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volume  the  deeds  of  one  who  has  been  so 
useful  to  society  and  the  coniniunity  in  which 
he  resides,  as  has  been  Dr.  Singer. 

John  Cooley  was  born  in  T^ower  Tyrone 
township,  August  22,  1816,  and  came  to  Con- 
nellsville  where  he  learned  cabinet  making 
and  carpentering,  which  he  followed  there 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  December  19, 
1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  John 
Coolev  had  two  brothers :  William,  who  re- 
sided in  Connellsville,  where  he  died  and  was 
a  carpenter  by  trade ;  and  3.1atthew,  was  a 
farmer '  and  resided  in  Tyrone  township, 
where  he  died.  He  had  two  sisters :  Nancy, 
deceased,  and  Elizabeth,  who  resides  with 
Samuel  Cooley,  and  is  in  her  ninety-first  year. 
John  Cooley  was  twice  married,  first  to  a 
jMaria  L.  Bryant,  who  died  in  Connellsville, 
December  25,  1849.  Ey  this  marriage  there 
■were  five  children:  Wallace  H.,  a  resident  of 
Noble  county,  Ohio,  who  went  to  Ohio  in 
1859  and  enlisted  in  a  Ohio  regiment,  served 
in  the  Union  army  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
by  trade  a  printer,  and  at  present  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  Noble  county  (Ohio)  "Re- 
publican :"  Henry  L.,  deceased ;  Amanda, 
deceased  :  Belle,  deceased ;  Eliza  Jane,  wife 
of  J.  W.  McGinnis,  of  Tyrone  township. 
The}-  reside  on  the  old  Cooley  home- 
stead. On  August  12,  1852,  John  Coolev 
wedded  'Slary  A.  Baker,  who  died  April 
27.  1894,  aged  seventy-four  years.  John 
and  Mary  A.  (Baker)  Cooley  w^ere  both 
members  of  the  Connellsville  M.  E.  church. 
They  had  seven  children:  Samuel,  who  is  an 
employee  of  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  Co.,  at  Con- 
nellsville ;  Matthew,  married  IVliss  Margaret 
Kimmell,  of  Johnstown,  and  is  foreman  in  the 
machine  shops  at  the  Cambria  Steel  &  Iron 
Work  Co.  of  that  place :  Frances  D.,  married 
F.  M.  Tipton,  of  Csldwell,  Noble  county, 
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Ohio,  residing  in  Allegheny,  where  Air.  Tip- 
ton is  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Boggs  &  Buhl ; 
Louisa,  died  in  infancy  ;  John  B.  Cooley,  is  a 
resident  of  Connellsville,  by  trade  a  printer, 
working  in  the  office  of  the  Connellsville 
"Courier,"  where  he  has  Ijeen  since  the  or- 
ganization of  that  paper,  having  learned  his 
trade  in  the  office  of  D.  P.  Stentz  of  the  Eay- 
ette  county  "  Monitor;"  Rachel  Cooley,  mar- 
ried ^^^  W.  Shultz,  of  Somerset  countv,  and 
resides  at  Elmwood  near  Pittsburg  in  Law- 
rence county,  where  Mr.  Shultz  is  a  dealer  in 
coal,  wood  and  ice  and  is  also  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business ;  and  Dora  H.,  who  is  sin- 
gle,, and  resides  at  the  old  homestead  on 
Peach  street  in  Connellsville. 

AL\'n'HEw  J.  Welsh,  clerk  of  the  Columbia 
hotel  at  New  Haven,  Pennsylvania,  was  born 
at  Mt.  Braddock,  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Bridget 
\\'elsh.  Air.  Welsh  was  born  October  2,  1873. 
His  parents  are  both  natives  of  Ireland  and 
came  to  this  country  about  1869  and  located 
in  Pittsburg  and  were  married  in  that  citv, 
from  wdiich  place  they  moved  to  Favette 
county.  The  father  is  a  pioneer  coke  worker 
which  business  he  followed  for  many  vears. 
He  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  a  resident 
of  Dunbar,  Penns}-lvania,  but  formerly  lived 
in  Westmoreland  county  for  six  years.  Five 
children  were  born  to  Thomas  and  Bridget 
Welsh,  as  follows :  Alatthew  J.,  subject 
of  this  sketch ;  James  A.  Welsh,  a  resi- 
dent of  Dunbar ;  Alary  \\'elsh.  with  par- 
ents at  Dunbar:  Thomas  Welsh.  Jr..  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Dunbar  high  school,  who 
graduated  with  the  highest  honors  in  the 
class  of  1899:  and  John  Welsh,  who  died 
when  three  years  of  age.  Air.  Welsh  attend- 
ed the  schools  of  Bessemer  and  Everson  and 
completed  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Mt. 
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Pleasant.     When  seventeen  years  of  age  he 
accepted  a  situation  in  the  store  of  the  j\lc- 
Clure   Coke  Co.,  at   Painter's,  where  he  re- 
mained  for  a   short  time.     He   resigned  his 
position  with  the  AlcChire  Coke  Company  to 
accept   the   management   of   a   general   mer- 
chandise store  for  J\Ir.  James  Cray,  of  Dun- 
bar, which  occupation  he  followed  until  Mr. 
Cray  retired  from  business  after  which  he  re- 
moved  to  W.   Leisenring  where   he   resided 
until    1894,   where   he   was   employed   in   the 
yard.     During  the  great  strike  he  took  strong 
grounds  in  behalf  of  the  rights  of  labor  and 
wrote  a  number  of  articles  to  the  Pittsburg 
jiapers    defending   the    workingmen    in    their 
struggle  for  justice.     He  was  elected  chair- 
man of  the  executive  board,  District  No.  7, 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  and 
is   claimed  to  have  been   the  youngest   man 
ever  to  have   filled   the  place,   being  at   the 
time  only  twenty  years  of  age.     He  was  a 
delegate  to  all  the  conventions  and  secretary 
of  the  local  branch  at  West  Leisenring.     He 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  for 
a   short   period,   after  which   he   accepted   a 
situation   as  clerk   in   the   Columbia  hotel   at 
New  Haven,  which  place  he  has  filled  for  five 
years,  excepting  the  time  he  was  a  member 
of   Company   D,   Tenth   Pennsylvania    Regi- 
ment in  the  Philippine  Islands.     At  the  de- 
claration of  the  Spa'Jiish-American  war,  Mr. 
Welsh  prompted  by  the  spirit  of  patriotism, 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  Tenth  Pennsylvania 
Regiment,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he 
was  compelled  to  give  up  temporarily  a  lucra- 
tive  situation.     He    was    sworn   in    May    12, 
1898,  sailed  with  his  company  and  regiment 
from  San  Francisco,  June   15th,  and  landed 
at  Cani]i   Dewey,  July  21st.     He  received  a 
Inillct  wound  through  the  right  hand  at  the 
l)attle  of  Malate,  P.  L,  on  the  night  of  July 
31,  1898,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  remain- 


ed  in   the   hospital   for  two  months.     When 
the  Philippine  uprising  took  place  Mr.  W^elsh 
volunteered   his   service   to    the   government 
though  offered  his  discharge  for  disability  on 
account  of  wound  in  right  hand  and  served 
\   until   the    return    of   his    regiment.     He    left 
Manila,  July  i,  1899,  reaching  San  Francisco, 
August    I,    1899,    and    was    honorably    dis- 
j   charged  from  service  August  22,  1899.     On 
his  return  to  his  home  in  Fayette  county  he 
received  two  medals,  one   from  the  govern- 
ment and  one  from  the  people  of  Connells- 
ville,   and   was   also   tendered   a   banquet    at 
Dunbar,   where   his   many   friends   presented 
him  with  a  fine  gold  watch.     Mr.  \\'elsh  is  a 
member  of  and  first  vice-president  of  the  C. 
]\I.  B.  A.  Branch  42,  Connellsville ;  also  re- 
cording secretary  of  the  Young  Men's  insti- 
tute.    Alatt    is    fond    of    athletics    and    as    a 
sprinter   held   the    championship    of    Fayette 
county  for  four  years,  and  at  the  Y.  AI.  C. 
A.    meet    at    Uniontown    he    won    five    first 
prizes  and  two  second  prizes.     In  politics  he 
is  a  staunch  Democrat  and  is  a  strong  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  of  that  party.     He  was 
solicited   and    urged    by    a    large    number   of 
friends,  particularly  the  miners,  to  make  the 
race  for  the  legislature  in  1898,  and  though 
confident    of    election,    he    refused    to    be- 
come a  candidate,  saying  he  would   not  let 
politics  interfere  with  his  duties  as  a  soldier. 
Mr.   Welsh  has  been  correspondent  for  the 
Pittsburg  "Post"   and   Connellsville   "News" 
and  is  a  capable  writer.     While  he  served  as 
a  soldier  Mr.  Welsh  docs  not  approve  of  im- 
perialism.    He  is  one  of  the  bright  and  active 
\-uung  men  of  the  county  and  has  a  host  of 
friends.     His    sunny    disposition    along    with 
his  determination  to  do  what  he  believes  to 
be  right  has  won  him  an  army  of  admirers, 
which   makes   him  well   known  and   popular 
throughout  ^^'estcrn  Pcnnsvlvania. 


AXD   HISTORICAL  liEFEREXCE   BOOK  OF  FAYETTE   COUXTY. 


S2c 


Rev.  Johx  T.  Burns,  pastor  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  of  the  Immaculate  Concep- 
tion of  Connellsville,  Penns}lvania,  was  born 
in  Cambria  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  May,  1S56, 
and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Bridget  Burns, 
of  Cambria  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
educated  at  St.  Michael's  seminary  of  Pitts- 
burg and  St.  \lncent"s  seminary  at  Latrobe, 
was  ordained  at  St.  Mncent's,  July,  1882,  and 
from  there  he  went  to  Brownsville.  From 
thence  he  went  to  Dudley,  where  he  remain- 
ed for  nine  }ears,  and  from  Dudley  he  went 
to  Xew  Brighton,  Beaver  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  remained  for  hve  years.  On 
Christmas,  1896,  Father  Burns  came  to  Con- 
nellsville. where  he  has  since  been  in  charge 
of  the  church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception. 

Rev.  George  Leo  LoiniAxx,  pastor  of  St. 
John's  Lutheran  church  at  Connellsville, 
Peimsylvania,  was  born  February  8,  1864,  in 
Hanover.  Germany,  and  is  a  son  of  Albert 
and  Anna  Lohmann,  both  natives  of  Han- 
over, where  they  spent  their  lives.  The 
father  was  a  prominent  government  official, 
filling  the  office  of  Geheimrat,  corresponding 
with  the  office  of  secretary  of  State  in  our 
government,  the  tenure  of  which  office  was 
for  life.  He  died  in  1895  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-two years  and  his  widow,  the  mother  of 
Rev.  George  Lohmann,  died  in  April,  1899,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Albert  and  Anna  Loh- 
mann :  Anna,  wife  of  Reinhold  Remppis, 
superintendent  of  the  schubrat  (schools)  of 
W'urtemburg ;  Franziska,  single,  resides  in 
Hanover,  Germany ;  Rev.  Geo.  Leo  Loh- 
mann, the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Meta,  wife 
of  Rev.  George  Schaaf,  of  Hanover,  Ger- 
many ;  Gustav,  a  Lutheran  minister  of  Han- 
over. Vvhere  he  has  charge  of  a  congregation. 
Rev.  George  Leo  Lohmann  was  educated  in 


Gottingen  and  Leipzig  universities  and  is  a 
graduate  of  both  institutions.     He  prepared 
for  his  collegiate  course  at  Hanover  gymna- 
sium (or  high  school).    He  graduated  in  1886 
at  Leipzig  and  was  soon  after  made  assistant 
pastor  at  Pattensen,  near  the   city  of  Han- 
over, where  he  remained  for  a  period  of  seven 
months.     He   traveled   in  various   European 
countries  after  his   graduation,   familiarizing 
himself  with  the  language  and  customs  of  the 
people  of  the  dififernt  nations  to  better  quali- 
fy himself  for  his   life's  work.     On   May    i, 
1889.  he   left   his  native  land  and   sailed  for 
this    country.     He    was    two    weeks    coming 
over  and  after  remaining  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
for  a  short  time,  he  was  appointed  mission- 
ary for  Tuscarawas,  Coshocton  and  Guernsey 
counties,   Ohio,   having  charge   a  little   over 
seven  years.     From  thence  he  went  to  East 
End,  Pittsburg,  where  he  was  missionarv  for 
six  months.  (July,  1896),  and  from  Pittsburg 
he  came  to  Connellsville,  Pennsylvania,  April 
8.  1897,  where  he  has  since  been  in  charge  at 
St.  John's  church  which  was  established  as  a 
place   of   worship   long   before    Connellsville 
was  a  borough.     The  church  is  in  the  center 
of  the  great  coke  region  of  this  country  and 
the  congregation  is  composed  of  various  na- 
tionahties  speaking  more  than  half  a  dozen 
languages.     Rev.    Lohmann    is    a    thorough 
linguist  and  conducts  services  in  seven  lan- 
guages.    His  work  is  arduous  and  far-reach- 
ing,   extending   for    a    radius    of   twenty-five 
miles.     He    is    a    deep    thinker,    a    profound 
scholar,  and  socially  agreeable.    Rev.  George 
Leo    Lohmann    was    married    to    Miss    Ada 
Parks,   of   Phillipsburg.    Tuscarawas    county, 
Ohio,  July   24.    1890,   at   St.    Paul's   German 
Lutheran  church  of  Bridgeport,  Ohio.     Two 
children,  both  living,  bless  that  union :  Leo. 
born  June  17,  1891 ;  and  Hilmar.  born  Octo- 
ber 28,  1897.     Rev.  Lohmann  is  a  profound 
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scholar,  an  able  minister,  and  one  has  only 
to  known  him  to  like  him. 

With  the  first  settlers  there  came  Luth- 
erans to  Fayette  county,  who  without  a  real 
organization  worshiped  whenever  a  Lutheran 
minister  came  from  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State.  No  records  exist  from  this  time  as 
every  minister  kept  his  private  records.  The 
first  Lutheran  church  in  Connellsville  was 
organized  in  the  beginning  of  1871  by  Rev. 
H.  J.  H.  Lemcke  then  residing  in  West  New- 
ton. The  oldest  church  building,  then  pos- 
sessed by  the  Christian  congregation,  was 
bought  and  remodelled  for  Lutheran  ser- 
vices which  were  held  for  the  following  years 
every  other  Sunday  by  pastors  residing  in 
West  Newton.  In  the  course  of  time  more 
Lutherans,  especially  from  Europe,  settled 
around  Connellsville  and  the  congregation 
became  larger.  But  during  the  strike  of  1894 
four-fifths  of  the  congregation  under  the 
leadership  of  their  pastor,  Ph.  Lamerdin, 
moved  to  Wisconsin  and  this  was  the  darkest 
period  of  the  congregation,  hence  it  is  slowly 
(but  permanently  increasing)  its  membership 
and  has  a  solid  foundation.  The  foreign 
Lutheran  element  residing  in  about  a  thirty 
miles  radius  belong  to  St.  John's  church,  and 
the  present  pastor  has  the  charge  of  about 
two  thousand  families,  in  the  circuit  of  Con- 
nellsville. Although  the  majority  are  Ger- 
mans, the  parish  consists  of  beside  them, 
Slovaks,  Hungarians,  Swedes  antl  Danish 
Polanders,  etc.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
pastors  since  the  organization : 

Rev.  H.  P.  H.  Lemcke,  1871-1877,  now  pas- 
tor emeritus  living  in  Altoona,  Pennsylvania ; 
Rev.  P.  Doerr,  1877-1881,  now  in  Adams- 
burg,  Pennsylvania;  Rev.  W.  A.  C.  Muller, 
1881,  September  18 — 1884,  January  4,  Char- 
leston, South  Carolina;  Rev.  C.  F.  Tiemann, 
1884,  January  6 — 1889,   September   2,   West 


Carrollton,  Ohio;  Rev.  G.  A.  Firgan,  1889, 
September  28 — 1892,  September  12,  resigned 
the  ministry;  Rev.  Ph.  Lamerdin,  1893, 
March  5 — 1894,  September  4,  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania ;  Rev.  L.  Hammer,  1894,  No- 
vember 18 — 1897,  ]\Iarch  14,  Parkersburg, 
West  \'irginia;  Rev.  G.  L.  Lohmann,  1897, 
April  8.  First  members  still  living  and  hold- 
ing their  membership :  Ch.  Schneider,  J.  Sil- 
ler, M.  Schlotter.  First  marriage  mentioned 
in  the  records,  jNIartin  Schlotter  and  wife. 

Frank  R.  Br.vdford,  one  of  Connells- 
ville's  leading  and  representative  citizens, 
was  born  in  Connellsville  township,  Fayette 
county,  February  3,  1851,  at  what  was  then 
known  as  the  Yellow  Spring  tannery.  He  is 
a  son  of  Levi  and  Sarah  (Bane)  Bradford. 
The  father  of  ^Ir.  Bradford  was  born  in 
Adams  county.  Pa.,  in  1806,  and  moved  west 
of  the  Allegheny  mountains,  locating  at 
Nicholson's  Fall  in  1S18  in  Armstrong  coun- 
ty. Pa.  When  he  reached  there  the  Indians 
were  very  numerous  in  that  section  of  the 
State,  and  he  remembers  well  seeing  them 
pass  up  and  down  the  river  in  the  canoes. 
The  grandfather  of  Mr.  Bradford  was  a  mil- 
ler, and  operated  a  mill.  He  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey  and  located  in  Adams  county, 
Pa.,  when  a  young  man.  His  forefathers 
came  over  about  the  time  of  the  arrival  of 
the  "Mayflower,"  anil  proceeded  to  New  Jer- 
sey, where  the}-  located.  The  Bradford*  are 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  paternal  great- 
grandfather was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war  under  General  Washington,  and  the 
Bradfords  have  been  identified  with  the  his- 
tory of  Pennsylvania  for  the  past  century. 
There  were  four  sons  and  two  daughters  Ijorn 
to  the  grandparents  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Levi  Bradford,  the  father  of  Frank 
B.    Bradford,    was    married    to    Miss    Sarah 
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Bane,  of  \\'ashington  county,  Pa.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  Levi  and  Sarah  Brad- 
ford :  Andrew,  ]\Iary,  W'ilHam,  one  who  died 
in  infancy,  Baldwin,  Thursday,  Samuel  and 
Frank,  our  subject.  All  these  children  are 
dead  except  our  subject.  Levi,  the  father  of 
]\Ir.  Bradford,  located  in  Fayette  county  near 
Connellsville,  was  by  trade  a  tanner  and 
operated  the  Yellow  Spring  tannery,  known 
as  the  Bradford  tannery,  and  also  the  Mill 
Run  tannery  in  Springfield  township,  for  a 
luuuber  of  years.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  for  i 
many  years.  He  was  a  leading  citizen  of  the 
county,  well  known  and  popular  and  was 
prominent  in  Democratic  politics.  In  1881 
he  was  nominated  and  elected  on  tlie  Demo- 
cratic ticket  to  the  office  of  treasurer  of  Fav- 
ette  county,  and  served  for  a  period  of  three 
years.  \Mien  elected  he  was  seventv-five 
years  of  age.  At  the  e.xpiration  of  his  term 
of  office  he  retired  from  active  business  and 
made  his  home  in  Connellsville  with  his  son 
Frank  R.,  until  his  death  in  September,  1896, 
at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  His  wife  died  in 
1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Frank 
R.  Bradford,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Favette  county 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
engaged  in  business  with  his  father  as  book- 
keeper, remaining  with  him  until  1878,  in 
which  year  he  was  made  superintendent  of 
the  W.  J.  Rainey  coke  works  at  Moyer 
(Grace  mines).  He  has  been  actively  identi- 
fied with  the  works  up  to  the  present  time, 
and  has  under  his  charge  about  four  hundred 
men.  There  is  no  better  evidence  of  his  effi- 
ciency than  his  long  continued  service,  and 
the  successful  manner  in  which  he  has  con- 
ducted the  large  and  important  interests  un- 
der his  supervision.  ;Mr.  Bradford  is  well 
known  and  popular  and  is  one  of  the  success- 
ful men  of  the  countv.     He  has  been  a  life- 


long Democrat,  and  adheres  to  the  principles 
of  democracy  as  taught  by  Thomas  Jefferson 
and  Andrew  Jackson.  He  was  married  in 
1876,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Johns,  a  daughter  of 
J.  R.  Johns,  of  Deer  Park,  LaSalle  county, 
111.  Airs.  Bradford,  whose  parents  are  both 
dead,  is  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Chas.  Davidson,  of 
Connellsville. 

WiLLiA.M  MoRRissEV,  a  substantial  citizen 
of  Dunbar,  Pa.,  was  born  August  i,  1863,  in 
Steubenville,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Kavron 
and  Katherine  (Lawson)  Morrissev.  The 
father  of  Mr.  Morrissey  was  born  in  County 
Kilkenny,  and  the  mother  was  a  native  of 
County  Down,  Ireland,  and  came  to  this 
country  when  a  mer'e  child  with  her  parents 
and  settled  in  Connecticut.  Kavron  Morris- 
sey came  to  this  countiy  when  about  sixteen 
years  old  and  located  in  Union,  Connecticut, 
where  he  worked  at  the  trade  of  shoemaking 
for  a  number  of  years ;  from  thence  he  moved 
to  Steubenville,  Ohio,  about  1858,  where  he 
resides,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  vears.  At 
the  beginning  of  hostilities  between  the 
North  and  the  South  he  enlisted  in  Company 
H,  First  Regiment,  Ohio  A'olunteers.  He 
fought  gallantly  in  many  of  the  sharp  and  de- 
cisive engagements  of  the  war,  participating 
in  the  battles  of  Lookout  Mountain,  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  Chickamauga  and  the  many  en- 
counters between  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta, 
and  was  also  at  the  siege  and  fall  of  the  lat- 
ter place  and  in  General  Sherman's  famous 
march  from  .\tlanta  to  the  sea.  He  remain- 
ed in  service  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  re- 
ceived a  slight  wound  on  the  instep  from  the 
explosion  of  a  shell,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
war  was  honorably  discharged  from  service 
and  returned  to  Steubenville,  where  he  work- 
ed for  a  time  at  a  blast  furnace.  Mrs.  Mor- 
rissev died  in  1868  at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  at 
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about  thirty-five  years  of  age.  Eight  chil- 
dren were  born  to  the  parents  of  !Mr.  ]\Ior- 
rissey,  five  sons  and  three  daughters :  John, 
died  in  infancy;  Susan,  deceased;  ]\Iary,  wife 
of  David  Winters,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winters 
reside  in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  and  have  raised 
to  manhood  a  family  of  six  sons ;  Etta,  wife 
of  Thomas  Gribble,  formerly  of  Dunbar,  but 
at  present  they  reside  at  Homestead,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  ]Mr.  and  !Mrs.  Gribble  have 
three  daughters  and  four  sons ;  Martin  Mor- 
rissey,  deceased,  was  killed  in  a  mine  in  Cam- 
bria, \\^eston  county,  Wyoming,  and  was 
never  married ;  Michael,  resides  at  Everson, 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  con- 
ducts a  hotel,  married  Miss  Monica  Donahue, 
of  Leisenring,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  has  one  son  and  two  daughters  living 
and  three  sons  dead ;  William  and  Joseph 
Morrissey,  the  youngest,  who  died  in  infancy. 
W^illiam  Alorrissey,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty and  when  ten  years  old  he  engaged  in 
mining  with  his  father.  He  attended  the 
winter  schools  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old 
and  two  years  later  went  to  learn  the  plas- 
terer's trade  at  Dunbar  (he  was  only  six  vears 
old  when  he  removed  to  Dunbar  with  his 
parents,  where  he  has  resided  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time  and  has  followed  his  trade  with  suc- 
cess). To-day  he  is  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  successful  contractors  in  his  trade 
in  this  section,  handling  many  contracts  for 
the  leading  people  of  his  part  of  the  county. 
April  8,  1890,  Mr.  Morrissey  was  married  to 
Miss  Maggie  Keys,  daughter  of  Philip  and 
Elizabeth  (Warnock)  Keys.  Four  children 
bless  that  union:  Maretta,  Irene,  Annie  and 
William  Morrissey,  Jr.,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. Mr.  Morrissey  is  a  member  of  Dunbar 
Lodge,  No.  410,  Knights  of  Pythias,  has 
passed    all    the    chairs    and    represented    his 
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lodge  at  the  Grand  Lodge  and  is  now  past 
chancellor.  He  is  also  a  member  of  King 
David  Lodge,  No.  236,  L  O.  O.  F.,  at  Dun- 
bar, and  is  present  vice-grand.  jNIr.  !Mor- 
rissey  'is  an  active  figure  in  the  Democratic 
politics  of  Fayette  county  and  has  been  twice 
a  candidate  for  county  commissioner  and  was 
defeated  each  time  by  only  small  majorities. 
He  has  always  been  active  and  energetic  in 
his  work  for  the  success  of  his  party  at  the 
polls.  Mr.  Morrissey  has  been  successful  as 
a  contractor  and  is  eagerly  sought  by  those 
wishing  high  class  work.  He  owns  a  com- 
fortable home  in  Dunbar  where  he  resides 
with  his  family. 

Hon.  James  Kebgan-,  Jr.,  member  of  the 
Penns3dvania  legislature  and  one  of  the 
brainy  young  men  of  Fayette  count}',  was 
born  January  6,  1874,  in  Wilkins  township, 
Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a  son 
of  James  and  Catherine  (Nolan)  Keegan. 
The  parents  of  'Sir.  Keegan  were  born  and 
reared  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and 
both  are  living  at  the  age  of  fifty.  They  lo- 
cated iri  Allegheny  county,  and  from  thence 
they  moved  to  Fa}-ette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  three 
years  old.  They  located  at  \*alley  mine, 
near  Everson,  where  the  father  of  Mr. 
Keegan  for  a  number  of  years  was  engaged 
in  coal  mining.  He  was  for  twenty-seven 
years  a  miner  in  this  and  the  old  country. 
Three  sons  and  one  daughter  were  born  to 
them,  viz:  Thomas  and  \Mlliam,  residents 
of  Everson;  Ellen,  wife  of  Owen  Finnigan, 
of  Dunbar  township ;  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Mr.  James  Keegan  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Everson, 
and  when  seventeen  years  of  age  enter- 
ed the  mine  with  his  father  at  Everson  as 
assistant,  remaining  for   several  vears.     On 
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leaving  the  mines  he  entered  the  rolling- 
mills  at  Scottdale  where  he  worked  for  two 
years  and  from  thence  he  went  to  the  Scott- 
dale National  pipe  works,  where  he  worked 
for  a  short  time ;  and  then  entered  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Scottdale  Brewing  Company, 
with  whom  he  was  employed  until  his  elec- 
tion to  the  legislature.  Since  his  return 
home  from  the  legislature  he  has  been  en- 
gaged with  his  father  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Everson.  Long  before  reaching  his 
majority  'Slv.  Keegan  showed  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  politics  of  Fayette  county,  using 
his  energies  always  for  the  success  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  was  for  tw^o  years 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  executive  com- 
mittee of  Fayette  county,  and  was  in  1896 
secretary  of  the  Bryan  free  silver  club  at 
Everson,  and  when  the  Democratic  party 
was  looking  for  its  best  and  most  available 
men  to  do  battle  against  its  common  foe 
and  again  to  redeem  old  Fayette  to  its  time- 
honored  place  in  the  column  of  Democratic 
counties,  she  could  have  made  no  wiser 
choice  than  she  did  in  the  selection  of  ^Ir. 
Keegan.  He  was  nominated  June  4,  1898, 
having  for  his  colleagues  Hons.  Horatio 
Dumbald  and  T.  Robb  Deyarmon.  Air. 
Keegan  w^as  elected  by  about  three  hundred 
majority  notwithstanding  the  fact  he  had  no 
large  amount  of  means  to  use  in  the  cam- 
paign. He  was  elected  November  8,  1898. 
On  January  3,  1899.  Mr.  Keegan  entered 
upon  his  legislative  duties  at  Harrisburg 
and  was  the  youngest  member  of  the  legis- 
lature as  he  had  not  at  that  time  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  but  in  point  of 
ability  and  efifectiveness  he  ranke<l  with  the 
leading  men  of  that  body.  He  was  always 
mindful  of  the  interests  of  his  county  and 
constituents  and  supported  all  measures 
which   he  deemed   of  value   and   importance 


to  the  laboring  people  of  Fayette  county 
or  the  State:  Owing  to  his  youthfulness 
and  aggressiveness  in  whatever  cause  he 
espoused  or  measures  he  championed,  Mr. 
Keegan  was  not  only  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lar but  one  of  the  very  unique  figures  on 
the  floor  of  the  house.  The  interests  of  Fay- 
ette county  were  ably  and  faithfully  repre- 
sented bv  Mr.  Keegan  and  she  would  do  well 
to  again  return  him  as  one  of  her  represen- 
tatives to  the  next  General  Assembly.  On 
September  20,  1899,  Mr.  Keegan  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Nellie  Home,  a  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Catherine  Home,  of  Everson, 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania.  'Sir.  Keegan 
is  a  member  of  St.  John's  Catholic  church 
at  Scottdale.  Mr.  Home,  the  father  of  JNIrs. 
Keegan,  was  a  member  of  Company  B, 
Fifteenth  West  Virginia  Regiment  (Volun- 
teers) ;  served  for  three  years  and  fought  in 
the  following  engagements :  Lloyd  Moun- 
tain. May  9,  1864 ;  New  River,  May  10, 
1864:  Staunton,  Mrginia,  June  i,  1864:  at 
Lynchburg,  May  17  and  18,  1864;  Walton, 
August  24.  1864:  Barry  Hill,  September  3, 
1864;  Winchester,  Virginia,  September  19, 
1864;  Fisher's  Hill,  September  22,  1864; 
Hatcher's  Run,  March  30-31  and  April  i, 
1865;  Cedar  Creek,  October  19,  1865; 
Petersburg,  April  2,  1865 ;  Rice's  Station, 
April  6,  1865,  and  was  at  General  Lee's  sur- 
render at  Appomattox.  April  8-9,  1865.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  at  Richmond,  from 
'.  the  Federal  service  April  14.  1865.  He  was 
I    a  gallant  soldier  and  a  good  citizen. 

Daniel  Morg.\x  Sw.xrtzwelder,  a  lead- 
ing and  substantial  citizen  of  Connellsville, 
'  Pennsylvania,  and  salesman  for  the  Hvgeia 
Crystal  Ice  and  Storage  Company,  of  L^nion- 
town,  was  bom  September  25,  1854,  in 
Alonroe    township,    Bedford    county,    Penn- 
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svlvania.  He  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Rachel 
Swartzwelder,  both  of  Ijeclford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. His  father  was  born  January  2^, 
1814,  and  died  September  25,  1884;  his 
mother  was  born  October  8,  1819,  and  died 
August  24,  1881.  Seven  children  were  born 
to  Daniel  Swartzwelder,  three  sons  and 
four  daughters:  Amanda,  wife  of  Ephraim 
B.  Miller,  a  resident  of  Bedford  county; 
Martha,  deceased,  wife  of  Levi  Miller; 
Savannah,  died  when  five  years  old ;  James, 
(lied  when  four  years  old  ;  Margaret,  died  in 
childhood:  Daniel  M.,  and  William,  about 
forty-two  years  of  age  and  a  successful 
farmer,  who  resides  near  Everett  in  Bedford 
county  and  was  married  to  ]Miss  Ella  Buz- 
zard. The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mr. 
Swartzwelder  were  natives  of  Germany, 
while  his  maternal  grandparents  were  natives 
of  Wales  and  moved  to  liedford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  from  near  Frederick,  Mary- 
land. Mr.  Swartzwelder  attended  the  public 
schools  during  the  winter  months  until  about 
sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  took  charge 
of  his  father's  farm,  the  latter  being  an  in- 
valid from  rheumatism.  He  conducted  the 
same  successfully  for  eight  years,  after  which 
he  was  married  and  i>urchased  a  farm  in 
Bedford  county,  on  which  he  resided  one 
year.  He  then  purchased  another  farm  in 
Harrison  township,  same  county,  and  moved 
on  the  same  in  the  spring  of  1881,  remain- 
ing on  it  until  1892,  when  he  sold  the  farm 
for  one  thousand  dollars  more  than  he  paid 
for  it.  He  next  ;:)urchased  valuable  prop- 
erty in  Connellsville  and  moved  to  the  lat- 
ter place,  and  accepted  a  situation  with  the 
Kell  Long  Milling  Conipan\-,  where  he  re-  | 
mained  f(jr  a  period  of  three  years.  Since 
1894  Mr.  Swartzwelder  has  represented  the 
Hx'geia  Ice  and  Storage  Ci)m]uiny  of  L'nion- 
town.     He   owns  valua1)le  ])roperty  in   Cim- 


nellsviile,  having  a  splendid  home  at  Xo.  217 
South  Prospect  street,  where  he  residei. 
Mr.  Swartzwelder  was  married  November 
7,  1878,  to  ]\Iiss  Amanda  Miller,  daughter  of 
John  E.  and  Elizabeth  ^liller,  of  Bedford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  both  of  whom  are 
dead.  ^Ir.  Miller  was  a  substantial  farmer 
and  a  leading  citizen  of  Bedford  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swartzwelder  have  had  four 
children:  Myrtle,  died  Alarch  4,  1888,  when 
six  \ears  oltl ;  Burton,  born  January  14, 
1882,  and  is  a  student  in  the  junior  class  of 
the  Connellsville  high  school  where  he  takes 
a  leading  stand  in  his  class ;  Earl,  born  July 
10.  1884.  and  is  a  student  in  the  tenth  grade 
of  the  Connellsville  public  school;  and  Mis- 
souri, born  April  15,  1886,  attends  the  pub- 
lic school  and  is  in  the  eighth  grade.  Mr. 
Swartzwelder  is  a  member  of  the  Improved 
Order  of  Heptasophs,  Yough  Conclave,  Xo. 
166,  at  Connellsville.  In  politics  he  is  a 
staunch  Democrat  and  a  faithful  adherent 
to  the  principles  of  that  party.  Mr.  Swartz- 
welder is  one  of  Connellsville"s  popular  citi- 
zens and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all. 

J.\Mi-,s  Collins  Pattersox,  deceased,  was 
one  of  the  leading  and  best  known  citizens 
of  Dunbar  township,  where  he  was  a  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  trader.  He  was  born 
August  (),  1835,  and  was  a  son  of  ^^'illiam 
and  Louisa  Patterson.  He  was  born  in 
Dunbar  township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
\-ania,  where  he  received  a  connnon  school 
eilucatii.n.  He  was  reared  on  the  'arm  in 
Dunbar  township  im  which  Lutellus  Collins 
resides,  and  was  married  to  Eliza  Stoffer, 
a  daughter  of  Abram  and  Frances  Stoffer,  in 
1855.  Abram  Stoffer,  father  of  Mrs.  Patier- 
sc5n,  was  born  in  1810  and  died  in  1851,  being 
a  native  of  Westmoreland  countw  Pennsyl- 
\ania ;    from    w hich    he    moved    to    Fayette 
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county  and  resided  on  a  farm  adjoining  tlie 
one  on  which  his  daughter  resides.  Fran- 
ces Stoft'er,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Patterson, 
was  born  in  1805  and  died  in  1884.  Nine  chil- 
dren were  born  to  ~S.h'.  and  ]\lrs.  StofTer : 
Christian  Stoft'er,  who  resides  in  Nebraska ; 
\\'ilham  Stoffer,  a  resident  of  New  Haven, 
Favette  count}-.  Pa. ;  Eliza,  widow  of  James 
Collins  Patterson,  of  Dunbar  township ; 
jNIary,  widow  of  John  Colston,  resides  in 
New  Haven,  Pennsylvania ;  Agnes,  de- 
ceased, was  married  to  Robert  Smith  and 
left  a  famil}- :  Annie,  widow  of  John  Ogilvie  ; 
Lucinda,  wife  of  Augustus  Atwood,  re- 
sides in  New  Brighton,  Connecticut ; 
Abram  Stofifer,  a  resident  of  New  Haven, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.:  Adeline,  wife  of  George 
Smith,  resides  in  Missouri.  There  were 
born  to  James  Collins  Patterson  and  Eliza 
Stofifer  Patterson  seven  children,  four  living 
and  three  dead:  William,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  }ears  :  Hilary,  died  in  infancy ; 
Frances  A.,  single,  at  home  with  her  mother; 
John  S.,  married  Miss  Catherine  Freeman, 
of  Fayette  county,  resides  in  Connellsville, 
where  ^Ir.  Patterson  is  engaged  in  the  liv- 
ery business,  and  they  have  an  infant  daugh- 
ter named  Jean :  Charles  W.,  a  resident  of 
Connellsville,  where  he  conducts  a  large  liv- 
ery business,  and  married  Aliss  Catherine 
McGrath,  and  has  one  child,  a  son,  named 
James  C;  Erna  Patterson,  married  J.  J. 
McCleary,  resides  near  iMcKeesport,  where 
Mr.  ^McCleary  is  engaged  in  business,  and 
died  August  6,  1899,  leaving  one  child,  Eliza 
I'earl  McCleary;  Myitle  ~Sl.,  wife  of  John 
Roderick,  a  merchant  of  Dreversburg,  and 
they  have  no  children.  James  Collins  Pat- 
terson was  a  Republican.  He  settled  on  the 
farm  where  his  widow  resides,  about  1872, 
and  died  there  in  1884.  There  is  a  large 
brick  residence  and  sfood  barn  on  this  farm. 


The  Stoffers,  Mrs.  Patterson's  people,  were 
members  of  the  Mennonite  church  in  West- 
moreland county.  Mrs.  Patterson  is  a  Pres- 
byterian in  religion.  The  Stoffers  were  of 
German  descent,  and  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Patterson  was  Frances  Tiresman.  The  Pat- 
tersons are  among  the  early  settlers  of  Fay- 
ette, and  they  stand  high  in  the  county. 

Joseph  Soissox,  a  manufacturer  and  the 
president  of  the  Yough  National  Bank,  is 
prominent  in  both  manufacturing  and  finan- 
cial circles.  To  his  energy  and  strong  busi- 
ness judgment  is  due  the  credit  for  the  ad- 
vanced position  that  Connellsville  holds  as  a 
manufacturing  center.  Mr.  Soisson  is  a  pio- 
neer of  the  fire  brick  industry  of  this  sec- 
tion of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  head  of  the 
greatest  brick  manufacturing  concern  in  the 
Pittsburg  district.  Their  name  stamped 
upon  their  product  is  their  best  and  strong- 
est trade  mark.  For  more  than  twenty-five 
years  the  Soisson  fire  bricks  have  held  a 
leading  place  with  the  builders  of  coke 
ovens.  The  concern  has  grown  from  a  small 
plant  to  three  large  plants,  the  INIoyer,  Vol- 
cano and  Davidson,  with  a  combined  capaci- 
ty of  forty  thousand  bricks  daily,  and  is  one 
of  the  largest  industries  of  its  kind  in  the 
country.  Joseph  Soisson  was  borli  in  Al- 
sace, a  French  province  until  1872,  since 
which  time  it  has  been  under  the  German 
flag  as  a  result  of  the  Franco-Prussian  war. 
He  was  born  in  1827,  and  was  educated  in 
both  the  French  and  German  languages.  He 
is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  Soisson, 
both  natives  of  France,  where  they  died. 
Four  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  to 
Joseph  and  Margaret  Soisson,  as  follows : 
John,  Peter,  Leo,  Joseph,  Elizabeth  and  Mar- 
garet, all  of  whom  except  Margaret  reside  in 
this  countrv.     Mr,   Soisson  and  his  brother 
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John  came  to  this  country  in  1847,  settling 
first  in  New  York  city,  where  he  worked  at 
the  tinners'  trade.  He  was  totally  ignorant 
of  the  English  language,  but  after  a  few 
months  he  acquired  a  practical  knowledge 
of  our  language.  From  New  York  he  went 
into  New  Jersey,  and  to  Philadelphia,  where 
he  remained  for  eighteen  months,  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  red  brick.  He  then 
came  west  to  Hollidaysburg,  Blair  county. 
Pa.,  entering  the  employ  of  Charles  Hughes, 
a  brick  manufacturer,  and  accjuired  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  business  in  which  he 
has  since  made  such  a  great  success.  He  be- 
came a  practical  brick  maker,  knew  his  busi- 
ness in  every  detail,  and  his  success  is  not  to 
be  marveled  at.  Air.  Soisson  went  on  a  trip 
to  New  Orleans  with  a  view  to  locating  there 
but  returned  to  Mr.  Hughes  in  a  few  months. 
Air.  Hughes  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr. 
Roderick  in  brick  manufacturing  and  the 
firm  branched  out  and  rapidly  extended  the 
business.  Mr.  Soisson  acted  as  agent  and 
manager  and  took  contracts  for  the  new  firm 
for  two  years,  and  then  bought  Roderick's 
interest.  The  firm  of  Hughes  &  Soisson 
continued  to  operate  the  plant  at  Plane  No. 
8.  on  the  Allegheny  mountains,  near  Holli- 
daysburg, until  i860,  and  then  established 
another  plant  at  Miltenberger,  Fayette  coun- 
ty. Hughes  &  Soisson  dissolved  partner- 
ship in  1869,  and  for  six  years  thereafter 
Air.  Soisson  carried  on  the  business  alone. 
Then  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
Messrs.  Spriggs  and  Wilhelm  and  built  an 
extensive  works  at  White  Rock,  near  Con- 
nellsville.  Mr.  Soisson  and  his  son,  John  F., 
finally  absorbed  the  interests  of  the  other 
partners  by  purchase,  and  in  1879  the  firm 
became  Soisson  &  Son.  In  1872  Mr.  Sois- 
son with  John  Kilj^atrick  and  John  Wilhelm 
formed  a  partnership  as  Soisson,  Kilpatrick 
&  Co.,  and  established  a  very  extensive  plant 


at  Aloyer,  near  Connellsville.  The  capacity 
of  the  plant  has  been  more  than  doubled, 
and  it  has  been  merged  into  the  other  hold- 
ings of  Soisson  &  Son,  and  the  firm  is  known 
now  as  the  Joseph  Soisson  Fire  Brick  Com- 
pauA'.  The  firm  manufactures  all  kinds  of 
brccks  on  order,  and  makes  a  fine  article  of 
pavement  tile.  They  make  a  specialty  of 
coke  oven  brick  and  rule  the  market  in  that 
line,  which  is  the  result  of  thirty  years  of 
honest  business  methods.  Air.  Soisson  re- 
moved to  Connellsville  in  1873,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  In  Alarcli.  1853,  Air.  Soisson 
was  married  at  Hollida}-sburg,  Pa.,  to  Aliss 
Caroline  Filcer.  daughter  of  Alichael  Fil- 
cer.  of  Centre  county.  Seven  sons  and  four 
daughters  were  born  to  that  union ;  Lizzie, 
wife  of  Ewing  H.  King,  of  Connellsville ; 
John  F.,  deceased,  whose  sketch  follows; 
Annie  AI..  wife  of  John  Gilligan :  Alaggie  L,., 
wife  of  Joseph  Aladigan ;  William  F.,  man- 
ager of  the  Joseph  Soisson  Fire  Brick  Com- 
pany, and  a  resident  of  Connellsville ;  Joseph 
L.,  superintendent  of  the  \'olcano  Fire  Brick 
Company ;  Leo  J.,  superintendent  of  the 
Davidson  works ;  Charles  E.,  superintendent 
of  the  fire  clay  mining  property;  Carrie,  wife 
of  Joseph  L.  Stader,  of  Connellsville ;  Rob- 
ert W.,  teller  in  the  Yough  National  Bank, 
and  Vincent  H.,  secretary  of  the  Joseph  Sois- 
son Fire  Brick  Company.  No  man  in  Con- 
nellsville has  done  so  much  for  the  upbuild- 
ing of  the  place  and  its  industrial  welfare  as 
Air.  Soisson.  He  contributes  liberally  (if  his 
time  and  means  to  whatever  he  deems  a 
worthy  cause.  When  George  J.  Humbert, 
the  organizer  of  the  Humbert  Tin  Plate 
Company,  and  later  when  the  Slaymaker- 
Barry  Lock  Company  came  to  Connellsville 
seeking  a  location,  Joseph  Soisson  was  the 
first  of  the  moneyed  men  of  Connellsville  to 
extend  them  a  helping  hand.  He  contribut- 
ed liberally  to  the  fund  to  purchase  the  site,. 
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and  aided  the  new  firms  with  the  influence 
of  his  name.  His  financial  support,  with  the 
aid  of  a  Connellsville  newspaper,  made  it 
possible  for  these  companies  to  establish 
themselves  in  business  with  their  splendidly 
equipped  plants  and  large  forces  of  skilled 
workmen.  IsVv.  Soisson  was  a  stockholder 
and  director  in  the  Humbert  Tin  Plate  Com- 
pany until  it  was  absorbed  by  the  great  trust, 
the  Americaji  Tin  Plate  Company,  in  1899. 
He  is  a  director  and  first  vice-president  of 
the  Slaymaker-Barry  Company.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Yough  National  Bank 
of  Connellsville,  which  has  grown  to  be  one 
of  the  leading  financial  institutions  of  Fay- 
ette county.  Air.  Soisson  has  been  a  direc- 
tor of  the  bank  ever  since  its  organization, 
and  is  now  its  president.  A  power  in  the 
business  world,  Joseph  Soisson's  aid  of  any 
enterprise,  public  or  private,  is  valuable,  and 
has  been  much  sought  after  and  freely  given 
whenever  it  appealed  to  his  strong  business 
judgment.  Sagacious  in  business,  he  has,  by 
his  good  counsel  as  well  as  in  more  direct 
ways,  helped  other  men  in  business.  He  is  a 
liberal  giver  to  charity.  He  is  generous,  yet 
judicious  in  all  matters.  In  all  these  named 
ways  he  has  demonstrated  himself  to  be  in 
the  broadest  and  most  unselfish  sense,  the 
public-spirited  citizen.  There  is  no  name  in 
Fayette  county,  or  in  Pennsylvania,  more 
worthy  of  a  place  in  the  annals  of  her  his- 
tory than  that  of  Joseph  Soisson. 

JoHX  F.  Soisson  (deceased),  was  a  leading 
and  successful  business  man  of  Connellsville, 
and  one  of  her  best  known  citizens.  He  was 
l)orn  in  1856,  and  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Caroline  Soisson.  He  was  born  at  Plane 
Xo.  8,  on  the  old  Portage  road,  near  Holli- 
daysburg,  Blair  county,  Pennsylvania.  He 
received  a  liberal  education  and  at  an  early 


age  engaged  with  his  father  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  fire  brick.  He  was  for  nearly  thirty 
years  a  citizen  of  Connellsville.  There  were 
few  business  enterprises  in  Connellsville 
with  which  John  F.  Soisson  was  not  identi- 
fied. He  was  treasurer  and  general  manager 
of  the  Soisson  Fire  Brick  Company,  presi- 
dent of  the  Sotith  Connellsville  Lmnber 
Company,  president  of  the  South  Connells- 
ville Building  and  Loan  Association,  director 
of  the  Second  National  Bank,  director  in  the 
Youghiogheny  Liglit,  Pleat  and  Power 
Company,  director  in  the  South  Connells- 
ville Suburban  Street  Railway  Co.,  direc- 
tor in  the  South  Connellsville  Alerchandise 
and  Supply  Company,  and  a  director  in  the 
Connellsville  News  Publishing  Compan\". 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders.  With 
his  father  and  brothers,  John  F.  Soisson  took 
a  great  interest  in  the  development  of  South 
Connellsville.  From  the  first  they  were 
staunch  supporters  of  the  industries  that 
were  placed  there  and  the  wisdom  of  their 
judgment  has  been  proven.  Air.  Soisson 
was  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  and  president  of  the  local 
branch  of  the  Order  of  Americus.  Air.  Sois- 
son was  a  Catholic,  being  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  Immaculate  Conception  church 
of  this  place,  but  his  religion  was  of  that 
broad  type  exemplifying  the  true  Christian. 
His  purse  was  ever  open  to  the  wants  of 
charity,  and  no  man  came  to  him  in  a  worthy 
cause  and  met  rebuff.  Air.  Soisson  carried 
policies  in  life  insurance  companies  to  the 
amount  of  forty-eight  thousand  dollars,  thus 
making  ample  provision  for  those  who  were 
dependent  upon  him.  He  was  married  to 
Aliss  Enuna  C.  ^^'hitney  about  1885.  Five 
children  were  born  to  that  union :  John 
AA'hitney,  Hilda  A.,  Emma,  Irene  (deceased), 
and  Adrian,  the  oldest  being  ten  years  of  age 
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and  the  youngest  two  years.  Mr.  Soisson's 
life  was  not  only  a  busy  but  a  useful  one,  and 
lie  will  long  be  remembered  by  those  who 
have  known  liim  best. 

Da\U)  R.\XDoi.rir,  engineer  on  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  railroad,  and  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  substantial  railroad  men  of 
Connellsville,  was  born  in  Huntingdon  coun- 
ty, Penns}-lvania,  June  8,  1847,  about  fifteen 
miles  from  the  city  of  Huntingdon,  and  is  a 
son  of  George  Randolph,  of  Huntingdon 
county,  Pa.  George  Randolph  died  March 
8,  1879,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  eleven 
months  and  fifteen  days.  He  kept  an  inn  for 
a  number  of  years,  served  as  captain  of  the 
police  force  in  Altoona ;  was  also  superin- 
tendent of  machine  shops,  and  in  his  last 
A'ears  was  a  watchman.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  died  when  he  was  an  infant.  Three 
children  were  born  to  Air.  and  Mrs.  Ran- 
dolph :  Sarah,  wife  of  Samuel  Goodwin,  of 
Connellsville ;  Louisa,  widow  of  Lloyd  Mc- 
Cubbin,  of  Westmoreland  county.  Pa.,  and 
David.  Mr.  Randolph  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Huntingdon,  Cambria  and  Blair 
counties,  but  left  school  at  an  early  age  to 
saw  wood  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company,  soon  after  which  ho  was  put  on 
dut\-  to  supply  wood  for  engines.  In  1862 
he  started  as  brakeman  on  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad  Ijetween  I'ittsljurg  and  Altoona,  at 
which  time  Andrew  Carnegie  was  superin- 
tendent of  that  division  of  the  road.  He 
worked  as  brakeman,  flagman  and  conductor 
until  1865  when  lie  l)ccanie  fireman  and  re- 
mained in  tliat  capacity  until  October  20, 
1867,  when  he  was  promoted  to  engineer, 
and  had  charge  of  an  engine  on  the  road 
until  .\pril,  1883.  In  1875  he  moved  to  Con- 
nellsville, wdiere  he  ran  an  engine  used  in 
the  construction  of  the  Southwest  branch  of 


the  Pennsylvania  railroad  and  ran  the  first 
locomotive  to  enter  Uniontown  over  that 
line.  On  June  9,  1883,  Mr.  Randolph  en- 
tered the  emplo}'  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
railroad  as  engineer,  on  the  Pittsburg  and 
Cumberland  division,  and  has  since  been 
constantly  in  the  employ  of  that  company. 
He  has  been  a  locomotive  engineer  for  thir- 
ty-three years,  and  has  never  had  but  one 
accident  of  any  consequence  since  he  has 
been  railroading,  which  occurred  in  1868. 
He  was  married  to  Mrs.  Carrie  Percy, 
daughter  of  George  Shaw,  of  Connellsville, 
October  26,  1891.  Mrs.  Randolph  was  Ijorn 
in  Connellsville,  Pa.  Three  children  bless 
that  union :  David  George,  Edgar  Alaxwell 
anil  Anna  Jeane,  all  living.  Mr.  Randolph 
is  a  member  of  No.  50,  Connellsville  Branch 
of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  En- 
gineers, and  Lodge  No.  503,  of  the  Order  of 
Elks,  at  Connellsville.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  church.  He  adheres  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party.  Air.  Ran- 
dolph has  become  a  successful  business  man, 
as  well  as  one  of  the  best  and  most  reliable 
railroad  men  of  this  section,  and  owns  valu- 
able property  in  Connellsville.  He  is  honest 
with  all  men  in  his  dealings,  and  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  a  host  of  friends.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  Air.  Randolph  was  a  native 
of  Scotland.  Pie  came  to  this  country  at  an 
earlv  age  and  tlicd  in  1858. 

Hon.  Edmund  Homkr  Ricptert,  President 
Judge  of  the  Fourteenth  Judicial  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  ( )clober  28,  1855. 
He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Benjamin  F.  and 
Rhoda  Kendall  Reppert,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Greene  county,  the  latter  of  Favette 
county.  Pa.  Christian  Re]5pert,  Judge  Rep- 
pert's  paternal  grandfather,  came  from  Al- 
sace,  Lorraine,  in   1791.     Shortly  thereafter 
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he  located  at  Greensboro,  Greene  county, 
and  became  interested  in  the  tanning  and 
glass  industries.  He  died  in  185 1.  His  son, 
Benjamin  F.,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  became  a  resident  of  Nicholson  town- 
ship, Favette  county,  in  1854,  and  lived  there 
till  he  died  in  1890.  He  was  a  farmer.  His 
widow,  Rhoda  Kendall  Reppert,  now  resides 
in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.  The  firstcomer  of  the 
Kendalls  to  this  section  was  Jeremiah,  a 
great-grandfather  of  Judge  Reppert.  He 
was  a  \'irginian  and  settled  in  German  town- 
ship shortly  after  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  in  which  he  participated  as  a 
soldier  of  the  Patriot  armv.  In  1787  there 
was  issued  to  him  a  patent  for  a  tract  of  land 
called  "The  Twins,"  situated  on  Brown's 
run,  and  containing  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  and  one-fourth  acres  and  allowance,  the 
greater  portion  of  which  is  still  in  the  hands 
of  his  descendants.  His  son,  also  named 
Jeremiah,  the  father  of  Rhoda  Kendall  Rep- 
pert, was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Ed- 
mund H.  Reppert  prepared  for  college  at 
Georges  Creek  academy,  Smithfield :  then  en- 
tered Bucknell  college,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1877. 
The  following  two  }-ears  he  spent  on  the 
farm,  then  coming  to  Uniontown  to  take  up 
the  study  of  law  under  the  preceptorship  of 
Hon.  Xathaniel  Ewing.  During  the  latter 
period  he  taught  school,  one  ^•ear  in  South 
Union  township,  and  three  years  at  Union- 
town,  serving  as  principal  of  the  Uniontown 
schools  two  years.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1883.  In  1884  he  formed  a  law  part- 
nership with  A.  H.  Wycoff,  which  was  dis- 
solved in  1887.  He  then  became  associated 
with  George  D.  Howell,  which  connection 
was  not  severed  until  Judge  Reppert's  acces- 
sion to  the  bench,  January  i,  1898.  He  was 
a   candidate   for  district    attorney    in     1892, 


when  he  was  defeated  by  George  B.  Jeffries. 
He  was  a  candidate  for  the  judgeship  in  1893, 
when  he  received  Fayette  countv's  endorse- 
ment, but  being  unable  to  obtain  the  district 
nomination  (Fayette  and  Greene  counties 
then  comprising  the  judicial  district)  was 
withdrawn.  He  remained  in  active  partici- 
pation in  the  Republican  party  work,  and 
was  nominated  and  elected  judge  in  1897. 
He  was  married  June  12,  1889,  to  Ellen, 
daughter  of  the  late  Alfred  Howell,  a  leading 
member  of  the  Fayette  county  bar.  Judge 
and  ^Irs.  Reppert  have  one  child,  Elizabeth, 
and  reside  on  Fayette  street.  Judge  Rep- 
pert is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
Smithfield,  with  which  he  united  in  his  youth. 

Hon.  Robkrt  Emeroy  Umbel,  Judge  of 
the  Fourteenth  Judicial  District  of  Pennsvl- 
vania,  was  born  in  Henry  Clay  township. 
Fayette  county,  July  11,  1863.  His  earlv 
years  were  spent  in  the  quietude  of  the  coun- 
try near  what  is  now  the  borough  of  ^lark- 
leysburg,  and  the  physical  vigor  that  has  en- 
couraged his  years  of  toil  was  developed  b^- 
the  sitnple  customs,  quiet  life  and  healthful 
climate  of  his  mountain  home.  The  Umbels 
came  originally  from  Wales  and  settled  in 
Xew  Jersey  in  1770,  later  moving  to  Penn- 
sylvania, and  in  1802  Andrew  Umbel,  the 
grandfather  of  Robert  E.,  was  born  in  Henrv 
Clay  township :  the  other  branch  of  the  fam- 
ily name  was  Thomas,  and  they  were  of 
^^'elsh  extraction  also.  Coming  to  America 
about  1772.  they  located  in  the  Conemaugh 
valley.  The  elder  Umbel's  wife  was  of  Ger- 
man descent,  while  the  wife  of  the  elder 
Thomas  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  Thus  was 
the  Anglo-Sa.xon  blood  predominant  in  their 
family,  which  was  among  the  pioneers  in  the 
settlement  of  the  mountainous  part  of  Fay- 
ette countv.    His  mother's  maiden  name  was 
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Brown,  and  her  people  were  of  English  de- 
scent. His  father,  Samuel  C.  Umbel,  was 
born  in  1835,  and  his  mother,  Martha  L. 
Brown,  in  1843,  i"  Henry  Clay  township, 
where  they  still  reside.  In  1856  his  father 
was  ordained  into  the  ministry  and  has  con- 
tinued in  that  calling  ever  since.  Appreciat- 
ing the  value  of  a  good  education,  he  attend- 
ed to  the  early  instruction  of  his  children. 
The  school  facilities  of  that  mountain  district 
were  necessarily  limited.  Young  Umbel  at- 
tended the  public  schools  in  the  winter  and 
spent  the  summer  in  working  among  the  far- 
mers for  twenty-five  cents  per  day,  doing 
such  work  as  was  expected  of  a  boy  of  his 
}-ears. 

His  father  is  a  cripple  and  limited  in  world- 
ly possessions.  The  young  man's  ambition 
was  to  secure  an  education  and  what  he 
lacked  in  money  he  made  up  in  pluck,  and 
so  determined  to  work  during  the  winter  of 
1879-80  and  earn  sufficient  funds  to  attend 
school  the  next  spring,  and  prepare  himself 
for  a  teacher,  and  accordingly  he  spent  the 
days  of  that  winter  chopping  and  hauling 
timber,  working  on  a  portable  steam  saw  mill 
and  digging  coal  in  a  country  mine.  The 
spring  of  1880  he  was  a  student  at  the 
Georges  Creek  academy,  at  Smithfield,  Pa. 
At  the  end  of  the  term  he  obtained  a  teach- 
er's certificate  and  secured  a  school  in  his 
native  township.  Here  he  was  employed 
several  years  as  a  teacher  and  spent  the  sum- 
mer months  clerking  in  a  country  store,  al- 
ways spending  his  spare  moments  with  his 
books.  At  that  time  he  taught  twenty-two 
days  each  month,  and  received  a  salary  of 
twent}'-two  dollars  per  month.  By  reason  of 
the  number  of  discouraging  circumstances 
that  usually  come  into  the  life  of  a  struggling 
country  boy.  he  was  not  j^ermitted  to  attend 
school  again  until  the  spring  of  18R3,  when 


he  entered  the  \\'estern  Pennsylvania  insti- 
tute at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  and  after  examina- 
tion was  made  a  member  of  the  class  that 
would  graduate  in  June,  1885. 

While  a  student  in  1884  he  entered  the 
competitive  examination  for  a  vacant  cadet- 
ship  at  the  United  States  military  "academy 
at  West  Point,  and  secured  the  appointment. 
In  the  class  were  twenty-one  aspirants  for 
military  honors.  The  late  Hon.  C.  E.  Boyle 
was  a  member  of  congress  from  this  district 
at  that  time,  and  the  appointment  was  made 
on  his  recommendation  and  Umbel's  bril- 
liant examination,  as  reported  by  the  board 
of  examiners — Captain  ^^^  A.  McDowell, 
Dr.  L.  S.  Gaddis  and  Mr.  A.  M.  Claybaugh— 
attracted  ]Mr.  Boyle's  notice.  }ileeting  him 
at  Connellsville,  Mr.  Umbel  asked  the  name 
of  the  alternate,  to  which  Mr.  Boyle  replied : 
"You  have  no  atlernate.  You  are  not  to 
fail."  This  was  indeed  a  compliment.  Um- 
bel did  not  report  at  West  Point,  his  mother 
having  serious  objections  to  his  entering 
upon  a  military  course  and  in  consequence 
of  their  close  family  ties  and  of  his  regard 
for  his  parents,  he  yielded  to  her  wishes,  and 
gave  up  what  was  a  most  promising  prospect. 

In  the  fall  of  1883  he  did  not  possess  suffi- 
cient funds  to  continue  his  school  course. 
Disappointment  having  been  his  early  lot, 
he  was  not  discouraged.  He  secured  the 
principalship  of  the  Grantsville,  Md.,  schools 
at  a  salary  of  forty  dollars  per  month.  That 
winter  the  light  was  nearly  always  found 
burning  in  his  room  after  midnight,  and  in 
addition  to  his  duties  as  teacher,  M'ith  pa- 
tience and  industry  he  pursued  his  studies 
and  kept  up  with  the  work  of  his  class  at  Alt. 
Pleasant,  and  at  the  end  of  tlie  term  of  his 
school  he  returned  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  took  the 
examination  the  same  as  if  he  had  been  there 
all   year  and   graduated  June   17,    1885,   with 
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second  honors  in  tlie  largest  class  ever  grad- 
uated from  that  institution.  He  paid  a  part 
of  his  expense  at  ]\It.  Pleasant  by  pli)-sical 
labor  about  the  institute. 

In  September,  1885,  ]\Ir.  Umbel  registered 
as  a  law  student  in  ihe  office  of  Boyle  &  Mes- 
trezat.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  Decem- 
ber 9,  1887,  and  just  twelve  )-ears  from  which 
date  he  received  his  commission  as  judge. 
Mr.  Boyle  frequently  spoke  of  him  as  a 
painstaking  student,  earnest  and  accurate  in 
his  work  and  careful  of  the  minutest  detail. 
The  same  application  that  characterized  his 
course  at  school  was  carried  with  him  into 
law.  In  January,  1888,  Hon.  Albert  D. 
Boyd,  one  of  Fayette's  ablest  lawyers,  ten- 
dered Umbel  desk  room  in  his  office  along 
with  the  position  of  assistant.  This  offer 
was  gladly  accepted.  Boyd's  large  and 
varied  practice  furnished  Umbel  with  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  to  win  public  recognition. 
His  clear  comprehension  of  the  law,  sound 
judgment,  and  capacity  for  work,  brought 
him  immediately  into  prominence.  In  1889 
the  borough  council  of  Connellsville  elected 
him  solicitor,  and  in  August  of  the  same  year 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Boyd 
which  continued  until  Air.  Umbel's  accession 
to  the  bench.  The  law  firm  of  Boyd  &  Um- 
bel was  recognized  throughout  the  State  as 
a  leading  one,  and  the  Supreme  and  Superior 
Court  Reports  contain  scores  of  cases  in 
which  it  was  interested.  ]Mr.  Umbel  was 
counsel  at  Uniontown  for  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R. 
from  1893  until  1900.  He  was  for  some  years 
prior  to  going  on  the  bench  of  the  directory 
of  the  National  Bank  of  Fayette  county.  He 
is  vice-president  and  a  director  of  the  United 
Light  Company,  and  for  several  years  was 
secretary  of  the  Uniontown  Street  Railway 
Company. 

]\Ir.  Umbel  is  a  member  of  the  bar  of  the 


United  »States  circuit  and  district  courts,  and 
in  1894,  on  motion  of  Hon.  William  L. 
Alaury,  then  first  assistant  attorney  general 
of  the  United  States,  he  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  the  highest  legal  tribunal  in  the 
world. 

Judge  Umbel  is  a  strong  character.  He  is 
a  fluent  and  effective  speaker,  gaining  the 
confidence  ri  his  hearers  by  his  earnestness 
I  and  he  won  verdicts  by  his  logic  and  array  of 
facts.  Year  in  and  year  out,  when  not  en- 
gaged in  court,  he  was  found  at  his  desk ; 
he  faithfully  followed  and  proved  the  truth 
of  what  his  friend,  the  late  Hon.  C.  E.  Bovle, 
said  to  him  soon  after  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar:  "Robert,  keep  your  office  and  your 
office  will  keep  you."  While  a  practicing 
lawyer  he  had  the  reputation  of  being  the 
"early  bird"  of  the  bar  and  was  usually  found 
at  his  desk  at  an  hour  in  the  morning  when 
many  of  the  other  lawyers  were  peacefully 
sleeping,  and  his  promotion  to  the  bench  has 
made  no  change  in  that  respect. 

In  the  large  West  A'irginia  coal  deals  of 
1892  and  1893  and  some  that  have  been  con- 
summated in  Fayette  county,  involving  com- 
plicated titles  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars,  he  has  been  interested  as  attorney 
on  one  side  or  the  other,  and  has  been  em- 
ployed as  counsel  in  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant civil  and  criminal  cases  that  have 
been  in  our  courts  since  he  was  a  member  of 
the  bar.  He  has  also  added  to  his  attain- 
ments b}'  study  and  travel,  both  in  our  coun- 
try and  the  old  world,  having  been  in  Alaska 
and  thirty-six  of  our  forty-five  States,  and  by 
two  trips  to  Europe  has  been  in  all  but  three 
of  the  European  countries. 

Robert  E.  Umbel  comes  from  a  family  of 
Democrats.  Since  the  birth  of  the  Republic, 
his  ancestrv  has  been  among  the  firm  defend- 
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ers  of  those  principles  which  made  possible 
the  stability  of  American  institutions  and 
grandeur  of  the  American  government.  Of 
this  ancestry  he  was  born  and  of  this  spirit 
is  his  nature  imbued.  The  first  contest  in 
which  Mr.  Umbel  took  any  interest  was  in 
1881,  in  the  election  of  county  superintend- 
ent of  public  schools,  which  both  parties  have 
always  insisted  should  be  nonpartisan,  and 
true  to  his  convictions,  he  championed  the 
cause  of  his  late  teacher  and  friend,  Prof.  O. 
J.  Sturgis,  although  not  agreeing  with  him 
politically.  In  almost  every  political  contest 
since  attaining  his  majority,  ]Mr.  Umbel  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Democratic  county 
committee  and  has  been  found  in  the  front 
ranks  bearing  the  burden  in  the  heat  of  the 
light.  In  1898,  after  the  nomination  of  the 
Democratic  county  ticket,  the  candidates 
were  unanimous  in  their  request  that  he  ac- 
cept the  chairmanship  of  the  Democratic 
county  committee.  Heretofore  he  had  al- 
ways been  content  with  assisting  in  the  or- 
ganization, but  this  demand,  coming  from 
tl  e  candidates  and  the  vast  body  of  Demo- 
cratic voters,  left  him  no  course  but  to  ac- 
cept. The  contest  of  1898  is  now  liistory, 
but  it  will  always  live  in  the  memory  of  every 
lover  of  clean  politics  and  honest  elections. 
Politics  had  assumed  such  a  condition  in 
Fayette  county  that  it  was  impossible  for  a 
poor  man  to  announce  himself  a  candidate 
with  any  reasonable  hi)|)e  of  success.  Mr. 
Umbel  inmiediately  upon  assuming  the  chair- 
manship, announced  the  lines  upon  which 
the  Democratic  campaign  would  be  conduct- 
ed. His  platform  was:  "Honest  government, 
home  rule  and  clean  politics."  Upon  this 
platform  he  meant  to  stand  or  fall  with  his 
party.  He  took  a  firm  stand  against  the  use 
of  "boodle  and  booze,"  and  offered  a  reward 
for  the  conviction  of  anv  one  violating  the 


election  laws.  The  result  was  one  of  the 
most  quiet,  orderly  and  clean  elections  ever 
held  in  Fayette  county.  The  advocates  of 
honest  elections  were  called  upon  to  rally 
under  his  banner,  and  the  returns  of  that 
year  show  how  willingly  they  responded. 

The  executive  ability  and  foresight  of  Mr. 
Umbel  was  perhaps  never  better  demonstrat- 
ed than  in  the  remarkable  contest  at  Harris- 
burg  for  the  Democratic  nomination  for  jus- 
tice of  the  supreme  court,  in  June,  1S99. 
Hon.  S.  L.  Mestrezat,  then  president  judge 
of  this  district,  was  a  candidate  for  supreme 
court  honors.  Mr.  Umbel  started  a  boom 
in  his  behalf  early  in  January,  and  between 
then  and  the  convention  having  conferred  or 
corresponded  with  nearly  every  prominent 
Democrat  in  the  State  on  the  subject,  and 
secured  sufficient  pledges  for  him  as  second 
choice  to  insure  success.  Fayette  county 
was  entitled  to  eight  delegates  in  that  con- 
vention and  the  countv  conmiittee  authorized 
Judge  Mestrezat  to  select  them.  Among 
those  selected  was  ]\Ir.  L'mbel  and  he  be- 
came the  leader  of  the  Mestrezat  forces. 
The  death  of  Justice  Henry  Williams  made 
necessary  the  election  of  two  justices  that 
year,  and  the  election  of  the  Democratic 
nominee  was  assured;  the  fight  for  the' nom- 
ination was  therefore  most  earnest.  The 
convention  assembled  on  June  14th,  and  is 
said  to  have  been  the  most  remarkable  polit- 
ical gathering  of  its  kind  ever  held  in  Penn- 
sylvania. There  were  nineteen  cjandidates 
and  they  were  represented  by  the  leaders  of 
the  bar  in  their  several  districts.  ]\Iestrezat 
went  into  the  convention  with  twenty-nine 
delegates  on  the  first  ballot.  For  two  davs 
the  convention  liallotecl  and  Mestrezat's  vote 
rose  and  fell  at  each  succeeding  ballot.  The 
Fayette  delegates  were  everywhere.  Dav  and 
night  fhey  were  at  work.  Mr.  Umbel  was 
not  in  lied  from  Sun(la\-  night  before  the  con- 
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vention  until  Friday  night  after  it  was  over. 
Umbel   stood  as  one   of  the  central   figtires 
in     that     convention     of     remarkable     men. 
There   was   Congressman   Ernientrotit   lead- 
ing the  forces  of  his  distinguished  brother; 
Hon.    John    Garnian    fighting    the    cause    of 
Judge   Lynch ;    Hon.  James   Kerr  and  Jack 
Spangler     championing     the     candidacy     of 
Judge  Krebs ;    George  Fleming  and  ex-Con- 
gressman Sipe  battling    in    the    interest   of 
Judge  Kennedy;    Hon.  Walter  Ritter  guard- 
ing the  interests  of  C.  LaRue  Munson ;  Col- 
onel Fitzpatrick  singing  the  praises  of  Judge 
Smith.     Each  of  the  candidates  had  his  force 
of  workers,  but  in  the  midst  of  the  tumult, 
Umbel   never   faltered    and    every    delegate 
seemed  to  realize  that  the  Fayette  contingent 
was  in  the  fight  to  win.     On  the  twenty-sec- 
ond ballot,   Mestrezat  had    but    twenty-two 
votes.    The  tall,  massive  figure  of  Hon.  John 
C.   Bane,   of  ^^'ashington   county,   was   seen 
walking  across   the   convention   hall   toward 
the  Fayette  delegates,  and  after  a  brief  con- 
sultation a  final  plan  of  action  was  decided 
upon.     Then   came   the   twenty-third   ballot, 
and  when  it  was  announced  that  Mestrezat's 
vote   had   risen  from  twenty-two   to   ninety- 
seven,  pandemonium  broke  loose.    The  Fay- 
ette delegation  cheered  itself  hoarse  and  the 
gallery  rooters  never  ceased  until  the  chair- 
man called  for  the  twenty-fourth  ballot.     His 
vote  was  now  one  hundred  and  five  and  again 
there  was  a  scene  which  beggars  description. 
On   the   next  ballot   a   hundred  and   twenty- 
nine  votes  were  announced  for  the  Fayette 
judge,  and  on  the  succeeding  ballot  a  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  were  recorded  for  him. 
Then  it  was  seen  that  the  end  was  near.     The 
din  and  tumult   never  ceased,  but   gathered 
volume  with  every  ballot.     On   the  twentv- 
seventh  ballot  Mestrezat  had  a  hundred  and 
forty-four    votes.     The    clerks    now    began 
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calling  the  roll  for  the  twenty-eighth  ballot, 
and  when  Berks  county  was  reached.  Con- 
gressman Ermentrout  caught  the  eye  of  the 
chairman  and  obtained  recognition.  In- 
stinctively, the  delegates  knew  that  the  big- 
battle  was  over.  Amid  almost  l:>reathless 
silence  the  congressman  thanked  the  con- 
vention for  the  support  it  had  given  his 
brother  and  withdrew  his  name,  throwing 
the  nineteen  votes  of  Berks  county  to  JNIes- 
trezat.  Then  there  was  a  babel  of  voices  as 
chairman  after  chairman  of  delegations  clam- 
ored for  recognition.  Magistrate  Donnelly 
threw  Philadelphia'?  sixty-five  votes  to  J\les- 
trezat ;  the  other  leaders,  in  the  confusion, 
did  likewise  and  then  John  C.  Bane  moved 
that  ihe  nomination  of  the  Fayette  judge  be 
made  unanimous.  This  was  done  amid  ap- 
plause and  cheers  that  shook  the  opera 
house,  and  the  bands  in  the  gallery  added  to 
the  tumult.  The  convention  then  cried, 
"Umbel !"  "Umbel !"  and  he  was  carried  to 
the  stage  on  the  shoulders  of  a  host  of  en- 
thusiasts and  compelled  to  make  a  brief 
speech.  On  behalf  of  Fayette  county  and 
Western  Pennsylvania,  he  thanked  the  con- 
vention for  the  signal  honor  that  had  been 
conferred,  and  assured  them  that  they  never 
would  have  cause  to  regret  their  choice. 
The  convention  responded  with  three  rous- 
ing cheers  for  Umbel. 

At  the  extra  convention  of  the  Fayette 
county  Democracy  to  nominate  Judge  Mes- 
trczat's  successor  to  the  bench  of  the  Four- 
teenth Judicial  District.  Mr.  Umbel  was  the 
unanimous  choice  of  the  convention  which 
voiced  the  sentiment  of  his  party.  The  cam- 
paign was  an  exceptionally  vigorous  one, 
Mr.  Umbel  having  to  wage  the  combat 
against  no  less  distinguished  and  able  jurist 
and  lawyer  and  astute  politician  than  Judge 
Xathaniel  Ewing.    A  count  of  the  ballots  re- 
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vcaled  a  vote  of  seven  thousand,  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  for  Umbel  and  seven 
thousand,  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  for 
Ewing.  Judge  Umbel's  term  of  office  began 
with  January  I,  1900,  and  he  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  \oungest  judge  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. His  judicial  career  is  fulfilling 
the  rich  promise  of  his  youth  and  earlier 
manhood,  the  onerous  and  multifarious  du- 
ties of  his  high  office  being  discharged  with 
wisdom,  justice  and  expedition.  Judge  Um- 
bel is  a  member  of  Fayette  Lodge,  No.  228, 
1*.  and  A.  M:.  Union  Chapter,  No.  165,  R.  A. 
M.,  Unionlown  Conunandery,  No.  49.  K.  T.. 
Pittsburg  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  Consistory 
of  thirty-two  degree  ]\Iasonry,  and  Syria 
Temple  of  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  Shrine,  of  Pitts- 
burg. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  No.  370, 
and  Royal  Arcanum.  No.  388,  of  Uniontown, 
Pa.  He  was  married  November  29,  1899.  to 
Miss  Frances  Crier  White,  the  accomplished 
daughter  of  Dr.  T.  PI.  White,  of  Connells- 
'ville.  Pa.  Judge  antl  Airs.  Umbel  are  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  Union- 
town. 

Thomas  PIkxkv  Plunsox. — Among  the 
younger  members  of  the  legal  fraternity  of 
Western  Pennsylvania  there  are  none  whose 
success  seems  more  assured  than  that  of 
Thomas  H.  Hudson,  the  suljject  of  this 
biography.  Coming  of  a  distinguished  fam- 
ily, and  educated  at  souk-  of  the  best  known 
institutions  (jf  learning  in  our  countr\-,  he 
entered  u]i(ni  the  practice  of  law  well  equip- 
jied  to  fight  his  way  to  success,  which  he 
has  (lone  remarka1)ly  well  in  the  few  vears 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Fayette  county 
bar. 

Thomas  Hudson  was  born  in  Newtown, 
Greene    county,    Penn.sylvania,    October    5, 


1873.    Air.  Hudson's  genealogical  history  on 
American  soil  begins  with  Thomas  Hudson, 
who  left  Cheshire.  England,  where  the  family 
had  long  been  famous,  and  settled  in  Ches- 
ter county.  Pennsylvania,  about   1700.     The 
next   direct   in   line   of   descent   was    George 
Hudson,  who  obtained  from  ^^'illiam  Penn  a 
grant  of  land  in  Chester  county  containing 
1,600  acres.     One  of  the  considerations  men- 
tioned   in    the    deed    was    that    eight    acres 
should  be  set  aside  for  church  purposes,  and 
on  the   same  ground  there  now  stands  the 
'Tdue   Ball"   Presbyterian  church,   the   most 
handsome    of    the    several    church    edifices 
which  have  continuall)'  occupied  the  ground 
for  two  centuries.     After  him  came  George 
Hudson,  who  was   a   captain   in  the  patriot 
army    during    the    Revolutionary    war.     He 
moved  to  Wagoner's  Gap,  Cumberlanil  coun- 
ty,  about    1760,   where   he   married    Isabella 
Abernethy  in    1764.     In  the   "Reminiscences 
of  the  Juniata  A'alley"  we  find  the  following: 
"(hi  the  night  of  December  25,   1776,  Gen- 
eral A\"ashington  dispatched  an  aid.  Captain 
George  Hudson,  ^vho  was  to  cross  the  Dela- 
ware river,  reconnoiter  the  New  Jersey  side 
and  select  a  desiralile  landing  place  for  the 
Continental    army.      In    the   storm   and    cold 
George   Hudson  left  AVashington's  quarters 
and  crossed  the  Delaware  river  full  of  flow- 
ing iee ;    he   selected   a  landing  jilace   for   a 
division   of   the   patriot   army,   and.   with   his 
clothes  frozen  on  his  back,  he  stood  on  the 
bank  at  the  landing  and  directed  the  soldiers 
where    to    land.      In    the    battle    of    Trenton 
which   fiillowed  he  distinguished  himself  for 
ln•aver^•."     His  son,  John  Hudson,  who  was 
next  in  direct  line  of  descent,  moved  to  Three 
Springs,  Pluutingdon  county,  where  he  mar- 
ried   I\leanor    Moreland,    October    21,    1794. 
He  liuilt  and  operated  the  first  woolen  and 
grist  mill  in  the  Juniata  valley.     Of  the  chil- 
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dren  born  to  them  were  Rev.  Thomas  M. 
Hudson,  the  celebrated  Methodist  divine, 
and  John  Hudson,  who  was  the  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  biography.  John  Hud- 
son when  quite  a  young  man  moved  to  New- 
town. Greene  county,  Pennsyh-ania,  where 
for  sixty  years  he  engaged  in  merchandising, 
and  where  for  forty  years  he  was  postmaster. 
His  wife,  Sarah  Morris,  was,  on  the  mater- 
nal side,  descended  from  the  Rev.  John  Cor- 
blv,  the  distinguished  pioneer  Baptist  minis- 
ter of  Western  Pennsylvania.  Samuel  Hud- 
son, son  of  John  and  Sarah  Hudson,  was  the 
father  of  Thomas  H,  Hudson,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  ]\Ir.  Hudson  was  one  of  the  ac- 
tive business  men  of  Greene  county.  In 
1880  he  went  West  and  engaged  extensively 
in  the  cattle  business  in  Colorado  and  New 
Alexico,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1882 
he  was  one  of  the  large  cattle  owners  in  the 
West.  In  1871  he  married  Harriet  Louise 
Alestrezat  of  Alapletown.  Greene  county, 
Pennsylvania,  for  whose  genealogy  see  sketch 
of  Hon.  Stephen  Leslie  ^lestrezat,  this  vol- 
ume. Four  children  were  born  to  them :  Wil- 
liam Mestrezat,  Thomas  Henry,  Charles  Les- 
lie and  Mary  Lee.  After  the  death  of  Samuel 
Hudson  his  family  removed  to  Waynesburg, 
where  Thomas  H.  entered  the  public  schools 
of  that  place  and  graduated  in  the  class  of  '88. 
He  then  entered  Waynesburg  college,  from 
which  institution  he  graduated  with  honors  in 
the  class  of  1894.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
he  entered  Princeton  L'niversity,  from  which 
well  known  institution  of  learning  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  standing 
well  up  in  a  class  of  over  two  hundred.  Hav- 
ing decided  while  in  college  upon  the  law  as 
his  life  work,  Mr.  Hudson  came  to  LTnion- 
town  in  1896,  and,  having  passed  the  pre- 
liminary examination,  registered  as  a  law 
student  in  the  office  of  his  uncle.  Judge  -^Mes- 


trezat.  For  two  years  he  pursued  the  study 
of  law  very  diligently  and  was  rewarded  by 
passing  the  final  examination  in  ]March  of 
1898,  which  admitted  him  to  practice  in  the 
several  courts  of  Fayette  county.  Being 
comparatively  a  stranger  in  the  county  the 
first  year  of  his  practice  was  discouraging, 
but  as  his  acquaintanceship  widened  his  legal 
business  increased,  and  to-day  he  enjoys  his 
share  of  the  legal  patronage  of  the  Fayette 
county  bar.  LTpon  the  elevation  to  the 
bench  of  Hon.  Robert  E.  Umbel,  former 
counsel  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad 
for  this  district,  Mr.  Hudson  became  one 
of  the  counsel  for  that  corporation.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  bar  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  State. 

Mr.  Hudson  is  an  active  Republican,  as 
his  father  and  grandfather  were  before  him, 
and  takes  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  local 
as  well  as  state  and  national  politics. 

In  religion  ]Mr.  Hudson  is  a  Presbyterian, 
being  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Uniontown.  For  several  years  he 
has  been  a  teacher  in  the  Sabbath-school  of 
that  church,  and  ,i.n  active  member  of  the 
Young  People's  Society. 

Mr.  Hudson  when  he  entered  college  be- 
came a  hard  working  student,  and  attempted 
to  master  every  subject  he  took  up.  He 
has  pursued  the  same  course  since  he  began 
the  study  of  law.  He  is  well  liked  by  his 
many  friends,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
the  members  of  the  Fayette  county  bar. 

Ch.\rlEs  Fremont  Kefover,  attorney-at- 
law,  was  born  in  Nicholson  township.  Fay- 
ette county.  Pennsylvania,  January  12,  1862. 
His  father  is  William  Kefover,  his  mother 
Sarah  E.  (Jackson)  Kefover.  When  Charles 
was  about  two  years  of  age  his  parents  re- 
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moved  to  Redstone  township,  Fayette  coun- 
ty. The  Kefovers  are  of  German  descent. 
The  founders  of  the  family  in  America  were 
George  and  Peter  Kefover,  who  emigrated 
from  Germany  and  settled  at  Fredericks- 
burg, Va.  Philip  Kefover,  the  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  descendant 
of  said  Peter  Kefover,  settled  in  Nicholson 
township,  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  where  he  wa« 
one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  said  town- 
ship. Charles'  mother  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  James  Jackson,  who  was  a  contractor  in 
Georges  township.  James  Jackson's  wife 
was  a  Showalter,  of  Virginia,  and  her  mother 
was  a  Watterson,  of  the  family  of  Watter- 
sons  of  which  Henry,  the  distinguished  edi- 
tor of  the  Louisville  "Courier-Journal,"  is  a 
member.  Charles  F.  Kefover  grew  up  on 
the  farm  and  received  his  early  education  in 
the  country  district  school.  Afterwards  he 
attended  Dunlap's  academy,  and  then  he  en- 
tered Southwest  Normal  school  at  Califor- 
nia, Pa.,  and  graduated  in  1884;  he  remained 
two  years  longer  at  the  normal  school  pur- 
suing a  post-graduate  classical  course. 
Then  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Hon.  Na- 
thaniel Ewing,  at  Uniontown,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  liar  in  June,  1889.  He  early 
gained  recognition  as  a  clever  lawyer,  and 
since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Kefover  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  Fayette  county,  and  has 
served  on  the  different  committees  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  at  present  is  a  member  of  the 
executive  comtuittce  of  Fayette  county.  In 
1896  he  was  prominent  enough  at  the  bar 
to  be  selected  by  the  incoming  sherifT  as  his 
attorney,  in  which  capacity  he  served  three 
years.  He  was  married  June  19,  1895,  to 
Ann  Hamilton,  daughter  of  Colonel  Thomas 
P).  Searight,  whose  personal  history  is  con- 
tained in  this  volume.  Colonel  Searight 
died  in    1899.      He   was    a    college   chum   of 


James  G.  Blaine,  and  the  two  were  lifelong 
friends,  although  political  opponents.  In 
1873  Colonel  Searight  was  appointed  sur- 
veyor-general of  Colorado,  then  a  territory. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kefover  have  one  son,  Charles 
Searight  Kefover.  Charles  F.  Kefover  en- 
joys a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  has 
an  enviable  reputation  for  fairness.  He  is 
entirely  free  from  professional  jealousy  and 
is  popular  at  the  bar  and  with  the  public. 

Da\id  DdWXHR  Joiixsox.  ex-treasurer  of 
Fayette  county,  was  born  in  the  "Brick 
House,"  Chalk  Hill,  Wharton  township,  Fay- 
ette county,  Pennsylvania,  April  15,  1845. 
He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Isaac  and  Rachel 
(Downer)  Johnson,  the  former  a  native  of 
\'irginia,  and  of  English  descent,  the  latter 
of  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  of  German  ex- 
traction. (See  Downer  sketch  in  this  vol- 
ume). The  mother  of  the  late  Isaac  John- 
son left  her  ^'irginia  home  to  locate  in 
Gr"eene  county.  Pa.,  during  his  boyhood,  and 
there  he  was  reared,  receiving  such  school- 
ing as  was  afforded  at  that  day  in  tlie  public 
schools.  There,  too,  (in  Jefferson)  he  learned 
his  trade,  that  of  tanner.  In  1834  he  re- 
moved to  Chalk  Hill,  Fayette  county,  where 
he  was  for  a  time  employed  as  a  tanner,  and 
subsequently  engaged  in  farming  up  to  with- 
in a  few  years  of  his  decease,  his  declining 
years  being  passed  near  Uniontown,  where 
he  died  in  1883.  He  was  twice  maiTied.  Bv 
his  first  wife.  Rachel  Downer  Johnson,  he 
had  four  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  child- 
hood, and  three  who  survive:  Jacob  1.  John- 
son, a  farmer,  of  Wharton  township;  Miss 
Joanna  L.  Johnson,  who  resides  at  Chalk 
Hill,  and  tiie  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Isaac  Johnson's  second  wife  was  Jane  E. 
Springer,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Zadoc 
Springer;    she   lives  in   South   Union    lown- 
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ship.  David  D.  Johnson  received  a  com- 
mon school  education,  assisted  on  his  father's 
farm  throughout  his  early  manhood  and  suc- 
ceeded, together  with  his  brother  and  sister, 
to  the  ownership  of  his  father's  land  and 
houses,  which  were  subsequently'  divided  be- 
tween them  and  are  still  in  their  possession. 
j\Ir.  Johnson  has  continued  to  be  engaged  as 
an  agriculturist.  He  served  four  j'ears  as 
superintendent  of  the  Cumberland  road  by 
appointment  of  Governor  Beaver  in  1886, 
and  was  elected  to  the  ofifice  of  county  treas- 
urer (Republican  candidate)  in  1896.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  one  of  the  founders  and  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Uniontown  Brewing  Company.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  was 
married  in  January,  1891,  to  Abigail,  daugh- 
ter of  John  W.  Cuppett,  a  farmer,  of  Preston 
county,  \y.  A'a.  Air.  and  IMrs.  Johnson  have 
one  child.  George. 

JosiAH  \'axKirk  Tho.mpsox. — Foremost 
among  Fayette  county  men  who  have  achiev- 
ed notable  success  in  the  business  world 
stands  Josiah  \'anKirk  Thompson,  president 
of  the  First  National  bank,  of  Uniontown. 
Like  a  majority  of  the  other  leaders  in  the 
business  and  professional  life  of  Uniontown, 
jNIr.  Thompson  was  a  country  lad,  born  and 
reared  on  a  farm  along  Jennings  run  in  Men- 
alien  township,  the  youngest  of  the  four  chil- 
dren of  the  late  Hon.  Jasper  Markle  and 
Eliza  (Caruthers)  Thompson.  As  a  boy  he 
engaged  actively  in  farm  work,  mastering  all 
its  phases  and  cultivating  a  taste  for  the  pur- 
suits of  agriculture  which  even  the  more  ex- 
acting demands  of  complicated  business  en- 
terprises have  not  dulled. 

Mr.  Thompson's  early  education  was  ac- 
quired at  the  short  winter  terms  of  the  Hague 
and    Poplar    Lane    public    schools    of    South 


L'nion  township,  and  at  Madison  college, 
Uniontown.  With  this  equipment  he  entered 
Washington  and  Jefferson  college  in  1868 
and  graduated  in  1871,  and  has  been  a  trustee 
of  that  institution  since  1889.  In  the  same 
year  in  which  he  graduated  he  entered  the 
First  National  bank  of  LTniontown  as  a  clerk, 
and  so  thoroughly  did  he  master  the  details 
of  banking  that  in  eighteen  years  thereafter 
he  had  passed  through  successive  promotions 
until  though  but  thirty-five  years  of  age  he 
was  at  the  head  of  the  leading  financial  insti- 
tution of  the  county.  On  April  3,  1872,  he 
was  made  teller ;  on  June  5,  1877,  he  became 
cashier,  succeeding  the  late  James  T.  Red- 
burn  :  and  on  the  death  of  his  father  in 
March,  1889.  he  was  elected  president  to  suc- 
ceed him. 

Mr.  Thompson  soon  developed  banking 
capabilities  of  a  high  order,  and  he  adopted 
a  policy  which  has  rapidly  brought  this  bank 
to  a  front  position  in  the  honor  list  of  banks 
published  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Cur- 
rency. The  First  National  bank  of  Union- 
town  now  ranks  fourth  in  Pennsylvania  and 
eighth  in  the  L'nited  States  of  National  banks 
in  the  ratio  of  surplus  and  undivided  profits 
to  the  capital  stock.  The  bank  in  all  its  deal- 
ings with  its  customers  and  the  public  is  a 
model  financial  institution  and  enjoys  un- 
bounded confidence  and  credit  at  home  and 
abroad.  Personally,  President  Thompson  is 
integrity  itself.  His  word  is  his  bond  with  all 
those  who  know  him  in  business  dealings. 

In  addition  to  his  banking  business  Mr. 
Thompson  has  borne  a  leading  part  in  the 
industrial  development  of  the  county.  He 
has  bought  direct  from  the  farmers  of  Fay- 
ette county  more  coal,  and  paid  them  more 
money,  than  any  other  one  man  or  company 
or  corporation  operating  in  the  county.  Mr. 
Thompson  is  averse  to  talking  about  hi.;  busi- 
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ness  matters,  and  no  approximate  estimate 
of  the  magnitude  of  these  transactions  could 
be  formed  save  from  general  observation  or 
from  those  intimately  associated  with  him  in 
business ;  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  these  coal 
purchases  reach  scores  of  thousands  of  acres, 
representing  many  millions  of  dollars.  ^lost 
of  the  coke  companies  operating  in  Fayette 
county  have  bought  the  bulk  of  their  coal 
lands  cither  from  him  or  through  him,  and  it 
was  chiefly  due  to  his  efforts  that  the  Na- 
tional Steel  Company  and  the  American  Steel 
and  Wire  Company  were  induced  to  make 
their  investments  of  millions  of  dollars  in  coal 
lands  and  coke  plants  in  the  new  Klondike 
coal  fields  of  southern  Fayette  county.  These 
vast  corporations  are  already  developing 
their  coal  and  will  have  six  big  coke  plants. 
Two  other  large  coal  fields  Mr.  Thompson 
has  recently  sold,  one  near  New  Salem,  to  the 
Republican  Coke  Co. ;  the  other  near  Wood- 
side  to  the  Connellsville  Coke  Co.,  neither  of 
which  companies  has  yet  begun  operations. 

In  addition  to  his  operations  in  Fayette, 
Mr.  Thompson  has  taken  up  many  thousands 
of  acres  in  Washington  and  Greene  counties, 
Pa.,  and  in  the  border  counties  of  West  Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr.  Thompson's  rare  business  judgment 
received  high  recognition  in  his  appointment 
as  one  of  the  seven  government  viewers  to 
view  and  condenui  the  locks  and  dams,  fran- 
chises, etc.,  of  the  Monongahela  Navigation 
Company  in  the  proceedings  taken  by  con- 
gress to  make  the  Monongahela  river  free  to 
navigation.  The  other  members  of  that  com- 
mission were :  William  Metcalf,  George  W. 
Dilworth,  Stephen  C.  McCandless  and  Wil- 
liam McConway,  all  of  Pittsburg,  and  Charles 
E.  Andrews,  of  New  Bethlehem,  and  ex-State 
Treasurer  S.  M.  Jackson,  of  Armstrong 
county,  Pa.     They  were  appointed  on  Nov. 


26,  1896;  held  meetings  and  made  views 
along  the  river  through  the  winter  months 
and  made  their  final  report  on  March  26, 
1897,  fixing  the  price  to  be  paid  by  the  Gov- 
ernment at  $3,761,615.46.  Other  awards  had 
been  made  in  former  years,  but  did  not  stand. 
This  award  was  accepted  by  both  the  United 
States  Government  and  the  Navigation  Com- 
pany, and  the  river  was  formally  thrown  open 
to  the  free  passage  of  boats  on  July  4,  1897. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  Gates,  in  the 
sixth  pool,  where  the  American  Steel  and 
Wire  Co.  are  now  erecting  one  of  their  big 
coke  plants,  the  lockage  on  a  single  acre  of 
coal  was  $699.  This  gives  some  idea  of  the 
immense  blanket  mortgage  that  was  lifted 
from  the  coal  of  the  ^Monongahela  \"allcy 
when  the  river  was  thrown  open  to  free  navi- 
gation. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  connected  with  many 
business  enterprises  in  the  town  and  county. 
lie  is  president  of  the  News  Publishing  Co., 
publishing  the  daily  and  weekly  "News 
Standard  f  president  of  the  Union  Cemetery 
Co.,  of  Fa}-ette  county ;  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Fayette  County  Railroad  Com- 
pany. He  was  the  moving  spirit  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  opera  house  block  by  the  bank, 
completed  in  1883  at  a  cost  of  about  $65,000. 
The  opera  house,  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
found  in  any  town  of  the  size  of  Uniontown, 
was  formally  opened  on  April  30,  1883,  liy 
Joseph  Jefferson  in  "Rip  \'an  Winkle." 

Mr.  Thompson,  in  connection  with  Mr.  J. 
D.  Ruby,  is  at  present  erecting  one  of  the 
finest  stone  and  buff-brick  buildings  in  the 
county,  the  handsome  Thompson-Ruby  busi- 
ness block,  opposite  the  bank  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  Main  and  jMorgantown 
streets,  which  will  be  completed  by  January 
I,  1901,  at  a  cost  of  about  $40,000. 

Mr.    Thompson    was    a    member    of    the 
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Uniontown  school  board  when  the  large  new- 
addition  was  btiilt  to  the  borough  school 
building,  and  he  served  as  a  member  of  the 
town  council  for  eight  consecutive  years, 
from  JMarch,  1892,  to  March,  1900,  during  all 
of  which  time  he  was  president  of  that  body, 
and  under  his  presidency  and  careful  financial 
management  all  the  brick  paving  of  which 
Uniontown  is  justly  proud  was  accomplished, 
except  a  portion  of  ^lain  street  and  Shady 
Lane,  and  the  assessments  for  the  same  were 
collected  from  every  abutting  property 
holder  by  President  Thompson  and  the  bor- 
ough solicitors  without  a  single  suit  in  court. 
During  his  incumbency  in  councils  also  he 
refunded  the  borough's  bonded  debt  from 
four  to  three  per  cent.,  and  at  that  time  only 
two  cities  in  the  United  States  had  a  lower 
rate,  one  at  2.97  and  the  other  2.98.  One 
of  these  was  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Mr. 
Thompson  remarked :  'Tt  is  well  enough  to 
have  Providence  over  us.'" 

Though  making  no  parade  of  it,  ^Nlr. 
Thompson  is  most  liberal  in  his  benefactions 
to  charity  and  the  churches,  and  no  worthy 
cause  or  object  appeals  to  him  in  vain.  He 
observes  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  biblical 
injunction  to  give  one-tenth  of  his  income. 
There  is  probably  not  a  church  in  the  town 
that  is  not  under  large  obligations  to  him. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian church  since  February,  1872,  is  a  large 
giver  to  all  its  interests  and  was  a  most  lib- 
eral contributor  to  the  fund  recently  raised 
with  which  to  pay  off  the  remaining  indebt- 
edness on  that  congregation's  fine  new  build- 
ing. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  that  party's  suc- 
cess. His  counsel  and  aid  are  always  sought 
and  generously  given,  though  he  has  never 


sought  political  preferment  for  himself,  nor 
accepted  any  office  save  such  as  carried  plen- 
ty of  work  and  no  salary. 

On  Dec.  11,  1879,  Mr.  Thompson  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Anderson,  daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Redburn)  Anderson.  To 
tliem  were  born  two  sons,  Andrew  A.  and 
John  R.,  both  of  whom  are  now  in  college, 
the  former  a  member  of  the  senior  class  of 
Washington  and  Jefferson  college,  and  the 
latter  pursuing  a  special  course  in  Lehigh 
university.  Airs.  Thompson  died  August  8, 
1896,  and  no  death  in  L'niontown  has  been 
more  sincerely  mourned  than  was  hers  by  all 
those  who  enjoyed  her  accjuaintance. 

This  sketch  is  a  very  inadequate  represen- 
tation of  the  impress  which  Josiah  V.Thomp- 
son's remarkable  personality  has  stamped 
upon  the  business  community  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  but  it  would  be  still  more  so 
if  it  omitted  to  record  certain  lines  of  policy 
in  the  development  of  the  First  National 
bank  of  Uniontown  for  which  he  is  responsi- 
ble. 

Wliile  ]\Ir.  Thompson  did  not  become 
president  of  the  bank  until  1889,  his  practical 
direction  of  its  affairs  began  with  his  as- 
sumption of  the  cashiership  in  1877.  His 
father,  the  president,  was  engaged  in  exten- 
sive and  varied  business  enterprises  and  in 
his  later  years  left  the  management  of  the 
bank  largely  to  the  son.  The  latter  was 
elected  cashier  on  June  5,  1877.  On  June  22d 
of  the  same  year  the  quarterly  statement  of 
the  bank  showed  these  items : 

Surplus  fund $20,181  or 

Individual  deposits,    143,255  54 

Loans  and  discotmts,   176,186  98 

In  the  quarterly  statement  of  the  bank  on 
September  5,  1900,  on  the  same  capital  stock 
of  $100,000,  the  corresponding  items  were : 
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Surplus  fund $446,000  00 

Individual  deposits 2,198,478  76 

Loans  and  discounts 1,947,649  64 

The  greatest  expansion  shown  in  this  com- 
parison is  in  the  surplus,  which  is  multiplied 
about  twenty-two  fold  in  the  twenty-three 
years ;  and  I\[r.  Thompson's  policy  respecting 
the  surplus  has  been  one  of  the  important  1 
factors  in  the  bank's  phenomenal  growth,  j 
Prior  to  his  cashiership  the  board  of  directors 
had  been  keeping  the  surplus  down  to  about 
what  the  law  required,  viz:  twenty  per  cent, 
of  the  capital  stock,  and  issuing  all  the  rest 
of  the  profits  in  dividends  to  the  stockhold- 
ers. Mr.  Thompson  contended  that  the  divi- 
dends should  not  exceed  the  legal  rate,  three 
per  cent,  semi-annually,  and  that  the  profits 
over  and  above  this  should  be  set  aside  to 
the  surplus  fund  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  business  which  he  insisted  would  come 
with  the  increase  of  that  fund :  that  a  grow- 
ing surplus  would  add  strength  and  stability 
and  bring  new  business.  It  was  not  without 
a  contest,  often  stubbornly  fought  and  long 
drawn  out,  that  the  }oung  banker  succeeded 
in  enforcing  his  policy  against  the  views  of 
some  of  the  older  directors  who  were  fond  of 
dividing  up  the  profits  to  the  full  limit.  Time 
has  vindicated  the  wisdom  of  that  policy. 

Mr.  Thompson  as  president  is  surrounded 
bv  directors  representing  the  active  and  con- 
servative business  interests  of  the  county. 
While  many  banks  sometimes  find  trouble  in 
getting  a  quorum  to  attend  their  directory 
meetings,  Mr.  Thompson  has  never  failed  to 
have  a  ([Udrum  present  since  he  has  been 
president.  The  following  constitute  the 
present  board  of  directors:  J.  \'.  Thompson. 
William  Hunt,  J.  D.  Ruliy.  G.  W.  Hess,  D. 
P.  Gibson,  J.  M.  Hustead,  H.  C.  Jefferis. 

The  officers  of  the  bank  are :  president, 
Josiah    \'.    Thompson ;    cashier,     Edgar    S. 


Hackney :  assistant  cashier,  Francis  M.  Se- 
nians,  Jr. :  teller,  Thomas  B.  Semans :  clerks, 
George  W.  Semans  and  Frank  H.  Rosboro. 

Though  he  has  many  other  vast  interests 
on  hand,  he  gives  first  attention  to  the  bank. 
His  capacity  for  work  is  extraordinary,  often 
covering  eighteen  to  twenty  hours  of  the 
twenty-four.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  see 
him  going  home  from  the  bank  for  a  nap 
when  the  first  gray  streaks  of  dawn  are 
breaking  across  the  mountain,  but  no  one 
ever  saw  him  work  after  midnight  on  Satur- 
day, for  it  is  an  inflexible  rule  of  his  life  that 
for  himself  and  his  employes  there  shall  be 
an  absolute  cessation  from  business  on  the 
Sabbath  day.  He  has  been  known  to  work- 
in  the  liank  until  a  late  hour  at  night,  and 
then  take  a  team,  drive  fifteen  miles  to  the 
Monongahela  river,  cross  over  and  be  pay- 
ing tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  farm- 
ers of  Greene  county  for  their  coal  before 
they  had  had  their  breakfast. 

Mr.  Thompson's  rules  respecting  his  em- 
ployes are  deserving  the  widest  jniblicity  and 
they  rank  him  as  a  practical  philanthropist  of 
high  order,  and  as  one  furnishing  invaluable 
services  to  the  community  in  lessons  of  in- 
dustry, sobriety,  clean  character  and  correct 
habits.  He  is  himself  strictly  temperate, 
using  tobacco  in  no  form  and  never  drinking 
anything  stronger  than  cold  water,  not  even 
coffee  or  tea.  He  will  have  no  employe  in 
his  bank  \\ho.  either  in  or  out  of  banking 
hours,  will  use  intoxicating  li(|Uors  of  any 
kind,  or  snu)ke  or  chew  tobacco.  He  wants 
onl\'  men  who  have  the  full  use  of  all  their 
powers  of  mind  and  body,  and  he  believes 
that  no  man  can  have  this  who  is  addicted  to 
drink  or  tobacco,  or  to  any  of  the  vices  of 
dissipation  or  riotous  living.  The  wisdom  of 
this  regulation  is  seen  in  the  amount  and 
character     of     the     work     which     President 
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Thompson's  employes  are  able  to  render  for 
the  bank  and  for  themselves  in  their  own 
business  affairs. 

But  while  much  work  is  expected  of  these 
employes,  they  receive  the  highest  salaries 
paid  by  any  bank  in  Pennsylvania  outside  the 
large  cities.  This  is  the  testimony  of  a  bank 
examiner ;  while  another  examiner,  whose 
work  takes  him  anywhere  over  the  country 
stated  that  the  percentage  of  earnings  was 
greater  and  the  percentage  of  expenses 
smaller  proportionately  in  the  First  National 
bank  of  Uniontown  than  in  any  other  bank 
from  Maine  to  California.  When  still  an- 
other examiner  on  a  certain  occasion  asked 
President  Thompson  how  much  bond  he  re- 
quired of  his  employes,  the  answer  was  char- 
acteristic: '"None:  I  would  not  have  an  em- 
ploye in  this  bank  who  had  to  give  bond." 

Mr.  Thompson's  standard  of  fitness  for  ser- 
vice is  that  a  young  man  must  be  bonded  by 
his  character,  and  his  freedom  from  the  vices 
and  habits  that  enslave  and  enfeeble.  If  this 
rule  were  observed  by  employers  generally, 
business  integrity  would  not  only  be  greatly- 
promoted  thereby,  but  who  could  measure 
the  gain  to  the  community  in  the  lessons  it 
would  teach  on  the  necessity  of  sobriety  and 
upright  character  ? 

Hox.  Albert  D.  Bovn  is  a  senator 
of  Pennsylvania  and  a  political  leader.  But 
he  has  a  distinction  far  greater  than  this :  he 
is  a  conceded  leader  of  the  Uniontown  bar — 
a  bar  celebrated  for  its  ability.  His  legal 
career  began  when  he  was  twenty-four.  He 
almost  instantantly  came  into  prominence. 
In  less  than  two  years  after  his  admission 
he  was  elected  district  attorney.  During  his 
second  year  in  ofifice  he  tried  the  case  of 
Jacob  Staup  for  the  murder  of-  his  neighbor, 
Alpheus    Glover.     Staup    was    defended    by 


the  ablest  members  of  the  Uniontown  bar, 
lawyers  who  afterwards  achieved  a  State  and 
national  reputation.  But  Bo}-d  convicted 
him  in  two  successive  trials.  Staup  was 
sentenced  to  death.  Pending  a  third  trial  he 
escaped  from  jail.  Twenty  years  after  he 
was  captured,  retried  and  finally  acquitted. 
Boyd  emerged  from  the  Staup  case  with  his 
reputation  made.  In  a  majority  of  the  cele- 
brated criminal  cases  tried  in  the  Fayette 
county  courts  during  the  last  quarter  of  this 
century  he  has  been  engaged  on  one  side  or 
the  other.  But  his  most  distinct  profes- 
sional success  has  been  won  in  the  civil 
courts.  He  has  a  big  share  of  the  civil  court 
practice,  and  he  is  too  busy  a  lawyer  to  be 
a  politician.  So,  when  in  1898,  the  Demo- 
crats of  the  Fortieth  senatorial  district  select- 
ed him  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  confer- 
ences as  their  candidate  for  senator  it  was 
intended  as  a  tribute  to  his  ability  and 
special  fitness  for  the  office  instead  of  as  the 
reward  of  a  self-seeking  politician.  And 
when  the  people  elected  him  to  the  senate 
by  a  liberal  majority  they  reflected  credit  on 
themselves.  He  has  taken  high  rank  in  that 
body  of  representative  law-makers. 

Albert  Darlington  Boyd  was  born  in 
Menallen  township,  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
December  31,  1845.  He  is  descended  from 
Mrginia  stock,  his  great-grandfather,  W\\- 
liam  Boyd,  having  removed  from  near  Win- 
chester, in  the  Shenandoah  vallev,  to  Fav- 
ette  county  in  1784.  He  settled  in  Bullskin 
township  where  he  patented  "Springhill,"  a 
tract  of  two  hundred  and  fortv  acres,  a  part 
of  which  is  still  in  possession  of  his  descend- 
ants. He  was  one  of  the  earlier  justices  of 
the  peace  of  the  county,  his  commission 
dating  from  1792.  Albert  D.  Boyd's  grand- 
father, Hon.  Robert  Boyd,  was  one  of  the 
associate     judges     of    the     county.     A.     D. 
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Boyd's  parents  were  William  Boyd  and  Jane 
C-  (Burgess)  Boyd.  As  a  farmer's  lad 
Albert  worked  on  the  farm  in  the  summer 
and  attended  the  district  school  during  the 
brief  winter  term,  until  he  acquired  enough 
learning  to  teach  school  himself.  From  a 
country  school  teacher  he  slowly  wended  his 
way  upward.  He  taught  school  for  a  num- 
ber of  terms  in  his  native  and  surrounding 
toMmships  and  one  year  at  Connellsville. 
Outside  of  his  common  school  course,  he  at- 
tended two  terms  at  Morgantown,  W.  Va., 
academ_v.  While  teaching  school  he  regis- 
tered as  a  law  student  with  the  late  Judge 
Alpheus  E.  Wilson,  and  during  his  vacations 
and  at  other  intervals  mastered  his  legal 
course,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1869. 
He  rose  rapidly  in  his  profession,  was  elect- 
ed district  attorney  by  the  Democrats  in 
1871,  served  till  1874  with  great  credit,  and 
since  then  has  been  a  general  practitioner, 
tending  more  and  more  in  recent  years  to 
exclusive  practice  in  the  civil  courts. 

He  is  an  all-around  lawyer.  He  is  strong 
in  all  lines.  He  has  great  power  as  a  jury 
advocate.  He  has  all  the  natural  advantages 
of  an  orator,  but  no  lawyer  at  the  bar  strives 
less  than  he  for  oratorical  effect.  He  is  too 
much  in  earnest  in  his  speeches  to  consider 
the  arts  of  the  rhetorician,  but  his  oratory 
has  an  unstudied  grace,  and  he  is  a  close  and 
absolutely  clear  reasoner.  He  is  eloquent 
in  the  sense  of  being  splendidly  in  earnest 
and  in  a  flow  of  lucid  English  that  always 
conveys  ideas,  which  is  the  only  kind  of  elo- 
quence that  amounts  to  anything.  Boyd 
never  wastes  words.  In  physical  advantages 
he  is  a  man  in  a  thousand.  Tall  and  of  mas- 
sive, though  symmetrical  Iniild,  with  hand- 
some clear  cut  features  and  blond  com- 
l)lexion  contrasting  with  the  closely  cropped 


gray  hair  which  surmounts  a  shapely  head, 
he  would  attract  attention  in  any  crowd. 
Two  sentences  from  an  editorial  tribute  to 
Roscoe  Conkling  when  he  died  twelve  years 
ago,  so  exactly  describe  Boyd  that  I  quote 
them  here :  "Mr.  Conkling  was  pre-eminent- 
ly a  manly  man.  His  superb  physique,  his 
lofty  but  unstudied  bearing,  his  pungent 
speech,  were  all  instinct  with  vitality." 

One  gets  of  Boyd  at  first  view  the  impres- 
sion of  his  mighty  reserve  strength.  The 
late  Hon.  Charles  E.  Boyle,  who  was  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Pennsylvania  bar  and  who 
died  in  the  zenith  of  his  fame  as  chief  justice 
of  Washington,  once  in.  a  conversation  with 
me  paid  Boyd  a  high  compliment.  Boyle 
was  coldly  accurate  in  his  views  and  opinions. 
He  never  overstated  anything.  I  had  just 
reported  to  him  Boyd's  able  advocacy  of  his 
(Boyle's)  claims  before  a  noted  political  con- 
ference and  his  unanswerable  and  unanswer- 
ed arguments  in  the  support  of  these  claims. 
Boyle  said :  "I  am  more  than  satisfied. 
Boyd  is  a  strong  man.''  Boyd  happened  to 
be  passing  just  them.  After  he  had  gone 
out  of  hearing,  Boyle  looked  after  him  and 
repeatedly  slowly:  "He  is  a  very  strong 
man."  I  realized  that  that  was  a  very  great 
compliment,  coming  from  Boyle.  At  an- 
other time,  Mr.  Boyle  said  that  "Boyd  has 
more  law  at  his  tongue's  end  than  any  of 
us."  In  Boyd's  most  famous  murder  case, 
that  of  Nicholas  Lyman  Dukes  for  the  kill- 
ing of  Captain  A.  C.  Nutt  in  December,  1882, 
he  was  o]5posed  to  Boyle,  who  defended 
Dukes.  Boyd  made  the  opening  speech  to 
the  jury  for  the  Commonwealth. 

September  21,  1872,  Mr.  Boyd  married 
Annie  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Robert  Pat- 
terson, of  Uniontown.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren, all  grown  up :  Edward  Willson  Boyd 
and   Samuel   P.   Bovd,   are   lawyers   and   are 
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associated  with  their  father  in  practice ;  Al- 
bert D.,  Ji'-,  and  Wallace  are  civil  engineers; 
Miss  Mary  is  at  home.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage  Mr.  Boyd  purchased  a  beautiful 
estate,  "Locust  Hill,"  in  the  East  End, 
Uniontown,  where  he  still  resides. 

In  politics  ]\Ir.  Boyd  is  a  Democrat.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  count_v  conmiittee 
several  terms.  Since  his  election  to  the  dis- 
trict attorneyship  he  has  never  been  an 
aspirant  in  the  active  sense  for  any  office. 
But  in  1898  the  Democracy  of  Fayette  se- 
lected him  as  its  candidate  for  senator  in  the 
Fortieth  district.  Greene,  the  other  county 
of  the  district,  also  supported  him  and  his 
nomination  was  unanimous.  The  people, 
recognizing  his  superior  fitness  to  the  place, 
voted  for  him  without  a  strict  regard  for 
party  ties,  and  he  was  elected  by  a  sweeping 
majority. 

One  of  Boyd's  most  admirable  traits  is  his 
unselfishness.  He  is  most  generous  and 
helpful  towards  the  young  lawyers  who  are 
struggling  for  recognition  and  a  practice. 
]\Iany  a  helpful  act  of  his  is  gratefully  re- 
membered by  the  youngsters  who  are  start- 
ing where  he  started  thirty  years  ago.  The 
big,  manly  lawyer  has  a  host  of  friends,  and 
he  deserves  them ;  he  is  a  loyal,  generous 
friend  himself.  And  he  has  a  handsome 
practice,  because  he  deserves  that,  by  virtue 
of  his  ability  and  reliability  as  a  lawyer. 

Er.-^smus  K.mser,  jeweler  at  Brownsville, 
Pa.,  is  the  son  of  the  late  Erasmus  and  Mar- 
garet Kaiser.  His  father  was  a  carpenter 
and  contractor  in  Frieberg,  Baden,  Germany, 
where  he  died  in  1843,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
five  years.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  died  there  in  1846,  at  the  age  of 
forty-six  years.  Mr.  Kaiser  left  home  early 
in  life,  and  but  very  little   of  the   ancestral 


history  of  his  family  is  known  to  him.  Eras- 
mus Kaiser  was  born  in  Freiberg,  Baden. 
Germany,  December  26,  1826.  He  attend- 
ed school  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  was  sent  to  Lahr,  Baden,  to  learn 
his  trade — watch  and  clock  making.  He  re- 
mained in  Lahr,  working  at  his  trade  until 
1848,  when  he  came  to  America.  He  first 
located  at  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  and  there  was 
employed  as  watch  and  clock  maker  for  a 
Air.  De  Boyne  until  1850,  when  he  went  to 
Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  and 
engaged  in  the  jewelry,  watch  and  clock 
business.  Not  being  pleased  with  this  loca- 
tion he  remained  but  a  short  time,  when  he 
removed  to  Brownsville,  where  he  com- 
menced business  in  April,  1852,  and  has  car- 
ried on  a  jeweler's  store  most  successfully 
ever  since.  He  carries  a  large  and  assorted 
stock  of  all  kinds  of  goods  connected  with 
a  first  class  jewelry  house,  and  has  one  of 
the  best  appointed  stores  of  the  kind  in 
Western  Pennsylvania.  As  a  workman  his 
reputation  and  his  work  show  his  early 
thorough  training.  He  has  built  up  a  large 
trade  at  Brownsville  and  in  the  surrounding 
country,  and  at  the  same  time  made  many 
warm  personal  friends.  He  stands  high  in 
the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  is 
esteemed  by  all  who  knoiv  him.  He  has 
served  several  terms  as  a  member  of  the 
council  in  Brownsville,  and  has  been  twice 
elected  as  school  director  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church  for  thirty-five  years  and  has 
held  the  position  of  deacon  for  many  years. 
He  was  married  at  Greensburg,  Pa.,  in  1850, 
to  Miss  Catherine  Iftner.  She  is  a  native 
of  Bavaria,  Germany,  came  to  America  in 
1846  and  located  at  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  with 
her  half-brother,  Henry  Iftner,  who  after- 
ward   moved    to    Pittsfield,    111.     The\-    have 


848 


NELSON'S  BIOOSAPHICAL  DICTIONARY 


four  children:  Charles  H.,  Lizzie,  Joseph 
and  William.  Charles  H.  married  Lizzie, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Kohler,  an  old  and  re- 
spected citizen  of  Hanover,  York  county, 
Pa.,  and  is  proprietor  of  a  jewelry  store  at 
Hanover.  They  have  one  daughter.  Lizzie 
Kaiser  married  Frank  W.  Acklin,  of  Browns- 
ville. They  live  in  Tyrone,  Blair  county, 
I 'a.,  where  Air.  Acklin  has  a  jewelry  store. 
Joseph  is  married  and  owns  a  jewelry  store 
in  Jamestown,  New  York.  William  is  un- 
married and  is  with  his  father  in  Browns- 
ville. In  connection  with  his  other  business, 
]\Ir.  Kaiser  is  a  director  in  the  Second  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Brownsville. 

D.wiD  MoFFiTT  Hart,  of  Bridgeport,  Pa., 
was  born  in  Washington  county.  Pa.,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1832.  He  was  a  son  of  James 
Gibson  and  Isabel  (Moffit)  Hart.  His 
father  was  born  in  Chester  county,  Pa., 
January  2,  1807,  and  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Washington  county,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  weaver  and  fuller  of  woolen  cloth. 
He  served  two  terms  as  associate  judge  of 
Washington  county.  Pa.  He  purchased  a 
mill  and  continued  in  this  business  until  1838 
when  he  sold  the  mill  and  purchased  a  store 
in  Centreville,  the  same  county.  In  1848 
he  sold  his  store  and  bought  the  Stephen 
Hill  farm,  containing  four  hunch-cd  acres, 
and  lived  there  until  his  death  in  1885.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Whig,  and  when  the  Re- 
publican party  was  organized,  joined  it.  He 
was  elected  associate  judge  of  Washington 
county  in  1856,  and  served  two  terms.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Pigeon  Creek  Presby- 
terian church  all  his  life,  serving  as  deacon 
for  many  years.  David  Hart,  father  of 
James  G.  Hart,  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
November  28,  1775:  moved  first  to  Chester 
and   then   to   Washington   county.     He   pur- 


chased a  farm  in  Somerset  township,  and 
lived  there  until  his  death  October  I,  1852. 
David  M.  Hart,  after  finishing  the  studies 
taught  at  the  common  school  at  Centreville, 
studied  the  higher  branches  under  the  tutor- 
ship of  Samuel  Linton  and  his  brother.  He 
then  turned  his  attention  to  farming  for 
about  four  years.  In  1852  he  was  engaged  as 
a  clerk  in  a  drug  store  at  Jefferson,  Greene 
county,  and  in  1854  he  purchased  a  saw 
mill  in  West  Bethlehem  township,  Wash- 
ington county,  which  he  operated  with  suc- 
cess. He  also  operated  a  mill  near  jjrowns- 
ville  and  one  in  Preston  count}',  W.  \'a.  Lie 
continued  in  the  lumber  business  until  1880, 
when  he  retired  from  business.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a  Republican;  was  elected  burgess 
of  Bridgeport  in  1880  and  served  two  terms. 
He  has  twice  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
council,  serving  as  president,  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  for  three  years,  and 
is  now  justice  of  the  peace.  He  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  14th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania 
\'olunteers,  Septcml^er  12,  1862.  Mr.  Llart 
has  been  twice  married.  First  on  j\Iay  i, 
1856,  to  Peri  Rex,  daughter  of  Charles  Rex, 
of  Jefferson,  Greene  county.  While  on  their 
wedding  tour  Mrs.  Hart  was  stricken  with 
typhoid  fever  and  died  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Her  remains  were  brought  home  and  buried 
in  Greene  county.  Mr.  Hart  was  married  a 
second  time,  on  July  26,  1869,  to  Sarah  M. 
Wilgus,  daughter  of  John  S.  and  Barbaraetta 
(Hunter)  Wilgus.  Sarah  M.  Wilgus  was 
born  in  Fayette  City.  May  i,  1848,  and  was 
the  second  in  a  family  of  seven  children. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Perryopolis,  Fayette 
county,  October  2S.  1823.  He  moved  to 
liridgeport  in  1850.  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  in  connec- 
tion with  a  general  store,  which  he  sold  in 
1873,  when  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 


'C^ 


ASD   HISTORICAL  REFERENCE   BOOK   OF  FAYETTE   COUNTY. 


84  f> 


Brownsville.  He  held  that  office  for  five 
years.  In  jMarch,  1880,  he  moved  to  Alonon- 
gahela  City,  where  he  still  resides  and  is  at 
■the  present  time  a  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil. The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hart, 
John  \\'ilgus,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in 
1786,  and  was  a  physician  and  a  great 
student.  He  moved  to  Perryopolis  in  1806, 
being  one  of  the  first  settlers.  He  was  prac- 
tically the  first  one  to  conceive  the  idea  of 
connecting"  the  two  oceans  by  railroad.  He 
made  drawings  illustrating  his  idea,  and  sent 
them  to  ^^'ashington,  where  they  hung  for 
years  on  the  walls  of  the  Senate  chamber. 
He  died  October  11,  1871.  David  M.  and 
Sarah  Hart  have  nine  children :  J.  Percy, 
Wallace  A.,  Peri  A.,  Lawrence  W.,  Kenneth 
A'l.,  James  G.,  Isabel  j\I.,  J.  Wilgus  and  David 
M.,  Jr.  J.  Percy  Hart  was  born  May  18, 
1870,  and  attended  the  Bridgeport  union 
schools.  He  learned  typography  and  is  now 
connected  with  the  "Bridgeport  Monitor,'' 
as  foreman.  He  married  Finley  Z.  Taylor, 
on  January  16,  1893.  They  have  one  child, 
Melissa  M.  Hart.  His  wife  is  the  daughter 
of  John  Taylor,  of  Washington  county. 
Peri  A.  Hart  was  married  November  30,  i 
1897,  to  Robert  E.  Doak,  of  Bridgeport. 

William  Aluxaxder  Edxiiston,  cashier 
of  the  Monongahela  Bank  at  Brownsville, 
Pa.,  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Margaret 
(Bryce)  Edmiston.  His  father  was  born  in 
Fulton  county,  Pa.,  in  181 1,  and  was  a  chair 
maker  by  trade.  He  came  to  Brownsville 
about  1840,  and  opened  a  shop.  He  con- 
tinued to  work  at  his  trade  until  his  death  in 
1856.  He  was  a  Presbyterian,  and  was  of 
Irish  and  Scotch  descent.  Of  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  Mr.  Edmiston.  the  facts  as 
obtained  are  that  he  was  born  in  Ireland, 
came  to  America  and  settled  in  Fulton  comi- 


ty. Pa.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  the 
mother,  of  W.  A.  Edmiston  was  married  to 
Geo.  W.  Harrison,  of  Washington  countv. 
Pa.  They  lived  on  a  farm  in  that  countv, 
about  three  miles  from  Brownsville.  She 
died  May  30,  1898,  in  the  seventy-second 
year  of  her  age.  Andrew  Bryce,  maternal 
grandfather  of  Mr.  Edmiston,  was  a  native 
of  Scotland  who  came  to  this  countr^•  about 
1820.  He  was  a  miller,  and  worked  at  that 
business  all  his  life.  He  died  in  the  State  of 
Indiana,  while  there  on  a  visit. 

Wm.  A.  Edmiston  was  born  at  Browns- 
ville, December  23,  1846,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  town. 
After  leaving  school  he  was  a  clerk  in  the 
drug  store  of  John  Wallace  &  Co.,  of 
Brownsville,  for  about  one  vear.  He  held 
the  position  of  clerk  in  different  stores 
in  Brownsville  until  in  1866,  he  secured 
the  position  of  second  clerk  on  one  of  the 
steamboats  belonging  to  the  Pittsburgh, 
Brownsville  and  Geneva  Packet  Co.  He 
was  in  their  employ  continuoush-  for  sixteen 
years,  excepting  the  years  1871  and  1872, 
when  he  was  engaged  in  the  drygoods  busi- 
ness in  Brownsville.  He  served  as  first  and 
as  second  clerk  until  1878,  and  from  that 
time  until  1882  was  captain  of  the  steamboat 
'"Germania"  plying  between  Geneva  and 
Pittsburg.  In  1882  he  was  elected  teller  of 
the  Monongahela  Bank,  in  which  position 
he  continued  until  1888,  when  he  was  elect- 
ed cashier,  which  position  he  still  fills.  The 
Monongahela  Bank  was  organized  in  1812, 
chartered  in  1814,  and  now  has  a  capital  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  an  aver- 
age deposit  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars,  with  a  surplus  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars.  The  present  officers 
of  the  bank  are :  president,  Chas.  L.  Snow- 
don  ;     vice-president,      H.      W.      Robinson  r 
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cashier,  Wni.  A.  Edmiston ;  teller,  C.  W. 
Bownian.  The  directors  are  C.  L.  Snow- 
don,  H.  W.  Robinson,  M.  A.  Cox,  Wm.  Cox, 
Eli  Bar,  Chas.  W.  Bowman  and  H.  J.  Eng- 
lish. ]\Ir.  Edmiston  was  for  several  years 
the  clerk  of  the  town  council,  and  has  also 
served  as  borough  treasurer.  He  was  elect- 
ed on  the  Republican  ticket  in  1883  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  and  re-elected  in 
1886,  serving  as  secretary  of  that  body  dur- 
ing the  major  part  of  his  incumbency,  and 
has  since  1893  served  as  its  president.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  is  its  treasurer  and  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  and  stewards.  He  was 
married  in  1869  to  Miss  \'irginia  Beacom, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  L.  R.  Beacom  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They  have 
four  children  :  Clarence  B.,  Bessie  W,  Wm. 
B.  and  Helen  h.  Bessie  V.  was  married  in 
March,  1896,  to  ]\Iartin  R.  Jacobs,  son  of 
Captain  Adam  Jacobs,  Sr.,  (deceased).  They 
have  one  child,  Ann  Snowdon  Jacobs. 
Clarence  B.  was  graduated  in  dentistry,  but 
the  confinement  of  the  office  being  injurious 
to  his  health  he  secured  the  position  of  chief 
clerk  on  the  steamer  "I.  C.  Woodward," 
running  from  Morgantown  to  Pittsburg. 
The  Rev.  E.  R.  Beacom,  father  of  Mrs.  W. 
A.  Edmiston,  was  a  prominent  member  of 
Pittsburg  conference,  M.  E.  church,  and  was 
just  completing  his  fiftieth  year  of  continu- 
ous work  wlu-n  he  dieil  in  .\pril,   1898. 

]M.-\RTIX  Ri-:ii.i':v  J.\Coi',s,  of  Brownsville. 
Pa.,  was  born  in  I'lrownsville.  July  8.  1835. 
His  great-grandfather,  Adam  Jacobs,  was 
born  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  in  1748,  moved 
to  .Mk'gheny  county  at  an  early  date,  and 
engaged  in  farming.  He  located  on  Turtle 
creek  near  "Braddock's  Eicld,"  eleven  miles 


east  of  Pittsburg.  He  remained  there  until 
1793,  when  he  came  to  Brownsville,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  until 
his  death  in  1818.  He  was  married  twice. 
First  to  Mary  Wirtz,  on  ]\Iay  14,  I77'>;  she 
died  without  children.  The  second  time  to 
Catherine  Endley,  on  December  6,  1792,  to 
whom  there  were  seven  children  born : 
Adam,  Ann,  who  married  David  Beggs ; 
Mary,  who  married  John  Johnson ;  and 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Dr.  Raney,  and  three 
who  died  in  childk.ood.  Adam  Jacobs 
(named  after  his  father)  was  born  in  Browns- 
ville, December  3,  1794,  was  educated  at  the 
subscription  schools,  and  afterward  attended 
Washington  college ;  he  became  a  merchant. 
He  was  married  January  16,  1816,  to  Eliza 
Reiley,  daughter  of  Martin  Reiley,  of  Bed- 
ford, Bedford  county.  Pa.,  a  member  of  the 
Colonial  Guards. 

Mr.  Adam  Jacobs,  (the  second),  died  June 
29,  1822.  He  left  one  son,  Adam  (the  3rd) 
who  was  born  January  7,  1817.  The  last 
named  received  his  early  education  in  the 
pav  schools,  and  at  about  sixteen  years  of 
age  was  apprenticed  to  G.  W.  Bowman  to 
learn  coppersmithing.  Pie  remained  with 
him  four  years,  and  then  went  into  business 
for  himself.  In  1840  Captain  Jacobs  com- 
menced steamboating.  He  at  first  ran  on 
the  lower  rivers  from  Pittsburg  to  St.  Louis, 
and  the  tributaries  of  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers.  In  1845  when  Lock  No.  4 
was  comjileted,  making  Brownsville  the  head 
of  navigation,  he  built  the  steamer  "Lewis 
McLane,"  and  commanded  it  until  1847, 
when  he  turned  his  attention  to  building 
steamboats  in  which  he  was  engaged  until 
1872,  when  he  practically  retired  from  that 
business,  having  l)uih  over  one  hundred  and 
twenty  boats.  Building  lioats,  however,  did 
not  occupy  all  his  time,  as  he  was  engaged 
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in  mercantile  business  from  1843  to  1865. 
He  purchased  a  tract  of  land  containing 
one  thousand  acres,  in  Luzerne  township, 
about  eight  miles  from  Brownsville,  calling 
it  East  Riverside,  where  there  has  been  a 
postofifice  established  by  the  same  name. 
He  retired  to  his  farm  in  1872.  Not  being 
satisfied  with  a  quiet  life,  established  a  boat 
yard  on  his  farm,  and  there  built  five  boats 
for  the  Pittsburg,  Brownsville  and  Geneva 
Packet  Company.  Thinking  there  was  coal 
underlying  his  farm,  he  ran  a  slope,  (com- 
mencing in  the  hill  about  fifty  feet  above  the 
river)  four  hundred  and  sixty  feet  at  a  grade 
of  one  foot  in  three  where  he  struck  a  ten 
foot  vein  of  fine  coal.  The  slope  remains  as  he 
left  it,  no  coal  having  been  mined.  On  the 
22d  of  February,  1838,  Air.  Jacobs  married 
Miss  Ann  Snowdon,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, August  16,  1816,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Alary  (Smith)  Snowdon.  Her  father, 
John  Snowdon,  was  born  Alarch  2,  1796,  at 
Martin,  near  Scarborough  in  Yorkshire,  and 
came  to  America  in  1819;  landed  at  Balti- 
more and  came  overland  by  wagon  to 
Brownsville  (see  sketch  of  J.  X.  Snowdon). 
To  Adam  and  Ann  Jacobs  ten  children  were 
born,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living:  Alary 
Eliza  (married  Wm.  Parkhill);  Adam;  Cathe- 
rine, (wife  of  S.  S.  Graham ) ;  Caroline,  (mar- 
ried John  H.  Bowman) ;  Ann  (wife  of  J.  L. 
AIcBirney):  Alartin  Reiley  and  George 
Jacobs.  John  Xelson  Jacobs,  another  son, 
died  January  14,  1894,  (see  sketch  of  J.  N. 
Jacobs).  Ca]itain  Jacobs  resided  on  his  farm 
until  his  death  on  December  13,  1883. 

After  his  father's  death.  Alartin  Reiley 
Jacobs  was  appointed  one  of  the  trustees  to 
look  after  the  vast  estate  left  by  'his  father. 
AI.  R.  Jacobs  is  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  and 
also  of  the  Columbia  law  school.  He  com- 
mands the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.     He 


was  married  on  Alarch  18,  1896,  to  Elizabeth 
Edmiston,  daughter  of  W.  A.  Edmiston  (see 
sketch).  They  have  one  daughter,  Ann  S., 
born  April  4,  1897. 

Capt.  Adam  Jacobs  was  born  in  Browns- 
ville, Pa.,  August  8,  1840.  He  is  the  fourth 
to  bear  the  name  in  Brownsville.  His  great- 
grandfather, Adam  Jacobs,  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster county.  Pa.,  in  1748;  came  to  Browns- 
ville in  1793,  and  died  in  1818.  His  grand- 
father, Adam  Jacobs,  was  born  December 
3,  1794,  and  died  June  29,  1822,  and  his 
father,  Adam  Jacobs,  was  born  in  Browns- 
ville, January  7,  1817,  and  died  December  18, 
1883,  (see  preceding  sketch).  Captain  Adam 
Jacobs  attended  school  until  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  clerked  in  the  bank 
for  two  years.  He  then  attended  school  for 
another  year  and  in  1858  commenced  work 
in  his  father's  drygoods  store  where  he  con- 
tinued until  the  war  commenced  in  1861, 
I  when  he  organized  a  company  in  Browns- 
ville, was  elected  first  lieutenant  and  went 
into  camp  at  Pittsburg,  where  his  company 
was  mustered  in  as  Company  D  of  8th 
Penna.  Reserve  \'ol.  Corps.  Air.  Jacobs 
was  promoted  to  quartermaster  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  served  until  February,  1862,  when 
he  resigned.  He  came  back  to  the  drygoods 
store  where  he  remained  until  1865,  when  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  up  to  1871, 
then  he  returned  to  Brownsville  and  en- 
gaged in  the  iron  and  steel  business  until 
1877.  ^^  then  commenced  work  on  the 
river  where  he  has  since  remained.  July  14, 
1864,  he  married  Laura  Imogene  Alyers. 
Five  children  are  living:  Adam  Al.  R.  Jacobs, 
born  X'ovember  19.  1866.  who  married  Bes- 
sie, daughter  of  George  ^^'.  and  Sarah  (Chat- 
land)  Lenhart.  of  Brownsville,  February  10, 
1897;    Helen  R.  Jacobs,  born  December  2^,, 
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1869;  Annie  S.,  born  August  25,  1873,  mar- 
ried Frank  A.  Carsten,  of  Washington,  P.a., 
November  26,  1896,  and  has  one  child, 
Helen  Imogene  Carsten,  who  was  born  Janu- 
ary I,  1898;  and  Laura  Imogene  Jacobs,  was 
born  August  30,  1876,  and  married  Edward 
T.  C.  Slease,  June  3,  1896.  Laura  Imogene 
(Myers)  Jacobs  was  born  in  Canton,  Ohio. 
January  12,  1842,  and  died  at  East  Riverside, 
December  25,  1891.  Her  great-grandfather, 
Daniel  Mvers,  was  born  in  Mattiachin,  Mont- 
gomery county.  Pa.,  February  13,  1750.  He 
moved  to  Alaryland  in  1772.  He  was  mar- 
ried October  5,  1773,  to  Barbara  Myers, 
daughter  of  John  Myers,  of  York  county.  Pa. 
She  was  born  June  23,  1775,  and  died  August 
29,  1838.  Daniel  Myers  died  November  10, 
1797.  Flis  son.  John  Myers,  was  born  in 
Maryland,  August  30,  1774.  and  died  in  Can- 
ton, Ohio,  June  14,  1856.  He  was  married 
to  Rachel  Shriver,  on  August  8,  1805.  She 
was  born  August  25,  1785,  and  died  in  Can- 
ton, Ohio,  June  30,  1830.  Henry  Harrison 
Myers  (son  of  John  Myers)  was  born  in 
Canton,  Ohio,  March  15,  1813.  He  was 
married  on  October  21,  1838,  to  Ann  Eliza 
Eleanor  Rappc,  daughter  of  Dr.  Andrew 
Rappe ;  she  was  born  March  15,  1815,  and 
died  August  7.  1876.  Captain  Jacobs  com- 
menced his  work  on  the  river  as  clerk  on 
the  boat  run  by  Capt.  M.  A.  Cox,  and  in 
1889  was  made  captain  of  the  steamer  "Ger- 
mania."  He  has  navigated  most  of  the  tri- 
butaries of  the  Ohio  river,  and  as  far  south 
as  New  ( Orleans,  and  is  considered  a  master 
of  his  ]irofession. 

Wii.MAM  PiAr.T.  McCoKMiCK  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  ]'a\clte  county,  Pa.,  Oc- 
tober 15,  1843.  His  grandfather,  Noble  Mc- 
Ccirmick,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to 
America    at    an    carb-    date    and    settled    in 


Franklin  township,  about  six  miles  from 
Brownsville,  where  John  ^^'.  McCormick,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born, 
February  26,  1818.  He  was  married  Decem- 
ber 18,  1838,  to  Sarah  Hazen,  daughter  of 
David  and  Elsie  Mary  (Wintermute)  Hazen, 
who  came  from  New  Jersey  and  settled  in 
Franklin  township  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers. David  Hazen  was  born  February  6, 
1770,  and  his  wife  Elsie  M.,  was  born  June 
7,  1776.  They  were  married  December  6, 
1795.  They  had  nine  children,  of  whom 
Sarah,  mother  of  William  C.  McCormick, 
was  the  youngest.  David  Hazen  died  No- 
vember II.  1848.  and  his  wife  Elsie,  died 
May  3,  1850.  To  John  \\'.  and  Sarah  Mc- 
Cormick four  children  were  born,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  and  William  B.  and 
Elsie  Isabel  lived  to  maturity;  the  latter  mar- 
ried John  S.  Cunningham,  who  died  August 
14,  1899,  and  Elsie  Isabel  Cunningham  tiled 
May  18,  1898.  John  W.  McCormick  was 
drowned  April  26,  1846,  and  Sarah,  his  wife, 
died  March  21,  1896.  William  B.  McCor- 
mick attended  the  district  schools  in  winter 
and  worked  on  the  farm  in  summer  until 
June  10.  1862.  when  he  came  to  Brownsville 
as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Capt.  Adam  Jacobs, 
remaining  three  years.  He  then  went  on 
the  river,  running  the  southern  route  with 
Capt.  Lewis  and  E.  D.  Abrams,  where  he 
remained  three  years.  From  1868  to  1877 
he  conducted  a  drygoods  store  in  Browns- 
ville, and  from  1877  to  1885  was  engaged  in 
the  coal  Inisiness.  From  1885  to  1893  he 
was  cashier  in  the  Internal  revenue  office, 
23d  district  Pennsylvania  at  Pittsburg  under 
Collector  E.  A.  Biglcr,  and  from  1889  to 
1897  was  engaged  in  the  furniture  Inisiness. 
January  17,  1895,  he  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Cleveland  as  jiostmaster  of  Brownsville, 
which  office  he  held  for  four  years.     He  was 
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married  October  7,  1880,  to  EHza,  daughter 
of  John  and  Jane  (Wintermute)  Johnston. 
Her  grandfather,  George  Johnston,  was  born 
in  JMonaglian,  Ireland ;  landed  in  Philadel- 
phia with  his  wife  Isabel  (Rock),  in  1805,  and 
came  to  Hickory,  Washington  county.  Pa., 
wliere  his  uncle  resided.  His  son,  John 
Johnston  (father  of  Mrs.  McCormick),  was 
born  there  March  30,  1806.  George  John- 
ston came  to  Brownsville  soon  after  and  com- 
menced business  as  a  weaver  in  the  house 
where  Dr.  J.  R.  Patton  afterwards  lived. 
John  Johnston  learned  the  carpenter  trade 
with  George  Grofif.  He  was  prominent  as  a 
contractor  and  lumberman  for  many  years. 
He  was  a  director  in  the  Monongahela  bank 
for  nearly  fifty  years.  He  was  a  member  of 
Christ's  Episcopal  church ;  being  vestryman 
for  many  years,  and  was  one  of  a  committee 
of  three  appointed  to  superintend  the  build- 
ing of  the  church.  He  had  six  children ; 
two  only  lived  to  maturity,  George  W.  and 
Eliza  J.  (wife  of  ?vlr.  McCormick).  John 
Johnston  died  April  29,  1887,  and  his  wife 
Jane  (Wintermute)  Johnston,  died  April  27, 
1891.  The  WinternuUe  family  is  of  German 
extraction  and  tradition  says  the  founder 
thereof  in  this  country  was  a  sailor,  who 
when  his  vessel  was  lying  oft  the  coast  of 
New  Jersey,  went  on  shore  with  others  of 
the  crew,  and  being  pleased  with  the  covm- 
try,  concluded  to  remain.  Below  will  be 
found  the  inscription  on  his  tombstone  in 
Stillwater  cemetery,  New  Jersey,  which  was 
copied  from  the  stone  of  Mr.  J.  P.  ^^'inter- 
mute  while  on  a  visit  there  in  1876. 

"inscription." 

"(Here  rests  in  God  George  Wintermute, 

born  May  11,  171 1,  in  the  city  (or  town)  of 

Inpung,    Europe ;   came   to   America    in   the 

year  1736  and  was  married  to  M.  E.  Bern- 

45 


hartin  in  the  year  1739,  and  had  eight  chil- 
dren ;  lived  in  wedlock  43  years  and  3 
months.  He  died  in  the  year  1782,  the  19th 
of  December  in  the  evening  at  10  P.  M.  His 
age  was  71  years,  3  months  and  8  days  and 
left  behind  3  sons  and  3  daughters  alive)." 

Of  these  eight  children  one  is  renowned 
as  having  built  Port  Wintermoot  near 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  One  was  said  to  have 
been  killed  in  the  Massacre  of  Wyoming; 
one  killed  in  battle ;  one  uniting  his  fortunes 
with  the  British,  removed  to  Canada  where 
his  descendants  now  reside  near  Port  Erie, 
and  another  was  the  great-grandfather  of 
Airs.  McCormick,  who  after  bringing  up  a 
large  family  at  the  old  homestead  in  New 
Jersey,  finally,  in  his  old  age,  removed  to 
Fayette  county.  Pa.,  where  several  of  his 
children  were  residing,  and  where  he  died  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety  years.  William 
B.  McCormick  and  wife  have  but  one  child 
living  (two  having  died  in  infancy),  William 
Johnston  McCormick,  who  was  born  March 
29,  1887.  Mr.  McCormick  has  always  been 
identified  with  the  best  interests  of  Browns- 
ville ;  a  representative  citizen,  respected  and 
trusted  by  all.  He  has  been  for  years  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  He  is  a  ves- 
tryman in  Christ's  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  he  and  his  wife  are  members. 

John  Jacob  Rathmell  was  born  in 
Brownsville,  August  10,  1837.  He  is  of 
English  descent.  His  paternal  great-grand- 
father, Christopher  Rathmell,  was  born  in 
Grassington,  England,  where  the  town  of 
Rathmell  and  also  a  church  of  the  same 
name,  still  exists.  They  were  extensive  land 
owners.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Rathmell,  was  born  at  the  same  place  in  17S0 
and  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Lawson  in 
1799;  they  had  tliirteen  children.   John  Rath- 
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niell  died  in  England,  in  November,  i860. 
Thomas  Rathmell,  the  third  child  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Rathmell,  was  born  in  Gras- 
sington,  England,  February  28,  1802.  He 
married  Maria  Fletcher  at  Grassington, 
January  I.  1828.  They  came  to  America, 
landing  at  Baltimore  in  June,  183 1,  and  came 
overland  by  stage  to  Brownsville.  They  had 
five  children :  Christopher,  John  Jacob, 
Laura,  Riolay  F.,  and  Mary.  Thomas  Rath- 
mell died  at  Brownsville,  August  9,  1872, 
and  his  wife  Maria  (Fletcher)  Rathmell  died 
February  13,  1862.  Maria  Fletcher  Rath- 
mell was  the  daughter  of  George  Fletcher, 
Jr.,  and  Elizabeth  (Lathem)  Fletcher.  Her 
great-grandfather,  George  Fletcher,  was 
married  to  Isabel  Riolay  in  1740.  They  had 
only  one  child,  George  Fletcher,  who  was 
born  in  1741.  He  married  Elizabeth  Brad- 
ley, who  was  born  in  1751  and  died  in  1791. 
They  had  one  child,  George  Fletcher.  Jr., 
\\'ho  was  born  August  3,  1772.  George 
Fletcher,  Sr.,  was  a  minister  of  the  Church 
of  England  at  Linton  parish.  Settle,  Eng- 
land, for  many  years.  George  Fletcher,  Jr., 
was  cashier  of  the  Settle  bank  for  more  than 
fifty  years.  He  married  Elizabeth  Lathem, 
November  17,  1790,  and  they  had  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Maria  (Fletcher)  Rathmell, 
was  the  si.xth  child;  she  was  born  Juh-  22, 
1806.  George  Fletcher  died  November  1, 
1855,  and  his  wife  November  i,  1841. 

John  Jacob  Rathmell  has  been  identified 
with  the  jniblic  interests  of  both  the  borough 
in  which  he  lives  and  the  countN'  ever  since 
arriving  at  the  years  of  malurilw  He  has 
always  been  a  staunch  Republican,  and  was 
constable  for  ten  years  and  tax  collector  for 
many  _\ears.  Me  has  l)cen  in  the  eni])lov  of 
the  old  Monongahela  Bridge  Co.  for  the 
l^ast  fifteen  years.  He  married  Anna  Mat- 
thews, May  4,  1864.     Her  great-grandfather 


was  Sir  John  Matthews,  of  the  nobility  of 
England.  Her  grandfather,  Chidley  Mat- 
thews, came  to  America  when  a  young  man. 
He  married  Miss  Martha  Parks  and  settled 
at  Emmitsburg,  Frederick  county,  ]\Id. 
He  died  in  1805.  They  had  five  children, 
the  youngest  son,  George,  being  the  father 
of  Anna  Matthews.  He  was  born  June  i, 
1803,  and  was  baptized  and  brought  up  in  the 
Presbyterian  faith.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
physical  and  mental  vigor,  and  as  a  business 
man  had  few  equals ;  while  never  aspiring  to 
office,  yet  he  filled  several  important  posi- 
tions in  Allegany  county,  Md.  Fie  was 
judge  of  the  orphans'  court  and  county  com- 
missioner, and  also  filled  some  minor  posi- 
tions with  credit  and  ability.  He  kept  hotel 
and  a  general  store  at  "Little  Crossings"  on 
the  National  Road  from  1832  to  1839,  and  re- 
moved from  there  to  Selbysport,  Md.,  where 
he  (lied  July  16,  1890.  He  married  Lydia 
Compton,  January  12,  1832;  they  had  ten 
children,  of  whom  Anna  (Matthews)  Rath- 
mell was  the  third,  and  she  was  born  Janu- 
ary 12,  1841.  Lydia  (Compton)  Matthews 
was  born  July  21,  1816,  and  is  still  living  at 
Markleysburg,  Pa.  To  John  Jacob  and 
Anna  (Matthews)  Rathmell  four  children 
were  born  :  George  M.,  March  9,  1865  ;  A. 
Ross,  October  2^.  1866;  Thomas  J.,  Sep- 
tember 19,  1868;  Harvey  C,  October  22, 
1870.  George  ^1.  Rathmell  was  married 
October  31,  1S95,  to  Ellen  M.,  daughter  of 
the  late  Dr.  Henry  and  Mar\-  (Porter)  East- 
man, of  Merrittstown,  Pa.  Mrs.  Rathmell 
was  Ikm'u  August  18,  1870.  They  have  one 
child,  .'\nna  Elizaljeth,  born  November  22, 
1897.  George  M.  Rathmell  received  his  edu- 
cation in  Brownsville,  and  then  engaged  in 
the  drug  business  with  H.  W.  Robinson, 
with  whom  he  remained  ten  vears.  P.y  the 
strictest    economv    he    accumulated    enough 
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money  to  commence  business  for  himself, 
and  opened  a  drug  store  in  Bridgeport,  Janu- 
arv  14.  1893.  His  \  ounger  brother,  A.  Ross 
Rathmell,  is  a  partner  with  him  in  the  busi- 
ness. Tlieir  rehability  and  courtesy  have 
built  up  for  them  an  ever  increasing  patron- 
age among  the  best  people  of  the  three 
towns.  Albert  Ross  Rathmell  was  married 
February  20,  1889,  to  Alice  Gertrude,  daugh- 
ter of  Hayden  and  jNIary  (Armstrong)  Baird ; 
thev  have  two  children :  Walter  S.,  born  July 
21.  1890,  and  John  Ross,  born  January  30, 
1896.  Aaron  Baird  (grandfather  of  Alice 
(Baird)  Rathmell,  Vvas  born  May  30,  1786; 
died  November  18.  1870:  and  his  wife  Persis 
(Wallace)  Baird,  was  born  jNIarch  17,  1799. 
Harden  E.  Baird,  tenth  son  of  Aaron,  vvas 
born  February  17,  1841.  and  died  November 
25,  1894.  He  enlisted  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war  in  Company  A,  Third  A'irginia  In- 
fantry; afterwards  in  Company  F,  Sixth  Vir- 
ginia Cavalry ;  was  captured  and  taken  to 
Andersonville,  and  after  being  there  six 
months  was  exchanged.  October  15,  1868, 
he  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  and 
Charity  Armstrong.  She  died  December 
20,  1880.  George  Al.  Rathmell  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
serving  as  a  delegate  to  county  conventions 
and  to  the  State  convention  of  1897.  He 
has  been  a  school  director  of  Bridgeport 
since  1896,  and  was  lately  elected  as  a  coun- 
cilman to  serve  in  the  place  of  Edward 
Heard  resigned. 

jDiixB.KRKprs. — John  Krepps,  the  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  June  11,  1764,  and  died 
]\Iarch  16,  1845.  He  came  to  Washington 
county  prior  to  1787,  as  we  find  deeds  re- 
corded by  him  on  that  date.  He  first  set- 
tled  across   the   river   from   Brownsville,   on 


the  property  now  known  as  the  "Krepps 
Knob"  farm.  He  established  the  ferry 
across  the  Monongahela  river  from  Bridge- 
port to  West  Brownsville,  which  he  con- 
tinued to  operate  until  bought  out  by  the 
old  Monongahela  Bridge  Company.  He 
married  Mary  Gillespie,  the  daughter  of  Niel 
Gillespie,  Sr.  Niel  Gillespie,  Sr.,  was  the 
great-grandfather  of  James  G.  Blaine.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Krepps  had  five  children : 
Christopher,  born  August  4,  1790;  Solomon, 
born  January  2y,  1793;  Samuel  J.,  born 
November  2,  1794;  Eleanor,  born  August  24, 
1796,  and  John,  born  February  17.  1807. 
Samuel  Jackson  Krepps,  on  January  13, 
1822,  married  Elizabeth  Brook,  daughter  of 
Dillon  Brook,  who  was  born  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  March  17,  1800.  He  settled  in  Bridge- 
port about  1823  on  the  place  now  called  "The 
\'alley  Mill"  property.  He  ran  the  saw  mill 
at  the  Jonah  Cadwallader  dam  on  Dunlap's 
creek,  also  operating  the  coal  banks  on  that 
property.  In  1832  he  built  a  residence  in 
Brownsville,  which  is  now  known  as  the 
Monongahela  house,  and  owned  by  the 
widow  of  his  son,  John  B.  Krepps.  In  1834 
he  built  the  "\"alley  Alills"  on  Dunlap's 
creek  in  Bridgeport.  He,  like  his  brother, 
Solomon  G.  Krepps,  was  a  prominent  and 
jniblic  spirited  citizen,  and  was  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  both  boroughs  for 
many  years.  About  1846  he  moved  to  the 
old  Krepps  homestead,  west  of  the  Monon- 
gahela, and  soon  afterward  to  the  Niel  Gilles- 
pie farm,  where  he  died  March  6,  1866.  In 
1854  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature  from 
\\'ashington  county.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Samuel 
J.  Krepps  had  eight  children :  John  B.,  Mary 
Ellen,  Ann  Eliza.  Clement  Dillon.  Chas. 
Wicklifife.  Samuel  W.,  Solomon  G.  and 
Christopher  C.  John  B.  Krepps.  the  im- 
mediate   subject    of    this    sketch,    was    born 
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November  2,  1822,  in  Brownsville,  Fayette 
county.  He  was  educated  in  the  Browns- 
ville schools,  and  is  also  a  graduate  of  Wash- 
ington college.  He  entered  the  law  office 
of  Judge  \^eech,  of  Uniontown,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  and  practiced  law  for  several 
years.  About  1855  he  took  charge  of  the 
coal  lands  owned  by  his  father.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  112th 
Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  was  commis- 
sioned first  lieutenant  and  promoted  to  cap- 
tain. He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Cha- 
pin's  farm,  was  taken  to  Fortress  Monroe, 
where  his  wife  nursed  him  eleven  weeks,  and 
then  brought  him  home.  As  soon  as  he  was 
able  he  returned  to  his  compau}-,  and  served 
until  they  were  mustered  out  in  the  spring 
of  1866.  He  was  married  September  20, 
1849,  to  Ada  Officer,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  (O'Hara)  Officer.  She  was  born 
in  Washington  county.  Pa.,  February  15, 
1828.  Her  father,  Thomas  Officer,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  Washington  county.  Pa.,  May  14, 
1797.  He  served  as  deputy  sheriff  under  his 
father,  and  after  his  father's  death  continued 
as  deputy  under  his  brother  Robert.  He 
was  appointed  prothonotary  b}'  the  Gover- 
nor. After  serving  one  term,  was  elected  by 
the  people  for  two  successive  terms.  He 
was  married  April  8,  181 7,  to  Mary  0"Hara, 
(laughter  of  Dr.  William  O'Hara,  of  Lancas- 
ter county.  They  had  four  children  :  Thomas 
P.,  born  Jidy  4,  1820;  Ann  Eliza,  born  1826; 
Ada  J.,  Ijorn  February  15,  1828,  and  iVIary 
W.,  born  January  17,  1834.  Mary  O'Hara 
was  a  cousin  of  "Stonewall"  Jackson. 
Thomas  Officer,  Sr,,  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Krepps,  was  born  '.n  Carlisle,  Pa.,  November 
I,  1764,  married  Jean  Patterson,  January  20, 
1790,  and  died  May  18,  1817.  Jean  Patter- 
son was  born  February  3,  1767,  at  Hunting- 
don,   Pa.,    and    died    December     11,     1837. 


Thomas  Officer,  Jr.,  died  October  23,  1855, 
and  his  wife  died  October  28,  1859;  both  are 
buried  at  Mobile,  Alabama.  To  John  B.  and 
Ada  Krepps  six  children  were  born,  all  of 
whom  have  died,  except  John  B.  Krepps,  Jr. 
John  B.  Krepps,  Sr.,  died  January  9,  1881. 
His  widow,  Ada  Krepps,  is  respected  by  all 
who  know  her. 

John  Nelson  J.vcgbs  was  a  descendant  of 
Adam  Jacobs,  who  was  born  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  in  1748,  and  came  to  Browns- 
ville in  1793,  and  died  in  1818.  His  grand- 
father, Adam  Jacobs,  was  born  in  Browns- 
ville in  1794,  married  Eliza  Reiley,  daughter 
of  Martin  Reiley,  of  Bedford  county.  Pa.,  a 
member  of  the  Colonial  Guards,  and  died 
June  29,  1822.  He  left  one  son,  Adam 
Jacobs,  (the  father  of  J.  N.  Jacobs),  who  was 
born  January  7,  1817,  and  married  Ann 
Snowdon,  (see  sketch  of  M.  R.  Jacobs). 
John  Nelson  Jacobs  finished  his  education  at 
Kenyon  college  in  Gambier,  Ohio.  He  then 
came  home  and  assisted  his  father  in  the 
store  and  in  the  management  of  his  coal 
lands.  On  June  12,  1864,  he  married  Sarah 
McDonald  Colvin,  daughter  of  Levi  and 
Eliza  (McDonald)  Colvin.  Mrs.  Jacobs' 
great-grandfather,  Patrick  McDonald,  who 
lived  in  Scotland,  was  a  sailor.  His  son 
Patrick,  Jr.,  came  to  America  wdiile  yet  a 
young  man,  and  established  an  extensive  fur 
store  at  Uniontown,  Fayette  county.  He 
married  Sarah  Tarr,  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Elizabeth  (Hagar)  Tarr,  of  LTniontown. 
Eliza  ]\IcDonaId  (mother  of  !Mrs.  Jacobs), 
daughter  of  Patrick  McDonald,  was  born 
April  2,  1807,  and  married  Levi  Colvin,  of 
Redstone  township.  Levi  Colvin  was  born 
March  i,  1S05.  They  had  five  children, 
Sarah  M.  being  the  second.  To  John  AL 
and  Sarah  M.  Jacobs  si.x  children  were  born: 
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Flora,  married  Joseph  L.  Wickes,  of  Balti- 
more, 'Md..  and  died  July  i8,  1898,  leaving 
two  children.  Sarah  E,  and  Pere  L. ;  Lelia, 
married  Charles  \\'.  Bowman  and  has  one 
child,  Xelson  B. ;  Ann,  married  Wm.  L. 
Lenhart,  and  has  four  children :  Sarah  M., 
Ann  J..  Georgia  and  Wm.  C. ;  Adam,  died 
JMarch  29,  1892,  at  the  age  of  nineteen;  Mary 
E.,  lives  with  her  mother;  and  Nelson  B., 
who  is  in  the  insurance  office  with  E.  T.  C. 
Slease.  Jolm  Nelson  Jacobs  was  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  was  a 
staunch  Democrat,  although  he  never  sought 
nor  held  office.     He  died  January   14,   1894. 

Samuel  S.  GR.vii.vir. — Among  the  many 
prominent  and  successful  business  men  of 
Fayette  county,  none  are  more  modest  and 
unassuming,  and  at  the  same  time  more  con- 
scientious and  useful,  than  Samuel  S. 
Graham.  He  is  of  Irish  descent.  His  grand- 
father, Samuel  Graham,  was  born  and  lived 
in  the  County  of  jMonaghan,  Ireland.  His 
father,  ^^'illiam  Graham,  was  also  born  in 
that  county  on  July  2,  1814,  and  came  to 
America  about  1830,  coming  direct  to 
Brownsville,  where  he  established  a  dry- 
goods  store.  He  was  married  on  February 
23,  1843,  to  ^lary  Rebecca  ]\liller.  the  daugh- 
ter of  Israel  and  Anna  M.  (Sowers)  Miller. 
Anna  M.  Sow^ers  was  the  only  child  of 
Michael  Sowers,  and  was  born  in  Browns- 
ville. June  29,  1790.  [Michael  Sowers  was 
born  in  Hagerstown,  Md.,  October  16,  1762; 
when  but  sixteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in 
a  Maryland  regiment,  and  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Cowpens.  He 
served  under  Generals  Gates  and  Greene. 
After  the  war  closed  he  returned  home  and 
married  Dorothy  Cox.  He  came  to  Browns- 
ville about  1787.  He  w^as  one  of  the  first 
merchants  to  commence  business  in  Browns- 


ville. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Monongahela  bank  in  1812,  and  served  as 
director  for  many  years.  He  was  interested 
in  the  Providence  iron  works  and  the  Dun- 
bar furnace.  His  wife  died  in  October, 
1850,  and  he  died  October  16,  1853.  Anna 
M.  Sowers  was  married  on  [May  10.  1810, 
to  Israel  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  April  6,  1783.  He  came  to 
Brownsville  when  a  young  man,  and  estab- 
lished a  drygoods  store.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  stockholders  in  the  Monongahela 
bank,  and  was  interested  in  the  Providence 
iron  works.  Eleven  children  were  born  to 
them:  Caroline  'SI.  (married  Rev.  L.  N. 
Freeman) ;  Clarissa  A.,  Thomas  J.,  Horatio 
S.,  Harriet,  Louisa  I.  (married  A.  R.  Roads, 
of  Burlington,  Iowa) ;  Augustus  I.,  Mary  R. 
(married  William  Graham);  Henrietta  (mar- 
ried Robert  Todd) ;  George  W.,  and  William 
H.  Miller.  A.  H.  jMiller  married  Elizabeth 
Marchand,  daughter  of  Dr.  Louis  Marchand, 
of  Jefferson  township,  Fayette  county.  One 
child,  Louis  Miller,  w-as  born  in  March.  1.848. 
.-Vugustus  I.  Miller  enlisted  in  1862,  and  died 
in  the  hospital  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  August 
18,  1863.  George  W.  Miller  joined  the  com- 
pany raised  at  Brownsville  in  1861,  which 
was  mustered  in  as  Company  D,  8th  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves.  He  was  appointed  first 
lieutenant,  and  was  killed  while  leading  his 
company  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
December  13,  1862.  Mary  Rebecca  IMiller 
was  born  [March  26,  1823.  To  William  and 
[Mary  R.  (Miller)  Graham  four  children  were 
born,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancv.  Anna 
[M.  Graham  married  Rev.  T.  D.  Ewing,  from 
Indiana  county.  Pa.,  June  5,  1867.  Their 
children  were:  Rebecca  [M..  Jane  H..  James 
F.  and  Anna  G.  Anna  M.  (Graham)  Ewing 
died  September  12,  1884.  William  Graham 
died    April   9,    1851.     Airs.    Graham    is    still 
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living  at  her  old  homestead  in  Brownsville. 
Samuel  S.  Graham  is  the  only  surviving  child 
of  William  and  Mary  R.  Graham.  He  was 
born  November  30,  1845.  He  attended 
boarding  school  at  Merrittstown,  and  the 
military  academy  at  West  Chester,  Pa.  He 
continued  his  father's  drygoods  business  un- 
til 18G9,  when  he  sold  it  and  engaged  in 
wholesale  and  retail  groceries.  He  is  the 
general  manager  of  the  Pittsburg,  Browns- 
ville and  Geneva  Packet  Company,  and  is 
president  of  the  Second  National  Bank  of 
Brownsville.  He  was  married  December  i, 
1870,  to  Catherine  E.  Jacobs,  daughter  of 
Adam  Jacobs  (see  sketch  of  M.  R.  Jacobs). 
They  have  four  children  living:  /\.dam  J., 
Anna  J.,  Samuel  Sowers  and  Mary  Rebecca 
Graham.  Adam  J.  Graham  was  married  on 
June  23,  1896,  to  Theda  Carter  Brooke,  of 
Salem,  Ohio,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Catherine. 

William  G.  Guili-:r. — One  of  the  best 
read  and  most  thoroughl}'  practical  attorneys 
who  have  practiced  in  Fayette  county  is 
William  Greer  Guiler.  He  is  the  second 
son  of  the  late  Major  Absalom  Guiler,  who 
was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war,  and 
rose  to  the  rank  of  major  in  the  late  Civil 
war.  He  was  a  member  of  the  85th  Regi- 
ment, Pennsylvania  N'olunteers.  William  G. 
Guiler  was  born  in  Perry  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  July  20,  1847.  He 
was  educated  in  the  Uniontown  puljlic 
schools  and  old  Madison  institute.  He  read 
law  with  the  late  G.  W.  K.  Minor  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1868.  In  1871  Mr. 
Guiler  formed  a  partnership  with  his  pre- 
ceptor, Mr.  Minor,  which  continued  until 
January,  1874.  Immediately  following  the 
formation  of  this  partnership  Mr.  Guiler 
took  up  his  residence  at  Brownsville,  where 


he  acquired  a  profitaljle  business  for  the  firm. 
He  continued  in  the  successful  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Brownsville  and  Uniontown 
until  1879,  when  he  removed  to  the  wider 
field  of  Pittsburg.  His  thoroughness  as  a 
lawyer  and  his  steadiness  soon  gained  for 
him  a  good  and  growing  patronage,  but  his 
failing  health  led  him  to  surrender  his 
promising  prospects  at  Pittsburg.  He  re- 
turned to  Uniontown  in  1881,  where  he 
speedily  regained  his  health.  Having  re- 
tained his  Brownsville  and  Uniontown  prac- 
tice while  in  Pittsburg,  he  was  soon  enjoy- 
ing one  of  the  most  lucrative  practices  of 
any  lawyer  at  that  bar.  Attorney  Guiler  has 
been  prominent  in  Repulilican  party  councils. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  county  committee 
for  many  years.  Mr.  Guiler  acquired  promi- 
nence as  the  counsel  for  Colonel  Andrew 
Stewart  in  his  contested  election  case  with 
the  late  Congressman  A.  K.  Craig.  He 
took  a  leading  part  in  the  examination  of 
witnesses,  and  made  the  argument  for  his 
client  before  the  house  committee  on 
elections  at  Washington  in  January,  1892. 
Air.  Guiler  is  devoted  to  civil  court  practice 
especiall)-,  but  he  lias  figured  as  counsel  in 
some  famous  criminal  cases.  One  which  will 
be  remembered  was  the  celebrated  Wilgus 
arson  case  of  Brownsville.  Mr.  Guiler  was 
associated  with  the  late  Hon.  C.  E.  Boyle 
for  the  Commonwealth.  Hon.  Wm.  H. 
Playford  defended  \\'ilgus.  The  case  was 
tried  in  1877.  \Vilgus  was  acquitted  after  a 
hard  fight.  Attorney  Guiler  has  a  large  cor- 
poration practice,  lie  was  attorney  for  the 
county  commissioners  from  1888  to  1891, 
and  in  that  capacity  negotiated  the  twc)  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thousand  dollars  of  bonds  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  new  court-house.  Mr. 
Guiler  negotiated  these  bonds  personally  in 
Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia.     It  is  worthy  of 


AND   HISTORICAL  REFERENCE   BOOK   VF  FAYETTE   COUNTY. 


859 


mention  that  they  were  sold  at  a  premium 
and  on  the  most  favorable  terms.  Mr. 
Guiler  returned  to  Pittsburg  in  July,  1895, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  gen- 
eral practice  of  his  profession  and  has  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice,  but  he  is  often  to  be 
seen  in  the  Favettc  courts  attending  to  the 
interests  of  numerous  clients.  Mr.  Guiler 
has  been  twice  married ;  first,  December  22, 
1870,  to  Carrie  J.,  daughter  of  the  late 
Leonard  Lenhart.  Mrs.  Guiler  died  October 
10,  1884,  leaving  four  children :  Miss  Caro- 
line Guiler ;  Leonard  K.,  graduate  of  Prince- 
ton and  now  taking  a  course  of  electrical 
engineering  with  the  Westinghouse  Com- 
pany of  Pittsburg;  Miss  Mary  M.  and  Sarah 
C.  Guiler,  who  died  in  childhood.  Mr. 
Guiler  was  married  August  26,  1886,  to 
Emma  B.,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  O.  E. 
Newton,  a  distinguished  physician  of  Cincin- 
nati, and  granddaughter  of  the  late  Clark 
Breading  of  Fayette  county.  One  child  born 
of  this  marriage  is  Margaret  Grace  Guiler. 
The  family  reside  in  East  End,  Pittsburg, 
and  attend  the  P.  E.  church  of  the  x\scen- 
sion. 

Joii.v  Howard  Sxowdox  was  born  in 
Brownsville,  February  20,  1858.  He  is  a 
son  of  J.  N.  Snowdon,  whose  father,  John 
Snowdon,  came  from  England  to  Browns- 
ville in  1819  (see  sketch  of  J.  N.  Snowdon). 
John  H.  Snowdon  attended  the  public  schools 
at  Brownsville.  He  then  clerked  for  a  short 
time  in  Adam  Jacobs'  store,  and  afterward 
for  a  time  in  the  drygoods  store  of  John 
Nichols.  Li  1877  he  went  in  the  postoffice 
as  assistant  to  his  father,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed postmaster  under  President  Hayes, 
and  remained  during  his  father's  term.  In 
1881  he  established  a  retail  coal  ofifice  in 
Brownsville,  which  he  continued  to  operate 


until  1889.  He  then  closed  the  coal  office 
and  accepted  the  position  of  bookkeeper  for 
the  Pacific  Coal  Company  in  Pittsburg ;  in 
1892  he  returned  to  Brownsville,  and  has 
since  been  with  Snowdon,  Gould  &  Co.  and 
Brownsville  Water  Co.  as  bookkeeper.  On 
June  17,  1896,  Mr.  Snowdon  married  Emilie 
L.  Taylor,  daughter  of  O.  K.  and  Carrie 
(Aloore)  Tavlor.  Mr.  O.  K.  Taylor  is 
cashier  of  the  Bridgeport  National  Deposit 
Bank.  Both  he  and  his  wife  trace  their  an- 
cestry back  to  the  seventeenth  century,  and 
are  of  English  descent.  An  extended  sketch 
of  the  Snowdon  family  will  be  found  under 
heading  of  J.  N.  Snowdon.  J.  H.  Snowdon 
has  been  a  lifelong  Republican.  He  never 
held  office  ;  although  an  active  worker,  he 
prefers  that  others  should  have  the  honor. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  _of  the 
Episcopal  church. 

Elish.-v  Fletcher  Porter  was  born  in 
Luzerne  township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, May  12,  1855.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Porter,  came  from  Ireland  near 
the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  set- 
tled on  Chartiers  creek,  Allegheny  county. 
Pa.  Of  his  children  one  is  yet  living,  Mrs. 
Malinda  Craft,  who  resides  with  her  son 
near  L^pper  Aliddletown,  Fayette  county. 
Pa.  Armstrong  Porter,  father  of  Elisha  F., 
removed  from  Allegheny  county  to  Fayette 
county  when  but  3  child,  and  then  learned 
the  trade  of  shoemaking,  which  he  pursued 
until  near  middle  life,  when  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  farming  for  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  He  died  January  11,  1892,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  }-ears,  almost  upon  the  spot 
where  he  had  landed  sixty-five  years  before. 
In  1837  Armstrong  Porter  married  Ellen 
Gibbons,  sister  of  the  late  Joshua  V.  Gib- 
bons, first  county  superintendent  of  Fayette 
count}-,  and  who  also  served  two  subsequent 
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terms.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Porter  had  seven  chil- 
dren :  Thomas  G.  and  Mary  E.,  deceased  ; 
Anna  E.  (Mrs.  Hiller) ;  William  E.,  farmer; 
J.  v.,  physician ;  Jjelle  J.  (Mrs.  Horner),  and 
Elisha  F.  Armstrong  and  Ellen  Porter  were 
charter  members  of  the  old  Hopewell  C.  P. 
cliurch,  though  their  children  all  became 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Elisha  F.  is  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport 
M.  E.  church  and  served  six  years  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school.  He  attend- 
ed the  West  Bend  public  schools,  Millsboro 
and  California  normals,  and  Mt.  Union  col- 
lege, Ohio.  He  began  teaching  in  1874  and 
taught  nineteen  consecutive  terms ;  one  in 
Jefferson  township,  five  in  Luzerne,  four  as 
principal  at  Fayette  City,  two  as  principal 
at  Elizabeth,  Allegheny  county,  and  seven  as 
principal  at  Bridgeport.  In  Alav,  1893, 
while  Air.  Porter  was  principal  at  the  latter 
place,  he  was  elected  county  superintendent 
of  Fayette  county.  As  an  evidence  of  his 
faithful  and  cflicicnt  work  we  give  the  fol- 
lowing facts :  At  the  time  of  his  second  elec- 
tion, the  directors'  convention,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  county,  had  a  Re- 
publican majority  of  eighteen.  Notwith- 
standing the  hard  fight  made  by  the  politi- 
cians in  the  majority,  and  the  fact  that  Air. 
Porter  was  a  Democrat,  he  was  triumphantly 
elected  because  the  majority  of  the  conven- 
tion realized  his  zealous  efforts  during  his 
first  term  to  advance  the  public  school  in- 
terests, and  his  unceasing  labor  to  divorce 
school  matters  from  politics.  Air.  Porter 
married  Ella  At.  Bowcll,  sister  of  the  late 
Captain  Jesse  Al.  Bowell.  who  several  years 
ago  rciircscntcd  Fayette  county  in  the  State 
legislature.  Air.  and  Airs.  Porter  have  two 
children:  Alary  X.  and  Ethel  K.,  aged  nine- 
teen and  seventeen  years.  The  former  is  a 
gradunte     of     the    Califdrnia    State    Normal 


school,  and  the  latter  is  a  student  in  the  same 
institution. 

CrEoRGr;  L.\RKix  AIooRii  was  born  in  Lu- 
zerne township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, October  30,  1843.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Aloore.  %vas  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  of  English  descent.  He  went 
with  hi.s  father,  Philip  Aloore,  from  New  Jer- 
sey, on  the  Delaware  river  between  Easton 
and  Philadelphia,  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Hagerstown,  Add.,  about  1777.  From  Ha- 
gerstown  he  came  to  Fayette  county  in  1783, 
and  settled  on  what  was  called  Fodder 
House  farm,  now  known  as  the  William  P. 
Crawford  farm,  where  his  son,  John  Aloore, 
Jr.,  was  born  in  1796.  John  Aloore,  Jr.,  mar- 
ried Prudence  Dearth,  daughter  of  John 
Dearth,  of  Luzerne  township.  James  Dearth, 
father  of  George,  was  born  in  England 
in  1720,  came  to  America  and  died  in 
Luzerne  to\vnship  in  1797.  George  Dearth 
was  bcrn  April  23,  1762.  In  1796  he  was 
commissioned  by  Governor  Thomas  Alifflin 
maor  of  the  First  Battalion  in  the  then  Fay- 
ette County  brigade  of  the  Alilitia  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  term  of  seven  years,  and 
in  1800  was  commissioned  by  Governor 
Thomas  AIcKean  major  of  the  First  Bat- 
talion in  the  Ninet}--first  Regiment  of  Penn- 
sylvania, composed  of  the  militia  of  Bedford, 
Favettc  and  Somerset  counties.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  legislature  in  1816  and  1817. 
He  died  in  ( )ctober,  1846.  To  John  Aloore, 
Jr.,  and  Prudence  (Dearth)  Aloore  six  chil- 
dren were  born,  ^^'illiam  B.,  the  second 
child,  born  Alay  6,  iSio,  was  married  in  1842 
to  Eliza  Ann  Sharji.  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Eliza  (Nailor)  v^harp,  residents  of  Washing- 
ton county.  Pa.  They  hail  two  children, 
George  L.  and  James  X.  Eliza  Ann  Aloore 
died  July  20,  1845,  <'"'!  'i^-r  husband,  William 
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B.  IMoore,  died  December  29,  1896.  Jesse 
S.  ]Moore,  uncle  of  George  L.  Moore,  enlist- 
ed in  Company  D,  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylva- 
nia regiment  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
He  died  in  Camp  Suffolk,  \'a.  George  L. 
Moore,  the  elder  son  of  ^^'iIliam  B.  and 
Elizabeth  Ann  ]\Ioore,  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  accepted  the  position  of  errand  boy  on 
a  steamboat  and  continued  in  this  capacity 
for  five  or  six  years,  being  employed  on  the 
boat  in  summer,  and  attending  school  at 
home  during  the  winter.  He  subsequently 
attended  the  State  Normal  school,  located 
at  that  time  in  ^lillsboro,  \\'ashington  coun- 
ty. At  the  age  of  eigliteen  years  Mr.  !Moore 
commenced  to  teach  district  schools  in  Fav- 
ette  county,  and  continued  to  teach  in  the 
winter  seasons  for  seven  or  eight  years.  In 
1868  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother  at  Millsboro  in  a  general  store.  In 
this  he  continued  until  1873,  when  he  sold 
his  interest  to  his  brother.  He  then  came  to 
Bridgeport  and  entered  into  partnership    with 

C.  W.  Wanee,  the  firm  name  being  Moore 
&  Wanee,  dealers  in  hardware  and  agricul- 
tural implements.  In  1875  Mr.  Wanee  died, 
and  Mr.  ]Moore  bought  the  interest  in  the 
store,  held  by  his  estate,  and  has  continued 
the  business  in  his  own  name  ever  since.  He 
has  built  up  a  good  trade,  has  been  deserved- 
ly successful  in  busmess,  and  now  stands  as 
one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  the  place. 
He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  organiz- 
ing the  company  to  bore  for  natural  gas  at 
Bridgeport  in  1885.  Since  then  he  has  been 
interested  in  two  other  companies  which 
operated  at  the  same  place.  In  1873  he  was 
married  to  Emma  F.  Gibbons,  daughter  of 
E.  P.  Gibbons,  of  Luzerne  township,  who 
was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  township. 
He  died  in  1886.  aged  fifty-eight  years.  Five 
children  were  born  to  INIr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  : 


Guy  G.,  Frank  D.,  Charles  L.,  Carl  F.  and 
Elisha  P.  Guy  G.  Aloore  was  married  April 
2,  1895,  to  Etta,  daughter  of  Jesse  O.  Col- 
dren,  of  Luzerne  township.  They  have  one 
child,  Sarah  Ellen.  Mr.  ^loore  has  always 
been  a  staunch  Republican.  He  has  never 
held  office,  but  devotes  his  time  to  his  busi- 
ness. He  is  a  member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church,  and  has  been  an  elder 
for  thirty  years.  He  has  always  been  inter- 
ested in  education,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
school  director  for  many  years.  Mr.  Aloore 
has  been  an  active  factor  in  advancing  the 
business  and  general  interests  of  his  com- 
munity. In  addition  to  his  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Bridgeport,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  which  operates  the  Eclipse  flouring 
mills,  at  the  same  place,  and  also  has  farm- 
ing interests  in  Luzerne  township. 

Amariah  a.  Carmack  is  a  son  of  Abram 
and  Susanna  (Wickham)  Carmack.  He  was 
born  in  Monongahela  City,  jNIarch  13,  1850. 
Early  in  the  eighteenth  century  two  brothers 
by  the  name  of  Carmack  came  from  Scot- 
land and  settled  near  Frederick  City,  Md. 
They  married  two  sisters  by  the  name  of 
Wolfe.  One  of  the  wives  died  without  chil- 
dren. In  the  other  family  three  boys  were 
born,  Abram,  Daniel  and  Peter.  Peter  Car- 
mack was  the  father  of  Abram  Carmack,  who 
was  born  at  Frederick  Citv,  Jild.,  ^lay  2/, 
1799.  He  was  married  in  1820  to  Susanna 
Wickham.  She  was  born  June  29,  1803,  and 
was  reared  b_\-  her  grandfather,  "Wickham, 
who  lived  at  Double  Pipe  creek,  JMd..  near 
Frederick  Cit}-.  They  had  eleven  children : 
Josiah  W.,  Zachariah  W.,  Hezekiah,  Savan- 
nah. Zephniah,  ^laria  (who  married  Peter 
Griffin,  of  Brownsville),  Jeremiah  H.,  Ann 
Sophia,  Keziah,  Sarah,  and  Amariah  A.  Car- 
mack, the  subject  of  this  sketch.     Abraham 
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Carmack  moved  from  Frederick  City  to 
Bedford  county  about  1825,  and  from  tliere 
to  Monongahela  City,  in  1830,  where  he  es- 
tabHshed  the  first  stove  works  or  foundry 
west  of  the  Alleghenies.  Abram  Carmack 
died  April  12.  1863.  His  wife  died  June  24, 
1884.  Amariah  A.  Carmack  attended  school 
in  Monongahela  City  until  about  fifteen  years 
of  age.  when  he  went  as  clerk  on  a  steam- 
boat with  his  lirother.  Captain  Z.  W.  Car- 
mack. running  from  Brownsville  to  Pitts- 
burg. He  remained  on  the  boat  for  about 
three  rears,  when  he  went  to  Pittsburg  and 
secured  a  position  as  traveling  salesman  for 
Herzog  Bros.,  remained  with  them  five  years, 
and  then  went  to  Philadelphia  as  traveling 
salesman  for  Joel  J.  Bailey  &  Co.,  where  he 
remained  seven  and  one-half  years.  In  1880 
he  went  into  business  for  himself,  establish- 
ing a  drygcods  store  in  Brownsville,  where 
he  still  remains.  He  has  been  a  director  of 
the  Second  National  Bank  of  Brownsville 
since  1890,  and  has  always  been  active  in  the 
"promotion  of  the  Ijest  interests  of  his  bor- 
ough. On  November  18,  1874,  he  married 
Lucy  S.  \'.  Wood,  daughter  of  S.  A.  Wood, 
of  Brownsville.  They  have  one  child,  Allan 
B.,  who  is  a  book-keeper  in  New  York  city. 
Lucy  S.  y.  Carmack  died  October  22,  1876. 
Mr.  Carmack  married  his  second  wife  Sep- 
tember 14.  1880.  She  was  Carrie  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  E.  Finlev,  of  Westmoreland  county. 
Three  children  were  born  to  them :  Myrtle 
R.,  Lucy  S.  V.  and  Mary  E.  Carrie  A.  Car- 
mack died  January  28,  1892.  His  third  wife 
was  Ruth  Steele  Craft  The)'  were  married 
■April  II.  1894.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain W.  S.  Craft,  of  Luzerne  township,  and 
they  have  one  child.  William  Graham  Car- 
mack. born  December  13,  t8i)6.  Mr.  Car- 
mack is  a  Democrat  ;  has  never  aspired  to 
nfficQ   l)ut    has   served    several    terms    in    the 


town  council.  He  has  been  one  of  the  trus- 
tees and  the  treasurer  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  for  a  number  of  years.-  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Brownsville  Lodge,  No.  60,  F.  and 
A.  M.;  Brownsville  Chapter,  No.  164,  R.  A. 
M. ;  St.  C)mer"s  Commanderv,  No.  7,  N.  T. ; 
Syria  Temple,  Pittsburg,  and  is  a  Scottish 
Rite,  or  32°  Mason.  He  is  at  present  treas- 
urer of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  a  wide- 
awake, enterprising  business  man,  and  is  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  him. 

Ei.r  FiN'LEV  Sii.\LLKN'i5ERGER  was  born 
April  25,  1843.  "I  Dunbar  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  son  of  the 
late  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Booth)  Shallenber- 
ger.  Flis  parents  died  before  he  was  seven 
years  of  age,  and  the  early  family  record 
was  lost.  Isaac  Shallenberger,  his  father, 
was  born  August  19,  1803,  and  was  married 
October  14,  1829,  to  Elizabeth  Booth,  who 
was  born  April  26,  1809.  Eleven  children 
were  born  to  them,  of  whom  Eli  Finley 
Shallenberger  was  the  ninth.  These  children 
were:  William  L.,  born  September  i,  1830; 
Mary  Ann,  l^orn  January  16,  1832;  George 
W..  born  November  11,  T833 :  Isabella  IV, 
born  April  20,  1835:  Albert  G.,  born  Janu- 
ary 31,  1837;  James  A.  C,  born  August  4, 
1838;  Martha,  born  April  i,  1840:  Elizabeth 
B.,  born  March  22,  T841  ;  Eli  Finley,  born 
April  25,  1843:  John  Booth,  born  January 
17,  1845.  and  Harriet  S.,  born  February  10, 
1847.  Of  these  the  following  have  since 
died:  Martha,  Isabella,  Albert.  William 
(killed  at  the  battle  of  I'ittsburg  Landing, 
Tcnn.),  George  (who  dietl  from  disease  con- 
tracted diu'ing  naval  service  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion),  Mary  .\nn,  Elizabeth  and 
Harriet.  Isaac  Sliallcnbergcr  moved  his 
family  to  Waterloo,  Mo.,  where  his  wife  died 
December   \2.   1848.     He  died   at  the   same 
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place  October  8,  1850.  The  3'ounger  chil- 
dren were  brought  back  to  Fa3-ette  county 
by  William  and  George,  the  eldest  sons,  and 
places  were  found  for  them,  Eli  F.  going  to 
live  vyith  James  and  Dudley  Collins,  who 
were  kind  to  him  and  gave  him  a  good  home. 
He  worked  on  the  farm  in  summer  and  at- 
tended school  in  winter,  until  1859,  when  he 
came  to  Brownsville  and  commenced  to 
learn  the  carpenter's  trade  with  Aubrey, 
Cromlow  &:  Coon,  where  he  remained  until 
the  Civil  war.  He  enlisted  October  2,  1861, 
in  Company  C,  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania 
A'olunteer  Infantry,  for  three  years.  He  was 
in  all  the  battles  of  his  regiment  until  he  was 
taken  prisoner  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  Febru- 
ary 22,  1864.  He  was  in  several  prisons, 
being  in  Andersonville  from  May  until  Sep- 
tember, and  was  paroled  December  17,  1864. 
He  returned  home  more  dead  than  alive, 
but  as  soon  as  his  health  would  permit  went 
to  headquarters  and  was  discharged  in 
March,  1865,  at  Xewbern,  N.  C.  He  was 
wounded  twice  at  the  siege  of  Morris  Island. 
He  then  returned  home  and  completed  his 
apprenticeship  with  Aubrey,  Cromlow  & 
Coon.  He  was  married  Januarj'  11,  1866,  to 
Hannah  Jane  Booth,  who  was  born  in 
Bridgeport,  January  30,  1844,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Sarah  (Garwood)  Booth. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shallenberger  ten  children 
have  been  born :  Kate  S.  (wife  of  R.  R.  Bul- 
ger) ;  Mary  B.  (wife  of  Nathaniel  Craft) ; 
Ella  N.,  William  Lee,  Sarah  A.,  Walter  L., 
Frank  G.  (deceased) ;  Louis  B.,  Fannie  and 
Annie  (both  deceased).  Mr.  Shallenberger 
is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  was  appoint- 
ed in  1882  United  States  store  keeper  and 
ganger,  served  four  years  and  was  reinstat- 
ed March,  1898.  He  was  a  contractor  and 
builder  from  1886  to  1898,  and  built  many 
of  the  best  residences    in    Brownsville   and 


Bridgeport,  also  erecting  the  Bridgeport 
public  school  building  and  the  opera  house 
in  Brownsville.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G. 
A.  R.  and  the  R.  A.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  M.  E.  church,  of  which 
he  is  a  trustee.  He  is  liberal  and  progressive 
and  respected  by  all. 

John  Hkrdertsox. — The  late  John  Her- 
bertson,  of  Bridgeport,  Pa.,  was  born  in 
Glasgow.  Scotland,  September  16,  1805.  and 
attended  the  common  schools  and  the  scien- 
tific lectures  of  the  famous  "LTre"  until  he 
was  seventeen  years  of  age.  Leaving  Scot- 
land he  arrived  in  New  York  city  in  Jul\-, 
1823.  He  soon  went  to  Marietta,  Ohio,  en- 
gaged in  farm  work  until  April,  1824,  when 
he  removed  to  Pittsburg  and  learned  the 
trade  of  steam  engine  building.  In  1829  he 
located  at  Brownsville  as  foreman  of  John 
Snowdon's  engine  shop.  Mr.  Snowdon  took 
the  contract  for  the  erection  of  the  Dunlap's 
Creek  iron  Isridge,  which  is  believed  to  be 
the  first  tubular  iron  bridge  ever  built  in  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Herbertson  designed 
the  bridge  and  supervised  its  construction  in 
1835.  From  1837  to  1842  he  was  engaged 
in  the  business  of  engine  building  with 
Thomas  Faull.  Their  works  were  known  as 
the  Fayette  Foundry.  In  1842  Thomas 
Faull  withdrew  and  Mr.  Herbertson  contin- 
ued the  business  until  1880,  when  he  took 
his  sons,  George  S.  and  William  H.  Herl^ert- 
son,  and  William  H.  Amnion  and  A.  C.  Cook 
into  partnership,  under  the  name  of  J.  Her- 
bertson &  Co.  In  a  short  time  the  firm  l:)e- 
came  J.  Herbertson  &  Sons,  manufacturers 
of  steam  engines  and  general  supplies  for 
coal  mines.  In  1830  Mr.  Herbertson  was 
married  to  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Sarah  (Potts)  Nimon,  of  Pittsburg.  Twch-e 
children  were  born  to  them,  three  of  wliom 
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are  living:  John  P.,  George  S.  and  William 
H.  Herbertson.  John  P.  Herbertson  was 
born  July  i,  1839,  and  was  married  to 
Frances  C.  :\Iarquis,  :\Iarch  9,  1862.  He  be- 
came a  machinist  and  is  at  present  in  Pitts- 
burg, having  charge  of  the  steam  and  elec- 
tric plant  of  the  National  Bank  of  Com- 
merce. George  S.  Herbertson  was  born 
June  22,  1847,  took  a  course  at  the  Iron  City 
Business  college  and  was  married  in  1874  to 
Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  Jackson  Bar,  of 
Fairmont.  W.  Ya.  They  have  two  children, 
James  R.  and  J.  Edgar  Herbertson.  j\Ir. 
George  S.  Herljertson  is  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  and  is  a  member  of  I.  O.  O.  F.,  K. 
of  P.,  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  William  H. 
Herljcrtson  was  born  June  24,  1850.  After 
leaving  the  common  schools  he  took  a  com- 
mercial course  in  the  Iron  City  Business  col- 
lege at  Pittsburg,  and  then  learned  the  trade 
of  patternmaker.  He  has  served  on  the 
llridgeport  city  council,  and  was  past  chan- 
cellor in  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was 
juarried  ^lay  29,  1894,  to  Margaret  D., 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  J.  (McCuen) 
Xutt,  of  Redstone  township,  Fayette  coun- 
ty. Pa.  John  Herbertson  died  August  19, 
1890,  and  i\Irs.  John  Herbertson  died  March 
30,  1S95.  George  S.  and  William  H.  Her- 
bertson still  continue  the  business  their 
father  founded,  under  Uic  firm  name  of  John 
llerbertson's  Sons. 

C.\i>T.\ix  M.  A.  Cox,  of  Brownsville,  Fay- 
cite  county,  ]'a.,  was  born  in  liampstead, 
Carroll  county,  Maryland,  July  26,  1821.  He 
is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Keziah  (Armacost) 
Cox.  both  natives  of  Carroll  county,  Md. 
Jacob  Cox  came  with  his  family  to  Fayette 
county  about  1S25.  and  settled  on  a  farm 
near  Brownsville,  lie  died  in  1836,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  some  eighteen  ^ears  later. 


Captain  Cox  obtained  his  education  in  the 
subscription  schools  of  that  time.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  mercantile  business.  In  order  to 
properly  qualify  himself  for  that  pursuit,  he 
engaged  as  a  clerk  with  James  L.  Bowman, 
of  Brownsville,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
about  five  years.  Afterwards  he  engaged 
with  Jesse  H.  Duncan,  who  was  in  the  whole- 
sale and  retail  iron  forwarding  and  commis- 
sion business,  where  he  was  bookkeeper 
and  general  manager.  He  remained  with 
him  about  two  years.  In  1844,  having  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  steamer  Massachu- 
setts, he  assumed  the  clerkship  imder  Cap- 
tain Isaac  Bennett.  He  was  next  clerk  on 
the  steamer  Circassian,  with  Captain  Ben- 
nett, until  1847,  when  he  became  commander 
of  the  Circassian,  running  in  the  trade  on 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  from  Pitts- 
burg to  St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans.  While 
in  command  of  the  Circassian  he  carried  two 
regiments  of  soldiers  from  Pittsburg  to  New 
Orleans  during  the  Mexican  war,  making 
two  separate  trips.  Afterward  he  command- 
ed the  following  boats,  being  part  owner  in 
all  of  them,  viz :  Circassian,  Swatara,  Key- 
stone, Connewago,  Niagara,  ^Nlonongahela, 
Romeo,  Carrie  Jacobs,  Colossus,  Colossal, 
Oceanus,  Leonidas,  Aurora,  Messenger,  Ar- 
abian, Fayette,  Elisha  Bennett,  Brill,  Gen- 
eva, James  G.  Blaine,  Adam  Jacobs,  etc.,  on 
the  jNIonongahela,  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Mis- 
souri, Arkansas  and  Cumberland  rivers.  He 
also  holds  pilot  license  on  all  these  rivers. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  rendered  important 
service,  transporting  troops  and  stores  for 
the  government,  often  filling  the  positions 
of  captain  and  jiilot  at  the  same  time.  At 
different  times  he  was  under  the  inmiediate 
command  of  Generals  Grant,  Sherman,  Sher- 
idan, Thomas  and  others,  and  had  the  pleas- 
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ure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  them. 
He  was  at  Mcksburg  for  six  weeks  during 
the  siege  of  that  place,  and  left  by  a  special 
order  given  by  General  Grant  for  his  boat 
to  report  at  Smithland,  Ky.  Captain  Cox 
has  been  actively  engaged  in  steamboating 
ever  since,  covering  a  period  of  over  fifty 
years,  and  is  still  an  active,  well  preserved 
man,  and  is  now  in  command  of  one  of  the 
steamers  on  tlie  Alonongahela  river.  He 
has  transported  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
passengers,  and  moved  millions  of  tons  of 
freight,  and  has  never  had  an  accident  by 
which  a  life  was  lost  or  any  great  amount  of 
property  destroyed,  owing  to  his  careful  and 
close  attention  to  the  business  details  of  his 
profession.  He  is,  and  has  been  for  many 
years,  one  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Pittsburg,  Brownsville  and  Geneva  Packet 
Company.  He  is  a  director  and  one  of  the 
principal  stockholders  of  the  ]\Ionongahela 
National  Bank,  the  oldest  and  one  of  the 
most  substantial  banks  of  Fayette  county, 
having  been  organized  in  1812.  He  has  also 
served  as  a  public  school  director,  having 
been  appointed  to  that  office  by  Judge  iles- 
trezat  after  he  had  dissolved  the  former 
school  board.  Captain  Cox  has  been  a 
prom.inent  member  of  the  Masonic  Order  for 
more  than  forty  years,  and  has  served  several 
terms  as  eminent  commander  of  St.  Onier's 
Commandery,  Xo.  7,  K.  T.,  of  Brownsville. 
He  is  a  member  of  Christ  P.  E.  church.  He 
was  married  May  7,  1850,  to  Mary  Ellen, 
daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Samuel  J.  Krepps, 
of  Washington  county,  Pa.  She  died  in  1880, 
leaving  five  children :  Annie  E.  (wife  of  I. 
R.  Beazell) ;  Samuel  K.,  Solomon  G.,  Mich- 
ael A.,  Jr.,  and  Mary  E.  (wife  of  W.  J.  Par- 
shall),  all  of  whom  are  living,  except  Michael  j 
A.,  who  died  in  1892.  Captain  Cox  has  by 
his  habits  of  industry  and  frugality  accumu- 


lated enough  of  this  world's  goods  to  render 
him  comfortable  in  hie  old  age  and  to  give 
his  children  a  fair  start  in  life. 


J.\MKS  H.  AerajMS. — Henry  Abrams  was 
born  in  Wales  in  1720.  He  came  to  America 
when  a  young  man,  settling  near  Staunton, 
\'a.  In  1750  he  moved  to  Turkey  Foot,  Son:- 
erset  county.  Pa.,  and  died  there  in  1828,  aged 
one  hundred  and  eight  years.  He  was  the 
father  of  six  children :  Henry,  Jr.,  born  in 
1747.  died  in  1835;  Gabriel,  born  October  11, 
1750;  Reuben,  Basil.  Rhoda  (married  Lewis 
IMitchell),  and  Dinah.  Gabriel  Abrams,  the 
second  son,  enlisted  in  Captain  Kilgore's 
Company,  8th  Penna.  Regiment,  Continental 
army,  in  1776  for  three  years  and  serving  his 
time  he  was  discharged  with  the  rest  of  his 
company.  He  married  Rebekah  Loveberry, 
and  had  nine  children :  Amos,  born  August 
I,  1780;  Rhoda,  born  February  20,  1783; 
Sarah,  born  August  2,  1785;  David,  born 
November  20,  1787  (died  i\Iarch  17,  1794): 
Henry,  born  November  5,  1789;  Eli,  born 
February  16,  1792;  David,  born  November 
9'  1/95!  John,  born  September  19.  1797; 
Gabriel,  born  June  28,  1799.  Gabriel 
Abrams,  Sr.,  died  October  7,  1841,  aged 
ninety-one  years.  Eli  Abrams  first  married 
Catherine  Tiernan,  born  May  7,  1795.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Martin  Tiernan,  of 
Brownsville,  and  to  them  two  children  were 
born:  James  IM.  and  Harriet.  Catherine 
(Tiernan)  Abrams  died  March  22.  1821. 
I\Ir.  Abrams  married  the  second  time  Janu- 
ary I,  1824,  Eliza  Reiley  Jacobs,  widow  of 
Adam  Jacobs.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Martin  Reiley,  of  Bedford,  Pa.,  a  member  of 
the  Colonial  Guards.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  them :  Louis  H.,  Louisa,  Caroline 
AL,    wdio    married    Richard    Covert;    Robert 
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R.,  EH,  Decatur  and  Hilary  E.  Air.  Abrams 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Brownsville 
for  several  years.  He  was  elected  associate 
judge  in  1841,  for  five  years.  He  also  con- 
ducted a  general  store  for  many  years  at 
Brownsville.  James  H.  Abrams  was  born 
July  28,  1859.  Alter  finishing  school  at 
Brownsville  he  attended  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  taking  the  dental  course  and 
graduating  in  1882.  He  located  at  Union- 
town,  where  he  remained  for  eight  years  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  the  spring 
of  i8gi  came  to  Brownsville,  where  he  still 
remains  practising  his  profession.  He  has 
been  an  elder  for  several  years  in  the  Pres- 
byterian church  of  Brownsville,  and  is  a 
member  of  Brownsville  Lodge,  No.  51,  I.  O. 
C).  F.  and  Brownsville  Lodge,  No.  357,  K. 
of  P. 

Joseph  Davidson  Armstrong  was  born  at 
Alerrittstown,  September  11,  1838.  His 
grandfather,  Abraham  Armstrong,  was  born 
in  Greene  county,  Pa.,  July  2t,,  1772.  He 
was  married  February  3,  1795,  to  Ruth  Con- 
well  (born  June  7,  1774),  daughter  of  Captain 
William  and  Comfort  (Coulter)  Conwell. 
^^'illiarn  Conwell  was  born  May  29,  174^1,  and 
came  to  Fayette  county  in  June,  1767,  locat- 
ing in  Luzerne  township,  on  what  is  now 
known  as  the  John  McMullcn  farm.  To 
Abraham  and  Ruth  (Conwell)  Armstrong 
eight  children  were  born :  William,  born 
November  11,  1795;  Lydia,  bom  August  8, 
1797;  Alice,  July  11,  1799:  Elizabeth,  May 
10,  1801  ;  Comfort,  April  7,  1804;  Mary,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1807;  John,  April  17,  1811,  and 
Sarah  Jane,  February  14,  iSiCt.  Abraham 
Armstrong  died  in  Septcmlser,  1846,  and  his 
wife  April  22,  1866.  John  Armstrong,  father 
of  Joseph  D.  Armstrong,  who  was  born  in 
Crecne  county.  Pa.,  moved  to  Merrittstown 


in  1832.  He  was  married  September  28, 
1837,  to  Charity  Ann  Antram,  who  was  born 
February  4,  1817,  and  who  was  the  daughter 
of  Jesse  and  Martha  (Hague)  Antram. 
Jesse  Antram  was  born  August  10,  1887,  and 
died  in  November,  1853.  Martha  (Hague) 
Antram  was  born  October  29,  1784,  and  died 
August  16,  1869.  To  John  and  Charity  Arm- 
strong si.x  children  were  born :  Joseph  D., 
September  11,  1838;  Jessie  A.,  October  28, 
1840;  Mary  M.,  July  19,  1844;  Emma  V., 
April  20,  1849;  Charles  H.,  July  20,  1853; 
Lizzie  G.,  January  5,  1857.  John  Armstrong- 
died  June  15,  1879,  ^"fl  li's  w'fs  died  Janu- 
ary 27,  1897.  Joseph  D.  Armstrong  was  the 
eldest  child  of  John  and  Charity  Armstrong. 
He  came  to  Brownsville  in  1853  and  clerked 
in  the  drug  store  of  H.  W.  Robinson,  witii 
whom  he  was  associated  for  three  years.  In 
1859  'i^  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Isaac 
Jackson  in  the  drug  business.  In  1865  he 
purchased  the  interest  of  Dr.  Jackson,  and 
has  since  conducted  the  business  in  his  own 
name,  having  added  thereto  general  drug- 
gists' sundries  and  book  and  stationery  de- 
partments. He  was  married  February  19, 
1863,  to  Elizabeth  R.  Adams,  who  was  b..'rn 
March  30,  1844.  She  was  the  daughter  01 
the  Rev.  Josiah  and  Sarah  (Ford)  Adan^s, 
and  granddaughter  of  Hugh  and  Elizabeth 
(Brown)  Ford  (see  John  Brown's  sketch, 
this  volume).  Air.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Arm- 
strong have  two  children  living  and  one  de- 
ceased :  Mary,  married  Prof.  T.  W.  Gallo- 
way, of  Marshall,  Mo.;  John,  traveling  sales- 
man, and  Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years.  John  Armstrong  married 
June  15,  1892,  Sarah  T.  Winans,  daughter 
of  the  late  Jacob  Y.  Winans,  formerly  of 
Brownsville,  now  (if  New  Brighton,  Pa. 
Elizabeth  (Adams)  .Vrmstrong  died  Decem- 
ber   19,    1883.      Mr.    Armstrong    married    a 
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second  time  in  September,  1888,  Alargaret 
E.  Hurford,  daughter  of  William  and  Ellen 
(Johnston)  Hurford.  The  father  of  William 
Hurford,  Samuel  Hurford,  born  October  5, 
1781,  came  from  Virginia  to  Brownsville 
prior  to  1808,  and  was  engaged  to  run  the 
old  Miller  flouring  mill.  In  1808  he  married 
]Margaret  Miller,  of  Luzerne  township. 
Samuel  and  Margaret  (]\Iiller)  Hurford  had 
nine  children  of  whom  William  was  the  sixth 
child,  and  first  son.  His  father  died  and  left 
^^'illiam  to  care  for  the  family  on  the  old 
homestead  farm.  He  remained  there  until 
1885,  when  he  located  in  Brownsville.  He 
was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  West  Bend 
M.  E.  church.  He  was  a  director  in  the 
Second  National  Bank  at  his  death.  He  was 
born  ]\Iarch  23,  1816,  and  died  December 
18,  1894.  ]Mr.  J.  D.  Armstrong  has  been  a 
lifelong  member  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian church  of  Brownsville,  and  has 
served  several  years  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  and  has  been  one  o!  the 
elders  for  about  fifty  years. 

AIoRDECAi  C.  Mitchell  was  born  in 
Bridgeport,  Pa.,  August  2y.  1853.  His 
grandfather,  John  Mitchell,  was  born  in 
County  Down,  Ireland,  in  1789,  coming  to 
America  about  1800.  He  located  at  Hagers- 
town,  Md.,  where  Robert  Mitchell  was  born 
November  15,  1813.  In  1821  John  ]Mitchell 
moved  his  family  to  Bridgeport.  Robert 
^.litchell  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Cox, 
daughter  of  Wheeler  and  Mary  (Cole)  Cox. 
Wheeler  Cox  was  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican 
war,  and  his  wife  was  born  Februar--  22, 
1795.  and  died  November  8,  1886.  To  Rob- 
ert and  Elizabeth  Mitchell  seven  children 
were  born:  Mary  Ann.  John  W.,  Elisha  C, 
William  C,  Sarah  E.  (married  J.  W.  Kidney) ; 
Laura    Belle    and    Mordecai    C.      For    some 


years  Robert  Mitchell  conducted  a  foundry 
at  West  Brownsville,  first  under  the  firm 
name  of  Alitchell  and  Cox,  and  afterwards 
under  his  own  name,  Air.  Cox  moving  to 
Baltimore.  In  1852  he  sold  the  foundry  and 
commenced  the  manufacture  of  boots  and 
shoes.  He  died  June  28,  1898,  having  lived 
in  Bridgeport  for  sevent_\-seven  years. 
Elisha  C.  Alitchell  enlisted  February  22, 
1862,  in  Company  K,  112th  Regiment,  Heavy 
Artillery  of  Pennsylvania  \'olunteers,  under 
Colonel  Gibson  and  Captain  John  B.  Krepps 
for  three  years.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  May  5-7,  "64;  North  Ann  river, 
Alay  25-27,  '64;  Cold  Harbor,  Weldon  R.  R., 
Chapin's  farm,  and  in  the  entrenchments  in 
front  of  Petersburg.  He  was  wounded  in 
the  right  hand  and  side  at  the  battle  of  North 
Anna  river.  He  was  discharged  and  muster- 
ed out  with  the  battery,  January  29,  1866. 
Mordecai  C.  Alitchell  was  educated  in  the 
Bridgeport  schools,  afterward  learned  the 
cigar  makers'  trade,  and  followed  the  manu- 
facturing of  cigars  for  seventeen  years.  In 
1893  he  retired  from  the  manufacturing  busi- 
ness, and  has  since  conducted  a  retail  cigar 
and  confectionery  store,  having  a  restaurant 
in  connection  therewith.  He  was  married 
May  24,  1877,  to  Alice  J.  Alclntyre,  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Amanda  (DeHaven)  Mcln- 
tyre.  The  ancestors  of  Amanda  DeHaven 
came  from  France,  her  grandfather,  Jehu 
DeHaven,  landing  in  Philadelphia  in  1771. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  iSIitchell  have  six  children,  five 
of  whom  are  living:  Robert  M.,  born  May 
3,  1878;  William  C,  November  25,  1879; 
Ray  K.,  September  26,  1882;  Oliver  C,  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1890,  and  Russell  M.,  born  July  2, 
1893. 

Dr.  Cyrus  Clay  Reichard  was  born  at 
Ringgold's   Manor,   near   Hagerstown,    Md., 
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November    6,    1844.      He    was    the    seventh 
child  of  the  late  Daniel  and  Maria  (Brewer) 
Reichanl.     Dr.   Reichard"s   father   was   born 
at    the    manor    and    lived    there    until    1863, 
when    he    moved    to    near    Monmouth,    111., 
where    he   died    in    1866.     Dr.    Reichard   re- 
ceived  his   early   education   at    Hagerstown. 
In  1867  he  entered  the  Chicago  Medical  col- 
lege, the  medical  department   of  the   North 
Western  university,  and  graduated  in   1870. 
He  located  near  DesMoines,  Iowa,  where  he 
remained  two   years.     He  then   removed  to 
Monongahela     City,     Pa.,     remaining    there 
three   3ears,   and   coming  to   Brownsville   in 
1875,  where  he  still  remains  in  active  prac- 
tice.    He  was  married  in   1871   to  Mary  L. 
Woodward  (born  January  12,  1850),  daugh- 
ter of  Captain  Isaac  C.  and  Maria  (Brashear) 
Woodward.     Captain   Woodward    was    born 
May  20,   1813,  at  Chadd's  Ford  on  the   old 
historic   Brandywine   creek,   Chester  county. 
Pa.     His  paternal  ancestor,  William  Wood- 
ward,  was    an    English    Quaker,    coming   to 
America  with  Wm.   Penn  in   1682,   and  set- 
tling on  the  tract  now  called  Marshalltown. 
The  Woodwards  still  own  a  part  of  the  Mar- 
shalltown    tract,     where     now     stands     the 
Quaker    church    called    Bradford.      In    1816 
his   parents   brought    the    captain   to    Chadd 
Chalfant,    a    relative    of    his    mother,    near 
Brownsville.     His  father  died  the  same  year, 
and  he  was  taken  by  a  man  named  Cathell. 
He  learned  carpentering,  and  was  engaged 
in  building  steam  boats  for  some  years.     He 
commanded  several  boats  on  the  Mississippi 
and  its  branches,  and  was  president   of  the 
Pittslnn-g,   Brownsville   and    Geneva    Packet 
Company.      He    died    September    13.     1898. 
To  Dr.  Reichard  and  wife  five  chihlren  have 
been  born:    Anna  M.,  married  S.   B.   Chal- 
fant ;  Nellie  W. ;  Dr.  Lewis   N.,  a  graduate 
of  the  college  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 


Baltimore,  class  of  1899  and  practising  at 
Brownsville;  Mary  K.,  and  Isaac  Woodward 
Reichard.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the 
Fayette  County  ]\Iedical  society,  having 
served  as  president ;  also  is  a  member  of  the 
State  Medical  Society  and  American  Medical 
Association.  He  served  as  surgeon-in-chief 
of  the  loth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  for  five 
years,  and  the  Pittsburg  riots  of  1877  oc- 
curred during  his  term  of  service. 

George  Coxwell  Steele  is  a  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Elizabeth  (Conwell)  Steele  (see 
sketch  of  Wm.  C.  Steele).  He  was  born 
February  28,  1865,  in  Brownsville,  Pa.,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  In  Alay, 
1887,  he  opened  a  meat  market  in  Browns- 
ville, which  he  sold  in  September  of  the 
same  year,  after  which  he  engaged  as  clerk 
for  A.  A.  Carmack,  drygoods  merchant.  He 
continued  clerking  until  1895,  when  he 
bought  a  half  interest  in  the  business.  In 
1898  he  sold  his  interest  to  [Mr.  Carmack, 
bought  a  half  interest  in  a  furniture  store, 
with  Mr.  Ross,  which  business  is  still  con- 
tinued under  the  firm  name  of  Steele  and 
Ross.  Mr.  Steele  is  at  present  vice-grand 
in  an  Odd  Fellow  lodge ;  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  been  twice  elected  councilman  in 
Brownsville.  He  is  of  the  type  of  the  genial, 
wide-awake,  hustling  young  busiijess  man, 
who  is  a  credit  to  any  city. 

M.  S.  GriEFix. — The  great-grandfather  of 
Matthew  S.  Griffin  was  born  in  England,  and 
came  to  America,  settling  in  Baltimore  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
where  Matthew  Grififin  (grandfather)  was 
born  in  1800.  He  moved  from  Baltimore  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  engaged  in  the  cigar  and 
tobacco  business.  He  was  burned  out  at  a 
great  loss,  during  the  fire  of  1833.   Soon  after 
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he  moved  to  Washington,  Pa.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  same  business.  He  married 
Ann  Poole.  They  had  five  children:  Peter, 
Jane  (married  Geo.  Wyland,  of  Washington) ; 
Susannah  (married  Hugh  Mundel,  of  Wash- 
ington, Pa.) ;  Kate  (married  Andrew  Means, 
of  Washington,  Pa.) ;  and  Louisa  (married 
J.  Shan  Margeren,  of  Washington,  Pa.). 
Peter  Griffin  was  born  May  24,  1824.  He 
learned  the  same  business  as  that  followed 
by  his  father.  He  moved  to  Monongahela 
City  in  1850,  and  in  1856  went  to  Browns- 
ville, continuing  in  the  tobacco  business  until 
1864.  In  1866  he  opened  a  grocery  store 
in  Brownsville,  which  he  conducted  until 
1871,  when  his  liealth  compelled  him  to  re- 
tire. He  died  May  27,  1873.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  December,  1852,  to  Maria  Carmack, 
of  Monongahela  City  (see  sketch  of  A.  A. 
Carmack).  They  had  three  children :  J\Iat- 
thew  S.,  born  January  4,  1854;  Hezekiah, 
born  ^September  14,  1856,  and  Lula,  born  Oc- 
tober, i860,  who  died  in  infancy.  Matthew 
S.  Griffin  was  born  in  Monongahela  City, 
Pa.,  January  4,  1854.  He  came  with  his 
father  to  Brownsville  in  1856.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  Brownsville  schools,  and 
pursued  life  as  a  clerk  until  1891 ;  when  he 
commenced  business  for  himself,  as  a  dry- 
goods  merchant.  In  1893  he  was  appointed 
United  States  store  keeper,  and  in  the  year 
following  his  commission  was  changed  to 
United  States  store  keeper  and  gauger,  which 
commission  he  still  holds  (1900).  He  was 
married  July  21,  1875,  to  Enmia  C.  Mine- 
hart,  daughter  of  Adolph  G.  and  Emma 
(Willits)  Minehart,  of  Brownsville,  who  are 
of  German  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffin 
have  three  children :  Willard  A.,  born  July 
20,  1877;  J.  Shan,  a  member  of  loth  Penna. 
Regiment,  while  at  Manila,  born  October  8, 
46 


1878,  and  Adelaide,  born  May  26,  1886.     Mr. 
Griffin  is  a  Democrat. 

Levi  Craft  Waggoner  was  born  in 
Brownsville,  Pa.,  December  28,  1851.  His 
great-grandfather,  George  Waggoner,  was 
born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America  about 
the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century.  He 
located  first  near  Southfield,  Pa.,  and  moved 
from  thence  to  within  seven  miles  of  Greens- 
burg,  where  his  son,  Joshua  Waggoner,  was 
born  in  1780,  and  died  in  1877.  Joshua  mar- 
ried Rebekah  Norcross,  a  native  of  New  Jer- 
sey. Ten  children  were  born  to  them,  of 
whom  George  Waggoner,  father  of  Levi 
Craft  Waggoner,  was  the  fourth.  He  was 
born  in  Jefferson  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pa.,  January  28,  1822.  George  Waggoner 
married  Mary  M.  Craft,  daughter  of  Rev. 
George  B.  Craft,  near  Merrittstown,  on  No- 
vember 17,  1843.  Eight  children  were  born, 
all  of  whom  are  still  living:  Oliver  A.,  An- 
drew C,  Belle  (married  J.  W.  Watkins), 
Henry  J.,  Levi  C,  Lizzie  E.  (married  Charles 
Gaskell),  Mary  M.  (married  Oliver  Gar- 
wood), and  George  H.  George  Waggoner 
served  for  three  years  in  the  army  during  the 
Civil  war.  He  belonged  to  Co.  D,  8th  Penna. 
Reserves,  was  mustered  out  of  service  at 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  just  after  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  and  a  part  of  this  service  was 
as  army  wagon  master.  Oliver  A.,  a  brother 
of  Levi  C,  was  in  the  same  companv  and 
regiment  with  his  father.  He  was  only  six- 
teen years  of  age  when  he  entered  the  ser- 
vice, and  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Levi  C.  Waggoner  received  his  education  in 
the  Brownsville  and  Grindstone  schools.  He 
then  learned  the  marble  cutters"  trade  with 
M.  &  T.  S.  Wright,  of  Brownsville.  He  con- 
tinued in  this  business  for  ten  years  at 
Brownsville  and  two  years  at  Pittsburg.     In 
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1880  he  opened  a  grocery  and  provision  store 
in  Brownsville,  and  has  continued  the  busi- 
ness in  the  same  building  ever  since.  He 
was  married  in  September,  1875,  to  Ella  W. 
Aubrey,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  and 
]\Iaria  (Boyd)  Aubrey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wag- 
goner have  four  children ;  Thomas  A.,  born 
]May  9,  1877,  now  assistant  in  his  father's 
store ;  Leroy  C,  student  Pennington  semi- 
nary, N.  J.;  Carrie,  born  February  11,  1885, 
and  NelHe  B.,  born  September  i,  1892.  Mr. 
Waggoner  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  Royal  Arcanum.  He  was  one  of  the 
projectors  and  has  served  as  president  of 
Brownsville  Natural  Gas  Company.  While 
not  a  member  of  any  church,  he  is  a  regular 
attendant  of  the  M.  E.  church.  Mr.  Wag- 
goner is  actively  identified  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  having  served  a  number  of  times 
as  central  committeeman  and  as  delegate  to 
county  conventions,  and  was  burgess  of 
Bridgeport  for  three  years.  He  has  been 
treasurer  of  Brownsville  Lodge,  No.  51, 1.  O. 
O.  F.,  since  1897,  and  he  and  his  family  re- 
side on  High  street,  Bridgeport. 

Edw.vrd  Lawson  Mooriiouse,  justice  of 
the  peace,  whose  honorable  career  and  an- 
cestral line  form  the  subject  of  this  article, 
is  of  English  parentage.  He  was  born  in 
Grassington,  Yorkshire,  England,  on  July  2, 
1829,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents 
in  June,  1831.  His  father,  also  named  Ed- 
ward, came  direct  to  Brownsville,  and  be- 
came identified  with  the  local  interests,  sub- 
sequently taking  up  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  he  followed  until  his  death  in  1854. 
louring  his  life  work  here,  Edward,  Sr.,  oc- 
cujjied  numerous  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility, having  served  as  a  member  of 
the  town  council,  and  subsequently  as  tax 
collector.     'Hie  mother  of  our  subject  was  a 


Miss  Margaret  Lawson.  She  is  still  living 
and  in  good  health,  mentally  and  physically, 
although  born  when  the  century  was  but 
eight  years  old.  The  early  education  of  our 
subject  was  acquired  in  the  admirable  public 
schools  of  this  section.  His  first  public  trust 
was  that  of  assistant  burgess  of  Brownsville, 
which  position  he  held  for  one  year.  He  then 
accepted  the  position  of  messenger  for  the 
Adams  Express  Co.,  running  between  Pitts- 
burg and  Cincinnati.  This  post  he  held  for 
two  and  one-half  years.  He  then  resumed 
his  profession,  that  of  a  master  machinist,  in 
the  service  of  Snowdon  &  Mason,  in  Browns- 
ville, builders  of  steam  engines,  etc.  He  re- 
mained there  one  year,  and  then  removed  to 
the  borough  of  Bridgeport,  where  he  rented 
and  conducted  the  general  foundry  and  ma- 
chine plant,  together  with  several  co-part- 
ners, for  a  period  of  ten  years,  or  up  to  1874. 
He  then  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits  in 
Pittsburg  in  which  he  was  engaged  for  a  per- 
iod of  some  fourteen  years,  or  until  1889, 
when  he  returned  to  Bridgeport,  settling  on 
his  own  landed  estate,  where  he  continued 
until  1892,  when  he  was  made  burgess  and 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Bridgeport.  He  de- 
clined re-election  as  burgess  at  the  end  of 
one  year,  but  his  fellow  citizens  in  apprecia- 
tion of  the  value  of  his  services  re-elected 
him  for  a  second  term  of  five  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace.  His  re-election  as  justice  is 
rather  an  exceptional  incident,  since  bor- 
oughs are  entitled  to  two  justices  each,  and 
Mr.  Moorhousc  acceptably  fills  the  require- 
ments for  two.  In  the  social  spheres  Scpiire 
Moorhouse  is  widely  known  and  respected, 
having  been  an  active  Odd  Fellow  since  185 1, 
and  a  member  of  his  subordinate  lodge  as 
well  as  the  encampment.  In  June,  1854,  he 
was  married  to  Mary  F.,  a  daughter  of  the 
late    Rev.    Daniel    Rhoads,    of    Brownsville. 
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Sl'.e  died  in  1872,  leaving  six  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living.  The  oldest,  Harry,  is  a 
resident  of  Zanesville,  Ohio.  The  next, 
Elizabeth,  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Wm.  Alexander, 
a  farmer  of  Westmoreland  county.  Pa. ; 
whilst  still  another,  William,  is  a  bookkeeper 
for  the  Excelsior  Express  Co.,  of  Pittsburg. 
A  daughter,  Margaret,  is  the  wife  of  Simon 
P.  Tringle,  of  Bridgeport ;  whilst  another 
daughter,  Adda  (unmarried)  resides  in 
\MieeIing  with  a  sister.  The  last  child,  Mary 
F.,  is  the  wife  of  Herschel  C.  Ogden,  Esq., 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Wheeling,  W. 
Va.,  "Evening  News."  Squire  Moorhouse 
has  been  for  nine  3'ears  past  a  member  of  the 
town  council  of  Bridgeport,  and  was  also 
a  member  of  the  school  board  for  nine  years. 
It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  Squire 
Moorhouse  has  been  from  the  first,  and  still 
is  a  factor  in  the  growth  and  development 
of  Fayette  county,  and  identified  with  the 
progress  attained  by  the  grand  old  coimtv. 

Samuel  Thompson. — Few  citizens,  if  any, 
are  better  known  in  the  borough  of  Bridge- 
port, township  of  Luzerne,  or,  for  that  mat- 
ter, in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  than  Mr.  Samuel 
Thompson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr. 
Thompson's  life  has  been  passed  in  this  vi- 
cinit}',  and  his  modest  charities  (modest  as 
regards  ostentatious  mention)  are  on  a  par 
with  his  broad  and  public-spirited  achieve- 
ments. Like  his  father,  John  Thompson, 
who  was  a  plain,  prosperous  and  highly  es- 
teemed citizen,  he  has  always  eschewed  pub- 
lic position.  He  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Pa.,  February  23,  1823,  and  received 
a  public  school  education,  the  best  then  at- 
tainable. He  became  a  farmer,  until  about 
1843  or  1844,  when  he  established  the  "Sam 
Thompson  Distillery"  in  Brownsville,  on  the 
Monongahela  road.  This  is  still  one  of  the 
leading  industries  of  its  kind  in  this  vicinity. 


Mr.  Thompson's  active  energies  soon  caused 
him  to  be  in  request  in  the  financial  world, 
and  he  accordingly  became  identified  about 
this  period  (1844)  with  the  "State  Bank"  in 
Bridgeport.  It  soon  grew  and  expanded, 
and  when  the  national  bank  statutes,  of  the 
Civil  war  epoch,  became  operative,  changed 
to  its  present  title  and  name,  that  of  "The 
National  Deposit  Bank."  In  its  councils  and 
management,  I\Ir.  Thompson  has  been  all 
along  a  conspicuous  and  potential  factor. 
He  is  still  its  assistant  vice-president.  By  his 
first  marriage  he  was  blessed  with  three  chil- 
dren, George,  the  eldest,  being  a  prosperous 
farmer  at  Pike  Run;  Thomas,  likewise  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser,  whilst  Robert  forms 
no  exception,  and  is  an  extensive  sheep- 
raiser,  stock-handler  and  agriculturalist  as 
well.  Mr.  Thompson  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  largest  holders  of  real  estate  in  Fay- 
ette, Washington  and  other  counties  of 
Pennsylvania.  His  career  marks  him  as  a 
type  of  the  men  who  make  better  the  State, 
county  and  borough  in  which  their  activities 
are  centered. 

Dr.  Henry  Eastman,  of  Bridgeport,  is  a 
son  of  Dr.  Henry  and  Mary  E.  (Porter)  East- 
man, and  was  born  at  Merrittstown,  Fayette 
county.  Pa.,  September  17,  1869.  His  great- 
grandfather, Ebenezer  Eastman,  was  the  son 
of  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  served  as  a  captain  at  Bunker  Hill 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  His  son,  Hon. 
Nehemiah  Eastman,  was  born  in  New  Hamp- 
sliire ;  was  a  prominent  lawyer  and  was 
elected  by  the  Whigs  to  congress  in  1826. 
He  married  Anstris  B.,  daughter  of  Peter 
Woodbury,  a  prominent  merchant  of  Fran- 
cestown,  N.  H.,  whose  father,  James  T. 
Woodbury,  was  a  native  of  England  and  an 
officer  under  General  Wolfe  at  the  capture  of 
Quebec.     One  of  her  brothers,  Levi  Wood- 


872 


NELSON'S  BIOGRAPHICAL  DICTIONARY 


bury,  a  distinguished  statesman,  was  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  under  President  Van  Buren 
and  was  afterwards  appointed  associate  jus- 
tice of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  by  President  James  K.  Polk  and  died 
while  holding  that  office.  Dr.  Henry  East- 
man, (Sr.),  was  born  in  New  Hampshire, 
March  i6,  1826;  was  educated  at  Gilmarton 
academy,  read  medicine  and  was  graduated 
from  Jefferson  Medical  college  (Philadel- 
phia) in  1847  a'^<i  shortly  afterwards  came 
to  Merrittstown,  and  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  In  1853  he  married 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Moses  B.  and  Mary 
(Wilson)  Porter,  whose  ancestors  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  county.  They 
have  six  children  living:  Anstris  W.  (mar- 
ried A.  R.  Struble,  of  Masontown) ;  Thomas 
N.  (physician  at  Uniontown) ;  Anna  M. 
(wife  of  J.  S.  Hackney,  of  Uniontown); 
Henry;  Ellen  M.  (wife  of  George  M.  Rath- 
mell,  of  Bridgeport),  and  Nora  Blanche 
Eastman.  Dr.  Eastman  was  educated  at  St. 
Vincent's  academy,  Eatrobe,  Pa.  From 
there  he  went  to  Mt.  Union  college  in  Ohio ; 
entered  Jefferson  Medical  college  in  1888 
and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1892. 
He  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad,  with  headquarters  at  Mis- 
soula, Montana,  remaining  there  about  two 
years,  whence  he  came  to  Brownsville  in  the 
fall  of  1894,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged 
in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession. 

J.  HoLMKS  PaTTON. — Family  ancestry  in 
this  sketch  will  be  found  to  possess  interest 
to  all  lovers  of  ancestral  lines.  Mrs.  Helen 
(Duncan)  Patton  is  the  widow  of  Mr.  J. 
Holmes  Patton,  who  was  born  September 
14,  1863,  in  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  of  which 
his  father  was  a  native.  He  received  a  thor- 
ough education,  and  at  once   entered  upon 


his  active  business  career.  He  enjoyed  two 
unique  distinctions :  First,  he  was  the  young- 
est president,  who  held,  as  he  did,  the  presi- 
dency of  the  board  of  town  councilmen  here. 
Second,  he  was  made  postmaster  of  Browns- 
ville when  only  twenty-one  years  of  age,  be- 
ing the  youngest  postmaster,  then,  in  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Patton's  abilities  re- 
ceived very  early  a  substantial  recognition 
in  yet  other  spheres,  and  mark  him,  during 
his  brief  life,  as  having  been  endowed  with 
more  than  average  attainments.  He  was  the 
efficient  and  honored  teller,  for  about  seven 
years,  of  the  !iIonongahela  National  Bank, 
of  Brownsville.  His  health  began  to  fail, 
and  in  1896  he  resigned  all  his  trusts,  and 
passed  off  the  stage  of  earthly  activities  ]\Iay 
3,  1898,  in  a  quiet,  peaceful  Christian  con- 
tentment. He  was  an  active  and  influential 
member  and  worker  in  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, being  a  Knight  Templar.  He  left  a 
widow  and  one  son.  The  widow,  Helen 
(Duncan)  Patton,  to  whom  he  was  married 
December  14,  1893,  is  the  only  child  of  the 
late  Dr.  W.  S.  Duncan,  of  Bridgeport.  Her 
son,  William  Duncan  Patton,  was  born  on 
November  25,  1894. 

Mrs.  Helen  (Duncan)  Patton's  ancestral 
lineage  deserves  more  than  a  passing  men- 
tion. Her  father  was  Dr.  Wm.  Stevens  Dun- 
can, born  ^lay  24,  1834.  He  was  a  son  of 
Judge  Thomas  Duncan  and  Priscilla,  his  wife. 
The  Duncans  are  of  Scotch  descent,  Arthur 
Duncan,  the  progenitor  of  the  American 
branch  of  the  family  having  landed  in  Phila- 
delphia. Pa.,  on  June  10,  1793.  In  1795  Ar- 
thur Duncan  joined  the  forces  of  George 
A^'ashington  in  their  suppression  of  the  his- 
torical "Whisky  Insurrection,"  after  which 
he  settled  near  the  town  now  known  as  Uj)- 
per  Middletown.  This  was  in  1802,  immedi- 
atclv  after  which  he  took  out  his  naturaliza- 
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tion  papers.  He  married  Sophia,  daughter 
of  Arthur  Wharton,  of  Franklin  township, 
and  died  in  1850,  his  wife  dying  prior  to  tliat 
3ear,  at  Pittsburg,  in  1845.  Ten  children 
surviving  them.  Of  these,  Thomas,  was  the 
father  of  William  Stevens  Duncan.  Thomas 
Duncan  was  a  man  of  affairs  and  position. 
He  was  born  in  Franklin  township,  August 
22,  1807.  In  1851  he  was  elected  associate 
judge  of  Fayette  county  for  five  years,  and 
re-elected,  for  five  years  longer,  in  1856.  He 
was  a  widely  known,  highly  esteemed  and 
honored  citizen;  a  popular  judge  and  upright 
man ;  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  Mason,  and  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  M.  E.  church  for  forty- 
eight  years.  Four  children' were  the  issue  of 
his  marriage,  of  whom  Dr.  Duncan  was  one. 
Dr.  Duncan  was  a  student  of  Mt.  Union  col- 
lege, Ohio ;  read  medicine  in  Brownsville  un- 
der the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  M.  O.  Jones, 
and  was  graduated  as  an  M.  D.  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1858.  His 
fame  as  a  surgeon  and  physician  was  wide- 
spread, he  having  the  reputation  of  being  the 
leader  of  his  profession  in  Fayette  county. 
On  March  21,  1861,  he  married  Miss  Amanda 
Leonard,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Benjamin 
and  Mary  (Berry)  Leonard.  Dr.  Duncan 
was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Browns- 
ville R.  R.  Co.,  which  opened  up  such  an  ex- 
tent of  mineral  and  other  industries  between 
this  section  and  Pittsburg.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  original  directors  and  promoters  of 
the  Dollar  Savings  Bank  here.  He  also  en- 
joyed the  distinction  of  owning  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  equipped  general  and  medi- 
cal libraries  in  the  State.  He  was  patriotic, 
and  accordingly  he  was  a  volunteer  surgeon 
in  the  late  Civil  war,  and  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  was  taken  prisoner.  He  died  on 
May  16,  1892,  full  of  honors  and  lamented  by 
the  entire  communitv  as  well  as  the   Com- 


monwealth at  large.  Such  a  lineage  as  the 
above  is  not  a  common  one,  and  deserves 
perpetuation. 

Jacob  Sawyer,  grocer,  Brownsville,  is  a 
worthy  citizen  of  the  town,  and  one  of  the 
oldest  business  men  of  the  place.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  was  born  May  i, 
1820.  His  parents  were  John  and  Mary  Saw- 
yer; the  former  was  born  in  England,  the 
latter  near  Lancaster,  Pa.  John-,  after  his 
arrival  in  this  country,  was  early  naturalized 
and  made  a  law  abiding  citizen.  He  was  a 
man  of  good  moral  habits,  not  burdened  with 
m.uch  of  this  wo'rld's  goods,  but  with  a  fund 
of  honest  and  honorable  principles.  He  was 
a  laborer  in  his  early  life,  but  later  became 
a  farmer  of  some  means.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  six  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity.  Jacob  is  the  only  survivor  of  the 
family.  John  and  his  wife  lived  to  a  ripe  old 
age.  Their  son  Jacob,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  near  Lan- 
caster. He  was  twenty-seven  years  old  when 
he  left  his  native  place.  He  was  a  miller  for 
about  ten  years,  alternating  between  Penn- 
sylvania and  Virginia.  He  found  his  way  to 
this  county  in  1862,  and  settled  in  Browns- 
ville, which  was  then  a  stirring  and  thriving 
place.  He  engaged  in  the  grocery  business, 
which  he  has  followed  ever  since.  He  has 
made  a  success  of  life  from  a  financial  point 
of  view.  He  is  honest  in  his  dealings,  and  is 
considered  a  worthy  man  and  loyal  citizen  of 
Brownsville.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
James  Curren,  of  Morgantown,  Va.,  in  1849. 
They  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  are 
living.  His  son,  C.  K.  Sawyer,  is  also  in  the 
grocery  business  in  Brownsville,  and  is  pros- 
pering in  his  chosen  line.  Mrs.  Sawyer  was 
born  in  Morgantown  in  1825.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sawyer  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  church, 
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of  which  Mr.  Sawyer  served  as  vestryman  for 
six  years.  He  has  served  several  terms  on 
the  school  board,  and  has  been  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Monongahela  Bank  of 
Brownsvihe  for  a  period  of  twenty  years. 

Ayres  Lynch,  retired,  a  resident  of 
Brownsvihe,  was  born  in  Redstone  township, 
January  22,  1822.  His  parents  were  John 
and  Hannah  Lynch,  both  natives  of  Redstone 
township,  and  descendants  of  early  pioneers 
of  this  county.  His  grandfather,  Thomas, 
v/as  a  carpet  weaver,  and  a  worthy  man,  and 
the  house  in  which  he  lived  is  still  standing, 
situated  on  Front  street.  His  wife's  name 
was  Hannah.  Both  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age ; 
Thomas  being  ninety  years  old.  His  son, 
John  Lynch,  was  born  in  Redstone  township, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He 
owned  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  above 
named  township.  He  was  a  thoroughgoing 
business  man  in  every  respect ;  he  was  a 
practical  man  and  a  progressive  farmer.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Whig,  and  in  religious  faith 
a  Methodist,  and  although  he  never  joined  a 
church,  he  was  a  good,  moral  man.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  and  his  wife 
died  later  at  the  same  age.  Ayres  Lynch, 
his  son,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Browns- 
ville. Li  early  life  he  learned  masonry,  at 
which  he  worked  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
course  of  time  he  became  an  extensive  con- 
tractor, and  was  employed  in  the  erection  of 
many  of  the  principal  public  buildings  in 
the  county,  including  the  courthouse  and 
churches.  He  has  held  the  office  of  council- 
man for  some  years.  He  was  one  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Bridgeport  Bank  at  the  time  of 
its  organization.  In  1846  he  married  Har- 
riet, daughter  of  Charles  and  Hester  Brown, 
of  Brownsville.  To  this  union  were  born  six 
children,    all    of    whom    are    living:    Robert, 


Charles,  Louise,  John  T.,  Howard  A.,  and 
George  D.  The  family  have  resided  in 
Brownsville  except  from  1876  to  1888,  dur- 
ing which  time  they  lived  at  Pittsburg.  Mrs. 
Lynch  was  born  in  Brownsville  in  1822,  and 
died  in  j\larch,  1890. 

William  C.  Steele,  postmaster  of 
Brownsville,  and  for  twenty  years  one  of 
Brownsville's  thoroughgoing  and  energetic 
business  men  and  live  merchants,  was  born 
in  the  above  named  town  on  May  23,  1857, 
and  is  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction.  His  great- 
great-grandparents  came  from  the  north  of 
Ireland  about  1740,  and  settled  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania.  On  the  passage  over  the  At- 
lantic, Mrs.  Steele  gave  birth  to  a  son,  who 
was  given  the  name  of  William,  and  who  was 
the  great-grandfather  of  William  C.  Steele. 
William  grew  up  to  man's  estate,  settled  in 
Maryland,  where  he  resided,  and  where  he 
married  a  most  estimable  woman.  About 
1784  \\'illiam  removed  from  Maryland,  where 
several  children  were  born  to  him,  to  Fayette 
coimty,  about  six  miles  east  of  Brownsville, 
where  he  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land,  but 
he  eventually  removed  to  Rostraver  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  where  he  died 
in  1806.  Prior  to  his  death,  William  pur- 
chased for  his  sons,  John  and  William,  a 
tract  of  land  which  is  now  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship, and  embraced  the  farms  now  occupied 
by  Harvey  J.  Steele  and  Joseph  S.  Elliott. 
John  Steele  was  married  to  Miss  Agnes 
Happer,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children. 
Samuel  was  the  fourth  child,  and  was  born 
June  15,  1814,  and  is  the  father  of  William  C. 
Steele.  John  Steele  ilied  June  6,  1856,  aged 
eighty  years. 

Samuel  Steele  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
in  his  boyhood  attended  the  subscription 
schools.     In  his  eiqhteenth  year  he  entered 
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as  an  apprentice  to  the  tanning  and  currying 
trade  in  the  establishment  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  Jesse  Cunningham,  of  Brownsville, 
where  he  served  three  years.  In  1843,  after 
the  death  of  the  latter,  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Cunningham, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Samuel  Steele  &  Co., 
which  continued  imtil  i860,  when  he  with- 
drew from  the  firm  and  erected  a  large  tan- 
nery which  he  operated  until  1878,  when  he 
took  in  his  son,  William  C,  the  firm  being 
known  thereafter  as  Samuel  Steele  &  Son. 
This  relation  existed  up  to  the  time  of  the 
elder  Steele's  death,  which  occurred  August 
3,  1886.  February  11,  1852,  Samuel  Steele 
and  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Conwell  were  mar- 
ried ;  they  had  eight  children,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living.  Samuel  Steele  was  a  con- 
scientious man  in  all  his  dealings,  willing  to 
believe  anyone  because  of  his  own  inborn 
truthfulness ;  good  natured  and  large-hearted 
in  the  extreme.  He  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth,  died  January  29,  1898,  in  her  sev- 
enty-third year.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Margaret  Conwell.  William  C. 
Steele  was  educated  at  Brownsville  and 
Southwestern  Normal  school.  In  1878,  as 
above  stated,  he  became  the  junior  partner 
with  his  father.  The  business  was  well  con- 
ducted and  ably  managed.  Their  leather 
found  a  ready  market  in  the  western  States. 
In  1888,  two  years  subsequent  to  his  father's 
death,  Wm.  C.  Steele  closed  up  the  tannery 
business  and  went  into  mercantile  pursuits. 
He  carried  a  large  stock  of  boots,  shoes, 
hats,  caps,  leather,  etc.,  and  commanded  a 
large  patronage.  In  the  spring  of  1899  Mr. 
Steele  sold  out  his  business  to  become  post- 
master of  Brownsville  tmder  appointment  of 
President  McKinley,  assuming  the  duties  of 
the   postofifice   on   February    15,    1899.      De- 


cember 14,  1881,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Alice,  daughter  of  Capt.  E.  D.  Abrams,  of 
Brownsville.  To  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Steele  were 
born  four  children :  Bessie  (deceased),  Helen 
J.,  William  Conwell,  Jr.  (deceased),  and  Law- 
rence. Mr.  Steele  is  a  Republican  and  a 
prominent  man  in  his  party  and  town ;  he  has 
been  councilman  for  nine  years,  and  was  re- 
elected in  1900  for  three  years  longer.  He 
j  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  school  di- 
1  rectors  for  six  years,  and  during  this  whole 
period  has  served  as  secretary.  He  and  his 
wife  attend  Christ  Episcopal  church,  of  which 
he  is  vestryman.  Mr.  Steele  is  a  progressive 
young  business  man  who  has  the  qualifica- 
tions for  filling  any  office  with  credit  and 
honor.  He  bids  fair  to  make  his  mark  in 
life  and  progress  in  the  world. 

James  M.  Abrams,  now  retired,  is  one  of 
Brownsville's  reliable  and  trusty  citizens,  and 
is  of  Welsh-Irish  extraction.  Henry  Abrams 
was  a  native  of  Wales.  He  emigrated  to 
America  in  a  very  early  day,  locating  near 
Staunton,  Va.  He  was  a  mariner  by  occupa- 
tion. After  some  years'  residence  there,  he 
removed  to  Turkey  Foot  township,  Somer- 
set county.  Pa.  (about  1768),  where  he  owned 
a  farm  of  sixty-six  acres.  This  was  previous 
to  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  served  as  a 
lieutenant  in  the  said  war,  fought  valiantly 
for  his  country,  and  died  at  the  extreme  age 
of  one  hundred  and  eight  years.  Gabriel 
Abrams  was  his  son,  and  was  a  farmer  of 
Turkey  Foot  township,  of  some  importance. 
He  was  a  man  of  influence  in  his  day,  reared 
a  large  family,  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
one  years.  Eli  Abrams  is  the  son  of  Gabriel, 
and  was  born  in  Turkey  Foot  township,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1792.  Eli  removed  to  Brownsville 
in  1812,  and  was  first  employed  by  Jacob 
Bowman   in   his   nail   factorv,   but    soon   left 
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lliat  position  and  began  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, which  he  followed  with  profit  for  some 
years.  He  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Cath- 
erine, daughter  of  Martin  Tiernan,  a  native 
O!  Ireland,  in  1818.  To  this  union  two  chil- 
c'ren  were  born.  A'Irs.  Catherine  Abrams 
was  born  in  Ireland,  May  7,  1795,  and  died 
March  21,  1821.  He  married  for  his  second 
wife  the  widow  of  Adam  Jacobs,  by  whom 
he  had  six  children.  Eli  Abrams  was  a  very 
prominent  man  in  Brownsville.  He  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty  years. 
He  was  associate  judge  for  eight  years.  He 
was  a  man  of  marked  ability  and  influence. 
His  death  occurred  May  26,  1876.  James  M. 
Abrams  is  the  son  of  Eli  and  Catherine 
(Tiernan)  Abrams,  and  was  born  in  Browns- 
ville, February  14,  1819.  He  was  reared  nd 
educated  in  his  native  city,  where  he  has  al- 
^\'ays  resided.  His  first  business  venture  was 
in  the  jewelry  line,  which  he  followed  for 
about  twelve  years.  In  1841  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  study  of  dental  surgery,  a 
]irofession  which  he  practiced  for  thirty-five 
years.  In  1880  he  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness, allowing  his  son,  James  H.,  to  succeed 
him  in  Brownsville.  In  February,  1842,  he 
was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Rebecca  Kimber, 
who  bore  him  seven  children.  Four  of  this 
number  survive,  Mary  C,  Hattie  E.,  James 
H.  and  Annie  S.  Mrs.  Abrams  was  born  in 
Brownsville  May  16,  1821,  and  cHed  Decem- 
ber II,  1897.  She  was  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  Mr. 
Abrams  is  also  a  member.  In  politics  Mr. 
Abrams  is  a  Proliibitionist. 

Cii.\RLKS  Lkidy  Snowdon  is  one  of 
Brownsville's  well  known  business  men.  He 
was  born  in  Brownsville,  June  25,  1854,  and 
is  a  son  of  J.  N.  and  Eliza  J.  (McSherry) 
Snowdon.     (vSee    sketch    of   J.   N.    Snowdon 


contained  in  this  volume.)  Charles  L.  Snow- 
don was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
town,  completing  his  studies  in  the  high 
school.  His  first  business  experience  was  in 
a  general  store.  Farmers  and  Mechanics,  in 
Brownsville,  where  he  remained  from  1870 
to  1876.  He  was  next  appointed  teller  of  the 
Brownsville  Dollar  Savings  Bank,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  In  1878  he  was  em- 
ployed as  clerk  of  the  Brownsville  and  Gen- 
eva Packet  Co.,  in  which  capacity  he  was  en- 
gaged for  two  years.  In  1880  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  coal  trade,  and  connected 
himself  with  J.  S.  Cunningham  &  Co.,  the 
firm  then  operating  the  Empire  mines  at 
Brownsville.  In  i88i  he  purchased  Mr.  Cun- 
ningham's interest  in  the  mine,  and  became 
its  managing  owner.  This  mine  is  located 
above  the  mouth  of  Redstone  creek.  The 
output  of  the  mine  is  about  two  million  five 
hundred  thousand  bushels  per  annum.  In 
connection  with  the  mine  there  are  coke 
ovens  operated,  the  coke  of  which  is  pro- 
nounced by  the  Edgar  Thompson  steel 
works  to  be  equal  to  any  ever  used.  In  1885 
in  connection  with  his  brother-in-law,  F.  T. 
Hogg,  he  developed  the  Albany  mines,  near 
Brownsville,  which  now  produce  annually 
three  million  five  hundred  thousand  bushels. 
The  coal  from  both  these  mines  is  of  a  super- 
ior quality,  competing  with  the  Pittsburg 
coal,  and,  like  it,  always  finds  a  ready  market. 
Mr.  C.  L.  Snowdon  is  a  man  of  rare  btisiness 
C[ualities,  quick  to  discern,  deliberate  in  his 
decisions,  and  enjoys  the  entire  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  who  have  shown  him 
marked  tokens  of  their  esteem.  In  1887  '^^ 
was  elected  director  of  the  Brownsville  Gas 
Company.  In  1889  he  was  made  director  of 
the  Monongahela  National  Bank,  of  Browns- 
ville, and  in  1893  he  was  chosen  president  of 
the  same,  an  office  which  he  still  holds.    This 


i 


I 


^yW^rn^^^^ 


AND  HISTORICAL  REFERENCE   BOOK   OF  FAYETTE   COUNTY. 


bank  is  one  of  the  oldest  moneyed  institu- 
tions in  the  county,  and  since  its  charter  in 
1812  it  has  never  suspended  specie  payment. 
In  1890  Mr.  Snowdon  was  elected  a  director 
of  the  Pittsburg,  Brownsville  and  Geneva 
Packet  Company,  and  in  1898  was  made  its 
president.  In  1892  he  organized  the  Browns- 
ville and  Bridgeport  W^ater  companies,  of 
both  of  which  he  was  elected  president.  The 
Queen  City  Coal  Company  was  organized  in 
1889,  at  which  time  he  was  elected  a  director, 
and  in  1890  was  made  its  president.  In  1892 
he  was  elected  president  of  the  Pacific  Coal 
Company.  Mr.  Snowdon  is  too  btisy  a  man 
to  dabble  in  politics,  nevertheless  his  friends 
elected  him  councilman  of  Brownsville,  and 
also  a  member  of  the  school  board,  in  both 
of  which  bodies  he  served  for  several  terms. 
On  June  26,  1879,  he  was  joined  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  B.,  daughter  of  George  E. 
and  Sarah  Hogg,  of  Brownsville.  (See 
sketch  of  George  Hogg,  this  volume.)  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Snowdon  have  six  children :  Lida 
H.,  born  January,  1881  ;  George  H.,  April, 
1883;  Carohne  M.,  May,  1885;  Fehx  B.,  Oc- 
tober, 1887;  Charles  N.,  June,  1891,  and 
]\Iar3'  E.,  September,  1895.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Snowdon  are  communicants  of  Christ  Epis- 
copal church,  of  which  he  has  been  vestry- 
man for  twenty  years,  and  is  now  junior 
warden.  Politically  Mr.  Snowdon  is  a 
staunch  Republican. 

John  Nelson  Snowdon.  a  retired  manu- 
facturer of  Brownsville  and  one  of  its  re- 
spected and  worthy  citizens,  was  born  in 
Brownsville,  October  15,  1827.  He  is  a  son 
of  Captain  John  and  Mary  (Smith)  Snowdon. 
Capt.  John  Snowdon  was  born  at  Martin, 
near  Scarborough,  Yorkshire,  England, 
^larcli  22,  1796.  His  early  education  was 
limited,  but  he  had  a  fund  of  self-reliance  and 


stability  in  his  make-up.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  blacksmith  in  his  native  country. 
In  1818  with  his  wife  and  two  children  he 
emigrated  to  this  country  with  very  little  of 
this  world's  goods  in  his  possession.  He  be- 
gan life  anew  in  his  adopted  country,  in 
Brownsville,  working  at  his  trade  in  the  shop 
of  John  Weaver,  at  one  dollar  per  day — a 
large  sum  in  those  days.  His  first  work  out- 
side of  the  regular  routine  was  to  make  an 
oven  for  Mr.  George  Hogg.  This  opened 
the  way  for  more  of  the  same  work,  which 
it  is  believed  introduced  the  use  of  stoves 
into  this  country.  Seeing  his  skill  and  de- 
termination to  succeed,  Mr.  Hogg  furnished 
him  with  the  necessaries  of  the  trade  for 
starting  a  small  shop  on  Market  street.  To 
this  shop  he  added  different  departments  un- 
til he  became  proprietor  of  a  foundry,  ma- 
chine shop  and  other  works.  This  was  the 
nucleus  around  which  grew  a  large  and  thriv- 
ing business.  At  these  shops  were  built  the 
engines  for  the  steamer  "Monongahela"  in 
1812;  in  1831  he  built  larger  works  when  he 
built  engines  for  the  iron-clads  '"^Manayunk" 
and  "Umpqua."  This  shop  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  September,  1853,  and  rebuilt  in  1854, 
to  which  he  added  a  rolling  mill,  in  the  oper- 
ation of  which  he  was  assisted  by  his  sons, 
under  the  firm  name  of  John  Snowdon  & 
Sons.  In  this  shop  he  built  engines  for  the 
states  of  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Texas, 
Michigan,  California,  and  others,  to  the  num- 
ber of  three  hundred.  He  built  boats  for  the 
government  to  be  used  in  the  Mexican  war, 
and  two  gun-boats  for  the  government  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  at  a  contract  price  of  one 
million  dollars.  He  built  what  is  supposed 
to  be  the  first  iron  bridge  in  America,  which 
connects  Bridgeport  with  Brownsville.  His 
income  was  enormous,  his  losses  were  great. 
By  the  bankrupt  law  of  1841   he  lost  forty 
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thousand  dollars,  by  fire  eighty  thousand 
dollars,  and  by  the  failure  of  southern  con- 
tractors in  consequence  of  the  Rebellion 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  His  life  and 
character  were  upright,  fulh  of  kindness  and 
charity.  As  a  citizen  he  stood  high  in  the 
estimation  of  all.  He  wae  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  for  many  years  before  his 
death,  which  occurred  January  25,  1875,  at 
Brownsville,  where  his  wife  also  died.  Mr. 
Snowdon  did  more  to  build  up  his  adopted 
town  and  to  advance  its  interests  during  the 
iift)--seven  years  of  his  residence  than  any 
other  man  who  ever  lived  in  Brownsville. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  in  religious  faith 
an  Episcopalian.  His  family  consisted  of  ten 
children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and 
are  living  at  this  writing.  J.  N.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  is  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  at  Brownsville, 
where  his  home  has  always  been.  His  first 
business  was  as  clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of 
George  Cass,  but  remained  only  a  short  time. 
'  In  1846  he  went  as  clerk  on  one  of  the  pack- 
ets and  remained  on  the  river  until  1854,  at 
which  time  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
his  father.  In  i860  the  firm  was  obliged  to 
suspend  work  on  account  of  the  hostilities  be- 
tween the  sister  States.  After  the  opening 
of  the  war  they  were  employed  by  the  gov- 
ernment to  build  war  vessels  as  stated  above. 
They  removed  some  of  their  force  to  Pitts- 
burg, where  a  large  gang  was  employed  in 
ship-building ;  in  the  two  shops  at  Browns- 
ville and  Pittsburg  there  were  two  thousand 
men  employed.  The  firm  continued  up  to 
1872,  when  it  closed  its  business  altogether. 
In  1878  iMr.  J.  N.  Snowdon  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Brownsville  by  President 
Hayes,  and  in  1882  was  re-appointed  by 
President  Arthur  and  holding  the  office  until 
1886.     He  was  elected  a  director  during  the 


erection  of  the  school  building  and  held  his 
position  for  eight  years  as  chairman  of  the 
school  board.  On  January  17,  1853,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Eliza  J.,  daughter  of  James 
and  Matilda  (Bowman)  McSherry.  To  this 
union  three  children  were  born:  Charles  L., 
John  H.,  and  Mary  (Mrs.  Walter  Berry). 
Mrs.  Eliza  Snowdon  was  born  in  Browns- 
ville in  September,  1830.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Snowdon  are  both  members  of  the  Episcopal 
church,  of  which  Mr.  Snowdon  is  vestryman. 

Charles  W.  Bowman  is  of  a  stock  that 
represents  three  of  the  most  enlightened  na- 
tions of  the  civilized  world — United  States, 
England  and  Germany.  The  Bowmans  are 
of  an  old  English  family  of  high  standing. 
The  first  that  we  know  of  them  is  that  they 
were  residents  of  Cumberland  county,  Eng- 
land, where  they  lived  for  many  generations. 
Stephen  Bowman  is  the  first  name  that  has 
been  handed  down  to  us,  and  it  is  of  his  third 
son,  Robert,  we  would  speak,  for  from  him 
spring  the  present  branch  of  the  family.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  Robert  Bowman  was  placed 
as  a  page  in  the  household  of  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  King  James  I.  In  1613  Eliza- 
beth married  Frederick  V,  Elector  of  Pala- 
tine of  Germany.  Young  Bowman  continued 
in  her  service,  going  with  her  to  Germany, 
wliere  in  1618  he  married  and  thus  founded 
the  German  branch  of  the  Bowman  family, 
and  from  which  Charles  W.  Bowman  has  de- 
scended. Simon  Bowman,  a  descendant  of 
Robert,  came  to  the  United  States  about 
1730  and  settled  on  a  farm  known  as  Big 
Springs,  six  miles  from  Hagerstown,  Md. 
He  married  Mary  Easter  and  after  the  birth 
of  his  son  Jacob  removed  into  Hagerstown 
in  1764,  and  built  the  first  stone  house  in  that 
town.  He  died  in  1802.  Jacob  Bowman, 
Simon's    son,   was   born    at    Big   Springs   in 
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1763.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the 
store  of  Col.  Robert  Elliott,  of  Hagerstown, 
where  he  remained  eight  years  and  then  be- 
came a  partner  with  Col.  Elliott ;  in  1786 
came  to  Brownsville,  where  he  was  one  of 
the  earliest  merchants  of  the  town.  He  acted 
as  assistant  commissary  to  the  Western  army 
during  Wa3'ne's  campaign  against  the  In- 
dians. During  Washington's  administration 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Brownsville, 
which  office  he  held  for  thirty  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Episcopal  church 
at  Brownsville,  and  also  one  of  its  earliest 
and  most  useful  members.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  activity  in  business  circles,  quick  to 
perceive  and  act,  but  slow  to  condemn.  He 
died  in  1847,  leaving  a  large  estate.  His  wife, 
Isabella  Lowry,  was  a  native  of  County 
Donegal,  Ireland;  she  was  the  daughter  of 
Major  James  Lowry,  of  Castle  Finn,  Ireland. 
The  Lowrys  moved  from  Scotland  to  Ireland 
in  1619.  After  the  death  of  her  parents,  Isa- 
bella came  to  this  country  in  1784,  with  her 
grandfather  Robert  Nelson,  a  merchant  of 
Baltimore.  She  died  in  1845,  aged  seventy- 
eight  years'. 

Nelson  Blair  Bowman,  son  of  Jacob  Bow- 
man, was  born  in  Brownsville,  July  8,  1807, 
and  is  the  youngest  son  of  a  family  of  nine^ 
children.  At  twelve  years  of  age  he  entered 
Washington  and  Jefiferson  college,  where  he 
took  a  four  years'  course.  After  his  gradua- 
tion he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  and 
continued  in  same  with  remarkable  success 
until  1855,  when  he  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness. He  was  an  honored  vice-president  of 
the  Monongahela  Bank  of  his  town,  a  bank 
the  doors  of  which  have  never  been  shut  nor 
specie  payment  suspended  during  the  Civil 
war.  His  father,  Jacob,  was  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  above  bank  in  1812.  Nelson  B. 
Bowman  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Lor- 


raine Dunn,  of  Reading,  Pa.,  in  1856;  they 
had  six  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing; Sara  Rees,  wife  of  Edmund  Hayes  Bell, 
railroad  agent  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Chas. 
W.  Bowman.  Mr.  Bowman  served  as  senior 
warden  of  Christ  church  for  several  years. 
He  was  well  versed  in  literature ;  of  pleasing 
address,  winning  manners  and  a  good  con- 
versationalist, delio^hting  to  welcome  a  friend 
or  entertain  a  stranger.  His  beautiful  home, 
Nemacolin,  where  he  was  born,  is  of  the  old 
castle  style  and  commands  an  extensive  view 
of  the  "three  towns"  and  surrounding  coun- 
try, as  well  as  of  the  Monongahela  river.  It 
is  considered  the  finest  home  in  Fayette 
county.  On  June  16,  1889,  he  mourned  the 
loss  of  his  wife.  Mrs.  Bowman  was  possess- 
ed of  many  Christian  virtues  and  had  by  her 
winning  ways  a  host  of  friends  who  joined 
with  her  bereaved  husband  in  his  heavy  loss. 
She  W'as  a  consistent  and  devoted  member 
of  Christ  church.  Her  husband  followed  her 
to  his  reward  October  28,  1892. 

Charles  W.  Bowman,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  a  son  of  Nelson  B.  and  EHzabetli 
L.  (Dunn)  Bowman.  He  was  born  where  he 
now  resides,  in  Nemacolin  Castle,  Browns- 
ville, September  19,  1867.  He  was  educated 
at  Trinity  college,  Hartford,  Conn.,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1887.  After  this  per- 
iod he  took  a  course  in  architecture  at  Col- 
umbia college.  New  York.  After  his  return 
from  college  he  spent  three  years  with  D. 
Knox  Miller,  in  Pittsburg,  as  architect. 
Since  his  severance  with  D.  K.  Miller  he  has 
resided  in  his  native  town.  On  June  30,  1897, 
he  married  Miss  Lelie  Colvin,  daughter  of 
the  late  John  N.  and  Sarah  Jacobs,  and 
granddaughter  of  the  late  Adam  Jacobs. 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Bowman  is  a  native  of  Brovv-ns- 
ville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowman  have  one  ch'M, 
Nelson  Blair  Bowman.    Charles  W.  BowMiin 
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has  been  vestryman  of  Christ  church  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  is  a  very  pleasing 
)"oung  man  and  inherits  the  hospitable  quali- 
ties of  his  forefathers.  Mr.  Bowman  has 
been  recently  appointed  by  Governor  Stone 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  acting  as  l)urgess  of  Brownsville. 

John  W.  Worrell,  M.  D.,  is  one  of 
Brownsville's  promising  and  bright  physi- 
cians. He  is  a  man  who  is  in  love  with 
his  chosen  profession  and  is  fast  reaching 
an  enviable  position  among  his  colleagues. 
Dr.  Worrell  is  a  native  of  Brownsville;  was 
born  October  lo,  1856.  His  parents  are  Wil- 
liam and  Elizabeth  (Duncan)  Worrell.  The 
former  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Pa., 
September  20,  1829;  the  latter  in  Bridgeport, 
Pa..  March  5,  1832.  William  Worrell  re- 
mained on  his  father's  farm  till  he  reached 
his  seventeenth  year,  when  he  came  to 
Bridgeport,  where  he  entered  the  store  of 
^\'illiam  Graham,  and  where  he  remained  as 
manager  for  him  up  to  Mr.  Graham's  death. 
After  his  death  Mr.  Worrell  became  his  ad- 
ministrator and  guardian  of  the  children,  and 
continued  also  to  manage  the  business  for 
Mrs.  Graham  up  to  1865,  at  which  time  he 
purchased  from  Mrs.  Graham  the  building 
and  stock.  Shortly  afterwards  the  store  was 
destroyed  l)y  fire.  In  1871  he  rebuilt  and 
stocked  it  completely  and  remained  in  the 
drygoods  business  up  to  his  death,  in  June, 
1872.  In  1854  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
])eth,  daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Duncan ;  to 
this  union  there  were  born  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living,  Anna,  John  W., 
and  Sophia.  William  Worrell  was  a  man 
held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his  townspeo- 
])le,  upright  and  honest  in  all  his  dealings. 
He  held  several  town  offices  of  importance. 
He  served  with  faithfulness  in  the  office  of 


treasurer  and  was  elected  tax  collector  in 
1865,  at  a  time  when  it  was  quite  difficult  to 
collect  the  war  tax;  but  he  was  the  proper 
man  to  do  it.  He  was  a  fearless  and  faithful 
adherent  of  the  Methodist  church,  of  which 
he  was  a  trustee  and  was  the  main  factor, 
with  a  few  others,  in  the  erection  of  the  Sec- 
ond M.  E.  church  of  Bridgeport;  he  was  a 
very  active  and  energetic  member  of  the 
building  committee.  In  politics  he  was  a  Re- 
publican. His  widow,  Elizabeth,  is  now  con- 
ducting the  business  and  manages  with 
marked  ability  the  large  drygoods  store  un- 
der the  name  of  E.  D.  Worrell.  William 
Worrell  is  the  son  of  Elias,  who  was  born  in 
Chester  county,  Pa.,  near  Philadelphia,  in 
1798.  His  wife's  name  was  Sarah  Worrell. 
Elias  was  a  farmer  whose  life  was  uneventful 
and  lived  to  a  good  old  age.  Elias  is  the  son 
of  John  Worrell,  who  removed  from  Chester 
county.  Pa.,  to  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  the  same 
year  in  which  his  son  Elias  was  born  (1798). 
He  remained  there  but  a  short  time  when  he 
removed  to  Washington  county,  Pa.  John 
was  a  weaver  by  trade  and  worked  at  his 
profession.  John  Worrell  is  the  son  of  Peter, 
who  was  a  descendant  of  the  Worrells  who 
formed  a  part  of  the  colony  that  accompanied 
William  Penn  from  England.  Dr.  John  W. 
Worrell  was  reared  at  Brownsville,  where  he 
received  his  rudimentary  education,  after 
which  he  entered  Mt.  Union  college,  Alli- 
ance, Ohio.  He  entered  the  office  of  his  un- 
cle. Dr.  W.  S.  Duncan,  where  he  studied 
medicine.  In  1878  he  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, at  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated with  honor  in  1881.  He  spent  one  _vear, 
1881-82,  under  the  late  C.  F.  Hunter,  M.  D. 
He  took  post-graduate  lectures  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  San  Jose,  California.  In  1891-92 
he  was  on  duty  as  assistant  surgeon  at  the 
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Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
After  the  conclusion  of  his  studies  he  located 
at  Belle  Vernon,  this  county,  where  he  prac- 
ticed witli  success  one  year,  and  then  remov- 
ed to  Brownsville,  where  he  has  since  resided 
and  where  Iiis  practice  has  become  extremely 
extensive.  He  belongs  to  the  "regular 
school"  of  medicine.  Dr.  Worrell  is  a  gen- 
eral practitioner,  but  has  performed  many  of 
the  major  surgical  operations,  including  tre- 
panning, amputations  and  operations  for 
strangulated  hernia,  with  the  skill  of  an  ex- 
pert and  the  success  of  a  specialist.  His  liter- 
ary work  includes  "Etiology  and  Course  of 
Epidemic  of  Typhoid  Fever,"  a  work  on 
"Bright's  Disease  of  the  Kidneys,"  and  other 
productions.  He  is  a  member  of  the  ^Masonic 
fraternity  and  was  raised  to  the  sublime  de- 
gree of  JVIaster  Mason  in  Brownsville  Lodge, 
No.  60.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Omer  Com- 
mandery,  No.  7,  K.  T.,  and  appendant  orders. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  following  orders 
and  clubs :  Royal  Arcanum,  Maccabees, 
Americus,  James  Russell  Lowell  club.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Fayette  County  Medical 
society,  Medical  Legislative  committee  of 
Pennsylvania,  H.  C.  Wood  Medical  society 
of  Philadelphia,  Pan  American  Medical  con- 
gress, and  is  medical  examiner  for  many  of 
the  old  line  life  insurance  companies.  He 
has  served  his  town  as  councilman  and  was 
active  as  a  member  of  the  scliool  board. 
March  16,  1886,  he  married  Miss  Catherine 
T.,  daughter  of  Capt.  P.  C.  Williams,  of 
Brownsville.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Worrell  have 
two  children,  Duncan  A.,  born  April  7,  1887 ; 
and  Alice,  born  December  16,  1889.  Mrs. 
Catherine  T.  Worrell  was  born  in  Browns- 
ville, in  January,  1862. 

S-'^MUEL  HiNGLEY  Pearsall,  coal  opera- 
tor, business   manager   and   member   of   the 


Knob  Coal  Co.,  was  born  in  South  Staf- 
fordshire, England,  July  16,  1846.  His  par- 
ents were  Daniel  and  Sarah  Pearsall,  natives 
of  England,  where  Daniel  died  aged  sixty-six 
years,  while  his  wife  died  in  Bridgeport,  Eav- 
ette  county,  aged  sixty-five  years.  They  were 
respectable  and  honorable  people.  Daniel 
Pearsall  was  a  miner,  and  also  a  stationary 
engineer.  Their  family  consisted  of  eleven 
children,  five  of  wliom  are  now  living.  Sam- 
uel H.  Pearsall  came  to  this  country  in 
1869,  arriving  at  New  York  in  November 
of  that  year.  He  located  first  in  Fair  Haven, 
near  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in 
mining.  In  1876  he  went  to  California,  Pa., 
where  he  spent  one  year  in  the  same  busi- 
ness, and  in  1878  removed  to  Brownsville, 
where  he  has  since  been  extensively  engaged 
in  coal  mining  and  speculating.  In  the  spring 
of  1878  he,  with  seventeen  others,  formed  a 
stock  company  and  purchased  the  lease  of 
the  Knob  coal  mines.  In  188 1  the  company 
purchased  the  entire  mines  for  the  consider- 
ation of  forty-six  thousand  dollars.  Since 
then  the  number  of  stockholders  has  been 
reduced  to  seven,  but  their  capital  has  been 
increasing  continually,  while  each  one  holds 
an  equal  share.  This  is  the  only  company 
now  in  existence  that  began  operations 
twenty  years  ago  in  the  Fourth  pool.  Their 
mines  are  sittiated  west  of  West  Brownsville 
in  Washington  county,  and  are  among  the 
best  equipped  in  the  Monongahela  valley. 
The  output  is  eighteen  thousand  bushels  per 
day,  and  is  equal  to  Pittsburg  coal,  and 
greatly  in  demand.  The  compan}-  employs 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  is  connected 
with  the  McKinley  Coal  Compan}',  whose  of- 
fice is  239  Water  street,  Pittsburg.  D.  H. 
Pearsall,  brother  of  Samuel  H.,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  this  company,  superintends  the  large-t 
general  store  in  Bridgeport,  which  has  been 
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operated  by  this  compan)'  for  eighteen  years. 
On  February  8,  1875,  Samuel  H.  Pearsall 
married  Martha,  daughter  of  J.  D.  and  Mary 
Bakewell.  They  had  six  children :  Walter  T., 
who  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  Brownsville 
Ice  and  Storage  Co.;  Daniel  B.,  who  is  at- 
tending Washington-Jefferson  college ;  May 
(deceased) ;  Mary  D.,  attending  l\It.  Aloysius 
seminary  at  Cresson,  Pa. ;  Elgy  and  Hazel. 
Mrs.  Martha  Pearsall  is  a  native  of  England 
and  came  to  this  country  with  her  parents 
when  she  was  four  years  old.  Mr.  Samuel 
H.  Pearsall  holds  the  same  relation  to  the 
company  he  held  twenty  years  ago,  viz :  busi- 
ness manager  and  treasurer.  He  keeps  his 
own  books,  and  while  he  never  studied  book- 
keeping his  doubly  entry  book  would  shame 
an  expert.  Mr.  Pearsall  and  his  brother  have 
been  remarkable  in  their  business  careers. 
Their  coal  speculations  in  the  Monongahela 
valley  have  been  extremely  profitable.  Sam- 
uel H.  Pearsall  has  an  interest  in  three 
steamers  plying  between  Brownsville  and 
Charleroi  and  to  Pittsburg,  and  owns  valu- 
able property  in  Fayette  and  Washington 
counties.  He  is  a  member  of  Brownsville 
Lodge,  No.  60,  F.  and  A.  M. ;  Brownsville 
Chapter,  No.  164,  R.  A.  M. ;  St.  Omer's 
Commandery,  No.  7,  Knights  Templar,  of 
which  lie  is  eminent  commander ;  Pittsburg 
Consistory  and  Syria  Temple.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  Order  of 
Americus,  and  B.  P.  O.  E.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  has  served  as  councilman,  school 
director  and  burgess  of  West  Brownsville. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pearsall  are  members  of  Christ 
Episcopal  church. 

Dr.  John  Wood  Gordon,  a  prominent 
jihysician  of  Belle  A^ernon,  Pa.,  was  born  Jan- 
uary 9,  1856,  at  Temperanceville,  Allegheny 
count  V,  Pennsylvania.    He  is  a  son  of  the  late 


Dr.  J.  M.  H.  and  Margaret  (Koontz)  Gor- 
don. Dr.  J.  M.  H.  Gordon  was  born  April 
25,  1825,  in  JNIonongahela  City,  Washington 
county,  Pa.  He  was  a  leading  physician  of 
Western  Pennsylvania,  and  practiced  his 
profession  successfully  until  his  death,  Au- 
gust 24,  1883.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, James  Gordon,  moved  to  Washington 
county  from  Franklin  county.  Pa.,  with  his 
parents  in  1810.  He  was  an  influential  citi- 
zen and  took  an  active  part  in  politics ;  was 
for  thirty-five  years  justice  of  the  peace  and 
associate  justice,  and  a  member  of  the  elec- 
toral college  that  placed  Andrew  Jackson 
in  the  presidential  chair.  His  interest  in  edu- 
cation was  attested  to  by  his  long  service  as 
tiustee  of  Jefiferson  college,  which  position 
he  filled  from  1825  to  1863.  The  great- 
grandfather of  Dr.  John  Wood  Gordon,  and 
father  of  James  Gordon,  was  Thomas  Gor- 
don, a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  moved 
from  Franklin  county,  Pa.,  to  Washington 
county  in  1 810  with  his  family.  The  father 
of  Thomas  Gordon  and  the  first  of  the  fam- 
ily to  settle  in  this  country  was  a  native  of 
Scotland.  He  came  to  America  near  the 
close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  his  de- 
scendants are  among  the  most  successful  cit- 
izens of  the  count}'.  The  wife  of  James  Gor- 
don was  Mary  Ann  Officer,  of  Washington 
county.  Pa.  They  had  nine  children.  James 
Gordon  died  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five  years.  The  maternal  grandfather  was 
Hon.  John  Koontz,  of  Greensburg,  West- 
moreland county.  He  was  a  leading  citizen 
and  active  in  politics  and  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Pennsylvania  legislature,  and  took 
a  leading  part  in  all  matters  of  interest  and 
for  the  advancement  of  his  State.  He  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Welty,  of  Westmoreland  county, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  The 
mother  of  Dr.  ].  M.  H.  Gordon,  ^Nlrs.  Mar- 
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garet  (Koontz)  Gordon,  is  living  at  tlae  age 
of  seventy-four  years.  Tlie  mother  of  Dr, 
Gordon,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  first  mar- 
ried to  Samuel  Church;  there  were  two  chil- 
dren by  that  marriage,  Susan,  wife  of  Col. 
Joseph  M.  Key,  of  Fayette  City,  and  Anna, 
wife  of  Irwin  Sheplar,  of  Westmoreland 
county.  The  parents  of  Dr.  Gordon  were 
married  in  1847,  ^^^  ^^e  children  blessed 
that  union:  Frank,  who  lives  in  Pittsburg; 
i\Irs.  Harriet  Thirkield,  of  Fayette  City; 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch; 
James,  the  eldest,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight,  and  Thomas,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Dr.  Gordon  attended  the  public 
schools  of  ;\Ionongahela  City  and  the 
Greensburg  academy  and  was  graduated 
from  Jefierson  IMedical  college  at  Philadel- 
phia in  1878.  He  located  in  Fayette  City  and 
practiced  medicine  with  his  father,  command- 
ing a  large  and  lucrative  practice  until  1895, 
when  he  removed  to  ^Belle  Vernon,  Pa., 
where  he  is  eminently  successful  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  He  graduated  in  1891 
from  the  post  graduate  college  of  New  York, 
and  spent  1892  in  the  hospitals  of  Europe, 
London,  Paris,  Rome,  A'ienna  and  Berlin. 
Dr.  Gordon  was  married  ^May  2/,  1896,  to 
Miss  Jean  M.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ly- 
dia  Graham,  of  Belle  \'ernon.  Samuel  Gra- 
ham held  the  office  of  prothonotary  of  Fay- 
ette county.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  have  one 
child,  Jean,  born  May  26,  1897.  Dr.  Gordon 
is  a  member  of  Gummert  Lodge,  No.  252, 
F.  and  A.  M.,  of  Fayette  City,  of  which  he 
is  a  past  master.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum  and  Belle  Vernon  Tent, 
of  the  Order  of  Alaccabees.  and  B.  P.  O.  E. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  examining  board  for 
pensions  and  surgeons  for  the  P.  &  L.  E. 
R.  R.  Company.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. Dr.  Gordon's  family  on  both  sides  are 
members   of  the   Presbvterian   church. 


Albion  Newton  Marston,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
a  prominent  physician  of  Belle  Vernon,  was 
born  in  Tamworth,  N.  H.,  October  31,  1840. 
His  father  was  Jason  Marston,  a  farmer,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  place  February  22, 
1810.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Free  Bap- 
tist church  and  died  in  the  autumn  of  1873. 
The  grandfather,  Sheubel  Marston,  was  born 
in  Hampton,  N.  H.,  and  came  to  Tamworth 
with  his  parents  when  a  small  boy.  The 
great-grandfather  was  John  Marston  and  the 
family  is  of  English  descent.  The  mother 
was  Dollie  O.  Bean,  daughter  of  David  and 
Ann  Bean,  natives  of  Tamworth,  N.  H. 
The  maternal  grandfather  was  a  minister  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  church.  The  mater- 
nal grandmother  was  Ann  Prescott.  The 
grandmother  on  the  paternal  side  was  Eliza- 
beth Remick  and  she  had  two  brothers  who 
served  under  General  Washington  in  the 
Revolutionary  war;  both  received  wounds 
from  which  they  died,  one  at  \"alley  Forge, 
the  other  after  his  return  from  service. 
Some  of  Dr.  Marston's  ancestors  (maternal) 
served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  has  two 
brothers  and  one  sister  residing  in  Mass. 
Dr.  Marston  prepared  himself  for  college  at 
New  Hampton,  N.  H.  He  was  graduated 
from  Bates  college,  Lewiston,  IMaine.  He 
was  principal  of  the  academy  at  West  Leba- 
non, Maine,  in  1871-2;  principal  of  the  high 
school,  Rochester,  N.  H.,  from  1872  to  1875; 
first  assistant  and  teacher  of  natural  sciences 
at  the  high  school  of  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  from 
1875  to  1882,  and  professor  of  natural  sci- 
ences at  State  Normal  school  at  Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin,  in  1S82.  He  took  one  term  at 
the  medical  department  of  Western  Reserve 
University,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1883,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Toledo  Medical  college 
in  1884.  He  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Millburg,  Ohio,  near  Tole- 
do, where  he  remained  one  3-ear.     He  then 
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in  1885,  located  in  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  where 
he  has  ever  since  been  successfully  engaged 
in  practice.  He  is  of  the  board  of  deacons 
of  the  Free  Baptist  church  in  Belle  Vernon 
and  superintendent  of  its  Sunday-school. 
He  served  for  two  terms  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  of  Belle  Vernon.  Dr.  Mars- 
ton  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Augusta, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Joel  and  Adeline  (Darby) 
Baker,  natives  of  Conn.,  in  1874.  Five  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mars- 
ton:  Grace  Edna  and  Arthur  Russell, 
graduates  from  the  California  State  Normal 
school  in  the  class  of  1895,  and  now  engaged 
in  teaching;  Albion  N.  and  Joel  Baker, 
graduates  of  the  same  institution  respective- 
ly in  the  classes  of  1899  and  1900;  and  Katie 
Adelia  Marston,  who  died  at  three  years  of 
age. 

Rev.  Joel  Baker,  a  prominent  Baptist 
minister  of  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  born  August 
15,  1824,  in  West  Killingly,  Conn.,  is  a  son  of 
Joel  and  Melita  Baker,  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut. His  father  was  a  farmer  and  represen- 
tative citizen  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resided.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Baker  were 
Presbyterians,  and  he  was  reared  in  the  same 
faith,  but  after  reaching  his  maturity  joined 
the  Free  Baptist  church.  Mr.  Baker  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  town;  after  joining  the  Free  Bap- 
tist church  he  entered  the  New  Hampton 
theological  seminary  where  he  prepared  for 
the  ministry,  graduating  from  that  institu- 
tion. His  first  charge  was  at  Alton,  N.  H., 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  His  next 
charge  was  at  South  Berwick,  Maine ;  there 
he  remained  four  years.  In  1863  Mr.  Baker 
was  sent  South  and  stationed  near  Norfolk, 
^'a.,  by  the  American  Board  of  Missions, 
where  he  had  charge  of  the  organization  of 


schools  and  the  placing  of  teachers  for  the 
education  of  the  colored  people.  He  was 
instrumental  in  establishing  an  institute  at 
Harper's  Ferry  which  is  in  a  large  measure 
supported  by  the  Free  Baptist  church  for 
the  preparation  of  teachers  and  the  higher 
education  of  the  race.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  returned  to  Amesbury,  Mass.,  where 
he  had  charge  of  a  church  six  years.  From 
there  Air.  Baker  went  to  Mendota,  III,  and 
from  there  to  Epsom,  N.  H.,  where  he  re- 
mained several  years.  Thence  he  went  to 
Philadelphia  and  New  York,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years,  all  the  time  engaged  in 
his  ministerial  duties.  He  has  been  in  Belle 
Vernon  since  1882.  He  gave  up  his  charge 
here  in  1896,  and  is  at  present  engaged  in 
ministerial  work  at  Dayton,  N.  Y.  The 
church  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  Belle  \'er- 
non  during  Mr.  Baker's  pastorate,  and  to 
him  more  than  to  anyone  else  is  due  the 
credit  for  rebuilding  the  same.  He  is  now 
seventv-four  years  old,  active  and  full  of 
energy.  September  15,  1845,  he  married 
Miss  Adelia  Darby,  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
There  were  three  children  born  to  this  union  : 
Joel  and  Eugene,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Catherine  Augusta,  who  graduated  in  1868 
from  New  Hampton  seminary  where  her 
father  was  educated.  She  was  married  to 
Dr.  A.  N.  Marston,  a  native  of  Tamworth. 
N.  H.,  in  1874.  Dr.  Marston  is  a  successful 
physician  of  Belle  Vernon.  The  wife  of  Rev. 
Joel  Baker  died  in  May,  1896.  She  accom- 
panied her  husband  on  his  different  fields  of 
labor  and  was  of  great  aid  to  him  in  his 
various  duties.  Rev.  Joel  Baker  was  for 
many  vears  a  Republican,  but  at  present 
affiliates  with  the  Prohibition  party.  He  is 
a  great  friend  to  the  cause  of  education  and 
has  devoted  a  good  portion  of  his  time  to 
educational  matters. 
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WooDA  Henry  Lange;,  a  successful  busi- 
ness man  and  druggist,  of  Belle  Vernon,  was 
born  January  21,  1873,  in  Belle  Vernon,  Fay- 
ette county,  Pennsylvania.  His  father  is 
Henry  Lange,  who  is  a  resident  of  Belle 
Vernon,  and  a  native  of  that  place.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Frances  Billiter, 
who  was  also  born  in  Belle  Vernon.  His 
father  was  born  in  1850  and  was  for  many 
years  engaged  in  the  drug  business.  The 
paternal  grandparents  were  George  and  Em- 
ily Lange.  The  grandfather  was  born  in 
Germany,  and  came  to  this  country  when 
twenty  years  of  age,  locating  in  Belle  Ver- 
non, where  for  a  time  he  pursued  his  busi- 
ness as  a  manufacturer  of  wagons,  and  later 
engaged  in  the  livery  business,  which  he 
conducted  successfully  until  his  death  in 
1885.  He  married  Miss  Emily  McCrory,  of 
Washington  township,  who  died  in  1897. 
He  was  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  Six  children  were  born 
to  George  and  Emily  Lange :  Henry,  a  res- 
ident of  Webster ;  Clara,  Enna,  Josephine, 
one  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Robert  Wilson. 
To  Henry  and  Frances  (Billiter)  Lange  were 
born  ten  children,  as  follows :  Wooda  H., 
George  (in  business  in  Belle  Vernon),  Bessie, 
Edna,  Fannie,  Kate,  Grace,  Jessie,  Frances, 
and  one  who  died.  Wooda  H.  Lange  was  a 
student  in  the  public  schools  of  Belle  Vernon 
and  completed  his  education  in  the  Califor- 
nia State  normal  school,  at  California,  Pa., 
in  1890.  hi  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  en- 
tered the  Pittsburg  College  of  Pharmacy, 
where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1891 ; 
returned  in  1892  and  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  1893.  Immediately  after 
his  return  from  college  he  succeeded  his 
father  in  the  drug  business.  Mr.  Lange's 
success  has  placed  him  among  the  first  of 
Belle  Vernon's  substantial  business  men.  He 
47 


is  the  proprietor  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Belle  Vernon  pharmacy.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Christian  church  at  Belle  Vernon,  Fayette 
City  Masonic  Lodge,  and  Belle  Vernon  Tent 
of  the  Order  of  Maccabees ;  also  a  member 
of  the  Junior  Order  of  United  American 
Mechanics.  On  August  31,  1893,  Mr.  Lange 
was  married  to  Miss  Jessie,  daughter  of  J. 
Morgan  Bowers.  She  died  December  24, 
1893.  In  politics  Mr.  Lange  is  a  Republi- 
can, and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Belle  Vernon  city  council. 

George  Francis  Brinker,  from  July  3, 
1898,  to  the  time  of  his  decease  July  19,  1900, 
was  the  popular  proprietor  of  the  hotel 
Birmingham,  of  Belle  Vernon.  He  was  born 
September  15,  1859,  in  Cumberland,  Alle- 
gany county,  Maryland.  He  was  a  son  of 
John  Matthias  and  Sophia  (Suhre)  Brinker. 
John  Matthias  Brinker  was  born  in  Prussia, 
and  came  to  this  country  when  about  twenty 
years  of  age.  He  located  at  Cumberland, 
Md.,  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  He  was 
a  bridge  and  boat  builder,  and  constructed 
boats  for  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
Company.  He  was  engaged  in  that  business 
for  about  fifteen  years,  after  reaching  this 
country.  Later  he  accepted  a  situation  with 
the  Cumberland  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company  as  builder  of  bridges,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  until  1877,  when  he  suffered 
from  a  stroke  of  paralysis,  and  became  an 
invalid  for  life,  dying  in  1892.  He  married 
Miss  Sophia  Suhre,  a  daughter  of  Matthew 
Suhre.  The  children  born  to  them  were : 
Mar}',  Henry  (deceased),  George  F.,  Frank, 
a  machinist,  and  superintendent  of  the  water 
works  for  the  city  of  Cumberland,  Md.; 
Agnes,  Joseph  (died  in  infancy),  Henry  (sec- 
ond), died  in  infancy,  Anna  and  Matilda  (de- 
ceased).    John  M.  Brinker  died  at  the  age 
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of  sevent3r-three  years.  George  F.  Brinker, 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  attend- 
ed Saints  Peter  and  Paul's  Parochial  School, 
at  Cumberland,  Md. ;  remained  there  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and  then 
attended  a  private  school  for  two  years.  He 
then  entered  the  candy  factory  of  Mrs.  M. 
Farrell,  of  Cumberland,  and  remained  there 
for  five  years.  He  afterwards  worked  for 
two  years  for  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  roll- 
ing mill  at  Cumberland.  In  1880  he  located 
in  McKeesport,  Pa.,  where  he  embarked  in 
the  retail  grocery  business.  In  1886  he  ac- 
cepted a  situation  as  traveling  salesman  for 
a  wholesale  grocery  house  in  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
where  he  remained  until  1898,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  salesmen  in  his  line 
on  the  road,  and  deservedly  popular  among 
all  classes.  In  July,  1898,  Mr.  Brinker  pur- 
chased the  hotel  Birmingham  at  Belle  A^^er- 
non.  Pa.,  one  of  the  leading  hotels  of  this 
section  of  the  State.  Mr.  Brinker,  by  his 
energy,  perseverance  and  business  integrity 
was  successful  in  making  many  friends  and 
accumulating  valuable  property.  He  com- 
manded the  respect  and  coniidence  of  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  ever  ready  to  aid 
a  friend,  and  contributed  liberally  to  what 
he  conceived  to  be  a  worthy  cause.  He  had 
an  interesting  family,  consisting  of  a  wife 
and  four  children,  whose  welfare  was  the 
first  and  controlling  thought  of  his  mind. 
He  married  Miss  Annie  D.  Firle,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Crouse)  Firle,  on 
October  21,  1885.  Mrs.  Brinker  was  born 
November  3,  1861,  in  Cumberland,  Allegany 
county,  Md.  Five  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brinker:  Joseph  M.,  born  Oc- 
tober 15,  1887;  Marguerite  (deceased); 
Georgia  Anna,  born  October  28,  1889;  Cor- 
inne,  born  July  12,  1891,  and  James  Lester, 
born    September  9,    1898.      Mr.   George    F. 


Brinker  died  July  19,  1899,  and  his  widow 
succeeded  him  in  the  management  of  the 
Birmingham  hotel.  The  father  and  mother 
of  Mrs.  Brinker  are  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many, and  came  to  the  United  States  when 
young.  Her  mother  resided  with  her  par- 
ents in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  JNId.,  and  had 
three  sisters  and  one  brother.  There  were 
born  to  Henry  and  Catherine  (Crouse)  Firle 
seven  children :  Joseph  A.,  Nicholas,  Ehza- 
beth,  John  H.,  Mary  L.,  Mrs.  Annie  Brinker, 
and  Rosa  Firle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Firle  cele- 
brated their  golden  wedding  in  May,  1890. 
Mr.  Firle  died  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years,  and  his  wife  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  eighty. 

Dr.  Norman  Bert  Lowman  is  a  leading 
physician  of  Belle  Vernon,  and  was  born  July 
23,  1867,  in  Indiana  county,  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  (Bell) 
Lowman.  Thomas  Lowman  was  born  in  In- 
diana county  in  1832,  where  he  was  reared 
and  received  a  common  school  education. 
He  was  for  some  years  a  manufacturer  of 
fire  brick;  later  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  and  is  at  present  engaged  as  a  re- 
tail dealer  in  coal.  The  father  of  Thomas 
Lowman  and  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Low- 
man  was  John  Lowman,  a  prominent  far- 
mer, and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  res- 
ident of  Centre  township,  Indiana  county. 
Dr.  Lowman's  mother  was  Miss  Rebecca, 
(laughter  of  John  and  Phoebe  Bell,  both  na- 
tives of  Indiana  county,  Pa.  Five  children 
were  born  to  Thomas  and  Rebecca  Low- 
man  :  Ida  Belle,  John  Franklin,  Ella  (de- 
ceased), Norman  Bert  and  Mary  Elizabeth. 
Dr.  Lowman  received  his  early  education  in 
the  connnon  schools  of  his  native  county, 
his  literary  education  being  completed  in 
1883    at    the    Indiana    normal    school.     He 
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taught  school  at  various  places  in  his  native  j 
county  for  five  years,  at  the  expiration  of  i 
which  time  he  accepted  a  situation  as  clerk  i 
in  his  father's  store.  He  .entered  the  West-  j 
ern  Pennsylvania  JNIedical  college  at  Pitts- 
burg in  1889,  graduating  from  that  institu- 
tion in  1892.  Soon  afterwards  he  was  made 
resident  physician  at  St.  Francis  hospital 
and  insane  asylum  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg. 
Owing  to  failing  health  he  gave  up  the  place 
in  six  months.  In  1892  Dr.  Lowman  located 
in  Belle  Vernon,  where  he  has  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  enjoys  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice. January  I,  1895,  Dr.  Lowman  married 
Miss  Alice,  daughter  of  W.  C.  and  Amazon 
(Hammitt)  Kittle.  Mr.  Kittle  is  a  leading 
merchant  and  prominent  business  man  of 
Belle  Vernon.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lowman  have 
one  child,  Rebecca  A^ida.  Dr.  Lowman 
joined  the  M.  E.  church  when  ten  years  old, 
and  is  secretary  of  the  board  of  stewards  for 
the  same.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  No.  363,  Monongahela  Lodge,  and 
of  Belle  Vernon  Tent,  No.  260,  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees,  and  record  keeper  of  that 
order.  Dr.  Lowman  is  also  a  member  of  the 
school  board  of  Belle  Vernon.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics.  His  father  and  mother 
are  living,  the  former  sixty-six,  the  latter 
sixty-two  years  old,  and  both  are  members 
of  the  M.  E.  church. 

J.  Howard  McClure  is  a  successful  busi- 
ness man  of  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.  He  was  born 
in  Washington  county,  near  Monongahela, 
Pennsylvania,  December  16,  1861,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Mary  (Corwin)  McClure. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  came 
to  the  United  States  when  eight  years  old. 
He  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army 
durina:  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.    The  grand- 


father, McClure,  was  a  soldier  in  the  British 
army.  The  mother  was  ]\Iiss  INIary,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Corwin,  who  was  a  member  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, and  their  history  dates  back  to 
more  than  a  hundred  years  in  this  section  of 
country.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  a 
boat  builder  and  worked  in  the  Belle  Ver- 
non establishment,  where  the  first  steamboat 
to  ply  the  Monongahela  river  was  built.  He 
was  born  in  1800  and  died  seventy-six  years 
later.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church.  J.  Howard 
McClure  attended  the  public  schools  until 
he  was  fourteen  years  old,  when  he  found 
employment  in  a  meat  market,  where  he 
spent  several  years.  After  this  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  cigars,  and 
spent  two  years  in  Colorado.  Li  1887  he, 
with  an  older  brother,  opened  a  confection- 
ery store  in  Belle  Vernon,  where  he  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  up  to  his  retiring  there- 
from in  June,  1899.  There  was  one  brother, 
William  A.  McClure,  who  was  born  Febru- 
ary, 1859;  was  engaged  in  business  with 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  until  his  decease 
in  February,  1898,  leaving  a  wife  and  four 
children.'  The  children  are :  Charles,  aged 
eighteen  years ;  Galena,  sixteen ;  Carrie, 
eleven,  and  Hazel,  five.  Mr.  McClure's  sis- 
ter was  Ella  M.  McClure,  who  received  her 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
graduated  from  the  California  normal  school 
in  1879,  where  she  afterwards  taught  for 
several  years.  She  was  born  in  1857  and  is 
the  wife  of  Walton  Howell  and  a  resident 
of  Belmont  county,  Ohio.  Three  children 
were  born  to  them,  John,  Bessie  and  How- 
ard. J.  Howard  McClure,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  not  only  one  of  Fayette  county's 
best  citizens,  but  is  a  representative  and  suc- 
cessful   business   man.     He   commands    the 
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respect  of  all,  is  charitable  to  the  poor  and 
generous  to  the  worthy.  He  married,  March 
30,  1899,  Miss  Ora  B.,  daughter  of  Charles 
H.  Liston,  a  livery  stable  proprietor,  of 
Friendsville,  Md.  Mr.  McClure's  identifica- 
tion with  the  business  interests  have  been 
various,  including  meat,  confectionery,  gro- 
cery, cigars,  restaurant,  etc.  He  is  one  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Belle  Vernon. 

Edwin  Stanton  Guiler,  postmaster  of 
Belle  Vernon,  was  born  October  26,  1867, 
in  Belle  Vernon,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia. He  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Hannah 
(Singley)  Guiler.  His  father,  Andrew  Gui- 
ler,  is  a  native  of  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  was 
born  December  28,  1823,  and  later  resided 
in  Westmoreland  county.  In  1862  he  enlist- 
ed in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  as  second  lieutenant.  He  was  in 
many  important  engagements  during  his 
military  service,  and  later  was  commissioned 
first  lieutenant  of  Company  H,  Two  Hun- 
dred and  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
which  office  he  filled  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  when  he  was  breveted  captain.  An- 
drew Guiler  was  married  to  iMiss  Hannah  J., 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Matilda  Singley,  in 
1854.  She  was  born  near  Blairsville,  Indi- 
ana county,  Pa.,  June  12,  1833.  Si-x  children 
were  born  to  them  :  C.  C.  Guiler,  W.  L.  Gui- 
ler, Ella  J.  (wife  of  Ephraim  Jones,  of  Belle 
Vernon) ;  Matilda,  and  Edwin  Stanton,  the 
youngest.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Guiler  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Belle  Ver- 
non, and  his  father,  Andrew  Guiler,  has  been 
a  lifelong  Democrat.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  came  to 
this  country  at  an  early  age.     Edwin  Stan- 


ton Guiler  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Belle  Vernon  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
seventeen,  and  at  twenty  he  entered  DufT's 
Business  college  at  Pittsburg,  where  after 
completing  his  course  in  that  institution  he 
accepted  a  situation  as  clerk  in  a  drygoods 
store,  ir.  which  he  remained  until  1891.  He 
then  engaged  in  R.  C.  Schmertz's  glass  fac- 
tory to  learn  the  trade  of  glass  worker.  On 
August  29,  1894,  Mr.  Guiler  was  appointed 
by  President  Cleveland  to  the  office  of  post- 
master at  Belle  Vernon.  He  was  twice  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  to  the  same  office 
as  a  mistake  occurred  in  dating  the  first 
commission.  His  second  appointment  was 
confirmed  by  the  United  States  Senate  De- 
cember II,  1894.  Mr.  Guiler  held  two  com- 
missions and  served  four  years  ami  five 
months.  He  conducted  the  office  in  a  busi- 
ness-like way  and  gave  satisfaction  to  all  re- 
gardless of  politics  or  party.  June  18,  1896, 
Mr.  Guiler  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth, 
the  accomplished  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Catherine  Croushore,  of  Washington  town- 
ship, Fayette  county,  Pa.  Mr.  Croushore  is 
a  prominent  and  wealthy  citizen  of  Fayette 
county,  and  is  a  large  farmer,  now  in  the 
sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  Mrs.  Croushore 
died  February  9,  1882,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  to  which 
her  husband  belongs.  Mrs.  Guiler  is  of  Ger- 
man descent.  One  child  has  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guiler,  Mae  Elizabeth,  born 
May  19,  1897.  Mr.  Guiler  has  been  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  M.  E.  church  since 
1889,  while  Mrs.  Guiler  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church.  ]\lr.  Guiler  is  a  Democrat 
and  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  party.  He 
has  been  successful  in  business  and  owns 
valuable  property  in  North  Belle  Vernon 
boroueh. 
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Arthur  Loriaux,  a  glass  blower,  and  cit- 
izen of  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  was  born  in  Ju- 
niet,  Belgium,  May  25,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of 
Jules  Loriaux,  of  the  same  place.  His 
mother  was  a  Miss  Loriaux,  and  a  Belgian. 
His  father  was  by  trade  a  glass  blower.  He 
died  in  December,  1896,  and  his  widow  died 
June,  1898.  Four  sons  and  one  daughter 
were  born  to  them.  One  son  located  in 
Texas  in  1878;  another  resides  in  Dunkirk, 
Ind.,  where  he  is  employed  as  a  glass 
gatherer;  the  third  lives  in  Belgium  and  is 
a  painter  by  trade,  and  the  sister  lives  in 
Charleroi,  Belgium,  where  she  conducts  a 
hotel.  Mr.  Loriaux  learned  his  trade  in  Bel- 
gium, where  he  was  employed.  He  came  to 
America  in  1882,  locating  first  at  Meadville, 
Pa.,  when  after  a  short  time  he  went  to 
Kent,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  one  year, 
thence  coming  to  Belle  Vernon,  September, 
1883,  where  he  has  since  resided,  holding  a 
situation  as  blower  in  the  glass  factory  of 
R.  C.  Schmertz  &  Co.  Mr.  Loriaux  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Galina  Henry,  whs  was  first 
married  to  Clement  Henry.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Rock  Trepagne,  of  Waterloo,  Bel- 
gium, and  was  born  June  6,  1852.  They 
were  married  at  Meadville,  Pa.,  soon  after 
their  arrival  in  this  country.  Three  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  Aurosa,  Rosenda 
and  Arthur,  all  living.  Mrs.  Loriaux  had 
four  children  by  her  first  marriage,  viz :  Clem- 
ent Henry,  Julia  Henry,  Zenobia  and  Ce- 
lina  Henry,  all  living.  The  eldest  son,  Clem- 
ent Henry,  married  Miss  Hortense  Mayer, 
of  Jeannette,  Pa.  They  have  three  children : 
Charles,  Charlotte  and  Catherine.  Mr. 
Loriaux,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  has  been 
successful  by  his  energy  and  industry  in  ac- 
cumulating valuable  property,  and  has  con- 
ducted himself  in  such  a  manner  as  to  com- 
mand both  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 


community  in  which  he  resides.  He  is  in 
politics  a  Republican,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

Albert  W.  Young  is  a  successful  busi- 
ness man  and  one  of  the  leading  coal  opera- 
tors of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  August 
4,  1866,  in  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  at 
Reaches  Furnace,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
and  Anna  Belle  (Morgan)  Young.  The 
father  of  Mr.  Young  is  a  native  of  England, 
born  in  1832,  in  Durham,  and  came  to  the 
LTnited  States  in  1852,  locating  first  at  Min- 
eral Ridge,  Ohio,  where  he  sunk  the  first 
shaft  ever  opened  in  that  locality,  which  is 
one  of  the  oldest  mines  in  the  country.  He 
also  opened  the  first  mine  in  Michigan,  lo- 
cated at  Williamstone,  and  then  opened  the 
first  mine  in  Corunna,  Mich.,  and  there  built 
three  miles  of  railroad  track  and  opened  a 
slope  by  tunnelling  under  a  river,  a  feat 
which  experts  had  claimed  to  be  an  impossi- 
bility. He  put  the  slope  into  working  order, 
and  went  to  Vienna,  Ohio,  where  he  opened 
and  successfully  operated  four  mines.  He 
next  went  to  Poland,  Ohio, — the  old  home 
of  President  McKinley — where  he  opened 
and  operated  two  mines,  and  located  recent- 
ly in  Belle  Vernon,  where  he  operates  the 
Sheppler  Gas  Coal  Company's  mine.  He  is 
also  interested  in  the  Youghiogheny  Gas 
Coal  Company,  and  the  Menallen  Manufac- 
turing Company.  Mr.  Young  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  coal  industry,  and  to  him, 
perhaps,  more  than  to  any  other  man  is  due 
the  credit  of  the  rapid  and  successful  devel- 
opment of  that  great  and  profitable  industry 
in  certain  sections  of  this  country.  Mr. 
Young  is  bountifully  endowed  with  that 
courage  and  indomitable  will  power  that  are 
capable  of  overcoming  all  obstacles.  He  has 
been  a  moving  spirit  in  many  of  the  largest 
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industries  in  this  and  other  States.  Mr. 
Young  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Belle,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Morgan,  of  Canal  Do- 
ver, Ohio,  and  four  children  have  been  born 
to  them :  T.  E.  Young,  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  president  of  the 
Sheppler  Gas  Coal  Company,  the  Youghio- 
gheny  Gas  Coal  Company,  and  the  Menal- 
len  Manufacturing  Company,  and  manager 
for  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.,  coal  operators,  and 
is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason ;  J.  E. 
Young,  deceased ;  Albert  W.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  Mary,  wife  of  C.  E.  Maurer, 
an  attorney,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio.  Albert 
W.  Young  completed  his  education  at  Po- 
land Union  seminary  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years.  Immediately  thereafter  he  accepted 
a  situation  in  the  office  of  Andrews  Bros., 
rolling  mill  operators,  of  Hazeltine,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  for  one  year;  from  there 
he  went  to  the  Port  Royal  Coal  and  Coke 
Company,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  for  six  years.  In  1884  he  went 
into  partnership  with  his  brother,  T.  E. 
Young,  of  Cleveland,  organizing  the  Shepp- 
ler Gas  Coal  Company.  He  is  also  interest- 
ed in  the  Youghiogheny  Gas  Coal  Company, 
and  the  Menallen  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  is  general  manager  of  the  Sheppler  Gas 
Coal  Company,  whose  works  have  a  capacity 
of  one  thousand  tons  daily  and  employ 
over  two  hundred  men. 

Alfred  Joseph  DessEnt,  who  was  born 
in  Belgium,  December  16,  1865,  and  now  a 
resident  and  postmaster  of  Belle  Vernon,  is 
a  son  of  the  late  Alexis  and  Mary  Dessent. 
His  father,  who  was  manager  of  several 
glass  factories  in  Belgium,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 20,  1828.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Dessent 
was  Miss  Mary  Mayence,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Belgium,  where  she   resided  until 


her  death.  They  had  three  children,  Laura, 
Zoe  and  Alfred  J.  The  two  former  reside  in 
Belgium,  and  Zoe  is  married.  Mr.  Alexis 
Dessent  married  a  second  time,  and  as  a  re- 
sult of  that  marriage  three  children  were 
born,  Joseph,  Esther  and  Blanche.  These 
reside  in  Belle  Vernon.  Joseph,  born  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1870,  married  Miss  Ruth  David- 
son, of  Belle  Vernon.  He  is  a  glass  cutter, 
and  works  at  the  factory  of  R.  C.  Schmertz 
&  Co.,  of  Belle  \'ernon.  Esther  was  born 
February  23,  1871,  and  Blanche,  December 
4,  1873.  Alfred  J.  Dessent  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Belgium  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  fiftten  years,  when  he  came  with  his 
father  to  America,  locating  first  in  New 
York  city,  in  January,  1881.  He  accepted  a 
position  in  the  drygoods  store  of  R.  H.  Macy 
&  Co.  In  1885  he  went  to  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
where  he  entered  the  glass  factory  of  Wolfe, 
Howard  &  Co.,  and  remained  there  for  one 
year.  In  1886  he  returned  to  Belgium  on  a 
visit,  and  was  arrested  and  placed  in  the 
army  to  serve  for  a  period  of  three  years. 
He  left  in  1887,  after  fourteen  months'  ser- 
vice. He  was  pressed  into  service  contrary 
to  his  will,  as  his  intention  was  to  make 
the  United  States  his  home.  In  November, 
1887,  Mr.  Dessent  came  to  Belle  Vernon, 
where  he  accepted  a  situation  in  the  R.  C. 
Schmertz  glass  factory,  as  assistant  book- 
keeper, remaining  in  that  capacity  for  one 
year.  He  then  was  employed  as  shipping 
clerk  for  the  same  firm  for  one  year,  after 
which  he  went  into  the  cutting  department, 
where  he  remained  until  his  appointment  as 
postmaster  of  Belle  \'ernon.  j\Ir.  Dessent 
is  a  member  of  Accomac  Tribe,  No.  142,  of 
Red  Men,  at  Belle  Vernon ;  Monongahela 
Lodge,  No.  362,  K.  of  P.,  at  Belle  Vernon, 
and  Monongahela  Company,  No.  57,  U.  R., 
K.   of  P.   Mr.   Dessent   is  lieutenant-colonel 
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of  the  Sixtli  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  U.  R., 
K.  of  P.,  and  a  member  of  Gummert  Lodge, 
No.  252,  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  Fayette  City,  and 
also  a  member  of  Belle  Vernon  Fire  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Dessent  is  a  Republican  and  has 
been  an  active  member  of  the  county  cen- 
tral committee  for  six  terms.  He  was  made 
postmaster  at  Belle  Vernon  on  January  5, 
1899,  by  President  McKinley.  He  is  a  man 
of  great  force  of  character,  and  has  many 
friends,  and  had  a  large  list  of  voters  to  sup- 
port his  application  for  the  appointment  as 
postmaster.  On  December  30,  1899,  Mr. 
Dessent  married  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  the 
late  William  H.  Grant,  a  native  of  England, 
who  came  in  1881  to  Belle  Vernon,  where 
he  was  a  blower  for  the  R.  C.  Schmertz  Glass 
Company  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Dr.  Andrkw  G.  GuilER,  physician  and 
surgeon,  of  Belle  \"ernon,  was  born  January 
29,  1859,  in  Uniontcwn,  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Ma- 
jor Absalom  and  Elizabeth  (Jeffries)  Guiler. 
Absalom  Guiler  was  born  February  12,  1819, 
in  Franklin  township,  Fayette  county.  The 
father  of  Absalom  Guiler  was  William  Gui- 
ler, who  came  to  America  and  located  in 
Fayette  county.  Pa.  He  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land. The  wife  of  William  Guiler  was  a  Miss 
Carr,  and  a  native  of  Fayette  county.  Wil- 
liam Guiler  was  born  in  1797,  and  died  in 
1868,  and  his  wife  died  May  10,  1872,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years.  Five  sons  and 
one  daughter  were  bcrn  to  them:  Alexan- 
der, Thomas,  Andrew,  Joseph,  Absalom  and 
Mary,  v.'ho  married  a  Mr.  Shaffer.  Absalom 
Guiler,  the  father  of  Dr.  Guiler,  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Fayette  county,  and  also 
had  a  private  tutor  while  in  Mexico.  He 
was  a  merchant  tailor.  On  January  24,  1847, 
he  went  as  sergeant  of  Company  H,  Second 


Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  under  Colonel 
Roberts,  and  served  through  the  Mexican 
war.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Vera  Cruz, 
Cerro  Gordo  Mountain,  and  at  the  storming 
of  Chapultepec;  also  at  the  capture  of  the 
City  of  Mexico,  and  was  afterwards  promot- 
ed, for  meritorious  conduct,  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant.  He  was  slightly  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Cerro  Gordo  Mountain,  and  was  the 
first,  with  his  company,  to  enter  the  great 
gates  of  the  city  of  Mexico.  In  October, 
1861,  he  raised  a  regiment  in  Uniontown,  at 
Camp  Lafayette,  and  was  elected  major  of 
the  same.  It  was  known  as  the  Eighty-fifth 
Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Be- 
fore leaving  he  was  presented  with  a  splen- 
did sword  and  sash  by  the  citizens  of  Union- 
town,  as  a  token  of  their  esteem.  How  well 
he  merited  the  gift  was  shown  afterwards  by 
his  services  in  the  Peninsular  campaign.  He 
was  at  the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Bailey's 
Cross  Roads,  and  the  siege  of  Yorktown, 
serving  faithfully  until  1862,  when  he  was 
stricken  with  camp  fever,  and  was  compelled 
to  resign  his  commission,  to  the  regret  of 
every  man  in  the  regiment,  and  many  hearts 
mourned  and  brave  soldiers  shed  tears  over 
the  loss  of  their  distinguished  commander. 
After  his  second  military  career  he  returned 
to  Uniontown,  where  he  settled  down  as  a 
merchant  tailor.  With  great  prudence  and 
foresight  he  concluded  to  better  his  condi- 
tion and  make  provision  for  those  who  were 
to  live  after  him,  and  therefore  bought  the 
excellent  farm  on  which  he  lived,  a  short  dis- 
tance from  town.  There  he  settled  down  for 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  not  to  rest,  but 
with  his  usual  energy  and  industry  to  beau- 
tify and  make  productive  his  farm.  He  re- 
modeled the  old  mansion,  and  now  a  beau- 
tiful farm  house  graces  the  hillside.  Thus 
lived  an  honorable  and  distinguished  man,  a 
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devoted  husband  and  father,  a  noble-hearted 
and  generous  friend,  a  brave  soldier  in  war, 
always  true  and  faithful,  and  an  agreeable 
companion.  He  was  married  in  1840  to 
Elizabeth  Jefifries,  a  daughter  of  Caleb  and 
Rebecca  (Martin)  Jefifries,  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty. Caleb  Jefifries  was  proprietor  of  a  hotel, 
and  a  farmer.  Elizabeth  Jefifries  was  born 
November  24,  1820,  and  died  May  17,  1887. 
^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Guiler  had  seven  children: 
Margaret  and  Eoretta  died  in  infancy ;  Vir- 
ginia, now  deceased,  who  married  Buchan- 
non  Jefifries,  of  Menallen  township ;  Caleb, 
fruit  grower,  at  Dayton,  Ohio ;  William  G., 
a  prominent  attorney,  in  Pittsburg;  Joseph, 
merchant,  at  Smock's  Station,  Fayette  coun- 
ty, and  our  subject.  Dr.  Guiler  received  his 
early  education  in  the  high  schools  of  Union- 
town  and  Brownsville.  Later  he  had  a  pri- 
vate tutor,  and  was  a  student  in  the  Mary- 
land academy.  In  October,  1876,  he  entered 
the  ofifice  of  Dr.  James  B.  Ewing,  of  Union- 
town,  to  read  medicine,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1877  he  entered  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  at  Baltimore.  Returning 
home  m  the  spring  of  1878  he  took  charge 
of  the  Fayette  County  Almshouse  with  Dr. 
John  Hankins.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
returned  to  Baltimore,  and  graduated  with 
honors  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  March,  1879.  He  then  took  a 
special  course  in  the  examining  college  for 
the  diseases  of  women,  under  Professor  Au- 
gustus F.  Erich.  In  the  fall  of  1879  he  lo- 
cated at  Cook's  Mill.  In  1880  he  was  ap- 
pointed surgeon  for  the  Redstone  Branch 
of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  and  remained 
there  until  December,  1882,  when  he  located 
in  Belle  Vernon,  where  he  has  since  been 
successfully  engajed  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  Dr.  Guiler  is  medical  advisor 
for  the  local  lioard  of  health,  and  is  exam- 


iner for  sixteen  insurance  companies.  He 
is  secretary  of  the  school  board,  member  and 
trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  surgeon 
for  the  Lake  Erie  Railroad  Company,  mem- 
ber of  the  Pittsburg  Society  of  Obstetrics, 
a  member  of  the  Railroad  Association  of 
Surgeons  and  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
the  Baltimore  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.  Dr.  Guiler  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful financially,  as  well  as  in  his  practice, 
and  has  an  extensive  practice.  He, com- 
mands the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who 
know  him.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
He  has  written  many  interesting  articles, 
professional  and  otherwise,  which  have  been 
widely  read  and  favorably  commented  upon. 
Dr.  Guiler  was  married  on  July  21,  1887,  to 
Georgina  A.,  daughter  of  the  late  Captain 
W.  W.  Williams. 

Charlus  Smith  Skmbower  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  of  the  young  men  of  Belle 
Vernon.  He  was  born  in  North  Union 
township,  near  LTniontown,  December  5, 
1869,  and  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and  Elizabeth 
(Crawford)  Sembower.  John  W.  Sembower 
was  by  trade  a  carpenter  and  a  leading  con- 
tractor in  Uniontown  for  eighteen  years,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Laughead,  Modisette 
&  Co.,  and  was  a  member  of  the  firm  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  resulted  from  a  fall 
while  repairing  a  residence  on  Fayette  street, 
Uniontown.  He  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Methodist  church  in  Uniontown,  of 
which  he  was  trustee  and  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school.  He  was  the  contractor 
for  the  building  of  the  L'niontown  M.  E. 
church.  His  parents  were  Adam  and  Eva 
Sembower,  and  both  were  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty. Pa.  John  W.  and  Elizabeth  Sembower's 
children  were :  Eva,  wife  of  Miller  Rock- 
well, who  resides  near  Charleroi,  and  have 
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seven  children,  one  of  which  Allen,  was  a 
member  of  Company  C,  Tenth  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  fought  vali- 
antly in  the  battle  of  February  5,  1899,  in 
the  Philippines,  where  he  was  shot  through 
by  a  native,  but  is  slowly  recovering;  Sarah 
Sembower,  married  James  Browning,  of 
Uniontown,  Pa. ;  Anna,  single ;  Ewing,  1 
married,  and  is  a  resident  of  DesMoines, 
Iowa ;  Julia,  first  married  Frank  Strickler, 
and  after  his  death  married  John  Ward,  of 
Connellsville,  Pa. ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  D.  E. 
Bear,  of  Pittsburg;  Jasper  T.,  married  Miss 
Lizzie  Sickles,  of  L^niontown,  and  is  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  that  place ;  John  H., 
deceased,  was  married  to  Miss  Cora  Detwei- 
ler,  and  Charles  S.  Sembower,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  Charles  S.  Sembower  attend- 
ed the  public  schools  of  Xorth, Union  town- 
ship and  of  Uniontown,  and  after  leaving 
school  he  filled  several  responsible  positions 
in  Uniontown,  from  which  place  he  went  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  remained  for  several 
years  as  clerk  in  some  of  the  leading  dry- 
goods  houses  in  that  city,  in  which  his  abil- 
ity as  a  salesman  was  recognized.  In  1896  he 
engaged  with  J.  H.  Henry,  of  Belle  Vernon, 
where  he  is  head  salesman  in  the  latter's 
large  establishment  and  has  charge  of  the 
drygoods  department.  Mr.  Sembower  is  a 
man  of  genial  disposition,  makes  friends 
wherever  he  goes  and  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 

The  SpEERS  Family. — Henry  Speers,  the 
older,  and  Regina  Froman,  his  wife,  were 
born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  Western 
Pennsylvania  in  the  early  days  of  the  set- 
tlement of  that  part  of  the  colony,  locating 
on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Gibsonton  Dis- 
tillery farm,  below  Belle  Vernon,  in  Rostra- 
ver    township,    Westmoreland    county.    Pa. 


Henry  Speers  died  in  1773,  having  lived  only 
one  year  after  his  arrival  in  Western  Penn- 
sylvania. By  his  will,  dated  May  14,  1773, 
he  conveyed  this  farm  to  his  son,  Noah 
Speers,  who,  by  his  will,  dated  June  2,  1832, 
gave  it  to  his  son,  Noah  W.  Speers.  He  also 
owned  the  tract  where  the  ferry  is  now  locat- 
ed, and  to  which  a  patent,  in  connection  with 
the  farm  above  mentioned,  was  granted  to 
Benjamin  Frye  and  Regina  Speers,  in  trust 
for  the  heirs  of  Henry  Speers,  deceased, 
bearing  date  June  21,  1784.  Henry  Speers 
had  four  sons,  Jacob,  Solomon,  Henry  and 
Noah.  Henry  emigrated  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  was  very  successful  in  business, 
and  from  him  the  Kentucky  Speers  had  their 
origin.  Solomon  was  killed  by  the  Indians 
on  Salt  river,  where  he  was  engaged  in  trad- 
ing and  trapping.  Noah  died  on  the  old 
homestead.  The  last  named  laid  out  the 
town  of  Belle  Vernon,  and  the  first  sale  of 
lots  took  place  April  18,  1814.  He  died  from 
the  kick  of  a  horse,  June  9,  1832.  His  wife 
was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Frye,  Sr.,  who 
was  a  son  of  Abraham  Frye,  who  came  to 
Western  Pennsylvania  with  Henry  Speers, 
the  older.  The  remains  of  Noah  Speers  and 
his  wife  rest  on  the  old  homestead  farm. 
Henry  Speers,  the  younger,  was  born  July 
8,  1756,  and  was  sixteen  years  old  when  his 
parents  settled  near  the  present  site  of  Belle 
A'ernon.  He  married  Rebecca  Frye,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Frye,  September  24,  1777.  She 
was  born  March  17,  1761,  and  died  July  16, 
1835.  Thirteen  children  were  born  to  Henry 
and  Rebecca  (Frye)  Speers :  Samuel,  born 
January  29,  1779;  Sarah,  born  December  28, 
1780;  Rebecca,  born  December  4,  1782; 
Katherine,  born  February  4,  1785;  Henry, 
born  February  7,  1787;  Rachel,  born  March 
I,  1789;  Elizabeth,  born  April  8,  1791 ; 
Fanny,  born  July  i,  1793;    Polly,  born  Sep- 
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tember  i6,  1794;  Pleasant,  born  November 
24,  1796;  John,  born  January  17,  1798; 
Apollos,  born  September  8,  1801  ;  Nancy, 
born  September  13,  1803.  Henry  Speers, 
the  younger,  resided  on  the  farm  called 
"Speers'  Intent,"  opposite  Belle  Vernon,  in 
Allen  township,  Washington  county.  Pa. 
The  farm  was  later  the  property  of  Apollos 
Speers,  the  son  of  Henry  Speers.  There  he 
resided  for  many  years  after  the  death  of 
his  father.  The  farm  afterwards  became  the 
property  of  Noah  and  Solomon  S.,  the  sons 
of  Apollos  Speers,  and  is  held  by  their  heirs, 
the  latter  still  living.  The  patent  to  the  farm 
was  granted  to  Plenry  Speers,  January  12, 
1789,  on  a  survey  made  and  entered  by  John 
Reef,  May  23,  1769,  and  conveyed  to  Henry 
Speers  by  deed,  dated  September  14,  1784. 
Henry  was  not  only  a  farmer,  but  also  en- 
gaged in  trapping  and  running  the  ferry  in 
the  most  primitive  mode — the  Indian  canoe. 
He  was  long  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 
His  earnestness  as  a  worker,  and  consistency 
as  a  Christian  gave  him  great  prestige 
among  the  early  settlers.  He  was  licensed 
to  preach  by  Enon  church.  May  5,  1793;  was 
ordained  by  Rev.  John  Corbly  on  the  last 
Saturday  of  March,  1797,  and  continued  pas- 
tor of  that  church  until  his  death  on  Janu- 
ary 2,  1840.  He  was  chiefly  instrumental  in 
building  up  the  congregation  of  Enon,  the 
members  of  which  worshiped  first  in  the  old 
log  church,  but  afterwards  in  the  old  brick 
house  still  standing  on  the  hill  opposite 
Belle  Vernon,  now  owned  by  Solomon  C. 
Speers.  The  congregation  now  worship  in 
the  new  frame  building  on  Maple  creek. 
The  brick  dwelling  house  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  the  widow  of  Noah  Speers,  near 
the  ferry,  was  erected  in  1806  by  Henry 
Speers.  Henry,  son  of  Henry  Speers,  the 
vounofer,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of   1812, 


and  was  with  General  Jackson  in  the  battle 
of  New  Orleans.  He  died  many  years  ago 
in  the  old  log  house  on  Maple  creek,  in 
which  the  late  Joseph  Beazell  resided. 
Samuel  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He  became  a  cripple  from  exposure  while 
in  the  service  and  spent  his  last  days  in  the 
home  of  his  brother,  Apollos.  John  spent 
most  of  his  life  at  Dunbar,  in  Fayette  coun- 
ty. Pa.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  milling 
and  farming.  Nancy  married  George  Hill, 
of  'Ten  Mile."  He  was  the  father  of  George 
L.  Hill,  former  treasurer  of  Washington 
county.  Pa.  Pleasant  married  William 
Ward.  Katie  married  John  McCrory. 
Apollos  married  Elizabeth  Cooper,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Valentine  Cooper.  He  resid- 
ed for  a  short  time  at  "Fish  Pot"  at 
"Ten  j\Iile ;"  but  with  this  e.xception  al- 
ways lived  in  the  In'ick  house  at  the  ferry 
until  his  death,  on  February  23,  1857.  His 
wife  died  in  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  September 
13,  1874.  She  was  born  March  22,  1803. 
Her  remains  were  interred  by  the  side  of 
her  husband  in  Enon  cemetery.  Apollos 
and  Elizabeth  Speers  had  five  sons :  Solo- 
mon C,  Noah,  Henry  V.,  Jacob  B.  and  Jas- 
per, and  five  daughters :  Margaret,  Nancy, 
Mary  L.,  Sarah  R.  and  Clara  E.  Noah  re- 
sided at  the  ferry,  of  which  he  was  the  sole 
owner,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  No- 
vember 29,  1898.  Henry  V.  enlisted  in  Cap- 
tain J.  J.  Young's  Battery,  and  Jacob  in  the 
Eighty-fifth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, for  service  to  maintain  the  union  of 
the  States.  Both  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  after  which  they  located  in  Mar- 
shalltown, Iowa,  where  the  former  was  a 
merchant,  and  the  latter  engaged  in  farming. 
Jasper  died  when  si.xteen  years  of  age.  Sol- 
omon C.  was  born  May  12,  1832,- and  mar- 
ried on  May  6,  1857,  Miss  Ann  Eliza  Walker,. 
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who  was  born  April  5,  1836.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Nathaniel  R.  and  Mar- 
tha Walker.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass. ;  the  mother,  Martha  Walker, 
was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca 
Brownfield,  of  Smithfield,  Fayette  county. 
Pa.  There  were  two  sons  and  two  daughters 
born  to  bless  that  union :  Charles  P.,  born 
December  11,  1862,  and  Albert  C,  born  in 
October,  1865.  Charles  P.  is  a  prominent 
and  successful  business  man,  and  is  manager 
of  the  Clipper  sand  works,  at  Speers,  Pa. 
He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Underwood, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Underwood,  of  Roscoe. 
Albert  C.  married  Miss  Hattie  Coyle,  of 
Pittsburg.  They  liad  two  children,  Helene 
and  Elizabeth.  He  graduated  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia, 
and  is  a  successful  physician  in  the  city  of 
Pittsburg,  where  he  commands  a  large  and 
lucrative  practice.  His  residence  is  on  Fifth 
avenue.  j\Iary  Bessie,  born  September  13, 
1870,  graduated  from  the  Allegheny  General 
hospital  for  trained  nurses.  She  resides  in 
Pittsburg.  Jessie  L.  resides  at  home  with 
her  father.  She  was  born  December  2,  1873. 
Solomon  Speers  and  wife  began  housekeep- 
ing where  they  now  reside,  on  the"  farm,  a 
part  of  the  "Speers"  Intent."  He  is  proprie- 
tor of  the  Clipper  sand  works,  and  does  a 
large  business  in  supplying  sand  to  builders, 
and  the  manufacturers  of  glass.  From  1853 
to  1868  he  was  engaged  in  steam  boating. 
His  early  education  was  obtained  from  the 
common  schools,  but  later  he  graduated 
from  Duff's  Business  college  in  Pittsburg. 
By  his  integrity  and  superior  business  meth- 
ods he  has  acquired  a  large  amount  of 
valuable  property,  and  the  reputation  of 
an  honorable  man  and  model  citizen.  Mr. 
Speers'  wife  died  in  1884,  and  he  has  since 
married  again.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Cum- 


berland Presbyterian  church  at  Charleroi, 
and  one  of  the  trustees  of  same.  He  is  a 
Republican.  He  resides  in  his  splendid 
home  in  the  town  of  Speers  on  the  banks  of 
the  Monongahela  river,  where  by  an  exemp- 
lary life  he  commands  the  respect  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all  those 
with  whom  he  is  acquainted. 

Fred  Cooper  Speers,  one  of  the  success- 
ful young  men  of  Speers,  Pa.,  was  born  at 
that  place  October  27,  1868.  He  is  a  son  of 
Noah  and  Sarah  A.  (Ward)  Speers.  The 
father  was  born  August  20,  1834,  and  was 
educated  at  Mt.  Union  college,  Ohio.  He 
owned  and  operated  the  public  ferry,  which 
has  been  in  the  family  since  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  Speers  family  in  Western  Penn- 
sylvania. The  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  William  Ward,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Fred 
Cooper  Speers  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  county,  and  completed 
his  education  at  the  California  Normal 
school,  California,  Pa.,  in  1891.  After  that 
he  entered  the  Eastman  Business  college  at 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  where  he  graduated. 
On  returning  home  he  took  charge  of  his 
father's  store  at  Speers,  Pa.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years.  Since  the  death  of 
his  father,  he,  in  connection  with  his  brother, 
Van  L.  Speers,  has  been  operating  the  steam 
ferry.  He  was  appointed  administrator  of 
his  father's  estate  in  December,  1898,  his 
father  dying  November  29,  1898.  His 
mother  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years.  Mr.  Speers  is  a  member  of  the  M. 
E.  church;  also  a  member  of  Charleroi 
Lodge,  No.  615,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican. His  father  and  mother  were  mem- 
bers of  the  same  church.  Noah  Speers.  his 
father,  was  a  zealous  worker  in  the  cause  of 
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Christianity,  and  was  a  man  of  great  liberal- 
ity who  responded  freely  to  every  worthy 
cause,  and  was  one  of  the  largest  contribu- 
tors towards  the  erection  of  the  Methodist 
church  in  Belle  Vernon.  He  was  a  steward 
of  the  M.  E.  church.  Later  he  erected  a 
church  at  Speers,  to  which  place  he  trans- 
ferred his  membership.  He  was  prominent 
in  Masonic  circles.  He  was  a  member  of 
Henry  M.  Phillip's  Lodge,  No.  337,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  later  transferred  to  Charleroi  Lodge, 
of  which  he  was  a  charter  member.  He  was 
a  member  of  St.  Omer's  Commandery, 
Brownsville,  Pa.  He  was  buried  at  Belle 
A'ernon  with  Masonic  honors.  Six  children 
were  born  to  Noah  and  Sarah  A.  Speers. 
Anna  Belle,  born  November  8,  1862,  the  wife 
of  Frank  Richards,  who  was  born  January 
31,  1864.  The  following  children  were  born 
to  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Richards :  Alexander  C, 
born  January  23,  1883 ;  Harry  U.,  December 
10,  1884;  Kate  Edna,  September  i,  1888; 
John,  August  3,  1890 ;  Jane  Amanda,  April 
23,  1897,  and  Fred  Speers  Richards,  January 
27,  1899. 

\'an  Lawrence  Speers,  an  enterprising  and 
leading  citizen  of  Speers,  Washington  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  was  born  September  27,  1864,  in 
Allen  township,  near  where  he  now  resides 
in  the  old  brick  mansion,  erected  in  1806, 
and  occupied  by  three  generations  of  Speers. 
At  present  the  widow  of  Noah  Speers  re- 
sides in  it,  and  it  is  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
his  estate.  \^an  L.  Speers  is  a  son  of  Noah 
Speers  (deceased),  and  Sarah  A.  (Ward) 
Speers.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Washington  county,  and  took  a  business 
course  at  Eastman  Business  college  at 
Poughkcepsie,  N.  Y.  Later  he  completed 
his  education  at  Grove  City  college,  Mercer 
county,  Pa.  He  then  engaged  in  farming 
for  some  time  on  the  home  place.     Later  he 


;  went  to  Idaho,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years.  After  his  return  he  ran  the  steam 
ferry  between  Belle  Vernon  and  Speers.  He 
afterwards  was  engaged  for  two  years  in  the 
mercantile  business ;  he  then  sold  out  and  ac- 
cepted a  position  with  the  P.  &  L.  E.  R.  R. 
Company,  as  agent  at  Dunola  and  Dickerson 
Run,  which  he  held  one  year  at  that  place. 
Since  then  he  has  been  interested  in  farming 
and  has  also  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  and  is  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  in  conducting  the  public  ferry.  Mr. 
Speers  was  married  to  Miss  IMargaret  Mc- 
Lain,  daughter  of  John  McLain  and  Sarah 
Ellen  (Patton)  McLain  of  Fayette  county, 
Pa.  Mv.  McLain  was  a  miller  by  trade,  and 
owned  and  operated  a  mill.  Margaret  Mc- 
Lain was  born  August  30,  1869,  and  was 
married  to  Mr.  Speers  on  December  13, 
1888.  They  have  four  children :  Sarah 
Martha,  born  August  11,  1890;  Stephen  Mc- 
Lain, born  July  8,  1893 ;  Noah,  born  Febru- 
ary 14,  1895,  and  Ray  Finley,  born  March 
18,  1896.  Mr.  Speers  is  a  competent  busi- 
ness n^an,  and  is  in  very  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances. He.  owns  one  of  the  finest  resi- 
dences in  Speers.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church 
at  Charleroi.  Mr.  Speers  is  a  Republican. 
William  Ward  Speers  was  born  August 
30,  1866.  Fred  Cooper  Speers,  born  Octo- 
ber 27,  1868;  Froman' Speers,  born  Decem- 
ber 3,  1870;  Edna  Pleasant  Speers,  born  No- 
vember 20,  1872,  married  James  Gow,  on  May 
24,  1892;  he  was  born  February  7,  1863. 
They  have  one  child,  Jean,  born  June  18, 
1898.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gow  reside  at  Hamilton, 
Ontario,  Canada,  where  Mr.  Gow  is  a  man 
of  means  and  an  influential  citizen. 

Froman  Speers,  born  December  3,  1870,  is 
a  popular  and  enterprising  young  man  of 
Belle    \^ernon.      He    was    born    at    the    old 
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homestead  at  Speers.  He  attended  the  pub- 
He  schools  of  Washington  county,  and  later 
took  a  course  in  the  State  Normal  school 
at  California,  Pa.  When  he  arrived  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  entered  the  service 
of  the  Penna.  R.  R.  Co.  as  assistant  agent 
at  Belle  \^ernon,  where  he  remained  for  a 
period  of  three  years.  In  1889  he  went  to 
Dunolo,  where  he  accepted  a  situation  as 
agent  for  the  Pittsburg  and  Lake  Erie  R.  R. 
He  remained  there  and  discharged  his  duties 
faithfully  until  1894,  when  he  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Speers,  Pa.,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years.  In  1896  he 
moved  to  Belle  Vernon,  and  accepted  a  posi- 
tion with  the  Pittsburg,  Brownsville,  Geneva 
and  Morgantown  Packet  Company  (old  line), 
and  was  at  the  same  time  made  wharf-mas- 
ter at  Belle  Vernon,  both  wharves  being  the 
property  of  his  father.  He  also  owns  and 
operates  Speer's  express  and  transfer,  with 
offices  at  Belle  Vernon.  Mr.  Speers  was 
married  on  January  6,  1891,  to  Miss  Lizzie 
Courtney,  daughter  of  ]\Ir.  and  !Mrs.  J.  L. 
Courtney,  of  Braddock,  formerly  of  Belle 
Vernon.  Mrs.  Speers  was  born  April  19, 
1869,  in  Belle  Vernon.  Two  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Speers :  Irene,  born 
August  8,  1895,  died  July  11,  1897,  and  Dal- 
las Earl,  born  September  16,  1896.  Mrs. 
Speers'  father  was  a  native  of  Belle  Vernon; 
her  mother  was  a  daughter  of  James  Carnes. 
!Mr.  and  Mrs.  Speers  are  both  members  of 
the  M.  E.  church  at  Belle  Vernon.  J^Ir. 
Speers  is  a  Republican,  and  is  universally 
liked  and  respected. 

Calvin  A.  Px\tterson,  one  of  Belle  Ver- 
non's most  substantial  citizens,  was  born 
January  9,  1847,  in  Belle  Vernon,  Fayette 
county.    Pa.     He    is    a    son    of    Thompson 


C.  and  Hannah  (Stewart)  Patterson.  The 
father  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools. 
He  was  one  of  the  following  twelve  children : 
John,  a  cooper  by  trade,  moved  to  the  State 
of  California,  where  he  died;  James,  who 
was  a  boat  builder,  resided  at  Brownsville  ; 
Robert,  who  was  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  Belle  Vernon,  died  in  1893;  William,  a 
stone  mason,  resided  in  Belle  Vernon; 
Thompson,  a  cooper  by  trade,  lived  and  died 
in  Belle  A^ernon,  but  for  many  years  was  en- 
gaged in  the  drygoods  business;  Harriet, 
never  married,  died  in  1894;  Wilson  and 
Jacob,,  twins,  were  coopers  (Wilson  moved 
to  Nebraska,  where  he  died;  Jacob  resided 
in  Westmoreland  county,  where  he  diedj ; 
Morris,  a  cooper,  died  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.; 
Israel,  a  farmer  and  resident  of  Westmore- 
land county,  died  January,  1892;  Samuel,  a 
cooper,  died  in  Westmoreland  county ; 
Thompson  C.  and  Jane.  Jane,  the  youngest, 
who  is  a  resident  of  Belle  Vernon,  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  county  in  1828.  In  1854 
she  married  John  Beasley,  who  was  born  in 
1812.  They  had  seven  children.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather  of  Calvin  A.  Patterson  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try when  a  young  man.  He  married  2vliss 
Jane  Corwin,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Agnes 
Corwin,  of  \\'estmoreland  county,  Pa. 
Thompson  C.  Patterson  was  a  farmer  and 
miller.  He  married  Hannah  Stewart,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  James  Stewart.  The 
wife  of  James  Stewart  was  a  ]\Iiss  Proctor, 
of  Westmoreland  county.  Six  children 
were  born  to  Thompson  C.  and  Hannah 
(Stewart)  Patterson :  Hester  Jane  and  Har- 
riet died  -in  infancy;  Stewart,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Union  army,  and  a  member 
of    the    Ringgold     Batallion,     served    three 
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years,  was  in  several  hard  fought  battles, 
married  Miss  Hester  Speers,  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty, and  died  March  30,  1886;  Calvin  C.  Pat- 
terson, the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Annetta, 
who  was  the  wife  of  James  Morgan,  died 
August  19,  1889;  and  Harriet  Jane,  wife  of 
William  Noble,  resides  in  Homestead,  Pa. 
Stewart,  the  oldest  child,  left  six  children: 
Hannah,  Carter,  Blanche,  Alonzo,  Franklin 
and  John,  three  of  whom  attended  the  Or- 
phans' school  for  the  children  of  soldiers 
at  Uniontown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noble  have 
only  one  child,  George.  Calvin  C.  Patter- 
son attended  the  public  schools  of  Belle 
Vernon,  and  when  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
he  left  school  to  learn  the  trade  of  shoe- 
making,  which  he  has  followed  diligently  and 
successfully  ever  since.  Mr.  Patterson's 
energy  and  industry  have  been  liberaLy  re- 
warded by  the  accumulation  of  valuable 
pi-operty  in  his  native  town,  where  he  can 
spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  comfort 
and  case.  He  is  admired  and  respected  by 
all  who  know  him,  and  his  honesty  of  char- 
acter and  business  integrity  have  given  him 
a  name  and  a  credit  that  any  man  would  be 
proud  to  possess.  Mr.  Patterson  married 
Miss  Sarah  Jane  Brindle,  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
Brindlc,  of  Belle  Vernon,  on  yVugust  15, 
1869.  Mr.  Brindle  came  from  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Westmoreland  county,  to  this  town.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Patterson  had  seven  children: 
Charles  Austin,  born  August  3,  1870,  (dead); 
Oliver  Q.,  born  January  24,  1872,  working 
at  the  R.  C.  Schmertz  glass  factory;  Walter 
T.,  born  April  18,  1878,  clerk  in  a  drygoods 
store;  Bessie,  born  May  8,  1882;  Katie,  born 
October  3,  1888,  and  one  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mrs.  Patterson  and  daughters  are 
members  of  the  Christian  church.  The  Pat- 
tersons are  of  Irish  descent,  and  the  Stewarts 
of  Scotch  ancestry. 


James  Montgomery  (deceased),  was  born 
October  24,  1824,  in  Fayette  county,  Pa. 
He  was  one  of  Fayette  county's  most  repre- 
sentative farmers.  The  early  part  of  his  life 
was  spent  in  Connellsville,  where  he  received 
a  common  school  education.  He  was  for  a 
number  of  years  engaged  in  the  construction 
of  flat-bottom  boats,  to  ply  the  waters  of 
the  Youghiogheny  river.  He  resided  at 
Layton  for  a  time,  where  he  took  contracts 
for  getting  out  and  placing  stone  for  fur- 
naces in  glass  factories.  While  in  that  busi- 
ness, Mr.  Montgomery  accumulated  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  money  and  valuable 
property.  He  married  Miss  Charlotte 
Steinel,  a  native  of  Fa3'ette  county,  and  they 
resided  in  Connellsville  for  a  time  after  their 
marriage.  In  1869  Mr.  Montgomery  locat- 
ed in  Washington  township,  and  devoted  the 
remainder  of  his  life  to  farming,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  farmers  in  that  coni- 
munity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montgomery  had 
four  sons  and  two  daughters :  Arcilla,  died 
in  1874;  Victoria,  unmarried,  resides  at  home 
with  her  mother ;  Alexander,  married  Miss 
Belle  Stephens,  of  Washington  township,  is 
a  successful  farmer,  commands  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resides,  has  three  children :  Annie  May, 
Florence  L.  and  Harry.  Mr.  ]\Iontgomery 
with  liis  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
church ;  Alfred  married  Miss  Lucy  Bolen, 
of  Washington  township,  and  resides  on  the 
estate,  where  he  is  successfully  engaged  in 
farming;  McClelland  Montgomery,  is  an  em- 
ployee of  a  watch  factory  in  Canton,  Ohio, 
where  he  resides  and  married  Miss  Sadie 
McCunc,  of  Fayette  City,  having  five  chil- 
dren of  whom  those  living  are :  Marion  and 
Eva;  John  Montgomery,  born  June  15,  1868, 
in  Perry  township,  Fayette  county.  John 
Montgomery,   when   a  year   old,   was   taken 
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b}'  his  parents  to  Washington  township, 
where  he  attended  tlie  public  schools.  When 
he  was  twenty  years  old  he  went  to  Jeanette, 
^^'estmoreland  county,  and  was  employed  in 
the  Chambers  and  jNIcKee  glass  factory, 
where  he  remained  for  six  years.  He  also 
spent  one  year  at  Kensing,  and  at  present 
is  working  in  the  R.  C.  Schmertz  glass  fac- 
tory at  Belle  A'crnon.  John  Montgomery  is  a 
Republican.  James  Montgomery  (subject 
of  this  sketch)  died  December  20,  1896,  and 
Charlotte,  his  wife,  is  living  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Disciple  church  at  Fayette  City. 

Abe  Lewis,  a  resident  of  Pittsburg,  and 
proprietor  of  the  largest  clothing  establish- 
ment in  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  was  born  October 
2,  1862,  in  Poland,  and  is  a  son  of  Leon  and 
Dora  (Goldenson)  Lewis,  who  were  natives 
of  Poland.  They  came  to  Pittsburg  in  1868, 
where  they  resided  until  the  death  of  Leon 
Lewis,  in  May,  1896.  There  were  born  to 
Leon  and  Dora  Lewis  five  sons  and  one 
daughter :  David  and  Lazarus,  who  reside 
in  England;  Henry,  a  resident  of  South 
Dakota ;  Philip  and  Harry,  live  in  Belle  Ver- 
non, and  all  are  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness except  the  latter  who  is  a  clerk  in 
the  clothing  establishment  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  Sarah,  who  resides  in  Pitts- 
burg with  her  mother.  Mr.  Lewis  attend- 
ed the  public  schools  of  Pittsburg  until  he 
was  seventeen  years  of  age.  when  he  obtain- 
ed a  situation  in  the  clothing  house  of  J.  M. 
Gusky,  of  Pittsburg,  where  he  remained  for 
five  years,  then  he  located  in  Brownsville, 
where  he  remained  for  another  five  years  in 
the  clothing  and  drygoods  business,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Lewis  &  Levy,  in  which 
he  was  very  successful.  In  1890  Air.  Lewis 
went   to   Belle   Vernon,    Pa.,    where    he    has 


since  conducted  a  large  and  successful  cloth- 
ing and  gentlemen's  furnishing  establish- 
ment. He  is  numbered  among  Belle  Ver- 
non's most  prosperous  business  men,  and  in 
1899  became  a  member  of  the  well  known 
firm  of  Joseph  Bennett  &  Co.,  manufacturers 
of  pantaloons  in  Pittsburg,  where  Mr.  Lewis 
now  resides.  He  still  retains  his  Belle  Ver- 
non business  interests.  Mr.  Lewis  deserves 
great  credit  for  the  success  he  has  attained, 
i  as  he  started  entirely  on  his  own  resources, 
and  by  industry  and  integrity  has  reached 
his  present  position  and  owns  valuable  real 
estate  in  Belle  Vernon.  He  was  married 
February  26,  1888,  to  Miss  Aronson,  of  New 
York,  daughter  of  Isaac  H.  and  Ethel  Aron- 
son. They  have  four  children:  Frances  H., 
born  April  6,  1891 ;  Isaac  H.,  born  May  8, 
1892 ;  Edith,  born  March  28,  1894,  and  Leon, 
born  October  28,  1896.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a 
member  of  Gummert  Lodge,  No.  252,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Fayette  City. 

Louis  Merchant  Kyle,  a  popular  citizen 
of  Belle  Vernon  and  proprietor  of  the  hotel 
Kyle,  was  born  December  31,  1858,  in  Fay- 
ette City,  Fayette  county,  Pa.  He  is  a  son 
of  William  and  Margaret  Kyle.  William 
Kyle  was  born  at  Perryopolis,  Fayette  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  in  1816,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated.  He  was  engaged  in  Fayette  City 
from  1845  to  1855  as  a  manufacturer  of  glass, 
at  the  end  of  which  period  he  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Fayette  City 
until  1868,  when  under  the  administration  of 
Presid'ent  Grant  he  was  appointed  by  the 
collector  of  internal  revenue  as  storekeeper 
at  Gibsonton  and  the  greater  part  of  his  ser- 
vice was  spent  at  that  place.  He  served  in 
that  capacity  for  sixteen  years  under  the  ad- 
ministrations of  Presidents  Grant,  Hayes, 
Garfield   and   Arthur,   and   retired   from   the 
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service  in  1884,  after  which  he  never  engaged 
in  active  business  pursuits.  He  married 
Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  James  and  Hes- 
ter McCrory,  both  natives  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty. He  resided  in  Belle  Vernon  from  1865 
until  his  death,  October  27,  1894,  and  his 
widow  is  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-four. 
She  was  born  in  1824,  and  her  mother,  a 
Miss  Sisley,  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  four 
years  old.  Ten  children  were  born  to  Wil- 
liam and  Margaret  Kyle :  Naomi,  James, 
E.  M.  Kyle,  Sarah,  Mary,  Louis  M.,  Emma, 
Wilson,  William  and  Samuel  Kyle.  Louis 
M.  Kyle  was  educated  at  the  public  schools 
of  Belle  Vernon,  and  left  school  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  to  engage  in  the  grocery 
business  in  Belle  Vernon,  where  he  remain- 
ed for  five  years,  after  which  he  was  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  for  six  years.  In  1889  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  Belle  Vernon, 
which  office  he  filled  until  1894.  At  the  time 
of  Mr.  Kyle's  appointment  the  office  was  of 
the  fourth  class,  but  in  a  short  time  he  suc- 
ceeded in  having  the  same  raised  and  placed 
in  the  class  of  presidential  appointments,  the 
salary  being  raised  from  six  hundred  dollars 
to  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars  per 
annum.  In  1891  he  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Harrison,  and  his  appointment  was  con- 
firmed by  the  U.  S.  Senate  for  four  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  built  the 
liotcl  Kyle  which  he  has  conducted  success- 
fully since.  Mr.  Kyle  bears  an  enviable 
reputation  for  his  honesty  and  business  in- 
tegrity ;  he  is  a  liberal  contributor  to  every 
worthy  cause  and  he  has  many  friends'.  Mr. 
Kyle  is  a  Republican  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  city  council  of  Belle  Vernon. 
In  1882  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ida,  daugh- 
ter of  George  W.  and  Sarah  Patton,  of  Belle 
Vernon.  Two  children  bless  that  union : 
Frank,  born  in  1883,  and  Frederick,  in  1891. 


Elmer  J.  GuilER,  who  is  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  Belle  Vernon,  Fayette  county.  Pa., 
was  born  May  22,  1863,  in  Rostraver  town- 
ship, Pa.,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and 
Hannah  Jane  (Singley)  Guiler,  of  Belle  Ver- 
non. Andrew  Guiler  was  born  December 
28,  1823,  in  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  and  is  a 
citizen  of  Belle  Vernon.  He  entered  the 
Union  army  in  1862  with  the  rank  of  second 
lieutenant  of  Company  F,  i68th  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  He  was  a  good 
officer  and  soldier  and  took  part  in  many  of 
the  engagements  of  the  war.  For  valiant 
service  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first 
lieutenant  Company  H,  211th  Regiment, 
with  which  rank  he  served  until  the  close 
of  hostilities,  after  which  he  was  breveted 
captain.  The  father  of  Andrew  Guiler  was 
William  Guiler,  who  came  to  Fayette  coun- 
ty from  Ireland  and  located  in  Franklin 
township,  where  he  worked  as  a  contractor. 
He  came  to  this  country  about  the  latter 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  died  in 
Fayette  county,  May  24,  1868,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one.  He  married  a  Miss  Carr,  who 
died  ^lay  10,  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine.  There  were  born  to  William  Guiler 
five  sons  and  one  daughter:  Alexander, 
Thomas,  Andrew,  Joseph,  Absalom  and 
Mary,  who  married  a  Mr.  Schaffer.  Absa- 
lom, who  was  the  father  of  Dr.  Andrew 
Guiler,  of  Belle  Vernon,  was  an  officer  in  the 
Mexican  war  and  also  an  officer  in  the  Civil 
war;  in  the  latter  he  was  a  major;  in  the 
former  war  he  was  at  the  battles  of  Vera 
Cruz,  of  Cerro  Gordo  Mountain,  and  at  the 
storming  of  the  Castle  of  Chapultepec,  and 
was  the  first  with  his  company  to  enter  the 
great  gates  of  the  city  of  Mexico ;  was 
wounded  at  Cerro  Ciordo  Mountain  and  was 
promoted  to  be  lieutenant  for  meritorious 
conduct.     Andrew    Guiler    married    Hannah 
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Jane  Singley,  who  was  born  in  Indiana  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  June  12,  1833,  and  a  daugliter  of 
Peter  and  Matilda  Singley.  Peter  Singley 
was  a  farmer.  The  children  born  to  Andrew 
and  Hannah  J.  Guiler  were :  C.  C.  Guiler, 
W.  E.  Guiler,  Elina  J.,  wife  of  Ephraim 
Jones,  of  Belle  A'ernon ;  Elmer  J.  (of  this 
sketch) ;  Matilda  and  Edward,  and  the  latter 
served  as  postmaster  until  the  spring'of  1899, 
having  been  appointed  by  Mr.  Cleveland. 
Elmer  J.  Guiler  came  to  Belle  A'ernon  from 
Westmoreland  county,  when  a  mere  youth, 
with  his  parents,  and  has  since  resided  there. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  worked  with  the 
firm  of  Springer  &  Anderson,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years,  and  then  obtained  a 
position  with  E.  M.  &  W.  F.  Spear,  remain- 
ing there  for  one  year.  When  seventeen 
years  old  he  had  charge  of  the  machinery  in 
the  new  mill  of  the  R.  C.  Schmertz  glass 
factory  in  the  manufacturing  department, 
and  later  took  charge  of  the  machinery  of 
the  Belle  Vernon  Saw  &  Planing  Mill  Co., 
of  Belle  Vernon,  where  he  remained  for  a 
number  of  years.  Afterwards  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  Moore  &  Sinot,  of  Gibsonton,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1887  he  was  employed  by  the 
Belle  Vernon  Light  &  Heat  Co.,  when  the 
same  was  first  put  in  operation,  having  been 
organized  in  1886.  Mr.  Guiler  has  had  charge 
of  all  the  field  work  and  domestic  service 
since  the  same  has  been  in  operation  up  to 
the  present  time.  The  first  well  was  drilled 
on  the  farm  of  John  Carson  in  what  is  known 
as  the  Maple  Creek  district,  from  which  the 
Light  &  Heat  Co.  has  supplied  gas  to  Belle 
\'ernon  and  surrounding  towns.  Well  No. 
2  was  drilled  on  the  Parsons  farm  in  Wash- 
ington county  near  Ebenezer  church  and. 
created  great  excitement  in  the  Washing- 
ton county  gas  belt  and  it  was  perhaps  the 


largest  producer  of  any  of  the  Washing- 
ton county  wells.  The  company,  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Guiler  has  drilled  dozens 
of  large  producers  and  is  continuing  the 
work  on  other  wells  in  both  Washington 
and  ^^'estmoreland  counties.  Air.  Guiler  has 
charge  of  the  interests  for  several  large  gas 
companies.  The  Belle  Vernon  Light  & 
Heat  Co.  supply  light  and  heat  to  numerous 
towns.  j\Ir.  Guiler  turned  on  the  first  gas 
used  in  the  town  of  Monessen  which  was 
first  used  in  the  residence  of  Edwin  Jeffries, 
superintendent  of  the  tin  plate  works.  Mr. 
Guiler  has  charge  of  the  gas  wells  of  T.  L. 
Daily  &  Co.  He  is  a  man  of  great  energy 
and  business  activity.  He  owns  and  con- 
ducts a  plumbing  supply  business  in  Belle 
A'ernon  and  employs  a  number  of  men.  He 
is  also  superintendent  of  the  Belle  Vernon 
water  works  and  a  stockholder  in  same ;  this 
company  was  organized  in  1895  and  supplies 
water  to  the  boroughs  of  Belle  Vernon  and 
North  Belle  Vernon.  The  company  furnish 
a  large  number  of  people  with  heat  and 
water.  Air.  Guiler  is  a  member  of  Council 
No.  531,  Royal  Arcanum,  at  Belle  Vernon, 
and  has  been  a  member  since  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Association  of  Stationary  Engineers. 
He  is  a  Democrat.  He  deserves  great  credit 
for  his  success  in  life,  for  it  is  the  result  of 
his  wonderful  energy,  industry  and  persever- 
ance. Air.  Guiler  was  married  April  10, 
1886,  to  Aliss  Annie,  daugliter  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  (Weimer)  Dean.  Airs.  Guiler 
was  born  Alarch  9,  1866.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Guiler  have  two  children :  Bessie,  born  Sep- 
tember 25,  1887,  and  Lizzie,  born  April  2, 
1889,  both  attending  the  public  schools  in 
Belle  A'ernon.  The  family  attend  the  Pres- 
bvterian  church. 
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William  Parks  Bates,  manager  and  sup- 
erintendent of  the  J.  H.  Sommers  Fuel  Co., 
in  Pennsylvania,  with  general  offices  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Athens  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  June  lo,  i860.  He  is  a  son  of 
Eli  and  Ruth  (Hill)  Bates,  of  Ohio.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  Mr.  Bates  were 
Nicholas  and  Eunice  (Coe)  Bates,  who  were 
natives  of  Rhode  Island  and  among  the  first 
settlers  of  New  England.  They  landed  at 
"Plymouth  Rock"  and  were  among  the  pil- 
grims of  the  "Mayflower."  Mr.  Bates  also 
dates  his  paternal  ancestry  to  the  Hulls  who 
were  natives  of  Providence,  R.  I.  The 
grandfather  Bates  emigrated  from  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  to  what  is  now  known  as  Nel- 
sonville,  Ohio,  in  1808.  He  built  and  oper- 
ated the  first  water  mill  that  was  ever  con- 
structed in  that  section  of  Ohio.  The  same 
is  still  owned  and  operated  by  the  descend- 
ants of  Nicholas  Bates.  Eleven  children 
were  born  to  Nicholas  Bates,  four  of  whom 
are  living.  These  children  were :  Charles, 
Eli,  Susan,  Caroline,  John,  Westley,  Joseph, 
Saline  and  three  who  died  in  infancy.  Eli, 
the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  July  15,  1826,  at  Nelsonville,  Ohio,  and 
is  now  a  resident  of  Carroll,  Fairfield  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  he  has  farm  interests  and 
is  numbered  among  the  best  and  most  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  tiiat  section.  The 
mother  of  William  Park  Bates  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Johnson  and  Phoebe  (Rush)  Hill,  and 
a  native  of  Washington  county.  Pa.  Nine 
children  were  born  to  Eli  and  Ruth  Bates : 
Harriet,  wife  of  Gardner  Arnold,  of  Frank- 
lin county,  Ohio,  and  three  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  (Oren,  a  resi- 
dent of  Columbus,  O.,  and  deputy  sheriff  of 
Franklin  county;  Carl,  died  in  1886,  when 
eighteen  years  old;  Eunice,  died  in  1872, 
aged  three  years) ;  Oren  Bates,  died  in  in- 


fancy ;  Eugene,  died  in  infancy ;  Sewell,  wife 
of  Oscar  Dawley,  of  Carbon  Hill,  Hocking 
county,  Ohio ;  Clara,  wife  of  Allen  Brenholts, 
resides  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Bren- 
holts is  a  coal  operator  and  general  auditor 
of  the  Hocking  Coal  Co.,  the  largest  coal 
syndicate  in  Ohio,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Roy  Brenholts,  aged  twelve  years ;  William 
P.  Bates,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Arthur  Dow, 
who  was  general  bookkeeper  and  manager 
of  the  Belle  Vernon  Supply  Company,  and 
general  bookkeeper  for  J.  H.  Sommers  Fuel 
Company,  was  also  interested  in  coal  mines 
in  the  Sandy  Creek  Valley,  was  killed 
October  13,  1898,  by  a  fall  of  earth  while 
on  a  pleasure  trip  to  the  mines,  and  was 
thirty-six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death;  Walter  Joseph  and  Westley  Carl 
(twins),  born  May  11,  1866;  Walter  Joseph, 
store  manager  of  the  Belle  Vernon  Supply 
Co.,  of  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  married  Miss 
May  Clark,  of  Logan,  Hocking  Co.,  Ohio, 
May,  1887,  and  three  children  bless  that 
union:  Clark,  Ruth  and  Lucille;  while  West- 
ley  C,  born  May  11,  1866,  is  an  attorney  at 
87  North  Pligh  street,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
a  graduate  of  the  Ohio  State  LIniversity  and 
the  Cincinnati  law  school,  married  Miss 
Florence  MacDowell,  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Eli,  Merritt 
and  Margaret.  William  P.  Bates,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  attended  the  public 
schools  until  fifteen  years  old,  and  went  one 
term  to  Nelson  high  school  and  another  at 
Logan  high  school.  In  the  spring  of  1878 
he  accepted  a  situation  with  J.  H.  Sommers 
as  chore  boy  around  a  tipple  from  which  he 
went  into  the  mines  as  driver  of  mules,  where 
he  remained  for  eighteen  months.  He  was 
then  a  miner  for  seven  years,  and  quit  the 
mines  and  moved  to  Finley,  Ohio,  where  he 
served  two  years  on  the  police  force,  which 
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he  left  to  engage  in  the  oil  business  for  two 
years.  Then,  under  the  firm  name  of  Dar- 
row  &  Bates,  he  became  a  contractor,  remain- 
ing" in  that  business  four  years.  They  built 
street  railroads,  sewers  and  water  works  in 
Clyde,  Ohio ;  seven  miles  of  sewers  in  Ober- 
lin,  Ohio,  and  had  charge  of  other  important 
contracts.  After  dissolving  partnership  he 
went  to  Oakdale  as  superintendent  of  mines, 
remaining  there  nine  months.  November  i, 
1894,  ]\Ir.  Bates  came  to  Belle  Vernon  to 
take  charge  of  the  J.  H.  Sommers  Fuel  Co. 
works  and  has  been  superintendent  and 
manager  of  the  same  ever  since.  Mr.  Bates 
has  charge  of  three  mines,  operating  with 
over  six  hundred  men.  In  his  charge  the 
companj-  has  grown  from  a  small  concern  to 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  in 
Western  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Bates  was  mar- 
ried in  1880,  to  Miss  Ellen,  daughter  of 
Smith  and  Susiana  Spencer,  of  Xelsonville, 
Ohio,  formerly  of  Manchester,  Lancashire, 
England.  Five  children  were  born  to  them : 
Henry  Hugh,  Letha,  Berenice,  William  and 
one  who  died  in  infancy.  The  family  are 
Presbyterians.  Mr.  Bates  is  a  man  of  great 
executive  ability  which  is  always  essential  to 
the  successful  management  of  large  con- 
cerns. He  is  a  Republican.  Many  of  his 
ancestors  were  in  the  various  wars  of  the 
country  and  have  been  prominent  both  in 
civil  and  military  life. 

John  S.  Van  Voorhis,  M.  D. — A  finished 
scholar,  a  cultured  gentleman,  a  man  of  wide 
experience  in  the  afifairs  of  the  world  and 
one  of  the  most  pronounced  believers  in  the 
future  of  Belle  Vernon,  is  Dr.  John  S.  Van 
\'oorhis.  Dr.  Van  Voorhis  was  born  May 
8,  1823,  near  Monongahela  City,  Pa.,  just  a 
few  miles  below  Belle  Vernon,  and  has  spent 
his  entire  life  among  the  people  of  this  sec- 


tion of  the  country.  He  graduated  from 
Washington  college,  September  25,  1844, 
later  entering  Jefferson  Medical  college 
from  winch  institution  he  was  graduated 
March  25,  1847,  locating  in  Belle  Vernon  in 
May  of  the  same  year,  where  he  has  prac- 
ticed continuously  ever  since,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  three  years  at  Monongahela  City. 
Soon  after  locating  in  Belle  Vernon,  Dr.  Van 
\''oorhis  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Plummer  Smith,  (born  December  25,  1829,) 
an  estimable  lady  and  his  home  has  always 
been  one  of  the  most  pleasant  in  the  city. 
Mrs.  Van  A'oorhis  died  August  16,  1896. 
She  was  a  granddaughter  of  Hon.  George 
Plummer.  While  devoted  to  his  profession 
and  ranking  as  one  of  its  most  skillful  mem- 
bers. Dr.  Van  Voorhis  has  found  time  to  en- 
gage in  many  other  important  projects,  all 
of  which  have  been  most  beneficial  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  Monongahela  valley. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  to  advocate  the  con- 
struction of  railroads  in  the  Monongahela 
valley,  and  with  voice  and  pen  labored  dili- 
gently in  that  direction.  The  efforts  of  few 
men  have  been  crowned  with  greater  suc- 
cess. He  was  the  organizer  of  the  Pittsburg, 
Virginia  and  Charleston  R.  R.  Co.,  which 
road  he  has  seen  grow  to  be  one  of  the  most 
important  branches  of  the  Pennsylvania  sj's- 
tem.  Fie  also  worked  early  and  late  in  the 
interests  of  the  McKeesport  &  Belle  Vernon 
road ;  and  in  recognition  of  his  services  and 
standing  in  the  community,  was  made  chair- 
man of  the  general  committee  on  celebra- 
tion, and  delivered  the  address  of  welcome 
when  the  road  was  opened  to  Belle  Vernon. 
In  1857  he  represented  Washington  county 
in  the  legislature,  and  he  has  been  an  honor- 
ed member  of  the  American  Medical  asso- 
ciation since  1872.  In  1885  he  made  an  ex- 
tended   tour    through    Europe.     His    latest 
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work,  in  addition  to  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, was  the  preparation  of  a  volume  de- 
voted to  the  history  and  biography  of  the 
Monongaliela  valley.  He  enjoys  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  classes  and  his  labors  have 
been  crowned  with  success.  He  is  a  deep 
thinker  and  a  man  of  broad  information  and 
is  accepted  as  authority  on  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  history  of  this  section  of  the 
State. 

Dr.  V^an  Voorhis  had  two  children,  Mary 
E.  L.  and  Isaac  S.  Mary  Elizabeth  Lacha- 
pelle  Van  Voorhis  was  born  June  30,  1848, 
and  died  November  26,  1877.  She  married 
John  C.  Cunningham  and  left  one  child,  Bet- 
tie  Plummer,  who  was  born  January  24,  1872, 
married  David  Stewart,  May  22,  1893,  and 
has  two  children :  John  C,  born  March  28, 
1898,  and  Elizabeth  Plummer,  born  Septem- 
ber II,  1897.  Isaac  Smith  A^an  Voorhis  was 
born  June  5,  1881,  and  died  December  14, 
1896.  He  married  Jennie  M.  Gib,  on  April 
9,  1878,  and  they  had  two  children:  John 
S.,  born  April  24,  1880,  and  Lavernia,  born 
January  10,  1885. 

Dr.  John  S.  Van  Voorhis  was  born  May 
8,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  Van  Voorhis, 
of  near  Monongahela  City,  Pa.,  who  was 
born  March  15,  1794,  and  died  June  4,  1875. 
He  married  May  13,  1819,  Mary  Hair,  who 
was  born  March  10,  1797,  and  died  April  14, 
1876.  Isaac  was  a  son  of  Daniel  Van  Voor- 
his, who  was  born  July  8,  1738,  and  died 
February  21,  1819.  He  married  May  i, 
1791,  Nancy  Meyers  (died  February  17, 
1840)  and  settled  at  Rancocas  creek,  N.  J., 
going  from  Oyster  Bay,  L.  I.,  prior  to  1776. 
He  was  a  sea  captain  in  service  for  the  Gov- 
ernment during  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
His  name  appears  among  the  list  of  officers 
of  Philadelphia  Associators  "Belonging  to 
City  and  Liberty"  in  service  December  24, 


1776.  Captain  Van  A'oorhis  was  a  son  of 
Daniel  Van  Voorhis,  of  Oyster  Bay,  L.  I., 
who  was  born  December  17,  1701,  and  mar- 
ried March  27,  1724,  Femmetje  Bennet 
(born  April  24,  1706).  He  was  a  son  of  Cor- 
nelis  Coerte  A'an  Voorhees,  of  Flatlands,  L. 
I.,  who  was  baptized  January  23,  1678,  and 
married  Altze  Remsen.  He  was  an  ensign 
of  the  Foot  Company  of  the  town  of  Ames- 
foot  in  1700.  His  name  is  on  the  assessment 
roll  of  Flatlands,  in  1738.  He  was  a  son  of 
Coert  Stevense,  of  Flatlands,  L.  I.  (born 
1637,  died  1702),  wlio  married  in  1663, 
Marretje  Gerritse  A'an  Conenhoren  (baptized 
April  10,  1644).  He  was  deacon  of  Dutch 
church  of  Flatlands  in  1677,  a  magistrate  in 
1664-1673,  and  captain  of  militia  Decem- 
ber 27,  1689.  He  was  commissioned  by 
Lieutenant  Governor  Jacob  Leisler.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  held 
in  City  Hall,  New  Amsterdam,  on  April  10, 
1664;  a  representative  of  Flatlands  in  the 
Provincial  Assembly  of  jNIarch  19,  1664,  and 
a  delegate  to  the  convention  held  at  New 
Orange  to  confer  with  Governor  Colve  on 
March  26,  1674.  He  was  one  of  the  origi- 
nal patentees  of  Flatlands — on  patent  grant- 
ed by  Governor  Dongan,  March  11,  1685, 
and  took  oath  of  allegiance  in  Flatlands  in 
September,  1687.  He  was  a  son  of  Steven 
Coerte  A^an  A'oorhees,  of  province  of 
Drenthe,  Holland,  and  was  born  in  1600, 
at  Hees,  Holland,  and  died  February  16, 
1684,  at  Flatlands.  He  married  prior  to 
1677,  a  second  wife,  Willempie  RoelofTse 
Senbering  (born  1619,  died  1690).  His  first 
wife's  name  is  unknown.  He  came  to 
America  in  April,  i66o,  in  ship  "Bontekoe" 
(Spotted-Cow)  under  Captain  Pieter  Lucas- 
sen.  He  was  a  member  of  Dutch  church  at 
Flatlands  and  his  name  is  on  assessment 
rolls  from  1675  to  1683.     He  was  a  magis- 
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trate  in  1664.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
patentees  of  Amesfoot,  N.  Y.,  on  patent 
granted  by  Governor  Nichol,  October,  1667. 
He  was  a  son  of  Coert  Alberts  Van  Voor 
Hees,  who  resided  prior  to  1600  in  front  of 
village  of  Hees,  near  town  of  Ruven,  in 
province  of  Drenthe,  Holland,  and  was  a  son 
of  Albert  Aan  A'oor  Hees. 

Charles  Frederick  Eggers,  a  prominent 
contractor  and  lumber  merchant  of  Belle 
Vernon  and  Monessen,  Pa.,  and  a  citizen  of 
Belle  Vernon,  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  was  born 
May  5,  i860,  in  Allegheny,  Allegheny  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Ernest,  Jr.,  and  Margaretta  (Walthers)  Eg- 
gers. The  father  of  ^Ir.  Eggers  was  born  in 
Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated  and  was  one  of  the  leading 
contractors  of  that  city.  He  married  Miss 
Margaretta  Walthers,  and  three  sons  and 
one  daughter  were  born  to  them :  George 
B.,  a  citizen  of  Belle  Vernon,  and  employed 
as  gatherer  at  the  R.  C.  Schmertz  &  Go's, 
glass  factory ;  Ernest  F.,  who  has  charge  of 
the  hammer  department  of  T.  Woods  & 
Sons'  rolling  mill  at  McKeesport,  Pa.,  where 
he  resides ;  C.  F.,  and  Emma,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years.  Ernest  Eggers,  Jr.,  was  a 
prominent  and  respected  business  man  of  Al- 
legheny, where  he  was  a  member  of  the  Rob- 
ert Bloome  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  a  Lutheran, 
as  was  his  wife.  The  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  Ernest  Eggers,  Sr., 
and  a  native  of  Germany.  He  was  a  success- 
ful contractor  and  lived  in  Allegheny.  There 
are  living  two  brothers  and  two  sisters  of 
Ernest  Eggers,  Jr. :  Henry  F.,  a  prominent 
imderwriter  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. ;  Frederick  H., 
a  leading  druggist  of  Pittsburg  and  Alle- 
gheny,   conducting    three    large     establish- 


ments in  those  cities.  He  was  also  president 
of  the  school  of  pharmacy  in  Pittsburg; 
Mary,  wife  of  William  Fincke,  and  they  re- 
side at  Etna,  a  suburb  of  Pittsburg,  where 
he  is  engaged  as  a  dealer  in  ice;  and  Jo- 
sephine, who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Douber, 
of  Allegheny,  Pa.  Charles  Frederick  Eg- 
gers attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  then 
took  a  situation  in  a  box  factory,  where  he 
remained  until  January,  1880,  at  which  time 
he  left  Allegheny  and  came  to  Belle  Vernon, 
Pa.,  accepting  a  situation  in  the  box  manu- 
facturing department  of  the  R.  G.  Schmertz 
&  Go.'s  glass  factory,  remaining  until  1896, 
only  losing  one-half  day  from  his  work  dur- 
ing a  period  of  eleven  years.  For  fourteen 
years  of  that  period  Mr.  Eggers  had  charge 
of  the  box  department.  In  1894,  two  years 
prior  to  his  leaving  the  factory,  Mr.  Eggers 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  S.  M.  Graham 
(the  latter  then  prothonotary  of  Fayette 
county),  in  the  lumber  business  in  Belle  Ver- 
non, where  they  conducted  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive business.  In  1897  they  established  a 
builders'  and  contractors'  supply  store  and 
lumber  yard  at  Monessen.  Mr.  Eggers 
started  in  life  a  poor  boy  and  by  energy,  in- 
dustry and  thorough  business  methods  has 
placed  himself  in  the  foremost  rank  of  busi- 
ness men.  He  has  accumulated  large  and 
valuable  property  interests.  The  firm  of  Eg- 
gers &  Graham  own  a  plot  of  thirty  lots  in 
Belle  Vernon  and  also  a  number  of  splendid 
houses  and  lots  in  the  same  place ;  they  own 
five  valuable  lots  in  Monessen,  four  of  which 
they  use  for  their  private  business.  The  fifth 
they  have  improved  by  building  a  large  store 
room  and  dwelling,  which  they  rent.  Mr. 
Eggers  has  an  elegant  home  in  Belle  Ver- 
non, where  he  with  his  family  resides.  He 
is  largely  interested  in   the   future  of  Belle 
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Vernon  and  one  of  the  largest  propert)-  hold- 
ers of  the  place.  Mr.  Eggers  was  married 
March  26,  1882,  to  Sarah  E.,  daughter  of 
A.  C.  and  Rachel  Reppert,  of  Belle  Vernon, 
and  four  children  bless  that  union:  Georgi- 
ana,  Mary  Etta,  Alison  Carl  and  Katharine. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eggers  are  members  of  the 
M.  E.  church  at  Belle  Vernon.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Royal 
Arcanum.  He  is  a  staunch  Republican  and 
has  served  three  years  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  for  Belle  Vernon,  two 
years  of  which  he  was  president  of  the  same. 
He  contributes  liberally  of  his  time  and 
means  to  all  matters  of  public  interest. 

Robert  John  Linton,  a  leading  manufac- 
turer and  one  of  Belle  Vernon's  most  promi- 
nent citizens,  was  born  July  24,  1834,  in 
County  Antrim,  Ireland.  He  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  Linton.  The  father  was 
born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  and  was  a 
son  of  John  and  Margaret  Linton  (nee 
Boyd),  who  were  born  at  Linton,  Scotland, 
twenty-six  miles  from  Edinburgh,  Mary 
Linton,  the  mother  of  Robert  John  Linton, 
was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Jane  Linton, 
natives  of  Scotland,  who  had  emigrated  to 
Ireland.  The  paternal  and  maternal  ances- 
tors of  our  subject,  while  of  the  same  name, 
were  not  related.  The  Lintons  were  farmers 
and  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Linton  died  in  County 
Antrim,  Ireland,  the  former  in  1865  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  the  latter  in 
1882  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  They  had 
six  children,  y\dam  Linton,  a  resident  of 
County  Antrim,  Ireland;  Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  Thomas  Shaw,  and 
resided  until  her  death  in  Ireland ;  Robert 
J.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ;  William,  who 
came  to  this  country  in  1859,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and 


served  in  a  Pennsylvania  cavalry  regiment, 
and  received  wounds  at  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg from  which  he  died ;  Jane,  the  wife  of 
Andrew  Gregg,  a  resident  of  Ireland,  and 
Joseph,  a  native  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
came  to  the  United  States  and  was  a  soldier 
during  the  Civil  war  in  the  Union  army,  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.  Robert  J.  Linton  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1855.  when  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  He  located  in  Allegheny  City,  Pa., 
where  he  accepted  a  situation  as  an  assistant 
in  a  coal  mine,  and  later  he  entered  tlie 
Adams  express  office,  where  he  remained  for 
a  period  of  nine  months,  when  feeling  the 
need  of  a  more  liberal  education,  he  entered 
Twinsburg  institute  at  Twinsburg,  O.,  where 
he  remained  in  school  for  two  and  one-half 
}ears.  From  Twinsburg  he  went  to  Pitts- 
burg, where  he  entered  Duff's  Business  col- 
lege, and  completed  a  course  in  bookkeep- 
ing, after  which  he  accepted  a  situation  as 
warehouseman  for  J.  C.  Kilpatrick  &  Co.,  of 
Pittsburg,  remaining  there  only  for  a  short 
time.  He  then  took  a  position  with  the 
firm  of  Schmertz  &  Blakeley,  having  charge 
of  the  store  as  salesman,  and  at  the  same 
time  spending  a  large  portion  of  his  time 
as  traveling  salesman  for  the  firm.  Remain- 
ing there  for  a  period  of  five  years,  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  National  Refining 
and  Storing  Company,  of  Pittsburg,  as  buyer 
and  shipper  of  oil  for  the  firm.  He  was  sta- 
tioned at  Oil  City  and  Pithole  City.  He  took 
out  the  first  oil  that  was  produced  at  Pithole 
City.  After  remaining  here  for  six  months 
he  accepted  a  position  with  Wright  and 
Chittendon,  at  a  salary  double  that  which  he 
had  been  receiving,  having  charge  of  the 
entire  interests  of  the  firm,  including  its  oil 
interest.  He  stayed  there  for  nine  months, 
when  he  returned  to  Pittsburg  and  accepted 
a  position  with  his  former  employer  as  sales- 


AND   HISTORICAL   REFERENCE   BOOK   OF  FAYETTE   COUNTY. 


yo7 


man  for  window  glass,  in  wliicli  capacity  he 
remained  for  five  years,  representing  that 
firm  in  various  States,  and  building  up  a 
large  and  profitable  trade  in  the  face  of  the 
strongest  competition.  In  the  fall  of  1868 
Mr.  Linton  became  general  manager  of  this 
company,  which  position  he  still  holds.  From 
a  small  concern  this  factory  has  grown  to  be 
one  of  the  largest  industries  of  Western 
Pennsylvania.  This  will  be  seen  when  it  is 
stated  that  when  Mr.  Linton  first  became  as- 
sociated with  the  company  it  had  but  sixteen 
pots,  employing  seventy  men,  and  now  it  has 
one  hundred  and  two  pots,  employing  over 
five  hundred  people,  the  majority  of  whom 
are  skilled  laborers,  and  the  best  paid  of  any 
industry  in  the  country.  Mr.  Linton  is  also 
a  large  stockholder  in  the  firm.  He  is  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
town  and  owns  the  large  elecrric  plant  here 
that  furnishes  light  and  power  to  the  towns 
of  Belle  Vernon,  Charleroi,  California,  Fay- 
ette City,  Coal  Centre,  Monessen,  Lock  No. 
4  and  other  places  along  the  Monongahela 
river.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  Belle 
Vernon  Light  and  Heat  Company,  and  owns 
a  large  interest  in  the  British  Columbia  Gold 
Mining  Co.,  which  is  located  in  the  rich 
fields  of  the  Caraboo  district,  and  was  made 
president  of  the  latter  after  its  organization. 
Mr.  Linton  commands  not  only  the  confi- 
dence but  the  admiration  and  highest  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him.  His  life  is  an  exem- 
plary one,  and  worthy  of  imitation.  Mr.  Lin- 
ton was  married  in  August,  1864,  to  Miss 
Caroline  Doolittle,  daughter  ot  Rev.  Giles  and 
Electra  Doolittle,  of  Hudson,  O.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Linton  was  a  Presbyterian  minister. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linton  have  had  three  chil- 
dren: Clara,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Rev.*  William  H.  Hamilton,  of  Washington, 
Pa.,  who  subsequently  with  his  wife  became 


missionaries  to  Chinanfoo,  China,  where 
Mrs.  Hamilton  died  January  10,  1889;  Rob- 
ert, born  in  Hudson,  O.,  May  29,  1870,  re- 
ceived his  education  at  Washington  and  Jef- 
ferson college,  from  which  he  went  to  Ber- 
lin, Germany,  where  he  entered  the  univer- 
sity, taking  a  special  course  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  glass,  now  occupying  the  position  of 
assistant  manager  of  the  glass  factory,  and 
married  Miss  Margaret  McElveen,  daughter 
of  Hugh  McElveen,  of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  and 
Grace,  born  April  23,  1874,  and  died  April 
24,  1898.  Mr.  Linton  is  a  member  of  Charle- 
roi Lodge,  No.  615,  F.  and  A.  M.  He  is  a 
Republican  and  a  member  and  elder  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Mrs.  Caroline  (Doo- 
little) Linton  died  September  21,  1887,  and 
Mr.  Linton  was  married  a  second  time,  (Oc- 
tober 23,  1889.  to  Mary  Robeson,  of  Belvi- 
dere,  N.  J.  Of  four  children  born  of  this 
marriage,  two,  John  Hamilton  Linton  and 
Marion  R.  Linton,  survive,  while  Mary  Caro- 
line Linton  died  at  eight  years  of  age  and 
Maurice  Linton  died  in  infancy. 

J.-viMES  L.MRD,  superintendent  of  the  Shep- 
pler  Gas  Coal  Company  and  a  resident  of 
Fayette  county.  Pa.,  was  born  May  3,  1853, 
in  Sletlandshire,  Scotland,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Margaret  (Cowan)  Laird.  James 
Laird,  the  father,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Sletlandshire.  where  he  was  a  contractor  in 
mining,  and  had  charge  of  the  Grange 
Mouth  Coal  Company  on  the  banks  of  the 
Corson  river,  where  he  spent  his  life.  He 
was  a  Presbyterian  and  member  of  the  Order 
of  Free  Gardeners.  He  died  July,  1892,  and 
his  wife,  Margaret  (Cowan)  Laird,  was  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Jane  (Hodge)  Cowan. 
The  mother  of  Jane  Hodge  was  Margaret 
McChickie  (Taylor)  wife  of  John  Taylor. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  the   subject  of 
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this  sketch  was  James  Laird.  All  of  Mr. 
Laird's  ancestors  were  Scotch  Presbyterians. 
Of  the  children  born  to  James  and  ^Nlargar'-t 
Laird  were :  James,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  Jane,  wife  of  Alexander  McCollery, 
and  who  are  residents  of  Scotland ;  Divinia, 
wife  of  Alexander  Penman ;  Charles,  who  re- 
sides in  Allegheny  valley,  Pa.,  and  married 
Miss  Jane  Colson ;  Margaret,  wife  of  William 
JMartin ;  David,  single ;  John  and  Alexander. 
All  except  James  and  Charles  are  residents 
of  Scotland.  James,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  attended  the  schools  of  his  native 
place  until  ten  years  of  age,  when  he  started 
out  as  a  miner  at  the  Grange  Mouth  coal 
works,  where  he  remained  until  1877,  when 
he  became  a  contractor  at  the  Condon 
works,  where  he  remained  for  one  year. 
From  there  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
landing  in  1880,  locating  in  the  Mononga- 
hela  coal  belt  and  engaged  in  mining.  In 
1882  Mr.  Laird  was  made  assistant  mine  boss 
for  W.  M.  Robbins  &  Co.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1890,  when  he  came  to  Shep- 
pler,  accepting  a  situation  as  superintendent, 
opening  up  and  operating  the  Sheppler  coal 
mines,  remaining  in  that  capacity  until  1897. 
He  then  took  charge  of  the  electric  machin- 
ery for  the  Sheppler  Gas  Coal  Company, 
owned  and  operated  by  Young  Bros.,  of 
Cleveland  and  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.  ^Ir.  Laird 
has  recently  been  made  superintendent  of 
the  entire  interests  of  that  company,  operat- 
ing with  several  hundred  men.  He  is  a 
member  of  Stephen  Bayard  Lodge,  No.  526, 
F.  and  A.  M.,  at  Elizabeth  ;  also  a  member 
of  Coal  Valley  Lodge  of  C)dd  Fellows  of  the 
same  place,  and  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P., 
Youghiogheny  Lodge,  at  Coal  Valley,  and 
the  Golden  Willow  Lodge  of  the  Order  of 
the  Free  Gardeners  of  Scotland.  Mr.  Laird 
is  a  Presbyterian.     He  was  married  to  INIiss 


Margare't  Gordon  JNIcIntosh,  daughter  of 
Gordon  and  Isabella  (Stevenson)  Mcintosh, 
of  Scotland,  February  23,  1876.  Mrs.  Laird's 
father  was  born  in  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land. Five  children  were  born  to  their 
union :  James,  who  married  Miss  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Boyd  (one 
child  was  born  to  them,  named  Francis 
Laird) ;  ]\Iargaret  (deceased) ;  Isabella,  Wil- 
liam Brown  and  Gordon  Mcintosh  Laird. 
Mr.  Laird  deserves  great  credit  for  the  suc- 
cess he  has  attained  by  his  systematic  busi- 
ness methods  and  is  held  in  very  high  es- 
teem by  all  classes  of  the  community.  He 
owns  valuable  property  in  Monessen.  His 
family  is  at  present  residing  at  Brownsville. 

CoNKAD  Metz,  one  of  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  Belle  Vernon,  was  born  November 
28,  1865,  in  Hesse  Darmstadt,  Germany,  and 
is  a  son  of  Heinrich  and  Louisa  (Nizpel)  Metz 
of  the  town  of  Ober-Oflerden,  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  Ohm.  Conrad  Metz  attended  the 
village  school  of  his  native  town  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  fourteen,  when  he  left 
school  to  aid  his  mother  in  the  management 
of  the  hotel,  which  she  conducted  in  the  town 
cf  Ober-Oflerdcn.  When  he  reached  the  age 
of  sixteen,  some  years  prior  to  which  his 
father  having  died,  young  Metz,  with  that 
courage  which  has  been  characteristic  of  his  • 
whole  life,  decided  to  leave  home  and  cast 
his  lot  in  the  great  Republic  beyond  the  At- 
lantic. He  came  over  with  some  friends  and 
on  his  arrival  in  this  country  started  at  once 
for  Allegheny  county,  where  his  uncle,  whose 
name  was  Conrad  Metz  (his  father's  brother), 
resided.  There  he  rcmainc^l  for  one  year 
with  his  uncle,  who  was  a  gardener,  and  then 
entered  a  shop  in  South  Pittsburg  to  learn 
the  trade  of  barber.  After  being  there  'three 
years   the   owner   of   the   shop,   engaging  in 
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another  business,  sold  the  shop  to  Mr.  ]\tetz 
on  easy  terms,  whicli  lie  conducted  success- 
fully for  three  years,  when  he  sold  out.  Au- 
gust 15,  1888.  ^Ir.  Aletz  then  located  in  Belle 
A'ernon,  Pa.,  and  opened  a  shop  on  the  hill, 
remaining  there  two  years.  He  then  moved 
down  on  Main  street,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years,  and  from  which  place  he  removed 
to  a  large  business  block,  where  he  remained 
two  years.  In  February,  1893,  he  purchased  a 
valuable  piece  of  property  on  Main  street,  in 
Belle  Vernon,  which  is  located  in  the  center 
of  the  business  section  of  the  town,  where  he 
built  a  splendid  shop  and  residence  for  his 
family,  costing  several  thousand  dollars.  Mr. 
Metz  received  liberal  patronage  from  the 
best  people  of  Belle  A'ernon ;  is  possessed  of 
great  business  integrity  as  well  as  high  moral 
character,  and  no  man  in  Fayette  county  is 
more  worthy  of  success  than  Conrad  Metz. 
He  was  married  June  22,  1891,  to  ISIiss  Jes- 
sie, daughter  of  Elias  and  Kate  Browneller, 
who  live  near  Belle  \^ernon  in  West- 
moreland county.  Elias  Browneller  is  one 
of  the  prosperous  and  substantial  citizens  of 
this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  ]Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Metz  have  one  child,  Katie  Emma  Metz, 
born  June  19,  1893.  Mr.  Metz  is  a  Republi- 
can. Heinrich  Metz,  his  father,  was  born  in 
1840  in  Hesse  Darmstadt,  Germany.  His 
mother,  Louisa  (Nizpel)  Metz,  was  born  in 
the  same  locality.  The  ancestors  of  Mr. 
Metz  came  from  Alsace-Lorraine.  Heinrich 
]\Ietz  was  the  proprietor  of  a  hotel  at  Ober- 
Oflerden.  He  died  in  1876.  He  also  had 
farm  interests  and  was  a  member  of  the  Lu- 
theran church.  Louisa  Metz  was  born  in 
1843,  ^nfl  is  yet  living.  The  children  born 
to  Heinrich  and  Louisa  Metz  were :  Marie, 
\\  ho  resides  with  her  mother ;  Heinrich,  for- 
merly a  traveling  salesman,  but  at  present 
conducting    a    large    drygoods    and    notion 


business  in  his  native  town  of  Ober-Oflerden ; 
]\Iargaret,  at  home ;  Wilhelm,  associated  in 
business  with  his  brother  Heinrich ;  Conrad 
and  one  other.  Louisa  ^Nletz  was  married  a 
second  time,  her  last  husband  being  a  ]\Ir. 
Richber,  and  as  a  result  of  that  marriage 
there  were  two  children.  The  mother  of 
Conrad  Metz  is  conducting  a  hotel  at  Ober- 
Oflerden,  where  she  has  been  quite  success- 
ful in  business. 


a    leading 


William  Nelson  Empfield 
citizen  and  manager  of  the  Webster  Gas  Coal 
Company,  of  Rostraver  township,  West- 
moreland county,  was  born  in  June,  1866, 
at  Brush  valley,  Lidiana  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia. He  is  a  son  of  William  Harrison  and 
Margaret  M.  (Irwin)  Empfield.  William  H. 
Empfield  and  his  wife  were  born  in  Indiana 
county.  He  was  born  March  19,  1837,  and 
is  a  farmer.  Peter  Empfield,  our  subject's 
paternal  grandfather,  also  resided  in  Indiana 
county,  as  did  John  and  Catherine  Irwin,  his 
maternal  grandparents.  Mr.  William  H. 
Empfield  was  the  youngest  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren. He  was  a  soldier  in  Company  B, 
Eleventh  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserves. 
He  was  in  the  fight  at  the  Wilderness,  and 
niany  other  important  engagements.  He  was 
severely  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell, 
having  one  side  of  his  head  crushed  in,  was 
taken  off  the  battlefield  by  the  enemy,  but 
was  put  on  parole  after  nine  days,  and  taken 
to  the  army  hospital,  remaining  there  for  six 
months,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged, 
undergoing  an  operation  on  his  return  home, 
which  was  performed  by  Drs.  Stewart  and 
St.  Clair,  of  Indiana  county.  He  is  at  pres- 
ent a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Nine  children 
were  born  to  William  H.  and  Margaret  Emp- 
field :  Catherine  (died  in  infancy) ;  William 
Nelson,  Elizabeth  (wife  of  P.  I\I.  Bowers,  of 
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Sun  Cliff,  Indiana  county,  Pa.) ;  Gertrude, 
(wife  of  L.  M.  Mordick,  Brush  Valley,  Indi- 
ana county,  Pa.) ;  Jennie  (married  to  G.  H. 
Mordick,  of  Indiana  county) ;  Alta  (wife  of 
A.  Hoover,  Indiana  county) ;  Myrtle  V.  (at 
home  with  parents);  John  I.  (married  Miss 
Mamie  Finley,  and  resides  at  Sheppler,  Pa.), 
and  Harry  Banks,  unmarried,  who  lives  at 
home.  William  Nelson  Empfield  attended 
the  schools  of  his  native  county  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  he  left 
school  to  engage  in  farming,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  two  years.  When  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  accepted  a  situation  at  Fair  Port 
Harbor,  O.,  where  he  worked  in  the  iron  ore 
and  coal  mines,  remaining  there  for  one  year, 
when  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
foreman,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  one 
year,  and  then  was  made  assistant  manager, 
which  position  he  held  until  1897.  He  then 
accepted  the  position  of  general  manager  of 
the  Webster  Gas  Coal  Company,  having 
charge  of  several  large  mines,  employing 
from  eight  liundred  and  fifty  to  nine  hundred 
men.  He  located  in  Belle  Vernon  in  1898. 
Mr.  Empfield  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Ma- 
son. He  is  a  member  of  Temple  Lodge,  No. 
28,  F.  and  A.  M. ;  Paynesville  Chapter,  No. 
46;  Eagle  Commandery,  No.  29,  of  Paynes- 
ville ;  Lake  Erie  Consistory  and  Alkoran 
Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Cleveland.  Mr. 
Empfield  was  married  February  27,  1889,  to 
Miss  Nellie  G.  Shaffer,  daughter  of  John  and 
Charlotte  Shaffer,  of  Indiana  county,  Pa. 
They  have  one  child,  Dale,  born  January  27, 
1890.  Mr.  Empfield  is  a  Republican,  and 
served  as  county  chairman  of  the  Republi- 
can connnittee  of  Lake  county,  O.,  for  six 
years.  He  was  nominated  for  sheriff  of  Lake 
county,  O.,  but  refused  the  nomination.  He 
was  elected  mayor  on  the  Republican  ticket 
of  Paynesville,  O.,  which  office  he  filled  until 


he  left  the  State  in  1898.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of  his 
party.  He  is  a  man  of  splendid  character, 
and  a  valuable  addition  to  tlie  citizenship  of 
Belle  Vernon. 

Samubl  Bishop  Grah.^m,  one  of  Fayette 
county's  representative  and  most  substantial 
citizens,  was  born  April  7,  1850,  in  Robinson 
township,  Alleglieny  countv,  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Bishop) 
Graliam.  The  father,  Jolm  Graham,  was  born 
in  County  Down,  Ireland,  in  1808,  and  came 
to  this  country  with  his  parents  in  1817  and 
located  in  Philadelphia.  The  father  of  John 
and  grandfather  of  Samuel  Bishop  Graham 
was  James  Graham,  who  located  in  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  remained  until  his  death.  John 
Graham  was  a  blacksmith  in  Philadelphia, 
where  he  remained  imtil  1840,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Pittsburg,  where  he  owned  a  shop 
and  was  engaged  in  his  business  until  1879, 
when  he  died.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Bishop,  of  Philadelphia,  who  was  born  in 
1809  and  died  in  1884.  There  were  born  to 
John  and  ]\Iary  Graham  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Thomas,  who  is  a  resident  of  Seward, 
Neb.:  William,  deceased,  of  Pittsburg; 
John  A.,  a  resident  of  L'^nion  Run  P. 
O.,  Allegheny  county,  Pa. :  Albert,  of  Crof- 
ton,  Allegheny  county,  a  manufacturer ; 
Frank  A.  Graham,  a  bookkeeper  in  Pitts- 
burg, and  ]\Iar_\-,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
James  R.  Bly.  John  Graliam,  the  father,  was 
a  member  of  vSt.  Clair  Lodge,  No.  362,  Odd 
Fellows,  Pitts1)urg,  and  a  member  of  the  M. 
E.  church.  William  and  John  Graham, 
brothers  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  were 
both  soldiers  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war  and  served  in  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ments. Sanuiel  B.  Graham,  the  subject  of 
this   sketch,   attended   the   public   schools   of 
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Allegheny  county  until  he  was  seventeen 
years  old,  when  he  went  to  work  in  a  black- 
smith's shop,  remaining  there  for  four  years. 
He  then  entered  the  steel  mill  of  Singer, 
Minnick  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  where  he  remained 
for  nine  years.  In  1882  Mr.  Graham  located 
at  Tremont,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mononga- 
hela  river,  one  mile  from  Belle  Vernon,  in 
Fayette  county,  where  he  became  superin- 
tendent and  manager  of  the  Tremont  coal 
mines  for  John  A.  \\'ood  &  Co.,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  filled  for  seventeen  years.  Mr. 
Graham  was  married  May  13,  1875,  to  Miss 
Lillian  E.,  daughter  of  Matthew  and  Rebecca 
(Coots)  Grier,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  ]\Iatthew 
Grier  was  a  magistrate  and  alderman  of  the 
Thirty-sixth  ward  of  Pittsburg.  He  was  born 
in  1807  and  died  in  1886,  and  his  wife,  who 
was  born  in  1816,  is  still  living.  The  sons 
and  daughters  born  to  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Grier 
were :  Mary,  wife  of  William  Stewart,  re- 
sides in  California ;  Xancy,  married  Wil- 
liam Batt}-,  Methodist  minister  of  Marshall, 
Mo. ;  Jennie,  wile  of  George  Purvis,  of  Abe- 
line,  Kan.,  and  Lillian  E.,  wife  of  Samuel 
Graham,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Robert, 
of  Empire,  Col.,  and  George,  who  was  a  sol- 
dier in  company  G,  One  Hundred  and  For- 
tieth Regiment  of  Infantr}",  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  died  while  in  service.  The 
Griers  were  Methodists.  There  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  four  daughters  and 
two  sons :  Eva  May,  married  W.  A.  Mitch- 
ner,  of  Belle  Vernon,  now  in  the  bank  of  S. 
F.  Jones  &  Co. ;  William,  a  graduate  of  the 
California  Normal  school,  and  a  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  of  Belle  Vernon ;  Ella,  El- 
mer, Anna  and  Charles,  at  home  and  attend- 
ing school  at  Belle  Vernon.  !Mr.  Graham 
is  a  member  of  Gummert  Lodge,  No  252,  F. 
and  A.  M.,  at  Fayette  City,  and  Belle  Vernon 
Lodge,  of  the  Order  of  ^laccabees.     He  has 


been  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  church  since 
1872,  and  is  at  present  trustee  and  steward 
of  the  M.  E.  church  at  Belle  Vernon.  He  is 
a  Republican  and  takes  an  active  part  for  the 
success  of  his  party  yet  has  never  been  an 
aspirant  for  office.  Mr.  Graham  has  charge 
of  a  business  which  gives  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  men.  His  success  has  been 
attained  through  honesty  and  fidelity  to  duty, 
which  fact  is  attested  by  the  long  period  of 
unbroken  service  in  the  position  he  fills. 

William  Tvrell,  a  leading  man  and  citi- 
zen of  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  and  proprietor  of 
the  Central  hotel,  was  born  in  Ireland  June 
15,  1854,  and  came  to  Pittsburg  in  the  spring 
of  1870,  obtaining  a  position  with  Jones  & 
Laughlin,  where  he  remained  for  eleven 
years.  He  was  then  employed  by  Sanky 
Bros.,  where  he  learned  the  brick  trade  ;  re- 
mained there  for  three  years,  when  he  en- 
tered the  firm  of  Keeling  &  Son,  manufactur- 
ers of  brick,  being  in  charge  of  that  business 
for  five  years.  After  that  he  located  in  Char- 
Itroi,  there  having  charge  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  brick  that  was  used  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  Charleroi  plate  glass  factory,  at 
which  he  was  engaged  two  years.  Then  for 
the  next  three  years  Mr.  Tyrell  conducted 
a  hotel  in  Charleroi,  and  in  1896  opened  the 
Central  hotel  in  Belle  Vernon,  which  he  has 
conducted  profitably  up  to  the  present  time. 
He  has  a  host  of  friends  and  a  liberal  patron- 
age. He  has  been  a  member  of  K.  of  P. 
since  1874;  joined  South  Side  Lodge,  No. 
158,  of  Pittsburg,  but  has  since  transferred 
his  membership  to  Charleroi  Lodge,  No. 
363,  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs  in  the  lodge 
three  times.  Mr.  Tyrell  is  also  a  member 
of  I.  O.  O.  F.  of  Charleroi  and  a  charter 
member  of  the  same;  a  member  of  Com- 
pany 57,  Uniform  Rank  of  Knights  of  Py- 
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thias,  Sixth  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania,  be- 
ing captain  of  the  company  for  two  years, 
and  a  member  of  the  Fraternities'  Accident 
Order  of  Philadelphia.  He  is  a  Republican, 
but  has  never  aspired  to  any  office.  He  is  a 
n'an  of  more  than  ordinary  business  ability. 
He  was  married  in  1877  to  Miss  Martha  Da- 
vidson and  five  children  were  born  to  them : 
Arthur,  born  in  Pittsburg,  February  2,  1880; 
^^'illiam,  born  in  1878,  and  died  when  two 
years  of  age ;  May,  born  in  May,  1882 ; 
Frank;  and  Sadie,  born  in  1892  ;.t  Charleroi, 
Pa.  Mr.  Tyrell  started  life  entirely  on  his 
own  resources  and  by  industry  and  energy 
has  accumulated  valuable  property  and  is 
universally  esteemed  for  his  many  admirable 
qualities. 

William  Elliott  Cook  (deceased),  who 
was  a  prominent  and  leading  citizen  of 
Washington  township,  Fayette  county,  was 
born  in  the  above  township  January  13,  1817, 
at  the  Cook  homestead,  known  as  the  man- 
sion. He  was  a  son  of  James  and  Mary 
(Bell)  Cook.  James  Cook  was  born  in  1772 
near  the  site  of  the  Cook  mansion.  His 
father,  Colonel  Edward  Cook,  was  born  in 
1 741  in  Chester  county,  Pa.,  was  a  member 
of  the  Continental  congress,  and  one  of  the 
first  settlers  and  foremost  citizens  of  West- 
ern Pennsylvania.  He  drafted  the  first 
Declaration  of  Independence  (See  Journal  of 
Congress,  Vol.  2,  page  230).  In  1770  he 
settled  in  Washington  township,  Fayette 
county,  where  he  was  one  of  the  largest  land 
holders  in  the  county.  He  began  the  "Man- 
sion" in  1 77 1,  and  completed  it  in  1776.  He 
was  commander  of  the  Continental  forces  for 
Western  Pennsylvania,  and  an  intimate 
fiiend  of  General  George  Washington,  who 
was  a  frequent  visitor  at  his  home.  The 
steps  in  front  of  the  "Mansion"  remain  to 


the  present  day  on  which  General  Washing- 
ton delivered  an  address  to  a  large  assembly 
of  people,  and  are  made  fauKuis  by  the  event. 
Colonel  Cook  was  also  an  intimate  friend  of 
Albert  Gallatin.  James  Cook,  the  father  of 
William  Elliott  Cook,  married  Miss  j\Iary 
Bell,  who  was  of  Irish  descent.  The 
Cooks  are  of  Scotch  descent.  Mr.  Cook 
was  married  in  1861  to  Miss  Henrietta,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Amanda  (Rose) 
Cook,  but  the  famiUes  were  not  related.  The 
maternal  grandmother  of  William  Cook,  who 
married  a  Rose,  was  a  sister  to  President 
McKinley's  grandmother.  Four  children 
were  born  to  William  Elliott  and  Henrietta 
Cook :  Marcus  Crawford,  of  Belle  Vernon ; 
Rosa  Belle  and  Mildred,  deceased,  and  Fran- 
cis Padden.  William  Elliott  Cook  was  a 
prominent  citizen  of  the  county,  enjoying  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Home  Guard  and  was  tax 
collector  and  school  director,  and  tilled  vari- 
ous offices  of  trust.  He  was  a  Mason  for 
more  than  forty  years  and  in  religious  belief 
was  a  Presbyterian.  Colonel  Edward  Cook, 
his  grandfather,  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Rehoboth  church.  William  Cook  died  Octo- 
ber 13,  1898.  He  was  a  liberal  man  and 
generous  to  a  fault.  Francis  P.  Cook,  the 
son  of  W.  E.  Cook,  attended  the  schools  of 
Washington  township  and  a  preparatory 
school  in  Beverly,  N.  J.,  from  which  he  en- 
tered Washington  and  Jefferson  college  in 
the  fall  of  1887,  remaining  there  until  the 
spring  of  1889.  In  ihe  fall  of  1890  Mr.  Cook 
entered  the  dental  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  graduating  in  the 
class  of  1892.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
located  in  Cleveland,  O..  where  he  practiced 
his  profession  until  the  declaration  of  war 
between  this  country  and  Spain,  when  he  en- 
listed   in    Troop    G,    First    Ohio    Volunteer 
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Cavalry,  as  a  private ;  was  mustered  out  at 
Columbus,  O.,  as  acting  first  sergeant.  He 
was  at  Chickamauga,  Lakeland,  Fla.,  and 
Huntsville,  Ala.  He  is  a  Presbyterian  in  re- 
ligious belief,  and  a  Republican  in  politics. 

S.  Fell  Jones,  a  prominent  citizen  and  a 
member  of  the  banking  firm  of  S.  F.  Jones 
iS:  Co.,  of  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  was  born  June 
2,  1835,  in  Rostraver  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  son  of 
Sanuiel  Jones  and  Jane  (Fell)  Jones.  Samuel 
Jones  was  born  in  iSoo  in  Washington  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  and  was  a  farmer.  He  located  in 
Rostraver  township,  Westmoreland  covinty, 
about  1825,  three  miles  from  Belle  Vernon, 
where  he  remained  until  his  decease,  as  the 
result  of  an  accident  in  1867.  He  was  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  M.  E.  church,  a  steward 
and  a  member  of  the  building  committee  of 
the  Fell  M.  E.  church,  which  still  stands  in 
Rostraver  township.  The  father  of  Samuel 
Jones  and  grandfather  of  subject,  was  Wil- 
liam Jones,  a  resident  of  Washington  county, 
where  he  died  about  1855  at  the  age  of 
ninety-nine  years  and  ten  months.  He  came 
to  Washington  county,  Pa.,  from  near  Balti- 
more, Md.  He  owned  a  very  large  estate 
near  what  is  known  as  Ginger  Hill,  in  Wash- 
ington county,  and  was  one  of  the  wealthiest 
and  most  influential  men  of  his  day,  and  the 
estate  is  still  the  property  of  his  descend- 
ants. He  was  twice  married,  both  times  in 
Washington  county.  He  was  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church.  The  children 
of  William  Jones  were :  John,  Elijah,  Jesse, 
William,  Samuel,  Mary,  wife  of  Jos.  Alex- 
ander, of  ]\Ionongahela  City,  Pa. ;  Delilah, 
wife  of  Rev.  James  Mills;  Rose  Ann,  wife  of 
Hull  Williams ;  Ruth,  who  was  never  mar- 
ried. The  mother  of  S.  Fell  Jones  was  Jane 
Fell,  who  was  born  March   16,  1805,  on  a 


farm  near  Webster,  in  Westmoreland  countv, 
Pa.  The  father  of  Jane  Fell  was  Benjamin 
Fell,  who  was  born  October  28,  1765.  The 
wife  of  Benjamin  and  mother  of  Jane  Fell 
was  Mary  Geyer,  who  died  August  17,  1853, 
at  an  advanced  age.  The  father  of  Benjamin 
Fell  and  great-grandfather  of  S.  Fell  Jones, 
was  Benjamin  Fell,  who  was  born  April  11, 
1739,  died  April  11,  181 1.  He  married  Re- 
becca Kesner,  of  Plumbstead,  Bucks  county. 
Pa.  She  died  in  1815.  The  first  of  the  Fells 
of  whom  we  have  any  knowledge  were  John 
and  Margaret  Fell,  of  Longlands,  England. 
Joseph  Fell,  the  first  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try, was  born  at  Longlands  in  the  parish  of 
Uldale,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  Eng- 
land ;  was  a  son  of  Joim  and  Margaret  Fell. 
Joseph  Fell  was  born  October  19,  1668,  and 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  as  a 
carpenter.  He  married  Bridget  Wilson,  and 
after  her  death  he  married  Elizabeth  Doyle, 
of  Middle  township,  Bucks  county,  Pa.  The 
Fells  of  this  countrj'  all  trace  their  ancestry 
to  Joseph  Fell,  of  Bucks  county,  and  they 
derive  their  name  from  Furness  Fells,  the 
general  name  for  High  Furness  in  England. 
They  were  of  the  most  ancient  families  of 
Furness.  The  Fells  of  Redman  Hall  had 
been  known  to  have  been  there  for  nineteen 
generations.  Another  family  of  the  same 
rank  and  doubtless  of  the  same  antiquity 
were  the  Fells  of  Hawkswell,  and  from  the 
latter  Judge  Thomas  Fell,  of  Swarthmore 
Hall,  was  descended.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  ancestors  of  the  Fells  of  this  country 
were  descendants  of  the  same  family.  The 
latter  trace  their  ancestry  to  1600,  when 
many  of  them  joined  the  "Friends."  The 
ancestral  estate  of  the  Fells  was  designated 
as  Longlands.  The  ancestral  home  of  Jo- 
seph Fell  is  about  seventeen  miles  from  Kes- 
wick, at   Carlisle  P.  O.     The  house  is  long 
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and  solidly  built  of  sandstone ;  the  estate  has 
been  in  the  Fell  family  for  more  than  six 
hundred  years.  The  present  edifice  was  built 
in  1.688.  To  Samuel  and  Jane  Fell  Jones  were 
born  four  children:  William,  born  June  17, 
1829;  he  is  a  member  of  the  banking  firm  of 
S.  F.  Jones  &  Co.,  of  Belle  Vernon ;  he  has 
large  interests  and  is  one  of  Westmoreland 
count3's  most  substantial  citizens ;  he  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  church  and  a  Democrat 
in  politics ;  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Sheppler. 
To  them  were  born  the  following  children : 
Joseph,  of  the  banking  house  of  S.  Fell 
Jones  &  Co. ;  Samuel,  a  contractor,  who 
operates  the  planing  mill  (Belle  Vernon),  and 
Ella,  wife  of  E.  L.  Sears,  a  merchant  of  Belle 
Vernon ;  Mary  Angelina  Jones,  was  born 
June  5,  1831,  wife  ol  Dr.  James  P.  Watson, 
of  Belle  Vernon,  late  of  Shaner  station,  Al- 
legheny county.  Pa. ;  James  S.  Jones,  born 
March  19,  1833,  married  Miss  Sarah  Ann 
Findley,  of  Rostraver  township.  Pa.  S.  F. 
Jones  (subject)  attended  the  common  and 
select  schools  of  the  county.  He  also  studied 
with  the  view  of  entering  on  the  banking 
business,  in  which  he  afterwards  engaged. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  E.,  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and 
Mary  (Williams)  Thomas.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Jones  was  a  prominent  farmer  and  a 
native  of  Washington  county.  Pa.  Mrs. 
Jcnes  is  a  highly  educated  lady,  having  re- 
ceived her  education  at  Washington  semi- 
nary, Washington,  Pa.  They  lived  on  the 
farm  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Belle 
\'ernon,  where  the  J.  H.  Somers  coal  mines 
are  located,  ten  years  after  marriage.  Mr. 
Jones  sold  his  farm  in  1872  and  established 
the  banking  firm  of  S.  F.  Jones  &  Co.,  at 
Belle  Vernon,  which  is  one  of  the  soundest 
and  most  substantial  financial  institutions  of 
this  section  of  the  State.     The  Belle  Vernon 


Light  and  Heat  Company,  of  which  Mr. 
Jones  is  president  and  general  manager,  was 
the  pioneer  company  in  the  development  of 
natural  gas  in  the  Maple  Creek  district,  and 
later  developed  the  Rostraver  township  gas 
field.  The  company  became  interested  in  the 
development  of  natural  gas  in  1886,  and  laid 
a  pipe  line  to  Belle  Vernon  in  the  fall  of 
1887.  Mr.  Jones  has  been  president  and 
general  manager  ever  since.  The  company 
supplies  Belle  Vernon,  Fayette  City,  Mones- 
sen,  North  and  West  Belle  Vernon  and  other 
points  along  the  river,  and  also  furnishes  gas 
to  some  of  the  large  manufacturing  plants. 
Mr.  Jones  is  also  president  and  general  man- 
ager of  the  Fayette  City  Natural  Gas  Com- 
pany. He  was  the  chief  promoter  and  a 
large  stockholder,  and  is  president  of  the 
Belle  Vernon  Water  Company.  He  also  de- 
voted much  time  in  securing  rights  of  way 
and  in  encouraging  the  building  of  the  Mc- 
Keesport  and  Belle  ^'ernon   R.   R. 

The  firm  of  S.  Fell  Jones  and  Co.  is  com- 
posed of  S.  Fell  Jones,  William  J.,  a  brother, 
and  Joseph  J.,  son  of  William  J.  The  firm, 
in  partnership  with  Samuel  J.  (the  latter  a 
son  of  William  J.),  owns  and  operates  the 
Belle  Vernon  planing  mills.  S.  F.  Jones  is 
president  of  the  Belle  Vernon  Bridge  Co. 
The  firm  owns  a  large  amount  of  real  estate 
in  Belle  Vernon  and  elsewhere.  Mr.  Jones 
owns  valuable  interests  and  is  classed  with 
the  leading  and  most  substantial  business 
men  of  Fayette  county,  and  bears  an  envi- 
able reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  since  1861.  In  1865  he  was  elected 
elder  of  Rehoboth  church,  and  when  the 
Belle  Vernon  church  was  organized  in  1873 
he  was  elected  to  the  same  office,  which  place 
he  still  fills.  He  represented  his  church  at 
the  assembly  at  Portland,  Ore.,  in  1893.     He 
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has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school  for  twenty-five  years.  Air.  Jones,  while 
never  active  in  poUtics,  has  l^een  a  Hfelong 
RepubHcan.  He  is  a  member  of  Belle  Ver- 
non Lodge,  Xo.  252,  Royal  Arcanum.  A 
splendid  bank  building  was  erected  in  1S73, 
but  twent}-  years  later  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  the  present  imposing  bank  and  residence 
of  Mr.  Jones  were  built  on  the  same  site.  Mr. 
Jones  combines  thorough  painstaking  with 
great  enterprise  and  executive  ability.  He 
is  always  active  for  the  public  good  and  is 
prominent  in  all  of  Belle  Vernon's  most  im- 
portant affairs.  His  manner  is  quiet  and  un- 
ostentatious, but  the  most  casual  observer 
cannot  fail  to  be  impressed,  even  after  a 
short  conversation,  that  Mr.  Jones  is  a  man 
with  a  great  reserve  force  and  that  he  is  a 
safe  adviser  for  any  community.  Air.  Jones 
is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution 
and  his  application  was  as  follows : 

"S.  Fell  Jones,  great-grandson  of  Benja- 
min Fell,  born  April  11,  1739,  died  April  11, 
181 1  ;  married  Rebecca  Kesler,  of  Plumb- 
stead,  Bucks  county,  Pa.  Grandson  of  Ben- 
jamin Fell,  born  November  28,  1765,  in 
Bucks  county.  Pa.,  and  a  son  of  Jane  (Fell) 
Jones.  Claims  membership  on  his  mother's 
side.  Benjamin  Fell  is  the  ancestor  who  as- 
sisted in  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States,  as  follows :  Their  first  residence  was 
in  Buckingham,  and  all  their  children  were 
born  there.  Their  second  home  was  in  West- 
moreland county.  Pa.,  on  a  hill  overlooking 
the  Alonongahela  river,  about  one  mile  from 
Webster  and  four  miles  from  West  Newton. 
He  was  a  manufacturer  of  cotton  and  leather 
goods,  and  when  he  saw  Washington's  men 
barefoot  and  suffering  as  they  passed  on  the 
march  in  December,  1777,  he  offered  his  sup- 
plies and  premises  to  the  General  until  all 


the  leather  was  made  up.  His  grandson, 
Benjamin  Fell  Beazell,  who  died  in  1886, 
well  remembered  hearing  his  mother,  Re- 
becca Fell  Beazell,  tell  of  seeing  her  father's 
home  filled  from  cellar  to  garrett  with  Con- 
tinental soldiers  making  and  mending  shoes 
for  the  bare-footed  soldiers  at  Valley  Forge. 
For  this  brave  act  the  British  offered  a  re- 
ward of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  for  his  head 
and  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  head  of  his 
son  John,  and  they  took  refuge  in  Wash- 
ington's lines.  His  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
the  colonists  seemed  to  conflict  with  the 
peace  principles  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
as  about  this  time  he  lost  his  membership. 
It  is  said  that  some  years  after  the  Friends 
offered  to  reinstate  him  provided  that  he 
would  make  a  statement  that  he  was  sorry 
for  the  interest  he  had  taken  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  He  replied  that  he  was  a  citi- 
zen of  this  country  and  had  done  only  what 
he  had  conceived  to  be  his  duty,  and  what 
little  he  had  done  had  aided  us  in  gaining 
our  independence,  and  he  was  proud  of  it. 
He  afterwards  joined  the  Alethodist  church, 
as  did  most  of  his  children.  His  noble  char- 
acter. Christian  integrity  and  patriotism 
seem  still  to  live  in  the  memory  of  his  de- 
scendants. He  was  a  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  in  1781.  In 
1794,  when  General  Washington  sent  his 
friend.  General  Lee,  with  troops  to  Western 
Pennsylvania  to  quell  the  whisky  rebellion, 
during  the  parley  which  preceded  the  times 
of  peace.  General  Lee  with  his  staff  made  his 
headquarters  in  the  house  of  Benjamin  Fell. 
In  the  old  structure  known  as  Fells  M.  E. 
church,  Benjamin  Fell  worshiped,  being  one 
of  the  first  members,  and  in  this  quiet  grave- 
yard he  lies  buried,  a  modest  stone  marking 
the  spot,  with  this  inscription.   'To  the  mem- 
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ory  of  Benjamin  Fell,  a  patriot  and  a  Chris- 
tian ;  a  friend  of  Washington  and  a  friend  of 
God.'  " 

James  H.  McKnight,  a  prominent  farmer 
and  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
Washington  township,  is  a  son  of  William 
and  Mahalla  (Minniard)  McKnight.  William 
McKnight  was  born  April  3,  1822,  east  of 
Uniontown  on  the  mountain  near  the  Na- 
tional Road.  He  resides  on  the  New  Salem 
road  near  the  Jasper  Thompson  homestead, 
one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  county 
home.  The  father  attended  the  common 
schools  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  began 
work  in  a  coal  mine,  and  continued  at  same 
until  he  was  fifty-six,  when  he  bought  the 
farm  on  which  he  lives  and  has  since  been 
engaged  in  farming.  Henry  McKnight,  the 
father  of  William  and  grandfather  of  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  came  to  this 
country  when  about  six  months  old.  He 
was  by  trade  a  charcoal  burner,  and  came  to 
Fayette  county,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death  in  1872,  aged  eighty-seven  years.  Ma- 
halla (Minniard)  McKnight  was  born  Feb. 
10,  1828,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Esther  Minniard.  The  paternal  grandmother 
of  James  ]\IcKnight  was  a  Miss  Washbaugh, 
of  German  descent.  William  McKnight  had 
five  sons ;  Thomas,  John  and  James,  de- 
ceased, and  Henry  and  William,  living. 
There  were  born  to  the  grandparents  of 
James  McKnight  ten  children.  William  Mc- 
Knight was  married  in  1845  to  Mahalla  Min- 
niard, and  six  sons  and  one  daughter  were 
born  to  bless  that  union :  Arthur,  a  resident 
of  Menallen  township,  lives  with  William 
Thompson ;  Henry,  lives  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship, where  he  owns  a  valuable  farm ;  Allen 
S.,  resides  in  Menallen  township,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  mining;  Jesse,  resides  in  Washing- 


ton, Washington  county.  Pa.,  where  he  has 
charge  of  a  dairy;  John,  lives  in  Menallen 
township,  on  the  home  place  with  his  father ; 
James,  subject,  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  George 
Williams,  resides  in  Menallen  township.  ]\Ir. 
McKnight  was  married  December  6,  1877,  to 
Miss  Adaline,  daughter  of  Levi  B.  and  Mary 
G.  Stephens.  Levi  Stephens  was  a  descend- 
ant of  Levi  Stephens,  who  was  a  surveyor 
and  took  land  for  his  work  and  was  a  large 
property  owner.  He  was  a  son  of  John 
Stephens,  who  came  to  Fayette  county  and 
settled  in  Washington  township  about  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  period.  The  first 
of  the  Stephens  family  came  to  this  country 
from  Wales  and  settled  in  Bucks  county,  Pa. 
The  father  of  Levi  Stephens  was  Thomas 
Stephens,  and  his  father  was  Levi  Stephens, 
and  the  father  of  Levi  was  John  Stephens. 
Mary  G.  Stephens,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Mc- 
Knight, was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Grififith 
and  Esther  (Farquhar)  Griffith.  Samuel 
Griffith  was  a  surveyor.  Esther  Griffith  is  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Farquhar,  who  came  to 
Washington  township  from  ^Maryland.  Es- 
ther Griffith  is  in  her  ninety-seventh  year, 
and  has  two  sisters  ninety  and  ninety-three 
years  of  age  respectively.  ;\Ir.  McKnight 
has  lived  at  his  present  home  for  nearly  thir- 
ty years,  and  is  one  of  Fayette  county's  most 
honored  and  respected  citizens.  He  has  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres, 
wdiich  is  underlaid  with  coal.  Mr.  McKnight 
had  two  sisters,  one  living,  Elmira,  wife  of 
John  R.  Ruce,  of  Jefferson  township,  and 
Esther  Jane  (deceased),  who  married  John 
W.  Smith. 

Jaspkr  Coldron,  a  successful  farmer  and 
influential  citizen,  was  born  June  7,  1835,  in 
Washington  township,  and  is  a  son  of  Jesse 
and  Ann  (Stephens)  Coldron.    Jesse  Coldron 
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was  born  in  1787  in  Maryland,  and  came  to 
Fayette  county  when  a  small  boy.  He  was 
first  bound  to  John  Willetts,  and  later  to 
Samuel  Cope,  to  learn  the  scythe  and  sickle 
trade,  being  sixteen  years  old  when  bound  to 
the  latter.  Fie  married  Ann,  a  daughter  of 
Levi  and  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Stephens.  The 
father  of  Levi  Stephens  was  John  Stephens, 
who  came  to  Fayette  county  from  Bucks 
county,  Pa.,  and  was  of  Welsh  descent. 
Jesse  Coldron  was  for  many  years  engaged 
in  making  scythes,  etc.,  and  later  owned  the 
place  where  Jasper  Coldron  resides,  and  was 
engaged  in  farming.  The  scythe  works  stood 
in  front  of  the  house  where  Jasper  Coldron 
now  lives.  The  children  born  to  the  parents 
of  Jesse  Coldron  were  John,  Ennis,  William 
and  Hannah.  Nine  children  have  been  born 
to  Jesse  Coldron  and  his  wife :  Levi,  died 
in  infancy :  Ellis,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  ;  John,  married  Miss  Gould ;  Sarah,  mar- 
ried Mr.  Vail ;  Elizabeth,  married  Samuel 
Sheppler,  and  had  two  children ;  Mary,  mar- 
ried Harrison  Stuckslager,  resides  in  Iowa, 
and  has  one  child :  Jasper ;  Emily,  married 
Jesse  Vail,  and  died ;  and  Thomas,  deceased, 
who  never  married.  Jasper  Coldron  was 
married  July  13,  1873,  to  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Robert  Armstrong.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Coldron  was  a  Miss  Sample,  and  lived  near 
BVeeport,  Pa.,  on  the  Allegheny  river.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  Jasper  and  Margaret 
C,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Jesse,  born  1874, 
died  in  1886;  John,  born  1875,  lives  at  home ; 
William,  born  1877;  Martha,  born  1882; 
Mary,  born  1884;  Gordon,  born  1887:  and 
Sarah,  born  1S89.  Mr.  Coldron  attended  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  county,  after 
which  he  spent  several  terms  at  Alliance,  O.. 
where  he  attended  Mt.  Union  college.  In 
1858  he  entered  Dufif's  Business  college, 
Pittsburg,  where  he  graduated.     After  com- 
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pleting  his  education  he  returned  home  and 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1861  he  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  was  engaged  in  gold  min- 
ing; remained  there  twelve  years  and  then 
returned  to  his  home  in  Washington  town- 
ship, Pa.  Mr.  Coldron  was  married  in  Placer 
county,  Cal.,  when  the  lady  who  became  his 
wife  was  on  a  visit  from  her  home  in  Ohio 
to  her  sister.  Mr.  Coldron  returned  home 
and  has  been  farming  on  the  place  that  for- 
merly belonged  to  his  father ;  that  farm  con- 
tains one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  valu- 
able land  and  much  good  timber,  on  which 
he  has  placed  a  saw-mill.  Mr.  Coldon  is  a 
man  of  good  education  and  was  for  a  time 
a  teacher  in  the  public  schools.  He  is  scru- 
pulously honest  and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  the 
entire   community. 

Thomas  Edw.^rds. — Among  the  many 
good  citizens  of  Washington  township  there 
are  none  of  higher  character  than  Thomas 
Edwards,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
v,as  born  July  15,  1820,  in  South  Wales,  in 
Monmouthshire,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Mary  Edwards,  of  that  place.  Wilham  Ed- 
wards was  born  in  1798,  and  when  about 
twenty-two  years  old  enlisted  in  the  British 
army,  in  which  he  served  five  years.  The 
following  is  a  certificate  of  honorable  dis- 
charge :  "By  Colonel,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort,  commanding  the  Royal  Mon- 
mouth and  Brocon  Regiment  of  Militia: 
This  is  to  certify  that  the  bearer  hereof, 
William  Edwards,  private  in  Captain  C.  H. 
Powell's  company,  aged  twenty-seven  years ; 
five  feet  and  three  inches  high ;  born  in 
Parish  of  Hanover  in  the  County  of  Mon- 
mouth, and  a  laborer,  hath  served  honestly 
and  faithfully  in  the  above  mentioned  corps 
for  the  space  of  five  years,  but  is  now  here- 
by discharged,  he  having  completed  the  per- 
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iod  for  which  he  was  enrolled.  He  having 
received  all  just  demands  of  clothing,  pay 
and  arrears  of  pay  and  all  other  just  demands 
whatsoever,  from  the  time  of  his  joining  the 
aforesaid  regiment  and  company  to  the  date 
of  his  discharge  as  appears  by  his  receipt  on 
the  back  hereof.  Given  under  my  hand  and 
seal  of  the  Regiment  of  Monmouth,  this  the 
6th  day  of  January,  1816."  The  following  is 
the   receipt   on   tlie  back  of  the   discharge : 

"I,  William  Edwards,  do  acknowledge  to 
have  received  all  my  clothing,  pay  and  ar- 
rears of  pay,  and  all  other  demands  whatso- 
ever from  the  time  of  my  joining  the  regi- 
ment and  company  mentioned  on  the  other 
side  to  the  date  hereof.  As  witness  my  hand 
this  6th  day  of  January,  1816.  The  X  of 
WiUiam  Edwards.    John  Wall,  Serg.'' 

The  grandfather  of  Thomas  Edwards  was 
William  Edwards,  but  the  time  of  his  birth 
and  death  are  not  recorded.  Mary  Fannin, 
who  became  the  wife  of  William  Edwards, 
was  born  in  1764,  and  died  in  1805.  William 
Edwards,  Sr.,  great-grandfather  of  Thomas 
Edwards,  was  born  in  1708,  and  died  in  1770. 
His  wife  was  Alice  Edwards,  who  was  just  a 
few  years  younger  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two.  The  father  of  Thomas  Edwards 
was  married  in  1815,  one  year  before  leaving 
the  army,  to  Miss  Mary  Tracy,  a  native  of 
Talamond,  Ireland,  and  four  children  were 
Ijorn  to  them:  William,  l)orn  1817,  lived  and 
died  in  Monmouthshire ;  Thomas,  subject ; 
Jane,  born  in  1823,  married  to  Llewellen 
Williams,  l>oth  of  whom  died,  leaving  two 
daughters,  Mary  Jane  and  Emily,  residing  in 
Tilanavon,  England,  and  David,  who  was 
born  in  1826,  and  is  a  resident  of  Alon- 
mouthsliirc.  Thomas  Edwards  attended  the 
common  schools  of  his  county,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Fannin  in  1844,  and  their 
children  are:  William,  born  in  1845,  ^"  engi- 


neer on  the  river,  and  lives  with  his  father 
when  at  home ;  the  second  and  third  died 
early ;  Thomas  lives  at  Mahanoy,  Pa. ; 
Jane,  married  Otto  Werburg,  a  glass  blower ; 
Zodie  Ann,  married  Alonzo  Sheppler,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven ;  David,  re 
sides  on  an  adjoining  farm ;  Samuel,  at  home, 
and  Theophilus,  and  both  work  at  the  Trc- 
mont  coal  works.  Mr.  Edwards  came  to  the 
United  States  about  the  close  of  1854,  locat- 
ing first  at  South  Pittsburg,  Pa.  He  re- 
mained there  for  about  one  year,  when  he 
removed  to  Tremont,  where  he  resides  at 
present.  He  rented  the  farm  in  1879,  ^^'^'^ 
purchased  it  five  years  later,  now  owning 
two  farms,  one  of  seventy-five  and  the  other 
of  eighty-seven  acres.  Mr.  Edwards  is  an 
elder  in  the  Christian  church  at  Belle  Ver- 
non and  lias  been  connected  therewith  for 
forty  years.  He  devotes  much  time  to  in- 
structing tlie  young  people  in  vocal  music. 
He  visited  Wales  in  1889.  He  is  greatly 
esteemed  for  liis  many  good  qualities.  Hi5 
wife  was  born  in  1826  and  died  forty  years 
later.  • 

Noah  Gillktt  Lutz  (deceased),  was  born 
in  Washington  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  February  10,  1840.  He  was 
a  son  of  George  and  Martha  (Patton)  Lutz. 
George  Lutz  was  a  native  of  Washington 
township,  born  in  1798,  and  residing  here  all 
his  life.  His  wife  was  born  in  1802,  and 
died  in  1885.  Of  Mr.  Lutz's  children,  one 
died  in  infancy,  tlie  rest  attaining  their 
majority,  were :  Nancy,  David,  Porter,  Mar- 
tin, Martha,  Ellen,  Susan,  John  S.,  Noah, 
Josepliine,  George  Washington  and  Mary, 
the  widow  of  John  Wycoff.  Those  deceased 
were  Nancy,  Martin,  Susan,  Noah  and  Jo- 
sephine. Noah  Lutz  attended  the  common 
schools  of  the  county  and  taught  four  win- 
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ters  at  Summers  Hill  sclioolhouse  and  was 
at  the  same  time  engaged  in  farming  on  the 
place  where  the  family  now  reside.  He  mar- 
ried JNIiss  Isabella,  daughter  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Irwin)  Blackburn.  Mr.  Lutz's 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Irwin, 
a  daughter  of  Isaac  jNIcConnell  Irwin  and 
Isabella  (Powers)  Irwin,  and  her  father,  John 
Blackburn,  was  a  native  of  Westmoreland 
county,  who  located  in  Washington  township 
about  1855,  where  he  owned  a  farm  and  lived 
until  his  death  in  1890.  John  Blackburn  was 
born  November  25,  1822,  and  on  December 
22,  1846,  married  Margaret  Irwin,  who  was 
born  December  18,  1825.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  them :  Mary  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
George  Lutz,  of  Washington  township ;  John 
Irwin  Blackburn,  a  Presbyterian  minister  at 
Covington,  Ky. ;  Isabella ;  Loraine,  married 
H.  Wycoff,  deceased,  an  attorney  in  Union- 
town,  where  she  resides ;  Hester  Rebecca, 
married  J.  ?.  Slaughterbock ;  Anna  Mar- 
guerite, married  Jospeh  Finley,  who  resides 
near  V/ebster,  in  Westmoreland  county, 
and  James  Powers  Blackburn,  who  is  a 
physician  in  McKeesport,  Pa.  Noah  C. 
Lutz  was  married  to  Miss  Isabella  Black- 
burn Januar}-  5,  1871,  and  the  children  born 
to  them  were :  Edna  May,  born  June  26, 
1872,  married  Hallett  Gillett  Hough  in  1895, 
and  died  March  23,  1899,  leaving  one  child, 
Russel  B.;  Curtis,  born  December  12,  1876; 
has  charge  of  the  farm;  Loyal  Graham,  born 
January  6,  1880,  and  is  a  student  at  Wash- 
ington and  Jefferson  college,  and  Carl  Law- 
rence, born  July  6,  1884.  The  oldest  son, 
Curtis,  takes  great  pride  in  farming  and  the 
raising  of  fine  stock.  Noah  Lutz  was  t1ie 
owner  of  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the  town- 
ship, and  was  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 
He  bought  the  place  about  1871,  and  built 
the  present  residence.     He  was  a  Democrat, 


yet  strong  in  his  advocacy  of  prohibition. 
The  families  of  Lutz  and  Blackburn  have 
been  Presbyterians  for  several  generations. 

Jacob  Harris,  one  of  the  successful  farm- 
ers and  substantial  citizens  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty, was  born  June  11,  1838,  at  the  place 
where  he  now  resides  in  Perry  township.  He 
is  a  son  of  Captain  James  and  Rebecca 
(Masten)  Harris.  Captain  James  Harris  was 
born  in  Perry  township  i\Iay  17,  1795.  Re- 
becca (Masten)  Harris  was  born  in  1812. 
The  father  of  Captain  James  Harris  was  born 
in  1770  and  died  December  22,  1852.  He 
was  a  native  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  Fayette  county  in  1786 
and  located  in  Perry  township  in  the  stone 
building  known  as  the  Harris  homestead. 
The  great-grandfather  of  Jacob  Harris  was 
Benjamin  Harris,  who  was  born  in  England 
and  came  to  this  country,  locating  in  New 
Jersey,  where  he  married  a  German  girl  and 
reared  a  family,  which  had  grown  up  when 
the  Revolutionary  war  commenced.  Jacob 
Harris,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject,  mar- 
ried ^liss  Rebecca  ]\Iorford,  who  was  born 
in  1772,  and  died  in  1829.  Four  sons  and 
three  daughters  were  born  to  them :  Benja- 
min, who  lived  in  a  brick  building  on  part  of 
the  estate  of  the  first  Plarris  to  settle  in 
Perry  township ;  Captain  James  Harris,  lived 
on  part  of  the  estate  now  occupied  by  the  sub- 
ject ;  Isaac,  moved  to  Mercer  county,  where 
he  remained  until  his  death ;  Jacob,  located 
on  part  of  the  Harris  estate ;  one  daughter, 
never  married,  one  married  a  'Sir.  Perrine 
and  went  to  Washington  county.  Pa.,  while 
another  married  a  Mr.  Coon  and  moved  to 
Indiana ;  Captain  James  Harris  married 
]\Iiss  Rebecca  Masten,  a  daughter  of  Levi 
and  Sarah  Masten,  natives  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty. Pa.     The  father  of  Levi  Masten  was  a 
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native  of  Ireland  and  came  to  Fayette  coun- 
ty, locating  about  one  and  one-half  miles 
from  Fayette  City.  To  Captain  James  and 
Rebecca  Harris  were  born  four  children: 
Sarah  Ann,  who  married  David  Byers  and 
lives  in  Jefiferson  township,  born  October  i8, 
1841,  and  died  October  18,  1898;  Eliza  Jane, 
born  in  1844,  married  George  Grimm,  and 
lives  in  Perry  township,  and  Mary  V.,  born 
in  1850,  married  Samuel  Moss,  moved  to 
Sanders  county,  Neb.,  where  she  still  resides, 
and  Captain  James  Harris.  Captain  James 
Harris  attended  the  common  schools.  He 
was  elected  captain  of  the  Perry  Guards  in 
1835  and  filled  that  position  for  eight  years. 
He  was  a  very  influential  man  in  the  com- 
munity and  a  model  citizen,  which  fact  is  at- 
tested to  by  all  who  had  the  privilege  of 
knowing  him.  Captain  Harris  and  his  wiie 
were  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian church.  He  was  a  leading  Democrat. 
Benjamin  Harris,  the  great-grandfather, 
bought  a  large  tract  of  land  containing  eight 
hundred  acres,  which  was  known  as  the 
Lookwell  farm,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
in  the  possession  of  the  descendants  of  the 
first  Harris.  Jacob  Harris  attended  the 
township  schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  on  the  home  place.  He  married  June 
25,  1868,  Miss  Katharine  D.,  daughter  of 
Mordecai  and  Susan  Cochran.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harris  have  had  four  children :  Curtis 
Morford,  born  July  30,  1869,  married  Miss 
Sarah  Hildebrand,  daughter  of  Jacob  Hilde- 
brand,  and  has  two  children  living,  Martha 
D.,  born  1891,  and  James  J.,  born  1896; 
Orion  H.,  born  July  22,  1871,  died  February 
22,  1875 ;  Rebecca  Viola,  born  January  10, 
1874,  married  Edward  H.  Williams,  a  resi- 
dent of  Perryopolis  and  merchant  of  that 
place,  and  one  child  has  been  born  to  them, 


David  Warren;  and  David  Arthur,  born 
March  2,  1876,  and  at  home  and  single. 
Jacob  Harris  is  a  prominent  and  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  church,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  member  for  more  than  thirty  years. 
Mr.  Harris  is  a  staunch  Democrat.  He 
owns  a  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
ten  acres  and  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
his  communit}'.  The  Harris  family  was  rep- 
resented both  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and 
in  the  war  of  1812. 

Alpheus  Farquhar,  a  leading  citizen  and 
farmer  of  Fayette  county,  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington township,  January  15,  1831,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Moss)  Farquhar. 
William  Farquhar  was  born  November  8, 
1801,  in  Washington  township,  and  was  also 
a  farmer,  living  near  Fayette  City  all  his  life. 
He  died  January  29,  1856.  Sarah  (Moss) 
Farquhar,  the  wife  of  William  and  mother 
of  Alpheus,  was  born  south  of  Uniontown  in 
Fayette  county,  in  1801,  and  died  April  14, 
1886.  The  father  of  William  Farquhar  and 
grandfather  of  Alpheus  was  Robert  Farqu- 
har, born  July  13,  1766,  near  Frederick,  Md., 
and  died  July  22,  1822.  Robert  Farquhar 
was  married  to  Miss  Esther,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Dodson,  who  owned  a  large  part  of 
the  land  on  which  the  city  of  Frederick  is 
located.  Robert  Farquliar  was  married  in 
Maryland,  and  eight  children  blessed  that 
union:  Joseph,  born  1789,  died  1866;  Sarah, 
born  1798,  married  Benjamin  Brown,  died 
1835;  Mary,  born  1796,  married  Levi  Ste- 
phens, died  1885 ;  Robert,  born  1798,  mar- 
ried Mary  Masten,  died  1876;  William,  born 
1801,  married  Sarah  Moss,  died  1856;  Es- 
ther, born  March,  1803,  married  Samuel 
Griffith,  and  is  living  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
six;  Hannah,  born  1806,  married  Seneca  Mc- 
Crory,    and    died    October    22,    1899,    aged 
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ninety-three;  Rachel,  born  1809,  married 
Aaron  Bugher,  she  is  Hving  aged  ninety. 
V/ilHam,  Robert  and  Sarah  were  buried  in 
the  Providence  (Quaker)  burying  ground. 
Allen  Farquhar,  the  father  of  Robert  Far- 
quhar,  was  a  pioneer  of  jMaryland.  He  was 
the  son  of  ^^'illiam  Farquhar,  a  Quaker,  liv- 
ing in  Scotland  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
William  Farquhar  had  several  brothers, 
three  of  wliom  were  Quaker  ministers.  Wil- 
liam had  three  sons,  two  of  whom  came  to 
America  and  located  in  ^Maryland ;  both  were 
Quakers.  They  were  Allen  and  William 
Farquhar.  The  sons  of  ^^llliam  located  in 
York  count}^  Pa.,  where  the  name  is  well 
known.  Allen  married  Miss  Sarah  Moore, 
of  Frederick,  Md.,  and  to  them  in  Maryland 
were  born  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 
He  located  first  in  Washington  county.  Pa., 
near  the  West  Land  Quaker  church,  which 
is  said  to  have  been  there  in  1789,  but  soon 
removed  to  Washington  township,  Fayette 
county,  near  the  Griffith  home.  The  chil- 
dren of  Allen  Farquhar  were  as  follows : 
Thomas,  who  remained  in  Washington  coun- 
ty, near  Centreville ;  William,  who  went  to 
near  Richmond,  O.,  and  died  at  an  advanced 
age,  leaving  many  descendants ;  Samuel,  who 
went  to  Salem,  O.,  where  he  died  at  a  good 
old  age,  likewise  leaving  many  descendants ; 
Robert,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch :  IMary,  married  Joseph  Tolbert,  and 
lived  at  Richmond,  O.,  dying  at  the  age  of 
one  hundred  and  three ;  Sarah,  married 
Amos  Elliott,  went  to  Richmond,  O.,  where 
she  died  also  at  a  very  advanced  age ;  Ra- 
chel, married  Jeremiah  Cook,  went  to  Rich- 
mond, Ohio,  and  died  aged  ninety-eight 
years.  Sarah  (Moss)  Farquhar  was  the 
daughter  of  John  Moss  and  a  native  of 
Washington  county.  Pa.  She  died  in  rSSj, 
aged    eighty-five   years.     The   children   born 


to  William  and  Sarah  Farquhar  were: 
Angelina,  married  Stewart  Hands,  and  died 
1899  iri  Washington  county;  Alpheus  (sub- 
ject); William,  who  died  i]i  1897,  lived  in 
Illinois ;  Zimri,  who  lives  near  Fayette  City, 
Pa.,  and  Aaron  B.,  resides  in  Illinois  and  is 
a  farmer.  Alpheus  Farquhar  was  born  near 
where  he  resides,  about  a  mile  from  Fayette 
City.  He  attended  the  common  schools  and 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  has  been  a  farmer 
all  his  life.  He  was  married  in  1859  to  J\liss 
Sarah  C,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Wy- 
coff,  of  Fayette  county.  Six  children  were 
born  to  them :  James,  born  August  4,  1861, 
is  a  carpenter  and  lives  in  Charleroi,  Pa. ; 
William,  born  in  1865,  died  in  1868;  Elliott, 
born  May  28,  1868,  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing; Ida,  deceased,  was  born  in  1870;  Lo- 
rena,  born  March  11,  1875,  and  Leonora  F., 
married  Ernest  Lenhart,  who  resides  in 
Belle  Vernon,  and  is  captain  of  a  steamer. 
Mr.  Farquhar  is  not  only  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  count}-,  but  is  a  progressive 
farmer. 

William  Crombil,  an  energetic  and  pros- 
perous farmer  of  Washington  township, 
Fayette  county.  Pa.,  was  born  May  i,  1861, 
near  Lochleven,  Scotland,  Billingary  parish. 
Shire  of  Fife.  Robert  Crombie,  his  father, 
was  born  in  the  same  place  October  27,  1837, 
and  came  to  this  country  nine  vears  later 
with  his  parents  and  settled  at  McKeesport, 
Pa.,  remaining  there  until  1857.  William 
Crombie,  father  of  Robert  Crombie,  was 
born  in  1801,  and  was  about  fifty-three  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1854.  He 
married  Isabella  A.  Brash,  and  was  buried  at 
McKeesport,  while  his  wife  sleeps  at  Belle 
Vernon,  where  she  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-three. She  was  a  native  of  Scotland. 
There    were    born    to    them    nine    children. 
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Those  who  Hved  to  maturity  were :  James, 
Isabella,  Alexander,  Marguerite,  John,  Rob- 
ert and  Mary.  John  lives  in  Webster,  West- 
moreland county,  Pa.,  where  his  sons  are 
in  business.  Alexander,  the  eldest,  lives  in 
Ohio,  and  Marguerite  lives  in  Belle  Vernon. 
Robert  Crombie  attended  the  schools  of  his 
native  country  and  also  those  of  this  coun- 
try. He  was  married  in  i860,  to  Miss  Isa- 
bella Anderson,  a  daughter  of  Lawrence  and 
Arrnott  Anderson,  of  Scotland.  He  remained 
in  that  country  until  1881,  when  he  returned 
to  this  country  with  his  family,  where  his 
wife  died  in  1879.  The  children  born  to 
Robert  and  Isabella  Crombie  were:  William 
Lawrence,  born  December,  1862,  died  when 
eighteen  years  of  age ;  Bessie,  born  July, 
1864,  married  Otho  Furlong,  of  Charleroi ; 
Robert,  born  July,  1865,  resides  in  St.  Louis, 
v/here  he  is  a  prominent  and  successful  dry- 
goods  merchant;  Isabella,  born  in  1867,  and 
died  when  twelve  years  old,  and  George, 
born  in  1871,  and  remained  in  his  native 
countr}',  where  he  is  an  undertaker  and  cabi- 
netmaker. Robert  Crombie  and  his  father 
spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in  min- 
ing in  this  country  and  in  Scotland.  William 
Crombie  (subject)  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Scotland.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  when  twenty  years  old,  locating  first 
at  Webster,  Westmoreland  county,  where  he 
remained  about  fifteen  years,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  living  near  his  present  resi- 
dence. He  married,  August  14,  1888,  Miss 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Abram  and  Catherine 
Hough,  of  Washington  township.  One  child 
was  born  to  them,  Maud  Arrnott,  born  June 
25,  1889.  Abram  Hough,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Crombie,  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county, 
October  10,  1803,  near  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  was 
a  farmer.  He  moved  to  Washington  town- 
ship with  his  parents  and  settled  where  John- 


son Hough  now  resides  in  the  Forks  of  Lit- 
tle Redstone.  David  Hough  was  a  farmer 
and  died  in  Jefferson  township,  and  his  son, 
Abram  Hough,  died  February  :;8,  1872,  at 
sixty-nine  years  of  age.  Abram  owned 
two  hundre^:l  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land, 
and  both  David  and  Abram  Hough  were 
prosperous  farmers.  Abram  was  a  Repub- 
lican and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  The  mother  of  Catherine  (Hough) 
Crombie  was  Catherine  Waltz,  a  daughter 
of  Jacob  Waltz,  a  prominent  farmer  of  ^^'est- 
nioreland  county,  who  resided  on  Big 
Sewickl}-  creek.  In  1896  Mr.  Crombie  pur- 
chased the  farm  on  which  he  lives,  which 
contains  seventy-three  acres  of  valuable 
land.  He  is  one  of  the  successful  farmers  of 
the  county  and  is  also  engaged  in  running  a 
dairy.  The  main  building  in  which  he  lives 
is  of  stone  and  was  erected  in  1801  ;  and  a 
part  was  burnt  prior  to  that  time.  His  farm 
is  one  of  the  oldest  and  finest  in  that 
section.  Mr.  Crombie  is  a  member  of  the 
Redstone  Presbyterian  church ;  also  of  the 
Christian  Endeavor  Society.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican, yet  exercises  the  right  to  support  the 
best  man  for  office,  regardless  of  his  politics. 
H^e  is  a  man  of  high  character  and  a  worthy 
representative  of  that  sturdy  class  of  people 
who  have  contributed  so  much  in  morality, 
industry  and  integrity  to  the  material  devel- 
opment of  this  country.  Mr.  Crombie's  ma- 
ternal grandparents,  Lawrence  and  Arrnott 
Anderson,  are  still  living  in  Scotland ;  the 
former  is  eighty-seven,  and  the  latter  is 
eighty-two  }-ears  of  age. 

WiLLiAjr  S.MiTH  Lynn  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  farmers  of  Fayette  county,  and 
was  born  May  26,  1867,  in  Washington  town- 
ship where  he  now  resides.  His  father  was 
William    Lynn,    who    was   born    August    25, 
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1828,  in  the  county  and  township  named  and 
died  October  10,  1869.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Ma- 
tilda (Bailey)  JMurphy,  who  was  born  May 
31,  1837,  and  died  November  22,  1897.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Lynn,  was  born 
on  the  place  where  William  S.  Lynn  resides, 
on  September  9,  1794,  and  married  Miss 
Drusilla  Curry,  of  Fayette  City ;  whose  father 
married  Nancy  Allen,  of  Washington  county, 
and  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Monongahela  river,  opposite 
Fayette  City.  Of  the  children  who  were 
born  to  John  and  Drusilla  Lynn,  all  are 
dead  except  Denton  and  Andrew,  the  former 
living  at  the  old  homestead,  and  the  latter  at 
Moundsville,  W.  Va.  Those  deceased  were : 
Mary  Ann,  wife  of  John  Boyle,  of  Washing- 
ton, Pa. ;  Nancy  Lynn,  who  never  married  ; 
Jemima,  wife  of  John  Baldwin,  of  Washing- 
ton township,  and  Fannie  Jane,  wife  of  James 
Bean,  of  Fayette  City.  Andrew  Lynn,  the 
father  of  John  Lynn,  was  born  on  Town 
creek,  Allegany  county,  Md.,  September  23, 
1766.  Col.  x-\ndrew  Lynn,  the  first  of  the 
family  in  this  county,  came  from  Ireland  and 
located  in  Allegany  county,  Md.,  from 
whence  he  came  to  Redstone  township  and 
settled  on  the  farm  which  is  now  owned  by 
the  daughters  of  James  M.  Lynn,  the  latter 
a  descendant  of  Andrew  Lynn,  the  pioneer. 
Andrew  Lynn  purchased  the  farm  owned  by 
Denton  and  \\'illiam  Lynn,  which  was  pur- 
chased from  the  Indians  by  the  former 
owner,  a  Mr.  Pearce.  The  farm  consists  of 
four  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  the  deed 
was  executed  in  1780  and  bears  the  name  of 
Thomas  ilifflin,  the  first  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  tract  was  known  as  "Fort 
Ledgy"  from  the  fact  that  an  old  fort  built 
of  stone  stood  on  it,  the  walls  of  which  were 
four  feet  high  and  in  the  shape  of  a  horse- 


shoe, and  on  this  tract  of  land  were  some  of 
the  largest  locust  trees  in  existence,  one  sup- 
posed to  be  more  than  two  hundred  years 
old  now  measures  over  twenty  feet  in  cir- 
cumference. Many  Indian  relics  have  been 
found  on  the  place,  such  as  tomahawks,  skel- 
etons, etc.  i\Ir.  Lynn's  father  married  Miss 
Harriet  Murphy,  jNIarch  17,  1853,  and  their 
children  were :  Anna  Maria,  born  1855, 
died  1858;  Eliza  Jane,  born  1858,  died  1882; 
Cadarah,  born  1862,  died  1884;  Harry 
Ruppe,  born  1864,  died  1876,  and  William  S. 
(subject),  who  was  born  May  26,  1867 ;  a 
nephew,  Macke}-  Lynn,  lives  on  the  farm 
with  him.  William  S.  Lynn  attended  the 
public  schools  of  the  township,  afterwards 
engaged  in  farming,  and  has  had  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  farm  for  many  years,  as  his 
father  died  when  he  was  quite  young.  He 
is  the  only  member  of  his  family  living  and 
owns  the  farm  which  now  contains  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  acres  of  valuable  land,  located 
on  the  Monongahela  river,  two  miles  from 
Belle  A'ernon  and  one  from  Fayette  City. 
Mr.  L}"nn  is  an  active  and  progressive  farmer 
and  a  good  citizen.  He  is  a  Republican,  but 
his  father  was  a  Democrat. 

Robert  F.\rouhar,  a  representative 
farmer  and  citizen  of  Washington  township. 
Pa.,  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides January  3,  1839.  He  is  a  son  of  Rob- 
ert Farquhar,  the  latter  born  Jul}'  19,  1798, 
and  died  in  November,  1876.  The  wife  of 
RolDert  Farquhar  was  Mary  Martin.  His 
grandfather  was  Robert  Farquhar,  who  was 
born  near  Frederick,  Md.,  July  13,  1766,  and 
died  July  22,  1822.  Robert  Farquhar  mar- 
ried Miss  Esther,  daughter  of  Joseph  Dod- 
son,  of  Frederick,  Md.,  a  man  of  consider- 
able wealth  and  owner  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  land  on  which  the  town  of  Frederick 
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is  located.  Robert  Farquhar  had  eight  chil- 
dren:  Joseph,  born  in  1789;  Sarah,  born  in 
1794,  and  married  Benjamin  Brown;  Mary, 
Ijorn  in  1796,  and  married  Levi  Stephens; 
Robert,  born  in  1798,  married  Mary  Martin; 
William,  born  in  1801,  and  married  Sarah 
Moss;  Esther,  born  March  11,  1803,  married 
Samuel  Griffith  and  is  living  at  the  age  of 
ninety-six  years;  Harriet,  born  1806,  mar- 
ried Seneca  McCrory ;  and  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety-three  years ;  and  Rachel,  born  in 
1809,  married  Aaron  Bugher.  William, 
Robert  and  Sarah  were  buried  at  the  Provi- 
dence (Quaker)  burying  ground.  Allen 
Farquhar  was  the  father  of  Robert,  and  a 
pioneer  of  Maryland ;  he  was  a  son  of  Wil- 
liam Farquhar,  the  latter  a  minister  in  Scot- 
land of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  the  seven- 
teenth century;  but  further  back  than  that 
very  little  is  known  of  the  family.  There 
were  a  number  of  brothers  of  William 
Farquhar,  three  of  whom  are  said  to  have 
been  Quaker  ministers.  William  had  three 
sons,  two  of  whom,  Allen  and  William,  lo- 
cated at  Frederick,  Md.,  and  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam located  at  York,  Pa.,  where  some  of 
his  descendants  are  well  known.  Allen  mar- 
ried Sarah  Moore,  of  Frederick,  Md.,  and  to 
them  were  born  four  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. He  settled  first  in  Washington  county, 
Pa.,  near  the  West  Land  Quaker  church. 
This  is  said  to  have  been  there  in  1789.  Re- 
maining there  but  a  short  time  he  went 
to  Washington  township,  Fayette  county, 
where  Robert  Farquhar,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  resides.  The  children  of  Allen  Far- 
quhar were  as  follows :  Thomas,  who  re- 
mained in  Washington  county,  and  built 
what  is  known  as  the  Farquhar  house,  near 
Centreville,  Pa. ;  William,  settled  near  Rich- 
mond, Ohio,  dying  there  at  an  advanced  age, 
leaving  many  descendants ;    Robert,  grand- 


father of  our  subject;  Mary,  married  Joseph 
Tobbert,  of  Richmond,  Ohio,  and  lived  to 
be  one  hundred  and  three  years  old ;  Sarah, 
married  Amos  Ellis,  moved  to  Richmond, 
Ohio,  where  slie  also  died  at  an  advanced 
age ;  and  Rachel,  married  Jeremiah  Cook, 
and  lived  and  died  at  the  same  place.  Rob- 
ert Farquhar  attended  the  common  schools 
of  the  county,  afterwards  engaged  on  the 
farm  owned  by  his  father,  and  which  was  the 
first  settlement  made  by  the  family  in  this 
State.  He  was  married  in  1867,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Roughcorn)  Wilgus,  natives  of  Fayette 
county,  where  James  Wilgus  is  still  living, 
aged  eighty-six  years,  while  Mrs.  Wilgus 
died  in  1897,  aged  seventy-nine,  and  ]\Irs. 
Elizabeth  Farquhar  passed  away  May  25, 
1893.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farquhar  were  born 
four  sons  and  two  daughters :  John,  May  3, 
1868,  who  attended  the  public  schools  of  the 
county,  afterwards  farming  on  the  old  home 
place,  has  never  married,  and  has  charge  of 
his  father's  farm;  Frank  C,  July  15,  1871, 
who  attended  the  public  schools  and  teach- 
ing school ;  Horace  S.,  June  8,  1875,  attend- 
ed the  township  schools,  and  is  at  home,  a 
carpenter;  Lewis,  August  11,  1878,  resides 
at  home;  Bessie,  April  13,  1880,  at  home, 
and  Ellen,  November  15,  1883,  at  home. 
Robert  Farquhar  owns  a  valuable  farm 
which  has  been  in  the  family  for  more  than 
one  hundred  years.  He  is  a  good  citizen 
and  an  active  business  man,  but  of  late  years 
has  nearly  lost  his  sight.     He  is  a  Democrat. 

William  B.  Risbeck  is  a  successful  and 
enterprising  business  man  of  Belle  Vernon, 
who  was  born  in  Redstone  township,  Fay- 
ette county,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  Matthew  and  Nancy  J.  (Hess)  Risbeck. 
John   Matthew   Risbeck   was  born    in    Ger- 
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many  in  1847,  ^"^  came  with  his  parents  to 
Fayette  coimty  when  three  years  of  age. 
He  remained  in  Fayette  county  but  a  short 
time,  when  he  moved  to  Iowa,  where  he  re- 
mained until  about  1855,  when  he  returned 
to  Fayette  county  and  located  in  Redstone 
township,  on  wliat  was  then  known  as  the 
Kelson  Bowman  farm,  remaining  there  until 
1896,  when  he  bought  a  farm  in  Perry  town- 
ship, where  he  at  present  resides.  His  father 
was  John  L.  Risbeck,  a  native  of  Germany. 
John  Matthew  Risbeck  was  married  Decem- 
ber 31,  1868,  to  Miss  Nancy  J.  Hess,  of  Fay- 
ette county,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  There 
were  born  to  John  M.  and  Nancy  Risbeck 
three  sons :  George  Washington,  born  in 
1869,  for  a  time  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools,  but  now  a  clerk  in  a  hardware  store 
in  Brownsville ;  William  B.,  was  born  March 
6,  1871,  and  Walter  Lawrence,  born  in  1883. 
William  B.  Risbeck  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  coun- 
ty until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went 
to  Uniontown  to  fill  a  position  as  assistant 
in  an  undertaking  and  furniture  establish- 
ment, where  he  remained  for  four  years. 
From  there  he  went  to  Brownsville  and  in 
1896  located  in  Belle  Vernon,  where  he  be- 
came manager  of  the  hardware  establish- 
ment of  Merchant  Collier,  which  place  he 
filled  for  two  3'ears,  when  he  was  made  man- 
ager of  the  branch  ofifice  of  the  Uniontown 
Brewing  Company,  located  at  Belle  Vernon, 
which  is  now  a  branch  of  the  Pittsburg 
Brewing  Company.  ]Mr.  Risbeck  is  one  of 
the  most  successful  business  men  of  Belle 
\'ernon,  and  is  very  popular.  He  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, as  were  his  ancestors.  In  1899  he  was 
nominated  for  the  ofifice  of  judge  of  elections 
for  Belle  Vernon  and  was  elected  over  his 
Republican  opponent  in  a  borough  where 
the    Republican   vote   has   been   nearly   four 


to  one.  He  attends  both  the  State  and  coun- 
ty Democratic  conventions.  Mr.  Risbeck  is 
an  Odd  Fellow,  being  a  member  of  Belle 
Vernon  Lodge,  No.  656.  He  was  married 
October  15,  1891,  to  Miss  Leah  Gadd,  who 
was  born  in  Illinois,  and  reared  by  her 
grandfather,  Stephen  I.  Gadd,  of  Fayette 
county. 

John  Henry  Courtney,  a  representative 
and  leading  citizen  of  Belle  A'ernon,  was 
born  March  11,  1850,  at  Belle  A'ernon,  Fay- 
ette county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Belle  Vernon,  and  en- 
tered Duff's  Business  college,  at  Pittsburg, 
in  1869,  where  he  was  graduated.  He  then 
obtained  a  position  as  clerk  with  William 
Semple  in  Allegheny,  where  he  remained  for 
one  year,  and  afterwards  was  for  a  time  at 
Oil  City,  Pa.  From  there  he  returned  to 
Belle  Vernon,  where  he  was  engaged  in  bus- 
iness for  a  number  of  years.  During  the  last 
term  of  President  Cleveland's  administra- 
tion, Mr.  Courtney  was  appointed  deputy 
collector  of  internal  revenue  at  Gibsonton, 
which  office  he  filled  until  1898.  He  has 
been  an  Odd  Fellow  for  twenty-eight  years 
— Belie  Vernon  Lodge,  No.  656 — and  has 
filled  all  the  offices  of  the  subordinate  lodge, 
representing  it  in  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Al- 
lentown  in  1899.  Mr.  Courtney  has  always 
been  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  and 
inspector  of  the  board  of  elections  for  the 
borough  of  Belle  Vernon;  has  represented 
his  party  as  a  delegate  to  most  of  the  county 
conventions,  being  at  the  State  convention 
that  nominated  Jenks  for  governor,  at  Al- 
toona,  and  at  the  last  Democratic  Stale  con- 
\'ention,  held  at  Harrisburg,  which  nominat- 
ed Judge  ^Nlestrezat  for  the  supreme  bench, 
in   1899.     Mr.  Courtney  has  never  married. 
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The  parents  of  John  Henry  Courtney  were 
Joseph  Bernard  and  Indiana  (Wells)  Court- 
ney, the  former  a  Democrat,  and  of  Quaker 
stock,  and  both  members  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  church,  of  Belle  Vernon.  His  father, 
who  was  an  engineer,  was  born  at  Coates- 
ville,  Chester  county,  Pa.,  April  2,  1815,  and 
when  he  was  eighteen  years  old  removed  to 
Fayette  county,  locating  at  Fayette  City, 
where  he  remained  four  or  five  years.  From 
there  he  went  to  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  where 
he  lived  until  his  death,  November  20,  1897. 
His  father  was  James  Courtney,  who  was  a 
native  of  England.  He  came  to  this  coun- 
try when  a  3-oung  man  and  located  in  Ches- 
ter county,  where  he  lived  until  his  death. 
James  Courtney  married  Anna  Miller  Wac- 
ker,  who  was  a  native  of  Chester  county,  and 
of  English  parentage.  After  the  death  ot 
her  husband  she  came  to  Fayette  county 
with  her  son,  Joseph  B.  Courtney.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  James  and  Anna  Courtney 
were :  William,  Washington,  who  moved  to 
Illinois ;  James  L.  and  Joseph  B.,  and  two 
daughters,  Mary  Ann,  who  died  in  Chester 
county,  and  a  daughter,  who  married  a  Mr. 
Scott,  and  has  been  dead  many  years. 
James  B.  Courtney,  the  grandfather,  was  a 
blacksmith.  Joseph  Bernard  Courtney  mar- 
ried Miss  Indiana  Wells,  a  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Nancy  (McTag)  Wells,  born  in 
1815,  in  Westmoreland  county.  Richard 
Wells  was  of  Irish  descent,  a  farmer  and  na- 
tive of  Fayette  county.  The  father  of  Rich- 
ard Wells,  and  great-grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  Valentine  Wells,  who 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
died  while  in  service.  There  were  two  sons 
and  two  daughters  born  to  Valentine  Wells : 
Thomas  and  Richard,  and  Anna,  who  mar- 
ried Mr.  Jones,  and  Nancy,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Campbell.     Four  children  were  born  to 


Richard  and  Nancy  (McTag)  Wells :  Rebec- 
ca, who  married  John  H.  Cook,  of  Fayette 
City;  Jane,  widow  of  William  Jacobs,  and 
lives  in  Belle  Vernon,  and  John  B.,  who  died 
soon  after  his  return  from  the  Union  army 
in  Pittsburg.  Three  children  were  born  to 
Joseph  B.  and  Indiana  (Wells)  Courtney: 
Charles  E.  Courtney,  died  when  two  years 
old;  William  Henry,  and  Eliza  J.,  married 
Robert  Barron,  of  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  who  was 
killed  a  year  or  so  after  their  marriage, 
which  was  blessed  with  one  child,  John  E. 
Barron,  who  is  a  cutter  in  the  R.  C.  Schmertz 
glass  factory,  in  Belle  Vernon.  J.  E.  Barron 
is  a  Democrat  and  a  most  popular  young 
man;  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at 
Fayette  City ;  also  of  Belle  Vernon  Lodge, 
No.  656,  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Courtney,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  his  sister,  Mrs.  Bar- 
ron, and  her  son,  John  E.,  reside  in  Belle 
Vernon. 

Arthur  Palmkr  Swearer,  a  leading  citi- 
zen of  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  was  born  in 
Brownsville,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
May  16,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Alfred  M.  and 
Lucinda  (Clelland)  Swearer.  Alfred  Swear- 
er, the  father,  was  born  in  Belle  Vernon,  Pa., 
in  1829,  and  is  to-day  among  the  oldest  and 
inost  respected  citizens  of  the  county.  His 
entire  life  has  been  spent  in  Belle  A'ernon 
and  Brownsville.  In  early  life  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  glass,  and  has 
been  for  more  than  thirt}-  years  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  and  is  mmibered 
among  the  substantial  business  men  of  the 
county.  He  is  an  active  and  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  M.  E.  church.  He  is  a  Mason  and 
an  Odd  Fellow.  His  mother  was  born  in 
1834  and  is  still  living,  and  his  father,  Peter 
Swearer,  for  many  years  resided  at  Belle 
Vernon,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  man- 
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ufacture  of  glass,  and  was  a  prominent  and 
active  citizen.  He  removed  to  Brownsville 
in  1839,  where  he  remained  until  his  death 
in  1876.  To  Peter  Swearer  were  born  three 
sons  and  three  daughters :  James,  who  died 
in  Brownsville;  Kelson,  a  glass  cutter,  of 
Pittsburg ;  Alfred,  Emilv,  wife  of  George 
Wilkinson,  both  deceased ;  Sarah,  deceased, 
and  Laura,  single.  The  maternal  grandpar- 
ents of  Mr.  Swearer  were  Alexander  and 
Emily  Clelland,  of  West  Mrginia.  There 
were  born  to  Alfred  and  Lucinda  Swearer 
six  children:  Arthur  P.,  Luella,  wife  of  Ricli- 
ard  Tatum,  of  Glasgow,  ^Mo. ;  Peter,  a  glass 
gatherer,  of  Brownsville ;  Emma,  at  home ; 
Anna,  wife  of  George  T.  Bishop,  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio ;  Sarah,  single,  and  at  home. 
Arthur  P.  Swearer  was  a  student  in  the 
schools  of  Brownsville  until  he  was  fifteen 
years  old,  when  he  entered  the  cutting 
rooms  of  the  G.  W.  \\'ells  Glass  Company 
to  learn  the  trade,  remaining  there  until 
1875,  when  he  went  to  Detroit,  ]\lich.  From 
there  he  returned  to  Belle  A'ernon  in  the  fall 
of  1876,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  R.  C. 
Schmertz  Glass  Company  as  a  cutter,  re- 
maining in  Belle  Vernon  until  1895,  where 
he  had  accumulated  property  and  went  to 
^^'orth  county,  Ga.,  where,  in  1895,  he  pur- 
chased valuable  farming  interests  which  he 
still  owns.  ^Ir.  Swearer  returned  to  Belle 
Vernon  in  the  fall  of  1898  and  entered  the 
cutting"  rooms  of  the  same  firm  as  formerly, 
and  is  still  there.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and 
a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  a 
Methodist.  He  was  married  July  7,  1875,  to 
Miss  Mary  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Moses  and 
Hattie  (Melchi)  Wright.  They  have  one 
adopted  daughter,  a  niece,  Hattie  Swearer. 
Mr.  Swearer  is  a  man  of  character  and  bus- 
iness integrity,  and  m  politics  is  a  Democrat. 


Leander  M.  Truxall,  editor  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  Belle  Vernon  "Enterprise,"  of 
Belle  Vernon.  Pa.,  was  born  at  jMillsboro, 
Washington  county,  August  6,  1857.  He  is 
a  son  of  Dr.  Norval  W.  and  Elizabeth  Ellen 
(Dalby)  Truxall,  botli  natives  of  Washing- 
ton county.  Pa.  Dr.  Truxall  was  born  at 
Greensburg,  Pa.,  June  14,  1822,  and  was  a 
prominent  physician  and  practiced  until  his 
death,  July  11,  1893.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  His  parents  were  of  Dutch 
descent  and  came  from  Somerset  countv. 
Dr.  Truxall  devoted  a  large  part  of  his  life 
to  literary  pursuits.  He  was  the  editor  and 
proprietor  of  a  paper  at  ^h.  Pleasant,  Pa., 
also  a  paper  at  California,  Pa.  In  1861, 
when  the  war  was  declared  between  the 
States,  he  gave  up  his  paper  and  the  prac- 
tice of  his  professsion  and  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate in  the  Fifth  West  Virginia  Cavalry. 
After  a  short  time  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  captain,  which  position  he  filled  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  His  father-in-law, 
Enoch  Dalby,  was  a  native  of  Millsboro, 
^Vashington  county.  !Mr.  Dalby  was  a  gun- 
smith, and  a  Democrat  in  politics.  His 
daughter,  Rebecca  (Dalby)  Truxall,  died 
Februar}-  i,  1897.  L.  AI.  Truxall  attended 
school  at  Brownsville  and  the  California 
State  Normal  school.  He  served  an  appren- 
ticeship in  the  office  of  Hon.  Seth  T.  Hurd, 
of  Brownsville,  on  the  Brownsville  "Clip- 
per," 1870-73.  In  1873  the  paper  was  sold 
to  E.  A.  Hastings,  and  Mr.  Truxall  contin- 
ued in  the  office  until  1874.  In  January, 
1877,  he  was  with  J.  T.  I\IcAlpin,  when  he 
founded  the  Belle  Vernon  "Courier,"  and  re- 
mained there  until  June,  1878.  In  1879  he 
worked  on  the  Uniontown  "Democrat,"  and 
in  1880  he  located  in  Belle  Vernon,  where  he 
established  a  job  printing  office.     In  April, 
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1886,  he  established  the  Belle  Vernon  "En- 
terprise," which  he  has  conducted  success- 
fully to  the  present  time,  and  it  has  been 
liberally  patronized  by  the  public.  Mr. 
Truxall  has  been  quite  successful  in  business 
and  has  acquired  some  valuable  property, 
being  one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of 
Belle  Vernon.  Mr.  Truxall  was  married  to 
Miss  Mattie  A.  Davidson,  a  daughter  of 
Rev.  James  Davidson  and  Rosa  Ann  David- 
son. They  were  married  December  25,  1877, 
and  have  had  three  children :  Claud  H.  and 
Katie,  living,  and  James,  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Truxall  and  family  are  all  members 
of  the  M.  E.  church  in  Belle  Vernon.  Mr. 
Truxall  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  M.,  a  char- 
ter member  of  Belle  Vernon  Tent,  No.  260, 
and  B.  C.  Grace  Camp,  No.  265,  Sons  of 
Veterans.     He  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 

William  Henry  Binns,  of  the  banking 
firm  of  Binns,  Cope  &  Brown,  Fayette  City, 
Fayette  county,  Pa.,  was  born  March  2, 
.  1848.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  William  and 
Ruth  (Gibson)  Binns,  the  former  a  native  of 
Skipton,  Yorkshire,  England,  the  latter  of 
Loudon  county,  A^a.  The  parents  of  the  late 
William  Binns  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1818,  when  he  was  ten  years  of  age.  They 
located  shortly  after  their  arrival  in  this 
country  in  Brownsville,  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
where  David  Binns,  the  father  of  William 
Binns,  was  successively  farmer  and  mer- 
chant, and  had  other  business  connections 
contributory  to  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  the  home  of  his  adoption.  He  was 
a  man  of  strong  character  and  sterling 
Avorth,  a  Quaker  by  religious  predilection  as 
were  the  immediate  family  and  ancestors  for 
a  number  of  generations. 

The  genealogy  of  the  Binns  family  has  been 
traced  with  authenticitv  to  the  close  of  the 


sixteenth  century.  David  Binns  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Monongahela  Bridge 
Company  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Monon- 
gahela Bank,  and  otherwise  left  a  lasting 
and  creditable  impress  upon  his  community. 
Of  his  children,  William  Binns,  the  father  of 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  learned 
tanning  under  his  father  and  as  a  young  man 
established  a  tannery,  near  Perryopolis, 
which  he  successfully  conducted  until  1840. 
He  then  removed  to  Harrison  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  pursued  agriculture  until  1871, 
when  he  located  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  in  retirement  from 
business  until  his  decease.  His  wife  was  a 
daughter  of  Amos  Gibson,  a  farmer,  of  L"'u- 
don  county,  Va.,  whence  he  removed  to  tl.e 
vicinity  of  Brownsville,  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
where  he  followed  farming  throughout  his 
life.  William  Henry  Binns  received  his  in- 
itial schooling  in  his  native  township  and 
completed  his  education  at  Friends'  school, 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Ohio.  He  thereafter  as- 
sisted in  the  cultivation  of  his  father's  farm 
until  his  twenty-first  j'ear,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed teller  of  the  First  National  Bank  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years.  He  then  entered  the  Commer- 
cial National  Bank  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  employed  as  individual  and 
general  bookkeeper  for  a  period  of  four 
years.  In  1876  he  became  associated  with 
the  Columbus  and  Hocking  A^alley  Railroad 
Companv  as  an  office  employee,  at  Colum- 
bus, incidentally  acting  as  assistant  paymas- 
ter of  that  road.  In  the  spring  of  1878  Mr. 
Binns  located  at  Fayette  City,  where  he  im- 
mediatclv  formed  an  association  with  the 
banking  institution  with  which  he  has  ever 
since  been  identified.  The  banking  firm  of 
Binns,  Cope  &  Brown  was  organized  in  1875, 
the   then   senior   member   of   the   firm   being 
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the  late  Gibson  Binns,  elder  brother  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Binns.  Throughout  the  greater  part 
of  the  period  of  his  banking  connection  at 
Fayette  City,  Mr.  W.  H.  Binns  has  been  a 
resident  of  Jefferson  township,  where  he  cul- 
tivates a  farm.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  California, 
Pa.,  and  acted  as  its  cashier  for  two  years. 
In  1893  Mr.  Binns  was  the  Republican  nom- 
inee for  the  ofifice  of  register  and  recorder  of 
Fayette  county,  was  elected,  and  served  ca- 
pably for  the  full  term  of  three  years.  Dur- 
ing his  incumbency  of  this  office,  Mr.  Binns 
assisted  in  the  formation  of  the  Second 
National  Bank  of  Uniontown,  of  the  direc- 
tory of  which  he  is  still  a  member.  Through 
private  investments  Mr.  Binns  has  been  con- 
tributory to  the  coal  development  of  Fayette 
county.  He  was  married  September  3,  1878, 
to  Elmo,  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  Cope,' 
whose  personal  memoirs  are  in  the  sketch 
of  Louis  Cope.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Binns  have 
four  children:  Willetts  C.  Binns,  a  graduate 
of  California  State  Normal  school,  for  a  time 
assistant  in  the  bank  at  Fa3'ette  City,  and 
now  teller  of  the  Bank  of  Charleroi ;  James 
Garfield  Binns,  a  student  in  the  junior  year, 
California  State  Normal  school,  and  Benja- 
min and  David  Holden  Binns.  The  family 
attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Gibson  Binns,  late  of  the  banking  firm 
of  Binns,  Cope  &  Brown,  Fayette  City,  Pa., 
was  born  in  1832,  and  died  in  May,  1896. 
pis  father  was  William  Binns,  whose  per- 
sonal memoirs  are  contained  in  this  volume 
in  the  sketch  of  William  Henry  Binns.  Gib- 
son Binns  completed  his  education  at 
Friends'  seminary,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Ohio.  He 
spent  the  main  part  of  his  life  in  Fayette 
City  and  vicinity,  where  he  was  recognized 
as  a  notably  progressive  and  successful  busi- 


ness man.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  old  established  banking  firm  of  Binns, 
Cope  &  Brown,  Fayette  City,  took  the  ini- 
tiative in  the  utilization  and  development  of 
the  natural  gas  resources  of  the  vicinity,  and 
projected  the  flouring  mills  plant  at  Fayette 
City.  He  was  a  stalwart  Republican,  and 
closely  identified  with  the  interests  of  his 
party  in  Fayette  county,  serving  frequently 
as  a  member  of  the  county  committee.  He 
had  followed  the  business  of  surveying  in 
early  manhood,  and  was  at  one  time  his 
party's  nominee  for  the  office  of  county  sur- 
veyor, at  a  time  when  that  party  was  in  a 
hopeless  minority,  in  consequence  of  which 
Mr.  Binns  was  defeated.  He  was  a  man  of 
uncompromising  integrity,  whose  word  was 
as  good  as  his  bond.  As  a  resident  of  Fay- 
ette City  he  devoted  his  time  and  ability  to 
advancing  its  general  welfare,  taking  espe- 
cial interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  and 
serving  for  some  years  as  a  member  of  its 
school  board.  He  was  one  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  State  Normal  school,  was  for 
several  years  president  of  the  Alonongahela 
National  Bank,  of  Brownsville,  Pa.,  presi- 
dent of  Fayette  City  Natural  Gas  Company, 
and  was  in  various  other  ways  identified  with 
such  conspicuous  interests  of  the  county  as 
were  materially  helpful  to  its  healthy  and 
substantial  development.  He  married  ]\Iar- 
tha  A'.,  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  Cope. 
Mrs.  Martha  V.  (Cope)  Binns  died  without 
issue.  Mr.  Binns  then  married  Mrs.  Martha 
R.  Russell,  of  Colerain,  Belmont  county, 
Ohio.  She  survives  her  husband,  and  re- 
sides in  Ohio, 

E.  C.  HiGBEB,  one  of  the  prominent  young 
members  of  the  Fayette  County  bar,  and  a 
leading  citizen  of  Connellsville,  Pennsylva- 
nia, was  born  October  28,  1869,  in  Jefferson 
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township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
son  of  Israel  and  Eliza  Jane  (Carter)  Hig- 
bee,  both  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.  The  father 
was  by  trade  a  wagonmaker,  but  for  some 
years  past  has  been  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1890  the  father  moved  from  Jefferson  to 
Lower  Tyrone  township,  where  he  at  pres- 
•  ent  resides  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 
The  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
living  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  Her 
grandmother,  Mary  Patterson,  ruled  the 
first  sheet  of  paper  made  west  of  the  Alle- 
gheny mountains.  The  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Higbee, 
who  came  to  this  section  of  Pennsylvania 
from  New  England.  The  grandfather  Hig- 
bee was  twice  married.  Two  sons  were 
born  to  the  first  marriage ;  to  the  second 
marriage  four  children  were  born,  viz : 
Elizabeth,  deceased ;  Sarah,  wife  of  Ehvood 
Crawford;  Israel,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  John,  three  of  whom  are 
living.  The  maternal  grandparents  were 
Zephaniah  Carter,  a  merchant  of  Browns- 
ville, who  married  Mary  Patterson,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Mary  Patterson,  all  of 
Fayette  county.  Pa.  Zephaniah  Carter  was 
twice  married.  To  the  first  marriage  there 
were  two  children :  Amanda,  deceased,  and 
Eliza  Jane,  the  latter  the  mother  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  His  second  marriage  was 
to  Mrs.  Turnan,  to  whom  there  were  born 
two  daughters :  Harriet,  wife  of  Captain  H. 
B.  Cock,  of  Brownsville ;  Josephine,  wife  of 
ex-Sherifif  Isaac  Mason,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
There  were  born  to  the  parents  of  Mr.  Hig- 
bee two  children:  E.  C,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  Oliphant,  two  years  younger, 
who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Lower  Tyrone 
township.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie 
Strickler,  daughter  of  Daniel  S.  and  Sophia 
Strickler.     ]\Ir.   Higbee,   the   subject   of  this 


sketch,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Laurel- 
dale,  and  one  term  at  the  Merrittstown 
academy,  after  which  he  taught  one  winter. 
When  sixteen  years  old  he  went  to  Mt. 
Union  college  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  where  he 
entered  and  remained  for  three  years.  Af- 
ter his  return  from  college  he  accepted  a 
professorship  in  the  Monongahela  college  at 
Jefferson,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  for  two 
j'ears.  From  there  he  went  to  Waynesburg, 
where  he  taught  one  term.  He  returned  to 
Monongahela  college  where  he  taught  the 
classics  and  higher  branches  for  one  year. 
The  latter  half  of  1895  he  worked  on  the  farm 
as  he  had  registered  to  read  law  in  June  of 
that  year.  ]\Iarcli  i,  1896,  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  Hon.  S.  Leslie  Mestrezat,  one  of  the 
present  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of 
Pennsylvania.  There  he  completed  his  law 
course  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  June  11, 
1897,  at  which  time  he  was  appointed  by 
Judge  Ewing  to  conduct  his  first  case.  Sep- 
tember 17,  1897,  he  located  in  Connellsville, 
with  office  in  the  Dunn  &  Paine  build- 
ing. The  style  of  the  firm  was  Fulton  & 
Higbee,  but  on  February  i,  1900,  the  firm  was 
changed  to  Sterling,  Higbee  &  Dumbauld. 
The  firm  enjoys  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice in  the  courts  of  Fayette  county.  Mr. 
Higbee  has  not  only  demonstrated  his  abil- 
ity in  liis  chosen  profession,  but  as  a  strong 
adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  his  services  as  a  campaign  orator  are 
always  in  demand  by  the  leaders  of  the  party 
whenever  and  wherever  there  is  any  hard 
campaigning  to  be  done.  In  the  presidential 
campaign  of  1896  he  made  speeches  both  in 
Penns\lvania  and  Maryland,  and  his 
speeches  were  always  effective.  He  was 
elected  city  attorney  for  Connellsville  in 
1898;  was  re-elected,  and  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent ;    has   defended   two    murder   cases 
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and  stands  in  the  front  rank  among  the 
young  members  of  the  Fayette  County  bar. 
J\lr.  Higbee  was  married  September  22, 
1897,  to  JVIiss  Emma  Lint,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  James  Lint,  of  Fayette  county. 
One  son  has  been  born  to  !Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hig- 
bee, viz:  Mestrezat  Higbee,  born  January  17, 
1899.  The  firm  of  Sterling,  Higbee  &  Dum- 
bauld  have  offices  in  Uniontown  and  Con- 
nellsville,  and  commands  a  large  practice. 
The  parents  of  Mr.  Higbee  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church. 

Andrew  Browx,  banker  and  farmer,  and 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty, was  born  October  8,  1850,  where  he  now 
resides,  on  tlie  farm  purchased  by  his  grand- 
father in  1779,  one  and  one-half  miles  east 
of  Fayette  City,  in  Washington  township. 
He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and 
the  Fayette  City  high  school,  received  a  busi- 
ness education  at  the  Iron  City  Commercial 
college,  Pittsburg,  and  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture on  his  four  hundred  acre  farm.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  banking 
house  of  Binns,  Cope  &  Brown,  in  Fayette 
City,  and  is  still  one  of  the  firm.  He  was 
married  October  13,  1897,  to  2^Iiss  IMary  N., 
daughter  of  John  S.  Patterson,  of  Westmore- 
land county.  They  have  one  child,  John 
Andrew,  born  December  19,  1898.  Both  are 
members  of  Rehoboth  Presbyterian  church, 
Fayette  City.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  Prohibitionist. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Andrew  Brown, 
was  born  in  Ireland  in  1759.  He  emigrated 
to  America  in  1779,  and  settled  on  West 
Conococheague  creek,  in  Franklin  county, 
Pa.  His  wealth  at  that  time  consisted  of  one 
shilling.  He  remained  there  just  long 
enough  to  make  the  money  to  bring  him  to 
Fayette  county.  When  he  came  here  he 
settled  on  Mill  run,  one  and  a  half  miles  east 


of  Fayette  City,  where  he  bought  a  farm 
from  Colonel  Edward  Cook.  He  engaged 
in  farming,  and  continued  in  that  occupation 
all  his  life.  April  24,  1788,  he  married  Jane 
Bigham,  of  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  They 
had  seven  daughters  and  three  sons.  Of  the 
children,  Hester  and  Andrew  died  young; 
Elizabeth  married  Hugh  C.  Ford ;  Nancy 
died  single ;  Polly  married  Captain  Duncan 
Campbell ;  Jane  married  John  Moore ; 
Martha  C.  died  single ;  Margaret  married 
James  Torrance.  Andrew  Brown  was  for 
forty  years  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  Rehoboth.  He  died  j\Iarch  27, 
1823.  Jane,  his  wife,  departed  this  life  April 
7,  1833,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 

John  was  the  seventh  child,  and  the  only 
one  of  the  sons  who  grew  to  manhood.  He 
was  born  April  i,  1805,  and  died  April  15, 
1872.  His  early  life  was  passed  upon  his 
father's  farm.  His  opportunities  for  early 
education  were  limited,  being  confined  to  the 
common  schools.  The  little  learning  he 
gathered  there  was  supplemented  by  exten- 
sive reading  in  after  )'ears.  His  father  died 
in  1823,  and  the  management  of  the  farm 
devolved  upon  him.  He  proved  himself  a 
successful  manager,  and  although  a  liberal 
giver  to  all  benevolent  causes,  he  added 
largely  to  what  he  inherited  from  liis  father. 
He  was  married  December  12,  1844,  to  Sarah 
H.  Power,  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  James  Power.  They  had 
five  children :  Ada  and  Anna,  died  at  two 
years  of  age ;  Nannie  J.,  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty;  Mary  Emma,  married  M.  M.  Will- 
son,  of  Westmoreland  county.  They  have 
one  child  living,  Andrew  Brown  Willson. 
Andrew  Brown,  the  only  son,  resides  with 
his  mother  upon  the  old  homestead.  John 
Brown  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
for  a  number  of  years.     He  was  a  man  of 
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peace.  He  rarely  charged  anything  for  his 
services,  and  always  counseled  an  amicable 
settlement  of  difficulties  between  neighbors. 
He  was  for  many  years  an  active  member 
and  liberal  supporter  of  the  Rehoboth  Pres- 
byterian church.  His  family  are  all  members 
of  the  same  communion.  He  left  his  family 
valuable  possessions,  a  good  name,  lands, 
etc.  His  family  and  friends  bless  his  mem- 
ory, and  love  to  tell  of  his  charities,  gentle- 
ness, lowliness  of  heart,  and  many  other 
Christian  graces.     His  virtues  were  many. 

Harry  Luther  Kiehl,  physician  and  sur- 
geon, Fayette  City,  Pa.,  was  born  at  Scenery 
Hill,  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania, 
February  14,  1867.  He  is  a  son  of  George 
and  Anna  (Dague)  Kiehl,  the  former  a 
farmer  of  Washington  county.  Pa.  He  is 
the  eldest  of  a  family  of  four  sons,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  California  State 
Normal  school  and  Waynesburg  college,  and 
studied  medicine  under  Dr.  J.  Y.  Scott,  of 
Washington,  Pa.,  graduating  from  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  Western  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  spring  of  1896.  He  en- 
tered at  once  upon  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Fayette  City,  where  he  now  enjoys  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice  and  has  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 
The  doctor  was  united  in  marriage  March 
8,  1899,  to  Miss  Edna  L.,  daughter  of  James 
and  Sarah  Millinger,  of  Pittsburg.  Both  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Dr. 
Kiehl  is  a  member  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and 
Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  a  Republican,  and 
a  credit  to  his  chosen  profession. 

Samuel  O'Neil,  coal  operator  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Fayette  City  coal  works, 
was  born  at  Beck's  Run,  Allegheny  county, 
Pennsylvania,   December   16,   1843.     He   re- 


ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  Duff's  Commercial  college,  and  began  as 
bookkeeper  and  later  acted  as  assistant  su- 
perintendent, under  his  father  at  the  coal 
works  at  Coal  Valley,  Allegheny  county.  Pa., 
and  came  to  Fayette  City  with  his  father 
when  he  purchased  the  Fayette  City  coal 
works  in  1887,  entering  upon  his  duties  as 
superintendent  of  these  works.  The  capa- 
city- of  the  mines  is  about  thirty-five  thou- 
sand bushels  a  day,  and  they  employ  about 
two  hundred  hands.  Mr.  O'Neil  was  mar- 
ried August  28,  1866,  to  Miss  Martha,  daugh- 
ter of  Abner  Lloyd,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  and 
their  children  are :  John  S.,  bookkeeper  for 
the  company;  Denny,  deceased;  Samuel,  de- 
ceased ;  James  A.,  employed  at  the  mines ; 
Margaret,  Callie,  Gertrude,  William,  em- 
ployed at  the  mines  :  Catharine  and  Nixon. 
Mrs.  O'Neil  died  January  19,  1895.  Mr. 
O'Neil's  second  marriage  was  on  July  3, 
1897,  when  he  married  ]\'Irs.  Elinor  Wilson, 
of  Fayette  Cit}-.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  M.  E.  church.  Mr.  O'Neil  is  a  member  of 
the  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.  He 
has  served  as  councilman  three  times  and  is 
a  Repubhcan.  John  O'Neil,  Sr.,  was  born  at 
Carlisle,  Pa.  His  father  was  a  devout  Catho- 
lic, who  came  from  Ireland  to  America  pre- 
vious to  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  died 
and  was  buried  in  a  Catholic  cemetery.  His 
widow  and  children  joined  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  His  son,  John  O'Neil,  Jr., 
was  born  in  Allegheny  county,  received  an 
elementary  education  in  the  old  subscription 
schools,  and  was  variously  employed  until 
1848,  when  he  engaged  in  the  coal  business. 
In  1887  he  purchased  the  Fayette  City  coal 
works,  which  he  operated  until  his  death, 
March  12,  1889.  July  22,  1837,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Margaret  Craven,  daughter  of  James 
Craven,    of   Washington   county,   who    lived 
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three  years  beyond  the  age  of  a  nonagenar- 
ian. Of  their  imion  was  born  six  children : 
Sarah,  dead ;  Samuel,  Elizabeth,  dead ;  Den- 
ny, James  and  John  W.  Denny  is  in  the 
coal  business  in  Tennessee.  John  O'Xeil,  Jr., 
was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  deserved- 
ly popular;  he  began  business  with  but  little 
capital,  but  acquired  a  fortune  and  lost  most 
of  it  by  reverses.  He  enjoyed  the  confidence 
of  his  associates  and  the  respect  of  the  public 
generally.  During  the  strikes  the  men  in  his 
employ  remained  at  their  work,  and  always 
sustained  and  defended  the  course  he  pur- 
sued. During  the  late  war  he  sought  out 
and  gave  unsparingly  of  his  means  to  the 
families  of  Union  soldiers  and  lived  to  see 
the  country  again  reunited  and  prosperous. 
He  was  a  member  of  church,  and  for  fifty 
years  his  house  was  a  home  for  the  minister 
of  the  gospel.  The  "Christian  Advocate" 
said:  "But  few  men  of  his  time  were  more 
extensively  or  more  favorably  known  by  the 
people  of  Pittsburg.  He  was  a  patriot  with- 
out boasting,  and  a  Christian  without  cant. 
His  loyalty  and  devotion  to  country  and 
church  alike  made  him  popular.  With  all  his 
public  duties  and  repeated  acts  of  benefi- 
cence, his  immediate  home  circle  was  "the 
center  of  his  influence,  and  the  recipient  of 
his  thought  and  sweetest  affection." 

lyOUis  Cope  was  born  at  Redstone,  Jeffer- 
son township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
on  the  Cope  farm,  February  15,  1836.  He 
is  a  descendant  of  Oliver  Cope,  a  yeoman, 
who  came  from  Wiltshire,  England,  in  16S2, 
with  William  Penn,  and  purchased  a  farm 
property  from  said  Penn  at  Xaaman's  creek, 
Chester  county,  Pa.  John  Cope,  the  young- 
est child  of  Oliver  Cope,  was  born  at  Naa- 
man's  creek,  November  26,  1723,  and  died 
June  14,  1770.  He  succeeded  his  father  as 
50 


farmer  on  the  original  tract.  He  married 
Charity  Evans,  who  bore  him  eight  children. 
John,  the  fourth  child  of  John  and  Charity 
Cope,  was  born  at  Naaman's  creek,  Novem- 
ber 1, 1755, and  also  became  a  farmer  in  Ches- 
ter county.  He  was  married  twice ;  first,  to 
Grace  Cloud,  who  bore  him  four  children. 
His  second  wife,  Mary  Dickinson,  had  eleven 
children.  He,  with  his  family,  moved  to  the 
present  Cope  farm  in  Jefferson  township, 
Fayette  county,  in  1784,  where  he  died  Sep- 
tember 5,  1805.  Samuel  Cope,  the  second 
child  of  John  and  ]\Iary  Cope,  was  born  in 
Chester  county.  Pa.,  May  4,  1762.  He  re- 
ceived but  little  education,  and  became  a 
scythe  and  sickle  maker,  and  a  well-to-do, 
prominent  man.  He  married  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Willitts,  of  Virginia,  in  1797. 
They  had  eight  children :  Rachel  W.,  Jos.  H., 
Samuel,  Willitts,  Lydia,  Dawsey,  Eliza  ana 
Elma.  The  family  were  Quakers.  Mr.  Cope 
was  a  Whig,  and  died  November  4,  1854. 
Samuel  Cope,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
Cope,  was  born  September  3,  1803,  and  spent 
his  life  on  the  home  farm.  He  was  married 
in  1829  to  Miss  ]\Iercy,  daughter  of  Samuel 
\'ail,  of  Fayette  county,  who  bore  him  five 
children :  Jasper,  died  in  infancy ;  INIartha  V., 
deceased,  wife  of  the  late  Gibson  Binns; 
Louis  (our  subject) ;  Willitts,  died  aged  twen- 
ty-one years,  and  Elma,  wife  of  Wm.  H. 
Binns.  The  father  died  April  25,  1843,  and 
his  wife  died  Alarch  19,  1862.  She  was  born 
January  17,  1808. 

Louis  Cope,  farmer,  banker,  merchant  and 
miller,  received  a  good  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  the  Society  of  Friends 
(Quaker)  boarding  school  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
O.,  and  followed  farming  until  1871.  He  then 
began  dealing  in  stock  (horses  and  cattle), 
following  the  same  for  seven  years.  He  then 
opened  a  general  store  at  what  is  now  Gilles- 
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pie  P.  O.,  and  after  three  years  sold  out, 
and  bought  the  Red  Lion  store  at  Redstone 
P.  O.,  where  he  still  does  business.  He  is 
also  postmaster  there.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Fayette  City  Bank,  and  in 
1895  bought  the  Fayette  City  grist  mill.  Pie 
was  married  September  24,  1861,  to  Miss 
Hannah  Y.,  daughter  of  Samuel  Hollings- 
worth,  of  Ohio.  She  was  born  January  4, 
1838.  They  had  eight  children:  Florence 
N.,  wife  of  T.  S.  Lackey,  of  Uniontown ; 
Edith  G.,  at  home ;  Priscilla  P.,  wife  of  W. 
G.  Goslin,  New  Kensington,  Pa. ;  Martha  B., 
wife  of  Frank  W.  Forsythe,  of  Fayette  City ; 
Samuel  W.,  born  in  1870,  received  a  superior 
education,  and  after  two  years  on  the  farm 
entered  the  Fayette  City  Bank,  and  later 
with  his  father  purchased  the  Fayette  City 
grist  mill.  He  married  January  8,  1896,  Miss 
Elinor  Alton,  of  Fayette  City,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1896;  Louis,  who  died  at  thirteen 
years  old;  Elma,  who  resides  at  home,  and 
Jasper,  a  graduate  of  Duff's  Commercial  col- 
lege, Pittsburg,  and  now  associated  with  his 
father  in  operating  the  Fayette  City  mill. 

JosKPii  A.  McKkk. — John  McKee,  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  learned  the  weaver's  trade, 
and  came  to  America  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Revolutionary  war  and  at  once  enlist- 
ed, serving  four  years.  He  married  Mary 
Scaburn,  who  Ijore  him  the  following  chil- 
dren: Anna,  born  April  16,  1790;  John, 
October  17,  1792;  Thomas,  January  22, 
1796;  Henry,  May  11,  1798;  Hugh,  April 
18,  1800;  Catherine,  January  29,  1802; 
Francis,  September  19,  1806;  j\Iary,  January 
17,  1808;  Margaret,  January  5,  1810;  Jesse, 
January  6,  1812,  and  Ephraim,  January  4, 
1815.  Of  the  sons,  Plugh  and  Henry  went 
to  Washington  county,  Pa.,  and  Thomas  re- 
moved   to   Wayne    county,    O.     The    father 


successively  removed  from  his  early  home 
in  Bucks  county  to  residences  in  Northamp- 
ton and  Lycoming  counties,  and  finally  set- 
tled in  Washington  township,  Fayette  coun- 
ty, where  he  died  in  1809.  Francis  McKee, 
the  sixth  child  of  John  and  Mary  McKee, 
was  born  in  Lycoming  county,  Pa.,  Septem- 
ber 19,  1804,  and  came  to  Fayette  county 
with  his  parents  in  1809.  Pie  had  no  school 
privileges,  but  fitted  himself  and  taught 
school  for  a  time.  He  later  secured  a  posi- 
tion as  clerk  in  a  store  in  Brownsville,  and 
later  opened  a  store  for  himself,  and  from 
this,  step  by  step,  worked  up  to  a  position  of 
means  and  influence.  He  was  a  man  of 
strong  character  and  uncompromising  in- 
tegrity. He  was  stalwart  in  his  affiliation 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  had  especially 
pronounced  convictions  on  the  currency 
question,  being  radically  opposed  to  banking 
on  general  principles,  and  National  banking 
especially.  As  illustrative  of  his  feeling  on 
these  political  and  economic  subjects  witness 
the  birth  record  made  by  him  of  his  son 
Joseph,  the  subject  of  this  sketch:  "And  born 
of  Democratic  parents,  shall  be  taught  Dem- 
ocratic principles,  and  when  be  becomes  a 
man  I  hope  he  will  oppose  the  United  States 
Bank."  On  March  22,  1836,  he  married  Miss 
Joanne,  daughter  of  Joseph  Allen.  ]\lr.  Al- 
len was  a  large  property  owner,  which  he 
accumulated  by  dint  of  indefatigable  indus- 
try from  an  humble  beginning.  His  first 
work  for  pay  was  the  making  with  his  own 
hands  of  a  small  boat  (skifif).  This  he  sold, 
and  with  the  proceeds  bought  more  lumber, 
with  which  he  built  several  boats.  From 
this  modest  start  he  managed  to  amass 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  a  fortune  in  those 
days.  He  died  before  attaining  his  forty- 
fifth  vear.     To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKee  were 
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born  five  children :  Annette,  born  March  5, 
1837,  wife  of  John  S.  Harah,  of  Uniontown; 
Josepliine,  born  April  15,  1838  (deceased), 
married  S.  S.  Jock,  of  Decatur,  111.;  Joseph 
A.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Mary  (deceased), 
married  Calvin  Powers ;  Celia,  born  Novem- 
ber 23,  1848,  wife  of  A.  L.  Moser,  of  Union- 
town.  The  father  died  December  15,  1863, 
and  the  mother,  who  resided  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  John  S.  Harah,  in  Uniontown,  died 
September  6,  1899,  in  her  eighty-fourth  year. 
Joseph  A.  McKee,  notary  public,  Fayette 
City,  and  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the 
county,  was  born  in  Fayette  City,  December 
4,  1839.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Fayette  City  and  Washington  col- 
lege. He  was  largely  instrumental  in  getting 
the  P.  &  L.  E.  R.  R.  extended  to  Fayette 
City.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  fif- 
teen years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum  and  F.  and  A.  M.,  in  which  society 
he  is  a  past  master,  and  by  service  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
married  December  20,  1877,  Susan  M., 
daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  and  ^Margaret 
(Kuhns)  Church.  The  late  Samuel  Church 
was  proprietor  for  a  number  of  years  of  the 
Fayette  City  glass  works,  which  his  father 
had  founded.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jos.  A.  McKee 
have  two  children  living:  Frederick  W.,  born 
October  11,  1880,  and  Margaret  Elizabeth, 
born  December  16,  1886.  The  famil}'  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr. 
McKee's  handsome  residence,  which  was 
built  in  1876,  is  located  on  what  is  known  as 
Whisky  Mount,  a  spot  commanding  a  com- 
prehensive view  of  the  Monongahela  valley 
and  the  boroughs  of  Fayette  City  and  Allen- 
port.  Whisky  Mount  received  its  name 
from  its  having  been  one  of  the  camping 
places  of  the  "Liberty  Boys"  during  the 
Whisky  Insurrection. 


George  W.  Spatter,  of  the  firm  of  G.  W. 
Spalter  &  Co.,  Fayette  City,  was  born  in  that 
town  April  29,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Chris- 
topher and  EHza  Spalter.  Christopher  Spal- 
ter, born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  1801,  and 
a  tailor  by  trade,  came  to  America  in  1844, 
and  located  at  Fayette  City,  where  he  work- 
ed at  his  trade  until  his  death  in  1891.  His 
second  wife  was  Eliza  Whetzler,  of  Fayette 
City,  who  bore  him  five  children :  Jennie  (de- 
ceased) ;  John  W.,  of  Pittsburg ;  George  W. ; 
William,  of  Fayette  City,  and  Alberta.  Mrs. 
Spalter  lives  in  Fayette  City.  George  W. 
Spalter  attended  the  public  schools  until  four- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  store 
of  John  Mullen,  where  he  was  employed  un- 
til 1887,  when  he  and  R.  M.  Thurkield  bought 
the  business,  and  have  continued  it  success- 
fully ever  since.  He  married  in  1889  Miss 
Addie,  daughter  of  Daniel  Harmony,  of  Fay- 
ette City.  She  died  September  3,  1891.  Mr. 
Spalter  is  one  of  the  representative  business 
men  of  Fayette  City.  He  has  twice  been  a 
member  of  the  town  council.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  M.  E.  church,  the  Free  Masons 
and  Royal  Arcanum.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. 

John  Andrew  Willson,  engaged  in  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business  at  Fay- 
ette City,  Pa.,  was  born  at  Concord,  O.,  Au- 
gust ID,  1862.  He  is  a  son  of  Zaccheus  A. 
and  Jemima  Willson.  His  father,  Zaccheus 
A.,  was  born  in  Elizabeth  township,  Alle- 
gheny county.  Pa.,  September  29,  1829,  and 
was  a  son  of  John  A.  Willson,  who  was  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Allegheny  county. 
Zaccheus  A.  Willson  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade.  He  married  Miss  Jemima  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Harris,  of  Perry  township,  Fay- 
ette county,  who  bore  him  seven  children: 
Wm.  L.,  a  miner  of  Fayette  City ;  Charles, 
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who  died  in  infancy;  Harris  P.,  a  miner  of 
Fayette  City;  John  A.,  of  whom  we  write; 
Anna  L.,  wife  of  David  Woodward,  of  Ilh- 
nois ;  Minnie  M.,  wife  of  Charles  Brightwell, 
of  Fayette   City,  and   Orvis   Z.,   a  miner   of 
Fayette  City.    Mr.  Willson  died  in  Allegheny 
City,  Pa.,  August   15,   1871,  and  soon   after 
Mrs.  Willson  moved  to  Fayette  City,  where 
she   still  lives.     John   A.   Willson   was   nine 
years  of  age  when  his   father  died,  and  he 
went  out  to  work  among  the  farmers  for  his 
board  and  clothes  and  schooling,  until  six- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Michael  Slotterbeck,  of  Fayette  City, 
to  learn  the  tinner's  trade.     This  he  accom- 
plished and  remained  in  this  man's  employ 
until  1888,  when  he  bought  out  the  business 
and   continued  to  be   engaged   therein   until 
1895.    Then  he  sold  out  and  bought  the  un- 
dertaking business   of  L.   R.   Walters,   con- 
ducting the  same  until  March  i,   1899.     He 
then  purchased  the  furniture  business  of  J. 
N.  Mullen,  and  combining  the  two,  now  con- 
ducts   the    only    furniture    and    undertaking 
business  in  Fayette  City.     ^Ir.  Wilson  mar- 
ried, June  14,  1888,  Miss  Anna,  daughter  of 
John  Pfleghardt,  of  Fayette  City.     Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Willson  had  one  child,  Albert  Benjamin 
Willson,   who   died   when   nearing  his   third 
birthday.     Both  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
church.     Mr.  Willson  is  a  member  of  Gum- 
mert  Lodge,  No.  252,  F.  and  A.  M.,  the  K. 
O.    T.    M.    and    Royal    Arcanum.      He    has 
served  two  terms  as  school  director.    In  pol- 
itics he  is  a  Republican,  and  ranks  as  a  rep- 
resentative citizen  and  a  self-made  man. 

Edwin  Howard  McCunU,  postmaster  of 
Fayette  City,  was  born  in  Allegheny  City, 
Tune  25,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Wil- 
liam A.  and  Orthelia  (Mullen)  McCune.  Ed- 
win H.  received  his  education  in  the  Fayette 


City  high  school,  Indiana  State  Normal 
school,  California  State  Normal  school  and 
Washington  and  Jefferson  college.  He  be- 
gan reading  medicine  under  Dr.  J.  H.  Gor- 
don, now  of  Belle  Vernon,  but  his  health 
failing  he  gave  up  medicine  and  learned  glass 
cutting,  following  the  same  two  years.  He 
then  secured  a  position  as  bookkeeper  for  the 
Jutte  Coal  Company,  remained  there  two 
years  and  was  then  elected  one  of  the  board 
of  county  auditors,  serving  in  that  capacity 
also  two  years,  when  he  resigned  to  take 
the  postmastership  at  Fayette  City,  to  which 
he  was  appointed  June  15,  1898.  October  3, 
1898,  Mr.  McCune  married  ?^Iiss  Lida  R., 
daughter  of  Albert  G.  Messmore,  of  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  and  they  have  one  child,  Robert 
Mullen  McCune.  In  politics  Mr.  McCune  is 
a  Republican. 

Among  the  earlier  settlers  in  the  Cumber- 
land valley  was  one,  some  of  whose  descend- 
ants were  destined  to  become  of  historic  in- 
terest. This  was  Hugh  Brady,  who  emi- 
grated from  the  north  of  Ireland  about  the 
year  1730,  and  settled  in  Cumberland  county. 
At  this  time  the  county  was  settled  only  by  a 
few  Scotch  and  Irish  emigrants,  simple,  re- 
ligious and  sincere.  Here  he  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children:  John,  Joseph,  Samuel, 
Hugh,  William,  Ebenezer,  James,  Margaret 
and  Mary.  Of  these  children  John  was  the 
father  of  Captain  Samnel  Brady,  the  cele- 
brated Indian  fighter,  and  General  Hugh 
Brady,  of  military  fame.  General  Hugh 
Brady  married  Jean  Young,  and  they  had 
nine  children.  One  of  the  daughters,  Han- 
nah Brady,  married  Samuel  McCune.  His 
brother,  James  McCune,  was  an  eminent  citi- 
zen of  Greensburg,  and  represented  the 
county  in  the  State  senate,  and  was  at  one 
time  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  Sam- 
uel  McCune,   who   married   Hannah    Brady, 
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was  a  son  of  James  McCune,  who  with  his 
brother  came  from  Ireland  about  the  middle 
of  the  last  century  and  jointly  took  up  a 
tract  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres 
of  land  in  Cumberland  county,  where  some 
of  his  descendants  now  live.  Samuel  Mc- 
Cune had  eight  children.  Hugh  Brady  Mc- 
Cune, the  second  son,  was  born  October  ii, 
1805,  died  September  7,  1881.  He  married 
Isabel,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Elizabeth 
(ilcKee)  Kirkpatrick,  January  11,  1832,  a 
descendant  of  two  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  families  of  Chambersburg.  They 
had  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, only  four  of  whom  survive.  William 
Alexander  McCune,  the  second  son,  born 
April  27,  1844,  died  May  28,  1882.  After  ac- 
quiring his  education  he  left  Cumberland 
county  and  came  to  Fayette  City,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  drug  business,  and  on  Octo- 
ber 25,  1866,  was  married  to  Miss  Orthelia, 
daughter  of  R.  G.  Mullen,  a  prominent  and 
wealthy  merchant  of  that  place.  They  had 
two  sons,  Robt.  M.  and  Edward  Howard. 
Robert  M.  was  born  August  27,  1867,  and 
was  married  May  12,  1892,  to  Lulu  P., 
daughter  of  D.  P.  and  Sara  (Harper)  Tritt, 
of  Dickinson  township.  Pa.  Sarah  Harper 
was  a  daughter  of  Hon.  William  Harper,  of 
Penn  township,  Pa.,  who  died  March  31, 
1873.  He  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  was  elected  two  terms 
as  member  of  the  legislature.  Robert  M.  and 
Lulu  McCune  had  two  daughters,  Frances 
Harper,  born  September  25,  1893,  and  died 
August  15,  1894,  and  Marguerite  Mullen, 
born  July  22,  1897.  Robert  M.  McCune  is 
a  merchant  of  remarkable  business  ability, 
and  occupies  the  same  stand  his  grand- 
father, R.  G.  Mullen,  did  for  so  many  years 
before  him.  The  IMcCunes,  Bradys  and 
Mutchmores  were  Scotch-Irish  Presbvterians 


and  came  to  this  country  together  in  a  ship 
they  christened  the  Dove  (emblem  of  inno- 
cence). Rev.  S.  A.  Mutchmore,  D.  D.,  one 
of  the  most  widely  known  and  prominent 
clergyman  in  the  Presbyterian  church  (very 
lately  deceased),  was  a  grandson  of  General 
Hugh  Brady's  sister. 

John  J.  McF.arland,  the  late  popular 
proprietor  of  the  Central  hotel,  of  Dunbar, 
was  born  at  Mapletown,  Greene  county, 
Pennsylvania,  December  25,  1850,  and  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Susan  (Brown)  McFarland. 
Jacob  McFarland  was  born  in  Greene  coun- 
ty in  1824,  and  died  in  1880.  He  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  was  a  large  contractor 
and  builder  and  extensively  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business.  Some  years  prior  to  his 
death  he  came  to  Fayette  county  and  died  in 
Connellsville.  Seven  sons  and  six  daughters 
were  born  to  Jacob  and  Susan  JNIcFarland : 
Rebecca,  deceased ;  Mary  Ann,  John  J., 
Jesse,  James  Lindsay,  deceased ;  Caroline 
and  Sarah  Ellen,  deceased;  Malinda, Thomas, 
Minor,  Dallas,  Jacob  and  WilHam.  John  J. 
McFarland  attended  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive county  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age, 
and  one  year  later  he  went  to  Ohiopyle, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for 
six  years.  He  then  erected  a  planing  mill 
at  Uniontown,  where  he  was  largely  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  and  contracting.  After 
the  great  strike  in  1892  and  the  business 
stagnation  that  followed,  he  sold  his  plan- 
ing mill  and  went  into  the  hotel  business. 
He  has  been  in  Dunbar  since  1894,  and  the 
hotel  of  which  he  was  proprietor  is  one  of 
the  best  and  most  complete  in  the  county, 
and  was  finished  in  1899.  He  was  a  genial 
host  and  received  a  liberal  patronage.  Mr. 
^IcFarland  was  married  first  to  ]\Iiss  Annie, 
daughter  of  J.  D.  Vanhorn,  of  Mt.  Pleasant, 
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Westmoreland  county.  Pa.,  in  1877,  and  they 
had  tliree  children :  Frank,  a  graduate  of  the 
pubhc  schools  of  Dunbar,  and  book  and  time- 
keeper at  the  Blue  Stone  furnace ;  Caroline, 
a  graduate  of  the  public  schools  of  Dunbar, 
and  Winifred,  who  is  still  attending  school. 
Mr.  McFarland's  last  wife  was  Miss  Jennie, 
daughter  of  Dr.  B.  A.  Feichner,  of  Conflu- 
ence, Somerset  county,  Pa.  There  are  by 
the  last  marriage  two  children,  Lindsay 
Feichner  and  John  J.  Mr.  McFarland  is  an 
uncompromising  Democrat  and  has  figured 
actively  in  all  the  important  political  battles 
of  the  county  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in 
the  contest  between  McKinley  and  Bryan  he 
served  as  an  elector  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  is  a  great  admirer  of  William  J. 
Bryan  and  the  principles  of  the  Chicago 
platform  of  1896,  and  refused  to  withdraw 
from  the  ticket,  although  solicited  by  a  num- 
ber of  the  gold  standard  papers  to  do  so. 
Mr.  McFarland  was  for  six  years  mercantile 
appraiser  for  Fayette  county.  He  has  a  host 
of  friends  and  is  very  popular  in  the  county. 

Joseph  H.  Wilson,  a  leading  citizen  and 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Dunbar,  was  born 
April  23,  1863,  in  Dunbar,  and  is  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Nancy  (Tedrow)  Wilson.  Sam- 
uel Wilson  was  born  in  Pennsylvania!  and  at 
present  resides  in  Georges  township,  near 
Fairchance,  where  he  owns  real  estate  and 
was  for  thirty-four  years  a  citizen  of  Dunbar, 
where  he  owns  real  estate,  which  he  pur- 
chased from  Dr.  Longanecker,  of  Fair- 
chance.  He  is  sixty-one  years  of  age,  while 
his  wife  is  sixty.  The  maternal  grandparents 
were  Michael  and  Ellen  Tedrow,  the  former 
of  German,  the  latter  of  Irish  descent.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  Samuel  and  Nancy 
Wilson,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Ida  May, 
wife  of  Samuel  Coyle ;  Joseph  H.  (subject) ; 


Ella,  wife  of  Chas.  Bryner ;  George,  married 
and  lives  in  Dunbar ;  Charles,  also  lives  in 
Dunbar;  Belle,  John  and  Gertrude,  all  at 
home  on  the  farm.  Joseph  H.  Wilson  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Dunbar  until  he 
was  si.xteen  years  old,  when  he  went  to  learn 
the  trade  of  engineer,  at  which  he  continued 
until  the  spring  of  1889.  He  then  went  to 
Johnstown,  where  he  had  charge  of  ma- 
chinery, and  remained  there  until  the  de- 
struction of  the  town  by  the  flood  and  was 
a  witness  to  the  same.  He  was  married  June 
22,  1889,  to  Miss  Jennie  A.,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Ellen  Blacka,  of  Waynesburg, 
Pa.  Two  children  bless  that  union,  Beatrice, 
born  August  29,  1891,  at  Homestead,  Pa., 
and  Earl,  born  August  11,  1893,  at  same 
place.  Mr.  Wilson  was  for  some  time  a 
resident  of  Homestead,  but  returned  to  Dun- 
bar in  1897.  He  is  a  Republican  and  stands 
high  in  the  community.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has  been  since 
he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age.  The  par- 
ents of  i\Ir.  Wilson  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
church,  while  he  holds  the  same  belief.  He 
was  a  resident  of  Homestead  when  the  great 
strike  occurred,  and  was  an  eye-witness  of 
the  scenes  then  enacted.  Mr.  Wilson  is  de- 
servedly popular  and  has  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

William  Jacobs,  a  popular  and  substan- 
tial young  business  man  of  Dunbar,  Pa.,  was 
born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  R/farch  28, 
1870.  He  is  a  son  of  David  and  Jane  (Mc- 
Connell)  Jacobs.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Jacobs 
were  both  natives  of  Londonderry,  Ireland, 
and  are  now  deceased.  David  Jacobs  came 
to  this  country  when  sixteen  years  of  age  and 
located  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  learned 
the  hatter's  trade,  which  he  followed  until  he 
was  twenty-one  vears  of  age.     He  then  en- 


AND  HISTORICAL  REFERENCE   liOOK   OF  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 


039 


tered  the  United  States  navy,  in  which  he 
served  for  a  period  of  four  years,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  After 
his  term  of  service  in  the  navy  had  expired, 
he  returned  to  Brooklyn,  where  he  resumed 
his  trade,  following  the  same  until  1875, 
when  he  removed  to  Dunbar.  David  Jacobs 
was  married  to  Jane  McConnell,  a  native  of 
Londonderry,  Ireland,  who  came  to  Brook- 
lyn, New  York,  with  her  parents,  and  was 
married  in  Brooklyn.  She  w^as  a  daughter  of 
\'\^lliam  and  Jane  McConnell,  both  natives  of 
Ireland.  The  maternal  grandparents  both 
returned  to  Ireland  and  died  there.  The  pa- 
ternal grandparents  were  David  and  Martha 
Jacobs.  David  Jacobs  died  in  Ireland,  but 
his  w'ife  came  to  this  country  after  the  death 
of  her  husband.  Six  children  were  born  to 
David  and  JNIartha  Jacobs :  David,  the  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  George,  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  who  came  to  this  country 
when  a  young  man,  located  in  Brooklyn,  Nev/ 
York,  where  he  followed  the  hatter's  trade, 
and  after  remaining  in  Brooklyn  for  several 
years  removed  to  Dimbar  about  1878;  Eliza- 
beth, came  to  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where 
she  married  John  Goodwin,  and  where  she 
now  resides;  Annie  (deceased),  was  the  wife 
of  John  McDufif,  a  resident  of  Brooklyn ; 
Maggie  single,  is  a  resident  of  Brooklyn; 
William,  died  in  Ireland  when  a  mere  youth. 
David  Jacobs  came  to  Dunbar  in  1875,  and 
was  a  coke  drawer  at  Reed's  works.  Later 
he  engaged  in  the  retail  grocery  business  in 
Dunbar,  which  he  followed  for  sixteen  years, 
until  his  death,  and  with  his  wife  and  mother- 
in-law  are  buried  at  Connellsville.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jacobs  were  both  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  he  being  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Dunbar  Presbyterian  church. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  Post  No.  165,  G. 
A.  R..  at  Dunbar,  and  a  Republican  in  poli- 


tics. He  was  a  member  of  the  first  board 
of  the  council  after  the  incorporation  of  the 
borough,  and  served  four  years  as  a  member 
of  that  body.  He  was  an  active  worker  for 
the  success  of  his  party.  Three  sons  were 
born  to  David  and  Jane  Jacobs :  William, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  James,  born  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1872,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Dunbar,  and  is  boss  at  a  large  coal 
works  at  Fairmont,  W.  Va. ;  David  Moxwell, 
born  in  Dunbar,  Pa.,  February  4,  1874,  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Dunbar  and 
also  attended  a  school  of  pharmacy  in  Pitts- 
burg, and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Columbus,  O., 
school  of  pharmacy,  and  has  been  in  the  drug 
business  for  a  period  of  six  years.  William 
Jacobs,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Dunbar,  and  left  school 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age  to  accept  a 
situation  as  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  J. 
M.  Hustead  in  Dunbar,  and  has  been  with 
the  firm  of  Hustead  &  Semans  since  its  or- 
ganization in  1894.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Dunbar  Presbyterian  church  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  since 
1891,  and  is  also  a  charter  member  of  Dun- 
bar Camp  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Repub- 
lican, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  his  party.  He  has  served  as  executive 
committeeman  for  Dunbar  township,  and  is 
at  present  auditor  of  the  borough  of  Dunbar. 
He  is  popular  and  stands  high  in  the  com- 
munity. He  is  honest  and  fair  in  his  deal- 
ings, and  there  is  no  young  man  in  the  town- 
ship who  has  more  friends  or  who  is  more 
popular  than  William  Jacobs. 

Harry  Cook,  auditor  and  accountant  for 
the  Dunbar  Furnace  Company,  was  born 
October  26,  1853,  in  Easton,  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  a  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Cathe- 
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rine  (Wilhelm)  Cook.     James  H.  Cook  was 
born  in  Stewartsville,  N.  J.,  and  died  in  1880 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.     He  was  of 
Scotch-Irish   descent,   and   moved   to    Phila- 
delphia in   1855.     His  wife  was   of  German 
descent.     Six  children  were  born  to  James 
and  Elizabeth  Cook:  Frank,  William,  Mary, 
Harry    (subject),    Ehzabeth    and    Frederick. 
Harry   Cook   received   his   education   in   the 
public  schools  of  Philadelphia  and  Lafayette 
college.    At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  accepted 
a  situation  in  a  wholesale  hardware  house  in 
Philadelphia ;  later  he  entered  the  employ  of  ■ 
the  National  Life  Insurance  Company,  and 
successively  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Union 
Transfer   Company,  in  the   auditing  depart- 
ment, and  the  Reading  express,  in  their  of- 
fices in  Philadelphia.     In  January,   1887,  he 
came  to  Dunbar  to  accept  a  place  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Dunbar  Furnace  Company,  which 
he  has  filled  to  the  present  time  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  firm 
with  which  he  is   connected.     The   thirteen 
years  that  Mr.  Cook  has  devoted  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Dunbar  Furance  Company  fur- 
nish  the  strongest  proof   of   his   worth  and 
ability,  and  the  appreciation  of  the  same  by 
those  men  who  own  and  furnish  the  financial 
backing  for  so  large  a  concern  as  the  Dun- 
bar  Furnace   Company.     They   are   men   of 
strong  business  judgment,  and  are  quick  to 
recognize    abihty    and   to   appreciate   worth. 
He  was  married  to  Mrs.  Elmira  W.  Potter  in 
March,  18S2.    Three  children  have  been  born 
to    Mr.    and    Mrs.    Cook:    Flarriet   Warner, 
James  H.  and  Benjamin  C.     Mr.  Cook  is  a 
member  of  the   Artisans"    Order  of   ]\Iutual 
Protection  of  Philadelphia,  the  Royal  Arca- 
num, Council  No.  754,  at  Dunbar,  Pa.     He 
has  filled  all  the  chairs  and  is  at  present  dis- 
trict grand  deputy  regent,  and  is  representa- 
tive of  Dunbar  Council  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  are  Episcopalians,  as 
were  their  ancestors.  While  prudent  in  poli- 
tics he  is  a  staunch  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  many 
friends,  and  when  he  takes  an  active  interest 
can  easily  make  himself  felt  in  local  poli- 
tics. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  take  a  leading  part 
socially  and  are  thoroughly  appreciated  by 
the  young  people  of  Dunbar.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  Mr.  Cook  was  Dr.  Silas  Cook, 
of  Scotch  descent,  who  in  his  day  was  a  lead- 
ing physician  of  New  Jersey,  where  he  died. 
The  maternal  grandparents  were  Samuel  and 
Mary  Wilhelm,  of  German  descent. 

Dr.  William  W.  WarnE,  a  prominent 
physician  of  Dunbar,  Pa.,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 14,  1862,  in  Washington  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  is  a  son  of  Hiram  and  Elizabeth 
(Nicholls)  Warne,  the  former  a  native  of 
Washington  county  and  a  successful  farmer, 
who  died  in  February,  1896,  at  the  age  of 
sevent}-four  years,  and  the  latter  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Rebecca  (Devore)  Nicholls,  of 
Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  was  born  near  Round 
Hill,  in  September,  1836,  and  is  living  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three.  The  paternal  grand- 
father. Major  James  ^^'arne,  came  from  New 
Jersey  when  quite  a  youth  with  his  parents, 
and  located  near  Monongahela  City  in  Wash- 
ington county,  where  he  married  a  Miss  Par- 
kerson,  who  resided  near  Parkerson's  ferry, 
in  Washington  county.  He  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  Inisiness  and  also  interested  in 
farming.  He  died  in  1856  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three,  and  his  wife  died  about  ten 
years  later  aged  eighty-four.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  James  Nicholls,  died  in  1S48, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two,  and  the  maternal 
grandmother  died  about  1880,  aged  eighty- 
three.  There  were  born  to  Hiram  and  Eliza- 
beth   (Xich(ills)    Warne    five    sons    and    two 
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daughters :  James  Calvin,  Rebecca  Florence, 
Allen  Clark,  cashier  of  a  bank,  and  lives  in 
Washington  county ;  Boyd  Elmer,  an  attor- 
ney in  Washington,  Pa. ;  Howard  Fulton,  a 
farmer,  near  Washington ;  ^Marietta  May  and 
William  W.,  subject  of  this  sketch.  Dr. 
\\'arne  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
county,  was  graduated  from  Washington  and 
Jefferson  college  in  the  class  of  1886,  and  en- 
tered JefTerson  Medical  college,  Philadelphia, 
graduating  in  1889.  Dr.  Warne  first  located 
at  Wilmerding,  where  he  remained  two  years, 
and  then  came  to  Dunbar,  where  he  has  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice  and  ranks  highly 
as  a  physician.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  literary 
attainments  and  skilled  in  his  profession.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
Dunbar,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Heptasophs  and  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  His  father, 
prior  to  the  war,  was  a  Democrat,  but  was  a 
Republican  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Dr. 
Warne  was  married  October  16,  1895,  to 
Miss  ^lary  Belle,  daughter  of  George  and 
Martha  (Scott)  Porter,  of  Dunbar,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Boyd,  born  January  18,  1897. 

George  Hexrv  Swearingex,  a  prominent 
business  man  and  leading  citizen  of  Dunbar 
borough,  was  born  February  13,  1853,  ^t 
Hopwood,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  a 
noted  place  on  the  National  Road,  and  now 
a  suburb  of  Uniontown.  He  is  a  son  of 
Daniel  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Swearingen,  re- 
ceived an  academical  education  at  Hopwood 
and  Uniontown,  and  when  sixteen  years  of 
age,  desiring  to  learn  the  trade  of  painter, 
went  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  followed  paint- 
ing on  steamboats  until  1871.  He  then 
served  as  a  clerk  at  Broad  Ford  for  E.  H. 
Reed,  and  when  the  latter  sold  out,  accepted 
a  clerkship  with  Watt,  Reed  &  Company,  of 


Dunbar,  which  he  held  until  1876.  In  that 
year  he  became  a  partner  with  George  W. 
Porter  in  the  general  mercantile  business  at 
Dunbar,  buying  out  Mr.  Porter  on  October 
13,  1880,  and  three  years  later  removed  his 
store  from  his  present  dwelling  and  across 
the  street  to  a  building  which  was  burned 
in  1893,  with  a  loss  of  five  thousand  dollars 
above  the  insurance.  2\Ir.  Swearingen  (then 
at  the  World's  Fairj  returned  and  soon 
opened  a  store  in  his  present  brick  building, 
originally  built  for  a  wareroom.  He  does 
over  forty  thousand  dollars  worth  of  busi- 
ness yearly,  is  a  large  property  holder  in  the 
borough  and  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum. He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Ala- 
son  and  he  and  his  family  are  communicant 
members  of  tlie  Dunbar  Presbyterian  church. 
He  is  a  Republican,  and  one  who  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  him  says :  "George  H.  Swear- 
ingen is  a  strong  adherent  to  the  principles 
of  government  taught  by  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton and  Abraham  Lincoln  and  put  into  exe- 
cution by  the  able  and  patriotic  administra- 
tion of  William  McKinley.  He  stands  high 
in  the  councils  of  his  party,  and  believing 
the  principles  of  that  party  to  stand  for  that 
which  is  noblest  and  best  in  our  civil  and 
political  institutions,  as  well  as  for  the  ma- 
terial development  and  social  advancement 
of  our  people  and  our  country.  He  is  an 
ardent  supporter  and  indefatigable  worker 
for  the  success  of  his  party.  Mr.  Swearingen 
has  been  an  active  factor  in  the  politics  of 
Fayette  county  for  the  past  fifteen  years. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  executive  committee  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty, as  well  as  a  committeeman  for  the  bor- 
ough of  Dunbar.  He  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Dunbar  by  President  McKinley, 
and  the  appointment  was  confirmed  by  the 
United  States  Senate  June   15,    1897.     Mr. 
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Swearingen  served  as  Congressman  Ache- 
son's  (of  the  Twenty-fourth  Congressional 
district)  first  conferee,  and  is  a  staunch  sup- 
porter of  Senator  Qua}'.  He  is  Hberal  in  his 
views,  yet  firm  in  his  convictions,  of  strong 
personaHty  and  prepossessing  in  appearance, 
possessed  of  clear  cut  and  well  defined  fea- 
tures, that  would  quickly  hnpress  even  a 
stranger  with  the  true  worth  and  high  char- 
acter of  the  man.  He  is  generous,  yet  judi- 
cious in  all  matters.  He  enjoys  the  highest 
esteem,  regard  and  confidence  of  all  whose 
privilege  it  is  to  know  him.  Mr.  Swearingen 
has  been  a  resident  of  Dunbar  for  twenty- 
seven  years,  and  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  every  move  that  would  be  of  material  in- 
terest to  the  place,  and  enjoys  an  enviable 
reputation  with  all  classes  for  his  high  sense 
of  honor  and  his  unimpeachable  integrity  in 
business  transactions,  which  are  striking" 
traits  of  a  well  rounded  character.  Mr. 
Swearingen  was  married  December  23,  1875, 
to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Porter,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander and  Mary  Ann  (Watt)  Porter,  the  lat- 
ter natives  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  but  old 
and  prominent  citizens  of  this  community. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Swearingen  are  both 
dead.  Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Swearingen :  May,  an  accomplished 
daughter,  who  attends  the  Pittsburg  Female 
college,  and  was  successful  in  winning  the 
medal  awarded  for  excellency  in  music,  and 
Sadie,  now  deceased.  Mr.  Swearingen  in  a 
reminiscent  mood  can  relate  much  of  inter- 
est in  connection  with  the  past  history  of 
Fayette  county.  He  has  a  vivid  recollection 
of  the  first  locomotive  to  enter  Uniontown 
on  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.,  which  was  the  first  road 
constructed  to  that  place ;  also  remembers  to 
have  seen,  when  a  boy,  the  drovers  with  their 
innumerable  herds  of  cattle,  sheep  and  tur- 
keys, pass  through  Uniontown   on   the   Na- 


tional Road,  for  the  Washington,  Baltimore 
and  other  Eastern  markets,  when  he  and  his 
boy  associates  would  aid  them  in  crossing 
the  mountains.  Mr.  Swearingen,  although  a 
man  in  the  prime  of  life,  remembers  distinct- 
ly when  Fayette  was  a  county  of  plain  and 
substantial  farmers,  and  has  witnessed  her 
change  in  the  past  thirty  years  to  the  richest 
coal  and  coke  district  in  the  world.  He  has 
seen  her  citizens  rise  from  the  humble  walks 
of  life  to  the  fabulous  wealth  of  a  Croesus.  In 
his  day  he  has  witnessed  the  development  of 
a  half  hundred  mines,  either  of  which  is  as 
rich  as  the  famous  Golconda.  The  Swearin- 
gens  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  1636,  the 
date  of  the  birth  of  Gerret  Van  Swearingen 
at  Beemsterdam,  Holland.  He  was  a 
younger  son  of  one  of  the  nobility  of  that 
country,  and  of  liberal  education.  He  was 
connected  with  the  Dutch  West  India  Com- 
pany, and  in  1656,  when  that  company  fitted 
out  the  ship  "Prince  Maurice,"  with  emi- 
grants and  supplies  for  the  Dutch  colony  on 
the  Delaware  river,  he  was  apponited  its  su- 
percargo. This  vessel  sailed  from  the  port  of 
Amsterdam  on  the  21st  of  December,  1656. 
and  was  to  have  touched  at  New  Amsterdam 
(New  York  city) :  but  on  March  8,  1657, 
was  stranded  of¥  Fire  Island,  now  the  south- 
ern coast  of  Long  Island.  The  following 
day,  in  freezing  weather,  the  passengers  and 
crew  in  a  frail  boat  got  to  the  barren  shore, 
where  thev  remained  several  days  without 
fire.  On  the  third  day  they  saw  some  In- 
dians, one  of  whom  was  sent  with  word  to 
Stuyvesant,  then  governor  of  New  Amster- 
dam, who  came  with  a  sloop  and  carried 
them  to  that  place.  A  part  of  the  cargo  of 
the  stranded  ship  had  been  saved  before  the 
ship  went  to  pieces,  and  was  put  on  board 
another  ship  chartered  at  New  Amsterdam, 
and  on  the  i6th  of  April  they  sailed  for  their 
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destination,  which  they  reached  in  safety  in 
five  days.  According  to  an  account  furnished 
by  Gerret  Swearingen,  the  colonists  sailed 
for  New  Castle,  Delaware,  on  the  "Beaver," 
a  vessel  hired  in  New  York,  after  the  wreck 
of  the  "Prince  Maurice,"  and  with  a  com- 
pany of  soldiers  consisting  of  sixty  men  to 
take  possession  of  the  fort,  then  called  New 
Castle,  April  25,  1657,  when  the  soldiers  of 
the  West  India  Company  quitted  the  same. 
Gerret  Swearingen  was  married  to  Miss  Bar- 
bara De  Barrette,  who  was  born  at  Vallen- 
ciennes,  France.  He  was  sheriff,  commissary 
and  a  member  of  the  council,  was  interested 
in  the  cultivation  of  some  lowlands,  a  duck 
pond,  etc.  In  1660  he  and  his  wife  visited 
Holland,  where  they  remained  for  one  year 
and  a  half.  Shortly  after  the  surrender  of 
New  Amsterdam  in  1664,  he  removed  to 
Maryland,  and  in  April,  1669,  he  and  his  wife 
and  two  children,  on  their  petition  to  Lord 
Baltimore,  were  naturalized  as  English  sub- 
jects. The  importance  of  this  act  will  be  seen 
when  it  is  stated  that  the  ownership  of  the 
land  was  restricted  to  British  subjects.  He 
was  an  "innholder"  at  St.  Mary's,  and  owned 
land  in  that  and  Talbot  counties.  In  the 
proclamation  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  St. 
Mary's,  issued  by  Lord  Baltimore,  in  1668, 
he  was  appointed  an  alderman  of  the  city, 
and  in  1674  he  built  the  city's  stocks  and 
whipping  post.  He  was  appointed  sherifif  of 
the  county  in  1686,  and  again  in  1687.  Bar- 
bara, his  wife,  died  in  1670,  and  he  married 
Mary  Smith,  of  St.  Mary's,  October  5,  1676. 
He  died  in  1698,  and  his  wife  some  years 
later.  The  issue  of  the  first  marriage  were 
Elizabeth,  Zacliaria  and  Thomas ;  and  of  the 
second  marriage,  Joseph,  Charles,  Eleanor, 
who  married  a  Carroll ;  Theresa,  Dorothy 
and  one  other  daughter,  who  married  Wil- 
liam Bladen.    Thomas  Swearingen  was  born 


in  St.  ]\Iary's,  Md.,  about  1665.  His  wife's 
given  name  was  Jane.  He  resided  in  Somer- 
set county,  where  he  died  in  1710,  and  where 
he  owned  land.  He  left  four  sons,  Thomas, 
Van,  Samuel  and  John.  The  family  is  divided 
into  four  branches,  each  branch  representing 
the  descendants  of  one  of  the  four  named 
sons.  Thomas  was  born  in  Somerset  coun- 
ty, Md.,  about  1688,  and  married  Lizzie  Ri- 
ley in  1712.  She  was  born  in  1691,  and  died 
in  1764.  He  settled  in  1734  on  the  Potomac 
near  the  present  site  of  Shepherdstown,  W. 
Va.,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  and 
accumulated  great  wealth.  He  had  two  sons, 
Thomas  and  \"an.  From  these  that  branch 
of  the  family  became  numerous,  and  has 
turned  out  many  distinguished  men,  some  of 
whom  were  gallant  soldiers  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  officers  high  in  military 
rank,  intimate  friends  and  advisers  of 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  Patrick  Henry,  and 
stood  high  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  The 
second  branch  descended  from  Van  Swear- 
ingen, known  as  "Maryland  \"an,"  who  was 
probably  born  in  Somerset  county,  Md., 
about  1692.  He  married  Elizabeth  Walker. 
He  lived  in  Washington  county,  ]Md.,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  nine 
years,  having  lived  in  three  centuries.  He 
has  had  many  descendants,  who  are  numer- 
ous in  nearly  every  State  of  the  Union.  Sam- 
uel Swearingen,  founder  of  the  third  branch, 
was  probably  born  in  Somerset  county,  Md., 
about  1700,  and  emigrated  to  Edgecombe 
county,  N.  C,  about  1735 ;  he  resided  in 
Edgecombe  and  Anson  counties.  His  sons 
were  Isaac,  Eli,  Van,  John,  Bowling,  Henry, 
Frederick,  Thomas  and  Richard.  They 
fought  valiantly  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
in  which  they  became  officers.  The}'  left  nu- 
merous descendants  in  all  the  Southern 
States.     Many  of  them  inherited  the  military 
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genius  of  their  ancestors  and  have  been  gal- 
lant soldiers  in  every  way  in  which  this  conn- 
try  has  participated,  and  have  been  and  are 
to-day  leaders  in  every  State  in  legislation, 
in  the  professions  and  in  business  pursuits. 

John  Swearingen,  founder  of  the  fourth 
branch,  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Md., 
in  1702,  and  emigrated  to  Montgomery  coun- 
ty, Md.,  settling  on  Rock  creek  not  far  from 
where  the  city  of  Washington  now  stands. 
Issue :  Thomas,  Samuel,  Van  and  John  and 
several  daughters.  Thomas,  a  son  of  John 
Swearingen  was  born  about  1730  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Md.  He  was  married  twice, 
his  children  numbered  upwards  of  twenty, 
and  among  them  were  John,  Thomas,  Daniel, 
Elimelech,  Samuel,  William,  Van,  Josiah  and 
Hezekiah.  Daniel  was  born  in  Montgomery 
county,  Md.,  about  1755,  and  married  Elea- 
nor Dawson.  He  settled  in  Brooke  county, 
Va.,  near  Steubenville,  O.  His  descendants 
are  as  follows :  Thomas,  who  married  a  Wil- 
coxon  and  was  sherifif  of  Hancock  county, 
Va.,  later  moved  to  Illinois ;  Eleanor,  mar- 
ried Thomas  Moss ;  George  Dawson,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Swearingen,  and  died  in  Nat- 
chez; Henry,  born  in  1787,  and  married  Mary 
Swearingen ;  settled  near  Steubenville,  O. ; 
was  sheriff  of  Jefferson  county  several  terms 
and  representative  in  congress  from  1840- 
41  from  an  Ohio  district.  He  died  return- 
ing from  California  by  water  and  was  buried 
at  sea.  Lemuel  and  Samuel  married  Wilcox- 
ons.  William  Dawson  was  born  October  30, 
1800,  and  married  Elizabeth  Swearingen. 
Daniel  was  born  in  1796,  married  Nellie 
Swearingen,  and  died  in  Iowa  in  1864. 
Nicholas  Dawson  married  an  Owens  and  re- 
sided in  Huron  City,  O. ;  Ruth  married  Be- 
noni  Swearingen ;  Elimelech  Swearingen  was 
born  in  the  Pan  Handle,  Va.,  December  31, 
1791  ;  he  married  Sarah  Wilcoxon  June  11, 


1810,  and  lived  near  Wellsville,  O.,  farming 
and  milling  until  1839,  when  he  moved  to 
Hanover,  O.,  where  he  died  July  20,  1876. 
The  family  were  Presbyterians  and  he  was 
in  the  war  of  1812. 

William  Dawson  Swearingen  was  born 
October  30,  1800,  and  married  Elizabeth 
Swearingen.  They  lived  in  Fayette  county, 
Pa.,  near  Uniontown,  where  he  died  in  1868, 
and  she  in  1879.  Issue :  Rebecca,  George, 
Dawson,  Elizabeth,  William  D.  and  Daniel. 
Rebecca  married  William  ]\IcCleary  and  died 
in  Uniontown.  Her  children  were :  Ewing, 
a  successful  merchant  at  Jefferson,  Greene 
county,  Pa. ;  Elizabeth  Dawson,  married 
Matthew  Holmes  and  lives  at  Clarksburg, 
W.  Va.,  and  Catherine,  who  married  Warren 
Mitchell  and  resides  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
where  he  is  in  the  Government  service. 
George  Dawson  Swearingen  married  Lucin- 
da  J.  Schaffer,  and  died  in  18S9.  Issue: 
Elizabeth,  married  W.  P.  Tinkham ;  Isabel, 
teacher  in  the  Kansas  Wesleyan  university 
at  Salina,  and  George  P.,  a  conductor  on  the 
Union  Pacific  R.  R.  Elizabeth  married  Rev. 
William  Wallace  and  lives  at  Waynesbiirg, 
Greene  county,  Pa.  William  D.  was  born 
September  20,  1832,  and  is  married.  He 
is  in  the  flour  mill  business  at  Union- 
town.  Issue  :  William,  deceased  ;  Mary  and 
Ellen.  Daniel  was  born  August  3,  1827, 
and  married  Mary  E.  Ingle  in  1852.  He  was 
born  in  North  Union  township,  Fayette 
county,  reared  on  a  farm  and  learned  the 
trade  of  painting,  and  is  at  present  living  in 
Uniontown.  Mary  E.  Ingle  was  born  in 
1835 ;  was  a  daughter  of  John  P.  and  Cath- 
erine Ingle,  who  came  to  Fayette  county 
from  near  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  settled  at 
Hopwood,  Pa.,  in  the  early  part  of  this  cen- 
tury. Daniel  Swearingen  served  in  com- 
pany A,  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
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and  fought  gallantly  in  many  battles.  He 
was  at  Gettysburg  and  the  Wilderness  and 
was  slightly  wounded  once  during  his  ser- 
vice as  a  soldier.  There  were  born  to  Dan- 
iel and  Mary  E.  (Ingle)  Swearingen  the  fol- 
lowing children :  George  Henry  (the  subject 
of  this  sketch) ;  Catherine,  at  home  with  her 
parents ;  Mary  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Chas.  E. 
Kremer,  of  Uniontown  ;  Rebecca,  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Case,  Uniontown ;  Minnie,  wife  of  Amzi 
Crawford,  Uniontown ;  John,  conductor  on  a 
railroad  from  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  to  Council 
Bluff,  Iowa ;  Jacob  S.,  married  ]\Iiss  Lizzie 
Porter,  and  is  merchandizing  with  his 
brother  George  H.  in  Dunbar,  Pa. ;  Cather- 
ine, at  home,  and  Daniel,  who  died  when  a 
mere  child. 

Elizabeth  Swearingen,  wife  of  William 
Dawson  Swearingen,  and  grandmother  on 
the  father's  side  of  George  H.  Swearingen, 
was  a  daughter  of  William  Swearingen,  the 
latter  born  in  Montgomery  county,  ]Md.,  in 
1766,  and  married  Elizabeth  Dawson.  They 
removed  to  and  lived  in  Fayette  county.  Pa. 
He  served  as  a  colonel  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Their  children  were:  George,  Samuel,  Wil- 
liam, who  married  Ruth  Swearingen ;  Nellie, 
married  John  Gilchrist ;  Polly,  married 
Charles  AIcLaughlin;  Elizabeth,  married 
^^'illiam  Dawson  Swearingen,  and  Kate, 
married  John  K.  Bryson.  George  Swear- 
ingen was  born  in  Fayette  county.  Pa., 
November  12,  1794,  and  married  Eliza- 
beth Swearingen.  She  died  and  he  mar- 
ried again.  He  died  in  1878  and  his  widow 
resides  in  Allegheny  City,  Pa.  Issue:  Wil- 
liam, born  in  1820,  and  married  Dorcas  Bry- 
son. They  lived  near  Uniontown,  where  he 
died  in  1873.  Lizzie  married  William  E.  Bar- 
rett and  resides  in  Connellsville.  William  B. 
married  Margaret  J.  Francis  and  lives  on  and 
owns  the  old  homestead  settled  by  his  great- 


grandfather, which  originally  included  many 
other  adjoining  farms.  The  property  has 
been  in  the  family  for  more  than  a  hundred 
years.  Annie  F.  married  J.  V.  E.  Ellis,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Uniontown,  where  they 
at  present  reside.  Emma  L.  teaches  music 
in  Uniontown.  John  O.  is  a  leading  attorney 
of  Uniontown,  and  graduated  from  Mt, 
Pleasant  institute  in  1886  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class,  and  in  1888  graduated 
from  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Phi  Delta  Phi  fraternity. 

^\'illiam  Swearingen,  who  was  born  in 
Montgomery  county,  ]\Id.,  in  1766,  was  a  son 
of  Samuel  Swearingen,  who  was  born  about 
1732  in  the  same  place  and  married  Cath- 
erine Condell.  Shortly  after  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  he  settled  in  what  is  now 
Hanover  township,  Beaver  county.  Pa.  His 
house  was  the  stopping  place  for  the  Indian 
scouts ;  the  farm  that  he  settled  still  belongs 
to  his  descendants.  His  daughter  Mary  mar- 
ried Jacob  Colvin  and  lived  near  her  father 
in  Beaver  county.  On  account  of  her  beau- 
tiful hair,  the  Indians  fancied  her  and  wanted 
her  to  be  the  wife  of  a  chief.  She  and  her 
husband  and  child  were  returning  home  from 
a  visit  to  her  parents,  both  on  the  same  horse, 
when  the  Indians  fired  on  them  with  the  in- 
tention, as  it  was  subsequently  ascertained, 
of  killing  Colvin  and  capturing  his  wife.  Both 
were  wounded  and  fell  from  the  horse.  The 
Indians  then  rushed  up,  and  although  Colvin 
endeavored  to  save  his  wife  and  child,  he 
was  compelled  to  flee.  Securing  aid  he  soon 
returned,  but  found  his  wife  and  child  dead. 
The  other  children  of  Samuel  are  William, 
John,  Van,  Thomas,  Samuel,  Basil  and 
Zachariah. 

The  father  of  Samuel,  who  was  born  in 
1732,  and   married   Catherine    Condell.   was 
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John  Swearingen,  the  head  of  the  fourth 
branch  of  the  family.  John  Swearingen  was 
born  in  1702  in  Somerset  county,  ]Md.,  and 
emigrated  to  Montgomery  county,  Md.,  and 
settled  on  Rock  creek,  near  the  present  site 
of  Washington,  D.  C. 

It  can  be  seen  here  from  the  concise  his- 
tory given  of  the  family  that  it  has  in  every 
generation  sustained  with  dignity  the  worthy 
name  of  its  illustrious  ancestors.  The  name 
Swearingen  is  so  intimately  associated  with 
the  civil,  political  and  military  history  of 
some  sections  of  this  country,  that  it  will  ever 
be  a  proud  heritage  to  future  generations. 
The  name  Van  Swearingen  was  changed  to 
Swearingen,  the  prefix  Van  being  dropped 
by  numerous  members  of  the  American 
branch  of  the  family. 

John  Lester  Keeper  is  the  oldest  son  of 
Lutelles  L-  and  Keziah  (Miller)  Kefifer,  and 
was  born  on  the  farm  now  known  as  the  Hill 
farm  in  Dunbar  township,  February  20,  1854, 
under  the  administration  of  Franklin  Pierce, 
a  few  months  before  the  birth  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Peter 
Kefler,  of  German  descent,  came  from 
the  east  and  settled  in  Bullskin  town- 
ship, Fayette  county,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  present  century.  His  wife  was 
Elizabeth  Keffcr.  Peter  Keffer  was  a 
blacksmith  and  in  connection  with  his  shop 
also  conducted  a  farm.  The  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  of  a 
large  family,  and  was  born  March  17,  1837, 
and  is  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  When 
but  sixteen  years  of  age  he  married  Miss 
Keziah  Miller,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
R.  Miller,  both  natives  of  New  Jersey,  who 
came  to  Fayette  county  in  1810  and  located 
in  Dunbar  township,  where  they  owned  prop- 
erty.   John  Miller  died  in  1865,  and  his  wife 


died  in  1883  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 
There  were  fourteen  children  born  to  John 
and  Sarah  Miller,  of  whom  Keziah  was  the 
twelfth,  and  she  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years.  The  ancestors,  as  well  as 
the  immediate  family  of  Mr.  Kefifer,  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  church.  Mr.  Kef- 
fer's  father  and  grandfathers  were  Demo- 
crats, and  both  the  latter  served  in  the  war 
of  1 81 2  under  General  Harrison,  and  al- 
although  Democrats,  supported  General  Har- 
rison for  the  presidency  in  1840.  The  grand- 
father Miller  was  hauled  to  the  polls  in  1864 
and  cast  his  last  vote  for  G.  B.  McClellanJ 
for  president ;  his  ten  sons,  two  of  whom 
were  in  the  army,  also  supported  "Little 
Mac." 

The  first  school  he  attended  was  old 
Franklin  school,  now  used  as  the  residence 
of  the  keeper  of  Franklin  cemetery.  From 
an  infant  he  was  a  lover  of  books,  and  in 
every  school  he  attended  he  won  the  re- 
spect and  approbation  of  his  teachers,  among 
whom  were  John  Junk,  John  R.  Bunker, 
Robert  Allen,  Annon  McDowell,  A.  M.  Hag- 
gerty,  Mary  Herron  and  J.  N.  Anderson.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  left  the  public  schools 
and  for  the  next  four  years  was  connected  in 
the  capacity  of  timekeeper  and  coal  weigh- 
master  with  the  coke  firm  of  E.  M.  Ferguson 
&  Co.  In  August,  1874,  in  order  to  fit  him- 
self to  take  charge  of  that  company's  books 
he  attended  the  Actual  Business  college  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated early  the  next  year.  Returning  home 
when  the  panic  following  the  demonetization 
of  silver  was  at  its  height  and  finding  the 
coke  works  idle,  with  no  immediate  prospect 
of  starting,  he  helped  construct  the  S.  W.  P. 
R.  R.  and  in  the  centennial  year  (the  H.  C. 
Frick  Co.  in  the  meantime  having  been  or- 
ganized and  having  absorbed  the  Ferguson 
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plant)  he  worked  at  manual  labor  for  the 
then  fire-brick  firm  of  Bliss  &  Marshall. 
During  this  year  he  met  J.  N.  Anderson,  and 
was  by  him  led  again  to  take  up  his  studies 
and  prepare  for  teaching.  He  secured  a  cer- 
tificate in  1877,  under  County  Superintendent 
W.  H.  Cooke,  and  taught  the  Hughes  school 
that  winter,  attending  the  next  succeeding 
summers  the  Greensburg  Normal  school 
and  taking  in  addition  the  C.  L.  S.  C.  read- 
ing course.  With  the  exception  of  parts  of 
two  terms  he  has  since  taught  continuously. 
Mr.  KefTer  entered  the  arena  of  politics  not 
as  a  candidate,  but  as  an  active  worker  be- 
fore he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  in 
1875,  unacquainted  with  the  methods  Re- 
publicans adopt  to  reduce  the  Democratic 
vote  and  believing  them  sincere  in  their  pro- 
fessions of  loyalty  to  the  Prohibition  cause, 
cast  his  first  ballot  for  Brown  and  Pennv- 
packer,  the  Prohibition  candidates  for  gov- 
ernor and  lieutenant  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. As  these  candidates  had  but  seven 
votes  in  Dunbar  No.  i,  and  ]\Ir.  Keffer  could 
account  for  five  of  the  seven,  he  cut  clear 
from  those  who  preached  but  did  not  prac- 
tice, and  allied  himself  with  the  cause  of  the 
plain  people,  winning  his  first  laurels  in  the 
congressional  fight  between  Hon.  E.  C. 
Pechin  and  Hon.  C.  E.  Boyle  in  1876.  Since 
then  he  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
his  party,  as  one  of  the  most  active  and  per- 
sistent workers  in  the  ranks.  He  walks 
about  with  the  proverbial  chip  on  his 
shoulder,  ready  at  all  times,  in  all  places  and 
under  all  circumstances  to  do  battle  for  his 
party,  and  his  wide  course  of  general  read- 
ing, his  apparently  inexhaustible  storehouse 
of  accurate  historical  knowledge,  his  recog- 
nized readiness  in  debate,  and  his  cool  mast- 
ery of  sarcasm  make  him  an  adversary  few 
of  his  opponents  care  to  meet.   Yet  all  admit 


he  is  absolutely  fair  in  debate,  will  take  no 
unfair  advantages  of  an  opponent,  but  will 
stand  by  the  facts,  hold  to  the  truth  and  hew 
to  the  lines.  His  political  services  in  the 
press,  on  the  stump  and  at  the  polls  are 
recognized  and  appreciated  by  his  party, 
whose  leaders  know  he  can  neither  be  bribed, 
persuaded  nor  frightened.  Mr.  Kefifer  is  a 
member  of  the  national  bureau  of  volunteer 
speakers,  whose  headquarters  are  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  whose  duty  is  to  use  every 
opportunity  to  advance  the  cause  of  bimetall- 
ism ;  a  member  of  the  American  Bimetallic 
union  of  Washington,  D.  C,  a  great  ad- 
mirer of  Mr.  Bryan,  and  one  of  the  most 
ardent  believers  in  and  advocates  of  the 
Chicago  platform.  His  private  envelopes 
contain  the  following  (his)  condensation  of 
that  famous  document:  "16  to  i — No  Com- 
promise. Equality  of  Justice.  Equality  of 
Opportunity;  a  Revenue  Tariff;  and  Income 
Tax ;  Death  to  Trusts ;  No  Bank  Domina- 
tion; No  Government  by  Injunction.  We 
Propose  to  Fight  it  out  on  this  line."  His 
home  is  adorned  with  portraits  of  great 
Democrats,  and  his  extensive  library  with 
books  explaining  and  defending  his  faith. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  Fayette  Lodge,  No. 
228,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Uniontown,  and  of  the 
M.  E.  church  of  Dunbar.  As  a  teacher  he 
ranks  among  the  very  first  in  the  county, 
and  is  always  in  demand  at  teachers'  insti- 
tutes where  his  speeches  are  accorded  atten- 
tion, and  his  decisions  considered  authority. 
He  is  the  only  teacher  in  Dunbar  township 
ever  appointed  by  the  State  superintendent 
of  public  instruction  to  a  place  on  the  per- 
manent certificate  committee.  Mr.  Keffer 
has  been  twice  married.  First  to  Miss  Mary 
J.  Dalton,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  April  25,  1882, 
and  second  on  May  19,  1897,  to  Miss  Adda 
Herrington,  a  teacher  and  the  eldest  daugh- 
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ter  of  B.  F.  Herrington,  of  Masontown. 
Three  children,  Anna  J.,  aged  sixteen ;  Sadie 
Ray,  aged  fourteen,  and  Grover  C,  aged 
thirteen,  represent  the  first  marriage,  and 
one,  John  Herrington  (a  year  old),  the  sec- 
ond marriage.  Mr.  Keffer  is  five  feet  eight 
and  one-half  inches  tall,  medium  build,  dark 
complexion  and  hazel  eyes.  His  health  is 
good  and  the  future  has  promise  for  him  of 
still  greater  usefulness.  His  pastime  when 
out  of  the  school  room  is  gardening  and 
poultry  raising,  and  he  is  also  a  pigeon 
fancier,  and  a  great  admirer  of  the  peerless 
queen  of  the  dairy,  the  Jersey  cow. 

William  Deak  Blaciov,  son  of  Richard 
and  Eden  (Dean)  Blacka,  was  born  in 
Bridgeport,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  March  24, 
1844.  His  parents  were  natives  of  England, 
and  were  married  when  they  came  to  this 
country.  They  located  first  in  Brownsville, 
and  later  settled  at  Pike  Run,  Washington 
county.  The  father  was  by  trade  a  plasterer 
•  and  roofer  and  put  the  roof  on  the  old  stone 
bank  in  Brownsville.  After  his  death,  his 
widow  married  a  JN'Ir.  Wynn,  of  Brownsville, 
and  both  died  about  the  same  time  at  Bridge- 
port. Sixteen  children  were  born  to  Richai^d 
and  Eden  (Dean)  Blacka,  four  of  whom  are 
living :  Thomas  at  Homestead,  Pa. ;  Annie, 
single ;  Robert,  on  the  home  place  in  Wash- 
ington count\',  and  W'illiam  Dean  Blacka, 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Blacka  attend- 
ed the  common  schools.  In  1862  he  enlist- 
ed in  an  independent  company,  commanded 
by  Captain  Greenfield,  and  fought  valiantly 
in  a  number  of  battles,  until  1864  when  he 
was  detached  from  the  above  company  and 
mustered  in  Company  B,  of  the  22d  Penn- 
sylvania Regiment.  Captain  Greenfield  was 
made  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  22d  Pennsyl- 
vania  Regiment,   and  this   regiment   was   in 


many  hard  fought  engagements,  and  was 
considered  one  of  the  best  and  most  effective 
in  the  A'alley  of  Mrginia.  I\Ir.  Blacka  was 
honorably  discharged  after  three  years  of 
service.  After  returning  from  the  war  he 
entered  the  oil  belt  of  Greene  county,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years,  drilling  for  oil, 
and  where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Barbara 
Wilkinson,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Wilkinson, 
of  Greene  county.  Six  children  were  born 
to  this  union :  Robert  H.,  a  clerk  at  the 
Racket  store  in  Uniontown;  Thomas  Milton 
(deceased);  Samuel  R.,  drives  a  team  at 
Mahoney ;  William  (deceased) ;  Elva  E., 
wife  of  Thomas  Kelly,  of  Dunbar  township, 
and  Albert  Ellsworth,  driver  of  a  team  for 
his  father  at  Dunbar,  Pa.  Mr.  Blacka  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post,  165,  at  Dunbar. 
He  is  a  Republican,  and  has  ever  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party, 
and  has  served  both  as  delegate  and  com- 
mitteeman. He  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  M.  P.  church.  He  has  resided  in  Dun- 
bar for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  by  his 
energy,  industry  and  perseverance  he  has 
reared  a  family  and  saved  something  for  the 
declining  years  of  his  life. 

John  INIiller  McDowell,  a  leading  citi- 
zen and  druggist  of  Dunbar,  Pa.,  was  born 
on  December  11,  1853,  in  Dunbar  township, 
Pa.  He  is  a  son  of  William  Henry  and  Re- 
becca (Miller)  McDowell,  of  Dunbar.  Wil- 
liam Henry  McDowell  was  a  native  of 
Wharton  township,  but  has  for  many  years 
resided  in  Dunbar  township.  The  grand- 
father, Andrew  McDowell,  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  who  came  to  this  country  during 
the  early  history  of  the  Republic,  and  died 
sixty  years  ago.  The  maternal  grandfather 
was  John  Miller.  There  were  born  to  John 
Miller  nine  sons  and  five  daughters.     Five 
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cliildreu  were  born  to  William  H.  and  Re- 
becca McDowell:  John,  immediate  subject 
of  the  sketch;  Sarah  Jane,  wife  of  Harvey 
Holland,  and  who  resides  in  Dunbar; 
Bradford  Wilson,  a  resident  of  Georges 
township,  and  who  is  a  track  layer  in  the 
mines  for  the  H.  C.  Frick  Co. ;  Adam  Keffer, 
a  resident  of  North  Union  township,  former- 
ly in  the  mercantile  business,  but  at  present 
farming  and  running  teams ;  William  Alex- 
ander, a  resident  of  North  Union  township 
and  employed  in  laying  tracks  for  the  H.  C. 
Frick  Co.,  was  also  formerly  in  the  mercan- 
tile business.  John  J\I.  McDowell  received 
a  limited  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Fayette  county,  onlj-  attending  school  about 
one  year.  He  started  in  life  on  his  own  re- 
sources, and  worked  at  the  mines  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  was  married  in  1877  to 
Miss  Margaret  Matthews,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Matthews,  of  North  Union  town- 
ship. Seven  children  bless  that  union : 
Thomas  W^illiam,  born  January,  1880; 
Elizabeth,  October,  1882 ;  Clara  Rebecca, 
January,  1885;  Isa  Pearl,  October,  1888; 
John  Irwin,  August,  1892 ;  Ethel,  December, 
1895;  Margaret  Isabel,  November  30,  1898, 
all  of  whom  are  living.  Mrs.  McDowell  is 
one  of  a  family  of  fourteen  children.  Mr. 
]\IcDowell  was  for  some  years  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  North  Union 
township,  conducting  two  stores ;  one  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  he  sold  the  other  to 
the  McClure  Coke  Co.  j\lr.  McDowell  has 
been  burned  out  twice,  losing  heavily  each 
time.  In  one  fire  he  lost  six  hundred  dollars 
in  money.  He  has  always  been  generous 
and  willing  to  aid  those  in  distress  whenever 
it  is  in  his  power  to  do  so ;  he  lost  more 
than  ten  thousand  dollars  during  the  big 
strike.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  he  has  been 
successful  in  business,  and  has  accumulated 
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a  good  property,  owning  a  fine  drug  store 
in  Dunbar ;  also  other  fine  properties  in  Dun- 
bar, and  is  heavily  interested  in  timber  and 
devotes  much  of  his  time  to  that  business. 
He  is  a  member  of  Fayette  Lodge,  No.  228, 
F.  &  A.  ^I. ;  Union  Chapter,  No.  165,  R.  A. 
'SI.,  and  Uniontown  Commandery,  No.  49, 
Knights  Templar.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and 
has  served  as  school  director  for  North 
Union  township,  and  is  at  present  a  director 
at  Dunbar.  He  has  been  solicited  by  his 
friends  to  run  for  county  commissioner,  but 
refused  as  his  business  is  of  such  importance 
he  could  not  give  it  up. 

\\'iLLiAM  Alexander  Hughes,  a  promi- 
nent and  successful  lumberman  and  farmer, 
was  born  on  the  Hughes  homestead,  near 
the  place  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Butler) 
Hughes,  of  Dunbar  township.  William 
Hughes,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Shade  township, 
Somerset  county.  Pa.,  and  when  six  years  of 
age,  he  went  to  live  with  John  McMullen, 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Somerset  county,  who 
resided  on  the  National  Road,  and  when 
fourteen  years  old  came  to  Dunbar  town- 
ship, and  engaged  with  Cane,  Vance  &  Mil- 
ler, since  which  time  he  had  been  a  citizen  of 
Dunbar,  where  he  owns  valuable  farm  lands, 
until  recently,  when  he  moved  to  a  farm  in 
Stewart  township.  Mr.  Hughes'  first  work 
was  with  the  New  Laurel  furnace  on  the 
mountains,  which  was  owned  and  operated 
by  Cane,  ^'ance  &  Miller.  William  Hughes, 
Sr.,  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Butler,  who  was 
left  an  orphan  and  reared  by  Col.  James  Paull, 
who  was  a  prominent  and  wealthy  citizen  of 
Dunbar  township.  She  died  February  6, 
1886,  and  was  buried  at  the  family  cemetery 
on  the  farm  at  Tucker  run.  The  father  lo- 
cated on  the  place  which  he  owns  in  Dunbar 
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township  in  1857.  He  was  a  man  of  liigh 
character  and  had  many  friends.  The  farm 
on  Tucker  run,  purchased  by  Wihiam 
Hughes,  Sr.,  contains  three  hundred  and  six- 
ty-three acres.  The  second  marriage  of 
VVilHam  Hughes,  Sr.,  was  to  Miss  Susanna 
Wells,  in  October,  1891.  They  now  reside 
in  Stewart  township  on  a  farm  they  own  near 
Greenbriar  school  house.  William  Hughes, 
Sr.,  was  for  many  years  director  of  schools 
in  Dunbar  township,  and  has  been  tmtil  re- 
cently a  director  of  the  schools  in  Stewart, 
but  resigned  the  office  on  account  of  ill 
health.  There  were  born  to  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Butler)  Hughes  nine  children : 
Joseph,  the  eldest,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  was  in 
niany  hard  fought  battles ;  served  out  his 
term  of  enlistment,  three  years ;  now  owns 
a  farm  and  is  a  successful  farmer;  and  a 
Democrat;  James  H.,  a  resident  on  Tucker 
run,  owns  a  good  farm,  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  is  a  Democrat ;  married  first  Miss 
Lydia  Ann  Allen,  of  Stewart  township,  and 
after  her  death,  Miss  EHza  James,  of  Wharton 
township ;  Jonah,  owns  a  farm,  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Tucker  Run  valley;  is  a  Demo- 
crat and  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Lowery; 
William  A. ;  one  daughter  living  and  three 
dead ;  and  George  Paull,  born  March  22, 
1863,  at  Tucker  run,  near  where  he  at  pres- 
ent resides,  and  once  attended  the  public 
schools. 

Since  leaving  school  George  P.  Hughes 
has  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 
t!ic  carpenter  trade  and  farming.  He  owns 
two  valuable  farms,  one  on  which  he  resides 
containing  seventy-one  acres,  another  of 
about  eighty-two  acres :  and  also  has  saw- 
mill interests.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Maggie  Hall,  of  Dunbar  township,  Septem- 
ber 3,  1882.     Eight  children  bless  that  union: 


Pearl,  born  March  6,  1884;  Arthur,  May  9, 
1885;  Ethel  May,  April  23,  1887;  Clyde, 
February  13,  1889;  Roy,  June  19,  1891 ; 
Clarence,  September  17,  1893;  Alva,  Septem- 
ber 4,  1895;  Ines,  November  4,  1897.  Mr. 
Geo.  Paull  Hughes  has  been  a  Democrat  all 
his  life.  He  is  honest  and  upright,  and  has 
been  quite  successful  in  business. 

William  Alexander  Hughes,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  attended  the  public  schools  of 
the  township.  Left  school  when  nineteen 
years  of  age  to  engage  in  farming  on  the 
home  place,  remaining  there  until  he  reach- 
ed the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  when  under 
the  first  administration  of  Cleveland  he  se- 
cured the  appointment  of  railway  mail  clerk, 
on  the  Pittsburg  and  New  York  division. 
After  a  time  he  was  compelled  to  give  up  this 
position  owing  to  failing  health.  He  then 
embarked  in  the  saw-mill  and  timber  busi- 
ness and  in  farming  in  Dunbar  township,  in 
which  he  has  been  engaged  since  1885.  Mr. 
Hughes  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  sixty  acres, 
on  which  he  resides,  and  also  owns  a  half 
interest  in  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres  of  valuable  timber  land.  Mr.  Hughes 
was  married  January  8,  1881,  to  Miss  Mary 
Jane  Dalton,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Annie  Dalton,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.  She  was 
born  July  8,  1862.  Five  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes:  Annie,  born  June 
28,  1882;  Albert,  born  August  21,  1884; 
Eddie,  October  14,  1887;  Willard,  October 
13,  1892,  and  Ewing,  September  13,  1895. 
Mr.  Hughes  is  a  staunch  Democrat.  He 
was  a  candidate  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for 
the  office  of  commissioner,  but  did  not  re- 
ceive the  nomination.  He  was  nominated 
on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1895  'is  director 
of  the  county  home,  but  as  the  entire  Demo- 
cratic ticket  was  defeated  that  year  he 
went  down  with  his  ]iarty.     He  is  well  known 


AND  HISTORICAL  REFEREXCE   BOOK   OF  FAYETTE   COUNTY. 


951 


and    has    many    friends,    and    is    numbered 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  the  county. 

Morgan  Jerome  Stewart,  a  prominent 
and  successful  farmer  of  Dunbar  township, 
was  born  September  7,  1857,  at  Brownsville, 
Pa.  He  is  a  son  of  Addison  S.  and  Annie 
(Kelly)  Stewart.  Addison  Stewart  was  born 
November  9,  1820,  near  Brownsville,  and 
died  May  25,  1886.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
resided  in  Franklin  township  for  thirty  years, 
where  he  owned  a  farm.  Mrs.  Stewart  was 
born  November  8,  1841,  in  Brownsville  and 
was  a  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Jane  Kelly, 
of  Greene  county.  Pa.  Her  parents  were  of 
Irish  descent,  while  his  great-grandparents 
were  natives  of  Ireland.  To  Addison  S.  and 
Annie  (Kelly)  Stewart  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren: Morgan  J.,  Harriet  Emma,  wife  of 
Henry  Walters,  of  Upper  Tyrone  township; 
Laura  Belle,  married  James  Martin,  of  Perry- 
opolis,  and  a  farmer  of  near  Oxford,  Neb., 
since  1887;  Elizabeth,  married  Ellis  Vance,  of 
North  Union  township,  where  she  died  in 
1896;  George  B.  McClelland,  a  resident  of 
Charleroi,  Pa.,  married  ]\Iiss  Olive  Sutton, 
of  that  place,  is  a  Democrat  and  second  mas- 
ter furnaceman  in  the  lamp  chimney  works 
at  Charleroi;  Bertha  Olive,  wife  of  James 
Blythe,  a  farmer  of  Red  Lion,  Jefferson 
township ;  Margaret,  single,  and  with  her 
mother  at  Charleroi.  Morgan  Jerome  Stew- 
art attended  school  at  the  Cunningham 
school  in  Franklin  township,  where  the  fam- 
ily was  educated,  while  Olive  also  attended 
school  at  New  Salem.  i\Ir.  Stewart  left  school 
when  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  was  engaged  in  driving  a  team,  saw 
milling  and  various  other  occupations.  In 
1885  he  moved  to  Leisenring,  where  he  was 
stable  boss  for  a  while,  and  from  there  he 
went  to  Beeson  mills,  and  was  in  the  employ 


of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Co.,  remaining  there  two 
years.  In  October,  1895,  he  moved  to  Dun- 
bar township,  and  has  since  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  farming  on  the  place  where 
he  now  resides,  except  one  year  when  he 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Co. 
By  hard  work,  energy  and  the  aid  of  a  faith- 
ful wife,  Mr.  Stewart  has  been  able  to  pur- 
chase a  valuable  farm  of  fifty-four  acres, 
which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  supplies  Dunbar  and  surround- 
ing towns  with  vegetables  and  other  pro- 
ducts from  his  farm,  and  is  an  authority  on 
approved  and  successful  methods  of  farm- 
ing. He  married  Miss  Eliza  Ann  ^lay,  a 
daughter  of  John  May,  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, on  June  13,  1877.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  that  union:  Rosetta,  born  May  5, 
1878,  died  June  25,  1886;  Grace  O.,  born 
July  6,  1880;  Clara  V.,  born  January  11, 
1883;  Wilbur  P.,  born  October  30,  1885; 
^^'alter  M.,  born  February  29,  1888,  died 
August  14,  1888;  Annie  May,  born  Febru- 
ary II,  1890;  Ruth  Elizabeth,  born  October 
II,  1892.  Mr.  Stewart  is  a  member  and  a 
deacon  of  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Dun- 
bar, and  is  secretary  of  the  ]\Ionongahela 
association.  Mrs.  Stewart  and  one  daughter, 
Clara,  are  members  of  the  same  denomina- 
tion. Mr.  Stewart  is  a  Democrat  and  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

Joseph  Crawford  Yaw,  an  honest  and 
progressive  farmer  and  citizen  of  Dunbar 
township,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  January 
16,  1843,  i'l  Dunbar  township.  He  is  a  son 
of  Thomas  and  Mary  Ann  (Clark)  Yaw,  the 
latter  of  whom  came  from  near  Carlisle  and 
located  in  Connellsville,  Pa.  Thomas  Yaw 
came  to  Fayette  county  when  a  young  man 
and  located  in  Dunbar  township.  He  was 
born  in   Westmoreland   county  in   1808;   he 
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also  resided  for  a  short  time  in  Ohio. 
Thomas  Yaw's  mother  was  a  Miss  Mary 
Dermer,  who  died  while  he  was  an  infant. 
Thomas  Yaw  was  married  twice,  Mary  Ann 
Clark  being  his  second  wife,  and  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  1842.  Six  children  were 
born  of  this  union:  Mary  Agnes  (deceased), 
married  Orthinele  Livingston ;  Susan  Eliza- 
beth (deceased) ;  Margaret  Ellen,  wife  of 
T.  J.  Lincoln,  of  South  ConnellsviUe ;  Louisa 
Ann  (deceased),  was  the  wife  of  James  Long 
and  resided  in  Belmont  county,  O. ;  Henry 
(deceased),  and  Joseph  Crawford  Yaw,  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Joseph  C.  Yaw  was  born 
on  a  farm  in  Dunbar  township  near  New 
Haven,  and  has  devoted  his  life  to  farming 
in  Dunbar  township,  with  the  exception  of 
one  year,  when  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
in  Iowa.  He  purchased  a  valuable  farm  in 
Dunbar  township,  on  which  he  resides,  of 
sixty-eight  acres,  underlaid  with  fine  coking 
coal.  He  has  a  splendid  residence  and  a 
large  barn.  The  farm  is  in  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  is  managed  by  Mr.  Yaw  and 
his  nephew.  Mr.  Yaw's  father  died  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1894,  in  his  eighty-sixth  year.  The 
mother  is  living  with  Mr.  Yaw  and  was 
eighty-three  years  old  in  May,  1899.  Mr. 
Yaw  has  aided  in  the  support  of  three  famil- 
ies, and  owing  to  this  great  responsibility 
has  never  married,  although  he  has  been 
successful  in  accumulating  good  property. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is 
a  Democrat,  and  adheres,  as  did  his  father, 
to  the  principles  of  that  party.  He  served 
one  term  as  school  director  of  Dunbar  town- 
ship, and  could  have  been  re-elected  by 
either  the  Republicans  or  Democrats  if  he 
would  have  accepted.  He  is  honest  and 
just  in  his  dealings,  and  no  man  is  better 
liked  in  the  community,  or  has  more  friends, 
than  Joseph  C.  Yaw. 


William  Howard  Yaw,  one  of  the  worthy 
young  men  of  Dunbar  township,  and 
nephew  of  Joseph  Crawford  Yaw,  was  born 
April  I,  1873,  in  Dunbar.  He  married  Miss 
Alma  Young,  daughter  of  Eric  and  Caroline 
Young,  natives  of  Sweden.  Alma  (Young) 
Yaw  was  born  May  16,  1874,  and  was  mar- 
ried February  16,  1898.  She  came  to  the 
United  States  with  her  parents  in  1882  and 
located  in  Dunbar  township,  until  the  death 
of  her  parents,  Eric  dying  February  5,  1887, 
aged  thirty-seven  years,  and  Caroline  De- 
cember 28,  1896,  aged  forty-seven  years. 
Eric  and  Caroline  Young  had  four  children, 
one  son,  deceased,  one  son  at  Braddock,  and 
two  daughters,  Mrs.  Yaw  and  Hilda,  who 
married  Clarence  B.  Humbert,  of  Dunbar 
township.  Mr.  Yaw  worked  on  his  uncle's 
farm  and  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Dunbar  township.  In  the  summer  of  1893 
he  attended  the  Dunbar  normal  school,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  engaged  in  farming. 
He  joined  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Dun- 
bar in  1898.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  served 
as  register  of  the  district.  He  is  a  man  of 
splendid  character  and  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  a  host  of  friends.  He  is  hon- 
est in  his  dealings,  and  is  respected  by  the 
entire  community.  He  has  one  sister,  Ada, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Theodore  Matthews,  a 
farmer  of  Dunbar  township.  She  was  born 
in  January,  1879,  and  was  married  in  Alarch, 
1896.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Yaw  have  one 
child,  Charles  Howard  Yaw,  born  December 
31,  1899.  Mrs.  Yaw  joined  the  M.  E.  church 
in  1890,  but  eight  years  later,  with  her  hus- 
band, united   with  the   Presbyterian  church. 

EbenivZER  FiNLfiY  Woodward,  one  of 
the  leading  and  most  successful  farmers  of 
Dunbar  township,  Fayette  county,  was  born 
in  Fayette  county  on  the  farm  on  which  he 
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now  resides,  September  ii,  1840.  He  is  a 
son  of  Davis  and  Alary  (Boyd)  Woodward. 
Davis  Woodward  was  a  native  of  Fayette 
county  and  was  born  in  JMenallen  township 
near  New  Salem  in  1806.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  and  stock  raisers 
of  Fayette  county.  He  reared  to  maturity 
twelve  children,  leaving  to  each  a  home.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  Caleb  Woodward, 
also  a  native  of  Fayette  county,  and  a  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  IMenallen  township,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death.  One  son  and  five 
daughters  were  born  to  Caleb  Woodward : 
Davis,  Phoebe,  wife  of  Ebenezer  Finley,  a 
farmer  in  IMenallen  township ;  Lydia,  wife  of 
Zadock  Jackson,  a  farmer  of  Menallen  town- 
ship, after  whose  death  she  married  a  Mr. 
Tracey ;  Hannah,  wife  of  William  Jones,  and 
after  his  death  married  William  Hague ;  one 
died  in  infancy,  and  Eliza,  wife  of  William 
Campbell.  Davis  Woodward  married  Miss 
]\Iary  Boyd,  of  Menallen  township,  who  was 
born  in  1810.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Robert 
and  P-ebecca  Boyd,  who  had  five  sons  and 
three  daughters :  Samuel,  who  was  twice 
elected  sheriff  of  Fayette  county  on  the 
Democratic  ticket ;  William,  a  farmer,  born 
and  reared  in  Menallen  township,  and  was 
the  father  of  Hon.  A.  D.  Boyd,  a  prominent 
attorney  of  Uniontown,  a  leading  Democrat, 
and  serving  as  State  senator,  representing 
the  counties  of  Fayette  and  Greene ;  Joseph, 
a  farmer  and  resident  of  Illinois ;  Dempsey 
and  Robert,  managers  of  furnaces  (both  are 
dead);' Mary  (Boyd)  Woodward;  Eliza,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  Caleb  Antram,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Menallen  township,  and 
a  daughter  who  married  Hugh  Wilson  and 
moved  to  Iowa.  Robert  Boyd,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  Mr.  Woodward,  was  a  promi- 
nent citizen  of  the  county  and  served  for 
many   years   as   associate   judge    of   Fayette 


county.  He  was  a  Democrat.  Thirteen  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Davis  and  Mary  (Boyd) 
Woodward :  Robert  Boyd,  who  died  in  Illi- 
nois, where  he  left  a  family,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  farming;  Caleb,  resided  near 
Uniontown,  where  he  died,  leaving  a  family ; 
Samuel  Work,  a  prominent  and  leading 
farmer  of  Menallen  township,  has  a  large 
and  interesting  family;  Davis,  died  when  a 
child;  Joseph,  a  farmer,  has  a  family  and  is 
a  resident  of  Missouri ;  Rebecca,  wife  of 
Charles  Beatty,  a  leading  citizen  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Dunbar  township ;  Ebene- 
zer Finley  (subject) ;  John  William,  resides 
in  Franklin  township,  where  he  has  a  family, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming;  Phoebe,  wife  of 
James  Collins,  a  farmer  and  resident  of 
^^'ellsville,  Kan. ;  Alary  E.,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Cox,  and  resided  in  Van- 
derbilt  until  her  death,  when  Mr.  Cox  moved 
to  Kansas ;  Eliza  Jane,  wife  of  Stewart  Hen- 
derson, a  farmer  of  Warren  county,  111. ; 
Davis  Dempsey,  married,  and  resides  two 
miles  from  Searights,  in  Redstone  township; 
and  Harriette,  wife  of  Stewart  Henderson, 
a  leading  farmer  of  Franklin  township.  Ebe- 
nezer F.  Woodward  attended  the  common 
schools  and  received  a  common  school  edu- 
cation. He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  after 
reaching  manhood,  engaged  in  farming  on 
the  place  where  he  now  resides.  He  was 
married  in  1868  to  Miss  Elma  Cox,  daughter 
of  George  Cox,  of  Dunbar  township.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Woodward  have  nine  children  liv- 
ing and  one  dead :  Sarah  Elizabeth,  single ; 
Davis  Dempsey,  at  home  and  engaged  in 
farming;  George  W.,  married  Miss  Etta 
Dunn,  daughter  of  Wallace  Dunn,  of  near 
Brownsville,  and  is  a  resident  of  North 
Union  township ;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  John 
Smith,  a  teacher  of  Dunbar  township,  and 
has  one  child,  Elma;  Jessie  O.,  Delia  Jane, 
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Ebenezer  Finley,  Belle  (deceased),  Joseph 
and  Elma  Florence.  Mr.  Woodward  owns 
a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres 
of  valuable  land  in  Dunbar  township,  where 
he  has  devoted  his  life  successfully  to  farm- 
ing. He  has  been  elected  four  terms  of 
three  years  each  as  road  commissioner  for 
Dunbar  township,  and  served  ten  years  un- 
til the  office  was  abolished.  Mr.  Woodward 
is,  as  are  his  brothers,  and  as  were  his  an- 
cestors on  both  sides,  an  active  and  lifelong 
Democrat,  and  ever  faithful  to  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Red  Men  and  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
and  his  family  belong  to  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  well  deserves  the  high  esteem 
in  which   he  is  held. 

Samuel  Harper,  a  representative  citizen 
of  Dunbar  township,  Fayette  county,  was 
born  in  Dunbar  township,  May  27,  1849.  He 
is  a  son  of  William  H.  and  Priscilla  (Old- 
ham) Harper.  William  PI.  Harper  was  born 
in  Franklin  township,  Fayette  county,  in 
1810,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
married  Miss  Priscilla  Oldham  in  1833.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Harper,  was 
born  in  Fayette  county  about  1784,  and  died 
in  i860.  Daniel  Harper  married  Miss  Mar- 
gery Pluston,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Morrison)  Huston,  of  Tyrone  township, 
Fayette  county.  The  paternal  great-grand- 
father was  James  Harper,  of  Harper's  run, 
Dunbar  township,  Fayette  county.  James 
Harper  had  several  children,  Daniel  and 
William,  full  brothers,  Thomas  and  John, 
half  brothers  to  Daniel  and  William,  and 
Nancy.  Daniel  remained  in  Fayette  county. 
William  moved  to  Ohio  and  later  to  Virgi- 
nia with  his  family,  where  he  died.  Thomas 
and  John  were  born  in  Ohio,  where  they  re- 
side.    Twelve  children  were  born  to  Daniel 


and  Margery  (Huston)  Harper :  Two  died  in 
infancy;  Margaret,  the  oldest,  never  mar- 
ried; William  H.,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch ;  James,  who  married  Miss  Jane 
Dunn,  daughter  of  Samuel  Dunn,  of  Frank- 
lin township,  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  died ; 
Joseph  H.,  moved  to  Iowa,  where  he  resided 
for  thirty  years,  and  where  he  died,  married 
Miss  Mary  Sechrist,  of  Dunbar  township ; 
Daniel,  resided  at  Dunbar,  where  he  owned 
property,  and  married  Miss  Sarah  Ann 
Hankins,  of  North  Union  township,  and 
died  in  Dunbar,  leaving  a  family ;  Alary 
Jane,  wife  of  Rev.  Power  Baird,  a  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  minister;  Margery  Cun- 
ningham, wife  of  Jacob  Henderson,  of  Fay- 
ete  county ;  Samuel  R.,  resided  near  Van- 
derbilt,  where  he  died  in  1896,  married  Miss 
Sarah  Ann  Wadsworth,  a  native  of  Franklin 
township ;  Sarah  Hannah,  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years;  Eliza  Ann,  wife  of  Finley 
McKee,  resides  near  Buena  Vista,  Frank- 
lin township,  and  is  the  only  member  of  the 
family  living,  and  has  five  sons,  three  of 
whom  are  Presbyterian  ministers,  one  a 
Methodist  minister  and  one  a  physician. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  William  H.  and 
Priscilla  (Oldham)  Harper:  Sarah,  the  old- 
est, single,  and  resides  with  the  subject  of 
this  sketch ;  Elisha,  married  Miss  Eliza 
Stoner ;  Margery,  wife  of  John  Rankin,  of 
North  Union  township,  who  is  a  prominent 
farmer;  Annie,  single;  Priscilla,  single; 
Daniel,  married  Miss  Laura  Clingman,  and 
resides  in  Kansas ;  Samuel,  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  William  Smith,  who  died  when 
eight  years  of  age.  Samuel  Harper  married 
Miss  Sarah  Reynolds,  daughter  of  William 
R.  and  Elizabeth  Reynolds,  of  Dunbar  town- 
ship, October  21,  1875.  Five  children  bless 
that  union :  Elizabeth  E.,  wife  of  Emmert 
E.  Hoffman,  of  New  Haven,  the  latter  en- 
gaged in  the   mercantile  business,  and  they 
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have  two  children,  OHve  Pearl  and  Bertlia ; 
James  Power  Harper,  resides  at  home  and 
is  engaged  in  farming;  William  Cleveland, 
Annie  P.  and  Margery  May  (deceased).  Mr. 
Harper  has  resided  on  the  farm  of  thirty 
acres,  which  he  now  owns,  for  nineteen 
years.  He  manages  a  farm  of  nearly  two 
hundred  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
on  the  property  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Co.  Mr. 
Harper  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  (Cumberland),  at  Vanderbilt.  In 
politics  he  is,  as  were  also  his  ancestors,  a 
staunch  Democrat,  and  supporter  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  party.  Mr.  Harper  was  elect- 
ed and  served  one  term  as  school  director 
and  two  terms  as  assessor  of  Dunbar  town- 
ship. William  Harper  died  July  19,  1880,  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  Priscilla,  his 
wife,  died  August  11,  1882.  Margery  (Hus- 
ton) Harper,  wife  of  Daniel  Harper,  died  in 
1870,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Daniel 
Harper  (grandfather),  was  a  farmer,  and  a 
Democrat,  and  served  for  many  years  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  Dunbar  township.  The 
Harpers  are  of  English,  and  the  Hustons  of 
Irish  descent.  The  Oldhams  are  of  Irish  de- 
scent, first  settled  in  Baltimore,  and  from 
there  came  to  Fayette  county.  The  grand- 
father, Oldham,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812,  serving  nine  months.  Samuel  Har- 
per is  a  man  of  pleasant  address  and  com- 
mands the  respect,  confidence  and  esteem  of 
the  community  in  which  he  resides. 

Hon.  Charles  Sherrer  Be.\tty,  a  lead- 
ing citizen  and  successful  farmer  of  Dunbar 
township,  was  born  in  Dunbar  township  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides  July  28,  1843. 
He  is  a  son  of  James  and  Sarah  Jane 
(Sherrer)  Beatty.  James  Beatty  was  born 
July  25,  1822,  in  Dunbar  township,  where 
he  devoted  his  life  to  farming.     He  was  a 


I  son  of  John  and  Isabelle  (Hyndman)  Beatty. 
John  Beatty  was  born  in  New  Jersey  near 
Trenton,  about  1796.  He  and  his  two 
brothers,  James  the  oldest  and  Samuel  the 
youngest,  came  over  the  mountains  from 
New  Jersey  and  settled  in  Dunbar  township 
near  Laurel  Furnace  about  1816,  they  being 
accompanied  by  their  mother.  James  Beatty, 
the  great-grandfather,  was  born  in  Ireland 
and  with  several  brothers  came  to  this  coun- 
try, settling  near  Trenton  in  New  Jersey, 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  and 
some  of  his  brothers  were  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  John,  a  brother,  was 
captured  by  the  Indians  in  1783  and  burned  to 
death.  James  Beatty  died  about  1790.  The 
family  remained  in  New  Jersey  until  about 
1816,  when  the  three  sons,  as  stated  above, 
settled  with  their  mother  in  Fayette  county. 
The  family  was  one  of  the  wealthy  families  of 
the  country,  but  converted  their  property  into 
Continental  money,  which  became  worthless. 
James  Beatty,  the  oldest  son  of  James  Beatty, 
the  first  American  ancestor,  remained  in  Fay- 
ette county.  Pa.,  until  his  death  about  1850. 
He  left  four  children,  one  son  and  three 
daughters.  Thomas,  the  son,  married  a  Miss 
KefTer,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  and  died  in  1886,  leaving 
three  children :  Mattie,  who  married  and 
moved  to  Illinois  ;  Mary  Jane,  who  married  J. 
S.  Showetter,  of  \Trginia  (now  West  Vir- 
ginia) ;  and  Margaret,  who  never  married. 
Samuel,  the  youngest  son  of  James,  the 
great-grandfather,  was  first  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  paper.  Later  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods 
at  New  Haven,  Fayette  county,  and  accumu- 
lated great  wealth,  and  afterwards  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Philadelphia. 
He  moved  to  Bellville,  Washington  county, 
where  he  was  ena;as:ed  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
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ness.  About  1840  he  went  to  Washington, 
Pa.,  where  he  for  twenty  years  was  consider- 
ed as  the  largest  wool  dealer  in  the  county. 
He  died  about  1894,  being  about  ninety-four 
years  of  age.  He  left  four  children :  I\Iary 
A.,  widow;  Preston,  a  resident  of  Washing- 
ton, Pa. ;  Elizabeth,  married  a  Mr.  Smith  and 
resides  in  Allegheny,  Pa. ;  Gazella,  married  a 
minister  and  went  West.  The  mother  of 
James,  John  and  Samuel  Beatty,  died  in  Fay- 
ette county  about  1830.  John  Beatty,  the 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  1796,  and  married  Isabelle  Hyndman, 
a  native  of  Fayette  county  about  1820.  Six 
children  blessed  that  union:  James  (father) 
born  July  27,  1822  ;  Mary  Jane,  deceased,  wife 
of  James  Graham  (deceased),  resided  in  Dun- 
bar township,  where  Mr.  Graham  died  (about 
1884)  and  left  three  children:  Geo.  B.,  John 
S.  and  Thomas,  all  of  whom  reside  on  the 
homestead ;  Samuel,  never  married  and  died 
in  1891;  John  died  in  1848,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years ;  Joseph,  married  Miss  Lydia 
Humbert,  of  Fayette  county,  and  left  three 
children :  John  C.,  of  Fayette  county,  mar- 
ried ;  William,  a  resident  of  Allegheny,  Pa. ; 
Florence,  unmarried,  resides  at  home  with 
her  mother;  Sarah,  married  Uriah  ]\IcNatt, 
resides  in  Redstone  township,  and  has  three 
children  :  Isabella,  Amanda,  Katherine  ;  and 
James.  James  Beatty  married  July  26,  1842, 
Miss  Sarah  Jane  Sherrer,  daughter  of  Charles 
Sherrer,  of  Baltimore,  the  latter  a  native  of 
Germany,  born  about  17S6.  Jane  Sherrer 
was  born  in  September,  1823.  Nine  children 
were  born  to  James  and  Jane  (Sherrer) 
Beatty:  Charles  S.,  Mary,  married  John  Long 
and  resides  in  Dunbar  township,  and  whose 
children  were:  Granville,  .\lbcrt,  Emma, 
Clara,  Queen,  Samuel  and  Pearl;  Isabell, 
married  William  Long,  and  has  one  child ; 
John  C,  who  married  Miss  Ella  Kelley,  an.l 


both  are  dead,  leaving  no  children ;  James 
W.,  a  resident  of  North  Union  township, 
married  Miss  Mary  E.  Ache,  of  Uniontown, 
and  has  five  children:  Blanche,  John,  James, 
Edgar  and  Elizabeth ;  Alice,  unmarried,  and 
resides  at  home ;  Emma,  married  Charles 
Sherrer  and  has  four  children :  Gertrude, 
Grace,  Fern  and  Wilbur. 

Charles  Sherrer  Beatty  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Fayette  county.  He  left 
school  when  eighteen  years  of  age  to  engage 
in  farming  and  teaching — farming  in  the 
summer  and  teaching  in  the  winter.  On 
August  25,  1863,  he  was  married  to  j\Iiss 
Rebecca  Woodward,  daughter  of  Davis  and 
Mary  (Boyd)  Woodward,  of  Dunbar  town- 
ship. Pa.  Eight  children  bless  that  union: 
Luella  B.,  wife  of  Osmond  Thatcher,  of 
Moundsville,  W.  Va.,  now  of  Dunbar  town- 
ship, and  has  one  child,  Sidney;  IMary  Flor- 
ence, married  Thomas  Hughes,  an  engineer, 
of  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  resides  at  Plymouth,. 
Luzerne  county,  Pa.,  and  has  four  children: 
Annie,  JNIaggie,  Edna  and  Llewellen;  Davis 
Woodward,  married  Miss  Annie  Hankins, 
and  has  four  children :  John,  Robert  Lee, 
Lena  May  and  Davis  Dempsey,  and  resides 
in  Dunbar  township;  Sarah,  married  William 
A.  Hankins,  formerly  of  Virginia,  but  at 
present  resides  in  Dunbar  township,  and  has 
four  children :  Helen  Rebekah,  James  Alfred, 
Flodoris  and  Rhea  Lafayette,  of  Dunbar 
township ;  Charles  S.,  a  student  of  the  Alle- 
gheny Theological  seminary  (Presbyterian) 
and  who  will  graduate  in  the  class  of  1903; 
James  Lee,  at  home ;  Robert  Earl  at  home, 
and  Eva,  the  youngest,  also  at  home.  Mr. 
Charles  S.  Beatty  purchased  his  present  farm 
in  1869;  it  is  valuable  and  contains  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  acres  of  land  well  im- 
proved and  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
]\Ir.  Beattv  is  one  of  the  successful  farmers 
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of  the  county.  He  has  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  every  move  to  advance  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  county.  He  and  his 
ancestors  have  been  lifelong  Democrats,  and 
leaders  of  as  well  as  active  workers  in  the 
party.  Mr.  Beatty  is  strong  in  his  convic- 
tions, yet  liberal  in  his  views  and  is  deserved- 
ly popular  with  all  classes.  In  1873-4  he 
served  as  secretary  of  the  Democratic  coun- 
ty committee ;  has  served  fourteen  years  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board  and  secretary 
of  the  same  for  Dunbar  township,  and  previ- 
ous to  this  taught  seventeen  terms  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Dunbar  township.  He  is  one 
of  the  best  and  most  efficient  school  directors 
the  township  has  ever  had.  He  was  nomi- 
nated and  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
in  1888,  and  again  in  1S90,  from  Fayette 
county  to  the  house  of  representatives  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  office  he  filled  with 
honor  to  himself  and  credit  to  the  county. 
He  was  nominated  in  1894  on  the  Democra- 
tic ticket  for  State  senator,  but  was  defeated, 
as  were  the  Democratic  nominees  nearly  all 
over  the  county.  I\Ir.  Beatty  introduced  a 
number  of  bills  of  interest  to  the  county  while 
in  the  legislature,  but  as  his  party  was  in  the 
minority,  many  measures  were  defeated  for 
party  reasons.  Mr.  Beatty  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  at  Leisenring,  and 
has  been  an  elder  since  the  organization  of 
the  church.  He  has  been  a  member  of  King 
David  Lodge,  No.  826,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Dunbar,  for  many  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  Leisenring  Lodge,  No. 
234,  K.  P.,  formerly  of  Dunbar  Lodge,  No. 
410  and  has  been  secretary  of  same  for  many 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men ;  also  a  member  of  the 
Junior  Order  of  American  JNIechanics, 
Leisenring  Council,  No.  184,  and  secretary  of 
same ;  also  a  member  and  secretary  of  Dun- 


bar Grange,  No.  1022,  a  member  of  and 
secretary  of  Fayette  County,  Pomono 
Grange,  No  49.  Mr.  Beatty  is  a  man  of 
pleasing  address,  unimpeachable  business  in- 
tegrity and  splendid  intellectual  endowments. 

John  Morel.^nd  Harper,  one  of  Fayette 
county's  substantial  citizens,  was  born  July 
4,  1857,  in  Dunbar  township.  He  is  a  son  of 
Daniel  and  Sarah  A.  (Hankins)  Harper. 
Daniel  Harper  was  born  in  Dunbar  township 
in  1818,  and  died  in  1884.  He  was  a  son  of 
Daniel  and  Mary  (Huston)  Harper.  Daniel 
Harper,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Fayette  county 
about  1784  and  died  in  i860.  He  married 
Miss  Marjorie  Huston,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Morrison)  Huston,  of  Tyrone 
township.  The  paternal  great-grandfather 
was  James  Harper  of  Harper's  run,  Dunbar 
township.  Daniel  Harper,  the  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  had  one  brother, 
William,  who  moved  to  Ohio,  and  later  to 
Mrginia  with  his  family,  and  died  at  the  lat- 
ter place;  two  half  brothers,  Thomas  and 
John,  who  were  born  in  Ohio,  where  they 
resided,  and  one  full  sister,  Nancy.  Daniel 
and  Marjorie  (Huston)  Harper  had  a  family 
of  twelve  children :  two  died  in  infancy ; 
Margaret,  never  married ;  William  H.,  mar- 
■  ried  Miss  Priscilla  Oldham ;  James,  married 
Miss  Jane  Dunn,  of  Fayette  county  and  went 
to  Ohio,  where  he  died;  Joseph  H.,  married 
Miss  Mary  Sechrist,  of  Fayette  county, 
moved  to  Iowa,  and  died  there  thirty  years 
later;  Daniel,  who  married  Miss  Sarah  Ann 
Hankins,  of  North  L'nion  township,  resided 
in  Dunbar,  where  he  died ;  Nancy  Jane,  mar- 
ried Rev.  Power  Baird,  a  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian minister ;  Marjorie  Cunningham, 
married  Jacob  Henderson,  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty; Samuel  R.,  married  Miss  Sarah  Ann 
Wadsworth,  of  Fayette  county  and  resided 
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near  Vanderbilt,  where  he  died  in  i< 
Sarah  Hannah,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years ;  EHza  Ann,  married  Finley  McKee,  of 
Franklin  township,  and  had  five  sons,  and 
three  daughters,  three  of  whom  were  Pres- 
byterian ministers,  one  a  Methodist  minister 
and  one  a  physician,  and  she  is  tlie  only  one 
of  the  family  living.  Daniel  Harper,  St., 
died  in  i860,  aged  seventy-six  years,  and  his 
wife  died  in  1870  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
James  Hankins,  whose  wife  was  a  Miss 
Moreland.  They  resided  in  North  Union 
township,  and  had  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters :  William  Hankins,  a  resident  of  North 
Union  township,  married  Miss  Nettie  Mc- 
Lain  and  reared  a  large  family  of  children, 
(Stephen,  James,  John  and  William,  and  three 
daughters,  one  of  whom  married  Samuel 
Henshaw,  and  they  reside  in  North  and 
South  Union  townships  and  are  among  Fay- 
ette county's  best  citizens) ;  Jane  Hankins, 
married  John  Clark,  and  had  three  children, 
(James  and  Mary  Ann,  who  reside  in  Kan- 
sas, and  Samuel,  deceased,  was  a  saddler  by 
trade,  and  resided  near  Philadelphia) ;  Sarah 
Hankins,  married  Daniel  Harper,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  and  died  April  26,  1897;  John 
Hankins,  married  Miss  Rachel  Foster,  and 
both  are  dead ;  they  had  six  children :  Mary, 
wife  of  a  Mr.  Sherrard;  Harriet,  married  a 
Mr.  Work,  son  of  John  Work,  Sr.,  of  Dun- 
bar township ;  one,  the  wife  of  Frank  Ros- 
boro,  ex-register  and  recorder  of  Fayette 
county,  and  one  daughter  married  a  Mr. 
Boyd ;  John  married  a  Miss  Rankin,  of  North 
Union  township,  and  James,  is  deceased. 
Daniel  and  Sarah  A.  (Hankins)  Harper  had 
six  children :  Mary  Moreland,  wife  of  John 
V.  Stofifer,  of  Tyrone  township,  both  dead, 
and  their  children  were  :  (Marjorie,  deceased  ; 
Lucretia,   deceased,   and   Sallie,  married  Jo- 


seph T.  Hare,  of  Dunbar  township) ;  ]\Iar- 
jorie  Harper,  married  Albert  Hagerty,  of 
Perry  township.  Pa.,  a  school  teacher,  and 
also  a  teacher  of  vocal  music,  and  their  chil- 
dren are :  (Bliss,  a  resident  of  Perry  town- 
ship, married,  and  two  daughters,  both  of 
whom  are  dead) ;  James  Harper,  a  carpenter 
and  Democrat,  married  Miss  Bird,  a  lady  of 
English  descent,  and  has  two  children :  (Dan- 
iel, deceased,  and  a  daughter,  wife  of  Harry 
Kelley,  of  Dunbar  township,  who  has  one 
daughter,  Birdie  Kelley) ;  Daniel  Harper, 
was  born  in  1851,  and  married  Miss  Eliza 
Devanney,  born  near  Hopwood,  Fayette 
county,  and  has  nine  children,  (Maggie, 
wife  of  Patrick  Mullen,  of  Dunbar  town- 
ship and  has  one  child,  John ;  Annie,  Mary 
Ellen,  Josephine,  Daniel,  Jr.,  Eliza,  Mar- 
jorie and  William,  Jr.) ;  William,  Sr.,  who 
married  Miss  Emma  Devan,  daughter  of 
Bryson  Devan,  of  Hopwood,  Fayette  coun- 
ty, and  one  son  Chas.  B.,  who  is  married 
and  resides  in  Connellsville,  and  is  engaged 
in  railroading;  John  Moreland  Harper, 
subject  of  this  sketch,  married  Miss  Bridget 
Finnerty,  daughter  of  Dennis  Finnerty, 
October  12,  1882,  and  seven  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harper:  Katie,  Mary 
Moreland,  Daniel  (deceased),  Armide,  John 
and  Dennis  (twins)  (Dennis  deceased),  and 
James  Robert. 

John  M.  Harper  is  one  of  the  active  Demo- 
crats of  Dunbar  township,  and  is  an  ener- 
getic and  untiring  worker  for  the  success 
of  his  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  the  township.  He  is  a  man  of  good 
judgment  and  practical  ability.  His  brother, 
Daniel,  is  central  committeeman  for  Dunbar 
township,  and  an  active  worker  for  the  suc- 
cess of  his  party  and  his  father,  Daniel  Har- 
per, was  also  an  active  Democrat,  and  served 
as  justice   of   the   peace   and   postmaster   at 
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Dunbar.  The  Harper  estate  consists  of  over 
five  hundred  acres  in  Dunbar  and  Stewart 
townships.  Mr.  Harper  resides  in  the  old 
stone  building  where  he  was  born.  ]Mr.  Har- 
per has  passed  all  the  chairs  in  the  Odd 
Fellows ;  also  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Junior  Order  American 
Mechanics.  He  is  a  strict  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Har- 
per has  worked  for  but  two  companies, 
the  Dunbar  Furnace  Company,  where  he  re- 
mained ten  years,  and  the  sand  stone  works, 
where  he  has  been  manager  for  over  eleven 
years.  He  is  industrious  and  energetic,  and 
successful  in  business,  and  commands  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  entire  commun- 
ity, and  well  deserves  the  good  reputation 
that  he  enjoys  in  the  county.  He  is  genial 
in  disposition,  and  makes  friends  readily. 
He  is  fair  in  his  dealings  and  scrupulously 
honest. 

John  Long,  a  representative  citizen  and 
prominent  farmer  of  Dunbar  township,  was 
born  June  i,  1846  in  Flushing  township, 
Belmont  county,  O. ;  died  November  25, 
1900,  of  paralysis,  aged  fifty-three  years,  five 
months  and  twenty-six  days.  He  was  a  son 
of  John  and  Rebecca  (Rankin)  Long.  John 
Long,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Connellsville,  Fay- 
ette county,  August  31,  1816,  and  married 
Rebecca  Rankin,  a  daughter  of  James  Ran- 
kin, of  Fayette  county.  Pa.  Rebecca  (Ran- 
kin) Long  was  born  August  31,  1814.  John 
Long,  Sr.,  was  a  farmer  and  moved  to  Bel- 
mont county,  O.,  where  he  has  since  resided 
and  been  successfully  engaged  in  farming. 
He  moved  to  Ohio  between  1840  and  1845. 
Rebecca  Long  died  in  Ohio,  May  17,  1878. 
John  Long  had  three  brothers  and  two  sis- 
ters :  James  and  Samuel,  who  reside  in  Fay- 
ette county,  both  living,  and  have  families ; 


William,  the  youngest,  died  from  t_\phoid 
fever ;  one  daughter  married  AVilliam  Boyd, 
and  the  other  married  George  Herbert,  all 
of  whom  are  deceased.  The  sons  and  daugh- 
ters born  to  John  and  Rebecca  (Rankin) 
Long  were :  Samuel,  the  eldest,  born  No- 
vember 30,  1839,  was  elected  burgess  of 
Connellsville,  and  died  while  occupying  that 
position ;  was  a  Democrat,  and  married, 
leaving  three  children.  Robert,  the  second 
son,  was  born  March  9,  1841,  married  first 
Sarah  Henderson,  daughter  of  Harvey  Hen- 
derson. Two  children  were  born  to  that 
marriage.  The  second  time  he  married  a 
Miss  Annie  Work,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Work.  He  resides  near  Cadiz,  Harrison 
county,  Ohio,  and  is  engaged  in  farming. 
He  is  a  Democrat.  Adam,  born  January  7, 
1843,  '^'i^d  i"  1884.  He  was  a  farmer  and  re- 
sided in  Harrison  township,  Belmont  coun- 
ty, O.,  where  he  died.  He  resided  for  six 
or  seven  years  in  I'ennsylvania.  He  was  a 
plasterer  by  trade,  and  was  a  Democrat. 
William,  born  October  21,  1844,  married 
Miss  Isabelle  Beatty,  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Sarah  E.  (Sherrer)  Beatty.  They  had 
two  children,  one  of  whom  is  living,  Ella 
Long,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools.  They 
now  reside  in  Dunbar  township.  Pa.  John 
Long,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  married 
Mary  E.  Beatty,  daughter  of  James  and 
Sarah  E.  (Sherrer)  Beatty,  July  25,  1872.  To 
this  union  were  born  eight  children,  all  liv- 
ing: Granville,  born  in  1873,  unmarried, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  at  home; 
James  Albert,  born  October  4,  1874,  mar- 
ried Miss  Leona  V.  Hackney,  of  Fayette 
county,  and  has  one  child,  Helen,  born  Oc- 
tober 10,  1896.  They  reside  at  Uniontown, 
and  Mr.  Long  is  foreman  of  the  "Tribune'' 
office;  Clayton,  born  March,  1876,  married 
Miss  Jessie  Willis,  of  Dunbar,  and  has  two 
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children,  Ruth  and  John;  they  reside  in 
Dunbar,  and  Mr.  Long  is  a  Democrat ;  Em- 
ma, Clara,  Blanche  and  Edna,  all  single; 
Samuel  Cleveland,  was  born  May  25,  1884; 
and  Pearl,  born  March  12,  1S86.  The  other 
children  of  John  Long,  St.,  were  James  and 
Easter  (twins),  born  May  7,  1848.  James 
resides  at  Flushing,  Belmont  county,  O., 
conducts  a  restaurant,  and  is  a  plasterer  by  ! 
trade;  married  first  Miss  Loudie  Yaw, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Yaw,  of  Dunbar  town- 
ship, by  whom  he  had  one  child.  After  her 
death  he  married  a  Miss  Lazier;  she  also 
had  one  child,  who  is  now  deceased.  Easter 
Long  married  Davis  Sissel,  of  Belmont 
county,  O.  They  have  a  large  family.  The 
oldest  son,  J.  J.,  is  a  physician;  James  Sis- 
sel (deceased) ;  Frederick,  Robert,  John  and 
two  daughters,  married.  Mr.  Sissel  is  a 
teacher  and  farmer.  Mary  Catherine  Long, 
wife  of  John  Porter,  of  Morristown,  Bel- 
mont county,  O.,  was  born  July  20,  1855. 
They  have  a  large  family.  Mr.  Porter  is  in- 
terested in  stock  raising  and  farming.  Her- 
bert Long,  born  August  20,  1850,  unmar- 
ried, is  interested  in  stock  and  resides  in 
Ohio ;  in  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  Lewis 
Long,  born  May  i,  1853,  married  Miss  Rose 
Enfield,  of  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  and  has 
three  children ;  he  is  a  farmer  and  a  Demo- 
crat. 

John  Long,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  Belmont 
county,  O.  He  learned  the  trade  of  plas- 
terer, which  he  followed  twenty-five  years. 
He  has  also  been  a  bricklayer,  stone  mason, 
farmer  and  miller.  Mr.  Long  was  about 
twenty-six  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
Fayette  county.  After  his  marriage  he  lo- 
cated at  Brookvillc,  and  was  engaged  in 
plastering  for  seven  years.  He  then  located 
in    March,    1884,    where    he    died,    in    Dun- 


bar township,  and  followed  his  trade  for 
one  year.  Since  that  time  he  had  followed 
farming.  His  farm  contains  one  hundred  and  • 
sixty-five  acres  of  fine  land.  Mr.  Long  was 
an  Odd  Fellow,  a  member  of  the  Red  Men 
and  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Mechan- 
ics. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Dunbar  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the 
Connellsville  Lodge  of  Red  Men,  and  helped 
to  organize  the  Lodge  at  Leisenring,  and 
filled  a  number  of  offices  in  the  orders.  He 
was  a  lifelong  Democrat.  He  was  for  ten 
}'ears  central  committeeman,  and  against 
the  strongest  kind  of  opposition  he  never 
failed  but  once  during  his  entire  term  of  ser- 
vice to  lead  his  party  to  victory.  He  served 
as  delegate  to  a  number  of  conventions  for 
his  party  in  the  county.  In  February,  1895, 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  road  commis- 
sioner for  Dunbar  township,  and  filled  the 
same  until  the  act  was  repealed  and  the  of- 
fice abolished  in  1897  by  the  legislature.  No 
township  in  the  county  could  boast  of  such 
model  roads  as  were  to  be  found  in  Dunbar 
during  the  period  that  Mr.  Long  was  in 
office.  During  his  incumbency  of  office  the 
township  suffered  from  two  floods,  which  de- 
stroyed fourteen  bridges.  The  taxes  were 
raised  to  five  mills  to  meet  the  increased  ex- 
penses on  account  of  loss  of  bridges  and  to 
keep  the  roads  up  to  the  high  standard  that 
the  public  had  the  right  to  expect.  Mr. 
Long  and  family  were  Presbyterians. 

Philip  Rodocker  Wilkky,  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  and  farmers  of  Dunbar 
township,  was  born  August  2,  1844,  in  Con- 
nellsville, Fayette  county.  He  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Catherine  (Rodocker)  Wilkey. 
James  Wilkey  was  born  January  17,  1801, 
near  Perryopolis.  He  was  a  tanner,  and  fol- 
lowed  his  trade  until  about   1855,  when  he 
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purchased  the  Wilkey  farm,  where  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  resides.  James  Wilkey 
was  successfully  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death,  November  7,  1883.  He  was  for 
more  than  fifty  years  a  member  of  the  M.  E. 
church  at  Connellsville,  and  served  as  stew- 
ard of  his  church  nearly  that  long.  He  was 
a  Democrat  until  after  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party,  when  he  voted  the 
ticket  of  that  party.  His  father,  also  James 
Wilkey,  was  a  farmer.  He  had  a  family  of 
one  son  and  two  daughters :  James,  the 
father  of  Philip  R.  Wilkey;  Nancy,  who 
never  married,  and  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Joshua  Vance,  who  died  about  1892,  and  all 
of  these  children  are  dead.  Philip  R.  Wil- 
key's  great-grandfather,  the  first  of  the  Wil- 
keys  to  come  to  America,  settled  near  Lei- 
senring,  where  he  devoted  his  life  to  teach- 
ing school,  and  was  known  far  and  near  as 
an  able  and  conscientious  teacher,  and  his 
schools  were  liberally  patronized.  James 
Wilkey  (father),  married  Miss  Catherine 
Rodocker,  a  daughter  of  Philip  Rodocker. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  this  marriage. 
John,  who  married  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Vance, 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Vance,  to 
whom  five  children  were  born :  Catherine 
(deceased) ;  Elizabeth,  Dora,  wife  of  A.  A. 
Banford,  of  Connellsville ;  Belle  and  Lou,  at 
home.  Eliza  Wilkey,  married  John  Jones, 
and  resides  in  Connellsville.  They  had  five 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living :  Ella,  who 
married  George  Munson,  of  Connellsville ; 
Harry  and  Katie,  wife  of  A.  J.  List,  a  native 
of  Austria,  at  present  a  resident  of  Pitts- 
burg. Henry  Wilkey,  deceased,  was  twice 
married.  He  had  three  children  by  his  first 
marriage  and  two  by  the  second.  He  was 
married  first  to  j\liss  Emma  Francis,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Isaac  Francis.  Three  chil- 
dren are  living:  James  L.  and  Isaac  F.,  re- 


side in  Connellsville,  and  John  E.,  a  resident 
of  East  End,  Pittsburg.  Henry  Wilkey,  a 
brother  of  Philip  R.,  died  about  1892,  and  a 
sister,  Hannah  Frances,  died  when  fifteen 
years  of  age.  Two  children  of  James  Wilkey 
were  twins,  both  of  whom  are  dead,  and 
Philip  R.  Wilkey. 

Philip  R.  Wilkey  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Fayette  county.  He  left  school 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age  to  engage  in 
the  meat  business  and  in  farming.  He  was 
in  the  meat  business  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years.  He  has  been  constantly  and  actively 
engaged  in  farming,  and  is  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  Dunbar  township.  He 
married  Miss  Margaret  Swaney,  daughter  of 
Leslie  Swaney,  of  Westmoreland  county. 
Pa.,  November  17,  1874.  Mrs.  Wilkey  spent 
three  years  of  her  advanced  school  terms 
under  Prof.  J.  N.  Caldwell,  of  Greensburg, 
and  finished  her  school  life  at  Independent, 
near  Blairsville,  Pa.  Three  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip  Wilkey ;  Charles 
Braden,  Willmer  and  Clarence.  Charles  B., 
the  oldest,  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Cambria 
Steel  and  Iron  Company,  and  resides  at 
Dunbar.  Willmer  owns  and  runs  teams  for 
Bennett  &  Talbott,  in  Fayette  county,  for 
his  vacation  employment  from  Washington 
and  Jefferson  college,  where  he  is  a  student. 
Clarence,  the  youngest,  lives  at  home.  Mr. 
Wilkey  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  He  usually  supports  the  Republican 
ticket.  The  Wilkeys  are  of  Irish  descent. 
The  Rodockers  (Mrs.  Wilkey 's  family),  were 
of  German  descent.  The  Wilkeys  have  been 
residents  of  Fayette  county  for  more  than 
a  century,  and  are  among  the  county's  best 
and  leading  citizens.  James  Wilkey  (father), 
died  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  His 
wife  died  in  1886,  aged  eighty-six  years.  Mr. 
P.  R.  Wilkey  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  one 
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lumdred  and  seventeen  acres,  an  elegant 
brick  residence  and  good  barns,  besides  fine 
property  in  Connellsville. 

John  Wilkey,  a  leading  citizen,  farmer 
and  fruit  grower  of  Dunbar  township,  Fay- 
ette county,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Dun- 
bar township,  February  6,  1832.  He  is  a 
son  of  James  and  Katherine  (Rodocker) 
Wilkey.  James  Wilkey  was  born  January 
7,  1801,  near  Perryopolis,  Fayette  county. 
He  was  by  trade  a  tanner,  which  trade  he  fol- 
lowed until  about  1855,  when  he  purchased 
the  Wilkey  farm  in  Dunbar  township,  where 
Philip  Wilkey  now  resides.  There  he  was 
successfully  engaged  in  farming  until  liis 
death,  November  7,  1883.  He  was  for  over 
fifty  years  an  active  and  consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Con- 
nellsville, and  served  as  steward  in  the 
church  for  nearly  fifty  years.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  afterwards 
identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party. 
His  father,  James  Wilkey,  Sr.,  was  a  promi- 
nent citizen  of  his  day,  and  also  a  farmer. 
He  had  one  son  and  two  daughters :  James, 
the  father  of  John  Wilkey ;  Nancy,  who  never 
married,  and  Elizabeth,  who  married  Joshua 
Vance,  who  died  about  1892.  James  Wil- 
key, Sr.  (father),  v^'ho  was  the  first  of  the 
Wilkeys  to  settle  in  this  country  came  to 
Fayette  county  during  the  last  century,  and 
settled  near  Leisenring,  where  he  was  for 
many  years  a  teacher,  and  had  in  attendance 
at  his  school  pupils  from  far  and  near.  James 
Wilkey  married  Miss  Katherine  Rodocker, 
daughter  of  Philip  Rodocker,  of  Perry  town- 
shi]),  and  they  had  seven  children.  John 
Wilkey,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Jane  Vance,  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Elizabeth  Vance,  of  Dunbar 
township,  and  had   five  children:  Katherine, 


deceased ;  Elizabeth,  Dora,  who  married  A. 
A.  Banford,  Belle  and  Lou,  at  home.  All 
are  accomplished  in  music.  To  Dora,  wife 
of  A.  A.  Banford,  were  born  two  children, 
Mabel  and  Marie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Banford 
reside  in  Connellsville.  Eliza  Wilkey  mar- 
ried John  Jones,  and  resides  in  Connells- 
ville (and  had  five  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living:  Ella,-  married  Geo.  Munson,  of 
Connellsville ;  Harry  and  Katie,  wife  of  A. 
J.  List,  a  native  of  Austria,  at  present  a  resi- 
dent of  Pittsburg) ;  Henry  Wilkey,  who  died 
about  1892,  was  twice  married.  There  were 
three  children  b}'  the  first  marriage  and  two 
by  the  second.  He  was  married  first  to  Miss 
Emma  Francis,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Isaac 
Francis.  Three  children  are  living :  James 
L.  and  Isaac  F.,  reside  in  Connellsville,  and 
John  E.,  a  resident  of  East  End,  Pittsburg; 
(Hannah  Frances  Wilkey  died  when  about 
fifteen  years  of  age) ;  two  other  children, 
twins  (both  of  whom  are  dead) :  Philip  Wil- 
key was  married  to  Miss  IMargaret  Swaney, 
a  daughter  of  Leslie  Swaney,  of  Westmore- 
land county.  Pa.  The  three  children  born  of 
this  marriage  were,  Charles,  William  and 
Clarence. 

John  \\^ilkey,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
attended  the  common  schools  of  Fayette 
county,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Con- 
nellsville M.  E.  church  for  about  fifty  years, 
and  has  been  steward  of  the  church  over 
twenty  years.  His  children  and  grandchil- 
dren are  also  all  members  of  the  M.  E. 
church.  Mr.  Wilkey  cast  his  first  vote  for 
the  Democratic  ticket,  but  after  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Republican  party  he  affiliated 
with  it,  but  after  mature  deliberation  he  de- 
cided to  support  the  Prohibition  ticket,  and 
has  for  a  number  of  years  been  a  Prohibi- 
tionist. He  is  a  member  of  Fayette  Council 
of   the    Royal    Arcanum    of    Connellsville,   a 
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member  of  the  Farmers"  club,  also  of  Dun- 
bar Grange,  No.  1022.  He  was  the  first  mas- 
ter of  the  Grange  and  is  at  present  serving 
as  chaplain.  He  is  popular  and  is  numbered 
among  Fayette  county's  successful  citizens. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  has  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  since  1848.  He  owns  a 
valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  one  acres, 
with  a  splendid  brick  residence  and  large 
barn.  Mr.  Wilkey  supplie's  the  Connells- 
ville  and  other  markets  with  fruit.  He  also 
owns  some  valuable  property  in  Connells- 
ville.  He  has  an  interesting  family,  is  a  good 
citizen  and  has  many  friends. 

Stewart  Speer,  one  of  Fayette  county's 
most  successful  farmers,  was  born  January 
18,  1847,  in  North  Union  township,  Fayette 
county,  and  has  been  for  fifteen  years  a  resi- 
dent of  Dunbar  township.  His  father,  Up- 
ton Darius  Brady  Speer,  was  born  in  North 
Union  township  in  1819,  and  was  by  trade 
a  brick  moulder.  He  made  a  part  of  the 
bricks  used  in  the  old  court-house  at  Union- 
town.  He  owned  near  Uniontown  a  small 
farm,  where  he  died  in  1865,  aged  forty-six 
years.  He  married  Miss  Caroline  Hair, 
daughter  of  German  D.  and  Rebecca 
(Brownfield)  Hair.  Rebecca  Flair  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Brownfield.  Rebecca 
and  her  brother  Nathaniel  came  across  the 
niountains  with  their  parents  from  ]Mary- 
land  and  located  at  what  was  then  known  as 
Beesontown,  now  Uniontown,  and  conduct- 
ed an  inn  there.  German  D.  Hair  came  to 
Faj'ette  county  from  Maryland.  He  was  a 
stonemason  and  engaged  in  building  the  Na- 
tional Road  when  he  came  to  this  county. 
After  his  marriage  to  Rebecca  Brownfield 
he  conducted  an  inn  at  Hopwood,  at  that 
■time  known  as  Woodstock,  where  he  owned 


property.  He  died  at  Hopwood  about  1872, 
at  an  advanced  age.  Upton  D.  B.  Speer  was  a 
son  of  William  Speer,  who  was  born  in 
Shippensburg,  Pa.,  and  came  to  Fayette 
county  with  his  parents.  William  Speer 
(great-grandfather),  was  born  in  Ireland, 
and  came  to  this  country  at  an  early  period. 
WilHam  Speer  (grandfather),  married  Miss 
Margaret  Shaw,  a  daughter  of  Moses  Shaw, 
of  Fayette  count)'.  To  William  and  Marga- 
ret (Shaw)  Speer  were  born  the  following 
children :  Stewart  Speer,  a  soldier  in  the 
Mexican  war,  who  after  his  return  from 
Mexico  located  in  Iowa,  where  he  died  from 
cholera  in  1855 ;  Upton  Darius  B.  Speer, 
Joshua,  a  painter,  died  in  Brownsville  in 
April,  1899;  William,  a  resident  of  Somerset 
county,  a  painter ;  Elizabeth,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  John  Gay ;  Martha,  deceased, 
wife  of  WiUiam  Gay,  of  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty; Mary,  wife  of  David  Hess,  of  Mt.  Wash- 
ington, Pa.  (both  dead) ;  Minerva,  deceased, 
wife  of  Edward  Tate,  a  conductor  on  the 
railroad,  and  resident  at  Beaver  Falls,  Pa., 
and  Isabell,  wife  of  Joseph  Colestock,  of 
Fayette  county,  where  both  resided  until 
their  death.  Upton  D.  B.  Speer  married  Miss 
Caroline  Hair  in  1846,  and  had  five  children: 
Stewart,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Marga- 
ret Rebecca,  died  in  1872;  Emma,  died  in 
1882,  was  the  wife  of  David  Miner,  and  had 
two  children,  both  of  whom  died  young ;  Ew- 
ing,  married  Miss  Annie  Sturgis,  and  had 
two  children,  Edgar  and  Springer,  a  black- 
smith by  trade,  and  resides  at  Charleroi, 
Washington  county,  Pa. ;  German  Darius, 
died  November  25,  1898,  was  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  National  Road,  and  never  mar- 
ried. Mrs.  Caroline  (Hair)  Speer  was  born 
November  30,  1828,  and  is  living  now  in 
South  Union  township. 
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Stewart  Speer  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Fayette  comity  until  eighteen  years  of 
age.  He  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in 
Uniontown,  where  he  remained  for  a  short 
time,  since  which  he  has  devoted  his  life  to 
farming.  He  was  for  two  years  in  Connells- 
ville,  five  years  in  Redstone  township,  one 
year  in  Georges  township,  and  for  the  past 
fifteen  years  has  been  a  citizen  of  Dunbar 
township,  and  has  had  charge  of  the  Colonel 
Paull  farm,  which  he  has  leased.  The  Colo- 
nel Paull  farm  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
largest  in  the  township.  It  was  settled  by 
Colonel  Paull,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  prior 
to  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr.  Speer  has 
charge  of  the  entire  farm,  which  contains 
two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres.  Mr. 
Speer  is  a  splendid  farmer  and  is  also  en- 
gaged in  stock  raising.  He  was  first  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Martha  Freeman,  daughter  of 
Elias  Freeman,  in  1868.  Two  children  were 
born  to  that  union :  Gertrude,  wife  of  Mil- 
bert  Silbough,  of  Uniontown,  and  Martha  J., 
•unmarried.  The  second  time  Mr.  Speer  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Burk,  daughter  of 
George  Burk,  of  West  Virginia.  Four  sons 
were  born  to  the  second  marriage :  Upton 
D.,  the  oldest,  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  George 
H.  Swearingen,  of  Dunbar,  and  married 
Miss  Minnie  Warren,  and  George  R.,  Bruce 
Modisett  and  Ewing  Hess,  at  home  on  the 
farm  with  their  father.  Mr.  Speer  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Dunbar. 
He  is  an  active  Democrat.  Pie  is  at  present 
supervisor  of  the  roads  of  Dunbar  township. 
He  is  related  to  the  Searight  family,  his 
grandmother,  who  was  a  Brownfield,  and 
the  mother  of  Hon.  T.  B.  Searight,  being 
sisters.  Mr.  Speer  is  a  man  of  pleasing  ad- 
dress, honest  and  just  in  all  his  deahngs,  and 
enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
conmiunitv. 


Thomas  Rogers  Davidson  Blackstone, 
a  representative  citizen  and  successful 
farmer  of  Dunbar  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  February  16,  1849. 
He  is  a  son  of  James  and  Nancy  Campbell 
(Johnston)  Blackstone.  James  Blackstone 
was  born  in  Connellsville,  Pa.,  in  1809,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Rogers  and  died  in  Dunbar  town- 
ship, February  11,  1889.  His  wife  was  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Margaret  (Clark) 
Johnston,  and  is  dead.  Alexander  Johnston 
came  from  Ireland  to  this  country  when  but 
a  youth,  and  settled  in  Connellsville ;  his 
wife  was  a  native  of  Fayette  county.  Pa. 
Thomas  R.  Blackstone  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Dunbar  township  and  was  also  a 
student  in  the  Connellsville  private  schools 
and  attended  Hiram  college,  Hiram,  O.,  un- 
til eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  engaged 
in  farming  on  the  home  place  in  Dunbar 
township,  which  vocation  he  has  followed 
since.  He  is  a  Republican,  and  while  he  re- 
sides in  a  Democratic  township,  his  popular- 
ity is  attested  by  the  fact  that  he  has  twice 
been  elected  to  the  office  of  school  director 
of  Dunbar  townshi]3,  first  in  1895,  and  again 
in  1898,  which  office  he  has  filled  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  best  interest  of  the 
township.  Mr.  Blackstone  is  an  active  and 
energetic  worker  to  promote  the  cause  of 
education.  The  Blackstones  are  Presby- 
terians. Richard  and  Alexander,  brothers 
of  Mr.  Blackstone,  were  soldiers  in  the  Civil 
war  and  served  with  honor  in  the  Union 
army.  They  were  in  many  hard-fought  bat- 
tles. Richard  was  a  member  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Ohio  Regiment,  and  Alexander  was 
in  what  was  known  as  Anderson's  cavalry, 
and  was  killed  at  Huntsville,  Ala.  The  cav- 
alry was  named  for  Colonel  Anderson,  in 
command  at  Fort  Sumter  when  the  same 
was     surrendered.     The     farm     on     which 
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Thomas  R.  Blackstone  resides  was  pur- 
chased by  his  father  in  1838  from  Colonel 
Miller,  a  leading  and  prominent  citizen  of 
the  county.  Colonel  ^Miller  succeeded  the 
Stricklers,  who  built  the  large  brick  resi- 
dence on  the  farm  in  1809.  The  patent  was 
issued  to  Robert  Ross.  The  farm  is  located 
about  one  mile  west  of  Xew  Haven.  Mr. 
Blackstone  was  born  on  the  farm,  and  has 
devoted  his  entire  life  to  farming.  He  is 
honest  and  fair  in  his  dealings  with  his  fel- 
low-men, and  has  won  for  himself  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

John  Hillery  Ball,  one  of  the  prosper- 
ous young  farmers  of  Dunbar  township, 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in 
1866  in  !Menallen  township,  Fayette  county, 
near  Work's  mills  on  Redstone  creek.  He 
is  a  son  of  John  Hillery  and  Susan  (Morgan) 
Ball,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  October, 
1829,  and  died  March  3,  1S76,  and  the  latter 
was  born  July  30,  1830,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Morris  Morgan,  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  of  Welsh  descent,  and  Susanna 
(Statz)  Morgan,  of  German  descent.  They 
came  from  east  of  the  Allegheny  mountains 
and  settled  in  Fayette  county.  John  Hil- 
lery Ball's  parents  were  John  Hillery  and 
Rachel  (Mulnix)  Ball,  both  of  whom  were 
born  near  Frederick,  Md.,  and  were  married 
in  1808.  John  Hillery  Ball,  Sr.,  was  born  in 
1786,  and  came  with  his  wife  to  Fayette 
county  in  1812.  He  located  where  Jonathan 
Rankin  now  resides  near  Perryopolis,  in 
Perry  township.  From  there  he  went  to  the 
General  Beeson  farm  in  North  Union  town- 
ship, and  in  1838  located  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch  in  Dun- 
bar township,  and  in  the  same  residence, 
which  was  constructed  nearly  a  century  ago. 
The  children  born  to  John  H.  and  Rachel 
52 


(Mulnix)  Ball  were:  Warfield,  born  in  1809, 
and  died  in  Ottawa,  111. ;  \^'illiam,  born 
in  181 1,  and  died  in  Dunbar  township,  No- 
vember 28,  1876;  Henry,  born  in  181 2,  and 
died  December  24,  1887;  Nancy,  born  in 
1815,  and  died  December  5,  1891  ;  Richard, 
born  in  1817,  and  died  January  19,  1844; 
Zachariah,  born  in  1819.  and  deceased; 
j\Iary,  born  in  1822,  married  Emanuel  Camp- 
bell, and  died  June  25,  1864 ;  Elizabeth,  born 
in  1824,  married  JNIonroe  Bute,  and  moved 
to  Nebraska,  where  she  died  October  25, 
1891  :  Sarah,  born  in  1826,  married  John 
Dennis,  of  Dunbar  township,  where  they 
now  reside  ;  John  H.,  born  October  8,  1829, 
and  died  March  3,  1876;  Samuel,  born  Feb- 
ruary ID,  1833,  and  resides  in  Dunbar  town- 
ship. John  Hillery  Ball,  Jr.,  was  married  in 
February,  1853,  to  Miss  Susan  Morris.  Six 
children  v.ere  born  to  their  union :  Elizabeth, 
born  December  6,  1853,  died  August  7,  1895, 
v>-as  the  wife  of  Smith  Cowl,  and  had  two 
children,  Annie  and  Isaac ;  Annie,  born  July 
13,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  A.  W.  Woodward,  of 
Dunbar  township,  and  had  eleven  children, 
nine  of  whom  are  living :  Laura  (deceased) ; 
Caleb,  Alvin,  Cora,  Lydia  (deceased) ;  John, 
Nancy,  Susan,  Mary,  Ewing,  Maple  and 
Lewis,  and  reside  in  Worcester,  O. ;  Susan, 
born  April  3,  1857,  at  home;  Hugh,  born 
August  5,  1861,  married  Miss  Emma  Jane 
Cowls,  and  has  four  children,  Joseph,  (de- 
ceased), Blanche  (deceased),  Clarence  and 
Carroll ;  John ;  and  Richard  Morgan,  born 
June  12,  1868,  and  died  August  16,  1898, 
who  married  Miss  Haddie  Miller,  daughter 
of  John  H.  Miller,  county  commissioner  of 
Fayette  county,  and  has  left  one  child.  Col- 
line.  Richard  M.  Ball  taught  eight  or  ten 
schools  in  Fayette  county,  and  stood  well  in 
his  profession.  He  graduated  from  the  Ohio 
Medical  college  at  Columbus,  O.,  and  died 
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a  short  time  after  his  graduation.  Mr.  Ball's 
parents  resided  in  Menallen  township  some 
years  after  the  death  of  the  father  of  Mr. 
Ball.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  church  at  Pleasant 
View. 

John  li.  Ball  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Menallen  township,  left  school  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
farming,  being  numbered  with  Fayette 
county's  best  and  most  substantial  farmers. 
He  is  a  Democrat,  like  his  father  and  grand- 
father before  him.  His  farm  contains  one 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  land.  Mr.  Ball 
deserves  great  credit  for  his  success  in  life, 
as  he  started  out  entirely  on  his  own  re- 
sources, his  capital  being  energy,  industry, 
honesty  and  perseverance.  The  Balls  have 
resided  in  Fayette  county  for  nearly  ninety 
years.  It  is  supposed  that  the  family  in  Fay- 
ette county  was  of  the  same  ancestry  as  the 
mother  of  Washington,  who  was  a  Miss 
Ball. 

Samuel  Bali.,  a  representative  citizen 
and  one  of  the  old  landmarks  of  Dunbar 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  February  lo,  1833,  in  North  Union 
township,  Fayette  county.  He  is  a  son  of 
John  Hillery  and  Rachel  (Mulnix)  Ball. 
John  H.  Ball  was  born  near  Frederick.  Md., 
in  1786,  and  came  to  Fayette  county  in  1812. 
He  located  first  near  Perryopolis,  Perry 
township.  From  there  he  went  to  the  Gen- 
eral Becson  farm  in  North  Union  township, 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  resides. 
In  1838  he  located  on  the  farm  which  is  now 
owned  by  John  H.  Tiall,  and  the  residence 
on  which  has  licen  built  for  nearly  a  centur\-. 
Jolin  II.  Ball  was  married  in  Maryland  about 
1808,  to  Miss  Rachel  Mulnix,  of  Maryland. 
They  had  eleven  children:  Warfield,  born  in 


1809,  and  resided  in  Ottawa,  111.,  where  he 
died;  William,  born  in  181 1,  died  in  Dunbar 
township,  November  28,  1876;  Henry,  born 
in  1812,  and  died  December  24,  1887;  Nancy, 
born  in  1815,  died  December  5,  1891  ;  Rich- 
ard, born  in  1817,  died  January  19,  1844; 
Zachariah,  born  in  1819,  died  March  10, 
1887;  Mary,  born  in  1822,  married  Emanuel 
Campbell,  and  died  June  25,  1864;  Elizabeth, 
born  in  1824,  and  died  October  25,  1891, 
married  Monroe  Bute  and  moved  to  Ne- 
braska, where  she  died;  Sarah,  born  in  1826, 
married  a  Mr.  Dennis,  and  resides  in  Dun- 
bar township ;  John  H.,  born  October  8, 
1829,  and  died  March  3,  1876.  Samuel  Ball 
was  born  February  10,  1833,  and  ]\Iay  8, 
1856,  married  Miss  Mary  Cowl,  a  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Sarah  Cowl,  of  Fayette  county. 
Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ball :  Rachel  Ann  (deceased),  born  in  1857, 
married  Clark  Hess,  and  had  three  children, 
William  and  Debby  Jane,  living,  and  Sam- 
uel, deceased;  Robert  M.,  born  May  19, 
i860,  and  died  January  11,  1865;  Isaac  H., 
born  August  11,  1802,  married  Miss  Joanna 
Dunn,  a  daughter  jf  Wallace  Dunn,  and  had 
five  children,  Mary  Ethel,  Jessie  Olive,  Rob- 
ert Gilmore,  Lula  May  and  Blanche ;  John 
E.  Ball,  born  February  5,  1864,  died  Octo- 
ber, 1865.  Samuel  Ball  was  born  near  where 
he  now  resides,  and  has  been  living  at  his 
present  residence  for  thirty  years.  After  liis 
marriage  he  resided  on  what  is  known  as 
the  General  Beeson  farm.  He  commenced 
in  life  entirely  without  resources,  and  has 
accumulated  the  projicrty  he  now  owns  by 
his  own  cnergv  and  perseverance.  He  owns 
his  home  farm  and  another  in  the  township, 
consisting  of  forty  acres.  He  is  a  Presby- 
terian and  a  staunch  Democrat.  The  Balls 
trace  their  ancestry  back  to  the  family  of 
Washington's  mother,  who  was  a  Miss  Ball. 
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Mr.  Ball  is  one  of  the  old  citizens  and  stands 
well  in  the  community. 

Harry  M.  Smurr,  a  leading  and  sAstan- 
tial  farmer  of  Dunbar  township,  was  born  in 
Springfield  township,  Fayette  county,  Janu- 
ary 30,  1862.  He  is  a  son  of  Reason  and 
Catherine  Smurr,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a 
Miss  Aughinbaugh  and  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Catherine  Aughinbaugh.  The 
mother  was  of  Dutch  descent,  and  her  par- 
ents moving  from  Eastern  Pennsylvania  lo- 
cated in  Springfield  township,  but  resided 
for  a  time  in  Centreville,  Somerset  county, 
prior  to  moving  to  Fayette  county.  They  re- 
turned to  Somerset  county  and  resided  there 
a  short  time  before  they  died.  The  paternal 
grandparents  were  natives  of  Ohio.  The 
grandfather  was  born  and  died  in  Millers- 
burg,  O.,  and  the  grandmother  and  her  son. 
Reason,  went  to  Allegheny,  Pa.,  to  reside 
with  David  Richey,  an  uncle  to  Reason 
Snuirr,  where  he  resided  until  he  reached 
manhood,  when  he  located  in  Springfield, 
Fayette  county,  and  engaged  in  tanning. 
Reason  Smurr  remained  there  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  He  enlisted  in 
company  F,  Seventy-sixth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  during  his  service  was  pro- 
moted to  lieutenant.  He  served  in  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  until  the  close  of  hostilities, 
when  he  ws  honorably  discharged.  He  was 
in  many  sharp  and  decisive  engagements, 
and  was  wounded  once  in  the  arm.  He  is  a 
member  of  William  Kuntz  Post,  No.  104,  G. 
A.  R.,  at  Connellsville.  Reason  Smurr  was 
born  March  6,  1836,  and  Catherine  Smurr, 
his  wife,  died  September  25,  1890,  aged  Gixty- 
one  years.  William  Aughinbaugh  (maternal 
grandfather)  was  born  in  Cumberland  coun- 
ty. Pa.,  from  which  place  he  moved  to  Frank- 
lin   county,    afterwards    going    to    Somerset 


county.  He  then  moved  to  Fayette  county, 
locating  in  Springfield  township.  When  old 
and  in  failing  health  he  moved  to  Milford 
township,  Somerset  county,  and  resided  with 
Peter  Brubaker,  a  son-in-law,  until  his  death 
on  April  6,  1875,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 
There  were  born  to  Reason  and  Catherine 
(Aughinbaugh)  Smurr  three  sons  and  two 
daughters:  David  H.,  born  September  17, 
1859,  died  July  27,  1877;  Harry  M.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  William  R.,  born  April  2, 
1865,  died  in  1885;  Katie,  born  December 
18,  1867,  married  Charles  Richey,  of  Dunbar 
township,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Union 
Supply  Company  at  Trotter,  and  a  justice  of 
the  peace  for  Dunbar  township,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Walter,  Eugene  and 
Earle ;  Lillie  J.  Smurr,  born  October  20, 
1870,  wife  of  J.  J.  Clifford,  and  resides  in 
Homestead,  Allegheny  county,  and  has  four 
children,  Frank,  ]\Iarie,  Charles  and  Stew- 
art. Harry  M.  Smurr  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Dunbar  township  and  Connells- 
ville, and  after  leaving  school  he  engaged  in 
farming.  His  farm,  containing  one  hundred 
acres,  is  located  one  mile  west  of  Connells- 
ville. He  is  a  Republican  and  always  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party, 
although  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
ofifice.  He  is  a  successful  farmer  and  a  great 
fancier  of  good  race  horses.  He  purchased 
his  farm  about  1880  from  Edward  England, 
and  it  is  known  as  "Hickory  Bottom."  He 
has  traveled  extensively  through  the  west- 
ern and  southern  States,  is  liberal  in  his 
views  and  has  strong  business  judgment. 

David  Christopher  Foltz,  a  leading 
and  successful  citizen  of  Dunbar,  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  born  December  15,  1856,  near 
Butler,  Butler  county.  Pa.  He  is  a  son  of 
the  late  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Norcia)  Foltz. 
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The  parents  of  Mr.  Foltz  came  to  this  coun- 
try after  their  marriage  from  Germany,  be- 
tween 1840  and  1845.  The  father  was  born 
in  Germany  and  died  in  1867  from  the  ef- 
fects of  wounds  received  while  in  the  army. 
He  enlisted  first  for  three  years,  and  after  his 
term  of  enlistment  expired,  he  re-enlisted  and 
served  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  He  was 
in  a  Pennsylvania  regiment.  He  was  at  the 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  many  other  of  the 
hardest  fought  battles  in  the  war.  He  was 
a  brave  soldier  and  served  gallantly  from  the 
beginning  to  the  close  of  the  war.  When 
Jacob  Foltz  came  to  this  country  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  near  Pittsburg,  and  from  the 
latter  place  moved  to  Butler  county,  where 
he  purchased  property  at  what  was  known 
as  Glade's  Run.  The  wife  of  Jacob  Foltz 
died  in  the  summer  of  1866.  Eleven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Jacob  and  Catherine 
Foltz:  Christianna,  deceased,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Peter  Nicholas,  of  Butler  county, 
Pa.;  Jacob,  the  oldest  son,  who  died  in  1863; 
Katharine,  wife  of  Charles  Mackay,  who  re- 
sides in  Pittsburg;  Mary,  wife  of  Charles 
Groves,  of  Butler  county.  Pa. ;  Henry,,  mar- 
ried Miss  Matilda  Irwin,  and  resides  in  But- 
ler county,  Pa. ;  Elizabeth,  deceased,  who 
was  the  wife  of  Winfield  Scott ;  George,  mar- 
ried, and  is  a  resident  of  Butler  county.  Pa. ; 
Maggie,  wife  of  Thomas  Madden,  of  Pitts- 
burg, Pa. ;  David  C,  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch ;  William,  married  Miss  Minnie 
Hawkee,  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  where  he  re- 
sides, and  is  engaged  in  farming;  Sadie,  wife 
of  Benjamin  Charles,  of  Pittsburg.  David 
C.  Foltz  was  a  child  at  the  death  of  his 
parents.  He  was  deprived  of  the  advantage 
of  an  early  education.  Pie  has  obtained  the 
greater  part  of  his  education  from  the  school 
of  experience,  yet  he  is  a  well-informed  and 
experienced  business  man.     After  the  death 


of  his  parents  he  was  thrown  entirely  on  his 
own  resources.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years 
he  engaged  with  Thomas  Marshall  on  a 
farm  in  Butler  county.  He  remained  there 
for  one  winter,  and  then  went  to  Captain 
John  Martin's,  residing  there  for  one  and  a 
half  years  on  a  farm.  He  then  went  to  work 
for  Samuel  Beers,  remaining  with  Mr.  Beers 
until  1872.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he  came 
to  Dunbar  township,  accepting  a  situation 
as  driver  for  Beers  &  Hamilton,  building 
contractors,  for  whom  he  worked  for  eigh- 
teen months.  In  1874  he  went  to  Allegheny 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  the  carpenter's 
trade,  returning  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
to  Dunbar,  where  he  accepted  a  situation 
with  James  R.  Beers,  and  after  one  year  took 
charge  of  all  the  latter's  men,  remaining 
with  him  for  six  years  until  1880.  In  i88i 
Mr.  Foltz  went  to  work  for  David  Carson, 
having  a  contract  to  build  thirty-five  houses 
and  a  large  hotel  in  Beechtree,  Jefferson 
county,  Pa.,  remaining  there  until  1883,  to 
complete  the  contract.  He  then  returned 
to  Dunbar,  Pa.,  where  he  has  ever  since 
been  successfully  engaged  in  the  undertak- 
ing business,  and  during  this  period  has  con- 
ducted about  four  thousand  funerals.  He  is 
one  of  the  first  embalmers  in  Fayette  coun- 
ty. He  has  also  been  extensively  engaged 
in  contracting,  and  in  the  furniture  business. 
Mr.  Foltz  has  about  eighteen  houses,  which 
he  rents,  in  Dunbar ;  also  many  valuable 
lots  in  the  place.  In  1898  he  started  the 
Central  hotel  in  Dunbar,  and  completed  the 
same  at  a  cost  of  about  thirty  thousand  tlol- 
lars.  He  conducted  the  hotel  until  January 
9,  1900,  when  he  leased  it  to  Enoch  H.  Abra- 
ham, the  ]M-esent  proprietor.  It  is  one  of 
the  finest  and  best  equipped  hotels  in  Fay- 
ette county,  modern  and  complete  in  every 
detail.      Mr.    Foltz   returned   from  Jefi'erson 
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county  in  1883,  and  had  onlj'  fifteen  cents  in 
his  pocket,  but  since  then  he  has  by  energy, 
industry  and  perseverance,  and  honest  busi- 
ness methods,  accumulated  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  property.  In  1880 
Mr.  Foltz  was  married  to  Aliss  Mary  B. 
Cameron,  daughter  of  Daniel  K.  and  Ro- 
berta (Sampson)  Cameron,  of  Dunbar. 
Twelve  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Foltz:  James  Robert  and  Belle,  both 
graduates  of  the  Dunbar  public  schools; 
Kathryn,  Elmer  Winfield,  Wilson,  Jessie, 
David  and  Paul,  attending  the  public  schools 
of  Dunbar,  and  Jacob,  Harry  and  Eugene, 
(eight  sons  and  three  daughters  living),  and 
George,  who  died  in  infancy.  Air.  Eoltz  has 
been  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  410,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  at  Dunbar,  for  eighteen  years, 
and  has  passed  all  its  chairs.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  King  David  Lodge,  No.  826, 
Dunbar,  and  has  passed  all  its  chairs  twice. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Uniform  Rank 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Foltz  have  been  for  a  number  of  years  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  P.  church  at  Dunbar.  There 
stood  on  the  site  of  the  splendid  Central 
hotel  one  of  the  first  buildings  constructed 
in  Dunbar.  Mr.  Foltz  is  one  of  the  largest 
properly  owners  and  highest  tax  payers  in 
Dunbar.  He  is  a  staunch  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  Mr. 
Foltz  has  never  aspired  to  office,  but  was 
elected  and  served  one  term  of  three  years 
as  a  member  of  the  borough  council,  and 
is  serving  on  his  third  term  of  three  years  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board  for  Dunbar. 
All  the  schools  of  Dunbar  have  been  graded 
since  Mr.  Foltz  has  been  a  member  of  the 
board.  No  community  can  boast  of  a  bet- 
ter citizen  than  Mr.  Foltz.  He  is  generous, 
ever  ready  to  contribute  to  whatever  he  be- 
lieves to  be  a  worthy  cause.     He  is  just  in 


all  his  dealings,  and  it  can  be  said  without 
fear  of  contradiction  that  no  man  in  Fayette 
county  stands  higher  for  honesty  and  busi- 
ness integrity  than  does  he.  No  man  has 
more  friends  and  fewer  enemies.  There  is 
not  a  name  in  Fayette  county  more  worthy 
of  a  place  in  the  annals  of  her  history  than 
that  of  David  C.  Fohz. 

Capt.  Hustead  a.  Crow,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Fayette  county,  was  born  October 
19,  1863,  in  Nicholson  township,  Fayette 
county.  Pa.  He  is  a  son  of  Isaac  F.  and 
Delilah  (Clemner)  Crow.  Isaac  F.  Crow 
was  born  in  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  and  died 
January  30,  1899,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years,  while  his  widow  is  living  and  resides 
in  New  Geneva,  Pa.  Captain  Crow  attended 
the  pubHc  schools  of  New  Geneva  until  sev- 
enteen years  of  age,  when  he  entered  a 
printing  office  in  L'niontown  and  learned  the 
trade  of  printer.  In  1889  and  1890  he  was 
assistant  treasurer  of  Fayette  county  under 
A.  F.  Downs,  an  attorney  who  was  then 
treasurer  of  the  county.  Captain  Crow  had 
charge  of  the  office  when  the  new  court- 
house was  constructed.  From  Uniontown 
he  moved  to  Connellsville,  July,  1890,  and 
became  local  editor  for  the  "Courier,"  re- 
maining in  that  capacity  until  1895,  when  he 
accepted  an  appointment  as  deputy  collector 
for  the  income  tax,  which  was  enacted  under 
the  Wilson  bill,  and  he  filled  that  office  until 
the  same  was  abolished  b)^  a  decision  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  L'^nited  States,  being 
deputy  collector  for  the  Twenty-third  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania.  He  then  returned  to 
Connellsville,  where  he  successfully  con- 
ducted a  job  printing  office  until  February, 
1898,  when  he  and  a  company  of  business 
men  founded  the  "Connellsville  News,"  a 
leading  paper,  and  then  the  only  Democratic 
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daily  paper  in  Fayette  county.  Captain 
Crow  was  elected  business  manager  of  the 
paper,  and  filled  that  position  until  the 
declaration  of  the  Spanish-American  war, 
when  he  offered  his  services  to  his  country. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  Company  D, 
Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  company  in  May,  1892,  and 
had  filled  all  the  non-commissioned  offices 
up  to  that  of  first  sergeant  when  he  entered 
the  United  States  service.  His  company  left 
Connellsville  for  Mt.  Gretna  April  27,  1898, 
and  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  ser- 
vice May  12,  1898.  They  sailed  from  San 
Francisco  June  15,  1898,  arriving  at  Camp 
Dewey,  Manila,  July  21,  1898.  The  regiment 
of  which  Captain  Crow  was  a  member  saw 
active  duty  and  participated  in  several  im- 
port battles.  After  the  battle  of  Malalos  Cap- 
tain Crow  remained  to  help  guard  that  city 
until  April  14,  1899,  when  he  was  ordered  to 
return  to  Cavite, where  he  remained, perform- 
ing outpost  duty  until  June  29th,  when  his 
regiment  embarked  aboard  the  transport 
Senator  and  sailed  for  the  United  States 
July  I,  1899.  On  the  way  home  the  trans- 
port stopped  at  both  Nagasaki  and  Yoko- 
hama, Japan,  and  entered  Golden  Gate, 
California,  August  i,  1899.  Colonel  Alex- 
ander Hawkins,  of  the  Tenth  Regiment,  died 
two  days  out  from  Yokohama.  They  were 
mustered  out  of  service  at  the  Presidio,  Cal- 
ifornia, August  22,  1899,  on  which  day  Cap- 
tain Crow  with  company  D  and  his  regiment 
returned  to  their  homes  in  Pennsylvania. 
In  Pittsburg  and  Connellsville  they  re- 
ceived the  greatest  ovations  ever  known 
in  either  of  those  cities.  When  war  was 
declared,  the  captain  of  Company  D  was 
George  A.  Munson,  but  while  at  Mt.  Gretna 


his  brother  was  killed  in  an  accident,  and  the 
captain  was  obliged  to  resign  and  return 
home,  owing  to  affairs  which  needed  his  at- 
tention there.  Hustead  A.  Crow,  first  ser- 
geant, was  next  in  rank,  owing  to  the  failure 
of  both  lieutenants  to  come  up  to  the  physi- 
cal requirements,  and  so  he  was  tendered  the 
captaincy,  but  modestly  declined,  declaring 
it  too  great  a  promotion,  and  instead  he  was 
made  first  lieutenant.  By  election  by  the 
company  Frank  B.  Hawkins,  son  of  Colonel 
A.  L.  Hawkins,  of  the  regiment,  was  chosen 
captain.  When  Captain  Hawkins  resigned 
at  Manila,  First  Lieutenant  Crow  was  made 
captain,  which  was  a  popular  promotion. 
Captain  Crow  was  detailed  twice  as  judge 
of  the  first  general  court-martial  of  the  Phil- 
ippine Islands,  which  held  sessions  first  at 
Camp  Dewey,  and  the  second  time  in  Monti- 
gos  palace,  in  Manila.  He  made  a  brave 
soldier  and  capable  officer,  and  was  well 
liked  by  the  entire  company.  Captain  Crow 
is  a  Democrat  and  has  been  active  in  poli- 
tics in  Fayette  county.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Alexantlcr  Crow,  was  a  prominent 
citizen  and  Democrat,  and  served  two  terms 
as  associate  judge  of  Fayette  county.  His 
father  was  a  well-known  and  substantial 
citizen  of  the  county  and  was  also  a  Demo- 
crat. The  Crows  were  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Fayette  count)'.  Captain  Crow  was 
married  to  Maud  Cunningham,  of  Nicholson 
township,  Fayette  county,  in  1893,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Virginia  and  Manila. 
Captain  Crow  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Eagle  at  Uniontown.  He  is 
a  man  of  strong  personality  and  unimpeach- 
al)le  business  integrity,  and  while  modest 
and  unassuming  is  a  man  of  pleasing  ad- 
dress and  a  strong  intellect. 
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William  Gallev  Robixson,  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  and  representative  citizen  of 
Dunbar  township,  was  born  November  8, 
1S47,  ii  Dunbar  township,  and  has  spent  his 
entire  Hfe  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns 
and  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a  son  of 
Cyrus  D.  and  Frances  (Galley)  Robinson, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  January  15, 
1S16,  was  killed  in  1880  by  the  falling  of  a 
tree  and  was  an  honored  citizen  and  pros- 
perous farmer  of  the  county.  James  Robin- 
son, paternal  grandfather,  came  to  Fayette 
county  at  an  early  period,  from  Lancaster 
county.  Pa.,  and  was  a  farmer  He  married 
Nancy  Tinstman.  The  maternal  grandfather 
was  Peter  Galley,  who  was  a  prominent  citi- 
zen. He  was  married  three  times,  an  I  four- 
teen children  were  born  to  him  by  his  first 
and  second  wives.  Frances  (Galley)  Robin- 
son was  his  oldest  child.  Four  sons  and 
three  daughters  were  born  to  Cyrus  D.  and 
Frances  (Galley)  Robinson:  Amzi,  deceased, 
the  oldest,  served  in  the  Seventh  Pennsylva- 
nia Cavalry,  and  was  in  the  Western  army, 
or  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee ;  John  Robin- 
son, served  three  years  in  the  Army  of  the  J 
Potomac,  and  was  a  member  of  Company  B, 
Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry;  is  now  a 
citizen  of  Dunbar  township,  one  mile  west 
of  New  Haven,  where  he  owns  property,  is 
a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  married  Miss 
Fannie  Watson ;  Smith  Robin.son,  died  when 
six  rears  of  age ;  William  Galley  Robinson, 
Bina,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Vance  Gil- 
more  ;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Robert  Playford, 
Brashear,  and  resides  in  New  Haven,  Pa. ; 
Martha  Frances,  wife  of  James  H.  Cole,  of 
West  Mrginia. 

William  Galley  Robinson  attended  the 
township  schools  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  engaged  in  farming  on  the  home 
place,  where  he  now  resides.     He  has  been 


engaged  in  farming  and  the  dairy  business 
successfully  to  the  present  time.  He  was 
married  May  9,  1880,  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Cooper,  daughter  of  Rev.  W.  H.  and  Mar- 
garet Cooper.  Mrs.  Robinson  is  an  Ala- 
bamian,  but  she  resided  in  Tennessee,  her 
father  being  a  professor  in  a  college  in  that 
State,  and  a  Baptist  minister.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson : 
Maggie  L.,  two  and  one-half  years  old,  dead ; 
Grace,  aged  eleven  years,  and  Ruth,  aged 
four  }-ears.  Mr.  Robinson  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Connellsville  Baptist  church  for 
over  twenty  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Heptasophs,  Youghiogheny  Conclave,  No. 
166,  at  Connellsville,  Pa. ;  also  a  member  of 
the  Protected  Home  Circle,  Coke  City  Cir- 
cle, No.  338,  at  Connellsville,  and  is  a  trus- 
tee of  the  Connellsville  Baptist  church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  His  father  was 
also  a  Republican,  and  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church,  and  his  mother  died  in 
1893,  being  over  seventy  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Robinson  has  been  successful  in  stock-rais- 
ing. He  also  runs  a  dairy.  He  owns  a  valu- 
able farm  of  eighty-eight  acres,  with  splen- 
did improvements  and  a  large  brick  resi- 
dence, one  mile  west  of  New  Haven.  He 
enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  en- 
tire community.  He  is  modest  and  unas- 
suming in  his  manners,  yet  is  active  and 
energetic  as  a  business  man.  For  honesty 
and  business  integrity  he  is  an  example 
worth)'  of  emulation. 

James  Joseph  Barnhart,  a  prominent 
citizen  and  successful  farmer  of  Dunbar 
township,  was  born  February  15,  1844,  in 
Dunbar  township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  is  a  son  of  Nicholas  and  Susan 
(Miller)  Barnhart,  the  former  being  a  native 
of  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  and  died  in  1882  at 
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the  age  of  sevent^'-five  years.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  well-known  citizen  of  the  county 
and  township  whe^e  he  spent  his  life.  He 
was  of  German  descent  and  the  father  of  ten 
children:  Catherine,  widow  of  Joseph  Cra- 
mer, resides  in  Fayette  county ;  !Malinda, 
wife  of  Smith  Dawson,  and  resides  in  New 
Haven ;  Margaret,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
John  Dorsey ;  Rachel,  was  the  wife  of  Austin 
Cunningham ;  Mary,  married  a  ^Iv.  Thomp- 
son, and  resides  in  Cleveland,  O. :  James  Jo- 
seph, the  subject  of  this  sketch;  William, 
deceased,  married  Miss  Melvina  Hager; 
Daniel,  unmarried,  owns  valuable  property 
in  New  Haven,  and  is  a  resident  of  Dunbar 
township ;  Harvey,  deceased,  was  married  to 
Aliss  Sarah  Ringler,  and  John,  who  died  in 
infancy.  James  Joseph  Barnhart  attended 
the  common  schools  of  Fayette  county  until 
seventeen  years  of  age.  While  industrious- 
ly engaged  in  his  duties  on  the  farm,  when 
he  would  read  of  the  mighty  struggle  going 
on  between  the  North  and  the  South,  his 
heart  v»"as  stirred  with  patriotism,  and  so  on 
the  8th  of  September.  1861,  he  left  Connells- 
ville  and  proceeded  to  Harrisburg,  where  he 
at  once  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Seventh 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  or  Eightieth  regi- 
ment, under  Captain  D.  J.  May,  at  Camp 
Curtin.  Captain  May  was  killed  on  the  first 
day  of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  Mr. 
Piarnhart  participated  in  a  number  of  battles 
during  the  war,  among  them  being  those  at 
Chattanooga,  Missionary  Ridge,  Lookout 
Mountain,  Dalton,  Franklin,  Tenn. ;  Leba- 
non, Tcnn.,  etc.  He  was  in  the  Kilpatrick 
raid,  in  which  Captain  Taylor,  of  his  com- 
))any,  was  killed.  Company  I-C  had  four  cap- 
tains during  its  term  of  service,  three  of 
whom  fell  in  battle.  Mr.  Barnhart  began 
active  service  at  Louisville,  Ky.  He  was 
slightly    woundi-il    on    the    arm    at    Callalin, 


Tenn.  He  was  at  Macon,  Ga.,  when  Gen- 
eral Lee  surrendered,  from  which  time  he 
served  as  post  commissary  sergeant  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ga.,  until  August,  1865.  He  was 
discharged  November  27,  1863,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  re-enlisting.  He  re-enlisted  Novem- 
ber 28,  1863,  and  was  discharged  August  23, 
1865.  Mr.  Barnhart  was  then  offered  a  com- 
mission in  the  regular  army,  which  he  de- 
clined, as  he  deemed  his  object  in  entering 
the  service  had  been  accomplished.  His 
only  regret  in  not  accepting  the  commission 
is  that  it  would  have  enabled  him  to  have 
participated  in  the  Spanish-American  war. 
Mr.  Barnhart's  civil  life  has  scarcely  been 
less  eventful  than  his  military  life.  After  his 
return  from  war  he  engaged  in  farming,  re- 
lying entirely  on  his  own  energy,  persever- 
ance, brains  and  muscle,  combined  with  hon- 
esty of  purpose  and  fair  business  methods. 
His  success  in  life  as  a  business  man  is 
worthy  of  note.  His  popularity  is  attested 
by  all  whose  privilege  it  is  to  know  him. 
He  owns  a  considerable  amount  of  valuable 
property  and  is  one  of  the  most  progressive, 
successful  and  substantial  farmers  in  Fayette 
county.  He  was  married  first  to  Miss  ^la- 
linda  Kelly,  a  daughter  of  Paul  Kelly,  on 
January  17,  1867.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnhart :  Charles,  married, 
and  is  a  resident  of  Lorain  county,  O., 
where  he  is  engaged  in  farming ;  John 
Henry,  married,  is  a  resident  of  Carnegie, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  railroading;  Delia 
Gertrude,  married  Espey  Worthington,  of 
Dunbar  township ;  Maggie  May,  wife  of 
Isaac  Cropp,  of  New  Haven;  James,  at 
home,  farming:  Irwin  Ray,  married,  is  a 
farmer  and  resides  in  Springfield  township; 
David  S.  and  Myrtle  Wade,  at  home,  and 
one  died  in  infancy,  Mr.  Barnhart's  sec- 
ond   marriage    was    to    Miss   Agnes    Rosella 
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Shallenberger,  daughter  of  Lester  and  Agnes 
McOiierter  (Strickler)  Shallenberger.  Five 
children  bless  that  union :  Hugh  P.,  ]vlinnie 
Belle,  Clark  H.,  Leroy  C.  and  Evans  L.,  all 
living  and  at  home.  Air.  Barnhart  is  serv- 
ing his  third  term  as  president  of  the  Farm- 
ers' club,  which  has  been  organized  si.xteen 
years,  and  he  is  the  only  member  who  has 
been  honored  with  more  than  one  term.  Mr. 
Barnhart  .is  an  active  Republican.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education  from  1894 
to  1897,  and  treasurer  of  the  same.  He 
served  in  1882  and  in  1885  as  collector  for 
Dunbar  township.  He  is  prominent  in  G.  A. 
R.  circles,  and  is  commander  of  Post  No. 
104,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Connellsville.  He  united 
with  the  Methodist  Protestant  church  about 
1873,  and  later  owing  to  convenience  of  lo- 
cation changed  his  membership  to  Laurel 
Hill  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  a  faithful 
teacher  and  superintendent  in  the  Sunday- 
school.  Air.  Barnhart  is  a  capable  and  in- 
teresting speaker,  and  is  always  in  demand 
on  important  occasions.  Mr.  Barnhart  is  a 
man  of  strong  personalitv,  good  business 
judgment  and  possesses  the  happy  faculty 
of  making  friends  wherever  he  goes.  He  is 
hospitable  at  home  and  generous  every- 
where. 

Is.\AC  F.  Stoner,  a  successful  farmer  and 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Dunbar  town- 
ship, was  born  Alay  2,  1836,  in  Dunbar 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  on 
a  farm  known  as  Ft.  Look  Sharp,  one  of  the 
oldest  farms  in  the  township,  which  was 
owned  by  a  Air.  Staufifer,  the  great-grand- 
father of  Air.  Stoner.  Isaac  F.  Stoner  is  a 
son  of  Christian  and  Annie  (Stauffer) 
Stoner.  Christian  Stoner  was  born  C)ctober 
ID,  1793,  in  Bedford  county.  Pa.,  and  came 
with  his  parents  when  but  six  years  old  to 


Westmoreland  county,  settling  near  the  site 
of  Scottdale,  where  he  resided  until  he  at- 
tained manhood.  After  his  marriage  to  An- 
nie StaufTer  he  moved  to  Dunbar  township, 
Fayette  county,  and  settled  on  the  Stauffer 
farm  in  1817,  where  he  reared  a  family  of 
twelve  children :  Abram,  married  Aliss  Alar- 
garet  Mackey,  moved  to  Illinois  and  from 
there  to  Missouri,  served  four  years  in  the 
Confederate  army  and  died  at  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark. ;  Christian  S.,  married  Aliss 
Alary  Shallenberger  and  moved  to  Illinois, 
where  he  died,  and  two  of  his  sons  (Clark  R. 
and  Alartin  S.),  served  in  the  L^nion  armv 
during  the  Civil  war ;  Alary,  was  the  wife  of 
Abram  Galley  (both  deceased),  and  resided 
in  Franklin  township,  Fayette  county; 
Sarah  and  Agnes  (twins),  Sarah  was  the  wife 
of  Henry  N.  Fried.e  and  resided  in  Bullskin 
township,  where  she  and  her  husband  died, 
and  Agnes  married  John  Dudley  Collins,  is 
a  widow  and  resides  in  Dunbar  township : 
John  W.,  married  Aliss  Alartha  Oglevie  and 
moved  to  Kansas  about  1875,  where  she  and 
her  husband  died,  leaving  a  large  family  of 
grown  children  (John  W.  served  in  the  Sixth 
Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery) ;  Rebecca, 
married  Joseph  Oglevie,  of  Dunbar  town- 
ship, and  resides  in  A^anderbilt,  where  Air. 
Oglevie  owns  a  planing  mill  and  is  a  leading 
merchant ;  Elizabeth,  married  Joseph  New- 
comer and  moved  to  Kansas,  where  Air. 
Newcomer  was  killed  by  a  train,  and  where 
his  widow  still  resides ;  Levi,  resides  at  Sis- 
tersville,  W.  \'a.,  served  three  years  in  the 
One  Hundred  and  Forty-second  Pennsylva- 
nia in  the  Civil  war,  and  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  married  Aliss  Cather- 
ine Shaw;  Isaac  F.,  married  Miss  Rachel, 
daughter  of  AA'illiam  and  Nancy  Ball,  Au- 
gust II,  1859;  she  died  January  25,  1882, 
and  on  the  9th  of  Alarch,  1884,  Air.  Stoner 
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married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Leah 
Eicher  (widow  of  Andrew  Eicher,  a  soldier 
in  tlie  Union  arm)-  killed  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg), whose  maiden  name  was  Leah  Sipe, 
and  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Rebecca  Sipe, 
the  latter  of  whom  is  still  living  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years ;  Annie  Stoner  was  born 
October  4,  1839,  married  John  W.  Hair  and 
resides  in  Franklin  township,  Fayette  coun- 
ty; Cyrus,  born  October  6,  1842,  and  died 
unmarried  in  Dunbar  township  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three  years.  Christian  Stoner  (grand- 
father) was  born  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
and  died  in  1814.  The  paternal  great-grand- 
father was  a  native  of  Germany  and  a  pio- 
neer settler  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  set- 
tling there  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Christian  Stoner  married  a  Miss  Shank  and 
came  to  this  section  of  the  State  from  East- 
ern Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Stoner's  mother 
was  Annie  Stauffer,  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Agnes  Stauffer.  She  was  born  Febru- 
ary 5,  1798,  and  died  October  9,  1865.  Her 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Agnes  Overholt, 
a  native  of  Bucks  county.  Pa. 

Isaac  F.  Stoner  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Fayette  county  until  sixteen  years 
old,  when  he  engaged  in  the  blacksmith 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  six  years,  after- 
wards engaging  in  farming  for  his  father, 
the  other  members  of  the  family  having  left 
home.  He  remained  on  the  old  homestead 
for  sixteen  years  until  the  death  of  his  par- 
ents. He  then  purchased  an  old  farm,  which 
he  improved  and  sold  at  a  profit.  Li  1887 
he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides, containing  sixty-five  acres,  one  and 
one-half  miles  west  of  New  Flaven,  Pa.  This 
farm  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation  with 
splendid  improvements.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  L  O.  O.  F.,  General  Worth  Lodge,  No. 
386,  of  Connellsville,  and  has  taken  all  the 


degrees,  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs  in  the 
Dunbar  Grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Husban- 
dry three  times,  and  served  as  a  delegate  to 
Harrisburg  for  the  same.  He  was  the  first 
Republican  ever  elected  justice  of  the  peace 
of  Dunbar  township,  and  served  for  three 
years  as  member  of  the  school  board.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian church  for  more  than  forty  years 
at  East  Liberty  church.  Mr.  Stoner  adopted 
two  children.  One,  Carrie  Hurst,  married 
Win.  Reed,  and  has  a  family  of  five  children. 
The  other,  Joseph  H.  Stoner,  resides  in  Van- 
derljilt  and  married  Miss  Alice  Pickett,  and 
has  two  children.  ]\Ir.  Stoner  richly  de- 
serves the  confidence  and  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held  by  the  community. 

Robert  Lang,  a  substantial  citizen  of 
New  Haven,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  September  27,  1839,  near  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1865, 
locating  on  the  Monongahela  river  in  West- 
ern Pennsylvania,  where  for  a  number  of 
years  he  was  engaged  in  mining.  In  1868 
he  was  employed  in  mining  ore  for  W.  D. 
Wood  &  Co.,  in  Wharton  township,  and  the 
following  \-ear  located  at  Dunbar,  Pa.,  where 
lie  had  charge  of  the  ore  mines  for  the  Dun- 
bar Furnace  Company  until  1874.  From 
Dunbar  he  went  to  Percy,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  short  period  engaged  in  coal 
mining.  From  Percy  he  went  to  Lemont, 
and  was  engaged  there  in  mining  for  eight 
years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Dunbar 
about  1884,  where  he  was  superintendent  of 
the  Ferguson  and  Hill  Farm  mines  and  the 
limestone  mines  until  September  i,  1897, 
when  after  a  long  and  useful  life  in  active 
business  he  retired  from  business  and 
moved  to  New  Haven,  Pa.,  October  4,  1897, 
locating    in    his    elegant    residence    on    Mt. 
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Lang,  an  ideal  spot  to  spend  the  remaining 
days  of  a  useful  and  well-spent  life.  Mr. 
Lang  began  work  in  the  mines  of  his  native 
land  when  only  eleven  years  of  age,  and  has 
by  his  energy  and  industry  accumulated 
valuable  property  in  addition  to  raising  and 
educating  a  large  family.  He  was  married 
August  26,  1863,  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
to  Miss  Margaret  Dougherty,  daughter  of 
John  and  Margaret  Dougherty.  Nine  chil- 
dren were  born  to  bless  that  union,  eight  of 
whom  are  living :  William,  superintendent  of 
the  Southwest  Virginia  Improvement  Com- 
pany at  Pocohontas,  Va.,  and  married  }iliss 
Mary  Mallo}',  of  Dunbar,  Pa. ;  John,  a  resi- 
dent of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  in  the  employ  of  the 
Schoen  Pressed  Steel  Car  Co.,  married  Miss 
Alice  Tierney;  Jennie,  wife  of  William  F. 
Soisson,  of  Connellsville ;  Robert,  a  resident 
of  South  Connellsville,  married  INIiss  Brid- 
get Malone,  of  Dunbar,  Pa. ;  Margaret,  de- 
ceased ;  ]\Iary,  wife  of  W.  C.  Clydesdale,  trav- 
eling salesman  for  the  Brindley  Hardware 
Company,  of  Pittsburg,  and  Annie,  Thomas 
and  James,  at  home.  ^largaret,  i\Iary  and 
Annie  were  educated  at  Mt.  Aloysius  acad- 
emy at  Loretta,  Cambria  county.  Pa.  Rob- 
ert Lang,  Jr.,  attended  St.  Mncent's  acad- 
emy at  Latrobe,  Pa.  Thomas  and  Jennie 
attended  St.  Joseph's  college  in  Baltimore, 
from  which  Thomas  was  graduated.  Mr. 
Lang  is  a  Catholic  in  religious  belief  and  a 
Republican  in  politics.  Fayette  county  can 
well  afford  to  pride  herself  in  such  a  citizen 
as  Robert  Lang. 

Richard  James  McGee,  a  prominent  and 
successful  business  man  of  Dunbar,  Pa.,  was 
born  January  29,  1863,  in  Springhill  town- 
ship, Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  is 
a  son  of  David  and  Mary  Jane  (Coole)^)  Mc- 
Gee.      David    McGee    was   born   in    1836   in 


Fayette  county,  and  died  in  1891  at  the  age 
of  fifty-five  years.  He  was  engaged  in  vari- 
ous occupations  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  in  the  South  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  when  he  returned  and  entered  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  Government.  He 
was  a  Democrat,  and  a  son  of  James  McGee, 
a  native  of  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  born  in  1812, 
and  residing  in  Uniontown  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven.  He  was  for  many  vears  a 
teamster  on  the  old  National  Road  between 
Cumberland,  ^Id.,  and  ^^'heeling,  W.  \'a. 
He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  iron  industry  in  the 
days  of  charcoal  furnaces  in  the  mountains 
of  Western  Pennsylvania.  James  AIcGee 
married  Miss  Delilah  Fulton,  a  native  of 
Fayette  county,  who  was  born  about  1815, 
and  died  in  1883.  The  Fultons  were  among 
the  oldest  of  Fayette  county's  citizens. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  James  jMcGee : 
David,  the  father  of  Richard  McGee;  Wil- 
liam, a  resident  of  Cool  Springs,  Favette 
county;  Jonathan,  a  resident  of  Ohio;  Al- 
fred, deceased ;  Henry,  a  resident  of  Nic'iul- 
son  township ;  Hannah,  wife  of  T.  J.  Da\'is, 
of  L^niontown,  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John 
Cooley,  and  a  resident  of  Georges  township. 
The  parents  of  R.  J.  McGee  were  married  in 
1862.  His  mother,  ]\Iary  Jane  (Cooley)  j\Ic- 
Gee,  is  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ruth 
(Llewellen)  Cooley,  and  resides  in  Nichol- 
son township.  There  were  born  to  David 
and  Mary  Jane. McGee  three  children:  Rich- 
ard J.,  born  January  29,  1863,  and  Charles 
L.  and  Carrie  (twins),  born  June  7,  1870. 
Charles  L.  married  Miss  Delia,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Hunter,  of  Hunter's  mill,  Springhill 
township,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Nicholson  township,  having  two  children, 
IMaud  and  Omer.  The  ancestors  of  Air.  AIc- 
Gee  were  all  Democrats.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  a  Presbyterian  and  the  par- 
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ents  were  Methodists.  William  McGee, 
also  Asa  and  Britt  Cooky,  uncles  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Gee, served  during  the  Civil  war  in  the 
Union  army.  Britt  Cooley  was  captured  and 
supposed  to  have  died  while  in  prison.  Asa 
Cooley  resides  at  Old  Frame  P.  O.  in  Nich- 
olson township.  The  other  children  of  the 
maternal  grandparents  are  John  Cooley,  of 
Georges  township;  Hannah  Cooley,  wife  of 
John  Smith,  of  Smithfield,  and  Rachel,  wife 
of  John  S.  Davis,  of  Springhill  township. 

Richard  James  McGee  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  leaving  the  same  when  fourteen 
years  of  age  to  work  on  a  farm,  for  which  he 
received  five  dollars  per  month,  and  later  at- 
tended old  Georges  Creek  aacdemy,  a  well- 
known  institution  of  learning,  for  a  period 
of  two  years.  On  leaving  the  academy  he 
accepted  a  situation  at  the  Old  Lemont  fur- 
nace and  remained  there  for  one  year,  after 
which  he  spent  three  years  at  the  Nutt 
works  in  Uniontown,  and  from  there  he 
went  to  Smithfield  as  assistant  postmaster, 
and  clerked  in  a  general  store,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years.  In  February,  1885, 
Mr.  McGee  came  to  Dunbar,  Pa.,  and  ac- 
cepted a  situation  in  the  store  of  Captain  J. 
M.  Hustead,  where  he  was  promoted  to  be 
manager  of  the  business,  and  in  1892  the 
firm  of  Hustead  &  Semans  was  organized. 
j\lr.  McGee  remained  manager  for  the  firm 
until  the  fall  of  1895.  In  April,  1896,  the 
firm  of  McGee  &  Co.  was  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  conducting  a  general  mercantile 
trade  in  Dunbar,  v^diere  the  firm  has  con- 
ducted a  large  and  profitable  business.  Mr. 
McGee  has  been  Cjuite  successful  and  has 
accunuilated  valuable  property.  He  was 
married  April  27,  1887,  to  Miss  Lillie  M., 
who  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Irick,  and 
whose  parents  are  dead.  Three  children 
bless  their  union:    Edgar  I.,   David   Harold 


and  Richard  C.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGee  are 
both  members  of  the  M.  E.  church  at  Dun- 
bar, of  which  he  is  a  trustee.  Mr.  McGee  is 
also  a  steward  in  the  church.  He  has  been 
a  lifelong  Democrat;  was  elected  in  1892  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  Dunbar 
township,  and  re-elected  in  1895,  serving  un- 
til June,  1898.  He  has  served  both  as  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  board,  giving  a 
bond  for  forty-eight  thousand  dollars,  which 
was  the  second  highest  bond  in  the  county. 
Mr.  ilcGee  is  a~ member  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum and  King  David  Lodge,  No.  823,  at 
Dunbar.  He  is  a  member  of  Fayette  Lodge, 
No.  228,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Union  Chapter,  No.  165, 
R.  A.  M.,  and  Uniontown  Commandery,  No. 
49,  Knights  Templar.  He  has  filled  all  the 
chairs  in  the  subordinate  lodge  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  was  a  representative  from  823  to 
the  Grand  Lodge.  ]\Ir.  McGee  enjoys  an 
enviable  reputation  in  the  community  for 
honesty  and  business  integrity. 

WiLij.vii  Robert  Bowden,  a  popular  and 
leading  young  man  of  Dunbar,  was  born 
May  8,  1874,  in  Dunbar,  Pennsylvania.  He 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Margaret  (Ferr)') 
Bowden.  The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  were  both  natives  of  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland.  The  father  was  born  in  1845  ^"d 
came  to  this  country  soon  after  his  marriage, 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  first  lo- 
cated in  New  York  city  in  1866,  remaining 
there  for  only  a  year  or  so.  In  1868  they 
came  to  Connellsville  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pa.,  where  for  some  time  they  re- 
sided. William  Bowden  was  engaged  in 
tanning  for  some  time ;  also  in  the  coke  and 
coal  industry.  In  1871  he  came  to  Dunbar, 
Pennsylvania.  Five  children  were  born  to 
William  and  Margaret  Bowden :  William 
R. ;  Jolni  J.,  born  November  11,  1867,  mar- 
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ried  Miss  Olive  Stewart  and  resides  at 
Wilkinsburg,  Pa.,  and  is  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany; M.  Belle  Bowden  is  a  graduate  of  the 
public  schools  of  Dunbar,  and  is  a  teacher  in 
the  Dunbar  public  schools ;  Mattie  Elizabeth 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Dunbar  public  schools, 
and  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  same  for  sev- 
eral years ;  Geo.  Samuel,  born  August  i8, 
1886,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Dunbar  public 
schools,  and  is  at  present  a  student  in 
Waynesburg  college,  preparing  for  the 
Presbyterian  ministry.  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Bow- 
den are  both  charter  members  of  the  Dun- 
bar Presbyterian  church,  in  which  church 
the  former  has  been  an  elder  for  many  years. 
In  politics  Mr.  Bowden  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  a  member  of  Dunbar  council,  Xo.  754, 
Royal  Arcanum. 

William  R.  Bowden  graduated  from 
school  in  the  class  of  1891-92.  After  leaving 
school  he  accepted  a  situation  with  the  ]\Ic- 
Clure  Coke  Company  as  shipping  clerk,  and 
for  a  short  period  was  in  the  employ  of  the  B. 
&  O.  R.  R.  Co.  as  scale  clerk  at  Connellsville. 
In  the  fall  of  1893  he  entered  the  office  as 
clerk  of  the  Cambria  Iron  and  Steel  Com- 
pany, at  IMorell.  He  remained  there  for  one 
vear ;  also  was  for  a  short  period  clerk  at 
^ilahoning  for  the  same  compan}-.  From  the 
Jatter  place  he  went  to  Wheeler  for  the  Cam- 
bria Iron  and  Steel  Company  in  1894,  and 
has  remained  there  to  the  present  time,  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  time  books.  Mr.  Bowden, 
with  other  members  of  his  father's  family, 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
Dunbar.  He  is  also  taking  a  course  in  law, 
preparatory  to  entering  the  law  department 
of  the  University  of  Ann  Arbor,  ?vlich.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Bowden  was 
George  Ferry,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  of 
Scotch  descent.     The  paternal  grandparents, 


John  and  Jane  Bowden,  were  of  Scotch  ori- 
gin, and  natives  of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland. 
The  maternal  grandfather  died  in  1898,  and 
was  nearly  ninety  years  of  age.  In  religious 
belief  the  ancestors  of  Mr.  Bowden  were  all 
Presbyterians.  William  Robert  Bowden  is 
a  young  man  of  strong  character,  scrupu- 
lously honest,  just  in  his  dealings  and  of  cul- 
tured mind  and  refined  sentiments.  He  is 
deservedly  popular  and  bids  fair  for  a  suc- 
cessful and  brilliant  future. 

Ch.arles  W.  Baker,  a  representative  and 
successful  citizen  of  Dunbar  township,  Fay- 
ette county,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  July  2, 
1866,  and  is  a  son  of  Joshua  and  Cassa 
(Leophine)  Baker.  Joshua  Baker  was  born 
in  Little  York,  York  county.  Pa.,  December 
24,  1818,  and  died  September  13,  1896.  He 
was  by  trade  a  miller,  and  spent  fifteen  years 
in  the  west.  The  father  of  Joshua  Baker 
was  George  Baker,  who  was  proprietor  of  a 
hotel  at  York,  Pa.,  and  owned  two  other  ho- 
tels on  the  National  Road,  being  wealthy 
and  influential  in  li^s  day,  and  was  worth 
probably  more  than  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  He  suffered  severe  losses  from  fires 
and  moved  on  the  Gettysburg  and  Hanover 
pike  in  Maryland,  where  he  conducted  a 
tavern  and  mill,  and  Joshua,  his  son,  when 
fourteen  years  old,  had  charge  of  the  mill. 
George  Baker  remained  there  until  his 
death.  Joshua  Baker  was  for  fifteen  years 
in  the  West,  having  charge  of  several  large 
saw  mills,  employing  over  one  thousand 
hands,  and  also  had  charge  of  a  tannery 
there.  From  there  he  went  to  Baltimore 
county,  Maryland,  and  located  twenty  miles 
from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  where  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Cassa  Leophine  in  1864.  He 
bought  property  there  and  remained  until 
1891,  when   he   then   sold   out  and   removed 
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to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  liis  hfe  with  his  son  Charles  W. 
Baker.  The  great-grandfather  Baker  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  died  while  sit- 
ting in  his  chair  at  the  age  of  one  hundred 
and  eight  years.  George  Baker  (grand- 
father) married  a  Miss  Aribaugh,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  children  were: 
Joshua  (father) ;  William,  Elias,  Washing- 
ton, Harry,  Jerry,  Ellen,  wife  of  Henry 
Fineger,  a  wealthy  farmer,  and  four  that 
(lied  in  infancy.  The  maternal  grandparents 
were  George  and  Barbara  Leophine,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  their  daughter, 
Cassa  (Leophine)  Baker,  was  born  January 
27,  1852,  and  died  July  2,  1887,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-five  years,  five  months  and  five  days. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  Joshua  and 
Cassa  L.  Baker:  Charles  W.,  Harry,  born 
January  3,  1868,  married  Miss  Lotta  Smith- 
cy,  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  Smithey,  and  has  one  child ;  Harry,  in 
the  employ  of  his  brother  Charles  in  the  fire 
clay  mines;  William,  born  May  23,  1870,  a 
teamster  at  the  Dunbar  fire  clay  works ;  El- 
len, born  August  2,  1872,  single,  and  Jo- 
sephine, born  October  3,  1874,  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Matthews,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Mary,  her  husband  being  in  the  employ  of 
Charles  W.  Baker;  George,  born  January 
31,  1876,  single  and  works  at  the  Dunbar 
fire  clav  works,  and  H^erbert  Wilson,  born 
November  26,  1878,  and  in  the  employ  of  the 
Dunbar  fire  clay  company.  Charles  W. 
r.aker  attended  the  public  schools  of  Balti- 
more county,  Maryland,  until  sixteen  years 
of  age,  and  worked  for  his  father  for  a  year 
or  so,  after  which  he  entered  the  employ  of 
his  uncle  at  twelve  dollars  per  month,  for 
whom  he  worked  for  several  years,  his 
wages  being  increased  to  twenty-one  dollars 


per  month.  After  leaving  the  farm  Mr. 
Baker  went  to  Baltimore  and  ran  a  milk 
wagon  for  one  and  a  half  years  at  twenty- 
five  dollars  per  month,  and  followed  various 
occupations  during  his  stay  in  that  city.  He 
came  to  Dunbar,  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  and 
accepted  a  situation  with  the  Dunbar  Fur- 
nace Company  as  a  drawer  of  coke,  and  later 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Cambria  Iron 
Company  to  take  charge  of  the  yard  and  to 
draw  coke.  Li  1894  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Dunbar  Fire  Brick  Company  as  con- 
tractor for  the  company,  furnishing  six 
teams  and  employing  a  large  force  of  men, 
and  has  had  charge  of  the  clay  mines  to  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Baker  reached  Fayette 
county  wath  only  ten  dollars  in  money  in  his 
pocket,  which  he  lost  soon  after  reaching 
here  ;  hence  he  has  by  energy,  industry  and 
perseverance  accumulated  every  dollar  he 
has  since  he  reached  this  county.  He  owns 
in  Dunbar  township  a  valuable  farm  of  one 
hundred  acres  and  two  other  properties 
which  he  has  rented ;  one  place  containing 
over  three  acres  of  land.  Mr.  Baker  has  his 
farm  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  keeping 
seventy-five  head  of  hogs,  twenty-five  heail 
of  cattle  and  eight  head  of  horses.  He  has 
been  a  hard  worker  and  an  industrious  citi- 
zen and  a  man  of  strong  business  capacity. 
He  was  married  in  1889  to  Miss  Rosa  Leo- 
[ihinc,  daughter  of  Henry  Leophine.  Six 
children  bless  this  union :  David  Marshall, 
born  April  7,  1890;  Herbert  Wilson,  born 
June  22,  1891 ;  Jessie,  born  March  15,  1893; 
Harry,  born  July  31,  1895;  Stella,  born 
March  31,  1897,  and  Charles  Wihiam,  born 
October  21,  1898.  In  politics  Mr.  Baker  is  a 
Democrat,  as  were  all  his  ancestors.  He  has 
resided  at  his  present  place  since  1894.  Mr. 
Baker  deserves  great  credit  for  the  success 
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he  has  attained  in  life,  as  his  accumulations 
are  the  result  of  honesty  and  industry  and 
straightforward  business  methods. 

Thomas  Blair  Palmer,  a  leading  and 
representative  citizen  of  Dunbar,  Pa.,  was 
born  June  3,  1862,  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  is  a  son  of  Robert  H.  and  Sarah 
Jane  (Longland)  Palmer.  Robert  H.  Pal- 
mer was  born  in  Allegheny  county  in  1832 
and  died  i\Iay  28,  1884.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  fire  brick.  His  widow  is 
living,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  Rob- 
ert H.  Palmer,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Scotland 
and  came  to  this  country  after  reaching  man- 
hood. His  wife  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and 
came  to  this  country  after  her  marriage. 
They  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters : 
John,  a  resident  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa. ; 
James  B.,  of  Fort  Scott,  Kan. ;  Eliza,  de- 
ceased ;  Agnes,  Sarah  and  Robert  H.  To 
Robert  H.  and  Sarah  Jane  Palmer  were  born 
these  children :  William,  Thomas  Blair,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Minnie  A.,  wife  of 
W.  S.  Floyd ;  Nannie  D.,  single ;  Virginia 
B.,  wife  of  R.  B.  Brown;  and  Marie  L-,  de- 
ceased. Thomas  Blair  Palmer  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1884  in  the  high  school  of  Pitts- 
burg, soon  after  which  he  engaged  with  his 
father  in  the  manufacture  of  fire  brick  at  Mt. 
Braddock.  In  April,  1890.  he  located  at 
Dunbar,  Pa.,  where  he  continued  in  the 
same  business.  Mr.  Palmer  operates  the 
Dunbar  Fire  Brick  Company  works,  with  a 
capacity  of  twenty-five  thousand  bricks  per 
day,  employing  one  hundred  and  ten  men. 
The  plant  has  increased  from  a  capacity  of 
four  thousand  a  day  to  the  present  large  out- 
put. The  company  has  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  in  the  county,  having  always 
been  prompt  to  meet  its  obligations  and  has 
never  missed  a  pay  day  since  its  organiza- 


tion, and  has  at  no  time  had  a  surplus  of 
stock  on  hand,  always  finding  a  ready  mar- 
ket for  its  output,  and  at  present  cannot 
meet  the  demands  of  the  trade.  The  plant 
has  not  suspended  a  day  for  want  of  orders 
for  the  past  six  years,  and  under  the  splen- 
did management  of  Mr.  Palmer  has  lost  but 
forty-nine  dollars  in  accounts,  which  is  a  rec- 
ord without  a  parellel  in  Fayette  county. 
Mr.  Palmer  started  out  on  his  own  resources 
and  to  his  energy,  industry  and  able  business 
management  is  due  the  credit  of  his  success 
in  life.  He  is  one  of  Fayette  county's  lead- 
ing and  most  successful  business  men.  Mr. 
Palmer  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  B. 
Brown,  daughter  of  John  T.  and  Eleanor 
(Hawthorn)  Brown,  in  January,  1885.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Palmer  have  had  two  children; 
Thomas  Blair  Palmer,  born  in  January,  1889, 
and  died  when  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Eleanor  B.,  born  in  March,  1893.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Palmer  is  a  Republican,  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  local  politics  as  well  as 
State  and  national.  Mr.  Palmer's  father  was 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  a 
Republican  in  politics.  Mr.  Palmer  is  a 
member  of  Fayette  Lodge,  No.  228,  F.  and 
A.  M.;  Union  Chapter,  No.  165,  R.  A.  M., 
and  Uniontown  Commandery,  No.  49, 
Knights  Templar.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Dunbar  Presbyterian  church.  He  first  joined 
the  Third  Presbyterian  church  at  Pittsburg. 
From  there  he  went  to  Uniontown,  where  he 
was  a  member  for  five  years,  and  from  which 
place  he  came  to  Dunbar.  Mr.  Palmer  is  a 
man  of  strong  personal  character,  of  pleas- 
ing address,  and  one  of  Fayette  county's 
most  substantial  citizens. 

Rev.  Frank  Mitchell  Silsley,  pastor  of 
the  Dunbar  Presbyterian  church,  was  born 
February  14,    1873,  in  Madison,  Westmore- 


980 


NELSON'S  BIOGRAPHICAL  DTCTI0NAR7 


land  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a  son  of 
Adam  and  Jennie  (Mitchell)  Silsley.  His 
father  was  born  in  Madison,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa.,  and  is  a  resident  of  Scottdale, 
and  his  mother  was  born  in  Mendon,  near 
Sewickley,  that  county.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  John  Silsley,  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  the  maternal  grandfather  was  a  native 
of  this  county,  and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
whose  ancestors  came  to  this  country  from 
Belfast,  Ireland.  The  parents  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Silsley  are  residents  of  Scottdale,  Westmore- 
land count}-,  the  father  being  a  carpenter. 
They  had  four  children :  John  Calvin  Sils- 
ley, a  successful  attorney  of  Greensburg,  en- 
joying a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  was  ed- 
ucated at  Waynesburg  college  and  read  law 
at  Greensburg,  and  married  Miss  Mary  Tay- 
lor Cunningham,  a  sister  of  Jesse  B.  Cun- 
ningham, a  prominent  attorney  of  Greens- 
burg; Nathaniel  Eldridge  Silsley,  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
successful  physician  of  Scottdale,  and  enjoys 
a  large  practice ;  Anna  Cora,  graduated 
with  honors  from  the  high  school ;  and  Rev. 
Frank  Mitchell,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Adam  Silsley  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the 
Union  army,  a  member  of  Company  K,  Fif- 
ty-third Pennsylvania  Regiment  Volunteers. 
He  enlisted  in  1862  and  served  until  the 
close  of  hostilities.  He  was  a  brave  and 
daring  soldier  and  was  selected  as  one  of 
the  scouting  party  to  capture  John  Wilkes 
Booth.  He  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, and  took  part  in  a  number  of  sharp 
and  decisive  engagements.  He  owned  val- 
uable property  until  the  panic  of  1873,  when 
he  sustained  severe  losses,  but  with  energy 
and  indomitable  courage,  characteristic  of 
the  man,  he  has  raised  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren, giving  them  a  classical  education,  and 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  citi- 


zens ot  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Presb\'terian  church 
of  Scottdale,  and  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
Rev.  Frank  M.  Silsley  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Scottdale,  where  he  graduated  in 
1888,  and  after  his  graduation  he  reported 
for  a  Pittsburg  newspaper  for  two  and  a 
half  years.  In  1891  he  entered  \\^aynesburg 
college,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  lit- 
erary societies  and  athletics,  graduating 
from  that  institution  in  the  spring  of  1895  at 
the  head  of  his  class.  During  his  vacations 
he  followed  various  occupations  to  earn 
means  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  complete 
his  course  in  college.  In  the  fall  of  1895 
he  entered  the  Western  theological  semin- 
ary, where  he  was  graduated  in  May,  1898. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  first  year  in  the 
seminary  he  supplied  the  Leisenring  Pres- 
byterian church  for  one  year  and  a  half.  In 
1897  he  was  called  to  Dunbar  Presbyterian 
church,  and  the  next  year  was  graduated  in 
the  theological  class  of  1898.  He  has  filled 
his  charge  ably  and  satisfactorily  up  to  the 
present  time.  The  church  has  been  organ- 
ized for  twenty-six  years  and  has  had  only 
four  pastors.  It  is  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion, and  has  a  membership  of  about  two 
hundred.  Under  the  charge  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Silsley  the  church  has  had  an  addition  of 
about  sixty  members  during  the  past  year, 
and  many  improvements  have  been  made, 
while  a  new  piano  has  been  purchased.  Mr. 
Silsley  was  married  October  26,  1898,  to 
Miss  Georgianna,  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  John 
B.  Reed  and  Mrs.  Isabella  Reed,  of  Laurel 
Hill,  Fayette  county.  Pa.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Silsley  is  pastor  of  Laurel  Hill  Presbyterian 
church,  and  is  one  of  the  strongest  and  best 
known  ministers  in  the  presbytery.  Mrs. 
Silsley  was  born  September  29,  1875,  in  Sis- 
tersville,  W.  Va.     Rev.  Frank  M.  Silsley    is 
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a  man  of  strong  personalit)',  thoroughly  ed- 
ucated, a  close  student  and  an  able  expoun- 
der of  the  Scriptures.  He  has  few  pe,ers  as 
a  pulpit  orator.  He  is  firm  in  his  convic- 
tions, yet  liberal  in  his  views.  He  is  per- 
sonally popular. 

Simon  Peter  H,\y,  a  leading  citizen  and 
farmer,  of  Dunbar  township,  Fayette  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  was  born  January  17,  1852,  in  West- 
moreland county,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  son 
of  the  late  Daniel  and  Catherine  (Fried- 
line)  Hay.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Hay  were  na- 
tives of  Somerset  county,  and  located  in 
Westmoreland  county.  Pa.,  near  Donegal, 
where  both  died,  the  father  in  October,  1872, 
aged  sixty-four  years  and  eleven  months, 
and  the  mother  in  1856,  aged  fifty-four  years. 
Daniel  Hay  was  twice  married.  Eleven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Daniel  and  Catherine 
Hay :  Susan,  wife  of  Jacob  Brown,  both  de- 
ceased ;  Isabelle,  \vidow  of  Leonard  Gear- 
hart,  v,"ho  lives  in  Donegal;  Margaret,  wife 
of  John  Helm,  both  deceased ;  Isaac  Hay, 
married  Miss  Hannah  Fligger,  and  is  a  res- 
ident of  New  Haven,  Pa. ;  Jonathan  Hay, 
married  Miss  Julia  Ann  SchafTer,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Pittsburg:  Elizabeth  and  Daniel, 
both  deceased ;  Harmon  Hay,  married  Miss 
Missouri  Ringler,  and  resides  near  New  Ha- 
ven, Pa.,  on  a  farm ;  Lavinia  Jane,  widow  of 
John  Graham;  Simon  P.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  and  John  H.,  a  resident  of  Kansas, 
where  he  married.  Daniel  Hay's  second 
marriage  was  to  Miss  Margaret  Stairs,  and 
four  children  were  born  to  that  union :  Wil- 
liam G.  Hay,  single,  and  a  resident  of  Mill- 
vale,  N.  J. :  Adeline,  widow  of  James  Reed ; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Nicholas  Simmons,  of 
Connellsville,  Pa.,  and  Harvey  G.  Hay,  mar- 
ried, and  a  resident  of  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty. Pa. 

53 


Simon  P.  Hay  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Westmoreland  count\-. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself  as  a  teamster,  which 
occupation  he  pursued  for  fifteen  years, 
farming  some  in  the  meantime.  In  1872  Mr. 
Hay  came  to  New  Haven,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  five  years  and  has  since 
been  engaged  in  teaming  and  farming.  ;\Ir. 
Hay  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  re- 
sides in  1880,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
farming  in  connection  with  other  kinds  ot 
business.  He  was  married  June  22,  1873,  to 
Miss  Sophia,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah 
Ringler,  of  Donegal,  W^estmoreland  county. 
Pa.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  their 
union:  Walter,  born  July  2,  1880,  and  who 
resides  with  his  parents ;  Laura  Belle,  born 
June  28,  1884;  Lotta  Pearl,  born  January 
18,  1886,  and  one  child  which  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Play  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
Council  No.  346,  Connellsville.  Mr.  Hay 
started  in  life  without  any  means,  and  to  his 
energy,  industry  and  perseverance  is  due  the 
credit  for  the  success  he  has  made  in  life. 
He  has  always  been  found  honest  and  fair  in 
his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men,  and  com- 
mands both  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  con- 
tact. Mr.  Hay  is  reaping  the  reward  of  a 
life  of  usefrlness.  He  is  numbered  among 
Fayette  county's  best  and  most  substantial 
citizens.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
of  German  descent. 

TiTO-MAS  R.  JonE,  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  Dunbar,  Pa.,  was  born  January 
28,  1837,  in  North  L'nion  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel 
and  Jane  (McCulloch')  Jobe.  Daniel  Jobe 
was  a  native  of  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  born  in 
1801,  and  died  in   1889,  and    Jane    (McCuI- 
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loch)  Jobe  -was  born  in  iSoo,  and  died  in 
1879.  The  paternal  grandparents  were 
Samuel  and  Eleanor  (Low)  Jobe,  who  had 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  two 
sons  and  one  daughter  went  west,  and 
Daniel  and  two  sisters,  Catherine  and 
Nancy,  remained  in  Fayette  county.  Daniel 
Jobe  aided  in  building  the  National  Road 
across  the  mountains,  and  he  and  his  wife, 
who  was  a  native  of  Fayette  county,  were 
l)oth  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyter- 
ian church.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
Daniel  and  Jane  Jobe :  Samuel,  who  moved 
west  when  a  young  man ;  James,  a  resident 
of  Uniontown,  was  a  member  of  the  Sixth 
Regiment,  West  ^'"irginia  Cavalry,  to  which 
he  was  transferred  from  the  Third  West 
Virginia  Infantry,  entering  the  service  in 
1861  and  remaining  until  1866;  Elizabeth, 
deceased,  married  William  Foster,  and  re- 
sided in  Franklin  township,  Fayette  county, 
until  her  death ;  Nancy,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  David  Stewart,  and  resided  in  Lu- 
zerne township ;  Jane,  wife  of  Benjamin 
Mackey,  of  North  Union  township;  Eleanor, 
single,  and  resides  in  Uniontown ;  Thomas 
R.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Daniel,  a  resi- 
dent of  Uniontown,  served  in  Company  H, 
First  A'irginia  Cavalry,  until  the  close  of 
hostilities,  and  William,  who  died  when 
eleven  years  of  age.  Thomas  R.  Jobe  at- 
tended the  conmion  schools  of  the  county, 
and  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  followed 
until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
Si.xtccnth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  He  took 
])art  in  many  of  the  hard  fought  battles 
of  the  war.  The  following  are  some  of 
the  engagements  in  which  he  participated: 
Kellcy's  Ford,  Culpeper  Court  House, 
Ccntreville,  Uppervillc,  and  the  three  days' 
fight  at  Getty.sburg,  in  which  his  company 
contained    fifteen    men    and    lost    three    in 


that  engagement.  He  was  in  the  battle 
of  Shepherdstown,  Va.,  where  he  experi- 
enced some  of  the  hardest  fighting  dur- 
ing his  military  service,  which  engagement 
took  place  July  16,  1863,  soon  after  which 
Mr.  Jobe  was  transferred  to  a  team  which 
he  drove  until  the  close  of  the  war.  J\lr. 
Jobe  had  charge  of  hospital  supplies  and  was 
between  the  firing  lines  at  the  battle  of  Mine 
Run,  Va.  He  served  until  June  15,  1865, 
when  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  at 
Lynchburg,  Va.  .At  the  close  of  his  mili- 
tary service  he  located  at  Mt.  Braddock, 
where  he  was  engaged  at  the  blacksmith 
trade  until  1871,  when  he  came  to  Dunbar 
township,  where  he  worked  for  William  Bee- 
son  at  mechanical  work  for  twenty-one 
years.  In  1892  he  moved  to  Dunbar,  Pa., 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  car- 
penter trade  and  is  an  expert  in  his  trade, 
doing  only  the  finest  class  of  work.  Mr. 
Jobe  was  married  July  2,  1861,  to  Miss 
Nancy  Wood,  of  Fayette  county.  Six  chil- 
dren bless  that  union :  James  W.,  a  resident 
of  Laiiontown;  Daniel,  born  March  22,  1866; 
Sarah  Jane,  born  October  2,  1867;  John, 
born  February  2,  1870,  a  resident  of  Dun- 
bar; Luther,  born  January  19,  1873,  a  res- 
ident of  Dunbar,  and  Rachel,  born  Decem- 
ber 8,  1878.  Mr.  Jobe  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  has  been  a 
hard  working,  industrious  citizen  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  com- 
munity in  which  he  resides.  He  has  been  a 
hard  working  man  all  his  life  and  has  raised 
a  large  and  industrious  family.  He  is  a  good 
citizen  and  was  a  brave  soldier.  His  ances- 
tors were  among  the  pioneers  of  the  county. 
His  grandfather,  Samuel  Jobe,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  where  he  served 
for  seven  years,  and  was  killed  while  in  ser- 
vice in  the  war  of  1812. 


AND   niSTORICAL  REFERENCE   BOOK  OF  FAYETTE   COVNTT. 


983 


James  Bradley  Seaton,  who  in  early  life 
learned  the  trade  of  tailoring,  and  has  been 
for  man}'  years  a  citizen  of  Dunbar,  Pa.,  was 
born  in  January,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  the 
late  Matthew  and  Sarah  (Bradley)  Seaton. 
Matthew  Seaton  was  of  Irish  ancestry,  and 
was  born  in  Cumberland  county,  Pa.  His 
wife  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  both 
were  born  in  the  year  1804.  He  was  an  un- 
dertaker by  trade  and  had  nine  children,  of 
which  number  James  Bradley  Seaton  was 
the  fourth.  James  Bradley  Seaton  was  born 
and  reared  in  Connellsville  and  learned  his 
trade  with  Wilson  &  McElvain.  He  also 
learned  the  baking  and  cooper  trades  and 
was  for  a  long  time  engaged  in  farming.  In 
June,  1857,  he  came  to  Dunbar  and  married 
Miss  Mary  Burton,  a  daughter  of  James 
Burton,  and  of  English  and  Irish  descent. 
She  died  April  15,  1891,  and  left  one  son, 
Matthew  B.  Seaton,  who  was  born  July  23, 
1862.  ]\Iatthew  B.  Seaton  is  by  trade  an  en- 
gineer. Pie  married  JNIiss  Fannie  ilayfield, 
daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Mayfield.  She 
is  of  English  ancestry,  and  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, where  she  was  reared.  Matthew  B. 
and  Fannie  ^layfield  Seaton  have  four  sons 
and  three  daughters :  J\Iary  Seaton,  James 
Seaton,  Chalmer  King  Seaton,  Matthew  Sea- 
ton, Sarah  Seaton,  Harr}'  Seaton  and  Olive 
Seaton.  In  politics  James  B.  Seaton  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  rendered  valuable  service 
to  the  community  during  his  term  of  office 
as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Dunbar 
township.  IMr.  Seaton  has  resided  on  what 
is  known  as  Seaton"s  Hill,  in  Dunbar,  where 
he  owns  two  houses  and  lots.  He  has  all  his 
life  been  an  energetic,  honest  and  industri- 
ous citizen,  enjoying  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact. 


Daxiel  Kellar  Cameron,  notary  pubHc 
and  tax  collector  for  Dunbar,  Pa.,  and  one 
of  Dunbar's  best  known  and  substantial  citi- 
zens, was  born  July  24,  1836,  in  North  Union 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
is  a  son  of  Hugh  and  Jane  White  Cameron, 
and  a  grandson  of  Alexander  Cameron,  who 
emigrated  from  Scotland  to  near  Berryville, 
fiercer  (now  Clarkej  county,  \'a.,  shortly  af- 
ter the  Revolutionary  war.  Alexander  Cam- 
eron had  four  children :  Hugh,  Moses,  James 
and  Mary.  Hugh  Cameron  was  born  in 
Martinsburg,  Va.,  in  1792,  was  a  farmer  and 
shoemaker  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812,  taking  part  in  the  battle  at  Bal- 
timore, being  at  Fort  McHenry  when  it  was 
attacked  by  the  British.  He  took  part  in  a 
number  of  other  engagements.  His  wife  was 
Jane  White  and  there  were  born  unto  them 
fourteen  children :  George  W.,  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war;  Alexander  B.;  Sophia,  widow 
of  George  Devan ;  William  L.,  deceased; 
Hugh,  second  lieutenant  in  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-second  Pennsylvania  Infan- 
try ;  James ;  Albert  S. ;  Daniel  K.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Charles,  deceased; 
Nancy  A.,  wife  of  John  H.  Martin,  who  has 
served  as  county  superintendent  of  schools 
for  Johnson  county,  Ind. ;  Mary,  wife  of 
JJartin  B.  Pope ;  Eliza,  wife  of  Miller  Dun- 
avvay;  JMargaret  A.,  wife  of  T.  J.  Dobson, 
and  Phoebe.  j\Irs.  Hugh  Cameron's  father, 
George  White,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  who 
emigrated  to  Connellsville.  He  enlisted  in 
the  American  army  in  the  war  of  1812  and 
died  during  the  war.  He  left  four  children : 
Phoebe  Jane,  Margaret  J.,  George  and 
j\Iar)-.  Daniel  K.  Cameron,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  attended  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  county,  and  at  eighteen  years  of 
age   left   school  to   work   at  the   shoemaker 
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trade  which  he  and  all  his  brothers  learned 
with  their  father.  He  pursued' his  trade  until 
about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  when  he  en- 
listed in  Company  H,  First  West  Virginia 
Cavalry,  June  i6,  1861,  and  served  until  June 
23,  1862,  when  he  was  discharged  from  the 
United  States  service  on  a  certificate  of  dis- 
abiUty.  He  then  went  to  Grafton,  W.  Va. 
On  July  2,  1862,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ro- 
berta W.  Sampson,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Emily  Sampson,  of  Grafton,  and  their  chil- 
dren are :  Alary  B.  Cameron,  wife  of  D.  C. 
Foltz,  the  latter  a  prominent  citizen  of  Dun- 
bar, and  largely  interested  in  real  estate,  and 
proprietor  of  the  Central  hotel  of  Dunbar; 
Belle  Cameron,  Henry  N.  Cameron,  single; 
Emily  J.,  wife  of  John  Rodibaugh ;  Jessie  E., 
wife  of  Harry  Walls,  the  latter  a  locomotive 
engineer,  and  a  resident  of  Dunbar,  Pa.,  and 
Albert  T.  Cameron.  Daniel  K.  Cameron 
followed  shoemaking  until  the  failure  of  his 
health.  He  worked  as  a  fireman  for  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  for 
three  years.  He  moved  to  Dunbar  and  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  when  the  bor- 
ough was  organized.  His  commission  was 
for  five  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time 
he  served  one  year  by  appointment  of  the 
governor,  and  in  1893  was  re-elected  for  a 
term  of  five  years.  His  last  commission  ex- 
pired Alay,  1898.  He  was  twice  elected  on 
the  Republican  ticket  burgess  of  Dunbar. 
At  present  he  is  notary  public  and  tax  col- 
lector and  assistant  in  the  office  of  D.  C. 
Foltz.  Mr.  Cameron  came  to  Dunbar  prior 
to  its  organization  as  a  borough,  and  has 
been  one  of  her  leading  and  most  active  citi- 
zens. Mr.  Cameron  cast  his  first  presiden- 
tial vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  cast 
his  vote  for  every  Republican  nominee  since. 
Mr.  Cameron  is  a  staunch  believer  in  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  ]:>arty,  but  in  lo- 


cal politics  he  casts  his  vote  for  those  whom 
he  considers  best  qualified  to  fill  the  office. 
He  joined  the  Methodist  Protestant  church 
in  December,  1851,  and  is  at  present  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Dunbar  Methodist  Protestant 
church.  He  has  served  as  a  class  leader, 
trustee,  steward  and  Sabbath-school  super- 
intendent, and  has  been  a  Sunday-school 
teacher  since  he  was  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  chorister  in  the  choir,  and  has  served 
his  church  on  a  number  of  occasions  as  dele- 
gate to  the  annual  conference,  and  has  al- 
ways taken  an  active  interest  in  church  af- 
fairs. Mr.  Cameron  is  a  member  of  Duncan 
Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  No.  165, 
Department  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Dunbar, 
which  was  organized  in  1880,  and  has  served 
continuously  for  seven  years  as  chaplain,  and 
has  filled  other  offices  in  the  Post.  He  has 
attended  several  of  the  G.  A.  R.  encami> 
ments.  Mr.  Cameron  was  elected  First 
Worthy  W.  C.  T.  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Good  Templars  of  the  district  composed 
of  Fayette  county.  Mr.  Cameron  has  been 
all  his  life  an  exemplary  citizen,  command- 
ing both  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  .he  is  brought  in  contact.  He  is 
a  man  of  great  personality,  high  sense  of 
honor,  and  contributes  liberally  of  his  time 
and  means  to  whatever  he  conceives  to  be 
a  worthy  cause.  He  is  a  staunch  friend  to 
the  cause  of  education  and  morality  in  the 
conmumity  in  which  he  resides. 

Robert  Artis,  a  successful  farmer  and 
well-known  citizen  of  Dunbar  township,  was 
born  February  25,  1836,  on  the  farm  where 
he  now  resides.  He  is  a  son  of  John  C.  and 
Susan  (Christie)  Artis.  John  C.  Artis  was  a 
native  of  Fayette  county  and  died  in  186S 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  He  devoted 
his  life   to    farming.     He   resided   for   many 
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years  on  the  farm  where  tlie  subject  of  this 
sketch  resides,  and  his  farm  contained  one 
hundred  acres.  He  resided  all  liis  life  in 
Dunbar  township  near  Dunbar,  and  his  wife 
died  in  December,  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  Xine  children  were  born  to  John 
and  Susan  Artis :  Andrew,  a  resident  of 
Beaver  county,  where  he  resides  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  married  a  }>Iiss  Mason, 
of  Fayette  county.  Pa. ;  John  (deceased),  was 
a  farmer  and  resided  in  A'irginia,  where  he 
married  a  ]\Iiss  Hamilton;  Christie  (de- 
ceased), was  married  to  a  Miss  McDowell, 
served  as  treasurer  of  Fayette  county,  and 
was  a  farmer,  and  his  descendants  reside  in 
Dunbar;  Lewis  (deceased),  was  married  to  a 
INIiss  Headen,  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  was  a 
Tarmer  and  died  in  Iowa :  Joseph,  a  resident 
of  Iowa,  married  a  I\Iiss  Romesberg,  of  Fay- 
ette county,  Pa.,  and  is  engaged  in  farming; 
Jacob  (deceased),  moved  to  Iowa,  where  he 
resided  and  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith,  was 
twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  a  Miss 
Porter;  Geo.  Washington  (deceased),  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Brown,  of  Virginia,  and  was  a 
locomotive  engineer;  Robert,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch ;  Sarah  was  twice  married,  first  to 
Sylvester  Pierce,  and  the  second  time  to  Joel 
Bodkin,  also  deceased,  and  she  resides  with 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  George  Wash- 
ington Artis  was  lieutenant  of  a  company  in 
a  Mrginia  regiment  in  the  Union  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  and  since  killed  by  the  ex- 
plosion of  an  engine.  The  maternal  grand- 
l^arcnts  were  John  and  Xancy  Christie,  of 
Fayette  county.  Pa.,  the  former  having 
served  in  the  Indian  war  and  died  at  Hang- 
ing Rock  O.  The  paternal  grandfather  was 
John  Artis,  who  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania 
from  Virginia  at  an  early  date  and  settled  in 
Fayette  county,  Pa.  He  was  killed  near 
Dunbar  by  the  falling  of  a  tree.    Robert  Ar- 


tis attended  the  common  schools  of  Fayette 
county.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  has 
devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  hfe  to  farming 
on  the  old  homestead.  He  owns  the  farm  of 
one  hundred  acres,  purchased  by  his  father. 
^Ir.  Artis  was  never  married  and  remained 
with  his  parents  during  their  lifetime.  Mr. 
Artis,  as  were  his  ancestors,  is  a  staunch 
Democrat.  He  has  resided  in  Dunbar  town- 
ship all  his  life  and  well  remembers  when  the 
present  site  of  Dunbar  was  a  thicket  of  lau- 
rel and  a  perfect  wilderness.  He  aided  in 
making  the  first  coke  shipped  from  the  Con- 
nellsville  region  and  has  witnessed  the  de- 
velopment of  the  industry  from  its  beginning 
to  its  present  proportions.  He  has  seen  Fay- 
ette county  changed  from  a  sparselv  settled 
community  to  a  center  of  industry,  popula- 
tion and  wealth.  He  worked  at  the  Dunbar 
furnace,  removing  cinders,  when  its  output 
v/as  only  two  and  a  half  tons  in  twenty-four 
hours.  It  has  grown  to  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  important  industries  in  this  section 
of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  daily  output  of  hun- 
dreds of  tons.  The  first  stack  was  built  at 
a  cost  of  fifty  dollars  by  Mr.  Frazier.  The 
Artis  family  were  among  the  pioneers  of 
Fayette  county.  ]\Ir.  Artis  is  a  good  and  re- 
liable citizen  and  a  member  of  one  of  Fay- 
ette county's  best  families. 

Harry  J.  Bell,  physician  and  surgeon,  of 
Dawson,  was  born  at  Arendtsville,  Adams 
county,  Pennsylvania,  ^larch  11,  1868.  He 
is  a  son  of  William  and  ]Molly  (Lower)  Bell. 
William  Bell  was  born  at  Arendtsville, 
Adams  county,  January-  9,  1S42,  and  was  a 
son  of  \A^illiam  and  Mary  (Sandow)  Bell.  He 
was  a  direct  descendant  of  Robert  Bell,  who 
came  to  this  country  in  1765  from  County 
Down,  X^orth  of  Ireland,  and  who  served  as 
clerk  to  General   Knox  during  the  Revolu- 


986 


NELSON'S  BIOGRAPHICAL  DICTIONARY 


tionary  war  from  1777  to  the  close  of  the 
war,  after  which  he  settled  in  Adams  county 
(then  York  county),  Pa.,  where  he  hved  until 
his  death  in  1851,  aged  ninety-three  years. 
Wm.  Bell  received  a  common  school  educa- 
tion, and  became  a  farmer  in  Adams  county. 
He  enhsted  in  Company  K,  One  Hundred 
and  First  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Novem- 
ber 5,  1861,  for  three  years;  was  promoted  to 
corporal,  sergeant,  sergeant-major  and  to 
lieutenant  before  his  discharge  in  1865.  He 
was  captured  at  Plymouth,  N.  C,  in  April, 
1864,  along  with  the  balance  of  his  regiment. 
He  served  three  years ;  was  in  Andersonville 
prison  for  ten  months ;  was  discharged  for 
disability,  and  was  in  poor  health  until  his 
death  in  1876.  To  William  and  Molly  (Low- 
er) Bell  there  were  born  three  children: 
Harry  J.,  physician  at  Dawson ;  Emma 
Grace,  a  graduate  of  the  Allentown,  Pa.,  Fe- 
male college,  class  of  1888,  resides  with  her 
mother  at  McKnightstown,  Pa.,  and  Geo.  W., 
a  clerk  in  New  York  city. 

Dr.  Bell  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Adams  county,  attended  a 
select  school  for  two  years,  and  was  one  year 
at  Muhlenberg  college,  Allentown,  Pa.  He 
began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  spring  of 
1888,  under  Dr.  B.  B.  Eklerdies,  of  Mc- 
Knightstown,  Adams  county,  and  graduated 
from  the  Medico-Chirurgical  college,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  May,  1892.  He  began 
practice  at  Juniataville,  Fayette  county.  Pa., 
the  same  month,  where  he  remained  until 
April  I,  1894.  Pie  then  located  at  Dawson, 
where  he  has  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  as- 
sociation, Pennsylvania  State  Medical  so- 
ciety, Fayette  County  Medical  society  and 
B.  and  O.  R.  R.  Surgical  association.  He  is 
a  member  of  James  Cochran  L,odge,  No.  614, 


F.  and  A.  M.;  Union  Chapter,  No.  165,  R. 
A.  M.,  and  Commandery,  No.  49,  K.  T.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Arcanum,  Order  of 
Iroquois,  Order  of  Americus  and  Dawson 
Council,  No.  75,  Junior  Order  United  Ameri- 
can Mechanics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  sur- 
gical staff  of  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  and  the  P.  & 
L.  E.  R.  R.  and  is  medical  examiner  of  all 
the  leading  life  insurance  companies.  On 
October  28,  1896,  Dr.  Bell  married  Miss 
Plelen  M.,  daughter  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Reed,  of 
Laurel  Hill,  Fayette  county.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  promi- 
nent in  social  circles  of  Dawson.  The  doc- 
tor is  an  active  Republican. 

Jesse  Fr.\nklin  CoGan,  physician  and  sur- 
geon, of  Dawson,  was  born  at  Yellow  Creek, 
Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania,  February  6, 
1865.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob  F.  and  Maria 
(Weaverling)  Cogan,  of  French-Irish  anl 
German  extraction,  respectively.  The  father 
is  a  teacher  by  occupation.  He  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  is  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  Dr. 
Cogan  received  a  thorough  common  school 
education,  and  found  employment  in  a  drug 
store  in  Allegheny  City,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1891  came  to  Dawson  and  worked  in  Porter's 
drug  store.  During  his  services  as  clerk  in 
the  drug  business,  he  had  studied  medicine 
and  attended  lectures  at  the  Baltimore  Medi- 
cal college,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  1892,  and  in  April  of  the  same  year 
opened  an  office  in  Dawson,  where  he  enjoys 
a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  Dr.  Cogan 
married,  September  12,  1892,  Miss  Anna  L., 
daughter  of  Jacob  Stricklcr,  of  Vanderbilt. 
They  have  one  child,  Jacob  Ernest,  born  July 
13,  1896. 
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John  H.  Wurtz,  cashier  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Dawson,  Pennsylvania,  has 
been  actively  connected  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  northern  Fayette  county  since  the 
early  seventies.  He  is  a  son  of  Christian  and 
Susan  (Hyatt)  Wurtz,  and  was  born  near 
Confluence,  Somerset  county,  Pa.,  October 
ID,  1852.  His  great-grandfather,  John  Wurtz, 
came  to  Westmoreland  county  from  eastern 
Pennsylvania  and  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers. He  was  born  in  1767,  and  died  in  1838. 
Of  the  family  he  reared  in  his  western  home, 
one  son,  John  Wurtz  (grandfather),  was  born 
in  1789,  and  died  in  1854.  He  was  a  substan- 
tial and  industrious  farmer  and  was  a  leading 
member,  as  was  his  father  before  him,  of  the 
Mennonite  church  near  Stonerville.  He  mar- 
ried Barbara,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Bar- 
bara (Shank)  Stoner.  She  was  born  in  1790, 
and  died  in  1845.  Upon  their  marriage  they 
settled  on  a  farm  in  East  Huntingdon  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  county,  on  which  they 
afterwards  continued  to  reside  and  from 
which  they  were  buried.  A  large  family  of 
children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  tiie  old- 
est, John,  died  in  infancy.  Most  of  the  others 
have  passed  away,  but  there  still  survive : 
Daniel  Wurtz,  who  lives  in  Dawson ;  David 
Wurtz,  who  lives  near  Mendon,  Pa. ;  Mattie 
Kell,  wife  of  John  Kell,  near  Broad  Ford, 
Pa.,  and  Mary,  wife  of  Wm.  S.  Hutchinson, 
at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.  Daniel  and  David  W'urtz 
and  John  Kell  were  veterans  of  the  Civil  war 
between  the  States.  Christian  Wurtz,  father 
of  John  H.  Wurtz,  was  born  August  23,  1823. 
In  1867  he  moved  to  Franklin  township,  in 
Fayette  county,  where  he  purchased  the  old 
"Rankin"  farm,  at  one  time  a  prominent 
drovers'  tavern  stand,  and  there  followed  the 
business  of  farming  and  stock  raising  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1888.  In  185 1 
Christian  Wurtz  married  Susan  Hvatt  and  to 


their  union  were  born  two  sons,  John  H. 
Wurtz  and  Andrew  Jackson,  and  one  daugh- 
ter, Anabelle,  who  died  in  childhood.  An- 
drew J.  Wurtz  now  resides  at  Abilene,  Kan., 
where  he  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
raising.  Mrs.  Susan  Wurtz  was  born  in  1832, 
and  now  resides  at  Dawson.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Woodmanc}) 
Hyatt,  and  was  born  and  reared  in  the  Tur- 
key-Foot or  Jersey  settlement  in  Somerset 
county,  Pa.  The  grandparents  of  both  her 
father  and  mother  were  pioneer  setttlers  in 
Somerset  county,  coming  there  from  New 
Jersey  shortly  after  Braddock's  unfortunate 
expedition  to  Fort  Duquesne.  It  is  a  tradi- 
tion in  the  family  that  Andrew  Friend,  who 
afterwards  settled  in  the  Turkey  Foot  neigh- 
borhood and  became  connected  with  the  fam- 
ily by  marriage,  accompanied  Braddock  on 
this  expedition  and  assisted  in  caring  for  him 
after  he  received  his  fatal  wound.  The  Jer- 
sey Baptist  church,  which  was  organized  in 
1775  in  the  Jersey  settlement,  has  recently 
celebrated  its  one  hundred  and  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  in  the  building  which  has  long 
superseded  the  log  structure  of  early  days, 
that  was  more  than  once  used  as  a  fort  as 
well  as  a  church  in  the  struggles  of  the  early 
pioneers  with  the  Indians  for  the  possession 
of  the  country.  Andrew  Plyatt,  who  died  in 
1870,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  was 
a  fine  specimen  of  physical  manhood.  Even 
in  his  old  age  he  was  as  straight  as  an  arrow, 
and  his  sight  as  unerring  as  when  fifty  years 
earlier  he  hunted  wild  turkey,  deer  and  other 
game  over  the  mountains  of  Laurel  ridge  and 
Negro  mountain.  John  H.  Wurtz  was 
lirought  up  on  a  farm  by  his  parents,  and 
after  attending  the  winter  term  of  the  public 
schools  for  ten  years,  engaged  in  teaching 
in  the  public  schools  for  three  terms.  He 
took  the  course  of  bookkeeping  at  Iron  City 


088 


KE [.SON'S  BIOGRAPHICAL  DICTIONARY 


college,  Pittsburg,  and  in  1872  engaged  as 
bookkeeper  with  the  firm  of  Brown  &  Coch- 
ran, at  the  Jimtown  coke  works,  near  Daw- 
son, at  which  place  he  remained,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year  spent  in  Kansas,  until  the 
business  was  sold  in  1879,  to  Colonel  J.  M. 
Schoonniaker.  He  was  retained  by  Colonel 
Schoonmaker  in  the  same  position  until  1888, 
when  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
general  manager  of  the  stores  of  Redstone, 
Alice,  Jimtown  and  Youngstown,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  until  the  absorption  of  the 
Schoonmaker  property  by  the  H.  C.  Frick 
Coke  Company.  After  being  employed 
about  two  years  in  the  purchasing  de- 
partment of  the  latter  company,  he  became 
connected  with  the  James  Cochran  coal  and 
coke  interests  at  Dawson,  and  in  1892  was 
appointed  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Dawson,  Pa.,  which  position  he  still  holds. 
He  is  also  a  stockholder  and  officer  in  the 
Washington  Coal  and  Coke  Company, 
Washington  Run  Railroad  Company,  Coch- 
ran Coal  and  Coke  Company,  Star  Supply 
Company  (Limited),  and  Dawson  Electric 
Light  and  Power  Company,  and  is  also  con- 
nected with  various  other  business  interests 
in  and  about  Dawson.  On  Novcmlser  21, 
1877,  at  the  Catholic  church  in  Connellsville 
he  was  married  to  Ellen  Ouinn,  a  native  of 
County  Roscommon,  Ireland,  whose  father, 
James  Ouinn,  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1863,  and  died  from  injuries  received  at  Alice 
mines  in  1886.  Mrs.  Wurtz's  mother  is  still 
living  at  Dawson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wurtz  have 
five  children:  Andrew  Jackson,  Auabelle.  El- 
len, Certha  Elizabeth  and  John  Taylor.  Tn 
politics  Mr.  Wurtz  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
always  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  policy 
of  that  party.  Lie  has  several  times  held  lo- 
cal offices  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
local  afifairs  of  the  community  in  which  he 


lives.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arca- 
num and  of  the  Loyal  Additional  Benefit  As- 
sociation. Since  1891  the  family  have  resided 
in  Dawson  borough,  at  their  residence  on 
Railroad  street.  Mr.  Wurtz  still  retains  the 
ownership  of  his  father's  farm  in  Franklin 
township,  and  also  owns  a  large  acreage  of 
farming  land  near  Abilene,  Kan.,  in  what  is 
known  as  the  winter  wheat  belt  of  that  State. 
Such  measure  of  success  as  has  been  attained 
by  him  in  life  is  due  to  close  application  to 
business,  and  unquestionable  integrity  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  of  the  various  posi- 
tions he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill.  Of  re- 
tiring disposition  and  studious  habits  he  is 
best  known  and  appreciated  by  those  who 
have  been  most  closely  associated  with  him 
in  business  affairs. 

JosUPH  R.  Laugiirey,  of  Dawson,  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  general  manager 
for  Brown  &  Cochran,  coal  and  coke  opera- 
tors, was  born  in  Lower  Tyrone  township, 
May  28,  1845.  He  is  a  son  of  Robert  and 
Sarah  (Walker)  Laughrey.  He  received  a 
meagre  education  in  the  then  poor  public 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  worked  on 
the  home  farm  until  seventeen  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  work  in  the  mines  for  the 
old  firm  of  Brown  &  Cochran.  Afterwards 
lie  took  a  course  at  the  Iron  City  Business 
college  of  Pittsburg,  and  was  given  the  posi- 
tion of  shipping  clerk  at  the  Jimtown  and 
Sterling  works  of  Brown  &  Cochran,  which 
he  held  until  1875,  when  he  was  made  super- 
intendent of  1.)oth  these  large  works,  a  posi- 
tion he  held  until  1885.  In  that  year  he  was 
made  general  manager  for  the  new  firm  of 
Tirown  &  Cochran,  a  position  he  still  holds. 
Mr.  Laughrey  is  a  fair  example  of  what  pluck 
and  perseverance  can  do.  He  is  to-day  one 
of  I'ayefte  county's  most  successful  and  best 
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known  business  men.  He  is  one  of  the  pro- 
moters and  organizers  and  a  director  and 
stockholder  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Dawson,  and  has  been  vice-president  since 
the  organization.  He  is  a  charter  member, 
stockholder  and  director,  treasurer  and  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Wash- 
ington Coal  and  Coke  Compan}',  and  a  stock- 
holder, director  and  one  of  the  organizers 
and  vice-president  and  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  construction  of  the  Washington 
Run  Railroad  Company.  He  is  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee,  director  and  stock- 
holder in  the  Star  Supply  Company,  of  Star 
Junction,  and  in  the  Dawson  Supply  Com- 
pany, of  Dawson,  and  stockholder  in  the 
Cochran  Coal  and  Coke  Company.  He  has 
served  several  terms  in  the  Dawson  borough 
council  and  was  for  three  terms  (nine  years) 
president  of  that  body.  He  has  served  a 
number  of  terms  as  school  director,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Bloomington  Lodge,  No.  728, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  Royal  Ad- 
ditional, Order  of  Iroquois  and  Order  of 
Americus.  J\lr.  Laughrey  married.  May  16, 
1872,  Miss  Annie  E.,  daughter  of  Jacob  D. 
Overholt,  of  Tyrone  township,  and  they  had 
four  children:  James  S.,  born  April  5,  1873, 
is  shipping  clerk  for  Brown  &  Cochran ;  Cora 
B.,  Emma  E.,  and  Joseph  R.,  Jr.  Mrs. 
Laughrey  died  May  28,  1888,  and  he  married 
for  a  second  wife,  September  28,  1889,  Miss 
^laggie,  daughter  of  John  Porter,  of  Perry- 
opolis.  One  daughter  has  been  born  to  this 
union,  Olive,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  fam- 
ily attend  the  Baptist  church. 

William  Harrison  Rush,  the  genial  pro- 
prietor of  the  Rush  house,  Dawson,  Penn- 
sylvania, was  born  at  Farmington,  Wharton 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  Feb- 
ruary   16,    1838.      He    attended    the    public 


schools  until  nine  years  of  age,  when  his 
father  died  and  he  had  to  earn  his  own  living. 
He  worked  as  a  hand  on  the  home  farm  un- 
til 1856.  He  was  employed  on  the  National 
Road  until  1857,  when  he  became  proprietor 
of  the  hotel  known  as  the  Moxley  stand,  near 
L'niontown.  He  then  worked  the  home  farm 
for  a  time  and  in  1863  enlisted  in  company  K, 
Sixth  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  and 
served  to  the  close  of  the  war.  After  the  war 
he  returned  to  Uniontown  and  worked  in  a 
livery  stable ;  then  on  a  farm  at  Washington 
Springs  three  years,  next  on  a  farm  at  Union- 
town  ;  then  run  a  boarding  house  at  Scottdale 
three  years,  and  then  conducted  a  hotel  at 
Broad  Ford.  In  1877  he  came  to  Dawson, 
where  he  opened  the  Rush  house  and  built  the 
present  fine  hostelry  in  1890.  He  served  as  a 
councilman  in  Dawson,  was  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  and  a  Democrat.  He  married  in 
1858,  Anna  E.,  daughter  of  Reason  Frost, 
and  had  four  children :  Ida  M.,  wife  of  Clark 
Newcomer,  L'niontown ;  Maggie,  widow  of 
Louis  JMcDonald ;  Charles  W.,  an  attorney  at 
Llniontown,  and  Henry  C,  a  carpenter  of 
Dawson,  Pa.  Mr.  Rush  died  March  21,  1900, 
and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Oak  Grove 
cemetery  at  LTniontown. 

George  Cramer  McGill. — Charles  Mc- 
Gill  was  born  in  Ireland  about  1755.  While 
yet  a  boy  he  came  with  two  brothers  to 
America  and  settled  in  Virginia.  He  was 
married  when  very  young  and  removed  to 
JNIonongalia  county,  W.  \^a.,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  on  Cheat  river  about  one  mile 
above  the  famous  Ellicott's  iron  works.  He 
built  a  small  distillery,  such  as  was  in  use 
at  that  time  and  followed  farming  and  dis- 
tilling for  a  living.  He  had  nine  children, 
seven  boys  and  two  girls.  The  fourth  son 
was  Adam  ilcGill,  who  was  born  on  the  farm 
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above  mentioned,  in  the  year  1783.  He  grew 
to  manhood  at  his  native  place,  worl^ed  for  a 
time  in  the  iron  works,  near  his  home,  and 
later  operated  a  ferry  over  Cheat  river.  He 
married  Lourany  Jenkins  in  1804,  and  to 
them  were  born  the  following  children:  Ma- 
ria, Charity,  Margaret,  William,  Hannah, 
Adam  J.,  Thomas,  Elizabeth,  Enoch  J.,  Lou- 
rany, Charles  and  Catherine.  He  was 
drowned  while  pursuing  his  calling  in  1830. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  McGill 
and  her  children  moved  to  Fayette  county, 
Pa.,  in  1832,  and  located  at  Hickman  run,  in 
Tyrone  township.  The  boys  became  famous 
boat  builders  and,  river  men.  Mrs.  McGill 
died  May  7,  1842.  Enoch  Jenkins  McGill, 
the  ninth  child  of  Adam  and  Lourany  McGill, 
was  born  in  Monongalia  county,  W.  Va.,  Jan- 
uary 28,  1822,  received  the  limited  common 
school  education  of  that  day,  and  was  ten 
years  of  age  when  his  widowed  mother 
moved  with  her  family  into  Fayette  county. 
He  with  his  other  brothers  became  well- 
known  boat  builders  and  river  men,  and  later 
pursued  coal  mining.  He  married,  Septem- 
ber II,  1845,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Uriah 
and  Hannah  Strickler,  and  to  them  were  born 
ten  children :  Minerva  W.,  born  August  23, 
1846,  wife  of  William  Fairchild,  of  Dawson; 
George  C.  (subject) ;  Miriam  H.,  born  Janu- 
ary 2,  1850,  deceased ;  Emma  L.,  born  Au- 
gust 26,  1852,  wife  of  Louis  C.  Watt,  of 
Brownfield ;  Catharine  A.,  born  August  20, 
1854,  wife  of  John  A'ictor,  of  Fairchance ; 
William  S.,  born  October  23,  1856,  deceased; 
Mary  F.,  born  September  29,  1859,  deceased ; 
Charles  I'.,  born  March  25,  1862,  and  resides 
in  Greensburg,  Pa. ;  Elizabeth  D.,  born  April 
15,  1865,  deceased,  and  Sarah  J.,  born  Octo- 
ber 31,  1867.  He  was  a  hard  working,  honest 
man,  and  died  after  a  long  illness,  January 


18,    1869.     Mrs.   McGill  died  November   13, 
1894. 

George  Cramer  McGill,  leading  merchant 
of  Dawson,  is  the  second  child  of  Enoch  J. 
and  Elizabeth  McGill.  He  was  born  in  Low- 
er Tyrone  township,  March  11,  1848,  and  at- 
tended the  public  schools  until  fifteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  work  in  the  coal 
mines,  and  when  twenty-four  years  of  age 
entered  the  store  of  W.  H.  Brown  at  Sterling 
mines  as  clerk,  working  in  this  position  for 
Mr.  Brown  and  his  successor.  Colonel  J.  M. 
Schoonmaker,  for  eight  years,  when  he  was 
made  manager  of  Mr.  Schoonmaker's  store 
at  Alice  mines,  Mt.  Pleasant,  a  position  he 
held  until  October,  1S87.  He  then  resigned 
and  began  business  for  himself  in  Dawson, 
and  is  to-day  one  of  her  leading  business 
men.  Mr.  AIcGill  married  in  1876  Miss 
Amanda  E.,  daughter  of  John  C.  Morrow, 
of  Scottdale,  Pa.,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
five  children :  A.  Gertrude,  clerk  in  her 
father's  store ;  Frank  O.,  died  at  six  years  of 
age;  John  M.,  attending  school;  Florence, 
died  at  four  years  of  age,  and  George  C,  Jr., 
died  when  two  years  old.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  AL  E.  church.  The  grand- 
father of  Itlizabeth  Strickler.  mother  of 
George  C.  McGill,  was  Abraham  Strickler, 
who  was  born  in  York  county.  Pa.,  about 
1764,  came  to  Fayette  county  and  located  in 
Upper  Tyrone  township  about  1785,  where 
he  died  May  13,  1855.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Wallace,  in  1792,  who  bore  him  three  chil- 
dren :  i\f  ary,  born  in  1793  ;  John,  born  in  1796, 
and  L^riah,  born  in  1799.  Uriah  Strickler, 
father  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  McGill,  who  was 
born  in  L^pper  Tyrone  township  in  1799,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Reagan  in  i8t8,  and  had  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Abraham,  of  Iowa,  where 
he  died  in  1899;  Mary,  Balaam,  Miriam,  de- 
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ceased ;  Tilghman,  in  Iowa,  and  Elizabeth, 
Weldon  R.,  William  S.,  Uriah,  Solomon  and 
Hannah  ]\I.,  all  deceased.  Uriah  Strickler 
was  drowned  in  1839.  Representatives  of 
both  the  McGill  and  Strickler  families  were 
soldiers  in  the  war  of  1812.  Adam  J.  McGill 
and  his  brother-in-law,  William  Jenkins,  were 
with  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans,  where 
the  latter  was  killed.  Zachariah  Reagan, 
father  of  ]\Irs.  Hannah  Strickler,  and  her 
two  brothers.  Reason  and  James,  served  on 
the  northern  frontier  along  the  lakes. 

Joiix  Strickler  Newmyer. — The  Xew- 
myer  family  of  Western  Pennsylvania  had  its 
founder  in  the  person  of  Peter  Newmyer, 
who  came  from  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and 
settled  in  Bullskin  township  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  He  purchased  a  farm  and 
continued  in  agricultural  pursuits  throughout 
his  life.  His  children  were :  Jacob,  David, 
Samuel,  Jonathan,  Elizabeth,  Rachel,  Ann, 
and  Hester.  Jacob  Newmyer,  eldest  son  of 
Peter,  was  born  in  Bullskin  township  in  1784. 
He  also  followed  farming  all  his  life.  He 
married  Ann  Shallenberger,  who  bore  him 
eight  children :  David,  residing  in  Illinois ; 
Peter,  deceased ;  Jacob,  Joseph,  deceased ; 
Jonathan,  deceased  ;  Susan,  deceased  ;  Lucin- 
da,  deceased,  and  Clarissa,  wife  of  George 
McCormick,  of  Connellsville.  Mr.  Newmyer 
was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Disciple 
church  and  he  died  in  1864.  Of  the  latter's 
children,  Jacob  Newmyer,  a  prominent 
farmer  in  Lower  Tyrone  township,  is  the 
third.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  he  now 
owns  April  29,  1817;  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  township, 
and  has  spent  his  life  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil. 
He  is  a  well-preserved  old  gentleman,  broad- 
minded  and  liberal,  being  a  member  of  the 
Disciple    church,    and    a    Republican.      He 


served  one  term  as  an  auditor  and  held  most 
of  the  other  township  offices.  He  married  in 
1842  Aliss  Alary,  a  daughter  of  John  A. 
Strickler,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with 
six  children :  Harriet,  wife  of  Newton  Shal- 
lenberger; Salinda,  deceased;  John  S.,  liv- 
ing; James  L.,  deceased;  Belle  and  Maggie 
A.,  at  home.  John  Strickler  Newmyer,  one 
of  the  prominent  men  of  Dawson,  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Washington  Coal  and 
Coke  Company,  was  born  on  the  farm  in 
Lower  Tyrone  township,  December  17,  1847; 
he  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  near  his  home  and  worked  on  the 
home  farm  until  1880,  when  the  father  and 
son,  as  Newmyer  &  Sons,  mined  and  coked 
the  coal  from  under  the  farm  known  as  the 
Cora  mines,  operating  forty-two  coke  ovens. 
In  the  spring  of  1892,  having  exhausted  the 
coal  at  the  home  plant,  John  S.  went  to  Perry 
township  and  purchased  the  Washington 
tract  of  land  of  over  two  thousand  acres.  He 
built  fifty  coke  ovens.  He  also  had  a  shaft 
sunk  and  hoist  set,  and  built  a  few  houses. 
In  July  he  made  application  for  a  charter 
for  the  Washington  Coal  and  Coke  Com- 
pany, and  in  August  the  company  began 
operations,  with  ]Mr.  Newmyer  as  general 
manager;  he  also  was  a  large  stockholder 
and  director.  He  is  a  stockholder,  director 
and  general  manager  of  the  Dawson  Electric 
Power  and  Light  Company;  a  director, 
stockholder  and  superintendent  of  the  Wash- 
ington Run  R.  R.  Co. ;  a  director  and  chair- 
man of  board  of  managers  of  the  Star  Sup- 
ply Company ;  a  stockholder  and  director  in 
the  Cochran  Coal  and  Coke  Company  and 
shareholder  and  director  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Dawson ;  a  member  of  the 
Ro}-al  .Vrcanum.  INIr.  Newmyer  married,  Oc- 
tober 22,  1868,  Miss  Lucy  F.,  daughter  of 
Samuel    and    Harriet    Gallatin,    collaterally 
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connected  with  Albert  Gallatin.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Newinyer  have  three  children:  Cora  E.,  wife 
of  Frank  Tucker,  of  Cleveland,  O. ;  Bessie  B. 
and  Mary  A.  They  are  members  of  the  Dis- 
ciple church. 

Nelson  A.  Rist,  a  leading  citizen  and  suc- 
cessful business  man  of  Vanderbilt,  was  born 
September  i^,  1850,  in  Tyrone  township, 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Sarah  (Huston)  Rist,  both  natives 
of  the  same  county.  The  former  was  born 
about  1830,  and  died  about  1875,  and  the  lat- 
ter died  December  29,  1886,  aged  fifty-four 
}ears.  About  1852  Joseph  Rist,  the  father, 
went  to  Colorado,  where  he  was  successfully 
engaged  in  mining,  and  resided  there  for  a 
number  of  years.  On  his  return  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, he  engaged  in  the  coke  business  at 
Broad  Ford,  Fayette  county,  and  later  was 
succeeded  by  H.  C.  Frick  in  business.  Mr. 
Rist  attended  the  public  schools  of  Fayette 
county.  Later  he  attended  the  California 
State  Normal  school  and  completed  his  edu- 
cation in  1872,  at  Otterbein  university  in 
Ohio,  immediately  after  which  he  entered  the 
employ  of  his  Uncle  James  Cochran  in  the 
coke  industry  in  his  native  county.  James 
Cochran  was  the  pioneer  of  the  great  coke 
industry  in  this  country.  In  1883  he  became 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  James  Cochran,  Sons 
&  Company,  and  is  the  only  surviving  mem- 
ber of  that  firm,  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  prosperous  business  concerns  of 
Fayette  county.  Mr.  Rist  is  associated  with 
the  firm  and  is  superintendent  of  the  same, 
with  office  located  at  Dawson.  On  Septem- 
ber 2,  1874,  Mr.  Rist  was  married  to  Miss 
Agnes  Moore,  daughter  of  James  Moore,  of 
Fayette  count}-.  Five  children  were  born  to 
that  union:  Maud,  Roy,  Bessie,  J.  Donald, 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy.     Mr.  Rist  is  a 


member  of  Dawson  Council,  No.  787,  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  is  also  a  member  of,  and  on 
the  official  board  of  the  M.  E.  church  at  \'an- 
derbilt.  Mr.  Rist  is  a  staunch  Democrat,  and 
adheres  to  the  political  principles  advocated 
by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Andrew  Jackson. 
He  is  and  has  been  all  his  life  an  active  and 
energetic  business  man.  By  industry  and 
perseverance  he  has  taken  his  stand  with  the 
leading  and  prominent  business  men  of  Fay- 
ette county.  He  is  honest  and  fair  in  his 
dealings,  and  commands  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  all  whose  privilege  it  is  to  know 
him.  He  is  just,  generous  and  judicious  and 
deservedly  popular.  There  is  no  name  in 
Fayette  county  more  worthy  of  a  place  in  the 
annals  of  her  history  than  that  of  Nelson  A. 
Rist. 

Edwin  RocELLE  Rasely,  physician  and 
surgeon,  of  Vanderbilt,  was  born  at  Ccntre- 
ville,  Northampton  county,  T'ennsylvania, 
January  18,  1867.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Hiram  and  Susanna  (Reichard)  Rasely.  The 
father  was  a  prominent  merchant  at  East 
Bangor,  Pa.  The  doctor  received  his  initial 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  East  Ban- 
gor, and  found  employment  as  clerk  in  his 
father's  store,  and  while  filling  this  position 
studied  medicine  under  Dr.  B.  F.  Dilliard, 
and  graduated  from  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
college  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  the  spring  of 
1 891.  He  then' took  a  six  months'  post-grad- 
uate in  the  Lying-in  Charity  hospital  and 
formed  a  partnership  ^vith  Dr.  W.  A.  Shoe- 
maker, of  Dawson,  where  he  enjoyed  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice  for  three  years,  when 
his  health  failed  and  he  moved  to  Lebanon, 
Pa.,  where  he  practiced  until  March,  1897. 
He  then  returned  to  Fayette  county  to  ac- 
cept the  position  he  now  holds,  that  of  phy- 
sician for  the  ^^^  J.  Rainey  Company  at  Van- 
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derbilt.  The'  doctor  is  a  member  of  King 
Solomon  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  Royal  Arca- 
num and  the  Society  of  Good  Fellows.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  the  diseases  of  the  inter- 
nal organs,  and  received  a  special  course  on 
diseases  of  women.  On  August  23,  1893,  he 
married  JNIiss  Sadie  E.,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Weaber,  of  Lebanon,  Pa.  They  have  one 
child,  Evelyn,  born  July  8,  1897.  Doctor 
Rasely  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  church  and 
i\Irs.  Rasely  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Albert  S.  Forsythe,  manager  of  the 
Dawson  Supply  Company  store,  of  Dawson, 
was  born  at  Jacob's  Creek,  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  January  21,  1870.  He  is  a  son 
of  David  and  Mary  (Husband)  Forsythe, 
both  of  whom  now  reside  in  Dawson,  where 
Mr.  Forsythe  is  employed  as  a  coke  drawer. 
Albert  S.  Forsythe  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  learned  the  drug  busi- 
ness." In  1889  he  secured  a  position  as  a  clerk 
in  Sterling  store,  Jimtown,  for  the  Union 
Supply  Company,  with  which  he  remained 
two  years,  and  on  October  i,  1891,  accepted 
his  present  position.  Mr.  Forsythe  is  a  con- 
scientious, Christian  gentleman,  and  a  thor- 
ough business  man.  He  was  president  of  the  J 
Epworth  League,  McKeesport  district,  Pitts- 
burg conference,  for  one  year,  and  also  presi- 
dent of  the  local  Epworth  League  for  four 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arca- 
num and  Order  of  Iroquois.  He  has  been 
twice  married.  First  to  Miss  Sadie  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  EHen  Husband,  who  soon 
died.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Alary 
E.  Ramsier,  of  Tyrone  township,  on  January 
22,  1896.  They  have  one  child,  Joseph  R. 
They  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  church,  with 
which  Mr.  Forsythe  is  officially  connected  as 
a  member  of  its  board  of  trustees  and  stew- 
ard. 


LiNDSEY  Taylor  Russell,  physician  and 
surgeon,  of  Vanderbilt,  Pa.,  was  born  in 
Perry  township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, August  31,  1859.  He  is  a  son  of  William 
T.  Russell  and  a  grandson  of  Joseph  Russell, 
who  came  to  Fayette  county  and  located  in 
Perry  township.  He  was  a  shoemaker  bv 
trade.  He  married  J\Iary  Teagarden,  and  to 
them  were  born  six  children:  Bethsheba,  An- 
nie, Scenie  (deceased),  Susan,  William  T.  and 
iMargaret  (deceased).  \Mlliam  T.  Russell  is 
a  farmer  of  Perry  township,  and  was  born 
in  1832.  He  came  to  Fayette  county  with  his 
parents  when  a  lad,  and  has  spent  his  life 
on  the  farm  in  Perry  township.  He  received 
a  common  school  education.  He  enlisted  in 
a  company  and  served  in  the  Union  arniv 
during  the  late  Civil  war.  He  has  held  the 
offices  of  school  director  and  tax  collector, 
and  is  a  Democrat.  He  married  Miss  La- 
vina,  daughter  of  George  Krepps.  They  had 
four  children :  j\Iary  E.,  wife  of  J.  B.  Hus- 
band, of  Pittsburg;  Susan,  wife  of  Wm.  'M. 
Stickle,  of  Pittsburg;  Lindsey  T.,  our  sub- 
ject ;  Allean,  wife  of  Wm.  Hartwick,  of  East 
Liberty,  Fayette  count}-.  jNIrs.  Russell  died 
and  Mr.  Russell's  second  wife  was  Miss 
Louisa  Hagerty.  They  have  no  children. 
Dr.  Russell  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Perry  township,  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  in  the  fall  of  1879, 
under  Dr.  S.  S.  Stahl,  at  Dawson,  Pa.,  and 
graduated  from  the  Physio-JNIedical  institute 
at  Cincinnati,  O.,  in  the  spring  of  1882.  He 
began  practice  almost  immediately  at  RufTs- 
dale.  Pa.,  remaining  there  one  year.  He  then 
took  a  post-graduate  course  at  the  Physio- 
Medical  institute  and  located  at  ^'anderbilt 
in  the  spring  of  1883,  where  he  practiced  un- 
til 1886,  when  he  removed  to  Allegheny  City. 
and  practiced  six  years.  He  then  returned 
to  ^^anderbilt.  where   he   now   resides.     He 
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took  a  special  course  in  the  fall  of  1898  at  the 
College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  of  Chicago, 
111.  He  was  married  July  4,  1885,  to  Miss 
Settunian,  daughter  of  John  B.  Blair,  of 
Perry  township,  and  they  have  six  children : 
NeUie,  Gertrude,  Bessie,  Charles  J.,  Maud 
and  Kent.  The  family  attend  the  Baptist 
church,  and  Dr.  Russell  is  a  member  of  the 
Order  of  Iroquois. 

John  Frederick  Shoemaker,  physician 
and  surgeon,  of  Vanderbilt,  Pa.,  was  born  in 
Clinton  county,  Pennsylvania,  March  9,  1868. 
He  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Probst) 
Shoemaker.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  grad- 
uated from  the  State  normal  school  at  Lock 
Haven.  He  read  medicine  with  his  brother. 
Dr.  Wm.  A.  Shoemaker,  at  Dawson,  Pa.,  was 
graduated  from  the  Medico-Chirurgical  col- 
lege, of  Philadelphia,  in  the  spring  of  1893, 
and  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  July  of  the  same  year  at  Van- 
derbilt. Dr.  Shoemaker  stands  in  the  front 
rank  of  his  chosen  profession,  and  enjoys  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Fayette  County  Medical  Society,  the 
Royal  Arcanum  and  Order  of  Americus.  He 
is  a  conscientious,  Christian  gentleman,  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  church,  and  has  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  into  contact,  professionally  and  soci- 
ally. 

Lerov  Lindsi^i:y  G,\u.\Rn,  owner  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Dawson  house  and  the  Garard 
livery,  of  Dawson,  was  jjorn  at  Whitcley, 
Greene  county,  Pennsylvania,  September  22, 
1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Lindsley  and  Susan 
(Smurr)  Garard,  of  Greene  county.  Pa.,  and 
of  I'^rench  extraction.  Pie  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at 


twenty-one  embarked  in  the  stock  business, 
which  he  has  followed  about  tliree  years.  He 
then  followed  farming  to  ]\Iarch,  18S0,  when 
he  came  to  Dawson  and  rented  his  present 
hotel,  and  after  five  years  bought  the  prop- 
erty, continuing  in  the  business  to  1892,  when 
he  rented  the  hotel  and  for  some  time  was  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Oakdale.  In  De- 
cember, 1894,  he  again  took  possession  of  the 
hotel  property.  In  May,  1895,  he  bought 
his  present  livery  business,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1896  a  retail  coal  business,  and  has  since 
conducted  all  three.  He  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive business  men  of  Dawson  borough. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  council  for 
three  terms.  He  married  on  December  28, 
1870,  JMiss  Sarah  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the 
late  Jonas  Emery,  merchant  of  Greene  coun- 
ty, and  to  them  have  been  Ijorn  five  children : 
Susan,  wife  of  John  N.  Garard,  of  Sisters- 
ville,  O. ;  Frank  Leslie,  clerk  in  the  register 
and  recorder's  office,  Uniontown ;  Holly 
Holmes,  student  at  Waynesburg,  and  Lillian 
and  Walter,  deceased.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  church.  By  a  first  mar- 
riage to  Chas.  T.  McCune,  Susan,  now  wife 
of  John  N.  Garard,  has  one  child,  Charles 
I'.dmund  McCune. 

H,\RRY  Gr.\xT  Nefe,  registered  druggist 
and  pharmacist,  of  Dawson,  was  born  at  Ma- 
sontown,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
■March  9,  1861.  He  is  a  son  of  Dr.  George 
W.  and  Mary  A.  (Rhoades)  Nefif,  the  former 
of  whom  died  August  18,  1874,  and  the  latter 
passed  away  August  13,  1S89.  Doctor  Nefif 
was  a  son  of  John  Nefif,  a  native  of  Lancaster 
county,  and  his  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
Major  Williams,  of  York  county.  Dr.  Nefif 
was  born  in  York  county,  read  medicine  with 
Dr.  Bitner,  of  Lancaster  county,  and  after  at- 
tending Jefferson  Medical  college  was  rob- 
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bed  on  his  way  to  Pittsburg.  He  was  with 
Dr.  Hugh  Campljell,  of  Uniontown,  from 
1834  to  1836,  and  after  a  short  residence  at 
Clarksburg,  \'a.,  now  West  Mrginia,  was 
recommended  by  Dr.  Campbell  as  a  fit  part- 
ner to  Dr.  David  B.  Rhoades,  of  Masontown, 
with  whom  he  practiced  in  partnership  until 
tlie  death  of  the  latter,  and  then  succeeded  to 
his  practice.  Dr.  NefT  married  jNIarv  Ann,  sec- 
ond daughter  of  Dr.  Rhoades,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Mary  H.,  Dr.  G.  W.,  who  served 
creditably  in  the  Pennsylvania  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  was  surgeon-major  of  the  re- 
cently-returned Tenth  Pennsylvania  \"olun- 
teer  Infantry,  which  served  with  such  dis- 
tinction in  the  Philippine  Islands:  William 
D.,  John  C,  Ida  and  Harry  G.  ?ilrs.  Nefif's 
parents  were  Dr.  David  B.  and  Harriet  E. 
(Tarr)  Rhoades.  Dr.  Rhoades  was  born  in 
Allegheny  county.  Pa.,  November  5,  1793, 
and  died  March  8,  1841,  at  Masontown.  Mrs. 
Rhoades  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Fran- 
ces Tarr,  of  Westmoreland  county ;  married 
on  April  3,  1817,  and  died  in  1833.  Harry 
G.  Nefif  received  his  education  in  the  Mason- 
town public  schools,  and  when  eighteen  years 
of  age  entered  his  brother's  drug  store  as 
clerk,  and  was  there  employed  until  1890, 
when  he  came  to  Dawson  and  worked  two 
years  in  a  drug  store,  and  then,  having 
passed  the  State  pharmaceutical  examina- 
tion, and  secured  a  certificate,  he  opened  a 
drug  store,  and  a  few  months  later  consoli- 
dated his  drug  business  with  that  of  Dr.  Wm. 
A.  Shoemaker  and  continued  the  business  as 
a  firm  for  two  years,  when  he  bought  out  his 
])artner's  interest,  and  has  since  continued 
alone.  In  May,  1898,  he  moved  into  his 
present  quarters  in  the  Cochran  building,  and 
has  one  of  the  finest  drug  stores  in  Fayette 
county.  He  is  an  up-to-date  business  man, 
an   extensive   advertiser ;   issues   one   of   the 


prettiest  lines  of  advertising  calendars  in  this 
county.  He  manufactures  several  specialties: 
".Nefifs  Cream  Tuba  Roses,"  "Ncff's  Comp. 
Extract  Sarsaparilla,"  "Neff's  Corn  Cure," 
"NefT's  Cough  Syrup,"  "Neff's  Headache 
Powders,"  and  "Nefifs  Toothache  Drops." 
He  also  makes  a  specialty  of  prescriptions. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  Elks, 
Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  Knights  of  Malta,  and  Order 
of  Iroquois.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 
On  August  20,  1885,  Mr.  NefT  married  Miss 
Laura  B.,  a  daughter  of  Alfred  Dearth,  of 
New  Salem,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  children:  George  W,,  Ida  A.,  and  Lo- 
retta  E.    The  family  attend  the  M.  E.  church. 

Ch.\rles  Jenkins  IMcGill. — Adam  Jen- 
kins McGill,  born  in  \'irginia  in  1818,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  was  the  pioneer 
McGill  of  this  family  in  Fayette  county.  He 
was  a  son  of  Adam  and  Loraine  (Jenkins) 
i\IcGiIl,  and  a  grandson  of  Charles  McGill, 
who  was  born  in  Ireland  between  1750  and 
1755'  ^nd  resided  successively  in  Virginia  and 
on  a  farm  which  he  purchased  opposite  Elli- 
cott's  iron  works  on  Cheat  river,  where  he 
farmed  and  ran  a  small  distillery.  He  had  nine 
children :  Job,  John,  Andrew,  Hugh,  David, 
Hannah,  INIar}-,  Adam  and  Reese.  Charles 
ilcGill  also  built  boats  and  ran  a  ferry,  at 
which  he  was  drowned.  Adam  Jenkins  McGill 
received  but  little  early  education,  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  came  to  Fay- 
ette county  and  located  near  Dawson  and  fol- 
lowed the  river  as  a  pilot.  Later  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Lower  Tyrone  township, 
where  he  died  in  December,  1891.  He  mar- 
ried Margaret  McDonald,  and  to  them  were 
born  nine  children :  Three,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  John  T.,  and  ilary  A.  (both  deceased) ; 
Daniel,  a  resident  of  Dawson;  Elizabeth, 
Amanda  (both  deceased),  and  Emma,  a  resi- 
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dent  of  Dawson.  Mrs  McGill  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1872.  Jolin  Tliomas  jMcGill,  son  of 
Adam  Jenkins  and  ^largaret  (McDonald) 
McGill,  was  born  in  Lower  Tyrone  township, 
March  20,  1835,  received  a  limited  common 
school  education,  and  spent  his  boyhood  days 
on  the  farm.  When  about  eighteen  he  went 
to  Nebraska,  where  he  learned  and  worked  at 
the  carpenter  trade  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  company 
C  of  the  First  Nebraska  Volunteer  Infantry, 
early  in  the  fall  of  1861,  and  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing battles :  Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Cape 
Girardeau  and  many  other  minor  engage- 
ments. After  his  three  years  of  service  had 
expired  he  returned  home,  and  after  two 
months  re-enlisted  and  served  a  time  in  the 
Secret  Service,  and  later  as  commissary  ser- 
geant, and  was  honorably  discharged  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  returned  home,  and  af- 
ter a  short  time  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Dawson,  a  venture  that  proved 
disastrous,  and  then  for  a  time  he  did  team- 
ing and  dray  work.  Fie  later  accepted  a  po- 
sition as  foreman  at  the  Sterling  coke  works, 
and  while  thus  employed  received  serious  in- 
juries by  a  fall,  but  recovering  in  part,  re- 
turned to  work,  but  failed  in  health  and  died 
July  27,  1882.  He  married  on  October  25, 
1866,  Miss  Fmily,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Klizabeth  (Strickler)  Newmyer,  of  Dawson, 
who  still  survives  him.  To  this  union  were 
born  seven  children :  Laura,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Brad- 
ley, of  Wilkinsburg,  Pa. ;  Lillie,  died  at  the 
age  of  seven  years ;  Chas.  J.,  postmaster, 
Dawson,  Pa. ;  Frank  P.  and  Harry  C,  em- 
jiloyed  in  the  P.  &  L.  F.  round  house  at  Dick- 
erson  Run ;  Maggie  Loraine,  clerk  in  the 
postoffice,  Dawson,  Pa., and  J.  Clarence,  clerk 
in  Geo.  C.  McGill's  general  store  at  Dawson, 
Pa.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian church.     Mr.  McGill  was  a  member  of 


the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  served  shortly  after  the 
incorporation  of  the  borough  of  Dawson  as 
a  member  of  the  town  council  and  school  di- 
rector. 

Chas.  Jenkins  jNIcGill,  postmaster  of 
Dawson,  was  born  in  that  borough  February 
28,  1871,  attended  the  public  schools  and  be- 
gan work  when  onl)-  ten  years  of  age.  He 
attended  school  only  one  winter  after  this. 
When  eleven  years  old  he  secured  a  place  in 
a  livery  stable,  and  after  eighteen  months 
went  as  chore  and  office  boy  to  Dr.  W.  A. 
Shoemaker  (now  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.),  and 
after  one  year  in  the  fall  of  1889  entered  the 
store  of  Geo.  C.  McGill,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained eight  and  one-half  years,  giving  up 
his  position  to  assume  the  duties  of  postmas- 
ter in  April,  1898.  Mr.  McGill  is  an  ardent 
Republican  and  active  in  his  identification 
with  his  party's  interests.  He  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  central  Republican  commil- 
tee  in  1893,  and  served  five  years.  He  was 
elected  borough  auditor  in  1893,  and  resigned 
in  1895  to  accept  the  ofifice  of  school  direc'.or, 
to  which  he  was  elected  the  same  year.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Iroquois  and 
owns  two  fine  properties  in  Dawson. 

Henry  Thompson  Cochr.vx,  one  of  the 
owners  of  and  yard  foreman  at  the  Clarissa 
mines  of  Jas.  Cochran,  Sons  &  Co.,  Vander- 
bilt.  Pa.,  was  born  Oct.  25,  1856,  in  Lower 
Tyrone  township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Clarissa 
(Huston)  Cochran.  The  family  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  extraction.  John  Cochran  came  from 
Ireland  to  Chester  county  in  1745,  and  his 
son,  Samuel  Cochran,  after  serving  as  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  removed  to  Lower 
Tyrone  township,  where  he  and  his  wife,  Es- 
ther (John)  Cochran,  reared  their  family  of 
six  sons.    One  of  these  sons,  Isaac  Cochran, 
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married  Rosanna  Sample,  and  their  son, 
James  Cochran,  made  the  first  Connellsville 
coke  ever  sold  for  money.  James  Cochran 
was  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  Fayette 
county.  He  worked  on  a  farm,  ran  a  boat  on 
the  Monongahela  river  and  was  a  pioneer  in 
the  Connellsville  coking  business.  By  his 
own  efforts  he  rose  from  a  farn;  hand  to  a 
leading  business  man  of  the  county,  and  died 
at  an  advanced  age,  enjoying  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife 
was  Clarissa,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
A.  (Hazen)  Huston,  and  to  their  union  were 
born  eleven  children,  of  whom  several  sur- 
vive. In  making  record  of  James  Cochran, 
one  who  knew  him  said :  "A  man  of  clear 
understanding,  of  great  energy,  indomitable 
will,  but  of  a  generous  good  nature,  tender- 
hearted withal,  and  in  short  a  fine  example 
of  hearty,  robust  manhood." 

H.  T.  Cochran  was  reared  on  a  farm,  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools,  and  worked  on 
the  farm  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age, 
when  he  entered  his  father's  store,  as  clerk, 
at  the  Spring  Grove  coke  works,  and  five 
years  later  went  to  the  Cochran  company 
store  at  Vanderbilt,  and  was  made  outside 
foreman  at  the  Clarissa  mines.  Mr.  Cochran 
was  married  in  January,  iS86,  to  Miss  Emily 
E.,  daughter  of  James  Ambrose,  of  Lower 
Tyrone  township.  Thej  have  three  children  : 
Harry,  George  G.  and  Clarissa  C.  Mrs. 
Cochran  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  church. 
Mr.  Cochran  is  a  Democrat. 

Hugh  Darsey  ShallKnberger,  a  repre- 
sentative citizen  of  Vanderbilt,  and  book- 
keeper for  the  firm  of  James  Cochran  Sons 
&  Co.,  was  born  January  14,  i860,  in  Con- 
nellsville, Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania.  He 
is  a  son  of  Lester  and  Agnes  (Strickler)  Shal- 
lenberger,  of  Dunbar  township.  Lester  Shal- 
54 


lenberger  was  born  August  2,  1832,  in  Con- 
nellsville, Pa.,  where  he  was  reared  to  man- 
hood and  resided  until  1873,  when  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Dunbar  township  and  lo- 
cated on  the  same,  residing  there  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  He  was  for  a  number  of  years  fore- 
man and  patternmaker  at  the  car  shops  of 
what  is  known  as  the,  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  He  is 
a  splendid  citizen  and  highly  respected  by  all 
who  know  him.  Lester  and  Agnes  (Strick- 
ler) Shallenberger  had  three  sons  and  four 
daughters :  Norton,  resides  on  the  farm  in 
Dunbar  township;  Connell  E.,  a  resident  of 
Vanderbilt ;  Flora,  single ;  H.  D.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Rose,  wife  of, J.  J.  Barnhart, 
of  Dunbar  township;  Leonora  (deceased), 
and  Etta,  twins,  the  latter  of  whom  is  the 
wife  of  George  Bashy,  of  Connellsville.  The 
parents  of  Mr  Shallenberger  are  both  living, 
the  father  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years 
and  the  mother  (born  August  31,  1827),  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  H^ugh  Darsey 
Shallenberger  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Dunbar  township  and  Connellsville,  and  grad- 
uated at  the  California  State  Normal  school 
in  the  class  of  1881.  Mr.  Shallenberger 
taught  two  years  in  Lower  Tyrone  township, 
after  which  he  accepted  a  situation  at  Leisen- 
ring  in  the  office  of  the  Connellsville  Coke 
and  Iron  Company,  remaining  there  nearly 
seven  years.  After  leaving  there  he  was  for 
a  short  time  in  the  office  of  the  United  Coal 
and  Coke  Company  in  Westmoreland  county. 
In  August,  1888,  he  located  in  Vanderbilt, 
accepting  a  situation  in  the  office  of  James 
Cochran  Sons  &  Co.,  as  bookkeeper,  also 
having  charge  of  the  books  of  Brown  Sz 
Cochran.  Mr.  Shallenberger  was  married  to 
Miss  Kate  Freeman  Galley,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Ruth  (Freeman)  Galley.  Henrv 
Galley,  father  of  Mrs.  Shallenberger.  was  a 
prominent   Democrat   and  represented   Fay- 
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ctte  county  in  the  legislature.  Mrs.  Shallen- 
berger  is  a  granddaughter  of  Philip  Galley, 
who  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty. Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shallenberger,  three  sons  and  one  daughter : 
Eugene,  Mayme  Ruth,  H.  D.  and  Philip  Gal- 
ley, all  living.  Mr.  Shallenberger  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Disciple  church  at  Vanderbilt,  and 
has  been  an  elder  in  the  same  for  twelve 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  Dawson  Council, 
ySj,  Royal  Arcanum,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  Vanderbilt  Council,  No.  104,  Junior  Order 
of  United  American  Mechanics.  In  politics 
Mr.  Shallenberger  is  a  Republican.  The  par- 
ents of  Mr.  Shallenberger  are  members  of  the 
Christian  church,  and  the  father  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics.  Hugh  Darsey  Shallenberger 
is  a  man  of  strong  personality  and  splendid 
education,  and  enjoys  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  a  host  of  friends.  He  is  honest, 
energetic,  industrious  and  a  practical  busi- 
ness man.  On  his  father's  side  he  is  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  on 
his  mother's  side.  His  maternal  grandmother 
was  a  Miss  Cochran.  The  ancestors  of  ]\Ir. 
Shallenberger  have  been  identified  with  Fay- 
ette county  for  many  years,  are  among  the 
pioneers  of  the  county,  and  stand  high  so- 
cially, and  are  among  the  most  representa- 
tive citizens  of  the  county. 

Thomas  Jeffi:rson  MitchI'Li.,  one  of 
Fayette  county's  most  active  and  leading" 
business  men,  is  general  manager  of  the  \\\ 
J.  Rainey  coke  works  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  born  November  6,  1845,  in  Jefferson 
county,  O.,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane 
(Smith)  Mitchell,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
father  was  born  in  York  county,  Pa.,  in  1808; 
the  mother  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  in  181.2. 
They  moved  to  Jefferson  county,  O.,  after 
their  marriage,   where  they   remained   for  a 


number  of  years.  From  the  latter  place  they 
removed  in  1864  to  Illinois,  locating  near 
Springfield,  where  they  remained  for  the  rest 
of  their  lives.  The  father  died  in  1876  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years ;  the  mother  in  1896 
aged  eighty-four  years.  They  were  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  and  the  father  was  a  farmer. 
The  ancestors  on  both  sides  descended  from 
prosperous  and  well-to-do  Scotch-Irish  fam- 
ilies. Mr.  Mitchell's  paternal  grandfather 
was  James  Mitchell  and  his  maternal  grand- 
father was  James  Smith,  both  prosperous 
and  leading  citizens  of  Pennsylvania.  Thir- 
teen children  were  born  to  Thomas  and  Jane 
Mitchell.  One  daughter  is  the  widow  of  W. 
J.  Rainey,  who  owned  and  operated  the  W.  J. 
Rainey  coke  works  in  the  Connellsville  re- 
gion. T.  J.  :\Iitchell  is  the  fifth  child  of  the 
family.  After  leaving  the  public  schools  Mr. 
Mitchell  entered  Washington  and  Jefferson 
college  at  Washington,  Pa.,  and  graduated 
from  that  institution  in  the  class  of  i86g, 
when  he  engaged  in  teaching,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  four  years,  in  the  meantime  taking 
a  course  in  law  in  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, graduating  in  the  class  of  1873.  Owing 
to  the  death  of  his  father  Mr.  Mitchell  was 
called  home  to  settle  up  the  estate,  and  after 
a  few  years  he  went  to  Cleveland,  O.,  and  be- 
came private  secretary  to  ^^^  J.  Rainey,  re- 
maining in  that  capacity  until  1884,  when- he 
came  to  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  to  become  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  ^^^  J.  Rainey  coke 
works,  in  which  capacity  he  has  remained  to 
the  present  time,  managing  successfully  and 
profitably  the  vast  interests  under  his  charge. 
He  has  the  management  of  eight  large  plants 
in  full  operation,  employing  more  than  two 
thousand  men,  and  other  plants  under  con- 
struction, employing  a  large  force  of  men. 
They  have  at  the  present  time  more  than  two 
thou.sand  ovens  in  operation.     Mr.  !\litchell 


AXD   HISTOinCAL  REFERENCE   BOOK   OF  FAYETTE   COUNTY. 


999 


is  a  man  of  strong  business  judgment,  which 
has  been  demonstrated  by  the  able  manner 
in  wh.ich  he  has  conducted  and  managed  the 
affairs  of  the  large  and  important  industries 
under  his  supervision.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Jessie  K.,  daughter  of  ^^'illiam  and 
Sarah  Morris,  of  Lawrenceville,  Lawrence 
county,  III.,  in  1885.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  and  she  is  a  niece  of  Jesse  K. 
Dubois,  and  a  cousin  of  United  States  Sen- 
ator Fred,  T.  Dubois,  of  Idaho.  ?\Ir.  and 
]Mrs.  Mitchell  have  had  three  children,  two 
of  whom  are  living,  ?iIorris  and  Pauline.  In 
politics  ^Ir.  INIitchell  is  a  Republican  and  a 
Presbyterian  in  religious  belief  as  is  his  wife. 
J.  J.  ^litchell,  the  St.  Louis  millionaire,  also 
^^".  H.  Mitchell  and  son,  of  Chicago,  railroad 
officials  and  bankers,  are  closely  related  to 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  ^Ir.  ^Mitchell  is 
a  man  of  thorough  education,  polished  and 
refined  in  manners,  of  splendid  address  and 
a  thorough-going  business  man. 

S.vMUEL  E.  Porter,  a  druggist,  of  \"ander- 
bilt,  was  born  in  Tyrone  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  April  25,  1863.  He  is 
a  son  of  the  late  Samuel  S.  and  !Mary  Ann 
(Smith)  Porter.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Moses  Porter,  was  born  near  Frostburg,  Md., 
January  10,  1804,  and  came  to  Tyrone  town- 
ship, where  he  died  on  his  farm  June  10,  1880. 
He  married,  April  20,  1826,  Emily  Wade, 
who  was  born  near  Cresaptown,  '\ld.,  August 
12,  1 810,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with 
fifteen  children.  One  of  these  children  was 
the  late  Samuel  S.  Porter,  who  was  born  in 
Alaryland.  He  taught  for  sixteen  years,  and 
served  as  second  lieutenant  in  company  B, 
Sixteenth  ^laryland  A'olunteers  (Cavalry), 
participating  in  Gettysburg  and  other  battles. 
He  came  to  Tyrone  township,  where  he  set- 
tled.    He  married,  February  19,  1852,  Mary 


A.  Smith,  and  their  children  were :  ^largaret 
E.,  Moses  E.,  Ella,  Alcinda  E.,  Samuel  E,, 
and  Hettie,  who  survive,  and  Mary  Alice, 
Rachel  Jane  and  Xathan  S.,  deceased.  To 
trace  back  the  remote  new  world  ancestry  of 
the  Porter  family,  we  find  that  John  Porter, 
Jr.,  of  Baltimore,  moved  to  Allegany  coun- 
ty, Md.,  in  1782;  married  Nancy,  a  daughter 
of  I\Ioses  ^IcKinzie,  and  left  eight  children. 
His  father,  John  Porter,  Sr.,  was  born  in  1690 
in  England,  and  settled  in  Baltimore  twenty- 
five  years  later,  John  Porter,  Jr,,  had  a  son, 
jNIichael  jNIcKenzie  Porter,  who  married  Re- 
becca Frost,  a  daughter  of  Josiah  Frost,  who 
owned  the  land  where  Frostburg,  Md,, 
stands.  ]^iichael  AI.  Porter's  children  were; 
Jane,  Josiah,  John,  Moses  (grandfather),  and 
Margaret.  Samuel  S.  Porter's  wife,  Mary 
Ann,  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  E.  Smith  and 
Margaret,  his  wife,  whose  parents  were 
named  Barr.  Continuing  back  now  the  ma- 
ternal line  we  find  that  Henry  E.  Smith  was 
a  son  of  Xathan  Smith,  who  came  from 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1770,  and  near 
Connellsville  married  Margery,  a  daughter 
of  Henry  Irwin.  ^largery  Irwin  Smith  was 
born  in  Lancaster  county  in  1776  and  died  in 
1867.  Samuel  E.  Porter  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Fayette  and  Westmoreland  coun- 
ties, and  at  nineteen  years  of  age  became  a 
clerk  in  his  brother's  drug  store  at  Dawson, 
He  afterwards  opened  a  drug  store  in  part- 
nership with  Dr,  George  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1885,  in  which  year  he  removed 
to  ^'anderbilt,  where  he  established  his  pres- 
ent successful  drug  business.  !\Ir.  Porter  is 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Mystic 
Chain,  and  the  Jr.  O,  U  A,  M.  In  October, 
1886,  Samuel  E.  Porter  married  Delia, 
daughter  of  !Milo  and  Anna  (Smith)  Jenkins, 
of  Preston   countv,  W.  Va,     Mr,  and   Mrs. 
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Porter  have  two  children  :  Van  Dale  and  ?iIilo 
Sniith. 

William  F.  Butl*,  of  the  firm  of  Oglevee 
&  Bute,  of  Vanderbilt,  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Clarissa  (Black)  Bute,  and  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, July  26,  1843.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Bute  (the  founder  of  the  Bute 
family  of  Western  Pennsylvania),  was  born 
about  1781  at  Winchester,  Va.,  and  in  1813 
came  to  Upper  Middletown,  where  he  was  a 
butcher  and  hotel  keeper,  but  shortly  re- 
moved to  the  Pears  farm  on  Bute's  run.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Morrison  and  died  in 
1857.  Of  his  eleven  children  one  was  Joseph 
Bute,  born  July  24,  1812.  Joseph  Bute  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Sarah  A.  Sparks  and 
after  her  death  to  Clarissa,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  (Sayers)  Black.  To  the  sec- 
ond union  were  born  six  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters. The  second  of  these  sons,  William  F. 
Bute,  was  reared  on  the  farm,  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  was 
engaged  chiefly  in  farming  and  stock  raising 
up  to  1881.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Van- 
derbilt and  engaged  in  merchandising,  which 
he  has  followed  continuously  ever  since, 
forming  his  present  partnership  association 
with  Mr  Oglevee.  l\Ir.  Bute  has  grown  with 
the  place  and  is  now  one  of  its  best  known 
business  men.  He  is  an  active  Democrat; 
has  served  two  terms  as  school  director  and 
was  twice  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  serv- 
ing in  each  of  these  two  offices  in  Franklin 
and  again  in  Dunbar  township.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1864  lo  Mary,  ilaughter  of  the  late 
Jacob  Sniith,  of  Connellsville.  To  this  union 
have  been  born  two  children :  Evalina  C.  (de- 
ceased), and  Katie  E.  Mrs.  Bute  and  daugh- 
ter are  members  of  the  Disciple  church. 


James  Dolan,  of  \'anderbilt,  is  now  re- 
tired from  active  business  life,  yet  for  the  last 
fifteen  years  was  prominent  in  the  commer- 
cial affairs  of  his  town.  He  is  a  son  of  Mi- 
chael and  l\Iary  (Burk)  Dolan,  and  was  born 
at  Brandy  Gap  tunnel,  near  Clarksburg,  Har- 
rison county,  Va.,  now  West  Virginia,  No- 
vember 9,  1853.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Michael  Dolan,  Sr.  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
where  he  married  i\Iary  Cummings,  who  died 
in  the  land  of  her  nativity.  After  her  death 
he  came  to  Clarksburg  in  1846  and  died  some 
years  later  at  Grafton  in  the  same  State,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  left  one 
son,  Michael,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Patrick  and  Mary  (Barry)  Burk,  natives  of 
Ireland,  and  both  of  whom  died  at  Buckhan- 
non,  W.  A^a.,  when  nearing  their  hundredth 
year.  James  Dolan  received  his  education  in 
the  Virginia  primary  schools  and  the  Clarks- 
burg academy,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
railroad  work,  which  he  abandoned  on  ac- 
count of  injuries  received  in  an  explosion  at 
Brook's  tunnel,  Somerset  county,  in  1870. 
The  next  year  he  had  a  grocery  at  Clarks- 
burg, which  he  sold  three  years  later  to  be- 
come a  mine  contractor  at  the  Hill  Farm 
coke  works,  where  he  remained  until  1881. 
He  then  kept  a  grocery  at  Dunbar  for  two 
years,  conducted  the  Central  hotel  at  Brad- 
dock's  Field,  Allegheny  county,  till  1885,  and 
in  that  year  located  in  A-^anderbilt,  where  he 
was  the  founder  and  well-known  proprietor 
of  the  Central  hotel  from  1888  to  1892.  He 
then  built  and  up  to  February,  1899,  con- 
ducted the  hotel  A'andcrbilt,  which  he  leased 
to  Mr.  Samuel  E.  Porter.  He  was  the  pro- 
prietor and  one  of  the  founders  and  builders 
of  the  Electric  Light  plant  at  A^anderbilt. 
Mr.  Dolan  retired  from  active  business  on 
account  of  impaired  health.  In  1879  he  mar- 
ried Mary   E.   Rogan,  a  native  of   Ireland, 
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whose  father,  Tliornton  Rogan,  died  in  1887. 
Mrs.  Dolan  died  August  5,  1888,  leaving  four 
children :  William  Francis,  James  Edward, 
Arthur  Augustus  and  Mary  Ellen.  Mr.  Do- 
lan married  a  second  time  December  8,  1890, 
to  Katharine  Owens,  of  English  birth  and 
Irish  parentage.  Three  children  have  been 
born  of  this  marriage :  Alo3'sius,  Philip  Sa- 
tolli  and  Ignatius  Loyola.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Dr.  John  R.  Watson,  of  Dawson,  was 
born  Dec.  10,  1851,  at  Blacksville,  Va.  (now 
West  Virginia).  His  father  was  Abram  Ken- 
drick  Watson,  of  Blacksville,  Va.  His 
mother,  Sarah  (Myers)  W^atson,  was  of  one 
of  the  oldest  families  in  the  country,  which 
traces  back  to  the  Revolutionary  times, 
were  of  German  descent,  and  crossed  the 
mountains  from  ]\Iaryland  in  1730.  His 
father's  people  can  also  be  traced  back  to 
Revolutionary  times ;  they  were  English,  and 
crossed  the  mountains  about  the  same  time 
his  mother's  people  did.  His  father's  grand- 
father resigned  from  the  British  army  when 
he  saw  his  superior  officers  dine  with  General 
^Marion  on  sweet  potatoes.  He  said  he  would 
not  fight  such  people.  He  was  among  the 
first  English  officers  to  return  to  this  coun- 
try after  the  Revolution.  The  doctor  is  the 
third  child  of  the  family,  and  the  only  son. 
He  was  educated  at  the  Garrard's  Fort  pub- 
lic schools,  and  finished  his  education  at  Vin- 
ton city,  Iowa,  where  his  father  was  then 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Vin- 
ton. He  took  his  professional  course  at  the 
Baltimore  Medical  College  of  Oral  and  Den- 
tal surgery,  from  which  he  graduated  in  18S9, 
and  afterward  took  a  post-graduate  course  in 
Dr.  Lute's  school  of  crown  and  bridge  work, 
Columbus,  O.  He  is  now  secretary  of  the 
Fayette   County  Dental  association.     He  is 


also  the  inventor  and  patentee  of  "The  Air 
Cell  System  of  Teeth  without  Plate,"  Pat. 
Serial  No.  367,465,  and  Pat.  No.  493,800, 
granted  March  21,  1893,  under  a  patent  esti- 
mate of  $30,000.  On  October  7,  1871,  he 
married  Sarah  Swisher,  daughter  of  Rev.  Ja- 
cob Swisher,  of  JNIarion  county,  W.  Va.,  of 
Swedish  and  German  descent,  and  whose  peo- 
ple for  four  generations  have  carried  arms  in 
the  service  of  this  countr}-.  They  have  seven 
children,  one  of  whom,  Florence  B.,  is  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  C.  B.  Gaddis,  F.  R.  S.,  of  New 
Haven,  Pa.  Dr.  Watson  is  a  disciple  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  politically,  and  the  whole 
family  are  members  of  the  old  Presbyterian 
church. 

Joseph  T.  G.  Barchus,  an  experienced  and 
reliable  locomotive  engineer  of  Dawson,  was 
born  in  Allegany  county,  Maryland,  July  26, 
1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Atha  G.  Barchus,  who 
served  twice  as  sheriff  of  his  county.  Joseph 
T.  G.  Barchus  received  a  limited  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  a  night  school,  and 
at  nine  years  of  age  went  into  a  coal  mine. 
Ten  years  later  he  became  a  fireman  and  in 
five  months  was  promoted  to  engineer,  which 
position  he  gave  up  in  August,  1861,  to  en- 
list in  the  Eleventh  Indiana  Zouaves.  He 
served  a  year;  was  wounded  and  discharged 
and  then  went  back  as  an  engineer  on  the 
C.  &  P.  railroad.  He  left  that  road  two 
years  later  and  was  an  engineer  for  eleven 
years  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
and  then  in  1880  accepted  his  present  position 
as  an  engine  driver  on  passenger  trains  onthe 
Pennsylvania  and  Lake  Erie  railroad.  He 
came  to  Fayette  county  in  1885,  and  ten 
years  later  removed  to  Dawson,  where  he  has 
remained  ever  since.  In  1864  Mr.  Barchus 
married  Ada  King,  who  died  and  left  one 
child,  Charles  W.,  who  was  born  January  24, 
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1866,  and  killed  October  20,  1896,  while 
on  duty  as  an  engineer  on  the  Pitts- 
burg and  Lake  Erie  railroad.  INIr.  Barchus 
wedded  on  May  13,  1880,  Alice  Barclay,  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  Barclay,  and  by  this 
second  marriage  has  two  children :  Joseph  F., 
born  May  10,  1885,  and  Hazel  H.,  born  Au- 
gust 10,  1887.  ]\Irs.  Barchus  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Barchus  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Engineers  since  1873,  and  is  known  as 
one  of  the  safest  and  most  trustworthy  engi- 
neers on  the  Pennsylvania  and  Lake  Erie 
Railroad. 

James  Arthur  Siiitii,  a  careful  and  ex- 
perienced locomotive  engineer  of  Dawson,  is 
a  son  of  John  R.  and  Nancy  (Bryan)  Smith, 
and  was  born  at  East  Liberty,  Pennsylvania, 
March  15,  i860.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  East  Liberty  public  schools,  worked 
two  years  in  a  brickyard,  and  spent  the  next 
four  years,  from  1880  to  1884,  in  various 
kinds  of  work.  He  then  entered  the  machine 
shops  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Lake  Erie 
Railroad  Company,  and  in  July,  of  1884,  be- 
came a  fireman  on  their  road.  He  served 
four  years  as  fireman,  and  September  5,  1888, 
was  promoted  to  engineer,  and  in  that  capac- 
ity has  served  faithfully  and  acceptably  ever 
since.  On  August  15,  1888,  Mr.  Smith  mar- 
ried Anna  McBride  Porter,  a  daughter  of 
John  Porter,  of  Perryopolis,  and  their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Nettie 
Porter,  born  July  13,  1889,  and  Howard  Ran- 
som, born  January  3,  1895.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  Mr.  Smith  is  a  respected  citizen  of 
Dawson.  Mr.  Smith  removed  in  1888  to 
Dawson,  where  he  built  his  present  fine  resi- 
dence in  1891.     He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics 


and  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers. 

William  Theodore;  Dom,  the  genial  and 
popular  proprietor  of  the  Central  hotel,  of 
Dawson,  was  born  at  Wellcrsburg,  Somerset 
county,  Pennsylvania,  August  10,  1844,  and 
is  the  youngest  son  of  Philip  and  Margaret 
(Gearhart)  Dom,  both  natives  of  Germany. 
Philip  Dom  left  the  "Fatherland"  in  1824, 
and  came  to  Somerset  county,  where  he  first 
located  at  Berlin  and  worked  at  his  trade  of 
tailoring.  Later  he  removed  to  Wellersburg 
and  embarked  in  the  hotel  business,  which  he 
conducted  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1872.  Philip  and  Margaret  Dom  had  eight 
children :  Henry,  who  went  west  and  has 
never  been  heard  from  since ;  Ellen,  now 
Mrs.  Harrison  H.  Null,  of  Greensburg,  Pa. ; 
Josiah,  a  resident  of  Lidiana ;  Malinda,  mar- 
ried V/.  W.  Gaither,  and  both  are  deceased ; 
Oliver,  a  resident  of  Ellerslie,  this  State; 
Leonard  A.,  of  Phillipsburg,  Pa. ;  Louis  G., 
a  resident  of  Myersdale,  Somerset  county, 
and  William  T.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
William  Theodore  Dom  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace  and 
assisted  his  father  in  the  hotel  business  until 
he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  then 
took  a  commercial  course  at  the  Iron  City 
Business  college  at  Pittsburg,  and  became  a 
clerk  in  a  store  at  Greensburg,  Pa.,  where  he 
opened  a  store  for  himself  in  1869,  which  he 
conducted  until  1875,  when  he  accepted  the 
position  of  bookkeeper  for  Hogsett,  Hanna 
&  Co.,  at  Lemont,  this  county.  Pie  resigned 
in  1879  to  become  superintendent  of  J.  W. 
Moore  &  Co.'s  coke  and  coal  plant  at  Brown- 
iield,  and  seven  years  later,  in  1886,  resigned 
this  position  to  open  a  bank  at  Dawson, 
which  he  conducted  until  1892,  when  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Dawson  was  established. 
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and  he  closed  his  hanking  operations  to  open 
his  present  liotel.  He  is  energetic,  active  and 
useful,  and  with  his  entire  family  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Greensburg  Presbyterian 
church.  On  October  3,  1872,  I\Ir.  Dom  mar- 
ried Eliza  J.,  a  daughter  of  John  McCul- 
lough,  of  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  county, 
and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children:  William  T..  an  attorney-at-law  of 
Greensburg,  who  was  acting  sergeant-major 
of  the  famous  fighting  Tenth  Pennsjdvania 
Regiment  when  it  went  to  the  Philippine  Is- 
lands ;  John  M.,  a  graduate  in  civil  engineer- 
ing at  the  State  college,  and  now  engaged  in 
the  general  insurance  business  at  Connells- 
ville,  and  Welty  ^L,  now  a  clerk  in  the  in- 
surance office  of  Dom  &  Co. 

James  Henry  Clark,  an  energetic  and  ef- 
ficient locomotive  engineer  of  Dawson,  was 
born  at  Alount  Savage,  Md.,  May  2,  1847, 
and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Jane  Clark,  both 
natives  of  Ireland.  He  attended  the  neigh- 
borhood schools  of  his  home  imtil  twelve 
years  of  age  and  then  worked  on  nearby 
farms  as  a  day  hand  until  the  commencement 
of  the  late  Civil  war,  when  he  raised  a  com- 
pany of  men  whose  business  it  was  to  search 
for  stolen  Confederate  horses.  Later  the 
company  was  mustered  into  the  Third  Vir- 
ginia Confederate  Cavalry,  and  at  the  end  of 
si.x  months'  hard  service  he  received  a  dan- 
gerous wound  in  the  head,  for  which  he  was 
discharged  for  physical  disability.  Returning 
home  he  was  variously  employed  until  1865, 
when  he  became  a  section  hand  on  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  railroad.  One  year  later  he 
became  fireman,  and  after  two  years'  service 
was  placed  as  engineer  on  a  hoisting  ma- 
chine on  the  Connellsville  division  during  its 
construction.  He  then  served  as  a  section 
foreman ;  was  in  mining  work  for  a  time  and 


came  on  the  P.  &  L.  E.  railroad  as  a  section 
hand,  but  was  soon  placed  as  hostler  in  the 
round  house.  Shortly  thereafter  he  became 
a  fireman  on  the  road,  and  in  1890  was  pro- 
moted to  his  present  position  of  engineer. 
Mr.  Clark  is  an  efficient  engineer.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  has  been  a  member 
for  some  years  of  Division  148,  Brotherhood 
of  Locomotive  Engineers.  On  February  22, 
1866,  Mr.  Clarl:  married  Catherine  Lynch, 
and  to  their  union  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren: Henry  and  Margaret,  who  are  de- 
ceased ;  ]\Iary,  Loretta  and  Sarah  J. 

JoHx  Parkhill  Shai,i,f,nberger,  sales- 
man for  the  firm  of  James  Cochran  Sons  & 
Co.,  of  Vanderbilt,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  was 
born  October  8,  1856,  in  the  town  of  East 
Liberty.  He  is  a  son  of  Abraham  and  An- 
gelina (McBurney)  Shallenberger.  Abraham 
Shallenberger  was  born  near  Broad  Ford  in 
Fayette  county,  January  30,  1824.  He  boated 
sand  and  stone  for  many  years  down  the 
river ;  was  also  a  farmer  and  dealer  in  horses 
and  cattle  and  was  an  active  and  successful 
trader.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  Abra- 
ham Shallenberger,  who  owned  a  large  farm 
and  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith.  He  was  a 
native  of  Fayette  county.  He  owned  and  ran 
a  shop  near  Broad  Ford,  Fayette  county. 
The  Shallenbergers  are  of  German  descent, 
and  are  pioneers  of  the  county.  Angelina 
(McBurney)  Shallenberger,  the  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert and  Malissa  (Wilgus)  McBurney,  of  East 
Liberty,  Fayette  county.  The  great-grand- 
father was  Robert  McBurney,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  who  came  to  this  country  about  the 
period  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  landed 
in  Baltimore,  Md.  He  married,  April  5, 
1797,  !Miss  Annie  Burford,  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, and  a  lady  of  royal  descent.   They  located 
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in  East  Liberty,  Fayette  county,  about  1798. 
Eleven  children  were  born  to  Abraham  and 
Angelina  Shallenberger :  John  P.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  (the  oldest) ;  Sarah,  Mahssa, 
died  when  one  year  old;  Amanda  Jane,  wife 
of  Samuel  J.  Moore,  of  Lexington,  Ky. ;  Eliz- 
abeth, wife  of  Charles  Martin,  of  Connells- 
ville,  Fayette  county.  Pa. ;  Mary  Katherine, 
wife  of  Ulysses  Grant  Blair,  residing  near 
Perryopolis,  Fayette  county,  Pa. ;  Carrie, 
died  when  a  mere  child ;  Frances,  wife  of 
Grant  Leighty,  of  Dunbar  township ;  Robert 
McBurne}',  married  Miss  Lou  Means,  of 
Fayette  county,  and  resides  at  East  Liberty; 
Abraham  A.,  is  single  and  resides  with  his 
mother  at  Vanderbilt ;  Harry,  single,  resides 
with  his  mother.  The  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  died  July  12,  1895,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  The  mother  of  Mr. 
Shallenberger  resides  at  Vanderbilt,  and  is 
sixty-one  years  old.  The  parents  and  nearly 
all  the  family  were,  and  are  members  of  the 
Disciple  church  at  Vanderbilt.  Mr.  Shallen- 
■  berger  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Vanderbilt.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age 
he  left  school  to  engage  in  farming.  He 
worked  two  years  in  the  store  of  John 
D.  Frisbee.  He  spent  three  years  traveling 
and  in  that  time  was  over  twenty-three 
States.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  W. 
J.  Rainey,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  for  eight  or  nine  years.  He 
has  been  in  the  employ  of  James  Cochran 
Sons  &  Co.  for  eight  years,  except  one 
year  of  the  time  when  he  was  appointed 
by  the  commissioners  of  Fayette  county 
as  mercantile  appraiser  for  the  county. 
Mr.  Shallcnlicrger  is  a  member  of  and 
deacon  in  the  Christian  church  at  Van- 
derbilt, and  is  a  member  of  the  Junior  Order 
of  American  Mechanics,  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
the  Knigiits  of  the  Mj-stic  Chain  and  Order 


of  Americus.  Mr.  Shallenberger,  as  were  his 
ancestors  on  both  sides,  is  a  Democrat.  He 
married  Miss  Carrie  Winter  Bogardus, 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Phoebe  (Lincoln)  Bo- 
gardus,  of  Uniontown.  Four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shallenberger:  Edith,  Phoebe, 
William  Franklin  and  Herbert  Moore.  Mr. 
Shallenberger  is  a  member  of  one  of  Fayette 
county's  oldest,  best  and  most  respected  fam- 
ilies, and  he  is  a  man  of  pleasant  address  and 
strong  business  judgment. 

William  Blaney,  a  farmer  and  civil  engi- 
neer of  Perry  township,  is  a  son  of  the  late 
John  H.  and  Mary  (Parkhill)  Blaney,  and  was 
born  and  reared  in  Perry  township.  Captain 
Samuel  Blaney,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  He  was  born  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  reared  in  New  York  city  and 
was  a  sea  captain  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
married  Margaret  Foy,  of  New  York  city, 
and  soon  after,  abandoning  the  sea,  they  emi- 
grated to  Western  Pennsylvania,  settling 
first  in  Uniontown,  Fayette  county,  in  which 
town  and  county  he  taught  school  for  many 
years,  being  considered  par  excellent  in  his 
day.  To  them  were  born  five  children,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  some  lived 
to  maturity.  Captain  Blaney  died  in  1843, 
and  ^Margaret,  his  wife,  died  in  1S59,  both 
liaving  attained  a  ripe  old  age.  John  H.  Bla- 
ney, third  son  of  Captain  and  Margaret  Bla- 
ney, was  born  December  24,  1803,  and  died 
in  1887.  He  was  married  in  January,  1831,  to 
Mary  Parkhill,  eldest  daughter  of  James  and 
Sarah  (Smith)  Parkhill.  She  died  in  1885, 
aged  nearly  eighty-three  years.  To  them 
were  born  five  children :  Mary  J.,  born  in 
1832;  Margaret,  born  in  1833,  and  died  in 
1897;  Sarah  (Campbell),  born  in  1835,  and 
died  in  1887,  leaving  one  son,  J.  Clark  Camp- 
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bell;  William  (subject),  born  in  July,  1837, 
and  Adaline,  born  July  11,  1841,  and  died 
July  28,  1844.  \Mlliam  Blaney  received  his 
education  in  the  conunon  schools,  Laurel 
Hill  acadeni)-  and  Aladison  college,  at  Union- 
town.  Leaving  school  he  took  up  civil  engi- 
nering  and  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 
He  was  married  to  Eliza  Ann  Campbell, 
April  7,  1864,  who  died  June  6,  1870.  To  this 
union  there  were  born  two  sons :  John  C, 
born  May  22,  1865,  married  Lida  Crow,  of 
German  township ;  and  Robert  B.,  born 
iSIarch  29,  1867,  married  Laura  Farrell,  of 
Perry  township.  In  December,  1873,  ilr. 
Blaney  married  ]\Iary  A.  Burch,  daughter  of 
John  and  jNIartha  Burch,  deceased.  Mr.  Bla- 
ney has  followed  stirveying  and  farming  for 
upwards  of  forty  years,  in  which  time  he  has 
been  fairly  successful,  having  acquired  about 
three  hundred  acres  of  well  improved  lands 
in  this  and  Washington  counties.  He  is  a 
man  of  strictly  moral  habits,  and  adheres  to 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

John  H.  Davidsox,  ^l.  D.,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing physicians  of  Fayette  county,  has  been  a 
resident  and  practitioner  of  Perryopolis  for 
the  last  thirty  years.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Rev.  Jacob  and  Hannah  (Kelley)  Davidson, 
and  was  born  two  miles  east  of  Brownsville 
at  the  old  Basil  Brown  pike  tavern  stand,  in 
Redstone  township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, November  15,  1845.  The  Davidsons 
are  of  English  lineage,  and  the  doctor's 
father,  Rev.  Jacob  Davidson,  was  a  son  of 
Jacob  Davidson,  who  left  England  at  an  early 
age  with  his  father,  a  minister  of  the  gospel, 
to  settle  in  Philadelphia.  Jacob  Davidson 
married  j\Iary  Young,  of  Franklin  county, 
and  in  1837  settled  near  Brownsville,  on  the 
Basil  Brown  farm.  He  was  a  buhrmaker  by 
trade,  owned  a  large  amoimt  of  land  and  con- 


siderable stock  in  the  Monongahela  Bank  of 
Brownsville,  of  which  he  was  a  director,  and 
died  April  15,  1856,  at  seventy-four  years  of 
age.  His  son.  Rev.  Jacob  Davidson,  was 
born  in  Westmoreland  county,  and  came  to 
the  Basil  Brown  farm,  where  he  died  in  1858. 
He  was  a  successful  farmer,  noted  for  hon- 
esty and  piety,  and  served  for  a  number  of 
years  as  a  local  minister  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren church.  On  June  2,  1835,  Rev.  Jacob  Da- 
vidson married  Hannah  Kelley,  whose  father, 
Jacob  Kelley,  was  a  native  of  England  and  a 
resident  of  Westmoreland  county.  To  their 
union  were  born  the  following  ten  children, 
of  whom  eight  are  living:  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried John  Rice,  November  2,  1855 ;  Kate, 
married  Benton  Bennett,  January  23,  1867; 
Lou,  married  January  3,  1871,  to  James  F. 
Grable ;  Dr.  John  H.,  Haddie,  wedded  Jesse 
Coldren,  July  24,  1873;  Anna,  married  No- 
vember 12,  1874,  to  Luther  Noble ;  Amos  W., 
married  Maggie  Vernon,  on  ]May  29,  1878; 
Ada,  who  married  A.  J.  Nixon,  and  Eliza- 
beth, wedded  Otho  Brashear,  March  12,  1862. 
Of  two  children  deceased,  one  died  in  infancy. 
Dr.  John  H.  Davidson  spent  his  early  years 
of  life  on  the  home  farm,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  Dun- 
lap's  Creek  academy.  He  read  medicine 
with  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Chalfant,  of  Upper  Mid- 
dletown,  was  graduated  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Western  Reserve  university 
of  Cleveland,  O.,  wath  the  class  of  1870,  and 
practiced  with  his  preceptor  for  two  years 
subsequently.  He  then,  in  December,  1872, 
located  at  Perryopolis,  where  he  has  re- 
sided continuously  ever  since  and  practiced 
his  profession  with  marked  success.  Decem- 
ber 26,  i87i,Dr.  Davidson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Chilnissae  J.  Chalfant,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  S.  B.  and  Elizabeth 
Chalfant,   and   died   June   27,    1877,    leaving 
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a  son,  Clayton  Torrence,  now  an  active  busi- 
ness man  and  a  member  of  the  Perryopolis 
Supply  Co.,  who  was  born  August  ii,  1873; 
graduated  in  1870  from  the  Western  Reserve 
university,  and  on  October  13.  1896,  married 
Elsie  V.  Townsend,  and  their  son,  born  Jan- 
uary 8,  1899,  died  June  13,  1899.  Dr.  John 
H.  Davidson  wedded  for  his  second  wife,  Jan- 
uary 10,  1881,  Mary  E.  Chalfant,  sister  of  his 
former  wife.  Dr.  Davidson  is  blessed  with 
that  rare  qualification  of  good  practical  com- 
mon sense  in  connection  with  intellectual  and 
medical  ability,  and  thus  started  into  the 
practice  of  his  profession  with  an  unusual  de- 
gree of  success  which  has  accompanied  him 
through  life.  Skilful  and  successful  as  a  phy- 
sician, able  as  a  financier,  and  well  respected 
as  a  citizen,  he  is  a  man  of  means  and  influ- 
ence in  Fayette  county  and  Southwestern 
Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Davidson  has  been  ac- 
tively identified  with  the  interests  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  Fayette  county;  has  served 
as  a  member  of  the  cotmty  committee  and  as 
a  delegate  to  various  conventions.  He  has 
not  been  an  aspirant  for  political  preferment, 
but  has  rendered  efficient  service  as  a  school 
director  in  his  township.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  M.  E.  church  of  Perryopolis,  and  has 
been  one  of  its  board  of  trustees  since  1873. 
He  is  president  of  the  Perryopolis  Banking 
Company  and  of  the  Perry  Coal  Company, 
and  has  other  interests  that  have  been  con- 
tributory to  the  business  growth  of  the  coun- 
ty. Dr.  Davidson  is  a  member  of  Gummert 
Lodge,  No.  252,  F.  and  A.  M.;  Union  Chap- 
ter, No.  165,  R.  A.  M.;  Uniontown  Com- 
mandery,  No.  49,  K.  T. ;  Pennsylvania  Sov- 
ereign Grand  Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S.,  32° ; 
and  Syria  Tcni]de,  A.  A.  O.  N.  3.1,  S. 

E.  H.  Williams,  one  of  the  young  busi- 
ness men  of  Perryopolis,  is  a  son  of  Edward 


J.  and  Jane  (Wilkins)  Williams,  and  was  born 
in  Llanley,  Wales,  September  22,  1873.  His 
grandfather,  Benjamin  Williams,  was  a  tin 
refiner  by  trade.  His  father  is  also  a  tin  re- 
finer, and  came  to  Penns)'lvania  about  1881. 
Edward  J.  Williams  married  Jane  Wilkins  in 
Wales,  and  had  seven  children;  William,  who 
remained  in  Wales ;  Benjamin,  of  Greenville, 
Pa. ;  Thomas,  living  in  Youngstown,  O. ;  Da- 
vid C,  general  manager  for  the  Perry  Coal 
Company  at  Banning;  Sadie,  wife  of  A.  T. 
Spear,  of  Port  Royal,  Pa. ;  E.  H.  (subject), 
and  John,  deceased.  E.  H.  Williams  when 
a  mere  child  was  brought  to  Pennsylvania 
by  his  parents.  He  received  his  education  in 
Mercer  county,  and  at  an  early  age  com- 
menced life  for  himself.  He  was  variously 
engaged  until  1S94,  when  he  became  outside 
foreman  for  the  Youghiogheny  Coal  Co.,  and 
four  years  later,  in  October,  1898,  he  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  shipping  clerk  for  the 
Johnstown  Coal  Company's  works  at  Fayette 
City.  In  the  meantime  he  had  concluded  to 
embark  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  in 
April,  1899,  resigned  his  position  to  open  his 
present  general  mercantile  establishment  at 
Perryopolis.  He  is  pleasant  and  courteous 
and  has  already  built  up  a  good  patronage. 
Pie  votes  for  principle — not  party,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church.  On  Septem- 
ber 29,  1897,  Mr.  Williams  married  Reba 
Harris,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Kate  (Coch- 
ran) Harris,  of  Perry  township.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  a  son  named 
David  Warner  Williams,  born  November  5, 
1S98. 

Dr.  Jamls  F.STi'.t'  Wiiitsitt,  of  Perry- 
opolis, Perry  township,  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
who  has  practiced  medicine  for  nearly  half  a 
century,  is  a  son  of  the  late  Ralph  C.  and  Ra- 
chel (Estep)  Whitsitt,  and  was  born  in  Port 


AXD   HISTORICAL  REFERENCE  BOOK   OF  FAYETTE   COUNTY. 


UK 


Ro)'al,  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
April  27,  1828.  The  Whitsitt  family  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  origin.  The  doctor's  paternal 
grandfather,  William  Whitsitt,  and  two  of  his 
brothers,  Joseph  and  John,  came  about  1770 
to  the  site  of  Harrisburg,  then  known  as  John 
Harris'  Ferry,  and  were  among  the  early  set- 
tlers in  the  lower  Susquehanna  valle}",  then 
subject  to  Indian  raids  and  depredations. 
These  brothers  were  energetic  and  fearless 
frontiersmen,  and  erected  a  flouring  mill, 
which  was  destroyed  by  the  Indians  in  a  raid 
in  which  they  burned  the  houses  of  the  in- 
fant settlement  and  massacred  many  of  its 
residents.  The  Whitsitt  brothers  fought 
bravely  in  this  dreadful  carnage  and  escaped 
unhurt.  They  then  pushed  westward  to 
Hannastown,  in  Westmoreland  county, 
where  William  Whitsitt  became  a  noted  In- 
dian scout  and  spy  on  the  western  confines  of 
civilization,  the  field  of  his  operations  being 
the  present  territory  of  Washington,  Fayette 
and  Greene  counties,  and  many  a  pioneer 
family  felt  secure  and  slept  soundly  when 
they  knew  he  was  on  his  rounds.  He  often 
gave  warning  of  Indian  war  parties,  and  en- 
abled the  settlers  to  reach  the  forts  before  the 
red  men  reached  their  homes.  He  was  in  the 
thick  of  the  fight  at  the  burning  of  Hannas- 
town by  the  Indians  in  1781,  and  afterwards 
married  a  niece  of  Colonel  William  Craw- 
ford, settling  at  Stewart's  Crossing,  having 
a  house  near  the  site  of  the  New  Haven  Rail- 
road depot.  Some  years  later  he  went  by 
boat  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  purchased  a  log- 
inn  and  wagon  yard  and  the  lots  between 
Wood  and  Smithfield  streets,  which  he  sold 
later  for  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars, 
and  bought  a  Jack's  run  farm  near  Dixmont, 
where  Ralph  C.  Whitsitt,  the  youngest  of  his 
thirteen  children,  and  the  father  of  Dr.  Whit- 
sitt, was  born  in   1801.     Ralph   C.  Whitsitt 


sold  the  farm,  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  West  Newton  for  some  time, 
moved  to  Port  Royal  and  then  came  to  near 
the  site  of  Whitsitt  station,  where  he  estali- 
lished  a  shovel  factory,  a  flouring  mill  and  a 
store,  and  was  successful  in  his  mercantile 
enterprise  and  manufacturing  industries.  He 
was  a  man  of  action,  a  natural  leader  in  any 
enterprise,  and  lived  to  see  his  ninety-second 
birthday,  dying  in  1893.  Ralph  C.  Whitsitt  in 
1826  married  Rachel  Estep,  a  daughter  of 
Rev.  James  Estep,  il.  D.,  D.  D.,  a  well  known 
and  celebrated  Baptist  minister.  They  had 
the  following  children :  James  E.,  born  April 
27,  1828;  Roxana,  born  September  10,  1829; 
William  W.,  born  September  13,  1831,  and 
now  a  druggist  at  Fayette  City;  Drusilla  K., 
born  October  5,  1833,  married  Rev.  O.  P. 
Miller,  D.  D.,  and  now  deceased;  Dr.  Ralph 
C,  born  November  10,  1835,  and  died  in 
1880;  David  P.,  born  November  7,  1837,  and 
died  in  infancy ;  David  P.  (the  second),  coal 
merchant  of  Indiana,  born  February  2,  1S39; 
Walter  S.,  born  July  6,  1841,  and  died  in 
boyhood;  Narcissus  C,  born  January  18, 
1845;,  I^r.  Albinus,  born  January  12,  1848, 
and  resides  on  the  old  homestead ;  Emily  D., 
born  October  i,  1850,  and  died  in  infancy; 
and  Henry  B.,  born  May  31,  1852,  an  orange 
grower  of  Florida.  Dr.  James  E.  Whitsitt 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  Connellsville 
Academic  school  and  Madison  and  Wash- 
ington colleges.  He  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  in  1846,  was  graduated  from  the 
Cleveland  Medical  university  in  1858.  and 
practiced  successively  in  Greene  county  for 
one  year,  in  Washington  county  for  twelve 
years  and  at  Bethany,  W.  Va.,  for  nineteen 
years.  Leaving  Bethany  in  1888,  he  came  to 
Perryopolis,  where  he  has  been  in  active  and 
successful  practice  ever  since.     Dr.  Whitsitt 
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was  a  member  for  some  time  of  the  Washing- 
ton County  and  the  West  Virginia  State 
Medical  associations,  and  has  been  elected  as 
a  member  of  the  Fayette  County  (Pa.)  Medi- 
cal society.  Dr.  Whitsitt  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  of  the  Rebehion  recruited  the 
Washington  Cavalry  Company  at  Beallsville, 
Washington  county,  and  as  its  captain  took 
it  into  the  Union  service.     Dr.  Whitsitt,  in 

1855,  married  Clara  B.  Martin,  a  daughter  of 
the  late  John  F.  Martin,  who  was  a  promi- 
nent business  man  and  large  glass  manufac- 
turer of  Perryopolis  for  over  twenty-five 
years.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Whitsitt  were  born 
seven    children:     Emma   J.,   born   March   4, 

1856,  and  on  January  i,  1889,  married  M.  M. 
Cochran,  now  of  Uniontown;  Emma  J. 
Cochran  graduated  from  Washington  semi- 
nary; Dr.  Charles  C,  born  February  19, 
1858,  educated  at  Bethany  college,  graduated 
from  Ohio  Medical  college,  practicing  phy- 
sician in  Ohio,  where  he  married  Rosa  L. 
Jones;  Anna  L.,  born  November  18,  i860, 
and  died  in  infancy;  Olive  M.,  born  January 
10,  1865,  and  died  in  infancy;  Virginia  K., 
l.)orn  February  27,  1869,  and  died  in  child- 
hood; Ralph  D.,  born  October  6,  1871,  and 
died  in  infancy;  and  John  W.,  who  was  born 
January  i,  1876,  and  is  now  a  student  in 
Western  Pennsylvania  Medical  college.  Dr. 
Whitsitt  is  an  experienced  and  skilful  physi- 
cian, and  a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 
]-)r.  J.  E.  Whitsitt  has  always  stood  for  the 
l)cst  interests  of  his  profession,  and  has  ever 
labored  for  the  advancement  of  medical  sci- 
ence and  llio  promotion  of  the  public  health. 

J.\MKS  MuRPiiY,  an  old  merchant  and  well 
respected  citizen  of  Perryopolis,  is  a  son  of 
llie  laic  John  and  Mary  (Allen)  Murphy,  and 
was  born  in  Jefferson  township,  Fayette 
county,  Penn.sylvania,  February  4,  1819.    He 


was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  attended 
the  old  subscription  schools  when  in  their 
last  days,  and  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter, 
which  he  followed  for  some  years  in  the 
country  and  in  Uniontown  and  Brownsville. 
He  assisted  in  building  some  of  the  hand- 
somest residences  of  those  towns  at  that  day. 
In  1858  Mr.  Murphy  removed  to  Perryopolis' 
and  embarked  in  the  general  mercantile  bus- 
iness which  he  has  followed  ever  since.  He 
has  always  been  cheerful  and  genial,  has 
never  failed  to  meet  his  obligations,  and  has 
a  large  circle  of  friends.  He  is  a  Republi- 
can, and  a  Presbyterian,  his  church  member- 
ship extending  over  a  period  of  forty  years. 
Mr.  Murphy,  in  1844,  married  Mercilla  Wat- 
son, and  they  had  one  child,  a  son,  who  was 
born  in  1845  ^'^^  died  in  1851,  at  six  years  of 
age.  Mrs.  Murphy  was  a  worthy  woman  who 
aided  and  encouraged  her  husband,  and  who 
was  called  from  time  to  eternity  in  1895. 
The  Murphy  family  is  of  Irish  lineage  and 
Henry  Murphy,  the  grandfather  of  James 
Murphy,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came 
to  New  Jersey  prior  to  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  afterwards  founded  a  home  in  Fay- 
ette county,  in  a  section  that  was  then  a  wil- 
derness. Of  his  children,  one  was  John  Mur- 
phy, who  lived  and  died  in  Perry  township. 
John  Murphy  married  Mary  Allen,  and  their 
children  were :  Eliza,  Thomas,  Allen,  John- 
son, Henr_v,  James  (subject),  Mary,  Henry 
L.,  Susan,  Andrew  and  David.  Of  these  chil- 
dren, all  are  dead,  except  Henry  L.  and  An- 
<lrcw,  who  occupy  the  home  farm,  and  James, 
whose  name  apj^ears  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch. 

TiioM.vs  Carson-  Hixr:NB.\uc.H,  an  experi- 
enced mechanic  and  veteran  soldier,  of  Per- 
ryopolis, is  the  third  living  son  of  the  late 
Adam  and  Annie  (Carson)  Hixenbaugh,  and 
was  born  January  23,  1841,  in  Perry  town- 
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ship,  P'ayette  comity,  Pennsylvania.  His 
great-grandfather,  Jolm  Hixenbaugh,  came 
from  Germany  to  Western  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  had  numerous  encounters  with  In- 
dians and  fought  in  the  Revohitionary  war. 
Of  his  sons,  John  Hixenbaugh,  Sr.,  came  in 
1818  from  Greene  county,  and  settled  on  a 
part  of  the  Washington  farm  near  Perryopo- 
lis.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He  was  the  father  of  Adam  Hixenbaugh, 
who  was  born  in  Greene  county,  and  fol- 
lowed blacksmithing.  Adam  Hixenbaugh,  in 
1830,  married  Annie  Carson.  To  their  union 
were  born  twenty-one  children,  of  whom  elev- 
en grew  to  maturity:  Kate, Martin, Henry  G., 
Thomas  C.  (subject),  Elizabeth,  Ellen,  Annie, 
Arthur  (a  twin),  Celia,  Estella  and  George. 
Thomas  C.  Hixenbaugh  was  reared  at  Perry- 
opolis,  attended  the  common  schools  and 
learned  with  his  father  the  trade  of  black- 
smith, which  he  followed  until  1S63,  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Twenty-second 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  Civil  war,  being  at  Gett3fsburg 
and  all  the  other  great  battles  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  under  jNIeade  and  Grant,  and 
in  Sheridan's  great  raid  through  the  valley 
of  Virginia.  He  fought  bravely,  was  wound- 
ed three  times,  having  his  hip  dislocated  at 
Brown's  school-house,  and  being  left  for  dead 
on  the  field  on  July  3,  1864.  Returning  from 
the  army  he  resumed  his  trade  at  Perry- 
opolis,  where  he  has  conducted  a  blacksmith 
shop  ever  since.  He  is  a  Democrat  political- 
ly, and  has  followed  his  trade  at  Perryopolis 
for  forty-nine  years.  May  3,  1866,  Thomas 
C.  Hixenbaugh  married  Margaret  E.  Sisley, 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Boden)  Sisley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hixenbaugh 
had  six  children:  Alary,  born  December  12, 
1867,  and  died  in  infancy ;  Lulu,  born  Febru- 
ary 12,  1868,  and  died  in  childhood ;  Lizzie 


E.,  born  May  28,  1871,  married  Harry  Luce, 
in  1885,  and  they  have  eight  children;  Ethel- 
bert,  born  June  28,  1873,  and  now  in  a  West- 
ern State ;  Orville  O.,  born  May  8,  1876,  and 
a  partner  in  blacksmithing  with  his  father ; 
and  Adam  E.,  born  October  4,  1878,  and  now 
in  Iowa.  j\Irs.  T.  C.  Hixenbaugh  died  in 
1879.  Mr.  Hixenbaugh,  on  September  26, 
1885,  wedded  Mary  Eurith  Crow,  a  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Crow, 
of  Fayette  county.  By  his  second  marriage 
Mr.  Hixenbaugh  has  had  two  children :  Ches- 
ter C,  born  January  8,  1887,  and  Charles  H., 
who  was  born  May  3,  1890,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 16,  1891. 

William  H.  Hopkixs,  an  old  citizen  and 
well  known  merchant  of  Perryopolis,  is  the 
second  son  of  the  late  H.  E.  and  Rebecca 
(Strawn)  Hopkins,  and  was  born  September 
27,  1828,  in  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  county, 
Ohio.  H.  E.  Hopkins  was  a  man  of  remark- 
able energy  and  business  ability.  He  was  a 
native  of  New  York,  but  was  reared  in  Cin- 
cinnati, where  he  assisted  his  father,  Elliott 
Hopkins,  in  editing  and  managing  a  paper. 
Later  he  conducted  a  paper  at  Aurora,  Ind., 
for  some  years,  and  then  served  as  city  mar- 
shal and  deputy  sheriff  of  Cincinnati  for  a 
number  of  years.  Mr.  Hopkins  married  Re- 
becca Strawn,  and  had  seven  children,  all 
sons:  James  E.,  born  in  1826,  and  resides 
at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa ;  William  H.  (sub- 
ject);  Benjamin  F.,  born  in  1831,  now  a  re- 
tired merchant  of  Sandusky,  Ohio;  George 
E.,  born  in  1835,  and  died  in  infancy;  Joel 
S.,  born  in  1840,  at  Perryopolis,  and  fore- 
man of  the  mailing  department  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati "Post;"  Hannibal  M.,  born  in  1842, 
and  a  retired  business  man  of  Dayton,  Ohio : 
and  Joseph,  who  died  in  childhood.  William 
H.  Hopkins  was  reared  and  received  his  ed- 
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iication  in  the  "Queen  City  of  the  West,"  and 
learned  the  trade  of  wagon  making,  receiv- 
ing three  dollars  per  month,  while  an  ap- 
prentice, with  five  dollars  as  a  freedom  gift 
when  he  completed  his  apprenticeship.  He 
then  followed  his  trade  for  eighteen  years  at 
Pcrryopolis,  next  spending  eight  years  on  a 
farm,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time,  in  1867, 
engaged  in  his  present  general  mercantile 
business  at  Perryopolis.  As  a  business  man 
JNIr.  Hopkins  was  very  successful.  He  owns 
a  fine  residence,  a  heavily  stocked  and  well- 
patronized  store,  and  four  houses  and  eight 
lots  in  Perryopolis.  with  two  good  Perry 
township  farms,  aggregating  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  acres  of  land,  besides  notes  and 
bank  stocks.  He  is  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat, 
an.d  has  held  every  township  office  at  differ- 
ent times  within  the  last  forty  years.  He  is 
not  a  church  member,  but  regards  highly  the 
religious  and  educational  growth  of  his  town. 
William  H.  Hopkins,  in  1850,  married  Re- 
liecca  J.  Jeffries,  and  to  their  union  were 
■l)orn  five  children:  John  A.,  born  February 
12,  1853,  now  engaged  in  the  general  mer- 
cantile business  with  his  father;  Henrj'  A., 
l)orn  in  1859,  '^"'^  "^liefl  iu  childhood;  William 
J.,  born  in  1863,  and  died  in  infancy;  and 
William  H.,  Jr.,  born  in  1865,  and  James, 
born  in  1866,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Hopkins  died  m  1868,  and  Mr.  Hopkins 
wedded  for  his  second  wife,  Nancy  J.  Lynch, 
u  daughter  of  the  late  Robert  and  Sarah 
Ivvnch.  By  his  second  marriage  j\lr.  Hop- 
kins has  three  children:  Harry,  born  Octo- 
ber 4,  1870,  and  now  an  undertaker;  Bertha, 
born  in  18S0,  and  Mary,  born  in  1883. 

David  Sticki;i..  merchant,  farmer  and  liv- 
rryman,  of  Perryopolis,  was  born  in  Perry 
iownshi]i,  I'^aycttc  county,  I^ennsylvania, 
September  4,   1837.     He  is  a  son  of  the  late 


George  Stickel,  who  was  an  honest  and  hard 
working  man,  and  came  to  Perry  township 
about  a  century  ago,  and  settled  on  a  part 
of  the  George  Washington  lands  near  where 
the  Washington  coke  works  are  now  situat- 
ed. The  valley  in  which  George  Stickel  lo- 
cated was  named  .Stickel  valley,  after  him. 
David  Stickel  was  reared  to  hard  work,  ob- 
tained a  common  school  education,  and  has 
made  his  own  way  in  life.  He  now  owns  a 
good  store,  has  a  first-class  liver)'  and  is  en- 
gaged to  a  considerable  extent  in  farming. 
He  is  a  Democrat  politically,  but  no  politi- 
cian, and  gives  his  time  chiefly  to  his  dififer- 
ent  business  enterprises.  In  1857  David 
Stickel  married  Margaret  McLain,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Mary  McLain.  To  their 
union  were  born  four  sons :  George  F.,  born 
February  2,  1858,  a  partner  with  his  father 
in  the  mercantile  business,  who,  on  June  16, 
1896,  wedded  Annie  B.  Nutt,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  the  late  William  and  ]\Iary  (Mc- 
Cuen)  Nutt  (Mrs.  George  F.  Stickel  was 
born  in  1865,  and  died  in  1897,  leaving  one 
child,  a  son,  which  soon  followed  her  to  the 
tomb);  John,  born  October  31,  1859,  and 
married  Annie  Forsythe ;  Harr)',  born  in 
1865,  and  Elmer  P.,  born  in  1869,  married 
Mary  Wilks,  in  1894,  and  has  two  children, 
Margaret  and  Arthur.  Mrs.  Margaret  Stick- 
el died  December  27,  1889,  and  in  1891 
David  Stickel  wedded  for  his  second  wife 
Nevada  Armstrong.  By  his  second  marriage 
Mr.  Stickel  has  two  children :  Gertrude,  born 
Alay  26,  1892,  and  David,  Jr.,  born  April  10, 
1896.  The  Stickels  origin:dly  were  of  the 
Quaker  faith. 

J.viiES  EsTEP  C.VRSON,  general  manager  of 
the  large  mercantile  establishment  of  Car- 
son &  Carr,  at  Layton,  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Thomas  aiul  Marv  (L-\-im)  Carson,  and  was 
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born  in  Perry  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  December  15,  185 1.  The  Car- 
son family  is  of  honorable  English  descent, 
and  just  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  Thomas  Carson,  Sr.,  came  to  Fayette 
county  and  married  Anna  Layton,  who  lived 
to  be  ninety-three  years  of  age,  and  after 
whose  brother,  Peter  Layton,  Layton  v.'as 
named.  Thomas,  Sr.,  and  Anna  Carson  had 
ten  children :  John,  Sarah,  Delilah,  Anna, 
Abraham,  Thomas,  James,  Allen,  Nancy,  and 
one  which  died  in  infancy.  Thomas  Carson, 
the  second  son,  was  a  farmer,  and  died  in 
1889.  In  1845  lie  married  Mary  Lynn,  a 
daughter  of  Ayres  and  Prudence  Lynn,  of 
Franklin  township,  and  to  their  union  were 
born  twelve  children :  William,  deceased ; 
Anna,  wife  of  David  L.  Powers ;  James  E. 
and  John  (twins) ;  Prudence,  residing  at 
Layton;  Mary,  wife  of  A.  Shurff;  Thomas, 
who  died  in  1889;  Katherine  C,  now  de- 
ceased; Johnson  L.,  of  near  Layton;  David, 
of  Dawson;  Andrew  L.,  of  Star  Junction; 
and  Jessie,  wife  of  Samuel  B.  Hamilton,  of 
Layton.  James  E.  Carson  was  a  farmer's 
son,  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  neighborhood.  He  then 
borrowed  money  to  learn  telegraphy,  and  af- 
ter serving  for  a  short  time  on  the  Pittsburg 
and  Connellsville  railroad,  became  telegraph 
operator  for  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road Company  at  J^ayton,  where  he  served 
continuously  for  twenty-two  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time,  in  1894,  he  became  manager 
of  the  general  mercantile  store  of  Carson  & 
Carr.  which  position  he  still  holds.  On 
July  31,  1873,  Mr.  Carson  married  Emma  D. 
Squibbs,  who  was  born  December  17,  1832, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  Isl.  and 
Sarah  (Keyster)  Squibbs.  To  ^Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carson  have  been  born  eleven  children : 
James    Albert,    died    in    childhood;     John, 


Martha,  Howard,  Nelson,  deceased;  Thomas, 
Mary,  deceased ;  Dessie  and  Frank  (twins 
and  both  dead),  and  two  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mr.  Carson  has  been  successful  in  his 
business  transactions,  and  owns  several 
houses  and  lots  at  Layton.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  served  very  acceptably 
as  postmaster  at  Layton  for  eleven  years,  be- 
sides holding  the  office  of  school  director  for 
some  length  of  time.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  American  Workmen,  in  which  lat- 
ter organization  he  holds  membership  at 
Perryopolis,  while  he  belongs  to  the  Order 
of  LTnited  \\^orkmen  at  Layton. 

Rev.  John  McIn-tire,  deceased,  was  a 
worthy  and  honored  minister  of  the  ]\L  E. 
church,  who  labored  zealously  and  well  in 
the  cause  of  his  Divine  Ivlaster.  He  was 
born  in  Armstrong  county  in  1829,  and  died 
in  Allegheny  county  in  1873.  In  i860  he 
married  Mary  Jane  King,  and  their  marriage 
was  blessed  with  four  children :  Annie  M., 
born  in  January,  1862,  married  C.  R.  Mc- 
Donald, of  Perryopolis,  and  they  have  one 
child,  whose  name  is  Paul ;  C.  W.,  was  born 
August  27,  1864,  and  he  is  in  the  gentlemen's 
furnishing  business  in  the  town  of  Turtle 
Creek,  Allegheny  county,  and  married  Jo- 
sephine Cope,  of  Perry  township;  John  E., 
born  February  2,  1870,  and  is  book-keeper 
for  Hostetter  Coke  Company,  in  Westmore- 
land county,  and  married  Carrie  Blair,  they 
have  one  child,  named  Wilbur :  and  Josiah 
K.,  resides  with  his  widowed  mother  on  the 
home  place,  and  is  a  hard  working  and  re- 
spected man,  married  Emma  Gue,  of  Perry- 
opolis, and  they  have  two  children,  Charles 
R.  and  Francis  A.  JNIrs.  Mary  J.  Mclntire 
was  born  March  19,  1836,  and  is  a  kind  and 
Christian  woman,  who  comes  of  an  honor- 
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able  family  and  bears  with  patience  and  for- 
titude the  great  loss  of  her  husband.  She 
returned  to  Fayette  county  at  the  death  of 
her  husband  and  reared  her  children,  mostly 
in  Perry  township.  Rev.  John  Mclntire  was 
reared  to  a  life  of  labor  on  a  farm  and  edu- 
cated himself  for  the  ministry,  in  which  he 
spent  the  best  years  of  his  life.  He  was  a 
Republican  but  would  take  no  part  in  the 
war  or  politics,  and  being  drafted  was  dis- 
charged on  account  of  physical  disability. 
He  was  well  read  in  the  Scriptures  and  his 
great  aim  in  life  was  to  win  souls  to  Christ. 
He  was  a  man  of  character  and  influence, 
lived  a  life  of  usefulness  and  died  with  the 
consolation  that  he  had  fought  a  good  fight 
and  had  kept  the  faith. 

Charles  L.  Stuckslagi'R,  whose  farm  ad- 
joins the  town  of  Perryopolis,  is  one  of  the 
substantial  farmers  of  Perry  township.  He 
was  born  in  Perry  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  March  i6,  1863,  and  is  a  son 
of  the  late  Henry  and  IMary  Ann  (Strawn) 
Stuckslager.  Henry  Stuckslager  was  born 
September  9,  1818,  and  died  June  9,  1885, 
and  Mary  Ann  (Strawn)  Stuckslager  was 
born  June  I,  1829,  and  died  January  30,  1880. 
Charles  L.  Stuckslager  is  of  German  descent, 
and  is  fifth  in  order  of  age  in  a  family  of  six 
children,  as  follows  :  Adaline,  wife  of  William 
Blair;  Orrel,  wife  of  W.  H.  Morrow; 
Thomas,  married  Bertha  Mason,  of  Minne- 
sota, and  resides  in  that  State ;  Sabina,  wed- 
ded Patrick  Curran,  who  died  June  13,  1898; 
Charles  L.  (subject),  and  Eliza,  who  died  in 
childhood.  Mr.  Stuckslager  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm,  received  his  education  in  the 
connnon  schools  and  has  followed  farming 
continuously  ever  since  attaining  his  majori- 
ty. To  his  own  exertions  he  is  indebted  for 
his  success,  as  he  is  practically  a  self-made 


man.  On  March  11,  1886,  Charles  L.  Stuck- 
slager married  Elvira  Stickel,  a  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Rebecca  Jane  (Marsh)  Stickel. 
Edward  Stickel  was  born  October  14,  1840, 
and  Rebecca  Jane  (Marsh)  Stickel  was  born 
January  24,  1843.  Mr.  Stickel  is  a  promi- 
nent farmer  near  Star  Junction,  and  Stickel 
valley  is  named  after  his  grandfather.  Elvira 
(Stickel)  Stuckslager,  born  January  20,  1861, 
is  the  oldest  of  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Elvira ;  John  E.,  Mariah  Bell  and  Oliver 
M.,  who  died  in  childhood ;  William  S.,  mar- 
ried Sudie  Page ;  Annie  L.,  married  Oliver 
Sisley ;  Edward  L.,  married  Lulu  Miller; 
and  Isaac  and  Harry,  who  are  single.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stuckslager  have  three  children: 
Bessie  L.,  born  April  19,  1887;  Blanche  A., 
born  January  14,  1894,  and  Beatrice  J.,  born 
March  10,  1896.  Mr.  Stuckslager  is  a  Re- 
publican and  Protestant,  and  has  served  his 
township  as  tax  collector  and  school  director. 
He  owns  and  cultivates  a  well-improved  farm 
adjoining  the  pleasant  and  prosperous  town 
of  Perryopolis,  and  he  believes  in  the  Golden 
Rule  in  practice  as  well  as  in  theory  as  the 
foundation  principle  of  business  life. 

Jacof.  S.  Elwell,  ex-county  commis- 
sioner, was  born  September  3,  1837,  on  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  half  way  on 
the  Pittsburg  and  Mclveesport  railroad,  be- 
tween Fuller  and  Whitsett  stations.  He  is 
a  son  of  Martin  and  Sarah  (Carson)  Elwell, 
and  his  father,  who  was  a  native  of  New  Jer- 
sey, crossed  the  mountains  with  his  brother 
Samuel  and  family,  in  a  wagon  drawn  by 
oxen,  and  settled  at  Warren,  Ohio,  where  he 
built  the  third  log  cabin  erected  at  that  place. 
Eater  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  where  his 
son,  Jacob  S.  Elwell,  was  born,  and  spent  his 
busy  and  useful  life.  Martin  Elwell  married 
Sarah  Carson,  a  member  of  the  old  and  well 
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known  Carson  laniily,  of  Fayette  county, 
and  to  their  union  were  born  seven  children : 
Thonia?  and  John,  who  both  died  in  boy- 
hood ;  George  W.,  was  a  brave  soldier  in  the 
Eightv-fifth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  A'olun- 
teers,  and  died  in  1862  near  Yorktown,  Ya.; 
Jacob  S.  (subject) :  and  Martin,  Sarah  Jane 
and  Martha,  all  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 
Jacob  S.  Ehvell,  born  and  reared  on  a  farm, 
formed  a  liking  for  farming,  and  after  end- 
ing his  school  days  in  the  early  common 
schools  of  Fayette  county,  became  a  farmer. 
As  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  he  has  been 
Cjuite  successful,  and  he  has  always  kept  up 
with  the  agricultural  progress  of  the  county, 
being  well  acquainted  by  observation  and  ex- 
perience with  the  needs  of  the  great  farming 
class  whose  interests  are  often  neglected  or 
injured  by  public  officials.  In  1863  J\Ir.  El- 
well  married  Mary  Freed,  born  in  1835,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Anna  (Stoner)  Freed, 
of  Lower  Tyrone  township,  and  the  eldest  of 
the  five  following  children :  Mary  (Mrs.  El- 
well)  ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Amos  Hixon,  a 
farmer  of  Lower  Tyrone  township ;  Alartha, 
married  Josiah  A.  Strickler,  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Wilkinsburg,  Alle- 
gheny county;  Joseph  S.,  a  farmer,  of  Alle- 
gheny county,  and  one  who  died  in  childhood. 
To  Mr.  and  Airs.  Elwell  have  been  born  six 
children:  Alartin  F.,  born  September  6, 
1865,  married  Addie  Luce,  and  has  five  chil- 
dren;  Charles  Boyle,  born  August  3,  1866; 
Annie,  born  July  4,  1867,  married  Dr.  Pat- 
ton,  of  Charleroi,  i'a.,  and  the}'  have  three 
children  :  Walter  \\'.,  born  March  5,  1869, 
and  is  a  carpenter  ;  Allie,  born  December  25, 
1870,  and  John  J.,  born  September  5,  1872,  a 
carpenter.  Mr.  Elwell  is  a  Jeffersonian 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  besides  holding  the 
township  office  of  school  director,  served  one 
term  as  county  commissioner.  He  is  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  M.  E.  church  and  A.  O.  U.  W.,  at 
Perryopolis.  He  is  a  man  of  business  ability 
and  experience,  and  has  settled  a  number  of 
estates  in  different  parts  of  Fayette  countv. 

Allen  Carson,  farmer,  butcher,  merchant 
and  justice  of  the  peace,  at  Perryopohs,  is  a 
son  of  Allen  and  Sarah  Jane  (Jeffries)  Car- 
son, and  was  born  in  Perry  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  October  28,  1855.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Carson,  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Greene  county,  which  he  left  at  eigh- 
teen years  of  age  to  settle  in  Perry  township. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  married  in  Fayette 
county.  Of  his  eleven  children,  one  was  Al- 
len Carson,  Sr.,  who  lived  and  died  in  his  na- 
tive township.  Allen  Carson,  Sr.,  married 
Sarah  Jane  Jeffries,  and  their  children  were : 
John  W.,  now  dead;  Caleb  J.,  of  Westmore- 
land county;  Thomas,  Annie  jind  Sarah  J.,  all 
now  deceased;  Annie  E.,  wife  of  Charles 
Martin,  of  Perry  township;  Allen  (subject); 
Hasing,  of  Perry  township  ;  James,  a  resident 
of  Perryopolis,  and  one  child  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Allen  Carson  received  a  farm  train- 
ing and  common  school  education,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  when  he  commenced  to  widen 
out  his  business  operations  by  engaging  in 
his  present  butchering  operations.  In  1891  he 
engaged  in  his  present  general  mercantile 
business  at  Perryopolis,  and  is  now  inter- 
ested in  various  lousiness  enterprises.  He 
owns  a  well  improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  acres,  carries  a  large  and  well 
selected  stock  of  merchandise  and  has  pro- 
vided ample  means  to  maintain  all  enter- 
prises in  which  he  is  engaged.  He  is  a 
Democrat  and  a  Methodist,  and  while  justly 
active  is  never  officious  in  political  or  relig- 
ious matters.     He  has  never  been  an  aspir- 
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ant  for  position  or  place,  but  has  always 
served  in  the  field  as  cheerfully  as  at  the 
council  board.  He  has  held  all  of  the  im- 
portant offices  of  his  township  and  was  elect- 
ed justice  of  the  peace  in  1895,  -which  office 
he  is  still  holding.  Squire  Carson,  on  No- 
vember 30,  1879,  married  Emma  M.,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  William  and  Elizabeth  (Har- 
ris) Luce.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
eight  children :  John  A.,  born  October  25, 
1880,  and  a  clerk  in  his  father's  store;  James 
L.,  born  August  2y,  1882;  Clarence  O.,  born 
April  5,  1885 ;  William  W.,  born  December 
II,  1S87;  Walter  J.,  born  July  15,  1889,  died 
July  21,  1891 ;  Lillie  M.,  born  December  6, 
1892,  died  November  30,  1894;  Edna  E.,  born 
September  23,  1894,  and  Nina,  born  Septem- 
ber 20,  1896. 

Dr.  a.  H.  Whitsett,  a  retired  physician, 
and  a  present  merchant  at  Whitsett,  is  a  son 
of  Ralph  C.  and  Rachel  (Estcp)  Whitsett,  and 
was  born  in  January,  1848,  in  Perrv  town- 
ship, Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania.  His 
grandfather,  William  Whitsett,  a  native  of 
Harrisburg,  was  twice  driven  from  a  western 
home  by  Indians,  and  the  second  time  at  the 
Inirning  of  Hannastown ;  he  fled  to  Fort  Pitt, 
where  he  finally  settled  on  Jack's  run,  now  a 
part  of  Pittsburg.  One  of  his  sons,  Ralph  C, 
was  born  in  Pittsburg  in  1801,  and  died  in 
Fayette  county  in  1892.  Ralph  C.  Whitsett, 
in  1826,  married  Rachel  Estep,  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  James  Estcp,  and  who  v,as  born  in  1808, 
and  died  in  1890.  Their  children  were:  Dr. 
James  E.,  a  physician  at  Perryopolis ;  I-iox- 
ana,  wife  of  John  Rice,  of  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington;  DrusiUa,  married  Rev.  O.  P.  Phillips; 
Dr.  Ralph  C,  now  deceased  ;  Odessa,  wife  of 
John  Henderson,  of  ICcntucky ;  Walter  S., 
died  at  si.xtecn  vears  of  age;  Katliorine,  de- 


ceased ;  David  P.,  engaged  in  the  coal  busi- 
ness at  Shelburne,  Ind. ;  Emma,  who  died  in 
childhood ;  Albinus  H.  (subject),  and  Henry 
G.,  an  orange  grower  of  Eustis,  Fla.  Ralph 
C.  Whitsett  built  and  operated  on  the  site  of 
Whitsett  the  first  shovel  and  pick  factor}'  in 
Fayette  county,  and  at  the  same  place  had 
an  early  grist  mill  and  a  store,  whose  goods 
he  hauled  from  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore 
over  the  old  National  Road.  He  was  a  man 
of  prominence,  importance  and  usefulness. 
A.  H.  Whitsett,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
commenced  life  for  himself  as  a  teacher,  but 
after  teaching  seven  years  read  medicine  and 
attended  lectures  for  two  years  at  the  Ohio 
Medical  college.  He  practiced  medicine  for 
five  years  in  C)hio ;  next  with  his  brother 
owned  and  operated  the  Rainbow  coal  and 
coke  works  at  Whitsett  for  some  time,  and 
was  then  in  general  mercantile  business  at 
I'erryopolis  imtil  1897.  In  that  year  he  re- 
turned to  Whitsett  and  opened  his  present 
general  mercantile  establishment.  He  is  a 
Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church :  a  man  of  observation,  experience 
and  general  information,  and  a  useful  and 
influential  citizen.  November  7,  1872,  Mr. 
Whitsett  married,  and  to  Dr.  and  Isabella 
Whitsett  there  have  been  born  five  children: 
Harry,  born  in  January,  1874,  and  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  Hattie,  born  January  9,  1876,  married 
Charles  A.  Beatty,  of  West  Newton,  West- 
moreland count}-,  anil  they  have  one  child, 
Ralph  Beatty:  Ralph  C.  born  April  7,  1879. 
and  is  general  manager  of  a  mercantile  es- 
tablishment at  Sullivan,  Ind.;  Ellis  Y.,  born 
September  29,  1881,  and  lives  at  Shelburne, 
Ind.,  and  Belle,  born  February  2,  1892,  Mrs. 
Whitsett  died  in  1892,  and  Mr..  Whitsett  on 
February  16.  1893,  wedded  Mctoria  Luce,  a 
daughter  of  David  P.   Luce,  of  Pcrryopoi;s. 
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By  tlie  second  marriage  he  has  two  children : 
Albinus  H.,  Jr.,  born  September  i6,  1896, 
and  Robert  Luce,  born  July  3,  it 


Hugh  H.  Pattersox,  one  of  Perry  town- 
ship's enterprising-  and  progressive  farmers, 
is  of  English  and  Irish  lineage,  and  a  son  of 
the  late  James  H.  and  Jane  (Smith)  Patterson, 
whose  children  were :  Robert,  Hugh  H.,  John 
P.,  deceased ;  William,  Andrew,  ]\Iilton,  Clar- 
resa,  deceased;  ^lary,  and  Elizabeth.  Hugh 
H.  Patterson  married  3.1artha,  daughter  of 
the  late  Joel  and  Annie  Cooper,  on  February 
22,  1849.  This  marriage  was  blessed  with 
two  children,  Lamarah,  the  eldest,  was  born 
September  13,  1851,  and  married  Kell  Long, 
of  New  Haven,  Pa.,  where  she  died  on  Jan- 
uary I,  1872;  Joel  Cooper,  the  second  and 
youngest,  was  born  November  2/,  i860,  and 
lives  in  New  Haven,  where  he  is  an  architect 
and  contractor.  Mrs.  Patterson  was  born 
September  14,  1827,  and  died  May  14.  1890. 
She  was  a  true  and  devoted  wife  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Baptist  church  for 
more  than  forty-five  years.  Hugh  H.  Patter- 
son is  a  firm  Republican,  and  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Flatwoods  Baptist  church. 
He  has  been  a  school  director,  and  has  held 
other  township  offices.  He  has  made  his  own 
way  through  life — made  it  honorably — and 
made  it  so  successfully  that  in  the  sundown 
of  his  life  he  can  live  in  ease  and  comfort. 
He  is  a  respected  citizen,  a  good  neighbor 
and  a  friend ;  though  he  has  not  a  college 
education,  he  is  a  self-student,  well  read  on 
all  late  and  important  matters,  and  while 
practically  a  business  man  yet  is  well  in- 
formed on  educational  afTairs. 

Philip  R.  Luce,  a  leading  farmer  and  coal 
dealer  of  Perry  township,  is  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Margaret  (Rodecker)  Luce,  respectively 


of  German  and  French  descent,  and  was  born 
in  Perry  township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, March  13,  1839.  ■  Joseph  Luce  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey  and  about  1807  came 
to  the  farm  in  Perry  township  now  known  as 
the  old  Luce  homestead.  He  married  Mar- 
garet Rodecker,  and  their  children,  eight  in 
number,  were  as  follows :  Mary,  deceased ; 
Nancy,  wife  of  William  Whitsett,  of  Fayette 
City;  David  P.  and  William,  who  are  dead; 
Philip  R.  (subject) ;  Samuel  K.,  of  Perry 
township,  and  Alexander  and  Henry,  who 
died  in  childhood.  Philip  R.  Luce  grew  to 
manhood  on  the  farm,  received  a  common 
school  education,  and  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  ever  since.  October  4,  1862,  Mr. 
Luce  married  Josephine  Haggerty,  who  was 
born  April  4,  1842,  and  whose  parents  were 
Samuel  and  ^Maria  (Guein)  Haggerty,  of  Per- 
ry township.  To  them  have  been  born  seven 
children:  Samuel  H.,  born  August  14,  1863; 
he  is  a  carpenter  in  Youngstown,  O. ;  Wil- 
liam P.,  born  October  25,  1864,  and  now 
farming  near  Whitsett;  Ada  V.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1866,  and  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  A.  B. 
Elliott,  pastor  of  Masontown  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church ;  David,  born  Alay  14, 
1868,  and  farming  on  the  home  place ;  ]\Iar- 
garet  M.,  born  July  27,  1870,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1893;  Harry,  born  June  27,,  1873, 
and  married  ^'iola  Alurphy  and  Elliott  P., 
born  August  24,  1879.  Mr.  Luce  is  indepen- 
dent in  politics,  voting  for  the  man  best  fitted 
for  the  position,  or  the  measure  best  calcu- 
lated for  the  public  weal,  and  giving  no  heed 
to  party  candidates  or  party  policy.  He  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian church,  in  which  he  has  served  ac- 
ceptably as  an  elder  for  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years.  He  has  been  a  prominent  man 
in  his  community  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
turv,  serving  as  school  director  and  road  su- 
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pervisor  and  holding  other  township  offices. 
Philip  R.  Luce  stands  prominent  as  one  of 
the  successful  business  men  of  the  county. 
He  owns  over  three  hundred  acres  of  good 
farming  land  in  Perry  township  and  sold  the 
coal  under  it  in  1899  for  eighty-two  thousand 
dollars,  and  recently  purchased  one  thousand 
acres  of  coal  land  in  Washington  and  Greene 
counties,  while  he  holds  notes  and  mortgages 
for  over  sixty-two  thousand.  For  years  his 
gains  were  small,  but  were  properly  invested 
in  lands  which  to-day  have  increased  wonder- 
fully in  value.  He  deserves  the  success 
which  he  has  won. 

Freeman  Cooper,  one  of  Perry  township's 
responsible  citizens,  is  a  prosperous  farmer 
and  stock  raiser,  and  has  an  old  and  honor- 
able English  ancestry.  He  was  born  April 
12,  1830;  and  is  a  son  of  Jbel  and  Ann 
(Freeman)  Cooper.  His  grandfather,  John 
Cooper,  Sr.,  came  from  New  Jersey  about 
1790  to  the  State  of  Penns)dvania,  and  took 
up  land.  Joel  Cooper,  his  son,  had  a  family 
of  eight  children,  three  daughters  and  five 
sons:  Mary  (dead):  John  (dead);  Narcissa, 
Alfred,  Joel,  Jr.,  Martha,  Freeman  and 
Amos.  Freeman  Cooper  married  Emeline 
Peirsol,  of  Perry  township,  on  April  23,  1863. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  James  and  Eliza- 
beth Peirsol.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooper  two 
children  were  liorn :  Lain-a,  born  August, 
1864,  and  died  in  infancy;  and  Elizabeth  P., 
born  Ajiril  12,  1866,  and  died  February  18, 
1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooper  live  on  their 
place  in  Perry  township  and  are  living  hap- 
pily together,  spending  their  old  age  with  the 
consolation  of  well  spent  and  useful  lives. 
Mr.  Cooper  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  started 
out  in  life  a  poor  boy;  but  b\-  hard  work, 
pluck  and  energy,  he  has  acquired  enough  of 
material  wealth,  so  that  in  his  old  age  he  can 


live  in  comfort  and  ease.  He  owns  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  eight  acres,  with  good 
improvements.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republi- 
can. He  has  held  various  township  offices. 
His  father,  Joel  Cooper,  was  born  April  11, 
1791,  and  died  in  1870,  at  eighty  years  of  age. 
His  wife,  Ann,  was  born  in  1793,  and  died  in 
1852.  Joel  Cooper  was  considered  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  in  the  community  in  which 
he  lived.  He  was  an  honest  and  upright  citi- 
zen, and  sincere  in  his  convictions.  His  life 
was  worthy  of  imitation  and  his  character 
was  beyond  reproach.  Freeman  Cooper, 
like  his  father,  has  always  taught  the  doctrine 
that  honesty  is  the  first  principle  of  religion. 
He  is  a  man  of  retentive  memory,  and  he  has 
already  lived  to  a  good  old  age.  He  can  look 
back  upon  a  well  spent  life,  in  which  he  has 
ever  been  a  friend  to  those  in  need,  when 
deserving  of  sympathy  and  aid. 

Edw.m^d  C.  CamphELL,  general  manager 
of  the  Wickhaven  Supply  Company's  store, 
is  the  youngest  son  of  James,  Jr.,  and  INIary 
(Jackson)  Campbell,  and  was  born  at  James- 
town, Pennsylvania,  February  22,  1870.  His 
grandfather,  James  Campbell,  Sr.,  came 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  ago 
to  Jamestown,  Pa.,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  and  reared  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren :  James,  Jr. ;  John  and  Lessie,  dead  ;  Ma- 
linda  and  William,  who  was  killed  in  .child- 
hood in  a  grist  mill.  James  Campbell,  Jr., 
was  reared  at  Jamestown,  where  he  still  re- 
sides. He  married  Alary  Jackson  in  1857, 
and  they  have  five  children :  Etta,  born  Feb- 
ruary 2^,  1859,  and  married  Frank  Beatty,  of 
Headley,  Pa.;  John,  born  January  11,  1861, 
and  is  a  stonemason  by  trade  ;  William  H., 
born  January  I,  1863,  and  is  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation; Frank,  born  January  9,  1865,  and 
is  now  a  constaldc  at   Jamestown,  and    Ed- 
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ward  C,  subject  of  this  sketch.  Edward  C. 
Campbell  passed  his  boyhood  at  his  James- 
town home  and  obtained  a  fair  English  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  which  fitted 
him  for  business.  His  choice  of  a  life  pursuit 
was  merchandising  and  commencing  as  a 
clerk,  he  in  due  time  came  in  charge  of  dif- 
ferent stores,  and  in  1893  secured  his  present 
position  as  general  manager  of  the  large 
company  store  at  Wickhaven,  where  he  is 
also  postmaster.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  a 
Presbyterian,  and  enjoys  the  reputation  of 
being  a  first-class  business  man. 

David  P.  Luce,  deceased,  was  among  the 
most  highly  respected  farmers  of  Perry 
township.  He  was  a  son  of  the  late  Joseph 
and  Margaret  Luce,  respectively  of  German 
and  French  descent,  and  was  born  in  1831. 
His  grandfather,  Lockard  Luce,  was  a  native 
of  Xew  Jersey  and  came  to  Fayette  county 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war.  One  of  his 
sons,  Joseph  Luce,  married,  and  to  him  and 
]\[argaret  R.,  his  wife,  were  born  in  their 
Perry  township  home  eight  children :  ^lary 
J.,  deceased ;  Xancy,  of  Fayette  City ;  David 
P.  (subject);  ^^'illiam,  deceased;  Philip  R.,  a 
prominent  farmer;  James  W.,  deceased; 
Samuel,  of  Perry  township,  and  Alexander, 
now  dead.  David  P.  Luce  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  obtained  an  ordinary  education  and 
followed  farming  with  good  success.  Shortly 
before  his  death  he  sold  the  coal  under  his 
farm  for  twelve  thousand  dollars.  He  was 
a  Republican  and  a  Presbyterian,  and  a  man 
of  integrity  and  excellent  reputation.  He 
was  a  kind  husband  and  a  loving  father,  and 
died  May  27,  1897.  Mr.  Luce,  October  7, 
i860,  married  Jane  Francis,  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Robert  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Ratclifif) 
Francis,  of  Connellsville,  and  of  Scotch  line- 
age,    ilr.   and  Mrs.   D.   P.    Luce's   children 


were:  Joseph  F.,  born  December  9,  1861, 
resides  at  L'niontown  and  is  superintendent 
of  the  Star  Junction  coal  mines;  Robert  F., 
born  February  29,  1864,  and  is  bookkeeper 
for  the  Wickhaven  Supply  Company;  Wil- 
liam W.,  born  ^Nfay  13,  1866,  and  is  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools  ;  \'ictoria  F.,  born  in 
1869,  and  Albinus  Whitsett,  of  Whitsett ; 
Judson,  born  January  9,  1871,  and  follows 
teaching,  and  L  F..  born  June  17,  1876,  and 
died  July  17,  1895.  Mr.  Luce  is  sadly  missed 
in  his  family  and  the  wide  circle  of  his  friends 
where  his  many  good  qualities  were  fully 
known  and  duly  appreciated. 

Michael  "  BrownellER,  a  comfortably 
situated  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Perry 
township,  was  born  in  Perry  township,  Fay- 
ette county,  Pennsylvania,  February  17, 
1839,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Conkle)  Browneller.  Frederick  Browneller, 
the  first  of  the  name  in  Fayette  county,  was 
a  native  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
1820  settled  on  the  Thomas  Blakely  patent 
in  Perry  township.  His  children  were: 
Sarah,  Margaret,  William,  Frederick,  Eliza- 
beth, Sanuiel,  Susan  and  Henry.  William 
Browneller,  the  eldest  son,  married  ?dary 
Conkle  in  1825,  and  their  children  were :  An- 
nie M.,  widow  of  James  Culler;  Rebecca,  wife 
of  John  Zundel,  and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
David  Forsythe;  Sarah,  married  Stockdale 
Snyder,  of  Allegheny  county ;  Frederick, 
married  Erzanna  Springer,  of  Belle  \^ernon; 
Elias,  married  Kate  Davis,  and  lives  in  West- 
moreland county;  Michael  (subject);  Mar- 
garet, married  Hiram  Leiper,  and  both  are 
dead ;  Henrj',  deceased,  and  Cyrus,  a  resident 
of  Pittsburg,  who  married  Belle  McCabe. 
Michael  Browneller,  trained  to  farm  labor, 
and  with  a  common  school  education,  com- 
menced his  career  as  a  farmer.     Later  he  en- 
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gaged  in  stock  raising  and  to-day  he  has  a 
home  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fort}'  acres  of 
well-improved  and  well-cultivated  land,  be- 
sides selling  forty-three  acres  of  coal  land. 
He  also  owns  a  number  of  houses  at  Wick- 
haven  and  is  interested  in  other  valuable 
property.  He  is  a  Democrat  politically,  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian church  for  a  number  of  years  and 
holds  membership  in  the  Royal  Arcanum  at 
Fayette  City,  and  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  of  Perryopolis.  He  has 
always  taken  any  needed  part  in  local  affairs 
and  has  served  his  township  as  tax  collector, 
judge  of  elections  and  school  director.  Mi- 
chael Browneller,  on  October  21,  1861,  mar- 
ried Pauline  Leiper,  a  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Mary  (Ammon)  Leiper,  of  Washington 
county,  Pa.,  who  was  born  February  10,  1839, 
and  died  March  5,  1895.  Michael  and  Paul- 
ine Browneller  had  four  children :  William 
H.,  born  in  1863,  married  May,  daughter  of 
P.  G.  Smith,  and  is  a  farmer  and  justice  of 
the  peace  at  Wickhaven ;  Emma  F.,  born  in 
1864,  was  a  teacher  until  her  mother's  death 
and  since  then  has  remained  with  her  father ; 
Mary  E.,  born  in  1866,  and  now  the  wife  of 
W.  R.  Shupe,  of  South  Connellsville,  and 
Frank  M.,  who  was  born  February  16,  1874, 
and  married  Lizzie  E.  Porter,  of  Westmore- 
land county,  I^a.,  and  is  now  living  near  the 
old  homestead  at  Wickhaven,  Pa. 

JoNATiL\N  Rankin,  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  and  land  owners  of  Perry  township, 
is  a  son  of  James  and  Rachel  (Hill)  Rankin, 
and  was  born  in  Franklin  township,  Fay- 
ette county,  Pennsylvania,  August  10,  1836. 
James  Rankin,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came  from  Ireland 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  ago 
and    settled   in    Fayette   county.     He   was   a 


hard  working  man  and  had  a  family  of  eight 
children:  Samuel,  James,  Adam,  Robert,  Re- 
becca, Sarah,  Hannah  and  one  who  died  in 
infancy.  James  Rankin,  the  second  son, 
spent  his  life  in  Franklin  township,  where  he 
followed  farming.  He  was  born  August  28, 
1807,  and  on  February  2,  1832,  married 
Rachel  Hill,  who  was  born  February  10, 
1806,  and  to  their  union  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren :  Samuel,  born  January  2,  1833 ;  died 
July  27,  1898;  Sarah  Jane,  wife  of  J.  M. 
White,  of  Monmouth,  111. ;  Jonathan  (sub- 
ject) ;  Mary  Ann,  married  Matthew  Patter- 
son, and  is  now  deceased ;  Robert  W.,  died  in 
his  eighteenth  5'ear ;  James  H.  and  three 
others,  all  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  Jona- 
than Rankin  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's 
farm  and  attended  the  common  schools  of 
Franklin  township.  He  then  engaged  in 
farming  and  some  years  later  moved  to  Perry 
township,  where  he  now  owns  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-four  acres,  which  is  a  part 
of  the  George  Washington  estate  in  Fayette 
county.  One  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
this  farm  is  underlaid  with  coal,  for  which 
Mr.  Rankin  refused  three  hundred  dollars 
per  acre,  and  since  sold  it  for  sixty-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  Mv.  Rankin  is  a  hard-working 
and  honest  man,  whose  many  years  of  toil 
have  brought  him  a  comfortable  home  and 
a  respectable  competence.  He  is  a  Democrat 
in  politics,  has  held  most  of  the  offices  of  his 
township  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  Jonathan  Rankin  married  Rachel  E. 
Murphy,  daughter  of  the  late  Robison  and 
Margaret  (Frasher)  Murphy,  February  21, 
1865;  she  was  from  Franklin  township.  ^Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Rankin  have  a  son  and  four  daugh- 
ters:  Laura  J.,  born  January  21,  1867,  mar- 
ried Alva  Piersol,  of  Franklin  township ;  they 
have  one  child.  Bertha;  Maggie,  born  Feb- 
ruary  II,   1869,  married   George  Piersol,  of 
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Redstone  township,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Eltha  Dian;  lona,  born  April  7,  1872,  mar- 
ried J.  K.  Chalfant,  of  Perry  township,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Elizabeth  and  Paul- 
ine; James  H.,  born  Septemljer  26,  1879, 
married  Jessie  Curry,  of  Franklin  township, 
and  is  farming  on  the  home  place ;  Bessie, 
born  January  2,  1881,  and  is  at  home  with 
her  parents. 

Allen  Galley,  the  proprietor  of  the  Star 
Junction  hotel,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  families  of  Fayette  county. 
He  is  a  son  of  Hon.  Henry  and  Ruth  (Free- 
man) Galley,  and  was  born  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  January 
24,  1849.  Ph.ilip  Galley,  paternal  grand- 
father, in  early  life  settled  in  Upper  Tyrone 
township  and  near  Broad  Ford,  but  soon  re- 
moved to  the  site  of  Dickerson  Run,  where 
he  built  the  old  brick  mansion  standing  on 
the  river  bank.  His  children  were :  Jacob, 
Catherine,  Peter,  John,  Elizabeth,  Barbara, 
Abraham,  David,  Samuel,  Jonathan  and 
Henry,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Hon.  Henry  Galley  was  a  man  of 
character  and  influence,  and  when  he  died 
was  greatly  missed.  He  was  active  and 
prominent,  served  one  term  as  a  member  of 
the  legislature  from  Fayette  county,  and  left 
a  character  worthy  of  imitation.  He  married 
Ruth  Freeman  and  nine  children  were  born 
to  them :  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Samuel  Luce ; 
Frank,  died  in  childhood ;  Allen  (subject) ; 
Emma,  resident  at  Dickerson  Run,  in  the  old 
Galley  mansion ;  Sabina,  wife  of  O.  F.  Ar- 
nold, of  Aurora,  Nebraska ;  Ewing,  a  farmer, 
near  Dickerson  Run ;  Kate,  married  Hugh 
Shallenberger,  of  A'anderbilt ;  Belle,  of  Wil- 
kinsburg,  and  Henrietta,  residing  at  Dick- 
erson Run.  Allen  Galley  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  received  his  education  in  the  common 


schools  of  Franklin  township  and  Waynes- 
burg  academy,  and  followed  farming  until 
the  establishment  of  the  mines  and  works  at 
Star  Junction.  Shortly  after  the  founding  of 
this  new  town  and  great  coke  center,  Mr. 
Galley  became  proprietor  of  his  present 
house,  the  Star  Junction  hotel.  He  is  a  Jef- 
fersonian  Democrat,  as  was  his  honored 
father.  His  family  are  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian church.  He  is  an  industrious  man  and 
a  well  respected  citizen.  December  19,  1872, 
Allen  Galley  was  united  in  marriage  with  Isa- 
bella Gallatin,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel 
and  Harriett  Gallatin,  of  Lower  Tyrone 
township.  To  their  union  have  been  born 
eight  children:  Lena,  born  in  1873,  and  re- 
mains at  home  with  her  parents ;  Samuel, 
born  in  1875;  Ruth,  born  in  1877;  Henry, 
born  in  1882;  Freeman,  born  in  1889;  Irene, 
born  in  1894,  and  twins  that  died  in  infancy. 
The  Galley  family  has  always  been  known 
for  the  honesty,  industry,  thrift  and  morality 
of  its  members  in  Fayette  county  and  in  all 
other  sections  of  the  LTnited  States,  of  which 
they  are  residents. 

Edward  Stickel,  a  reliable  citizen  and 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Perry  township,  was 
born  October  11,  1838,  in  Perry  township, 
Fayette  county,  Penns5dvania,  and  is  a  son 
of  the  late  Edward  and  Maria  (Ervin) 
Stickel.  The  Stickel  family  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty was  founded  by  George  Stickel,  who  set- 
tled at  an  early  day  in  the  valley  which  bears 
his  name.  He  reared  a  large  family  in  Stick- 
el valley,  and  his  son,  Edward  Stickel,  Sr., 
was  a  farmer  and  married  Maria  Ervin.  Ed- 
ward Stickel,  Sr..  and  his  wife  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children ;  James,  now  deceased ; 
William,  living  in  Kansas;  Eliza  Jane,  de- 
ceased; Orpha,  wife  of  Aaron  Brown,  of 
Kan. ;  INIaria,  wife  of  George  King,  now  of 
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Kansas ;  Rebecca,  married  Samuel  Lynn,  and 
they  reside  in  Ohio,  and  Edward,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  Edward  Stickel  grew  to  man- 
hood on  his  father's  farm  when  farming  was 
the  main  occupation  of  the  people  of  Fayette 
county,  and  in  a  day  when  agricultural  ma- 
chinery was  almost  unknown  and  farm  labor 
was  greater  and  harder  than  it  is  to-day.  He 
received  his  education  in  tlie  common  schools 
of  Perry  township,  and  at  twenty-one  years 
of  age  selected  farming  as  a  life  pursuit  and 
he  has  never  regretted  his  decision,  to-day 
owning  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  well  improved  land  which  has  been 
acquired  largely  by  his  own  exertions.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  political  opinion,  but  is  no 
aspirant  for  office  and  devotes  his  time 
chiefly  to  farming  and  stocl';  raising.  In  1859 
IMr.  Stickel  married  Rebecca  Jane  Marsh,  a 
daughter  of  John  S.  Marsh,  of  Tippecanoe. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  six  children : 
Elvira,  wife  of  C.  L.  Stuckslager,  a  farmer  of 
near  Perryopolis ;  William,  who  married  Su- 
.san  Page,  and  is  now  postmaster  at  Perry- 
opolis ;  Annie,  wife  of  Oliver  Sisley,  of  Perry 
township;  Lindsley,  who  married  Laura  Mil- 
ler and  engaged  in  farming  with  his  father; 
Isaac,  born  November  12,  1878,  and  at  home; 
and  Harrison,  born  in  1880,  and  still  with 
his  parents.  The  family  attend  the  M.  E. 
church. 

Ji)ii.\'  PiitRSOL,  a  farmer  and  a  mcmlTer  of 
one  of  the  old  families  of  the  countv,  is  the 
eldest  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Gue) 
I'icrsol,  and  was  born  June  10,  1825,  in 
CTuernscy  county,  O.,  where  his  father  (a  na- 
tive of  I'ayette  county)  was  for  a  time  en- 
gaged in  farming.  John  Piersr)!  was  reared 
on  his  father's  farm  in  Ohio  and  Perrv  town- 
ship, and  received  llio  rather  limilcd  advant- 


ages of  the  early  common  schools.     He  has 
always  followed  farming  and  in  1852  located 
on   his  present   farm  near   the   site   of   Star 
Junction.      After   many    years    of   hard    and 
honest  toil  he  is  now  living  in  quiet  and  sur- 
rounded with  all  the  necessary  comforts  of 
life.    He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  has 
never  been  a  politician;  he  is  a  good  neigh- 
bor and  a  highly  respected  citizen.     Mr.  Pier- 
sol   on   February  28,   1850,  married   Martha 
Watson,  and  to  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren :  Nancy,  now  deceased ;  Albert,  who  re- 
sides  near  Connellsville   and  Mary  L.,  who 
married  Robert  Cooper,  and  who  is  now  de- 
ceased.    Mrs.  Martha  (Watson)  Piersol  died 
in  1864,  and  eight  years  later,  in   1872,  Mr. 
Piersol   wedded    Sabina    Kerr,    of    Franklin 
township.     By  his   second   marriage  he  has 
three    children :    Grace    C,    Norman    C.    and 
Annie    K.     The    Piersol    family    of    Fayette 
county  goes  back  •  nearly   one   hundred  and 
fifty  years.     Mr.  Piersol's  grandfather,  Wil- 
liam Piersol,  came  from   Chester  county  to 
Perry  township  in  October,  1784,  and  reared 
a  family  of  seven  children :  John.  Sarah.  Jere- 
miah, Samuel,  Mary,  W'illiam,  Jr.,  and  James, 
who  was  born  in  1799.     James  Piersol  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Gue  in  1823,  and  their  union 
was  blessed  with  nine  children :  John  (sub- 
ject) ;  Mary  Jane,  wife  of  Patrick  Watson,  of 
Eridgeport ;  James  A.,   who   married   Lydia 
Arnold    and    lives    in    Washington    county ; 
Sarah  S.,  a  resident  of  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty ;  Joseph,  now  in  Ohio :  Emmeline,  wife  of 
Freeman  Cooper ;  Edith,  married  Benjamin 
Hazen,  of  Franklin  township ;  Nancy  B.,  who 
died  young,  and  Jacoli  L.,  of  Westmoreland 
county.    The  Piersols  have  always  been  use- 
ful and  industrious  citizens.     The  family  of 
John    Piersol    are    members    of    the    Baptist 
church. 
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Johnson  Stephens  Moss,  proprietor  of 
the  Washington  hotel  at  PerryopoHs,  is  a 
son  of  the  late  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Fisher)  ]\Ioss,  and  was  born  in  Washington 
townsliip,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  July 
i8.  1845.  His  paternal  great-grandfather 
came  from  Ireland  to  Washington  county 
long  before  the  Revolutionary  war  and 
reared  a  family.  One  of  these  children  was 
John  AIoss,  who  married  twice  and  had  six- 
teen children.  The  third  child  by  the  first 
wife  was  William  Moss,  who  was  born  May 
15,  1803.  \\'illiam  !Moss  in  1829  married 
^lary  Fisher,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  ilary 
Fisher.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Moss  [ 
were  born  eleven  children,  of  whom  the  fol-  j 
lowing  tliree  are  living:  Eliza,  wile  of  Lewis 
P.  Hess ;  Esther,  wife  of  Levi  Sisley,  and 
Johnson  S.  ]\Ioss,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Johnson  S.  Moss  was  reared  on  a  farm,  re-  [ 
ceived  a  common  school  education  and  chose 
farming  for  an  occupation.  Fie  followed  j 
farming  for  a  number  of  years  in  Washing-  | 
ton  township,  where  he  still  owns  a  farm.  He 
also  owns  several  houses  and  lots  in  Perry- 
opolis,  where  he  is  proprietor  of  the  well- 
known  \^'ashington  hotel.  On  January  12, 
1865.  Johnson  S.  Moss  married  Phebe  Lynch, 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Robert  and  Sarah 
(Brewer)  Lynch,  of  Perry  township.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moss  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren :  Arthelia  and  Allene,  who  are  teachers 
in  the  public  schools :  Ada.  who  died  in  child- 
hood, and  Eveline  Moss.  Mr.  INIoss  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  has  served  as  direc- 
tor of  the  poor  in  Fayette  county,  road  su- 
pervisor, school  director,  judge  of  elections, 
register  (three  terms),  and  as  assessor  and 
tax  collector  for  several  terms.  He  served 
two  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Wash- 
ington township  and  was  twice  re-elected,  but 
refused  to  lift  his  commission  on  account  of 


the  unpleasant  duties,  at  times,  of  the  office. 
He  is  a  member  and  has  passed  all  of  the 
chairs  in  Lodge  Xo.  511,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Fay- 
ette City.  Mr.  ]\Ioss  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Christian  or  Disciple  church,, and  ranks 
high  as  an  energetic  and  public-spirited  citi- 
zen, ever  alive  to  the  best  interests  of  his  bor- 
ougii  and  his  township. 

Lewis  Piersol,  an  old  and  highlv  re- 
spected citizen  of  Perry  township,  is  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Piersol,  and  was 
born  in  Perry  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  August  11,  1820.  The  Piersol 
family  is  among  the  early  settled  families  of 
Fayette  county,  and  its  members  were  promi- 
nent and  active  citizens  of  Perry  township 
over  a  hundred  years  ago.  Samuel  and  Sarah 
Piersol  lived  and  died  in  Perry  township,  and 
their  children  were :  Lewis  (subject) ;  Mary 
Ann,  married  John  Wheatley,  of  Redstone 
township,  and  both  are  dead,  and  James,  who 
wedded  a  Miss  Wolf,  and  resides  in  Washing- 
ton county.  Lewis  Piersol  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  and  has  always  been  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  now  owns 
two  hundred  acres  of  the  home  farm,  and  in 
1892  sold  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
coal  land  at  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre. 
He  has  always  been  a  safe  and  careful 
business  man  who  was  contented  with  re- 
gular gains  and  never  embarked  in  hazard- 
ous enterprises  for  large  possible  profits. 
He  is  independent  in  politics,  voting  for 
the  best  man  to  fill  the  office.  Xotwith- 
standing  his  independence  of  party  allegiance 
he  has  served  his  township  as  road  super- 
visor, judge  of  elections  and  school  director. 
On  November  15.  1859,  ]\Ir.  Piersol  mar- 
ried Rhoda  Blair,  who  was  born  in  183 1, 
and  is  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  children.  ^Ir. 
and    Mrs.    Piersol   have    two    children,   both 
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sons:  Holland,  born  in  i860,  married  Sallie 
Campbell,  of  Stickel  valley,  and  they  have 
one  child,  a  son  named  Curtis,  and  Alva  B., 
born  January  3,  1864,  wedded  Laura  Rankin, 
of  Perry  township,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Bertha. 

Anson  B.  Harris, an  active  and  enterpris- 
ing farmer  of  Perry  township,  was  born  Jan- 
uary 18,  1857,  in  Perry  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania.  Jacob  Harris  came  to 
Fayette  county  prior  to  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  settled  in  the  old  Harris  homestead 
and  built  the  old  stone  house  on  the  Perry- 
opolis  and  Fayette  City  road,  now  occupied 
by  h.  C.  Harris.  Jacob  Harris  had  a  son, 
Benjamin  Harris,  Sr.,  who  was  the  father  of 
Benjamin  Harris,  now  deceased.  Benjamin 
Harris  married,  on  October  18,  1848,  Miss 
Ellen  Freeman,  and  their  children  were :  L. 
C,  born  October  16,  185 1 ;  Cora  J.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1855,  and  wedded  John  Patterson, 
of  Westmoreland  county;  Anson  B.  (sub- 
ject); E.  F.,  born  March  20,  1859,  and  in 
Allegheny  county ;  William  R.,  born  January 
16,  1861,  and  now  a  resident  of  Pittsburg, 
and  Frank  G.,  born  October  27,  1869.  Anson 
B.  Harris  was  reared  on  the  old  Elarris 
homestead,  attended  the  conmion  schools  and 
has  been  a  farmer  in  Perry  township  ever 
since,  except  three  years  spent  in  Kansas  and 
other  western  States.  He  has  succeeded  by 
hard  work  and  good  management  and  owns 
a  fine  and  well  improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  acres.  In  politics  IMr.  Harris  is 
a  Republican ;  he  has  served  as  school  direc- 
tor and  held  other  township  offices.  Mr. 
Harris  on  January  2,  1884,  wedded  Emma 
M.  Murphy,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  H.  and 
Nancy  (Burton)  INIurphy,  of  Jefferson  town- 
ship. They  have  one  child,  Benjamin  F., 
born  October  12,  1885,  and  now  attending 
school. 


Rev.  John  H.  Stone,  an  old  and  highly  es- 
teemed minister  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
church,  is  a  son  of  the  late  Henry  and  Eliza- 
beth (McCleary)  Stone.  J.  H.  Stone  was 
born  near  Perryopolis,  Pennsylvania,  Octo- 
ber 24,  1824.  Henry  Stone  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  his  wife  came  from  Ireland.  They 
had  seven  children :  William,  Jane,  ]\Iary  J., 
James,  Andrew,  Isabella  and  Rev.  John  H., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Henry  Stone  and 
one  brother  only  escaped  when  their  father's 
family  was  murdered  by  Indians  in  Ohio. 
Henry  Stone  married  a  woman  in  Ohio,  who 
only  lived  six  months  thereafter.  He  then 
came  to  Cumberland  county,  where  he  met 
and  married  Elizabeth  JMcCleary,  who  was  a 
cousin  to  the  celebrated  O'Connell,  of  Ire- 
land. Rev.  John  H.  Stone  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  earned  the  money  to  pay  for  his  educa- 
tion at  the  California  State  normal  school  and 
Waynesburg  college,  and  was  actively  engag- 
ed in  preaching  for  twenty  years  at  a  salary 
varying  from  forty  to  a  hundred  dollars  per 
year.  He  has  now  retired  from  active  minis- 
terial services  and  resides  on  his  farm,  a  part 
of  the  historic  George  Washington  tract,  and 
on  which  his  father,  Henry  Stone,  settled  in 
1834.  In  1848  Mr.  Stone  wedded  Olive  Hay- 
den  Daugherty,  a  daughter  of  the  late  John 
and  Rachel  Daugherty,  of  Westmoreland 
county,  and  who  was  born  in  1826.  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Stone  have  had  three  children:  Flora 
Jane,  born  October  24,  1849,  and  deceased; 
Isaac  N.,  born  October  22,  1851,  and  Carrie, 
born  August  23,  1856.  Rev.  and  ^Irs.  Stone 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  1898  in  a 
well-appointed  home,  while  at  their  marriage 
Mr.  Stone  only  had  one  dollar  and  a  half 
in  money.  In  politics  Mr.  Stone  votes 
for  men  and  principles  and  not  for  party. 
He  has  served  as  school  director,  judge 
of  election,  road  supervisor  and  tax  col- 
lector of  Perry  township.     He  owns  a  good 
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farm  and  ran  a  threshing"  machine  for 
over  fifty-three  years.  He  is  very  fond  of 
relics  and  old-time  articles.  His  bedstead  is 
over  one  hundred  years  old,  on  which  is  a 
feather  bed  brought  by  his  mother  from  Ire- 
land and  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  while  the  blanket  on  it  was  used 
by  J\Irs.  Stone's  uncle  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Mr.  Stone  rides  a  horse  over  twenty-seven 
years  old,  and  has  gathered  around  him  many 
relics.  He  has  toiled  and  labored  well  in  life 
and  now  can  enjo)'  himself  in  the  comfortable 
home  which  he  has  earned.  Although  sev- 
enty-six years  of  age,  he  is  well  preserved 
and  does  all  his  immediate  work  and  feels  as 
spry  as  a  boy  of  eighteen  years  of  age. 

George  W.  Jackson  is  one  of  the  well- 
respected  citizens  and  farmers  of  Perry 
township.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Ephraim 
and  Xancy  (Cook)  Jackson,  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Knox  county,  Ohio, 
December  10,  1831.  He  came  to  Pennsylva- 
nia in  1852,  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  and 
in  1854  married  Elizabeth  I.  Hewitt,  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  John  and  Sarah  Plewitt,  both 
of  Irish  and  Welsh  descent.  He  has  allied 
himself  with  the  Prohibition  party,  which  he 
thinks  is  needed  to  act  for  the  best  interests 
'of  the  country.  He  has  served  as  steward  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  nearly  all  the 
time  for  forty  years.  Elizabeth  Jackson  was 
born  in  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  July  9,  1839. 
There  were  eight  children  born  to  them : 
Mary  E.,  dead;  Oella  N.,  Sarah  Ann,  John 
E.,  dead ;  Nancy  Jane,  William  Duncan,  dead ; 
Harriet  Lewis  and  Clara  ]\Iay.  Mary  mar- 
ried Charles  Martin  and  resided  in  Allegheny 
City,  where  she  died  in  1887.  Oella  married 
James  Stephens  in  1900  and  lives  in  Perry 
township.  Ann  married  William  Bailey  and 
lives  in  Allegheny  City.     Jane  married  Isaac 


Martin  and  lives  in  Perry  township.  Hattie 
L.  married  Clark  McMillen  and  lives  in 
Washington  township.  Clara  married  Er- 
nest B.  Martin  and  lives  in  Connellsville,  Pa. 
Mrs.  Jackson  has  been  a  helpless  invalid  for 
eight  years ;  has  not  walked  in  all  that  time, 
but  trusts  in  the  Lord  for  strength  to  bear 
her  afflictions.  The  minister  often  goes  to 
visit  her  and  says  he  always  receives  encour- 
agement in  place  of  giving  advice.  Mr. 
Jackson  is  a  consistent  Christian  and  a  good 
citizen. 

Asa  Chambers,  a  farmer  and  veteran  sol- 
dier of  the  Civil  war,  was  born  June  i,  1834, 
and  is  a  son  of  Asa,  Sr.,  and  Mary  (Sparks) 
Chambers,  of  Perry  township.  Edward 
Chambers,  of  Scotch-Irish  origin  and  east 
Pennsylvania  nativity,  was  the  father  of  Asa 
Chambers,  Sr.,  who  was  married  twice.  By 
his  first  marriage  his  children  were :  Joseph, 
now  living  in  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Abraham  Carson ;  May,  widow  of  Thomas 
Patten ;  Rachel,  widow  of  William  Hibbqns ; 
Nancy,  wife  of  David  Carson;  George,  mar- 
ried Lucinda  Hornbeck,  and  is  dead,  and  J. 
L.,  who  married  Sarah  Gue,  and  is  a  promi- 
nent farmer  of  Jefferson  township.  For  his 
second  wife  he  wedded  Mary  Sparks,  and 
their  children  were :  Asa,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  Sarah,  who  married  Isaac  Lynn,  of 
Redstone  township,  and  Edward,  who  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Adams,  and  after  her  death  wed- 
ded Ada  Stephens.  Asa  Chambers  grew  to 
manhood,  attended  the  common  schools  and 
followed  farming  until  the  Civil  war  com- 
menced, when  he  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Penn- 
sylvania Heavy  Artillery,  and  served  until 
the  spring  of  1865.  He  then  returned  home 
with  his  health  broken,  and  although  never 
recovering,  yet  has  carefully  managed  his 
business  afifairs  so  as  to  become  prosperous. 
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He  owns  a  small,  but  well-improved  farm, 
which  he  personally  superintends  at  all  times 
when  Ills  impaired  Iiealth  will  permit.  In 
politics  Mr.  Chamljers  is  a  Democrat.  He 
has  served  as  school  director  for  six  years  and 
has  held  various  other  township  offices  dur- 
ing the  last  twenty-five  years.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  (".rand  Army  of  the  Republic  and 
deserves  the  recognition  of  his  country  in  de- 
fense of  whose  liberties  he  risked  his  life.  On 
February  22,  1857,  Asa  Chambers  wedded 
Emma  W.  Harris,  who  was  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Benjamin  and  Susan  (Gepford)  Harris, 
of  Perry  township.  Mrs.  Chambers  was  born 
April  24,  1838,  and  died  September  5,  1898. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chambers  were  born  three 
sons  and  two  daughters :  Anna  E.,  born 
JNIarch  12,  i85'8,  and  is  the  wife  of  W.  L. 
Waggoner,  of  Fairburg,  III;  Martlia  B., 
born  February  25,  i860,  and  died  January  22, 
1879;  Harris  C,  born  March  8,  1869,  and 
died  March  24,  1888;  Asa  Everett,  born  April 
2y,  1874,  and  wedded  Lotta  Bailey,  of  Fair- 
burg, 111. ;  and  Edward,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 7,  1880,  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
with  his  father. 

Wili,Iy\m  F.  Brown,  one  of  the  old  and 
well-respected  farmers  of  Perry  township,  is 
the  sixth  child  and  second  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Sarah  (Farquhar)  Brown,  and  was  liorn 
in  Perry  township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, May  2,  1832.  Over  a  century  ago 
Samuel  Brown,  who  was  of  English  origin, 
lelt  his  New  Jersey  home  and  settled  in  Perry 
township,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 
His  son,  Benjamin  Brown,  was  a  native  and 
lifelong  resident  of  Perry  township,  wliere  in 
1814  he  wedded  Sarah  Farquhar,  and  their 
children  were ;  Mary,  now  deceased ;  Esther, 
a  resident  of  ill.;  l\lizabeth,  deceased;  Ma- 
linda,  a  resident  of  Fayette  City;  John,  now 


residing  in  North  Dakota ;  and  William  F., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  William  F. 
Brown,  like  all  the  farmers"  sons  of  his  day, 
was  reared  to  hard  work  on  the  farm,  re- 
ceived a  common  school  education  and  then 
engaged  in  farming,  which  he  has  steadily 
pursued  ever  since.  He  has  been  successful 
as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  to  which  lines 
of  business  he  has  principally  confined  him- 
self. In  1856  Mr.  Brown  married  Elizabeth 
Stewart,  and  to  their  union  have  been  born 
four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters : 
Lewis,  born  April  21,  1857,  resides  in  Belle 
Vernon,  married  Emma  Watson,  and  has 
three  children;  Emma  E.,  born  February  11, 
1859,  and  'ives  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  Sarah  E., 
born  December  26,  1861,  married  Clayton 
Parkhill,  of  Franklin  township,  have  two 
sons,  and  they  now  reside  in  Denver,  Col., 
and  Charles  S.,  born  April  21,  1866.  Charles 
S.  Brown  is  steady  and  industrious  and  re- 
mains on  the  home  farm  with  his  father.  He 
married  Carrie  Teggert,  of  W^ashington 
township,  and  they  have  two  sons  and  three 
daughters ;  Mary,  Stewart,  Ruth  E.,  James 
and  Lena.  William  F.  Brown  in  early  life 
voted  the  Republican  ticket,  but  since  the 
emancipation  of  the  negro  on  January  i, 
1863,  he  has  not  voted.  He  and  two  of  his 
old  friends  then  entered  into  an  agreement 
that  if  the  negro  was  allowed  to  vote  they 
would  never  cast  another  ballot.  The  right 
of  suffrage  was  extended  to  the  negro  and 
Mr.  Brown,  true  to  his  pledge,  has  never 
voted  since.  He  has  toiled  hard  for  his  com- 
petence and  is  now  so  situated  in  his  declin- 
ing years  as  to  be  able  to  enjoy  the  comforts 
of  life. 

John  B.  Frashkr,  a  prominent  farme-r  and 
.slock  raiser  of  Franklin  township,  is  of 
Scotch  origin.  He  is  a  son  of  Ja.mes  and  Eliza 
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(Wheatley)  Frasher,  and  was  born  October 
^5>  iSSS-  i''^  Franklin  township.  James 
Frasher  was  one  of  ten  children,  six  sons  and 
four  daughters.  He  was  a  farmer  and  mar- 
ried Eliza  Wheatley,  and  had  a  family  of 
eight  children:  Sarah,  ]\Iary  (deceased);  J. 
W.,  L.  H.,  John  B.,  Caroline,  Turner  (de- 
ceased), and  \\'.  R.  Mr.  Frasher  died  in  1878 
<it  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  and  his  widow 
followed  him  to  tiie  last  resting  place  in  De- 
cember, 1891,  aged  'seventy  years.  John  B. 
Frasher,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  received  his  education  in 
the  conmion 'schools  and  then  chose  farming 
for  an  occupation.  He  has  of  late  years  been 
engaged  in  milling  and  wheat  threshing.  Mr. 
Frasher  married  Laura,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Woodward  (see  sketch  in  this  volume),  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  chil- 
dren:  Mary  Lida,-.born  January  11,  1890,  and 
Ina  Alberta,  born  February  28,  1892.  Mrs. 
Frasher  is  a  devoted  church  member  and  a 
Christian  woman.  Her  parents  were  Samuel 
and  Alary  (Curry)  Woodward,  residents  of 
Menallen  township,  and  her  brothers  and 
sisters  are  Lizzie,  Ida,  James  and  Ewing. 
Mr.  Frasher  is  a  Democrat  and  has  efficiently 
filled  the  offices  of  road  supervisor  and  school 
director.  He  owns  a  one-third  interest  in 
a  fertile  farm  of  two  hundred  and  eighteen 
acres  of  land,  partly  underlaid  with  coal, 
which  found  a  market  at  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  acre.  Lie  is  an  honest, 
upright  man,  a  kind  husband  and  devoted 
father,  and  enjoys  a  good  reputation  and 
high  standing  in  his  community. 

SYL\'n:sTER  DuFi',  a  leading  farmer  and 
stock  grower  of  Franklin  township,  is  of  Irish 
and  English  origin,  and  was  born  December 
30,  1849.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  William  and 
Drusilla  (Brandon)  Duff,  who  were  married 


in  1844,  and  whose  union  was  blessed  with 
six  children,  of  which  Mr.  Duff  is  the  second 
child.  He  married  Miss  Malinda  M.  Zuck, 
of  Westmoreland  county.  Pa.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Susan  Fisher  Zuck. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duff  have  had  nine  children, 
of  whom  are:  Edwin  C.  born  in  1873, 
William  M.,  Luretta,  Walter  T.,  Louise 
Jane,  Annie  M.,  Harry  E.,  and  Ruth.  Edwin. 
C,  the  eldest  son,  married  Katie  Taylor,  of 
Menallen  township,  antl  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Howard  and  Horden.  Mr.  Duff  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  attended  the  conunon 
schools  and  after  he  attained  his  majority 
followed  teaching  for  nearly  twenty  years  in 
Westmoreland  county.  He  then  came  to 
Fayette  count)-  and  purchased  his  present 
fine  farm  in  Franklin  township,  consisting  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  with  a 
good  stone  house  and  a  commodious  and 
well  built  barn.  His  farm  is  underlaid  with 
coal  and  natural  gas.  Mr.  Duff  has  his  farm 
under  a  good  state'  of  cultivation,  and  uses  all 
of  the  late  agricultural  improvements.  In 
politics  Mr.  Duff  is  a  staunch  Republican. 
He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  and  has  served  as  school  direc- 
tor and  road  supervisor.  He  is  true  and  sin- 
cere in  his  convictions,  and  honest  in  all  his 
dealings,  active  and  industrious.  He  is  a 
good  neighbor  and  useful  citizen.  He  is  well 
read  on  all  current  subjects,  has  a  retentive 
memory,  and  is  an  interesting  conversation- 
alist. 

A.  E.  Lynx,  of  Franklin  township,  is  a 
well-known  farmer  and  stock  grower  and  is 
of  German  and  Irish  lineage.  He  was  l)orn 
February  3,  1857.  He  is  a  son  of  Andrew 
and  Mary  (Skelkey)  Lynn.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Aaron  Lynn,  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  Ireland  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania 
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about  one  hundred  years  ago.  His  father, 
Andrew  Lynn,  was  born  in  Fayette  county  in 
1824.  He  married  Mary  Skelkey,  who  was 
born  in  1826,  and  their  children  were: 
Rachel,  born  in  1855,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  A.  E.;  subject  of  this  sketch.  A.  E.  Lynn 
married  Mrs.  McDonnald,  the  widow  of  Wil- 
liam McDonnakl,  and  a  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Esther  (Fisher)  Haggerty.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lynn  have  five  children:  Wilbur  S., 
born  1884:  Blanche,  born  in  1886;  Mattie  E., 
born  in  1888 ;  Elmer  Grace,  born  in  1889,  and 
Andrew  M.,  born  in  1892.  Mr.  Lynn  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Fayette  county,  and  when  he  grew  up  to 
manhood  he  chose  farming  as  his  occupation, 
remaining  on  the  old  homestead  that  was  left 
him  by  his  father.  He  has  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-six  acres  of  good  agri- 
cultural land,  which  is  underlaid  with  coal 
and  which  has  never  been  optioned.  His 
farm  is  well  improved  with  good  buildings 
and  fences.  In  politics  Mr.  Lynn  is  a  Pro- 
hibitionist, and  in  religious  opinion  and 
church  membership  has  always  been  a  Bap- 
tist. He  is  conservative,  but  not  wavering  in 
his  opinions,  which  are  slowly  and  carefully 
formed. 

E.  C.  Smith,  a  farmer  and  stock  grower  of 
Franklin  township,  was  born  ]\Iarch  12,  1857, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Robert  and  Rosetta 
(Shotwcll)  Smith,  who  were  married  January 
4,  1827.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  Shotwcll,  of  Franklin  township.  Rob- 
ert and  Rosetta  Smith  were  blessed  with 
twelve  children,  ten  of  which  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  ]\Ir.  Smith  was  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  many  years,  and  was  one 
of  the  first  justices  after  the  ofifice  was  made 
elective  in  this  State.  He  also  held  other 
important  township  offices.     He  was  modest 


and  unassuming,  honest  and  enterprising  and 
consistent  and  exemplary  as  a  member  of 
Laurel  Hill  Presbyterian  church  for  more 
than  forty  years  preceding  his  death.  He 
was  a  son  of  Robert  Smith,  who  emigrated 
from  Scotland  to  America  in  early  life,  and 
settled  on  the  farm  where  his  son  Robert 
lived  and  died,  and  which  now  belongs  to  his 
grandson,  E.  C.  Smith,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Robert  Smith,  Sr.,  died  in  1857,  aged 
seventy-nine  years.  His  wife,  Mary  (Starret) 
Smith,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
Mr.  E.  C.  Smith  is  the  youngest  of  the 
following  children:  Sarah,  born  in  1827,  and 
died  in  1897;  John  S.,  born  in  1830,  died  in 
1899;  Mary,  born  in  1832;  CaroHne,  born  in 
1834;  Robert  S.,  born  in  1837;  Elizabeth, 
born  in  1843,  and  died  in  1886;  Jerome,  born 
in  1847,  died  in  1849;  Catherine,  Rosetta, 
born  in  185 1,  and  died  in  1880,  and  she  and 
her  little  twin  were  buried  together,  and  E. 
C.  E.  C.  Smith  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
chose  farming  for  his  life's  pursuit.  He  mar- 
ried on  September  6,  1883,  Lizzie  L.,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Chalfant) 
Burchinal.  To  their  union  have  been  born 
two  children,  a  daughter  and  a  son,  Sarah  R., 
born  in  1885,  and  George  Oliver,  born  Fn 
1898.  Mrs.  Smith  was  one  of  four  children, 
as  follows:  Lizzie  L.,  born  in  1857;  Oliver, 
born  1861 ;  George  B.,  born  1869,  and  Harry 
Chalfant,  who  was  born  in  1876,  and  was 
drowned  while  bathing  with  a  friend  in  the 
Allegheny  river  near  Crcighton,  Pa.,  in  1898. 
I\Irs.  Smith  is  well  read  and  well  informed 
and  cares  carefully  for  her  family,  friends  and 
guests.  ]\Ir.  Smith  is  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  in  the  community  in  which  he  re- 
sides. He  owns  a  fine  farm  of  three  liundred 
and  thirty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  has  a 
good  residence  and  a  fine  barn  and  all  other 
necessar}-  improvements.     He  is  a  kind  and 
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obliging  neighbor,  lives  peaceably  with  every- 
one and  affords  his  family  every  possible 
pleasure  and  comfort  within  his  means.  He 
is  a  church  member  and  supports  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party. 

Frank  L.  Townsend,  a  merchant  and  the 
postmaster  at  Flatwoods,  Fayette  county, 
Pa.,  was  born  May  lo,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of 
the  late  Aaron  and  Martha  (Lutz)  Townsend, 
of  Perry  township.  His  grandfather,  Aaron 
Townsend,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  Quaker  descent.  His  father,  Aaron  Town- 
send,  was  born  October  20,  1822,  and  died 
June  I,  1900.  The  latter's  children  were  all 
sons,  five  in  number:  William  J.,  born  about 
1851,  died  in  1881,  leaving  three  sons  and  two 
daughters:  John  A.,  born  1856:  Curtis,  born 
1858,  died  aged  seven  years ;  Martin  E.,  born 
in  July,  1862;  Frank  L.,  born  May  10,  1867. 
Aaron  Townsend  was  one  of  the  leading  men 
in  his  community  and  a  deacon  of  the  Flat- 
woods  Baptist  church  for  thirty-five  years. 
He  was  a  staunch  Republican  and  honest  and 
firm  in  his  convictions  in  politics  and  reli- 
gion. He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Henry  Clay, 
and  did  not  miss  an  election  in  over  fifty-five 
years.  Frank  L.  Townsend,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  married  Lizzie  Cooper,  October 
22,  1891.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Joel  and  Eliza 
Jane  (Fetz)  Cooper,  and  has  no  children. 
!Mr.  Aaron  Townsend  was  a  nephew  of  the 
late  Amos  Townsend,  ex-member  of  Con- 
gress, of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Frank  L.  Town- 
send  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  town- 
ship, learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  follow- 
ed that  avocation  for  several  years.  In  1890 
he  and  his  brother  bought  out  the  firm  of 
^Murphy  and  Townsend  at  Flatwoods,  and 
have  continued  in  the  mercantile  business 
successfully  up  to  this  time.  The  firm  is 
known  as  J.  A.  &  F.  L.  Townsend,  and  car- 


ries a  general  stock  of  merchandise.  They 
have  by  hard  work  and  honest  dealing  built 
up  a  good  trade.  Mr.  Townsend  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 
Mrs.  Townsend's  brothers  and  sisters  were: 
Isaac,  Ella  (deceased),  David,  A.  F.,  an  attor- 
ney at  Uniontown ;  Roxalena,  Lizzie,  Frank 
L.  and  Mary.  ]\Irs.  Townsend  was  born 
jNIarch  17,  1869,  and  is  a  quiet  woman  of 
worth  and  merit.  IMr.  Townsend  is  a  man 
of  good  business  qualifications,  of  rare  en- 
ergy and  quiet  perseverance,  honest  and 
truthful  and  of  mark  and  influence  in  his 
community  and  township. 

Henry  G.  Bowman,  of  honorable  German 
descent,  was  born  February  18,  1838,  on  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides  in  Franklin 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  is  a  son 
of  Andrew  and  Ruth  (Cook)  Bowman.  An- 
drew Bowman  was  born  at  Hagerstown,  Md., 
May  16,  1797,  and  came  to  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Henry  G.  Bowman,  with  his  par- 
ents when  he  was  but  two  years  old.  He  at- 
tended the  subscription  schools  and  was  first 
a  Democrat  in  politics,  then  a  Whig  and  af- 
terwards a  staunch  Republican.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Disciple  church  from  1844 
until  his  death.  He  was  a  good  citizen  and 
neighbor,  noted  for  his  truth  and  honesty 
and  integritv.  He  married  Ruth,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Cook,  of  Redstone  township,  May 
19,  1825.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  four 
children :  John,  born  in  1826,  died  in  1877 ; 
Annie  Eliza,  born  in  1828,  now  living  with 
her  brother  Henry  on  the  old  homestead ; 
Thomas  C,  born  in  1830,  died  in  185 1  ;  and 
Henrv  G.,  born  in  1838.  Andrew  Bowman 
died  February  17,  1874,  and  his  wife  preceded 
him,  dying  August  19,  1844.  His  father,  John 
Bowman,  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  in 
1772,  and  was  a  wagonmaker  by  trade.     He 
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married  Catherine,  daugliter  of  Andrew 
Sniveley,  in  1796,  and  after  his  marriage  he 
removed  to  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  in  iSoo 
came  to  Fayette  county,  where  he  died  in 
1858.  He  gave  to  each  of  his  four  daughters 
a  quarter  section  of  land.  He  was  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Fayette  county  at  his 
death.  John  Bowman's  father  ran  away  from 
his  home  in  Germany,  at  the  age  of  eleven 
rears,  and  came  to  America  about  1730,  be- 
ing sold  upon  his  arrival  here  to  pay  for  his 
passage  across  the  ocean,  as  was  the  custom 
of  those  days  in  regard  to  runaways  who 
sought  to  come  to  the  new  world  on  mer- 
chant or  other  crossing  ships.  He  married 
Catherine  Sniveley,  whose  father,  Andrew 
Sniveley,  took  a  patent  in  1778  for  three  hun- 
dred and  seven  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now 
a  part  of  Franklin  township,  which  adjoined 
the  land  of  Gen.  George  Washington  and 
Jacob  Sniveley.  Fie  deeded  this  land  to  his 
two  daughters,  Catherine  Bowman  and  Susan 
Newman.  John  Bowman  bought  Susan  New- 
man's half  of  the  land  and  deeded  the  whole 
tract  to  his  son,  Andrew  Bowman.  Thomas 
Cook,  maternal  grandfather, was  born  in  Not- 
tingham township,  Chester  county.  Pa.,  July 
28,  1756,  and  (lied  February  T4,  1842.  He 
was  married  three  times ;  first  to  Susannah 
Cousins,  of  Washington  county,  Pa.,  born 
September  18,  1783;  his  second  wife  was 
Flizabcth  Cope,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Cope.  The  Cope  family  in  this  county  origin- 
ated from  Oliver  Cope  and  Mary,  his  wife, 
who  came  over  to  this  country  with  William 
Pcnn,  in  i68j.  Four  children  were  born  to 
the  second  marriage,  solemnized  in  1797,  as 
follows:  Williau],  F.lizabeth,  Ruth  and  John. 
Henry  C,.  lUiwman  and  his  sister  Ann  live  on 
the  home  farm.  Neither  of  them  or  either 
of  their  other  1)rothers  were  married.  He 
and  his  sister  Ann  are  the  onlv  ones  of  their 


family  living.  They  are  passionately  fond  of 
children  and  their  house  is  always  full  of  chil- 
dren, neighbors  and  Irienils.  They  are  known 
through  the  surrounding  countr}-  for  their 
acts  of  charity.  They  have  reared  four  or- 
phan children,  in  1834  taking  Sarah  J.  Sin- 
clair; in  1858  Nancy  Wadsworth ;  in  1866 
W'illiam  Rhodaback,  and  in  1870  Sanford 
Rhodaback,  and  then  John  Hodges,  who 
went  away  awhile  and  then  returned  to  die. 
Mr.  Bowman  is  a  staunch  Republican  politic- 
ally, but  not  a  politician.  His  moral  charac- 
ter is  above  reproach  and  he  is  widely  known 
for  his  many  acts  of  kindness  and  charity. 

John  S.  Marsh,  late  merchant  and  jiost- 
master  of  Tippecanoe,  in  Jefferson  township, 
was  a  son  of  the  late  Thomas  and  Nancy 
(Cunnard)  Marsh,  and  was  born  in  Indiana 
county,  March  16,  1822.  His  parents  remov- 
ed in  his  childhood  from  Indiana  county  to 
Ohio,  from  whence  they  came  to  Fayette 
county.  Their  children  were  John  S.  (subject 
of  sketch);  Barsheba,  born  February  9,  1824, 
and  Jane  Nancy,  born  January  18,  1826.  Mrs. 
Marsh  was  a  daughter  of  Anthony  Cunnard, 
a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  served  imder 
Washington,  at  Yorktown,  and  the  twelve 
silver  buttons  of  his  army  coat  are  now  in  the 
possession  of  F.  A.  Marsh,  son  of  the  late 
John  S.  Marsh.  Anthony  Cunnard  wedded  a 
daughter  of  Captain  Wheatly,  of  New  Jersey, 
who  was  a  brave  and  daring  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  John  S.  Marsh  made  his 
own  wav  in  life.  He  attended  the  old  sub- 
scription school  a  short  time,  and  in  1831,  at 
nine  vears  of  age,  was  ]nit  in  Cook's  woolen 
mills  to  learn  fulling,  which  he  ijuit  in 
1852  to  l)ecome  a  cVerk  in  the  store,  b^our 
years  later  he  purchased  the  store  on  his  per- 
sonal note,  soon  cleared  his  indebtedness  and 
conducted  a  rcmunerativelv  general  mercan- 
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tile  business  at  Tippecanoe  up  to  his  decease 
on  Jul\-  4,  1900.  On  August  9,  1840,  JNIr. 
Marsh  wedded  Charlotte,  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Lucretia  Waggoner.  Mrs.  ]\Iarsh 
was  born  August  7,  1813,  and  passed  away 
June  6,  1893.  'Sir.  and  Mrs.  Alarsh  had  the 
following  children :  Thomas,  born  May  22. 
1841 ;  Rebecca  Jane,  January  24,  1843;  John 
C,  of  Connellsville,  September  3,  1844;  Isaac 
D.,  a  steamboat  engineer,  born  May  27,  1846, 
and  who  served  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  at 
New  Orleans,  in  1874;  William  L.,  born  May 
27,  1848;  David  J.,  born  August  20,  1850,  and 
died  in  infancy ;  Israel  Uriah,  March  22, 
1852;  Harrison  C.  September  19,  1854; 
Sarah  Olive,  July  24,  1856.  John  S.  Marsh 
served  as  captain  of  a  militia  company  during 
the  Civil  war  and  as  postmaster  under 
Buchanan's  administration,  at  Tippecanoe, 
which  postoffice  was  named  in  honor  of  Gen- 
eral William  Henry  Harrison,  during  the  log 
cabin  and  hard  cider  campaign  of  1840.  Cap- 
tain ^larsh  had  a  retentive  memory  and  a 
cheerful  disposition,  and  wore  well  and  light- 
ly the  weight  of  advancing  years.  He  was  a 
prominent  and  active  Mason,  having  passed 
the  chairs  of  the  lodge  and  chapter,  and  at 
his  decease  was  the  oldest  Knight  Templar 
in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  ever  true  to  the 
principles  and  teachings  of  Free  Masonry. 

John  X.  Wolf,  of  Jefiferson  township,  was 
born  A.ugust  17,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Mary  Jane  Wolf.  He  is  of  German  and 
English  origin.  He  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight 
children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  as  fol- 
lows :  Israel,  born  in  1842;  Sarah  E.,  born  in 
1844;  John  N. ;  Maria,  born  in  1848;  Martha, 
born  in  1850;  Annie  M.,  born  in  1852;  Robert 
L.,  born  in  1854,  and  Isabelle,  born  in  1856, 
all  of  whom  are  living  but  Martha,  who  died 
in  her  thirteenth  year.  J.  N.  Wolf  was  united 
56 


in  marriage,  September  12,  1872,  to  Miss 
Frances  ^'irginia  Allen.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  four  children,  three  daughters 
and  one  son  :  JNIary  Finer,  born  in  1783  ;  Gert- 
rude, born  in  1878 ;  Alva  J.,  born  in  1883,  and 
Rena  M.,  born  in  1887.  Mrs.  Wolf  was  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Alva  and  Finer  (Patter- 
son) Allen.  She  was  born  November  17,  1847, 
and  died  on  March  13,  1890.  She  was  a  kind 
and  considerate  woman  and  has  been  sadly 
missed  by  her  husband  and  children.  ^Ir. 
Wolf  is  a  farmer  and  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  ever  since  doing  for  himself.  He  is 
a  staunch  Republican  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  He  is  a  member  of  a 
musical  family,  his  father  being  a  composer, 
and  he  understands  music  also.  His  daugh- 
ters have  excellent  musical  taste  and  readily 
understand  any  kind  of  music,  being  able  to 
perform  on  almost  any  kind  of  musical  in- 
strument. The  eldest  daughter  Finer  is 
especially  fond  of  the  piano  and  organ,  and 
Gertrude  is  a  splendid  performer  on  the 
guitar.  These  young  ladies  conduct  their 
father's  store  and  have  the  house  managp- 
ment  at  home,  as  Mr.  Wolf  is  not  in  good 
health.  Alva  J.  Wolf  is  still  at  home  and 
sees  to  the  management  of  the  farm,  and 
in  other  ways  lightens  the  necessary  labors 
of  his  father.  Mr.  Wolf  is  well  and  favor- 
ably known  in  his  commimity. 

Addison  N.  Allen,  of  Franklin  township, 
is  a  leading  farmer  and  stock  grower.  He  is 
a  son  of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Chalfant)  Allen, 
and  was  born  on  January  21,  1823,  in  Fay- 
ette county,  Pa.  Isaac  Allen  was  born  in 
A'irginia  and  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania 
about  one  hundred  years  ago.  He  followed 
teaming  in  the  early  part  of  the  century  and 
hauled  from  Baltimore,  Md.,  across  the 
mountains  to  all  the  western  trading  towns 
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as  far  west  as  the  State  of  Ohio.  He  was  an 
active  man  of  his  day  and  was  noted  for  his 
business  qualities  and  at  his  death  had  ac- 
quired considerable  wealth.  Addison  N.  Al- 
len was  reared  on  the  farm  and  married  Re- 
becca, daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Col- 
let, of  Fayette  county,  in  1857.  This  mar- 
riage was  blessed  with  the  following  sons 
and  daughters :  George  C,  who  was  born 
in  1S58;  lives  in  Redstone  township; 
Robert  W.,  who  was  born  in  1859,  lives  in 
Redstone  township,  and  had  two  children ; 
Eliza  M.,  who  was  born  in  1863,  married 
Robert  C.  Dunn,  and  has  two  daughters ; 
Hannah  J.,  who  was  born  in  1865,  married 
William  Murphy,  and  has  two  daughters ; 
Col.  E.,  who  was  born  in  1867,  lives  in  Frank- 
lin township,  and  has  two  children,  a  son 
and  a  daughter;  Jasper  T.,  was  born  in  1872, 
and  has  two  children  :  John  Addison,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  1875,  and  married  in  1888,  Lou 
Woodward,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Woodward,  of  Franklin  township,  and  Ethel 
R.,  born  in  1879,  is  still  at  home.  Of  these 
children  Ethel  R.  and  John  A.  Allen,  Jr.,  re- 
side with  their  father  on  the  home  farm. 
Mrs.  Allen  was  born  December  23,  1834,  and 
died  February  11,  1890.  She  was  a  kind  and 
Christian  woman  and  is  a  nnich  missed  neigh- 
bor and  friend.  In  politics  Mr.  Allen  is  a 
Republican,  and  in  religious  thought  and 
practice  he  follows  the  Quaker  principles  and 
teachings  of  George  Fox  and  William 
Penn.  Mr.  Allen  originally  owned  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  choice  farming  and  fine  coal 
lands  and  of  the  latter  sold  to  the  value  of 
$25,000.  He  acquired  his  competency  by 
hard  work,  economy  and  good  management 
and  has  provided  well  for  each  of  his  chil- 
dren. In  rearing  his  family  he  has  always 
taught  them  that  honesty  is  one  of  the  first 
principles  of  religion,  and  as  his  life  in  this 


world  is  almost  finished  he  can  say  with  much 
confidence  that  he  owes  no  man  any  thing 
but  good  will.  His  character  is  worthy  of 
imitation  by  his  posterity. 

Stewart  Henderson. — One  of  Fayette 
count)''s  leading  citizens  and  successful  farm- 
ers, is  Stewart  Henderson,  of  Franklin  town- 
ship. He  is  of  Irish  and  German  descent, 
and  was  born  August  24,  1849.  He  is  a  son 
of  Isaac  and  the  late  Mary  (Dunlap)  Hen- 
derson. His  grandfather,  Stewart  Hender- 
son, came  to  America  from  Ireland  about 
one  hundred  years  ago,  and  had  a  family  of 
eight  sons  and  two  daughters :  Thomas, 
Stewart,  Isaac,  Alexander,  Harvey.  David, 
Jacob,  Joseph,  Nancy  and  Alary.  Isaac 
Henderson,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1814  and  is  still  living  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  eighty-six  years  and  enjoying  the  best  of 
health.  He  married  Mary  Dunlap,  in  1834, 
and  she  died  March  20,  1872.  This  union 
was  blessed  with  eight  children :  Hannah, 
Mary  Ann,  Samuel,  deceased,  Alexander, 
twins  that  died  in  infancy,  Stewart  and 
Thomas,  deceased.  Stewart  Henderson  mar- 
ried Harriet  Woodward,  December  10,  1874. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Davis  and  j\Iary  (Boyd) 
Woodward  (sec  sketch  of  Samuel  ^^'ood- 
ward),  and  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  thir- 
teen children :  Samuel,  Joseph,  Rebecca, 
Finley,  John,  Phebe,  Eliza,  Dempsy  and  Har- 
riet living,  and  Robert,  Caleb,  Davis  and 
Mary  deceased.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Henderson 
have  four  children:  Davis,  born  in  1S75  ^'i*^ 
now  studying  law  in  Uniontown  ;  Isaac,  born 
April  4,  1878;  one  born  in  1881  and  died  un- 
named and  Mary,  born  1889.  Mr.  Hender- 
son started  out  in  life  a  poor  boy,  but  by 
hard  work  and  good  management  he  has  ob- 
tained a  competency.  He  attributes  most  of 
his  success  to  the  assistance,  sympathy  and 
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wise  counsels  of  his  wife.  They  have  just 
sold  their  home  place  for  fifty-one  thousand 
dollars.  Mr.  Henderson  is  a  Republican, 
and  a  Presbyterian,  and  devotes  Iiis  time  and 
attention  largely  to  his  business  affairs,  but 
neglects  no  duty  he  owes  to  his  friends, 
neighbors  and  fellow  citizens. 

John  Quinxy  Adams,  a  prominent  farmer 
of  Jefferson  townsliip,  was  born  January  12, 
1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Elizabeth 
(Stephens)  Adams,  both  of  Scotch  origin. 
Alexander  Adams  was  a  cooper  b)'  trade,  and 
married  Elizabeth  Stephens  in  1841.  This 
marriage  was  blessed  with  four  children : 
Xancy  Jane,  born  in  1842,  married  Nelson 
Xickles;  John  Ouincy,  born  in  1846;  Phoebe, 
born  in  1848,  married  Edward  Chambers,  of 
Fayette  county:  Mary  Ellen,  born  in  1850, 
married  John  W.  ]\Jurphy,  of  Fayette  county. 
On  October  27,  1870,  John  Ouincy  Adams 
married  Frances  Stephens,  a  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Amanda  (Bentley)  Stephens.  I\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Adams  have  two  children,  one  son 
and  one  daughter:  Curtis  B.,  born  Decem- 
ber 26,  1875,  and  living  on  the  home  place 
with  his  father,  is  a  farmer,  a  church  member 
and  a  member  of  the  Epworth  League ;  and 
Ada  O.,  born  April  6,  1885.  Mrs.  Adams  is 
a  member  of  the  ]\I.  E.  church :  was  born 
August  9,  1849,  and  is  one  of  a  family  of  three 
children:  Bell  M.,  Frances  and  Bentley. 
Her  father,  Joshua  Stephens,  was  born  in 
1820,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Fayette  county.  Mr.  Adams  started  out  in 
life  as  a  poor  boy,  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
attended  the  common  schools.  By  hard 
work  and  economy  he  and  his  wife  managed 
to  obtain  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-five 
acres,  with  good  buildings  and  all  necessary 
improvements.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  a 
church   member.     Pie  lives   in   a   s:ood   aeri- 


cultural  and  rich  mineral  township  of  Fayette 
county,  and  is  one  of  Jefferson's  reliable  and 
responsible  citizens. 

Emaxuei,  Shearer,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Franklin  township,  was  born  January  i,  1843, 
and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Emily  (Shot- 
well)  Shearer.  His  grandfather,  Frederick 
Shearer,  was  an  early  settler  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  a  German  by  birth.  He  was  born 
Alarch  24,  1770,  and  married  in  America,  on 
March  2^.  1793,  Rebecca  Markle,  of  Berks 
county.  They  had  eleven  children,  of  whom 
Jacob,  the  father  of  this  subject,  was  the 
eighth  child.  He  was  born  in  Franklin  coun- 
ty, January  30,  1809,  and  removed  with  his 
father,  in  1815,  to  Jefferson  township.  He 
married,  on  ]March  27,  1838,  Emily  Shotwell, 
a  daughter  of  John  Shotwell,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Franklin  township.  Their  union 
was  blessed  with  seven  children:  John  T., 
born  July  25,  1839,  now  deceased;  Rebecca 
M.,  born  May  19,  1841,  also  deceased ;  Eman- 
uel, born  in  January,  1843;  Sarah  C,  born 
August  2^,  1845 :  Leroy,  born  in  January, 
185 1,  now  deceased ;  Susan  E.,  born  Septem- 
ber 28,  1853,  also  deceased;  and  Emma  C, 
born  December  i,  1855,  and  deceased. 
Emanuel  Shearer,  on  November  29,  1864, 
married  Elizabeth  Cook,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Esther  (Dearmon)  Cook,  deceased. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  two  daughters :  Esther 
E.,  Frederick  O.,  Harvey  J.,  Jessie  M.  and 
John  C.  J\lr.  Shearer  is  a  first  class  farmer, 
and  started  out  in  the  world  in  moderate 
circumstances.  He  has  obtained  consider- 
able wealth,  and  has  recently  sold  his  coal, 
retaining  the  surface.  His  home  place  is  a 
fine  farm,  and  well  improved.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican and  a  member  of  the  Christian  or 
Disciple  church  and  ranks  as  one  of  the  self- 
made  men  of  his  township. 
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David  H.  Cook. — One  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty's honored  citizens  and  prosperous  farmers 
is  David  H.  Cook.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Henry  and  Sarah  (Hazen)  Cook.  His  grand- 
father John  Cook  was  an  early  settler  in  Red- 
stone Creek  valley  and  built  and  ran  the  first 
mill  in  Redstone  township,  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  years  ago,  near  the  site  of 
Tippecanoe  postoffice.  Henry  Cook,  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  August 
9,  1814,  and  died  October  27,  1887.  He  was 
a  leading  citizen  in  the  community  in  which 
he  lived  for  a  numljer  of  years.  He  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  serving  as  an  elder  for  about  forty 
years.  He  was  sincere  in  his  convictions  and 
honest  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men. 
He  was  in  his  day  one  of  Franklin  township's 
wealthiest  citizens  and  left  behind  him  a  char- 
acter beyond  reproach  and  worthy  of  imita- 
tion. He  married  Esther,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander and  Mary  Deyarmond,  and  by  this 
marriage  had  seven  children :  Rachel,  Jane, 
Elizabeth,  John,  Susan,  Ruth  and  William. 
INIrs.  Cook  died  and  after  her  death  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Hazen ;  to  this  second  marriage 
were  born  three  children :  Esther  E.,  David 
H.,  born  August  5,  1858,  and  Clara,  born  in 
i860.  David  H.  Cook,  October  11,  1883, 
married  Sarah  Emily,  daughter  of  George 
and  Susan  Shields.  To  this  union  have  been 
born  two  children :  Henrv,  born  December 
29,  1884,  and  Sarah  H.,  born  February  24, 
1890.  In  politics  Mr.  Cook  is  a  staunch 
Democrat,  and  like  his  father  before  him  be- 
lieves in  Jeffersonian  principles.  Mr.  Cook 
is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  in  which  he  has  been  an  elder  for 
a  number  of  years.  Since  1874  he  has  held 
several  township  offices  for  six  years  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Franklin  town- 
sliip.     He  is  a  man  of  moral  character,  hon- 


est and  sincere  in  his  convictions,  a  good 
neighbor,  a  friend  to  the  poor  and  a  ready 
worker  for  his  church  and  the  advancement 
of  Christianity.  He  is  possessed  of  consider- 
able means,  owning  a  half  interest  in  a  fine 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  and 
one-third  of  a  flouring  mill  at  Tippecanoe. 
His  home  farm  has  fine  buildings  and  is  well 
improved.  He  faithfully  discharges  every 
duty  of  life,  and  well  maintains  the  reputa- 
tion of  an  old  and  useful  family  of  Favette 
county. 

Jesse  O.  Stkickler,  a  prosperous  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  of  Franklin  township,  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (Snyder)  Strickler, 
of  Franklin  township  and  both  of  German 
origin.  Of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  he  is 
the  tenth  child:  David,  born  in  1849;  Con- 
rad, born  in  1851 ;  Sudie,  born  in  1853;  John, 
born  in  1855;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1857;  Sadie, 
born  in  1859;  Joseph,  born  in  1S61 ;  Frank, 
born  in  1863 ;  Flora,  born  in  1865 ;  Jesse  O., 
born  in  1869;  ^^'illiam,  born  in  1871 ;  Annie, 
born  in  1876,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  in 
good  health.  Jesse  O.  Strickler,  on  Novem- 
ber 19,  1890,  married  Lenow,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Emily  (Hostetler)  Core,  of  Ger- 
man township.  Mrs.  Strickler  was  born 
January  20,  1871,  and  has  one  sister, 
Georgianna,  born  April  7,  1873,  and  married 
to  WilHam  McCormick.  JN'Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Strickler  have  four  children ;  three  sons  and 
one  daughter:  Henry  Ray,  born  November 
19,  1891  ;  Jacob  Willis,  born  April  20,1894; 
Lloyd,  born  September  21,  1896,  and  died 
INIarch  11,  1900;  and  Emily  Rebecca,  born 
January  i,  1899.  Mr.  Strickler  started  out 
in  life  a  poor  boy,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  Franklin 
township.  By  hard  work  and  economy  he  has 
acquired  a  nice  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
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acres,  on  which  are  good  buildings  and 
other  improvements.  All  of  his  land  has 
been  limed,  and  he  has  to-day  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  Fayette  county.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat,  and  in  religion  he  and  his 
wife  are  Presbyterians.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  county  grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry and  has  been  a  director  of  the  Grange 
Insurance  Company  for  several  j^ears.  He 
carries  insurance  on  his  buildings  and  his 
stock,  and  thus  sensibly  provides  against  un- 
forseen  losses. 

John  S.  RittenhousE,  one  of  Franklin 
township's  successful  farmers,  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  origin.  He  was  born  on  May  29,  1856, 
and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Achsah  (Smith) 
Rittenhouse.  Abner  Rittenhouse,  his  father, 
settled  in  Fayette  county.  He  was  the 
father  of  five  children :  Rebecca,  Emily, 
Eliza,  William  and  James.  William  Ritten- 
house (father)  was  born  in  1822,  and  married 
Achsah  Smith  on  May  17,  1853.  This  mar- 
riage was  blessed  with  three  children :  Alice 
J.,  John  S.,  now  deceased,  and  Annie  Eliza. 
Mrs.  Rittenhouse  (mother)  is  a  daughter  of 
the  late  John  and  Sarah  (Patterson)  Smith, 
and  is  the  seventh  of  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren: Robert,  John  P.,  ]\Iargaret,  Mary, 
Jane,  Harriet,  Achsah  and  Sarah.  John  S. 
Rittenhouse  was  reared  on  a  farm.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  only  three  years  of 
age,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  six  years  old, 
he  was  compelled  to  go  to  work  to  help  to 
support  his  widowed  mother  and  his  sisters. 
He  married  Caroline  W.  Arnold,  on  October 
16.  1879.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Mary  (Wyley)  Arnold,  of  Franklin  township, 
and  the  youngest  of  the  following  eleven 
children:  Eliza,  born  April  27,  1837,  died 
August  27,  1838;  Andrew,  born  August  3, 
1838,  died  October  18,  1865;  Margaret,  born 


July  29,  1840;  John,  born  June  13,  1842, 
and  deceased  ;  Jane  A.,  born  September  18, 
1844;  Thomas  M.,  born  September  30,  1846; 
Hamilton,  born  December  23,  1848;  Henry, 
born  ]\Iarch  4,  1851;  Mary  E.,  born  May  3, 
1852;  Orton  F.,  born  November  9,  1856; 
and  Caroline  W.,  born  June  19,  1861.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rittenhouse  have  two  children: 
Clayton  A.,  born  September  30,  1880,  and 
Otis  W.,  born  November  i,  1897.  Mr.  Rit- 
tenhouse has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  township 
schools.  He  now  owns  a  good  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  fort3--four  acres,  which  is  well 
improved  and  very  productive.  Mr.  Ritten- 
house is  a  Republican  and  a  Baptist.  He  is 
a  member  of  Lodge  No.  965,  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M., 
at  Flatwoods  and  has  held  various  district 
offices.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  county 
grange.  No.  1144,  at  Waltersburg.  He  takes 
a  great  interest  in  his  farm,  and  all  things 
that  are  for  the  good  of  his  neighbors  and 
community  at  large.  He  is  a  devoted  son 
to  his  widowed  mother,  who  now  spends  her 
time  at  his  home  at  the  advanced  age  of 
sevent3'-seven  years.  He  is  also  devoted 
to  his  children  and  is  always  ready  to  share 
their  troubles,  leaving  nothing  undone  that 
would  give  them  pleasure  or  comfort. 

Jacob  StricklEe,  one  of  the  honored  and 
responsible  citizens  of  Franklin  township, 
was  born  in  1828,  near  Dunbar.  He  is  a  son 
of  the  late  Conrad  and  Elizabeth  (Barnes) 
Strickler,  and  the  Strickler  family  is  of  Ger- 
man lineage.  Jacob  Strickler  is  the  eldest 
of  a  large,  family  of  children  ;  their  names  are  : 
Jacob,  Conrad,  Mary,  Joseph,  John,  Jesse, 
Elizabeth,  Samuel,  Sarah  and  one  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Strickler  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  was  trained  to  hard  work  and 
honest   dealings.     He    married    on    October 
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lo,  1850,  Rebecca,  a  daughter  of  the  late 
David  Snyder,  of  Tyrone  township.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Strickler  have  twelve  children : 
David,  born  in  1851,  (now  in  California); 
Conrad,  now  in  Ohio;  Mary  and  John,  born 
in  Fayette  county,  Pa. ;  Elizabeth,  now  in 
Ohio ;  Sadie,  residing  in  Nebraska ;  Joseph, 
Frank,  Jesse,  Flora,  William  and  Annie,  who 
are  residents  of  this  county.  Jacob  Strick- 
ler was  born  of  poor  parents,  and  has  made 
his  own  way  in  the  world.  He  started  out 
in  life  without  a  dollar,  but  by  the  help  of 
his  good  wife  and  hard  work,  pluck  and 
economy  he  has  become  a  man  of  means. 
He  has  given  to  each  of  his  twelve  children 
a  good  farm,  aggregating  in  value  about 
sixty  thousand  dollars.  He  is  a  Democrat, 
and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
and  has  held  most  of  the  township  offices. 
He  is  a  useful  citizen,  a  good  neighbor  and 
a  friend  to  the  poor.  He  has  a  retentive 
memory  and  is  well  acquainted  on  the  gen- 
eral subjects  of  the  day.  He  has  so  aided 
his  children  that  they  are  living  in  comfort- 
able circumstances.  He  and  his  wife  are 
now  spending  their  last  days  together,  living 
a  retired  life  and  as  their  end  in  this  world 
draws  nearer  they  look  back  upon  a  well 
spent  life  filled  with  rich  rewards  of  gener- 
ous acts  kindly  done  and  assistance  cheer- 
fully given  to  others. 

Ci^EMENT  Laird  Vallandigham  Bute, 
one  of  Franklin  township's  leading  citizens 
and  farmers,  was  born  May  25,  1863.  He  is 
a  son  of  the  late  Joseph  and  Clarissa  (Pdack) 
Bute,  of  Franklin  township.  Joseph  Bute 
(great-great-grandfather)  was  born  in  Scot- 
land, served  as  a  soldier  under  Braddock  and 
was  one  of  the  survivors  of  that  ill  starred 
general's  defeat.  When  his  term  of  enlistment 
was  out,  he  settled  in  Virginia,  and  was  mar- 


ried there.  His  marriage  was  blessed  with 
one  son:  Joseph  Bute,  Jr. (great-grandfather), 
was  born  in  Virginia  and  married  a  Miss 
Dick  of  that  State.  He  left  two  sons  and 
two  daughters.  One  of  these  sons,  John 
Bute  (grandfather)  was  born  in  Virginia,  in 
1785,  and  when  a  small  boy  he  removed  with 
his  mother  and  stepfather  to  near  Wheeling, 
but  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  left  home 
on  account  of  his  stepfather's  idleness.  After 
working  three  years  he  removed  to  Upper 
Middletown,  then  known  as  Plumsock,  and 
engaged  for  a  time  as  bar  tender  for  his 
uncle,  Henry  Dick.  He  afterwards  pur- 
chased the  Pierce  farm  in  Franklin  township, 
where  he  built  in  1829,  a  saw  mill  and 
grist  mill.  He  married  in  1808,  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  Morrison.  Their 
marriage  was  blessed  with  the  following  chil- 
dren:  Washington,  l^orn  in  1809,  deceased; 
]\Iadison,  born  in  1811,  and  died  in  1885; 
Joseph,  born  in  1812;  John,  born  in  181 5; 
Jane  Ann,  born  in  1817;  Cyrus,  born  in  1819; 
Jefferson  and  Monroe,  twins,  born  in  1822 ; 
Andrew  Jackson,  born  in  1824;  William 
Morrison,  born  in  1826;  Franklin,  born  in 
1829,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Joseph 
Bute  received  a  very  good  education,  and 
when  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age  he  re- 
moved from  the  Phillip's  farm  to  the  one  his 
son  now  owns  in  Franklin  township.  He 
was  married  to  Sarah  Ann,  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  Sparks,  of  Perry  township,  in  1S37, 
and  she  died  in  1838,  leaving  one  child,  Jack- 
son, born  in  1838,  and  who  died  in  i8y8  near 
Grand  Ridge,  111.  Joseph  Bute's  second  wife 
was  Clarissa,  a  daughter  of  William  Black, 
of  Perryopolis.  They  were  married  in  1839, 
and  she  died  in  1875.  This  second  marriage 
was  blessed  with  the  following  children  :  John 
Bute,  born  in  1S41  and  died  in  1843;  ^^'1" 
liam,  born  in   1843;  Horatio  S.,  born,  1845; 
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Espey,  born  in  1846;  Sarah  J.,  born  in  1848; 
Arabella,  born  in  1851  ;  Susan  E.,  born  in 
1853 ;  Joseph  P.,  born  in  1855 ;  Mary  C,  born 
in  1857;  George  C,  born  in  1859;  C.  L.  V., 
born  in  1863;  Cora  S.,  born  in  1866  and 
Olive  E.,  born  in  1870.  Joseph  Bute  was  al- 
ways a  staunch  believer  in  the  principles  and 
teachings  of  the  Jeffersonian  Democracy. 
He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Flat- 
woods  Baptist  church  for  over  tifty  years,  and 
served  as  clerk  of  the  church  from  1863 
up  to  within  ten  years  of  his  death.  He  was 
also  one  of  its  board  of  deacons.  He  start- 
ed out  in  life  with  moderate  means,  but  after- 
wards he  inherited  one  hundred  acres  of  land, 
and  by  hard  work,  push  and  energy  he  man- 
aged to  acquire  over  five  hundred  acres  in 
Franklin  township,  and  some  three  thousand 
acres  of  land  in  Nebraska,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  men 
in  Franklin  township.  He  was  always  a 
leading  citizen  in  the  community  in  which 
he  resided.  He  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and 
when  he  was  called  from  this  earthly  life  in 
1896,  the  township  lost  a  leading,  active  and 
prominent  citizen.  C.  L.  \'.  Bute  was  rear- 
ed on  a.  farm,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Franklin  township.  He 
married  on  September  25,  1893,  Harriet  M., 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Craft)  Arm- 
strong, of  Fayette  county.  Mrs.  Bute  was 
born  January  31,  1870,  and  was  one  of  a  fam- 
ily of  six  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bute  have 
been  blessed  with  one  child,  Mary  Gladys, 
born  July  21,  1897.  Mr.  Bute  went  to  Grand 
'Ridge,  Illinois,  in  1894,  and  opened  a  hard- 
ware and  implement  store,  which  he  conduct- 
ed for  one  year  and  then  returned  to  the  old 
place  in  Franklin  township.  He  owns  a  fine 
farm,  that  is  a  part  of  the  old  homestead. 
His  farm  is  well  improved  and  he  has  a  fine 
dwelling  and  good  barns  and  other  buildings. 


In  politics,  Mr.  Bute  is  a  staunch  Democrat ; 
and  religiously  a  consistent  member  of  the 
church  of  Christ.  Not  over  bold,  with  a 
speculative  spirit,  yet  not  neglecting  passing 
opportunities,  but  always  conservative  and 
prudent,  he  has  risked  no  great  losses  for 
greater  possible  gains,  and  has  held  well  to 
moderate  and  sure  increases. 

James  H.  Rittuxhouse:,  one  of  the  honor- 
ed and  esteemed  citizens  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, is  a  prosperous  farmer  and  stock 
grower,  and  is  of  sturdy  English  and  Ger- 
man nationality.  He  was  born  on  January 
23.  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  James  and 
Diana  (McKee)  Rittenhouse,  of  Frankhn 
township.  ]\Irs.  Rittenhouse  was  a  daughter 
of  the  late  Henry  and  Susan  McKee,  of 
Franklin  township.  j\Ir.  Rittenhouse's  grand- 
father, Abner  Rittenhouse,  was  an  early  set- 
tler in  Fayette  county.  His  father,  James 
Rittenhouse,  was  one  of  the  honored  and  re- 
spected citizens  of  Fayette  county.  He  was 
born  in  1824,  and  died  in  1898.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Diana  McKee  in  1853  and 
they  had  three  children :  Finle}',  James  and 
one  child,  who  died  in  infancy.  James  H. 
Rittenhouse  was  married  to  Dorcas  Hazen  in 
1879,  ^"d  their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
four  children:  May,  born  in  1880;  Carrie, 
born  in  1884 :  Harry,  born  in  1885,  and 
Hazen,  born  in  1887.  Mary  Rittenhouse 
married  Frank  L.  Lee,  of  Franklin  township, 
and  has  one  son,  Luther,  born  in  1899. 
James  H.  Rittenhouse  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Franklin  township.  He  started  out  knowing 
no  such  word  as  fail,  working  quietly  and 
persistently,  and  success  finally  crowned  his 
eftorts.  He  now  owns  a  farm  of  ninety- 
three  acres  of  land  on  which  are  a  nice  dwell- 
ing,  a  first  class   barn  and   other  necessary 
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buildings.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  a 
staunch  believer  in  Prohibition  principles 
and  was  his  party's  nominee  for  county  com- 
missioner in  1899.  His  candidacy  was  not 
made  with  the  hope  of  election  but  rather  as 
an  evidence  that  he  iiad  the  courage  of  his 
convictions.  He  is  a  man  that  has  always 
worked  for  the  good  of  the  community  at 
large.  He  has  always  acted  independent  of 
personal  interests  in  any  matter  of  public  im- 
port, and  is  perfectly  satisfied,  if  he  thinks  he 
is  right,  to  be  found  with  the  minority.  Mr. 
Rittenhouse  took  an  active  part  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  Franklin  Grange  and  acts  as 
its  purchasing  agent.  Pie  is  one  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company. 

Thomas  Scott  Dunn,  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, is  a  leading  farmer  and  lumber  dealer 
in  the  community  in  which  he  resides.  He 
was  born  January  7,  1848,  and  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  origin.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Thomas 
and  Eleanor  (vScott)  Dunn,  of  Franklin  town- 
ship. Thomas  Dunn,  his  father,  was  born  in 
1824,  and  married  Kleanor  Scott  of  German 
townsliip.  To  this  union  were  born  eleven 
children :  John  A.,  born  in  1845,  "ow  de- 
ceased;  Agnes  R.,  born  in  1846;  Thomas 
Scott,  (the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch) ; 
Mary  C,  born  in  1849,  Samuel  W.,  born  in 
1855,  now  deceased  ;  Harriet  I.,  born  in  1857; 
Robert  C,  born  in  1861  ;  Major  E.,  born  in 
1862,  and  Henry  G.,  born  in  1866.  Mr. 
Dunn's  great-grandfather  patented  the  land 
on  which  the  former  now  lives,  in  1787,  and 
Iniilt  the  house  the  former  now  lives  in  in  179J. 
His  name  was  Thomas  Dunn  and  he  came  to 
this  country  from  Ireland  in  1772.  He  mar- 
ried a  Scotch  woman,  Mary  Caldwell,  and  the 
grandmother  of  this  subject  was  born  in  1800, 


and  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-three 
years.  She  was  widely  known  through  the 
county  as  Aunt  Katie.  She  was  an  excel- 
lent woman  and  loved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
In  her  old  age  she  was  a  dear  lover  of  little 
children.  She  possessed  a  splendid  memory 
all  through  life,  and  when  she  died  she  left 
a  character  worthy  of  imitation.  Thomas 
Scott  Dunn  was  married  to  Jane  A.  jMurphy, 
in  1869.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Robinson  and 
Margaret  (Frasher)  Murphy,  of  Franklin 
township,  who  reared  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren :  James,  Luke,  now  dead ;  Elizabeth, 
Jane  A.,  born  in  1848;  Martha,  Nancy  M., 
and  Arabella.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunn's  mar- 
riage has  been  blessed  witli  six  children : 
Clarence  E.,  born  in  1869;  Olive  B.,  born  in 
1871,  and  married  Dr.  J.  O.  Arnold,  of 
Philadelphia,  in  1897;  Thomas  B.,  born  in 
1875,  and  married  Ethel  Arrison,  in  189S; 
William  R.,  born  in  1879;  James  H.,  born  in 
1881,  and  Harriet,  born  in  1884.  Mr.  Dunn 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  chose  farming  for 
his  occupation.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Franklin  township. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  the  saw  milling  and 
lumber  business  for  the  past  thirtj-  years. 
Mr.  Dunn  politically  was  first  a  Republican, 
but  after  he  reached  manhood  and  began  to 
fight  life's  battles  and  study  for  the  good  of 
the  country,  he  changed  his  politics  and  join- 
ed the  Prohibitionists  in  Franklin  township, 
and  is  one  of  the  JVohibition  leaders  in  the 
county.  He  is  not  a  Prohibitionist  for 
policy,  or  for  the  i)urpose  of  seeking  office, 
l)ut  because  he  thinks  his  party  advocates  the 
principles  that  are  best  for  mankind  and  the 
country  at  large.  He  has  been  county  chair- 
man of  his  party  for  two  years.  Mr.  Dunn 
is  a  highly  respected  citizen  in  the  community 
in  which  he  lives.  He  is  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  United  I'resbyterian  church,  and 


AKD   HISTORICAL  IlEFERENCE   BOOK   OF  FAYETTE   COUNTY. 


1037 


has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school  in  his  church  for  a  number  of  years, 
being  known  for  his  earnest  work  in  both  the 
church  and  Sabbath-school.  He  is  a  good 
musician  and  has  taught  vocal  music  in 
several  parts  of  the  county.  Mr.  Dunn  start- 
ed out  in  life  a  poor  man,  but  by  hard  work, 
favorable  opportunities  and  good  manage- 
ment he  has  obtained  a  respectable  compe- 
tency. He  has  a  fine  farm  of  three  hundred 
acres,  all  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
On  his  farm  are  two  good  dwellings  and  two 
ample  barns.  Mr.  Dunn  is  sincere  and  true 
to  his  convictions.  He  is  a  man  who  is  hon- 
est in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellowmen. 
Thomas  Scott  Dunn  acts  from  principle,  not 
policy.  He  accepts  as  his  duty  what  his  con- 
science sanctions,  and  performs  every  duty 
faithfully  that  opportunity  presents,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

GEORGE  C.  Allen,  one  of  Redstone's  lead- 
ing and  prosperous  farmers,  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  April  28,  1858,  and  is  a 
son  of  N.  Addison  and  Rebecca  (Collett)  Al- 
len, of  English  descent.  His  grandfather, 
Isaac  Allen,  a  native  of  Virginia,  came 
to  Brownsville,  Pa.,  when  he  was  a  small  boy 
and  worked  about  the  boat  yards  until  he  ac- 
cumulated money  enough  to  buy  a  team.  He 
then  followed  teaming  for  a  while  from  Bal- 
timore, Rid.,  to  all  points  Northwest  as  far 
as  the  State  of  Ohio,  investing  his  earnings 
in  land.  He  was  a  thrifty  and  enterprising 
man  acquiring  considerable  property.  His 
son  Nathan  Addison  Allen  was  born  in  1823, 
and  married  Miss  Rebecca  Collett  in  1857. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  nine  children : 
George  C,  subject;  Robert  W.,  born  in  1859, 
and  married  Etta,  daughter  of  Nath.  and 
Hannah   Stephens,   and   has   three   children ; 


one  dying  in  infancy ;    Elizabeth  M.,  born  in 
1863,   and   married   Robert    Dunn   and   they 
have  two  children;  Hannah  J.,  born  in  1865, 
married  William  Rlurphy  and  has  two  chil- 
dren ;    Col.  E.,  born  in  1867,  married  Cora, 
daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Watson,  and  has 
two  children;    Jasper  T.,  born  in  1872,  mar- 
ried   Ida,    daughter    of   Jacob    and    Ann    E. 
Cooper,  and  has  two  children ;  John  A.,  born 
in   1875,  married  Lou  Woodward,  daughter 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  Woodward,  and  Ethel 
R.,  born  in   1879,   married  August  4,    1899, 
Morris    Dufif.     After    Ethel's    marriage    Mr. 
Allen  made  his  home  with  his  son  John  A., 
on  the  old  homestead  until  his  death,  Janu- 
ary 30,  1900,  thus  breaking  up  the  home,  the 
mother    having    died     February     11,     1890. 
George  C.  Allen  was  reared  on  a  farm,  re- 
ceived   a     common     school     education    and 
chose  farming  for  his  occupation.     He  mar- 
ried Maggie,  daughter  of  Watson  and  Rachel 
(Frasher)  Murphy,  of  Franklin  township,  on 
August  24,   1879.     The}'  reared  a  family  of 
five  children :   James,  Elizabeth  J.,  Margaret, 
Alice  and  Martha  (deceased).     Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Allen    have    two    children,    both    daughters, 
Maud,  born  in  1880,  married  Sylvester  Wal- 
ters, January    i,    1900,   and   Bessie,  born   in 
1883.     Mr.   Allen   started    in   life   without   a 
dollar,  and  to-day  owns  a  fine  farm  and  has 
just  completed  one  of  the  handsomest  dwell- 
ings in  Redstone  township  at  a  cost  of  about 
three   thousand   dollars.     He  is   getting  out 
timber    to    build    a    fine    large    barn,    which 
when  completed  will  be  a  model  as  well  as 
an   ornament   to   his   farm.     ?ilr.   Allen   is   a 
good    farmer    and    a    hard    worker,    a    good 
neighbor  and  a  useful  citizen  and  is  firm  and 
sincere  in  his  convictions.     He  is  a  staunch 
Prohibitionist,  and  believes  that  he  is  advo- 
cating the   principles   that   are   best   for  the 
country  and  his  fellow  men.     Although  he  is 
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not  a  member  of  any  church  he  is  strictly  a 
moral  man,  and  is  always  ready  to  help  with 
church  enterprises.  He  holds  the  view  that 
honesty  and  temperance  are  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  religion.  Mr.  Allen  can  truthfully 
say  that  he  was  never  drunk  in  Iiis  life,  hav- 
ing never  tasted  whisky,  and  never  used  in- 
toxicating drinks  or  tobacco  in  any  shape, 
remembering  at  all  times  a  mother's  counsel 
'"touch  not,  taste  not,  handle  not."  Mr.  Al- 
len is  an  enterprising  man  and  takes  a  great 
pride  in  his  farm  and  community,  advocating 
central  schools,  good  roads  and  free  rural 
mail  delivery.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Frank- 
lin Grange,  No.  1169,  and  believes  that  the 
farmers  should  unite  for  their  own  protec- 
tion. One  characteristic  of  the  Allen  family 
is  that  every  one  out  of  the  seven  who  are 
married  has  only  two  children.  The  Allen 
family  is  of  considerable  age  in  the  county, 
and  its  members  are  industrious,  moral,  ener- 
getic and  strictly  temperate. 

Herm-W  T.  Blair,  machinist  and  manu- 
facturer, is  a  son  of  the  late  Milton  T.  and 
Mollie  (Yocum)  Blair,  of  Fayette  county, 
and  was  born  July  13,  1875.  His  grandfather 
was  John  Blair,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  reared  a  large  family  of  children.  He 
was  of  Irish  descent.  His  son  Milton  Blair 
married  Mollie  Yocum,  of  Fayette  county, 
and  they  had  four  children :  Lillian,  Herman 
T.,  Minnie  and  x^nnie,  all  of  whom  died  but 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Herman  T.  Blair 
lost  his  father  when  he  was  but  two  years 
old.  He  removed  with  his  widowed  mother 
soon  after  his  father's  death  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  where  they  remained  on  a  farm  until 
lie  was  nine  years  old.  He  then  removed  to 
Jackson  county,  W.  \'a.,  and  went  to  work 
in  an  a])iary,  where  he  continued  for  four 
years.     Next  he  went  to  work  in  the  timber 


business  and  followed  that  until  he  was  six- 
teen 3-ears  of  age  when  he  removed  to  Penn- 
s\dvania,  where  he  worked  at  the  carpenter 
trade  for  eight  months.  He  then  removed 
to  Tennessee  and  remained  for  three  months 
when  he  came  back  to  this  State  again.  This 
time  he  went  in  lousiness  for  himself,  put  up  a 
small  sawmill  and  also  other  machinery  to 
do  rough  work  on  lumber.  He  was  in  his 
eighteenth  year  when  he  went  in  the  milling 
and  timber  business  at  Smock.  He  has  met 
with  good  success,  having  started  out  in  life 
without  a  cent,  and  now  has  a  first  class 
boiler  and  engine  and  all  the  late  machinery 
for  manufacturing  toilers,  handles  and  most 
any  kind  of  wood  work.  He  married  Miss 
Flora,  daughter  of  Epipe  and  Jefiferson 
Mooney,  November  27,  1893,  and  who  was 
born  in  187S.  Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Blair  have  three 
children:  Hattie,  born  in  1896;  Armento, 
born  in  1897,  ''nd  Nettie,  born  in  1899.  In 
politics  Mr.  Blair  is  a  staunch  Republican. 
He  is  still  quite  a  young  man,  but  he  is  a 
hard  worker  and  has  done  well.  He  is  a 
natural  mechanic  and  a  first  class  workman. 
He  understands  nearly  all  kinds  of  machin- 
ery, and  it  is  remarkable  as  he  has  been  his 
own  instructor  as  a  machinist.  He  is  a  well 
posted  and  good  business  man  with  most  of 
his  life  before  him  for  achievement  and  suc- 
cess. 

M.  B.  Porter,  one  of  the  leading  and  en- 
terprising business  men  of  Smock,  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  was  born  March  24, 
1858.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  William  and 
Harriet  (Powers)  Porter,  and  his  grand- 
father, Moses  Porter,  emigrated  from  Mary- 
land to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  about  the 
year  1807,  settling  in  Luzerne  township,  near 
Merrittstown.  He  was  the  father  of  eight 
children:    Thomas,  William,  Cyrus,  Robert, 
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Mary,  J.  Annie  and  Jane  and  one  child  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Porter  is  one  of  five 
children,  viz:  Eben,  M.  B.,  William,  Jr., 
Cyrus  and  John  N.,  all  of  whom  died  in  child- 
hood except  M.  B.  M.  B.  Porter  has  lived 
a  life  of  considerable  change.  He  started 
out  in  the  world  a  very  poor  boy  without  a 
dollar.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  went 
to  work  as  a  clerk  for  William  Warrell  at 
Bridgeport.  He  remained  there  for  two 
years,  was  then  on  the  farm  for  two  years, 
and  next  went  to  East  Riverside  and  took 
charge  of  Captain  Adams  Jacob's  store.  He 
remained  but  one  year,  and  then  was  with 
M.  H.  Mathews  &  Co.,  of  Brownsville,  for 
three  years,  passed  two  years  in  Kansas,  and 
returned  to  Fayette  county  where  he  was  en- 
gaged for  the  next  six  years  in  farming.  He 
married  Lidie  Jane,  daughter  of  Emanuel  and 
Mary  (Ball)  Campbell  of  Menallen  township, 
on  January  i8,  1885.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter 
have  had  seven  children :  Alarv  A.,  born  in 
1885;  Ernest  E.,  born  in  1887;  J.  C,  born 
in  1889;  Presley  P.,  born  in  1892;  Ira  V., 
born  in  1894,  and  died  in  1896;  Clyde  F., 
born  in  1895,  and  Harriet,  born  in  1898. 
Mrs.  Porter  was  born  in  1861,  and  is  the 
third  of  the  following  children,  born  to 
Mary  and  Emanuel  Campbell,  shoe  mer- 
chant, of  Uniontown :  Elizabeth,  wife  of  J. 
W.  t  rasher,  at  Smock ;  William,  a  farmer, 
in  Menallen :  Lidie  J.,  Stella,  Argosa  and 
Annie.  The  three  youngest  of  these  children 
still  reside  with  their  parents  on  the  home 
farm,  in  Menallen  township.  IM.  B.  Porter 
is  now  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Porter  & 
Frazer  at  Smock.  This  firm  does  a  general 
mercantile  business  and  carries  a  first  class 
stock  of  goods.  He  is  also  a  partner  with  his 
brother-in-law,  John  Campbell,  at  Union- 
town  in  the  retail  boot  and  shoe  business. 
Mr.   Porter  is  at   present  superintendent  of 


the  Warner  Coal  and  Mining  Co.,  at  Smock, 
where  he  served  for  five  years  as  postmaster. 
He  is  a  man  of  fine  business  qualifications, 
and  has  been  successful  along  the  different 
commercial  lines  on  which  he  has  labored. 
He  is  a  Republican  politicall}-,  but  not  an  ag- 
gressive politician,  and  gives  his  time  prin- 
cipally to  the  management  of  the  various 
business  enterprises  in  which  he  is  engaged, 
and  with  whom  he  is  connected. 

JoHx  Arnold,  deceased,  was  one  of 
Franklin  township's  useful  and  honorable 
citizens,  being  a  teacher  and  a  farmer  for  for- 
ty years  in  Fayette  county.  He  was  born 
June  13,  1842,  and  died  August  4,  1899.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  old  and  well  known 
Arnold  family  of  Western  Pennesylvania. 
About  1765  three  Arnold  brothers — Andrew, 
Jesse  and  Jonathan — came  from  near  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  to  Ft.  Redstone  on  the  Monon- 
gahela  river,  where  Brownsville  now  stands. 
Jonathan  married  Rachel  Scott  and  they  set- 
tled on  a  large  tract  of  land  up  the  river  op- 
posite the  mouth  of  Ten  Mile  creek.  An- 
drew and  his  wife,  Priscilla.  located  on  a  large 
tract  of  land  near  Flatwoods,  at  what  is  now 
known  as  Buena  A'ista  schoolhouse.  From 
this  tract  of  land,  the  old  Arnold  schoolhouse 
lot  was  leased.  The)-  were  compelled  to  go 
into  a  fort  twice  after  settling  at  this  place 
on  account  of  the  Indians.  It  is  not  definite- 
ly known  where  Jesse  located.  Andrew  and 
Priscilla  Arnold  had  five  children:  John, 
Henrv,  Jesse,  Asa  and  Ann.  John,  unmar- 
ried, was  a  frontiersman  all  his  life.  He 
hunted  for  a  long  time  in  Kentucky  with  a 
Mr.  Miller,  whom  the  Indians  finally  waylaid 
and  shot.  He  was  also  with  Johnson's 
mounted  Kentucky  riflemen  at  the  battle  of 
the  Thames,  and  could  relate  how  Johnson 
shot  Tecumseh,  securing  his  scalp,  and  how 
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the  Kentucky  boys  took  razor  straps  from 
the  old  red  chief's  back.  Henry  and  Jesse 
located  on  the  old  home  tracts  of  land  at 
what  is  now  known  as  Buena  Vista.  Henry 
and  Lydia  Arnold  had  nine  children :  Caleb, 
Henry,  John,  Josiah,  Andrew,  Ruth,  Re- 
becca, Jane  and  Hope.  Jesse  and  Margaret 
(Hamilton)  Arnold  had  seven  children,  viz: 
Priscilla,  Isabel,  David,  Jesse,  Ann,  Mar- 
garet and  James.  It  was  thought  that  Asa 
moved  to  Mercer  county.  Pa.  Ann  married 
Klisha  Oldham,  and  they  also  settled  near 
Buena  Vista  and  had  three  children:  Mary, 
Priscilla  and  Andrew.  Mary  married  John 
Dunn,  and  they  l.ad  one  child,  William. 
Priscilla  married  William  Harper  and  An- 
drew wedded  Catharine  Boden.  Jesse  Ar- 
nold, son  of  Andrew  and  Priscilla  Arnold, 
was  born  March  28,  1767,  and  died  August  14, 
1846.  Margaret  (Hamilton)  Arnold,  'the 
daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  Hamilton, 
was  born  June  17,  1778,  and  died  October 
2,  1836.  The  following  are  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  Jesse  and  Margaret  (Hamilton) 
Arnold:  Priscilla  Arnold,  born  March  23, 
1799,  married  Thomas  McMillan  and  died 
April  10,  1864,  leaving  four  children:  Mar- 
garet H.,  David,  Jane  and  Arnold ;  Isabel 
Arnold,  was  born  January  11,  1801,  and  died 
November  1 1,  1804;  David  Arnold,  was  born 
October  10,  1805,  and  died  February  20, 
1821  ;  Jesse  Arnold,  Jr.,  was  born  October 
25,  1809,  and  died  November  26,  1865;  Ann, 
was  born  March  15,  1812,  married  Alex. 
Johnson,  and  died  August  25,  1850,  leaving 
one  child — John;  Margaret,  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1816,  and  died  October  2,  1850; 
James  Arnold,  was  born  June  4,  1818,  married 
F.lma  Sparks,  and  died  November  20,  1865, 
leaving  eight  children:  David  M.,  Isaac, 
lUnia,  Milton  S.,  Henry,  /'Vmelia,  Kmmet  and 
Susan.     Jesse  Arnold,  Jr.,  the  son  of  Jesse 


and  jMargaret  (Hamilton)  Arnold,  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Richey  Wylie,  the  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Laugh)  Wylie,  in 
Dunbar  township,  by  the  Rev.  James  Guth- 
rie on  February  18,  1836;  Mary  (Wylie)  Ar- 
nold was  born  November  18,  181 5.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  this  marriage : 
Eliza,  born  April  2/,  1837,  and  died  August 
27,  1838;  Andrew  Wylie,  born  August  3, 
1838,  married  Sarah  E.  McKean  and  had  four 
children :  JMinerva  E.,  James  E.,  Joseph  T. 
and  Jesse  ]\I. ;  Margaret,  born  July  29,  1840, 
and  died  October  18,  1865;  John,  deceased, 
born  June  13,  1842;  Jane  Ann,  born  Septem- 
ber 23,  1844,  married  John  Dunn  Watson  and 
has  five  children :  Ida  C,  Mary  J.,  Pearl, 
Elizabeth  and  Eva  R. ;  Thomas  M.,  born 
September  30,  1846,  married  Jennie  Colvin 
and  had  six  children :  Mary,  Arminta,  Wil- 
liam C,  Franklin  B.,  John  Watson  and  Aileth 
j\I. ;  Hamilton,  born  December  23,  1848, 
married  Mary  C.  Gilleland,  has  one  child, 
Lewis  M.;  Plenry,  born  February  18,  1851, 
died  March  4,  1851;  Mary  E.,  born  May  3, 
1852,  married  Thomas  H.  Hazen  and  has  one 
child,  Mary  L. ;  Orton  F.,  born  November 
9,  1856,  married  Sabina  Galley,  and  has  five 
children:  Karl,  Mary,  Mainard,  Frisbie  and 
Ruth;  Caroline  W.,  born  June  9,  1861,  mar- 
ried John  S.  Rittenhouse  and  has  two  chil- 
dren: Clayton  and  Otis  W.  John  Arnold 
(subject)  married  Mary  Oglevee,  of  Dunbar 
township,  October  9,  1867.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  (Galley) 
Oglevec.  This  marriage  was  blessed  with 
five  children :  Dr.  Jesse  O.  Arnold,  born  De- 
cember 28,  1868,  married  Olive  B.  Dunn, 
daughter  of  T.  Scott  Dunn,  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, graduated  from  S.  W.  S.  N.  School,  CaH- 
fornia,  Pa.,  taught  six  years,  then  graduated 
from  Jefiferson  Medical  college,  and  is  now 
a  practicing  physician  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
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phia ;  E.  Emerson,  born  December  5,  1870, 
married  Annette  Junk,  daughter  of  John  H. 
and  Agnes  (Dunn)  Junk,  of  Dunbar,  Pa.,  and 
farming  on  the  home  place;  Anna  C,  born 
January  12,  1872,  a  teacher  in  the  Fayette 
county  schools,  also  being  a  graduate  of  the 
State  Normal  school  at  California,  Pa. ;  Le- 
roy  O.,  born  April  19,  1874,  a  State  Normal 
graduate  and  teacher,  and  Charles  E.,  who 
was  born  April  4,  1876,  and  died  July  26, 
1876.  ]\Irs.  Arnold  died  April  18,  1876,  and 
Mr.  Arnold,  five  years  later,  wedded  Phebe 
Hazen,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Abraham  and 
Dorcas  Hazen,  of  Fayette  county,  and  who 
was  born  March  10,  1845.  ^'^^-  Arnold  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  started  out  in  life  a 
poor  boy.  What  schooling  he  received  was 
in  the  early  common  schools  and  local  acad- 
emies of  his  time,  from  1861  until  1872  he 
taught,  and  then  removed  successively  to 
Coal  Centre  and  Dawson,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  business  until  the  spring  of  1876, 
when  he  rented  the  Oglevee  homestead  in 
Dunbar  township.  This  he  gave  up  four 
months  later,  upon  the  death  of  his  wife,  to 
return  to  teaching,  and  resided  with  his 
mother  near  Flatwoods,  Pennsylvania,  until 
1881.  In  the  last  named  year  he  mar- 
ried again,  quit  teaching,  and  for  several 
years  engaged  in  the  sewing  machine  busi- 
ness. He  afterwards  purchased  land  in  Ne- 
braska, and  contemplated  moving  there,  but 
in  pursuance  with  the  wishes  of  his  family 
he  gave  that  up,  and  traded  his  Western  land 
for  the  Franklin  township  farm  on  which  he 
died.  The  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  in  farming  and  gardening; 
having  resorted  to  this  more  free  and  out- 
door occupation  on  account  of  his  failing 
health.  His  death  came  suddenly,  from 
heart  disease,  the  result  of  repeated  attacks 
of  inflammatory  rheumatism.    He  was  a  man 


well  informed  on  the  subjects  of  the  hour, 
and  while  not  a  politician  was  always  greatly 
interested  in  local  and  national  politics,  being 
a  Jeffersonian  Democrat.  He  took  great 
pride  in  things  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
his  own  neighborhood.  Its  social,  religious 
and  educational  institutions  had  no  more 
loyal  supporter  than  he.  To  be  quietly  en- 
gaged in  something  of  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity, was  to  him  real  pleasure.  His  in- 
terest in  his  home  school  at  Buena  Vista  was 
second  only  to  his  interest  in  his  church  and 
famil)',  and  for  sometime  previous  to  his 
death  he  had  been  collecting  material  for  a 
history  of  this  school.  He  was  a  consistent 
Christian,  having  been  a  member  of  the 
Flatwoods  Baptist  church  since  1865.  He 
was  a  good  neighbor  and  a  useful  citizen. 
One  of  his  chief  aims  in  life  was  to  educate 
his  children,  which  he  lived  to  accomplish. 
"From  the  time  a  dying  mother's  request 
placed  upon  him  single  handed  the  success- 
ful rearing  of  her  little  flock,  the  father  had 
lived  for  his  children  and  for  them  alone; 
his  greatest  anxiety  was  their  welfare ;  his 
greatest  joy,  their  success,  and  no  kinder, 
more  affectionate,  or  prayerfully  solicitous 
father  ever  guided  his  children  safely  from 
childhood  to  maturity  than  he  whose  career 
death  so  suddenly  ended." 

Harvey  Henderson,  one  of  the  leading 
and  responsible  farmers  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, was  born  March  11,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of 
Stewart  and  Ann  (Hunt)  Henderson.  Stew- 
art Henderson  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and 
came  to  this  country  before  the  American 
Revolution.  Flis  wife  was  from  the  Chalk 
Hills  of  Scotland.  They  both  were  hard 
working  and  industrious  people  and  reared  a 
family  of  ten  children ;  Nancj^,  Thomas, 
Stewart,     Jr.,     Isaac,     Alexander,     Harvey, 
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David,  Jacob,  Joseph  and  Mary.  Harvey 
Henderson  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  chose 
fanning  for  his  occupation.  He  married 
KUza  Harris  in  1841,  and  this  union  was 
Ijlessed  with  twelve  children :  Rebecca,  born 
February  28,  1842;  Jacob,  born  :March  14, 
1843  (now  deceased);  David,  born  January 
if),  1845;  Joseph,  born  May  30,  1847;  Stew- 
art S.,  May  27,  1848;  Cynthia,  born  March 
23,  1851;  Sarah,  born  November  10,  1852, 
now  deceased ;  Isaac,  born  May  29.  1855 ; 
Thomas  S.,  bom  March  26,  1857;  Samuel, 
born  May  30,  1859.  now  deceased;  Charles, 
liorn  January  5,  i860,  now  deceased  ;  Lincoln, 
born  January  12,  1864.  Mr.  Henderson  lost 
his  wife  in  1870,  and  afterwards  wedded  Mary 
Amanda  Strickler,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
I^lizabeth  Strickler,  who  reared  a  family  of 
five  children.  Mrs.  Henderson  is  an  active 
and  energetic  woman,  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  M.  E.  church  for  forty  years.  Mr. 
Henderson  has  been  a  most  successful  man 
in  business,  and  although  he  started  out  in 
life  with  no  means,  yet  he  has  by  patience, 
])crseverance  and  persistence  accumulated  a 
competency.  He  has  a  fine  farm  of  live  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  acres,  on  which  he  re- 
sides ;  two  hundred  acres  of  choice  farm  land 
ill  Illinois  and  over  twenty  thousand  dollars 
in  money  and  notes.  He  .has  been  very 
liberal  with  his  children,  giving  them  each 
eight  thousand  dollars  to  commence  life  for 
themselves,  and  in  all  they  have  already  re- 
ceived sixty  thousand  dollars  from  him.  He 
reared  one  of  his  granddaughters,  and  when 
slic  married,  he  gave  her  a  valualilc  and  well 
improved  farm.  He  has  always  been  a 
l)rominent  man  in  the  community  in  which  he 
resided.  He  has  been  a  Rejiuldican  political- 
ly, and  has  held  most  of  the  township  offices. 
He  has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  M. 
1'",.  church  for  over  forty  years  and  is  one  of 


the  largest  contributors  to  his  church  in  the 
township.  Mr.  Henderson  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  on  his  home  place  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-three  years.  He  has  lived  his 
life  well  and  usefully,  and  has  acquired  all  of 
his  possessions  by  honesty  and  fair  dealings, 
as  the  result  of  hard  labor,  good  management 
and  sound  judgment. 

Robert  McBurney,  Jr.,  a  well  respected 
citizen  and  comfortably  situated  farmer  of 
Franklin  township,  was  born  April  2,  1852, 
and  is  a  son  of  Robert,  Sr.,  and  Melissa  (Wil- 
gus)  McBurney.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Robert  McBurney,  was  a  native  of  the  State 
of  Maryland,  and  in  1798  came  to  Fayette 
count}',  where  he  settled  at  East  Liberty  and 
followed  his  trade  of  blacksmith  for  some 
length  of  time.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  abilit}-  as  well  as  a  skilled  mechanic, 
and  in  a  few  years  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  an  office  which  he  held  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  married  and  reared  a  family  of 
six  children :  William,  John,  Robert,  Sr., 
Nancy,  Esther  and  Elizabeth.  Robert  Mc- 
Burney, Sr.,  was  reared  in  East  Liberty, 
Dunbar  township,  where  he  lived  and  died. 
He  married  Melissa  Wilgus,  and  to  their 
union  were  born  five  children :  Annie,  Aman- 
da, Angeline,  Robert,  Jr.,  and  John,  who  is 
now  dead.  Rol^ert  McBurney,  Jr.,  was  rear- 
ed on  the  farm,  received  his  education  in  the 
old  common  schools,  and  then  engaged  in 
farming  which  he  has  followed  continuously 
up  to  the  present  time.  On  May  30,  1871, 
Mr.  McBurney  married  Susan  E.,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Clarissa  (Black)  Bute,  natives 
and  residents  of  Franklin  township.  To  Mr. 
and  Airs.  McBurney  have  been  born  ten  chil- 
dren:  Frank  E.,  born  in  1872,  and  died  in 
July,  1872 ;  one  which  died  in  infancy ;  Clara 
B.,  born  in  1875,  and  married  James  Shafer, 
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of  Franklin  township,  on  December  lo,  1896; 
Joseph  E.,'born  in  1878:  Olive  B.,  born  in 
1880;  Robert,  born  1882;  Eva  G.,  born  in 
1884;  Melissa,  Ijorn  in  1886;  Bessie,  born  in 
1888,  and  died  in  1892,  and  Elsie  M.,  born 
in  1890.  Mrs.  ]\IcBurney  is  the  seventh 
child  of  Joseph  and  Clarissa  Bute,  and  was 
born  in  1853.  Mr.  ]\IcBurney  is  a  Democrat, 
and  has  served  as  school  director  besides 
holding  other  township  offices.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church,  has  always 
been  a  good  neighbor  and  citizen. 

Robert  Skiles  Byers.  one  of  Franklin 
township's  respectable  and  substantial  farm- 
ers, is  a  son  of  the  late  John  W.  and  Jane 
Woods  (Skiles)  Byers,  and  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  Fayette  county.  Pa., 
February  19,  1851.  The  Byers  family  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  Agnes  and  Andrew 
Byers  (the  paternal  grandparents  of  Robert 
S.  Byers)  came  from  Scotland,  where  the 
former  was  born  in  1755,  and  the  latter  in 
1767.  Their  children  were:  Margaret,  born 
1787;  Andrew,  l:)orn  in  1788,  died  in  infancy; 
Andrew  (2d)  born  in  1790;  ^ilartha,  born  1793  ; 
\\'illiam,  born  1795;  Elizabeth  and  Agnes 
(twins),  born  1799;  John  W'.,  born  in  1801  : 
Rebecca,  born  in  1803;  William,  born  in 
1805;  and  Benjamin,  born  in  1809.  Of  these 
sons  John  W.  Byers  grew  to  manhood  on  a 
farm,  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  married  on  October  i.  1844,  to  Jane, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Jane  (Collins)  Skiles. 
JNIr.  and  Mrs.  John  W.  Byers  had  four  chil- 
dren:  Isaac,  born  1S45,  resides  in  Nebraska, 
and  has  a  family  of  eleven  children :  John 
W..  Jr..  born  in  1848,  lives  at  Grand  Ridge, 
Illinois,  and  has  two  children  ;  Robert  S. ;  and 
Xancy  J.,  born  in  1853.  and  died  in  1881. 
Robert  S.  Byers  was  reared  on  a  farm,  ob- 
tained a  good  English  education,  and  has  al- 


ways followed  farming  and  stock  raising. 
He  is  a  good  business  man,  and  owns  a 
choice  one  hundred  acre  farm  of  good  land 
which  is  well  improved.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  county  grange  at  Curfew  and  Lodge  No. 
728,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at 
Dawson.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  effi- 
ciently filled  the  offices  of  school  director  and 
supervisor.  Mr.  Byers  on  January  28,  1875, 
married  Miss  Ella  S.,  daughter  of  Joel  and 
Eliza  Jane  (Fetz)  Cooper,  and  to  their  union 
were  born  two  children :  Isaac  L.,  born  in 
1876,  and  John  F.,  born  in  1878.  Mrs.  Byers 
died  in  1878,  and  four  years  later,  on  March 
9,  1882,  Mr.  Byers  married  Caroline  Gille- 
land,  daughter  of  Henry  and  ]\Iaria  (Patter- 
son) Gilleland.  and  to  this  second  union  were 
born  nine  children:  John  H.,  born  in  1883; 
Thomas  B.,  born  in  1884;  Nancy  Jane,  born 
in  1885;  Robert  \V.,  born  in  1887,  and  died 
in  1892,  from  burns  and  injuries  received  by 
his  throwing  a  lighted  match  into  a  keg  of 
powder  that  had  accidently  been  placed  with- 
in reach  of  the  poor  little  fellow;  Olive  F., 
born  1889;  Annie  E.,  born  in  1891 ;  Franklin 
Grover,  born  in  1892 ;  Alva,  born  in  1894,  and 
Margaret  E.,  born  in  1897.  Mrs.  Caroline 
(Gilleland)  Byers  was  born  August  22,  1862, 
and  was  the  fourth  of  a  family  of  thirteen 
children.  Her  brothers  and  sisters  are : 
Thomas,  George,  James  A.,  I^^arcissa,  Anna 
E..  Henry,  Laura  B.,  JMartha,  (now  deceas- 
ed), Alva  L.,  Eliza  M.,  Charles  W.,  and  Sarah 
Jane.  Mr.  and  I\Irs.  Byers  have  a  comfort- 
able and  well  appointed  home,  in  which  they 
pleasantly  entertain  their  guests. 

JoH^r  W.  Woodward,  a  substantial  farmer 
of  Franklin  township,  is  of  English  and  Irish 
descent.  He  was  born  in  1842,  and  is  a  son 
of  the  late  Davis  and  Tilary  (Boyd)  Wood- 
ward.     His     paternal     grandfather,      Caleb 
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Woodward,  was  born  in  Chester  county,  mar- 
ried Phebe  ]\IcCarty  and  came  to  Fayette 
county,  where  five  cliildren  were  born  to 
them :  Hannah,  Phebe,  Lydia,  Caleb  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy.  His  father,  Davis 
Woodward,  was  born  on  a  Rlenallen  town- 
ship farm,  and  followed  farming  for  a  liveli- 
hood. He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert Boyd,  and  they  had  thirteen  children : 
Robert,  Caleb,  Samuel  W.,  Davis,  Jr.,  Jo- 
seph, Rebecca,  E.  Finley,  John  W.,  Phebe, 
Mary,  Eliza,  Dempsey  and  Harriet.  Of  these 
children  Robert  and  Caleb  are  dead,  Samuel 
W.  lives  in  Menallen  township,  and  Davis 
died  in  childhood.  John  W.  Woodward  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  attended  the  common 
schools,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to 
farming  which  has  been  so  far  his  life  pur- 
suit. He  married  on  November  8,  1866, 
Annie  E.,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Sarah 
(Hair)  Boyer,  who  was  born  ^larch  3,  1847. 
She  has  but  one  sister,  Mary,  who  was  born 
October  17,  1850,  and  married  Joseph  Work. 
•  To  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Woodward  have  been  born 
eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters : 
Davis,  born  in  1868,  married  Carrie  Patterson, 
of  Franklin  township,  and  has  three  children: 
Lizzie,  John  C.  and  Charles  Ray;  Mary  A., 
born  1870,  married  Wallace  Bitner,  of  Frank- 
lin township,  and  they  have  three  children: 
Annie  B.,  Finley  W.,  and  Ida  L. ;  Robert  M. 
B.,  was  born  in  1872,  married  Violet  Craft, 
of  Menallen  township,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Louisa:  Sarah  L.,  born  March  24, 
1875,  '^"<1  niarricd  John  A.  Allen,  of  Frank- 
lin township,  in  December,  1897 ;  John,  born 
1877,  married  Carrie  Osborn ;  Jacob  F.,  born 
1881,  and  died  June  20  1881  ;  Susan  F.,  born 
1883  and  Ida  Frances,  born  1886.  Mr. 
Woodward  now  owns  a  desirable  and  well 
improved  farm  of  ninety  acres  of  land,  while 
his   wife   is   the   owner   of  a    house   and   five 


acres  of  land  in  Franklin  township.  He  has 
always  been  a  Democrat,  and  has  held  mem- 
bership for  a  number  of  years  in  the  Presby- 
terian church. 

Le\\is  McCrorv,  a  farmer  and  retired  en- 
gineer of  Franklin  township,  was  born  Janu- 
ary 9,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Esther 
(Sisley)  AlcCrory.  Mr.  ^^IcCrory  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  and 
then  left  both  farm  and  shop  to  learn  engi- 
neering on  a  steamboat.  He  served  as  engi- 
neer of  boats  on  nearly  all  the  western  rivers, 
and  in  1862  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  volunteered 
to  serve  as  an  engineer  in  the  United  States 
naval  service.  He  served  under  Grant  at 
Forts  Henry  and  Donnelson,  and  at  Vicks- 
burg,  and  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  he 
remained  on  the  western  waters  until  1867, 
when  he  came  to  his  present  farm  which  he 
has  cultivated  and  managed  ever  since.  His 
farm  contains  one  hundred  and  forty-six 
acres  of  good  farming  land,  and  thirty-five 
acres  of  it  is  underlaid  with  a  vein  of  superior 
coking  coal.  He  also  owns  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  choice  land  near  Aurora, 
Hamilton  county,  Nebraska.  Mr.  McCrory 
has  always  been  energetic  and  successful 
Pie  is  a  Democrat  and  has  voted  that  ticket 
for  fifty-four  years.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  church  of  Christ  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  always  lakes  an  interest  in  any- 
thing calculated  to  improve  his  community. 
On  February  2,  185 1,  Mr.  McCrory  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Sayers)  Black,  of  Greene  county.  Pa.  They 
had  two  children:  lAtella,  born  December  2, 
1851,  married  \\^illiam  O.  Parkhill,  of  Dun- 
bar township,  December  2y.  1877,  and  they 
had  two  children :  Willetta,  born  October  8, 
1878,  and  died  August   12,   1880,  and   Sadie 
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Lou,  born  July  27,  1880;  Ada,  born  June  7, 
1855,  married  Robert  Long,  and  died  in  1876. 
Mrs.  Sarah  (Black)  McCrory  was  born 
February  20,  1830,  and  her  parents  had  eight 
children :  Jane,  Cynthia,  Clarissa,  Margaret, 
Sarah,  Letitia,  Albert  and  David,  of  whom 
Margaret  and  Clarissa  are  dead.  The  i\Ic- 
Crory  family  has  been  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  Lewis  Mc- 
Crory's  grandfather  settled  near  Belle  Ver- 
non, and  was  driven  away  three  times  by 
Indians.  He  took  up  a  large  tract  of  land 
but  left  his  improvement  several  times  on  an 
Indian  alarm,  and  went  to  a  fort  for  securi- 
ty. His  son,  James  iMcCrory,  was  born  in 
1789,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and 
served  in  a  drafted  company  in  the  war  of 
1812.  James  McCrory  at  the  close  of  the 
war  of  1812,  married  Esther  Sisley,  and  to 
their  union  were  born  eight  children :  Wil- 
son, born  in  1815;  John,  born  in  1816; 
Thomas,  born  in  1818 ;  ^^'illianl,  born  in 
1821  ;  Lewis,  born  in  1824;  Margaret,  born 
in  1826;  James,  born  in  1828;  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  Of  these  children  only  Wil- 
liam, Alargaret  and  Lewis,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  are  living. 

Georgi;  GillELAND,  one  of  the  old  and 
respected  farmers  of  Franklin  township,  is 
a  member  of  that  sturdy  and  long-lived 
Scotch-Irish  race  which  was  a  prominent  fac- 
tor in  the  settlement  of  Western  Pennsylva- 
nia. He  was  born  July  3,  1821,  and  is  a  son 
of  the  late  William  and  ]\Iary  (Henry)  Gille- 
land.  His  grandfather,  Henry  Gilleland, 
came,  when  a  young  man,  from  Scotland  to 
Pennsylvania  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war. 
His  son,  William  Gilleland,  was  born  in  1788, 
and  died  in  1839.  \Mlliam  Gilleland  was  a 
brave  and  daring  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  in  1814  married  !\Iary  Henry,  a  daugh- 
57 


ter  of  George  and  Mary  Henry,  of  the  State 
of  Maryland.  By  this  marriage  William  Gil- 
leland had  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  of  whom  Elizabeth  (now  widow 
of  Daniel  Linderman,  late  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty), the  eldest  child,  is  now  in  the  eighty- 
fourth  year  of  her  age.  George  Gilleland 
grew  up  in  boyhood  on  a  farm,  received  a 
limited  amount  of  education  in  the  old  sub- 
scription schools,  and  earned  his  first  money 
— a  quarter — by  cutting  a  very  large  field  of 
briars  and  bushes  for  an  eccentric  farmer. 
He  worked,  when  older,  on  a  farm  for  three 
dollars  per  month,  and  when  married  had 
only  one  good  suit  of  clothes.  By  working 
on  a  farm  he  succeeded  in  getting  a  start, 
and  then  by  hard  work  and  good  manage- 
ment increased  his  er.rnings  so  as  to  pur- 
chase his  present  farm  of  seventy-three  acres, 
of  which  two  years  ago  he  sold  the  coal  of 
thirteen  acres  for  thirty-nine  hundred  dol- 
lars. He  is  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  church,  and  has  never  sought  to 
be  prominent,  only  desiring  to  be  useful. 
George  Gilleland  was  married  in  1844  to 
Margaret  Black,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  (Sayres)  Black.  To  this  union  were 
born  eleven  children :  William,  born  May  26, 
1845.  '^^'3s  a  brave  soldier  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  died  in  Andersonville  prison  in  1864; 
one  who  died  in  infancy ;  Joseph  T.,  born 
j\lay  6,  1848;  Albert,  born  July  4,  1850,  and 
now  deceased ;  David,  born  October  13, 
1852,  and  now  dead:  John,  born  June  10, 
1854;  J^Iary  C,  born  April  10,  1856;  David 
(2d),  born  December  18,  1857;  Lewis,  born 
June  24,  1859;  Sarah  J.,  born  April  7,  1865, 
and  Ida  Belle,  born  May  30,  1867.  Mrs.  Gil- 
leland was  born  in  June,  1825,  and  died  June 
26,  1896.  She  was  a  kind  Christian  woman, 
whose  loss  was  deeply  felt  by  her  family  and 
friends. 
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Joel  Cooper,  Jr.,  is  one  of  the  old  and 
respected  citizens  and  farmers  of  Franklin 
township.  He  was  born  in  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  December  25,  1824,  and  is  a 
son  of  the  late  Joel,  Sr.,  and  Annie  (Free- 
man) Cooper.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Cooper,  came  to  Fayette  county  in  an 
early  day  and  reared  a  family  of  five  sons 
and  four  daughters.  His  father,  Joel  Cooper, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  1791,  married  Annie  Free- 
man, a  daughter  of  John  Freeman,  and  their 
children  were :  John,  Mary,  Narcissa,  Alfred, 
Joel,  Jr.,  Martha,  Freeman  and  Amos,  of 
whom  Narcissa,  aged  eighty-one,  Joel,  Jr., 
and  Freeman,  of  Perry  township,  are  the 
only  ones  now  living.  Joel  Cooper,  Jr.,  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm,  received  but  the 
limited  education  of  farmers'  boys  of  that 
day,  and  was  variously  engaged  in  farming 
pursuits  until  he  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  acres  of  the  home  place  of  his 
father-in-law,  Henry  Fetz,  which  constituted 
his  farm  and  place  of  residence.  Since  then 
he  has  bought  and  sold  other  properties,  re- 
ceiving three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
acre  for  one  coal  tract  of  forty-one  acres, 
and  still  holding  two  houses  and  lots  in  New 
Haven  and  a  house  and  lot  in  Connellsville. 
In_  addition  to  dealing  in  land,  Mr.  Cooper 
has  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for 
several  years.  He  'ind  Thomas  Dunn  bought 
the  second  portable  steam  saw-mill  ever 
brought  into  the  county,  and  held  interests  in 
three  of  these  mills.  He  is  a  Republican, 
has  been  for  many  _\-cars  a  member  of  the 
Flatwoods  Baptist  church,  and  is  deservedly 
prominent  in  his  section  of  the  county.  Mr. 
Cooper,  on  December  13,  1849,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Kliza  Jane  Fetz,  a  daughter 
of  1  lenry  and  lilspy  Fetz.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joel 
Cooper,  Jr.,  had  eleven  children:  John  IT., 
Ijorn  June    10,    1852.   and    died    in    infancv; 


Isaac  S.,  born  August  10,  1853,  and  now  a 
resident  of  Nebraska ;  Ellen  L.,  born  No- 
vember 5,  1855,  and  died  May  24,  1878;  Da- 
vid F.,  born  November  15,  1858;  William  P., 
born  May  25,  1861,  and  died  June  11,  1861 ; 
Allen  F.,  born  June  16,  1862,  and  now  a  prac- 
ticing attorney  in  Uniontown ;  Roxalena, 
born  April  10,  1865,  and  now  a  resident  of 
Pittsburg;  Samuel  C,  born  January  10,  1868, 
and  died  February  3,  1868;  Annie  E.,  born 
March  17,  1869,  and  resides  at  Flatwoods; 
Frank  Leslie,  born  December  10,  1879,  and 
at  home  with  his  father,  and  Mary  N.,  born 
August  8,  1873,  and  residing  on  the  Henry 
G.  Bowman  farm.  ]Mrs.  Cooper  was  born  in 
December,  1829,  and  died  August  24,  1874. 
Eight  years  later  Mr.  Cooper  married  for  his 
second  wife  Mrs.  Riffle,  a  widow,  who  died 
January  10.  1895. 

George  Work,  an  extensive  farmer  and 
stock  dealer  of  Franklin  township,  is  of  Irish 
and  German  ancestrj'.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob 
H.  and  Sarah  (Craft)  Work,  and  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  Jan- 
uary 28,  1856.  His  paternal  grandfather,  An- 
drew Work,  was  a  native  of  Dunbar  town- 
ship, and  his  parents  came  from  Europe  prior 
to  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  were  among 
the  pioneer  settlers  in  the  then  forest  region 
of  Pennsylvania,  where  they  made  their  new 
world  home.  Andrew  Work  took  up  a  large 
tract  of  land  near  the  site  of  \"anderbilt,  mar- 
ried and  reared  a  family  of  thirteen  children. 
One  of  his  sons,  Jacob  H.  Work,  was  born 
October  14,  1814,  and  followed  farming  for  a 
livelihood.  Jacob  IT.  Work,  on  April  7,  1840. 
married  Sarah  Craft,  who  was  born  January 
20,  1822,  and  passed  away  March  27,  1891, 
after  an  active  and  useful  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Work  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children : 
Daniel  C,  born  April  3,   1841 ;  Emily,  born 
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July  26,  1842,  and  died  March  26,  1846;  an 
infant  born  March  15,  1844,  and  died  in  the 
same  month;  Andrew,  born  ^larch  18,  1845; 
Carohne,  January  13,  1847,  and  died  October 
15. 1869;  Sarah  J.,  born  October  4,  1848,  and 
died  November  25,  1851 ;  Joseph,  born  July 
13,  1851,  died  June  19,  1900;  Isaiah,  born 
]\'Iay  28,  1852,  and  died  September  25,  1892; 
Davis  W.,  born  March  12,  1854;  George  C. 
(subject);  Samuel,  born  April  28,  1858;  Alex- 
ander, born  March  29,  i860,  and  Jacob  H., 
Jr.,  born  October  18,  1863.  George  Work, 
in  1892,  married  Ella  E.  Fuller,  of  Franklin 
township,  and  to  their  union  have  been  born 
three  children:  one  born  September  24,  1894, 
died  soon  after  its  birth ;  G.  Emerson,  born 
September  10,  1895,  and  Lewis  F.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1900,  and  died  September  2,  1900. 
I\Irs.  Work  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza- 
beth (Lewis)  Fuller,  and  is  one  of  seven  chil- 
dren as  follows :  Levina  J.,  Mary  S.,  ]\Ielissa 
H,  James  V,  William  B.,  Ella  E.,  and  Flor- 
ence E.  George  ^^'ork  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  and  after  attending  the  common 
schools  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
which  he  has  followed  ever  since.  In  connec- 
tion with  farming  he  has  been  engaged  for  a 
number  of  years  in  buying  and  selling  stock, 
in  which  latter  line  of  business  he  has  met 
with  good  success.  He  owns  in  his  home 
tract  of  land  four  hundred  acres,  and  it  is  well 
improved,  thoroughly  cultivated  and  highly 
productive.  He  also  owns  some  town  proper- 
ty, having  two  houses  and  lots  in  Connells- 
ville.  Mr.  Work  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  held 
the  offices  of  school  director  and  road  super- 
visor in  Franklin  township.  His  father,  Jacob 
H.  Work,  is  spending  his  last  days  with  him 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  is  an  old  time 
Democrat.  Jacob  H.  Work,  now  in  his 
eighty-fifth  year,  was  for  over  half  a  century 
a    prominent,    active    and    useful    citizen    of 


Franklin  township,  and  carefully  trained  his 
children  to  habits  of  economy  and  industry. 

A.  J.  Cochran,  one  of  the  enterprising 
young  business  men  of  Fayette  county,  is  a 
son  of  James  and  Clarissa  (Huston)  Cochran, 
and  was  born  in  Tyrone  township,  Fayette 
county.  Pa.,  October  14,  1863.  He  was  rear- 
ed in  his  native  township,  received  a  good 
English  education,  and  upon  attaining  his 
majority  chose  mercantile  and  mining  pur- 
suits as  his  vocation.  In  1890  he  became 
connected  with  the  present  Juniata  Supply 
and  Store  Company,  of  which  he  is  general 
manager.  He  is  also  directly  and  indirectly 
interested  in  other  business  interests  in  the 
coke  and  coal  region  of  Fayette  county.  He 
owns  a  one-sixth  interest  in  his  father's  es- 
tate, embracing  lands,  mines  and  coke  ovens, 
and  valued  at  one-half  million  dollars.  Mr. 
Cochran  is  a  man  of  good  judgment,  fine 
business  qualifications,  and  is  upon  the  very 
threshold  of  his  career  in  life.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat. On  January  10,  1888,  Mr.  Cochran  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Nora  Cunningham, 
of  New  Haven,  and  to  their  union  were  born 
two  children:  Alva,  born  July  10,  1889,  and 
Edna,  who  was  born  January  20,  1893,  and 
died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Cochran  was  called 
from  life  at  an  early  age,  dying  on  May  29, 
1894.  Mr.  Cochran's  grandfather  was  a  lead- 
ing farmer  in  his  day,  and  his  fourth  son, 
James  Cochran,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  great  coke  industry  of  the  United  States. 
James  Cochran  was  born  in  1820,  and  died  in 
1894,  and  his  brothers  and  sisters  were:  Sam- 
uel, Isaac,  Sample,  John  and  Lizzie.  James 
Cochran  married  Clarissa  Huston,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Huston,  and  to  their  union 
were  born  ten  sons  and  a  daughter :  Philip 
G.,  John  T.,  Annie,  Henry,  William,  A.  J., 
George  G.,  and  five  who  died  in  infancy.   Mrs. 
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Cochran  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  M.  E. 
church,  and  a  generous  and  charitable  wo- 
man. She  was  born  in  1824,  and  died  in  1896. 
James  Cochran  was  largely  instrumental  in 
introducing  the  manufacture  of  coke,  and 
making  a  typical  fuel.  He  made  the  first 
coke  ever  sold  for  cash,  and  helped  largely  to 
make  Fayette  county  what  it  is  to-day,  the 
greatest  coke  county  in  the  world.  Else- 
where in  this  volume  the  life  of  James  Coch- 
ran, who  justly  occupies  a  prominent  place 
in  the  history  of  Fayette  county,  is  more  fully 
written,  and  it  only  remains  here  to  say  that 
he  was  kind  hearted  and  that  his  numerous 
business  relations  never  prevented  him  from 
finding  worthy  persons  needing  assistance 
and  aiding  them  quietly  and  without  osten- 
tatious show. 

Thom.\s  L.  Phillips,  a  wealthy  and  well 
respected  farmer  of  Franklin  township,  is  of 
Welsh  and  English  Quaker  lineage,  and  was 
born  February  17,  1835.  He  is  a  son  of  Ellis 
and  Phebe  (Lilly)  Phillips,  and  his  grand- 
father, Solomon  Phillips,  was  a  native  of  the 
state  of  Delaware,  where  he  married  Martha 
Nichols,  of  Wilmington.  About  1786  Solo- 
mon Phillips  removed  to  Washington  coun- 
ty, and  settled  on  a  farm  on  the  bank  of  the 
Monongahela  river  and  opposite  the  mouth 
of  Redstone  creek.  Here  Ellis  Phillips,  the 
father  of  Thomas  L.  Phillips,  was  born  No- 
vember 12,  1798.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  received  the  common  education  of  that 
early  day,  and  in  1824  removed  to  a  North 
Union  township  farm,  on  which  he  resided 
until  his  death.  He  married  Phebe,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Lilly,  of  Washington  county, 
and  to  their  union  were  born  these  children : 
■  Ruth,  wife  of  Charles  Swan,  of  North  Union 
township  ;  William,  who  married  Miss  Swan  ; 
Solomon,  a  North  Union  township  farmer ; 


Elizabeth,  who  resides  with  Solomon ; 
Thomas  L.  (subject) ;  James  A.,  a  resident  of 
W'ashington  county ;  Dr.  Ellis  P.,  of  New 
Haven  and  Martha,  a  resident  of  Ohio. 
Thomas  L.  Phillips,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  attend- 
ed the  common  schools,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  carpenter,  at  which  he  worked  for  several 
years.  Abandoning  his  trade  he  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  finally  removed  to 
Franklin  township,  where  he  now  owns  a 
good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres.  He  lately  sold  forty  acres  of  coal  at 
six  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  and  still  has  an 
interest  in  two  hundred  acres  of  fine  coal  land 
near  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  and  a  hundred  acre 
tract  of  hard  coal  land  in  Washington  coun- 
ty. Mr.  Phillips  is  a  Republican,  has  served 
several  terms  as  school  director  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is 
active  and  energetic  in  whatever  he  under- 
takes, and  has  been  successful  in  business. 
Mr.  Phillips  on  April  iS,  1861,  married  Sarah 
Parkhill,  the  oldest  daughter  of  R.  S.  and 
Eliza  (Hubert)  Parkhill,  whose  family  con- 
sisted of  five  children :  John,  James  H., 
Smith,  Hannah  and  Sarah,  who  was  born 
March  4,  1841.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  have 
three  children :  Lizzie  J.,  born  in  1863, 
married  J.  S.  Junk,  and  they  have  three  sons ; 
Annie  F.,  born  in  1865,  and  resides  with  her 
parents ;  and  Ellis  P.,  born  in  1870,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  other  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 

Hugh  R.vnkin,  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  Franklin  township,  is  a  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Eliza  (Junk)  Rankin,  and  was  born 
in  North  Union  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  November  24,  1848.  The  Ran- 
kin family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  its 
founder  in  Fayette  county  was  William  Ran- 
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kin,  Sr.,  the  grandfather  of  Hugh  Rankin, 
and  who  came  west  in  the  last  decade  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  \\'iUiam  Rankin,  Sr., 
reared  a  family  of  eleven  children,  eight  sons 
and  three  daughters :  Thomas,  Esther, 
James,  Ann,  Hugh,  Samuel,  ]\Iary  and  James 
(2),  William,  John  and  Joseph.  William,  the 
sixth  son,  and  father  of  Hugh  Rankin,  was 
born  in  1800,  and  died  in  March,  1877.  He 
was  a  farmer  like  his  father  and  a  quiet, 
steady  and  industrious  man.  He  married 
Eliza  Junk,  and  their  children  were:  John, 
born  in  1831 ;  William,  born  in  1841 ;  Samuel, 
born  in  1844;  Hugh  and  one  child  that  died 
in  infancy.  Hugh  Rankin,  the  youngest 
child,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Fayette  county,  after  which  he  commenced 
Hfe  for  himself  as  a  farmer.  He  left  North 
Union  and  removed  to  Franklin  township, 
where  he  steadily  followed  farming  and  rais- 
ing stock  with  a  degree  of  success  that  has 
placed  him  among  the  wealthiest  farmers  and 
citizens  of  his  adopted  township.  His  home 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres  is  well  improved 
and  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  he 
has  just  sold  the  coal  under  seventeen  acres 
for  seventeen  thousand  dollars,  while  his  in- 
vestments in  coal  land  in  German  and  Luzerne 
townships  have  been  paying,  as  a  one  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  acre  coal  tract  there  has  net- 
ted him  one  hundred  and  six  dollars  per  acre. 
He  also  owns  fifty  acres  of  coal  in  Washing- 
ton county.  Mr.  Rankin  is  a  Democrat,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church.  Hugh  Rankin,  on  Oc- 
tober 18,  1876,  married  Hannah  Parkhill, 
born  October  2,  .1849,  ^i^d  a  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Eliza  (Humbert)  Parkhill.  They 
have  had  four  children,  Altha,  born  1879; 
Ewing,  born  1881 ;  James,  born  1884,  and 
Ruth,  who  was  born  in  1892,  and  died  just 
one  year  later  in  1893. 


Hon.  Henry  Galley  (deceased)  was  born 
June  12,  1819,  and  died  December  2,  1895. 
He  was  a  son  of  Philip  and  Magdalene  (New- 
comer) Galley,  of  Franklin  township,  who  re- 
sided near  the  present  village  of  Dickerson 
Run.  He  was  the  youngest  of  his  father's 
family,  and  when  he  was  two  years  old  he  re- 
moved with  his  father  to  Franklin  township 
from  Tyrone.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Franklin  township,  and  be- 
came well  read  at  an  early  age.  He  was  a 
Democrat  and  became  one  of  the  leaders  of 
his  party.  He  well  remembered  the  scenes 
enacted  during  the  Buckshot  war  at  the  elec- 
tion of  Ritner  for  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Martin  A^an  Buren 
for  president.  He  held  various  township  of- 
fices, as  judge,  inspector  of  elections,  asses- 
sor, supervisor  of  roads  and  school  director. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  married  Miss 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Edmund  and  Elizabeth 
(Whetsel)  Freeman,  of  Franklin  township ; 
they  had  three  sons  and  six  daughters :  Eliz- 
abeth C.,  Franklin  M.,  deceased;  Allen,  Em- 
ma W.,  Sabina,  J.  K.  Ewing,  Kate,  Belle  and 
Henrietta.  Henry  Galley  was  the  youngest 
son,  and  inherited  one-half  of  the  old  Galley 
homestead  on  the  banks  of  the  Youghio- 
gheny  river,  opposite  Dawson,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death.  Farming  was  his  chief  busi- 
ness, but  he  dealt  in  stock,  bought  and  sold 
real  estate,  and  for  a  time  was  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Dawson.  He  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  upbuilding  of  Daw- 
son. He  built  the  brick  hotel  near  the  B.  & 
O.  station,  known  as  the  Central.  He  gave 
his  personal  attention  to  his  afifairs  and  was 
very  successful  in  his  undertakings.  He  was 
elected  to  the  legislature  in  1858;  he  was  re- 
nominated in  1859,  but  was  defeated  by  a 
split  in  the  party;  although  defeated,  he  con- 
tinued to  uphold  Democratic  principles.  He 
was  opposed  to  war  as  a  means  of  preserving 
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the  Union  and  for  thus  expressing  his  views 
he  was  denounced  as  disloyal  and  several  in- 
effectual attempts  were  made  to  arrest  him. 
In  regard  to  the  matter  of  slavery,  he  was 
content  to  leave  that  question  for  the  States 
themselves  to  settle,  believing  that  the  ad- 
vanced cit'ilization  would  in  time  eradicate  all 
evils.  He  was  a  man  who  thought  for  him- 
self and  was  not  easily  influenced  by  the  opin- 
ions of  others.  Socially,  he  was  kindly  dis- 
posed to  all;  a  good  conversationalist;  al- 
ways inclined  to  look  into  causes  rather  than 
be  blinded  by  effects. 

His  father,  Philip  Galley,  was  of  German 
descent.  His  grandfather,  Peter  Galley, 
came  from  Germany  to  America  in  1770,  and 
settled  in  Lancaster,  Pa.  He  married  Sophia 
Stern,  and  had  two  children,  a  daughter,  who 
died  in  infancy,  and  Philip,  the  heir.  Peter 
Galley  joined  the  Revolutionary  army  as  a 
musician  and  died  soon  after  enlistment,  thus 
leaving  his  son  Philip  to  be  cared  for  by  his 
widowed  mother.  After  two  years  his 
mother  married  again  and  Philip  was  taken 
in  charge  by  his  uncle,  Philip  Stern ;  he  was 
reared  in  industry  and  taught  weaving  and 
the  grafting  of  trees.  He  married  Magda- 
lena  Newcomer,  of  Washington  county,  Md. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Catherine 
Newcomer,  formerly  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  but 
from  there  removed  to  Washington  county, 
Md.,  where  Philip  Galley  soon  after  followed. 
Their  family  consisted  of  eleven  children: 
Peter,  Catherine,  John,  Jacob,  David,  Eliza- 
beth, Samuel,  Jonathan,  Barbara,  Abraham 
and  Henry.  After  settling  in  Washington 
county,  Md.,  Philip  Galley  sold  his  land  and 
with  their  only  son  Peter,  moved  to  what  was 
at  that  time  considered  the  far  west,  settling 
in  Fayette  county,  and  in  Tyrone  township, 
on  a  farm  now  on  the  line  of  the  Broad  Ford 
and  Mt.  Pleasant  Railroad,  Morgan  station 


being  on  a  part  of  the  home  farm.  There 
thev  lived  until  ten  more  children  were  born. 
Philip  Galley  was  the  first  man  in  this  coun- 
ty to  engage  in  the  nursery  business.  He  ac- 
cumulated wealth  rapidly,  and  in  addition 
bought  the  fine  river  bottom  farm  in  Frank- 
lin and  moved  there  in  1821.  He  became  a 
successful  grower  of  fruit  trees  as  well  as 
a  prominent  farmer  of  his  day.  After  assist- 
ing each  of  his  eight  sons  to  a  farm  he  re- 
tired from  business  and  gave  his  home  to  his 
two  youngest  sons,  Abraham  and  Henry.  He 
remained  in  the  old  mansion  house  until  his 
death  in  August,  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven.  He  was  buried  in  Locust  Grove  cem- 
etery, where  his  wife  was  also  buried  the 
previous  year.  Before  Henry  Galley's  death, 
great  changes  took  place  in  the  old  home- 
stead, due  to  the  construction  of  the  Pitts- 
burg, McKeesport  and  Youghiogheny  Rail- 
road. The  Dickerson  Run  station  is  on  part 
of  the  Galley  farm.  The  old  farm  is  now 
pretty  well  built  up  with  houses  and  covered 
with  railroad  tracks,  where  once  grew  corn, 
wheat  and  grass.  JNIr.  Galley  built  a  fine 
frame  mansion  at  La  Belle  before  he  died, 
which  is  now  occupied  by  his  two  daughters, 
Emma  and  Henrietta.  Mr.  Galley  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church.  In  his 
younger  days  he  united  with  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church,  but  left  that  church 
later  in  his  life.  He  accepted  the  Bible  as  a 
guide  for  living  and  dying.  He  was  a  man 
well  informed  on  the  cjuestions  of  the  day, 
had  a  retentive  memory  and  in  all  respects 
his  character  was  worthy  of  imitation. 

J.  F.  Bi,ACK,  one  of  the  leading  merchants 
and  business  men  of  Dickerson  Run,  is  a  sou 
of  Albert  and  Esther  (Brownfield)  Black,  and 
was  born  at  Confluence,  Somerset  county. 
Pennsylvania,  I\Iay  17,  1867.    He  was  reared 
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and  received  his  education  in  his  native  town- 
ship, while  he  received  liis  early  business 
training  in  his  father's  store.  He  left  Con- 
fluence in  1888,  and  came  to  Dickerson  Run, 
where  he  opened  a  general  mercantile  store, 
which  he  soon  made  first  class.  He  now  car- 
ries the  largest  and  best  assorted  stock  of 
goods  in  the  town,  and  has  a  large  patronage, 
which  extends  over  a  considerable  area  of 
the  surrounding  country.  He  is  a  Republi- 
can in  politics  and  has  served  as  postmaster 
at  Dickerson  Run  for  the  last  eight  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  church,  and  of 
the  Iroquois  Society  and  Lodge  No.  728,  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  both  of 
Dawson.  On  January  10,  1886,  Mr.  Black 
maried  Mary  Reynolds,  of  Confluence,  Pa., 
and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children :  Alfred,  born  November  27,  1887, 
and  Frank  W.,  born  June  29,  1895.  Mrs. 
Black  is  a  daughter  of  J.  J.  and  Nancy  (Brad- 
ley) Reynolds,  of  Somerfield,  Pa.,  who  had 
the  following  children :  George,  deceased ; 
Alaggie,  wife  of  George  H.  Walton,  chief 
clerk  in  the  Claim  Department  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  "Company  in  Pittsburg; 
Robert,  engaged  in  the  gentlemen's  furnish- 
ing business  in  Cumberland,  Md. ;  x\nnie,  wife 
of  R.  W.  Gibson,  who  is  in  the  employ  of 
Bailey,  Morris  &  Co.,  at  Wilson,  Pa.;  Mrs. 
jVIary  Black,  who  was  born  September  6, 
1869;  and  Jennie,  a  clerk  in  ^Mr.  Black's  store 
at  Dickerson  Run.  Albert  Black,  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  Confluence,  Pa.,  and  has  lately  retired 
from  the  general  mercantile  business,  which 
he  had  followed  successsfully  for  many  years 
at  Confluence.  He  is  a  Republican  and 
Methodist,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  political  and  religious  affairs.  He  is 
a  member  of  an  old  and  respected  family. 
Mr.  Black   married   Esther  Brownfield,   and 


their  children  are :  Virgil,  a  merchant,  mar- 
ried Mary  Pullin,and  they  have  four  children, 
Fannie,  married  T.  J.  Shaffer,  president  of 
the  Steel  Workers'  association,  of  Pittsburg, 
and  they  have  one  child;  J.  F.  (subject); 
Thomas  W.,  a  merchant,  who  married  Lillian 
Flenigan,  and  has  two  children ;  Henry  J., 
married  Mary  Friend,  of  Friendsville,  and  is 
railroad  agent  at  that  place ;  Susan  E.,  and 
Charles  E.  and  Edward,  who  are  both  un- 
married and  have  succeeded  their  father  in 
his  business  at  Confluence,  Pa. 

W.  C.  Crowell,  a  retired  teacher  and  a 
present  merchant  of  Dickerson  Run,  is  a  son 
of  David  and  Eliza  (Rice)  Crowell,  and  was 
born  in  Huntingdon  county,  Pennsylvania, 
August  16,  1849.  His  parents  were  of  Eng- 
lish descent  and  reared  the  following  chil- 
dren :  David,  born  in  and  still  a  resident 
of  Huntingdon  county;  jNIargaret,  wife  of 
George  W.  Richardson,  died  in  1896;  John, 
who  married  a  Miss  Erwin,  of  Birmingham, 
Pa.,  and  lives  at  that  place ;  James,  married 
Mary  Huggentugler ;  and  George,  died  Au- 
gust 27,  1877.  W.  C.  Crowell  was  reared  at 
Birmingham,  Pa.,  received  a  limited  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  at  sixteen 
years  of  age  went  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter. He  soon  after  met  with  an  accident 
which  rendered  him  a  cripple  for  life  and  un- 
fitted him  for  manual  labor.  He  sought  to 
gain  an  education  by  self-study  while  work- 
ing at  what  few  things  he  could  do.  Later 
he  obtained  a  few  months'  schooling  and  en- 
tered a  class  for  examination,  where  he  se- 
cured a  teacher's  first  class  certificate.  He 
then  taught  in  Huntingdon,  Blair,  A\'est- 
moreland.  Allegheny  and  Fayette  counties 
for  twenty-seven  years.  He  came  to  Fay- 
ette county  in  1884  and  taught  near  Dawson 
until    1896.    having   engaged    in    his    present 
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mercantile  business  at  Dickerson  Run  in 
1890.  Mr.  Crowell  on  August  30,  1888, 
married  Mary  A.  Martin,  and  to  tliis  union 
have  been  born  two  children:  Annie  Belle, 
born  August  18,  1889,  and  Beulah  G.,  born 
April  19,  1892.  Mrs.  Crowell  is  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Susan  (Cunningham)  Martin, 
who  had  four  children :  George,  William,  Lu- 
lu, Mary  A.  (Mrs.  Crowell),  who  was  born 
April  18,  1863.  Mr.  Crowell  owns  a  good 
house  and  lot  at  Dickerson  Run  and  has  a 
well-stocked  store,  which  is  well  patronized. 
He  is  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  the  Daw- 
son M.  E.  church,  and  is  a  very  active  church 
and  Sunday-school  worker,  having  for  the 
past  twelve  years  been  superintendent  of 
Sunday-schools  of  different  churches  near 
which  he  was  residing.  He  is  at  present  su- 
perintendent of  Dawson  M.  E.  Sunday- 
school.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ep- 
worth  League,  in  which  he  is  an  active 
worker. 

.  Eli  Galluv,  a  substantial  farmer  and  busi- 
ness man  of  Franklin  township,  is  of  English 
and  German  ancestry.  He  is  a  son  of  Abra- 
ham and  Mary  (Stoner)  Galley,  and  was  born 
in  Franklin  township,  Fayette  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, September  20,  1841.  Peter  Galley 
came  from  Germany  to  Philadelphia  about 
1770,  and  his  son,  Philip  Galley,  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  eleven  children :  Peter,  Catherine,  John, 
Jacob,  David,  Elizabeth,  Samuel,  Jonathan, 
Barbara,  Abraham  and  Henry.  Abraham 
(jalley,  the  tenth  child,  was  born  September 
28,  1816,  and  died  November  6,  1893.  He 
married  Mary  Stoner,  who  was  born  Febru- 
ary 22,  1822,  and  died  April  11,  1885.  :\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Galley  were  tiie  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren :  Eli  (subject) ;  Albert,  born  January  9, 
1845,  '''"d  died  November  21,  T898;  Clark  G., 
I'orn  November  23,  1851,  and  died  September 


6,  1887,  and  Martin,  born  September  11,  1854. 
Eli  Galley  was  reared  on  the  farm,  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
township,  and  upon  attaining  his  majority, 
commenced  life  for  himself.  He  was  engaged 
in  various  lines  of  business.  He  left  the  farm 
and  went  to  Dawson,  wdiere  he  first  con- 
ducted a  jewelry  establishment  and  then  em- 
barked in  the  general  mercantile  business, 
which  he  discontinued  in  1886  to  return  to 
the  management  of  the  home  farm  on  ac- 
count of  his  father's  ill  health.  Since  1886 
he  has  followed  farming"  and  selling  agri- 
cultural implements  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  county.  February  3,  1870,  Eli  Galley 
married  Emma  Huston,  of  Dawson,  who  was 
born  August  17,  1847,  ''"d  is  one  of  a  family 
of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  ten  grew  to 
maturity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Galley  have  two 
children:  Laura,  born  June  11,  1872,  married 
Joseph  Tavlor,  of  Westmoreland  county, 
June  27,  1895,  and  they  have  one  child,  Clif- 
ford, born  INIarch  20,  1898;  and  Frank  B., 
born  October  23,  1880,  and  is  assisting  his 
father  on  the  farm.  Mr.  Galley  owns  a  well- 
improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  acres.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  for  a 
number  of  years  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  has  served  in  Daw- 
son as  school  director  and  tax  collector,  and 
in  other  local  offices.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow, 
holding  membership  at  Dawson  and  ranks  as 
a  leading  citizen  of  his  township. 

John  K.  Ewinc,  Gai.i.kv,  a  farmer  and 
fruit  grower,  of  Franklin  township,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  old  and  highly  respected  Galley 
family,  which  has  been  resident  of  Fayette 
county  for  over  a  century.  He  was  born 
March  23,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and 
Ruth  Freeman  Galley.  J.  K.  Ewing  Galley, 
on   October  22,   1889,    married    Magdalene, 
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daughter  of  ^^''ilIianl  and  JNIary  Foster,  of 
Smithfield,  Ohio.  To  them  have  been  born 
four  children :  William  K.,  Henrietta,  Mary 
Belle  and  Allen  Quitman.  Mr.  Galley  was 
reared  on  the  farm  and  attended  the  common 
school.  He  still  follows  his  chosen  profes- 
sion of  farming.  He  has  taken  a  great  inter- 
est in  schools  and  has  represented  his  dis- 
trict on  the  board  of  education.  Politically 
he  has  been  a  Democrat. 

Skiles  Browning,  a  successful  farmer,  of 
Franklin  township,  is  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Re- 
becca (Hamilton)  Browning,  and  was  born 
in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  May  25, 
1856.  His  grandparents  were  of  English 
stock,  and  settled  in  [Maryland  in  an  early 
day.  His  father,  Isaac  Browning,  was  born 
in  i8io,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  en- 
gaged in  teaming  from  Baltimore  to  Cum- 
berland, j\Id.,  where  later  -he  was  superin- 
tendent for  several  years  of  the  freight  depot 
from  which  all  western  freight  was  shipped. 
He  came  in  1840  to  Laurel  Hill,  this  county, 
where  he  died  March  4,  1869.  He  was  a  man 
of  excellent  business  quahfications  and  good 
moral  character,  and  married  Rebecca  Hamil- 
ton. Their  children  were :  James  C,  born 
December  11,  1854,  married  Miss  Sembower, 
of  Uniontown,  where  he  resides  and  has 
three  children;  Skiles,  born  INIay  25,  1856, 
and  Mary  E.,  who  was  born  October  20, 
1858,  and  married  Leith  Moore,  of  Pittsburg. 
Skiles  Browning  grew  to  manhood  on  a 
farm,  and  after  receiving  a  fair  English  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  Fayette 
county,  commenced  life  for  himself  as  a  far- 
mer. He  worked  hard  and  regularly,  neg- 
lected no  opportunities,  was  economical  in 
the  proper  sense  of  the  word,  and  to-day 
while  only  in  the  matured  prime  of  life  is 
well    and    comfortablv    situated.     He  has  a 


good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six 
acres  of  land,  which  is  only  six  miles  from 
Uniontown.  He  has  recently  sold  seventeen 
acres  of  coal  of  this  farm  for  seventeen  thou- 
sand dollars.  He  has  a  comfortable  and 
beautiful  home,  and  is  well  situated  to  enjoy 
life.  Mr.  Browning,  on  August  4,  1876, 
married  Mary  C,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Sarah  (Leighty)  Work,  and  who  was  born 
;\Iarch  II,  1857.  Their  union  has  been  bless- 
ed with  nine  children  :  Harry  W.  Browning, 
born  February  18,  1878;  Edna  E.,  born  De- 
cember 22,  1879;  Sarah  V.,  born  April  10, 
1882;  Mary  C,  born  May  21,  1884;  Ida  B., 
born  August  29,  1887;  Jessie  E.,  born  June 
4,  1890;  Skiles,  Jr.,  born  September  5,  1892; 
Mabel  S.,  born  June  11,  1895;  Barton  G., 
born  May  18,  1897. 

John  Boger,  a  veteran  soldier  and  an  old 
resident  of  Franklin  township,  was  born  in 
1842,  in  Fayette  county,  and  is  a  son  of  Jo- 
seph and  Jane  (Gibson)  Boger.  His  pater- 
nal great-grandfather  came  from  Germany 
to  America  about  1730,  and  served  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  grand- 
father, Joseph  Boger,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster county.  Pa.,  where  he  was  a  mill- 
wright, and  married  and  reared  a  family  of 
five  children:  Benjamin,  Joseph,  Elizabeth, 
Catherine  and  Mary.  Joseph  Boger,  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came  to  Fay- 
ette county,  and  in  1828  married  Jane  Gib- 
son, who  was  born  in  the  year  1800.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boger  reared  a  family  of  three  sons 
and  two  daughters :  Samuel,  Rebecca,  Mary, 
Joseph,  Jr.,  and  John,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  John  Boger  grew  to  manhood  in  a 
day  of  limited  educational  advantages,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  wagon  maker,  which  he 
quit  when  the  Civil  war  commenced.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Sixtv-third  Regiment  of  Penn- 
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sylvania  Volunteers,  and  was  transferred 
from  it  to  the  Ninet3'-ninth  Pennsylvania 
Regiment,  and  again  transferred  from  the 
Ninety-ninth  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth 
Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  A^olunteers.  He 
was  in  the  infantry,  and  served  in  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  being  in  the  thickest  of  the 
great  Wilderness  battles,  in  the  desperate 
charges  at  Cold  Harbor,  and  in  the  advanced 
trenches  at  the  siege  of  Petersburg.  He 
served  until  Appomattox  closed  the  great 
struggle,  and  returning  home  resumed  his 
trade  of  wagon  maker,  which  he  followed  for 
a  number  of  years  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing. A  man  of  good  judgment  and  proper 
economy,  he  has  secured  some  means  and 
judiciously  increased  them.  He  owns  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  near  Flat- 
woods,  and  has  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Kansas  and  Nebraska.  Mr.  Boger  is  a  Re- 
publican, but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
any  political  office  within  the  gift  of  his  fel- 
low citizens. 

Alfred  M.  Fuller  was  born  April  7, 
1833,  at  Perryopolis,  Fayette  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. He  is  a  son  of  the  late  James,  Sr., 
and  Lucinda  (Fumer)  Fuller,  both  natives  of 
Fayette  county,  the  former  of  Scotch-Irish, 
the  latter  of  French  extraction.  James  Ful- 
ler, Sr.,  was  born  March  11,  1796,  and  died 
July  7,  1866;  his  wife  was  born  October  28, 
1800,  and  died  February  17,  1878.  The 
father  of  the  late  James  Fuller,  Sr.,  located  in 
Fayette  county  from  Kennett  Square,  Ches- 
ter county,  Pa.,  shortly  after  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  became  a  leading  ag- 
riculturist, land  owner  and  stock  raiser  of 
Perry  township.  James  Fuller,  Sr.,  followed 
his  father's  avocation  and  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful. The  educational  facilities  of  his  day 
and  community  being  limited  he  was  largely 


a  self-educated  man.  Having  ample  means 
and  abundant  leisure  and  a  pronounced  taste 
for  study  and  research,  he  acquired  a  very 
substantial  and  wide  range  of  information. 
His  services  as  advisor  were  in  common  re- 
quest by  his  neighbors.  He  filled  numerous 
local  offices,  including  forty  years'  incum- 
bency of  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  was  otherwise  generally  recognized  as  a 
valuable  citizen.  As  a  Democrat  he  figured 
actively  in  his  party's  work,  serving  fre- 
quently as  a  member  of  the  county  commit- 
tee and  as  a  delegate  to  conventions.  He 
served  as  associate  judge  of  the  district  by 
appointment  of  Governor  Shunk.  ]\Ir.  and 
Mrs.  James  Fuller,  Sr.,  had  eight  children, 
viz:  David,  who  was  born  April  6,  1823; 
John,  born  November  4,  1824;  James,  born 
July  5,  1827;  William  M.,  born  J\Iarch  17, 
1829;  Daniel,  born  February  24,  1831;  Al- 
fred M.,  born  April  7,  1833;  Mary  Elizabeth, 
born  September  i,  1835,  and  died  March  29, 
1867;  and  Lucinda,  born  December  10,  1838, 
and  died  January  6,  1880.  All  of  the  sons 
are  deceased,  save  Alfred  M.  Fuller,  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch.  David  Fuller 
was  an  agriculturist  of  Fayette  county,  and 
died  September  16,  1886.  John  Fuller  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Fayette  County  bar, 
practiced  law  at  Uniontown,  and  died  in  the 
'8o's ;  James  Fuller,  Jr.,  adopted  medicine 
as  his  profession,  and  was  located  at  Union- 
town  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  in  the 
'8o's ;  William  M.  Fuller  was  associated 
with  his  brother,  Alfred  ^I.  Fuller,  as  herein- 
after set  forth,  and  died  March  19,  1900,  and 
Daniel  Fuller  pursued  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine at  Pittsburg,  where  he  died  jMarch  7, 
1870.  Alfred  M.  Fuller  received  his  educa- 
tion in  Fayette  county  and  spent  his  early 
manhood  in  agricultural  and  live  stock  rais- 
ing pursuits  in  his  native  county.    In  1859  he 
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left  ^^'estern  Pennsylvania  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness as  a  dealer  in  live  stock  on  an  exten- 
sive scale  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 
with  headquarters  in  the  former  city,  having 
partnership  association  therein  with  his 
brother,  William  M.  Fuller.  The  brothers 
Fuller  were  early  in  the  field  as  exporters 
to  European  ports  of  American  live  stock. 
Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  this  industry 
was  operated  at  the  outset  at  great  pecuniary 
loss  Messrs.  Fuller  believing  firmly  in  its 
ultimate  success,  persisted  therein,  and  their 
pluck,  enterprise  and  business  capacity  were 
eventually  rewarded,  not  onl}'  in  their  per- 
sonal success,  but  in  seeing  the  modest  traf- 
fic of  which  they  were  pioneers  developed  to 
enormous  proportions.  The  Messrs.  Fuller 
retired  from  active  connection  with  stock  ex- 
porting in  1878,  although  their  capital  con- 
tinues to  be  invested  therein.  Mr.  Alfred 
]\I.  Fuller  has  extensive  banking  and  rail- 
road interests  in  Eastern  cities,  where  much 
of  his  time  is  necessarily  spent.  He  was  mar- 
ried ]\Iay  23,  1882,  to  Margaretta,  daughter 
of  the  late  William  Coleman,  iron  manufac- 
turer of  Pittsburg.  To  this  union  was  born 
one  child,  Florence  Marguerite  Fuller,  No- 
vember II,  1883.  She  was  one  of  the  victims 
of  the  hotel  Windsor  fire,  in  New  York  city, 
March  17,  1899. 

^Malcolm  IMcDonald,  general  manager  of 
the  Rainbow  Coal  and  Coke  Company's 
store  at  Whitsett,  is  a  son  of  the  late  David 
and  Phebe  (Harvey)  McDonald,  and  was 
born  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  July 
13,  1865.  His  grandfather,  IMalcolm  [McDon- 
ald, came  from  Scotland  to  Cambria  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  married  and  had  a  family  of 
twelve  children :  Daniel,  ]\Ialcomb,  Jr., 
James,  John  K.,  David,  Jane  A.,  Margaret, 
Parthenia,  Annie,  Mordecai,  Mary,  and  one 


who  died  in  infancy.  David,  the  fourth  son, 
came  to  Perry  township  and  lived  there  until 
his  death.  He  married  Phebe  Harvey,  who 
lived  to  be  ninety-one  years  of  age,  and  to 
them  were  born  the  following  children : 
Mary,  wife  of  A.  B.  Joseph,  of  Dawson ;  Mal- 
colm (subject) ;  Maggie,  married  W.  D.  Rit- 
ter,  of  Jacob's  Creek,  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty; WilHam,  married  Elizabeth  Cottom,  and 
resides  at  Dawson;  Parthenia  and  Louisa, 
who  died  in  childhood.  Mr.  McDonald  was 
a  well  educated  man  and  taught  for  twenty- 
five  years  before  his  death,  in  1876,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two  years.  Malcolm  McDonald 
is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  was  reared  at 
Dawson,  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools  and  in  1887  became  a  clerk  in  a  dry- 
goods  store.  From  this  beginning  he  slowly 
worked  his  way  up  until  he  secured  his  pres- 
ent position  as  store  manager  at  Whitsett, 
where  he  has  been  postmaster  for  the  last 
six  years.  October  10,  1894,  he  married 
Elizabeth  A.  Wardley,  who  was  born  June 
10,  1874,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Dennis  and 
Hannah  (Beason)  Wardley,  of  Yorkshire, 
England.  Mr.  McDonald  is  a  Republican  po- 
litically, and  has  been  a  member  for  several 
years  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Junior  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics  at  Dawson,  and  ranks 
as  a  man  of  good  business  qualifications. 


Joseph  Leander  Stader,  a  leading  fu- 
neral director  and  furniture  dealer  of  Con- 
nellsville,  was  born  in  Latrobe,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pennsylvania,  January  19,  1869, 
and  is  a  son  of  F.  J.  and  Matilda  E.  (Henry) 
Stader.  F.  J.  Stader  has  been  for  more  than 
thirty  years  a  funeral  director  and  furniture 
dealer  in  Latrobe,  and  is  in  his  fifty-fourth 
year.     He  entered  business  with  his  father, 
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Francis  Stader,  when  a  young  man,  in  La- 
trobe,  and  has  since  been  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  business.  Francis  Stader  died 
about  1883.  He  was  of  German  descent  and 
came  to  this  country  from  Germany.  Francis 
Stader  settled  in  Adamsburg,  Pa.,  where  F. 
J.  Stader  was  born,  and  was  by  trade  a  cabi- 
net maker.  From  Adamsburg  Francis  Sta- 
der moved  to  Youngstown,  Pa.,  and  from 
thence  to  near  Latrobe,  where  he  purchased 
a  farm  near  St.  Vincent's  college.  In  later 
years  he  purchased  the  interest  of  Francis 
Stader,  and  has  conducted  the  business  suc- 
cessfully to  the  present  time.  The  business 
was  established  in  1866.  The  paternal  grand- 
mother was  Mary  Nieman.  She  is  living 
near  Latrobe,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
The  great-grandfather,  George  Nieman,  died 
near  St.  Vincent's,  Westmoreland  county. 
Francis  Stader,  tiie  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, drove  the  first  shingle  on  the  roof  of 
St.  Vincent's,  and  his  wife  taught  the  found- 
ers to  bake  bread.  George  Nieman,  Mr.  Sta- 
•  der's  great-grandfather,  was  at  the  time  of 
his  death  over  ninety  years  of  age.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  Francis  Sta- 
der, the  grandfather  of  Joseph  L.  Stader: 
Francis  J.  (father),  George  Stader,  a  ma- 
chinist, is  married  and  one  of  the  pros- 
perous citizens  of  Latrobe;  Andrew,  who 
was  an  employee  of  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad,  killed  Ijy  a  train  and  left  a 
large  family ;  John,  father  of  a  Benedictine 
Order  in  Atchinson,  Ivan. ;  and  Katherine 
and  Annie,  nuns  in  Scholastic  convent, 
in  Newark,  N.  J.,  the  former  being  Sister 
Boniface,  Mother  Prioress  of  that  convent, 
and  the  latter  is  known  as  Sister  Angela ;  and 
Sadie,  who  died  before  reaching  womanhood. 
The  ]wrents  of  Mr.  Stader  were  married  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother  died  in  1879. 
Five   children    l)lcsscd    that    miinn:    Joseph 


Leander,  subject  of  this  sketch;  John  Fran- 
cis, in  business  with  his  father  in  Latrobe ; 
Edward  George,  died  at  the  age  of  five  years ; 
Mary  E.,  died  when  eleven  years  of  age ; 
William,  died  in  infancy.  The  maternal 
grandparents  were  John  and  Eliza  Henry, 
both  of  whom  lived  to  be  over  sev- 
enty years  of  age.  There  was  a  large  family 
born  to  them :  Israel,  Elias,  John  and  Ed- 
ward, who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years.  Mr.  Stader  attended  the  local  pa- 
rochial schools  and  St.  Vincent's  college.  He 
left  school  when  fifteen  years  of  age  to  en- 
gage with  his  father  in  the  undertaking  and 
furniture  business  at  Latrobe,  where  he  re- 
mained until  July,  1892,  when  he  came  to 
Connellsville  and  engaged  in  the  undertak- 
ing and  furniture  business  for  himself  in  the 
Soisson  building,  near  the  Yough  house.  Af- 
ter one  year  he  moved  across  the  street  to 
the  Wilkey  building,  finally  locating  at  the 
stand  he  now  occupies,  which  is  the  oldest 
undertaking  establishment  in  Fayette  coun- 
ty. Mr.  Stader  came  to  Connellsville  with 
small  means  and  his  success  is  due  to  his 
energy,  integrity  and  correct  business  meth- 
ods. He  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  Soisson, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Caroline  Soisson,  of 
Connellsville,  in  October,  1894.  Two  chil- 
dren bless  that  union :  Francis  Joseph,  born 
December  9,  1895,  and  Angela  CaroHne,  born 
March  10,  1898.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stader  are 
both  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Immacu- 
late Conception  of  Connellsville,  Pa.  Mr. 
Stader  is  a  member  of  the  orders  of  Ameri- 
cus  and  Iroquois.  Also  Lodge  No.  503,  B. 
P.  O.  Elks.  He  has  been  conducting  funer- 
als since  he  was  fifteen  years  old  and  is  one 
of  the  most  successful  funeral  directors  in 
this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  He  keeps  all 
modern  equipments  and  improvements  in 
connection  with  his  business,  and  keeps  fully 
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abreast  of  the  times.  Mr.  Stader  easily 
ranks  with  Connellsville's  leading  and  most 
successful  business  men.  The  father  of  Mr. 
Stader  was  twice  married.  His  second  mar- 
riage was  to  JMiss  Hannah  Rogers,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Rogers,  of  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty. Her  father  was  for  many  years  a  boat- 
maia  on  the  Ohio  river.  Four  children  were 
born  to  that  union :  James  B.,  Victor,  at 
home,  Annie,  deceased,  and  Hilary,  at  home. 

William  B.  Curry,  an  intelligent  citizen 
and  active  young  farmer  of  Dunbar  town- 
ship, is  a  son  of  James  P.  and  Caroline 
(Boyd)  Curry,  and  was  born  in  Franklin 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
March  i8,  1873.  His  paternal  great-grand- 
father, Solomon  Curry,  came  to  Fayette 
county  about  the  commencement  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  and  made  a  home  for  him- 
self on  what  is  known  as  the  old  Curry  home- 
stead, where  he  died,  leaving  five  children, 
one  of  whom  was  James  P.  Curry,  Sr.,  the 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
James  P.  Curry,  Sr.,  lived  and  died  in  the 
township  where  he  was  born.  He  married 
and  had  six  children:  Sarah  C,  Mary  A., 
James  P.,  George  W.,  Elizabeth,  and  one 
which  died  in  infancy.  James  P.  Curry  was 
born  in  August,  1848,  and  died  May  22,  1899. 
He  lived  a  quiet  but  industrious  and  useful 
life  as  a  farmer.  He  was  twice  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Mary  A.  Hustead,  who  died  and 
left  one  child,  a  daughter,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  William  E.  Crow,  of  Uniontown.  His 
second  wife,  Caroline  Boyd,  a  daughter  of 
William  H.  and  Caroline  Boyd,  of  Menallen 
township,  was  born  in  1845,  '^'^<^1  '^'^'^  i'''  1892. 
Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Curry's  children  were :  Wil- 
liam B.,  John  M.,  who  served  in  the 
Tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  in  its  cam- 
paign   in  the  Philippine  Islands ;    Robert  D., 


born  November  18,  1877,  and  was  a  member 
of  Company  C,  of  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania, 
serving  with  his  brother,  John  M.,  in  the 
Philippines ;  James  L.,  born  in  October, 
1879,  and  now  employed  in  the  tin  plate 
works  at  Connellsville ;  and  Jesse  A.,  born 
February  14,  1883,  and  resides  on  the  home 
farm.  William  B.  Curry  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  carefully  trained  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  for  which  he  manifested  a  decided 
preference.  At  the  same  time  he  was  am- 
bitious of  securing  a  good  education,  and  af- 
ter leaving  the  public  schools,  pursued  his 
studies  at  the  Southwest  State  normal  school 
and  attended  several  sessions  at  the  West 
Virginia  university.  Upon  leaving  the  uni- 
versity, he  engaged  in  farming  and  has  been 
following  it  steadily  ever  since.  In  June, 
1898,  Mr.  Curry  married  Ellen  V.  Hambry, 
of  Connellsville.  Mrs.  Curry  is  a  daughter 
of  F.  B.  and  Jennie  (Kreamer)  Hambry, 
whose  family  consisted  of  eight  children : 
Ellen  V.  (Mrs.  Curry),  born  April  30,  1877, 
Elizabeth,  Mary,  Frances,  Thomas,  Edith, 
Frank  and  Frederick.  Mr.  Curry  is  a  Re- 
publican and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  owns  a  good  farm  and  is  active 
and  useful  in  everv  movement  for  the  ma- 
terial, intellectual  or  moral  improvement  of 
his  community. 

Glorge  W.  Dunn,  a  resident  and  trades- 
man of  Franklin  township,  was  born  in  Jef- 
ferson township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, December  27,  1854,  and  is  the  second 
son  of  Thomas  W.  and  Sylvia  (Pence)  Dunn. 
He  is  of  German  and  Irish  descent.  His 
paternal  grandparents  came  to  America  just 
at  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
one  of  their  sons  was  Thomas  W.  Dunn,  who 
died  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
Thomas  W.  Dunn  was  industrious  and  hon- 
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est.  He  was  a  Democrat,  and  belonged  to 
the  Presbyterian  church.  He  married  Syl- 
via Pence,  who  was  born  in  1824,  and  still 
survives  him.  Their  children,  ten  in  number, 
were:  Franklin  P.,  George  W.,_  Margaret, 
Agnes,  James  H.,  Charles  E.,  Jonathan,  Lulu 
j\l.,  John  S.,  and  Etta,  of  whom  Franklin, 
Margaret  and  Lulu  M.,  are  deceased. 
George  W.  Dunn  spent  his  boyhood  years 
on  a  farm,  attended  the  common  schools  and 
then  spent  four  years  (from  1872  to  1876) 
in  learning  the  trade  of  blacksmith  with  W. 
H.  Williams,  of  Uniontown.  Upon  the  com- 
pletion of  his  apprenticeship,  he  opened  a 
shop  at  Laurel  Hill,  and  has  followed  his 
trade  there  ever  since.  On  December  27, 
1883,  Mr.  Dunn  married  Mary  Junk,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Julia  (Humbert) 
Junk,  who  was  born  August  5,  1849.  ^i"- 
and  Mrs.  Dunn  have  two  children:  Robert 
S..  born  May  13,  1885,  and  Anna  May,  born 
August  30,  1886.  Mr.  Dunn  owns  a  com- 
fortable home  at  Laurel  Hill,  where  he  has 
■  spent  over  twenty  years  of  his  life.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  and  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  is  a  good  workman  and  a  useful 
citizen. 

J.  S.  Strong,  an  industrious  farmer  and 
stock  raiser  of  Franklin  township,  is  the 
youngest  son  of  Henry  and  Eliza  (Hunter) 
Strong,  and  was  born  in  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  February  5,  1855.  Henry 
Strong  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  He 
was  born  November  30,  1806,  and  on  No- 
vember 23,  183 1,  married  Eliza  Hunter,  who 
was  born  in  1813.  To  their  union  were  born 
five  children:  John  C,  born  May  13,  1833, 
married  Margaret  Roswell,  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, and  died  in  1867;  Robert  H.,  born  April 
6,  1835,  married  Mary  Gaddis,  of  Franklin 
township,  and  has  five  children;    James  M., 


born  June  14,  1837,  married  Elizabeth 
Brown,  of  Franklin  township,  and  died  ■  in 
Pittsburg,  May  9,  1896,  leaving  six  children; 
Amanda,  born  November  5,  1847,  niarried 
John  Higbee,  of  Jefferson  township,  and 
died  in  1898,  leaving  four  children ;  and  J. 
S.,  our  subject.  J.  S.  Strong  passed  his  boy- 
hood days  on  a  farm,  received  a  common 
school  education,  and  has  followed  farming 
up  to  the  present  time.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  and  has  always  been 
a  Republican.  He  has  been  successful,  and 
owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres, 
for  which  he  lately  refused  an  ofifer  of  eleven 
thousand  dollars.  He  is  an  industrious  man 
and  a  respected  citizen.  In  1883  he  married 
Mary  L.,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Joanna 
(Tracey)  Frost,  born  June  21,  i860.  They 
have  had  ten  children :  Joanna,  born  Decem- 
ber 19,  1884;  Orlando  D.,  born  June  25, 
1886;  Eliza  E.,  born  October  7,  1887;  Belle 
O.,  born  September  11,  1889;  Joel  S.,  Jr., 
born  February  4,  1891  ;  Clayton  A.,  born  Oc- 
tober 28,  1892;  Hazel  B.,  born  May  2,  1894; 
Edison  K.,  born  May  22,  1896;  Mary  L., 
born  February  5,  1898;  and  Annie  W.,  born 
November  16,  1899. 

William  H.  Allen,  a  veteran  officer  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  a  farmer  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Jonathan  G. 
and  Elizabeth  (Downer)  Allen.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  James  Allen,  was  a  promi- 
nent man  in  the  early  history  of  the  county, 
and  served  as  sheriff  from  1802  until  1806. 
Of  his  sons,  one  was  Jonathan  G.  Allen,  who 
was  born  in  1794  and  died  in  1867.  Jonathan 
G.  Allen  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  married  Elizabeth  Downer,  who 
was  born  in  1796,  and  passed  away  in  1884. 
They  reared   a    family    of    seven    children : 
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Sarah  (deceased),  James  P.  (deceased),  Jacob 
D.,  William  H.,  Sutia  Ann  (deceased),  Mary 
E.,  a  resident  of  New  Haven,  and  Drusilla, 
also  residing  in  New  Haven.  William  H.  Al- 
len was  a  farmer's  son  and  grew  up  amid 
farm  labors  and  farm  pleasures.  He  receiv- 
ed a  common  school  education,  and  followed 
farming  until  the  commencement  of  the  Civil 
war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  First 
^^'est  Virginia  Cavalry.  He  was  made  order- 
ly sergeant,  and  later  promoted  to  first  lieu- 
tenant, and  participated  in  several  hard 
fought  battles.  In  the  latter  part  of  1863 
he  took  sick  \\-ith  smallpox,  and  when  he  re- 
covered was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
Federal  service  for  physical  disability.  Re- 
turning home  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock  raising,  which  he  has  followed  ever 
since.  ]\Ir.  Allen,  in  1S61,  married  Phoebe  J. 
Worthington,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Margery  (J^IcGinly)  W'orthington,  of  Con- 
nellsville,  and  to  their  union  three  children 
have  been  born:  William  Krepps,  born  in 
1862,  is  a  civil  engineer  and  has  been  em- 
ployed in  different  parts  of  the  country; 
Belle,  born  October  5,  1864,  married  John 
Kevs,  of  Uniontown,  and  has  two  daughters, 
and  Jonathan  G.,  born  August  6,  1866,  a  far- 
mer in  North  Union  township,  where  he 
married  Ellen  Wilson,  and  has  one  son.  In 
politics  Mr.  Allen  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  has 
a  fine  farm  near  A'ance  Mills,  and  is  well  sit- 
uated to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  life. 

Is.\AC  Hexdersox,  who  has  been  a  promi- 
nent farmer  and  active  business  man  of  Fay- 
ette county  for  over  sixty  years,  is  a  son  of 
Stewart  and  Ann  (Hunt)  Henderson,  and  was 
born  in  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  January 
20.  1814.  His  grandparents  came  from  Ire- 
land to  Erie  countv  before  the  Revolution- 


ary war,  and  were  pioneer  settlers  in  the  sec- 
tion where  they  located.  Their  son,  Stewart 
Henderson,  married  Ann  Hunt  and  reared 
a  family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  one  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Isaac  Henderson 
grew  to  manhood,  busied  with  farm  labors, 
and  enjoying  but  little  opportunity  for 
schooling  in  the  crude  subscription  schools 
of  those  days.  Soon  after  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  came  to  Fayette  county,  and  on 
January  5,  1838,  married  Mary  Dunlap,  who 
died  in  1893.  To  their  union  were  born  seven 
children :  Hannah  Johnson,  of  Uniontown  ; 
Mary  Ann,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Wolf,  near  Van- 
derbilt ;  Samuel  and  Alexander,  both  dead  ; 
two  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Stewart,  born 
in  1848,  who  is  a  leading  farmer  of  Frank- 
lin township.  Isaac  Henderson  is  a  self- 
made  man  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word. 
Without  friends,  influence  or  wealth  he  com- 
menced the  battle  of  life  for  himself.  He 
worked  hard,  managed  well  and  prospered 
better  with  each  succeeding  year,  until  now 
his  possessions  include  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  farming  and  mineral  lands  in 
Franklin  township,  other  properties,  bonds 
and  bank  stock.  He  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
been  a  useful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  for  over  half  a  centurv. 

Benjamin  F.  Strickler,  one  of  the  young 
successful  farmers  of  Franklin  township,  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (Snyder)  Strickler, 
and  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, January  12,  1865.  His  grandfather,  Con- 
rad Strickler,  came  from  Germany  to  Fayette 
county  over  one  hundred  years  ago.  Mr. 
Strickler  is  the  eighth  of  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  viz :  David,  residing  in  Califor- 
nia ;  Conrad,  a  resident  of  Ohio ;  Susan,  wife 
of  Aaron  Fairchild ;  John,  residing  with  his 
father;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Foster,  of 
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Ohio;  Sarah,  wife  of  George  Bute,  of  Ne- 
braska; Joseph,  hves  near  Dickerson  Run; 
Benjamin  F.  (subject);  Flora,  wife  of  John 
Edwards,  of  Vanderbilt;  Jesse  O.,  residing 
near  Curfew;  William,  of  Vanderbilt;  and 
Anna,  wife  of  Dr.  Coyan,  of  Dawson.  Benja- 
min F.  Strickler  was  reared  in  his  native 
township,  and  attended  the  public  schools, 
after  which  he  chose  farming  as  his  vocation. 
He  surmounted  all  obstacles  in  his  chosen 
occupation,  and  has  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres,  which  he  cultivates 
carefully  and  successfully.  He  is  a  Democrat 
and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
On  November  27,  1889,  Mr.  Strickler  mar- 
ried Nannie  ]\I.  Hornbeck,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Stuck)  Hornbeck,  and  to 
their  union  have  been  born  five  children :  Ola 
Strickler,  born  January  12,  1891 ;  Beulah, 
August  14,  1893;  Eunice,  July  14,  1894;  Eva 
R.,  September  26,  1896,  and  Wainwright,  De- 
cember 21,  1898. 

Major  GuoRGie  W.  Neff,  M.  D.,  was  born 
in  Masontown,  Fayette  county,  Pennsjdva- 
nia,  December  19,  1845.  He  is  a  son  of  the 
late  Dr.  George  William  and  Mary  Ann 
(Rhoades)  Neff,  the  former  a  native  of  York 
county,  and  the  latter  of  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty. Pa.  The  father  of  George  William  Neff, 
Sr.,  was  John  Neff,  a  native  of  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  and  died.  The 
latter's  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Major  Wil- 
liams, of  York  county.  Pa.  George  William 
Neff,  Sr.,  M.  D.,  studied  medicine  with  Dr. 
Bitner,  of  Washington,  Lancaster  county, 
and  attended  Jefferson  ^ledical  college  at 
Philadelphia.  He  came  west  and  was  robbed 
of  his  money  and  a  gold  watch  in  crossing 
the  mountain,  the  mode  of  travel  being  at 
that  time  by  stage  coach.  He  sought  em- 
ployment in  Pittsburg,  but  found  none.     He 


was  referred  to  Dr.  Hugh  Campbell,  of 
Uniontown,  and  went  there  in  1834,  and  re- 
mained with  him  for  two  years.  From  there 
he  went  to  Clarksburg,  \^a.  Immediately 
after  he  had  left  Uniontown,  Dr.  Campbell 
received  a  letter  from  Dr.  David  B.  Rhoades, 
of  Masontown,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
medical  profession  of  Pennsylvania,  inquiring 
for  a  suitable  man  for  a  partner.  Dr.  Camp- 
bell at  once  referred  him  to  Dr.  Neff,  who 
came  to  Masontown  in  1S36,  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  Dr.  Rhoades,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Drs.  Rhoades  and  Neff. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Neff,  Sr.,  was  married  August  3, 
1837,  to  ?ilary  Ann,  second  daughter  of  Dr. 
Rhoades.  Their  children  were:  Mary  H., 
George  W.,  William  D.,  John  C,  Ida  and 
Harry  G. 

Dr.  Neff,  Sr.,  died  August  18,  1874.  His 
widow,  Mary  A.  Neff,  died  August  13,  1889. 

Dr.  David  B.  Rhoades  (maternal  grand- 
father), w'as  born  in  Allegheny  county,  No- 
vember 5,  1793.  Married  April  3,  1817,  to 
Harriet  E.  Tarr,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Frances  Tarr,  of  Westmoreland  county ;  set- 
tled at  Masontown  in  1S33,  and  died  !\Iarch 
8,  1841,  at  Masontown. 

Dr.  George  W.  Neff  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  township  an^l  at 
Waynesburg.  He  began  life  as  a  school 
teacher  and  taught  one  term,  then  began  the 
studv  of  medicine  with  his  father,  attended 
lectures  at  Jefiferson  Medical  coUege,  Phila- 
delphia, during  the  session  of  1867-68, 
and  practiced  medicine  with  his  father.  He 
attended  the  session  of  1869-70  at  the  same 
college,  and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1870. 
At  the  time  he  attended  lectures  Drs.  Dungli- 
son,  S.  D.  Gross,  Joseph  Pancoast,  Lesley 
Wallace  and  Samuel  H.  Di.xon  were  profes- 
sors of  the  different  chairs  in  the  school. 
He  located  at  Masontown,  in  practice,  im- 
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mediately  after  his  graduation,  where  he  has 
remained  to  the  present  time,  and  has  a  very 
large  practice.  On  November  14,  1872,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Loretta  Parshall,  daugh- 
ter of  Elias  Parshall,  who  resides  at  McCle- 
landtown.  They  have  four  children:  Han- 
nah Matilda,  born  February  12,  1875;  Mary 
Ann,  born  June  5,  1877;  Loretta  D.,  born 
November  11,  1879,  and  Lizzie,  born  March 
21,  1882. 

Dr.  Neff  is  a  Republican  and  was  elected 
to  the  Pennsylvania  legislature,  session  of 
1887,  and  re-elected  for  the  session  of  1889. 
He  was  the  first  Republican  representative 
elected  to  the  legislature  on  a  straight  party 
fight  in  this  county.  While  in  the  legislature 
he  was  an  active  member,  being  placed  on 
the  committees  of  appropriations,  education 
and  public  health  and  sanitation,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  latter.  He  made  a  strong  ef- 
fort for  the  passage  of  a  bill  requiring  the 
State  to  adopt  an  uniform  series  of  text- 
books in  the  public  schools,  but  the  various 
book  syndicates  and  monopolies  lobbied  the 
bill  to  defeat.  As  surgeon,  with  rank  of  ma- 
jor, of  the  famous  Tenth  regiment,  of  the 
National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Neff 
participated  in  the  Philippine  Islands  cam- 
paign of  the  Spanish-American  war,  render- 
ing distinguished  service  in  the  field  and  ef- 
ficient and  valuable  aid  in  the  hospital. 

Dr.  James  Polk  S.\ngston,  physician  and 
surgeon,  is  a  resident  of  McClellandtown, 
where  his  office  is  located,  and  where  he  en- 
joys a  wide  patronage.  He  was  born  in 
Nicholson  township,  March  28,  1845.  He 
received  his  initial  schooling  in  his  native 
township,  and  then  entered  Waynesburg  col- 
lege, where  he  pursued  a  course  of  study.  In 
1865  he  entered  the  Cleveland  JNIedical  col- 
lege, Ohio,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
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the  spring  of  1868.  He  studied  medicine  un- 
der Dr.  T.  W.  Ross,  of  Waynesburg,  Pa.,  for 
two  years.     He  removed  to   Masontown  in 

1870,  where  he  began  his  practice  of  medicine 
and  surgery,  and  where  he  remained  until 
1879,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  home 
in  McClellandtown.  The  doctor  is  a  descend- 
ant of  an  old  English  family,  who  came  to 
this  country  at  a  very  early  day  in  our  na- 
tion's history.  The  first  Sangston,  however, 
who  comes  under  our  notice,  is  his  paternal 
great-great-grandfather,  Isaac  Sangston,  who 
removed  from  Baltimore,  Md.,  to  this  county 
in  its  very  early  history,  locating  in  what  is 
now  Nicholson  township.  His  son,  Isaac, 
was  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  James  P.  Sangs- 
ton and  was  born  in  Nicholson  township. 
His  wife  was  a  Miss  Harford.  Isaac  was  a 
well-to-do  farmer.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  His  family  numbered  four  sons 
and  one  daughter.  He  was  a  man  who  had 
the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  died 
in  middle  life ;  his  wife  reached  an  old  age. 
His  son  Jefferson  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  born  in  Nicholson  township  in 
1817,  and  had  a  twin  brother,  James  Madi- 
son. Jefferson  was  a  carpenter  by  occupa- 
tion, a  trade  he  followed  until  his  death  in 

1871.  He  married  Miss  Ehzabeth  De  Bolt 
in  1839.  To  this  union  five  children  were 
born:  Isaac  O.,  James  P.,  W.  J.,  and  two 
who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  De  Bolt 
Sangston  was  born  in  German  township  in 
1817.  On  November  10,  1871,  Dr.  Sangston 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Hibbs,  and  to  their  union  have  been  born 
four  children:  Horace  G.,  David  H.,  Mary 
and  James  H.  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Sangston  was 
born  in  Redstone  township.  Dr.  Sangstpn 
had  conferred  upon  him  honorary  degrees  of 
medicine  by  two  medical  colleges.  He  is  a 
man  who  enjoys  the  entire  confidence  of  his 


1002 


NELSOX'S  BIOGRAPEICAL  DICTIOSARY 


fellow  citizens.  He  is  a  man  of  culture  and 
refinement,  who  by  nature  and  by  practice  is 
pre-eminently  fitted  for  the  high  profession 
he  has  chosen.  We  reatl  in  Scripture  that  we 
are  "co-laborers  with  God."  This  is  true, 
and  no  more  so  with  the  minister  than  with 
the  doctor.  The  minister  brings  words  of 
hope  and  comfort,  but  the  man  of  medicine 
whose  own  heart  has  been  touched  by  the 
balm  of  Christian  love  can  much  better  re- 
lieve the  aching  body  when  he  can  also  min- 
ister words  of  comfort  to  the  troubled  mind. 
No  minister  of  the  gospel  enjoys  a  closer  re- 
lation to  his  parishioners  than  the  physician 
sustains  to  his  patients.  David  H.  Sangs- 
ton,  second  son  of  Dr.  Sangston,  is  a 
young  physician  who  was  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  Western  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania.  His  earliest  medical 
education  was  received  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
and  subsequent  to  his  graduation  he  took  a 
course  at  Pittsburg.  He  took  a  post-grad- 
uate course  at  the  above  named  universitx'. 
James  H.  Sangston,  the  youngest  son,  has 
entered  the  same  university  with  a  view  to 
the  medical  profession.  Politically  Dr. 
Sangston  is  a  Democrat;  he  is  a  member  of 
the   Cumberland   Presbyterian   church. 

James  Henry  Hoover  is  a'  progressive 
farmer  residing  in  German  township,  Fayette 
county,  in  which  county  he  was  born  Septem- 
Ijcr  15,  1843.  He  is  a  descendant  of  an  old 
family  who  settled  in  this  county,  but  whose 
founder's  name  is  not  known  at  this  writing. 
1  he  lirst  of  his  ancestors  of  whom  we  have 
any  definite  knowledge  is  his  paternal  grand- 
father, Henry  Hoover,  of  German  extraction, 
wild  located  on  a  tract  of  land  near  Alason- 
ti)\\ti.  lie  was  a  sober  and  upright  man  of 
regular  habits,  and  of  pleasant  temper.  His 
politics   were    Democratic.        He   married   a 


I\Iiss  Sarah  Harrison,  who  bore  him  eight 
children :  Jacob  H.,  Rebecca,  Jesse,  Lucy, 
Jonas  S.,  Robert,  Andrew  and  Sarah  L,- 
Henry  Hoover  died  about  1843,  his  wife  hav- 
ing died  previous  to  that  time.  Jacob  H. 
Hoover  was  the  son  of  Henry  and  Sarah 
Hoover,  and  was  born  in  German  township, 
near  Masontown,  on  the  old  homestead,  in 
1 81 2,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He 
was  for  years  a  wagoner  on  the  National 
Road.  He  was  a  hard-working,  industrious 
man.  He  was  a  poor  boy,  but  by  hard  work 
and  economy  he  accumulated  considerable 
property  before  his  death.  He  purchased 
two  hundred  acres  of  good  land  near  ]\Iason- 
town,  which  is  still  owned  by  his  sons.  He 
served  as  school  director  for  a  number  of 
terms.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Chiu'ch  Hill  Presby- 
terian church.  He  married  IMiss  Catherine 
A.  Baird,  who  bore  him  five  children :  Sarah 
E.,  James  H.,  Jesse  V.,  Thomas  A.,  and  Mar- 
garet J.  (deceased).  Jacob  H.  Hoover  died 
March  4,  1854;  his  widow  still  survives  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  near  ;\Iason- 
town.  Jonas  Hoover,  brother  of  the  late 
Jacob  H.,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  and 
also  in  the  Civil  war,  where  he  served  his 
country  with  honor.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged and  died  in  Missouri. 

James  H.  Hoover,  the  inmiediate  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  township,  where  he  has  always  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits,  and  has  by  his 
own  efforts  purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundretl 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  besides  some  coal 
land  at  other  points.  Air.  Hoover  is  a  gen- 
eral and  practical  farmer.  Since  attaining  his 
majority  Mr.  Hoover  has  been  active  in  his 
identification  with  the  interests  of  his  party, 
the  Democratic,  in  Fayette  county.  In  the 
fall  of  1880  he  was  nominated  and  elected  to 
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the  office  of  sherifif  of  Fayette  county,  and 
served  efSciently  for  the  full  term.  He  has 
served  three  terms  as  chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic county  committee,  and  as  a  member  of 
the  State  committee  for  the  same  period.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  township  committees 
since  he  reached  his  majority.  He  has  held 
numerous  township  offices  and  has  never 
been  defeated  for  any  office  for  which  he  was 
a  candidate.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
^liss  Louise  R.,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth Messmore,  January  23,  1869.  To  this 
union  eight  children  were  born :  Alice  E., 
John  T.,  Charles  V.,  George  P.,  Elizabeth  C, 
Edna  M.,  Nellie  j\I.,  and  Robert  J.  Mrs. 
•  Louise  R.  Hoover  was  born  in  Greene  coun- 
ty. Pa.,  August  16,  1850.  The  family  are 
members  of  Church  Hill  Presbyterian  church. 

Lieut.  James  Alexander  Wel'Tner  was 
born  in  German  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  IMarch  3,  1839,  and  de- 
scends from  subjects  of  the  German  empire. 
He  is  a  son  of  John  Weltner,  who  was  bora 
in  1799  and  died  in  1877.  He  was  a  resident 
of  Nicholson  township,  and  in  1856  was  made 
one  of  its  justices.  He  afterward  removed  to 
German  township,  and  became  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  old  Church  Hill  (AlcClelland- 
town)  Presbyterian  church.  Pie  married  Miss 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Matthew  Dunaway, 
and  to  them  were  born  nine  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living  in  Fayette  county.  Both 
father  and  mother  have  crossed  the  river, 
thus  leaving  their  children  to  carry  on  the 
work  which  they  commenced.  Lieut.  Welt- 
ner received  his  education  in  the  "Old  Stone'' 
schoolhouse  which  is  still  to  be  seen  on 
Church  Hill.  He  is  the  seventh  child,  and 
as  such  seems  to  have  inherited  the  blessed- 
ness of  that  favorite  Scripture  number.  His 
early    days    were    spent    at    home    with    his 


father  on  the  farm,  but  when  the  war  cloud  of 
the  sixties  hung  over  our  country  he  felt  that 
it  was  his  duty  to  go  to  the  front.  He  en- 
tered the  army  in  1862,  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  was 
sent  to  Camp  Howe  and  there  elected  first 
lieutenant  of  Company  D,  of  which  he  after- 
wards declined  to  be  made  captain.  He  was 
joined  in  the  service  of  his  country  by  his 
two  brothers,  Thos.  N.,  who  was  in  Captain 
Gilmore's  company,  and  Captain  John  R.,  of 
Company  I,  Eighty-filth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  who  was  released  on  account 
of  failing  health ;  but  in  recovering  he  raised 
a  company  for  the  One  Hundred  and  Six- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  with 
which  he  served  through  the  war,  and  after 
its  close  died  from  disease  contracted  in  the 
service.  Lieut.  James  Weltner,  on  return- 
ing from  the  Civil  war,  succeeded  in  interest- 
ing his  father  in  the  stock  business ;  and  with 
a  capital  of  six  hundred  dollars,  obtained  by 
his  father's  endorsement,  he  commenced  a 
business  which  he  has  followed  ever  since, 
and  which  has  largely  helped  him  in  amass- 
ing the  comfortable  fortune  which  he  now 
possesses.  In  1871,  seven  years  after  he 
commenced  the  stock  business,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  William  McShane,  which 
was  terminated  by  Mr.  McShane's  death  on 
September  20,  1898.  He  has  also  been  a 
successful  wool  buyer  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  Thus  in  his  combined  businesses  he 
has  repaid  the  six  hundred  dollars  which  his 
father  loaned  him,  and  added  to  it  enough  to 
pay  for  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  whifh  is  ujiderliTid  with  the  nine 
foot  vein  of  the  Connellsville  coking  coal,  and 
to  improve  and  beautify  his  delightful  coun- 
try home.  At  his  father's  death  he  received 
twenty-two  hundred  dollars  from  the  estate, 
whicli  is   now  included  in  his   own   fortune. 
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On  February  i,  1883,  he  married  Miss  Mel- 
zenia  Allebaugh,  daughter  of  James  Alle- 
baugh.  J\Irs.  WeUner  is  third  in  number  of 
a  famil}'  of  twelve  children.  Her  mother  was 
Elizabeth  Allebaugh  nee  Gween,  and  she  is 
of  German-Irish  descent.  Her  grand- 
mother, Elizabeth  Allebaugh,  a  sketch  of 
whose  life  appeared  in  the  "Genius  of  Lib- 
erty" September  23,  1886,  was  born  in  Ha- 
gerstown,  Md.,  May  17,  1790,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Wible  and  Ursa  Wible 
nee  Worts,  who  came  to  that  place  in  1785. 
She  married  Mr.  Samuel  Allebaugh  on  Au- 
gust 13,  1812,  and  in  1813  they  set  up  house- 
keeping in  Masontown,  where  Mrs.  Welt- 
ner's  mother  still  lives.  Two  children,  Robi- 
son  Gray  and  Elizabeth  Hail,  now  brighten 
the  Weltner  home  and  seem  to  reflect  the 
sterling  character  of  Presbyterianism,  which 
they  inherit  from  their  parents,  who  taught 
them  diligence  in  business  and  orthodox 
serving  of  the  Lord. 

David  S.  Loucks,  a  farmer  and  manager 
of  the  Masontown  creamery,  was  born  at 
Scottdale,  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, February  15,  1859,  3-"d  is  a  son  of  Jacob 
S.  and  Mary  (Saylor)  Loucks.  Jacob  S. 
Loucks  was  born  at  Scottdale,  then  Fountain 
Mills,  October  10,  1829,  on  the  farm  then  oc- 
cupied by  his  father,  Rev.  Martin  Loucks, 
who  was  a  farmer  and  Mennonite  minister, 
and  was  brought  at  eighteen  months  old  in 
1800  from  Bucks  county  by  his  parents,  who 
luiloaded  their  household  goods  under  a  large 
white  oak  tree  on  the  farm  where  the  Mc- 
Clure  coke  works  now  stand  in  Fayette  coun- 
ty, subsequently  removing  to  Westmoreland 
county  and  settling  on  the  site  of  Scottdale. 
Jacob  S.  Loucks  received  a  good  education, 
and  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  followed 
most  successfully  until  recently  when  he  re- 


tired from  active  business  life.  j\Ir.  Loucks 
married  Mary  Saylor,  and  to  their  union  have 
been  born  eleven  children,  nine  sons  and  two 
daughters :  Joseph  R.,  a  baker  of  Scott<;lale ; 
Martin,  engaged  in  farming  on  the  home 
farm;  David  S.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Abraham  R.,  a  miller  at  Scottdale ;  Rev. 
Aaron,  a  farmer  and  Mennonite  minister  of 
his  native  town ;  John  R.,  a  miller  of  Scott- 
dale;  George  S.,  a  farmer;  Norman  and  an 
infant  son  (deceased), and  Ada  and  Cora, who 
are  both  at  home  with  their  parents.  David 
S.  Loucks  received  a  good  common  school 
education,  and  worked  on  his  father's  home 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
when  he  took  charge  of  the  present  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres,  near  jNIasontown,  which 
he  occupies  and  which  is  owned  by  his  father. 
Mr.  Loucks  is  a  progressive  farmer,  and  was 
among  the  first  in  German  township  to  be  in- 
terested in  the  creamery  business.  He  is  a 
stockholder  and  the  general  manager  of  the 
Masontown  creamery,  one  of  the  four  cream- 
eries now  in  operation  in  Fayette  county.  He 
is  a  Republican  politically,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Mennonite  church  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  On  December  20,  1883,  Mr. 
Loucks  was  united  in  marriage  with  Nellie 
Newcomer,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Newcomer, 
of  German  township,  and  to  their  union  have 
been  born  six  children :  J.  Lyman,  Viola  (de- 
ceased), Lillian,  Ada  W.,  Grace  and  Celesta. 

Samuel  Minor  Gray,  an  extensive  farmer 
and  one  of  the  leading  distillers  of  the  !Mo- 
nongahela  valley,  was  born  where  he  now  re- 
sides in  German  township,  near  Masontown, 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  12, 
1869.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Sylvanus  T. 
and  Frances  P.  (Minor)  Gray.  The  Grays 
are  of  honorable  descent,  and  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  Western  Pennsylvania  was  Wil- 
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liani  Gray,  who  was  born  a  poor  man,  and  by 
his  unaided  exertions  rose  to  prominence  and 
secured  possessions  and  wealth.  His  son, 
Sylvanus  T.  Gray,  left  Greene  county  in  early 
manhood  and  came  to  the  vicinity  of  Mason- 
town,  where  he  soon  engaged  in  distilling  on 
a  small  scale  in  a  section  where  man}'  dis- 
tillers had  abandoned  the  business  as  un- 
profitable, and  some  had  retired  from  it  with 
heavy  losses  and  shattered  fortunes.  Wil- 
liam Gray  was  a  man  of  good  judgment  and 
remarkable  foresight,  and  while  securing  coal 
lands  for  their  future  value,  he  threw  all  his 
energy  and  organizing  power  into  building 
upon  a  sound  basis  the  great  industry  in 
which  he  had  embarked  with  small  means. 
He  increased  the  size  of  his  distillery,  intro- 
duced new  machinery,  studied  carefully  every 
detail,  reduced  all  needless  expenses,  and  as 
one  who  knew  him  well  said  "that  he  pro- 
duced an  article  of  whisky  superior  to  that 
of  his  predecessors  and  sold  it  in  the  markets 
on  its  merits,  thus  creating  a  demand  for  all 
that  he  could  produce,  and  being  one  of  the 
secrets  of  his  great  success."  His  small  dis- 
tillery grew  into  a  large  plant  that  shortly 
before  his  death  used  thirty-thousand  bushels 
of  grain  yearly,  and  had  an  annual  output  of 
over  one  hundred  thousand  gallons.  As  his 
labors  of  life  drew  to  a  close  with  declining 
years,  he  looked  back  with  a  justifiable  pride 
over  a  career  of  business  success  such  as  few 
men  of  the  county  in  his  day  had  been  able 
to  achieve.  He  passed  away  in  1884,  and 
left  to  his  family  the  heritage  of  a  good  name 
as  well  as  material  possessions. 

Sylvanus  Thompson  Gray  was  born  at  ]\Ia- 
pletown,  Greene  county,  Pennsylvania,  Jan- 
uary 12,  1842,  and  died  in  1897.  He  received 
a  good  common  school  education,  and  em- 
barked with  his  father  in  the  distillery  busi- 
ness, at  Masontown,  which  they  conducted 


until  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1884.  S.  T. 
Gray  then  assumed  entire  charge  of  the  dis- 
tillery, which  had  been  willed  him  in  connec- 
tion with  six  hundred  acres  of  coal  land  by 
his  father.  He  pursued  the  same  business 
policy  inaugurated  by  his  father,  and  his  pos- 
sessions grew  more  valuable  with  each  suc- 
ceeding year.  He  was  a  practical  business 
man,  and  gave  personal  supervision  to  all  the 
details  of  his  varied  business  interests  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1897.  He  was 
an  active  worker  in  the  Republican  party, 
ranked  with  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
county,  and  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  being  a  32°  Mason.  He 
married  Frances  P.  Minor,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  Minpr,  of  Greene  county,  and  to  their 
union  were  born  six  children :  William  and 
Harry,  who  are  both  deceased ;  Samuel  M., 
Dr.  James  R.,  a  physician  of  Youngstown, 
O.,  and  Myrtle  M.  and  Sylvanus  T.,  Jr.,  who 
reside  with  their  widowed  mother  in  Pitts- 
burg. 

Samuel  Minor  Gray  received  his  education 
in  the  Masontown  high  school  and  Washing- 
ton college,  and  was  engaged  in  the  distilling 
business  with  his  father  until  the  death  of  the 
latter  in  1897.  Since  then  he  has  conducted 
the  business,  and  controls  it  in  the  same  way 
as  his  father  and  grandfather  before  him  did. 
His  plant  ranks  with  the  leading  distilleries 
of  the  State,  and  its  product  is  an  article 
known  on  its  merit  in  all  the  markets  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Gray  is  a  Republican, 
and  at  the  present  time  holds  the  office  of 
school  director  of  the  borough  of  Mason- 
town. On  June  30,  1891,  Mr.  Gray  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Zetta  Leora  Schroy- 
er,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  N.  Schroyer,  of 
Masontown,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  five  children:  Harold  M.,  born  ]\Iay  20, 
1892;  Thomas  E.,  born  June  6,  1894;  Grace, 
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born  June  20,  1896;  Sylvanus  T.,  born  De- 
cember 2,  1897,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Gray  is  a  member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church,  and  Mr.  Gray  is  a  con- 
tributor to  all  worthy  objects.  He  is  a  suc- 
cessful business  man,  and  upholds  the  fam- 
ily reputation  for  business  ability,  foresight 
and  success.  Mr.  Gray  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Masontown,  Pa. 

William  M.  Gray  (deceased)  was  one  of 
German  township's  bright  and  promising 
young  business  men.  He  was  born  in  1865 
in  German  township,  with  bright  and  flatter- 
ing prospects  in  store  for  him.  He  received 
a  liberal  education  in  that  great  center  of 
education,  Baltimore,  Md.  Having  com- 
pleted his  studies,  he  joined  his  father,  S.  T. 
Gray,  a  wealthy  distiller,  in  the  distilling 
business.  This  relationship  existed  up  to 
1893,  when  his  health  gave  way  and  he  was 
compelled  to  abandon  business.  On  July  14, 
1895,  he  was  united  to  Miss  Mary  L.,  the 
cultured  daughter  of  Jason  and  Eliza  Wool- 
sey,  of  Nicholson  township.  To  this  happy 
union  two  children  were  born :  Harry 
W.,  July  3,  1896,  and  Jason  S.,  August  15, 
1897.  After  a  severe  sickness  of  one  year,  in 
which  he  experienced  much  suffering,  his 
death  occurred  June  29,  1899.  In  politics  Mr. 
Gray  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Republi- 
can platform.  His  genealogy  is  given  in  the 
preceding  sketch  of  S.  M.  Gray.  ]\Irs.  Wm. 
Gray  was  born  in  Nicholson  township,  De- 
cember 12,  1869,  and  is  the  daughter  of  one 
of  our  county's  respectable  citizens,  whose 
sketch  appears  in  this  volume. 

Wiij.iAM  A.  Coi'FMAN  is  one  of  German 
township's  worthy  citizens,  and  a  descend- 
ant of  a  family  who  figured  conspicuously  in 


the  settlement  of  what  is  now  German  town- 
ship. His  paternal  grandfather  was  Andrew 
Cofifman,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  county,  and  further  particulars  concern- 
ing the  older  members  of  the  family  will  be 
found  in  the  sketch  of  John  Coffman.  Wil- 
liam A.  Coffman  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and 
Mary  (Dunaway)  Coffman.  Andrew  was 
born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1790;  Mary  Dunaway  was  born  in  Virginia 
in  1800,  and  they  were  married  April  16, 
1823.  Andrew  was  but  a  small  boy  when  he 
came  with  his  father  to  this  county.  Andrew 
lived  on  his  father's  place  all  his  life,  and  be- 
came heir  to  seventy-six  acres  of  his  father's 
farm.  To  this  he  added  four  farms,  and  gave 
to  each  of  his  sons  a  farm.  He  was  one  of 
the  leading  farmers  in  the  section  in  which  he 
lived.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Luth  ran 
church,  of  which  he  was  an  elder.  He  was  a 
very  quiet,  unassuming  man,  with  true  and 
upright  principles.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics.  There  were  born  to  him  and  his 
wife,  Mary  (Dunaway)  Cofifman,  ten  children, 
five  sons  and  five  daughters :  Elizabeth,  born 
March  28,  1824;  Mary,  January  11,  1825; 
John,  April  11,  1827;  Andrew,  February  9, 
1829;  William,  May  22,  1831 ;  David,  Febru- 
ary 5,  1834;  Sarah  J.,  March  19,  1835;  Bar- 
bara A.,  February  22,  1838;  Thomas,  May  2^, 
1840,  and  Nancy  L.,  March  10,  1843.  An- 
drew died  in  1866,  and  his  wife  died  in  Octo- 
ber, 1873. 

Wm.  A.  Cofifman  was  born  May  22,  1831, 
and  is  the  fifth  child  of  Andrew  and  Mary 
(Dunaway)  Coffman.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  in  German  township.  He  has  always 
lived  at  home  and  confined  himself  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  fell  heir  to  some  of  his 
father's  property,  and  purchased  subsequent- 
ly enough  to  make  up  the  two  hundred  and 
twentv-five  acres  which  he  now  owns.     Mr. 
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Cofifman  is  a  worthy  man,  and  a  good,  practi- 
cal farmer.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to 
Elizabetli  A.,  daughter  of  James  and  Martha 
Hill,  on  September  15,  1861.  To  this  union 
one  son  was  born,  Gilbert  D.,  born  Decem- 
ber 21,  1862.  Mrs.  EHzabeth  A.  Cofifman  was 
born  in  j\Iarch,  1840,  and  died  July  17,  1863. 
For  his  second  wife  ]\Ir.  CofTman  married 
Elizabeth  A.,  daughter  of  Jonah  and  Lydia 
Arrison,  on  September  21,  1872.  To  this 
union  five  children  were  born :  Mary  L.,  ^lay 
30,  1873;  Lizzie  O.,  September  15,  1874;  Jo- 
nah A.,  October  27,  1876;  Lydia  E.,  Decem- 
ber 19,  1879,  and  ]\Iabel  W.,  May  21.  1886. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Cofifman  was  born  May  17, 
1841.  Mr.  Cofi'man  is  a  Democrat.  John 
Dunaway,  his  maternal  grandfather,  was 
born  March  20,  1766;  married  on  January  31, 
1793,  Mary  \'an  Horn,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 29,  1778,  and  died  Eebruary  4,  1824. 

Georgi:  W.  SteublE,  one  of  the  young 
and  progressive  farmers  of  German  town- 
ship, was  born  in  German  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  April  10,  1858,  and  is 
a  son  of  the  late  Asbur}-  Struble,  who  was 
in  his  day  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  Fayette  county.  George 
W.  Struble  was  reared  in  his  native  township, 
received  his  literary  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  then  entered  the  agri(?ultural  de- 
partment of  the  Pennsylvania  State  college, 
where  he  obtained  a  scientific  agricultural 
education.  Returning  home  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  has  given  his  whole  attention 
ever  since  to  that  pursuit.  In  September, 
1890,  he  married  Annie  Meshane,  who  is  a 
daughter  of  William  Meshane.  Mrs.  Struble 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr. 
Struble  owns  a  fine  farm  containing  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three  acres  of  tillable  land, 
which  he  is  putting  into  an  excellent  state  of 


cultivation,  for  he  is  a  practical,  as  well  as  a 
scientific  farmer.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politi- 
cal affairs,  and  has  been  serving  his  township 
for  some  time  as  a  school  director.  He  is  a 
member  of  a  nearby  lodge  of  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  and  has  always  been  a  farmer 
who  studied  carefully  the  best  interests  of  his 
occupation. 

Eli  H.  Garwood,  a  resident  of  German 
township,  and  one  of  its  practical  farmers  and 
loyal   citizens,   was   born   October   29,    1849, 
and  is   the   son   of  Abraham   and    Mary   A. 
(Miller)  Garwood.  The  former  is  a  native  of 
Luzerne  township,  and  was  born  in  1819;  the 
latter   was   born   in   INIenallen   township    the 
same  year.    Abraham  was  a  man  of  influence 
in  his  community,  and  the  fact  of  his  having 
been    elected    to    several    township     offices 
showed  Jiis  popularity  with  his  fellow  citizens. 
He  owned  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  acres  of  fertile  and  well  tilled  land.     He 
was  a  member  of  the  Friends'  church.     He 
was  a  staunch  Republican.     Late  in  life  he 
removed  to  Brownsville  where  his  declining 
years  were  spent  in  ease  and  affluence.     He 
died  in  1894  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
His    wife    died    in    1892,    aged    seventy-two 
years.     Their  family  consisted  of  nine  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  an! 
are  now  living.    Eli  H.  is  the  fourth  in  order 
of  age.    He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Red- 
stone  township,   where   he   resided  the  first 
thirty-seven  years  of  his  life.     He  then  mar- 
ried Jennie  C,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth Cofifman,  February  19,  1885.     They  re- 
mained at  the   Garwood  home  for  the  first 
three  years  of  their  married  life,  and  in  1888 
removed  to  the   State  of  Iowa,  where  they 
purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres.    Here  they 
remained  for  three  years,   after  which  they 
sold  out  and  returned  to  Redstone  township, 
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where  they  remained  one  j'ear,  removing  to 
Luzerne  township  in  1892  and  purchased  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  three  acres,  on 
whicli  they  resided  until  1899,  when  they  pur- 
chased and  removed  to  a  farm  in  German 
township  of  one  hundred  acres.  Mr.  Gar- 
wood owns  both  farms.  Mr.  Garwood  is 
strictly  honest,  and  his  word  is  considered  as 
good  as  his  bond.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eli  H.-  Gar- 
wood had  four  children :  Maude,  Ray,  Jason 
E.  and  an  infant,  deceased.  Mrs.  Jennie  C. 
Garwood  was  born  in  German  township,  ilay 
10,  1853.  Mr.  Garwood  is  a  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church,  while  his 
wife  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr. 
Garwood  is  a  Repu1)lican. 

David  Fy\sT  Johnson,  a  prominent  farmer 
of  German  township,  is  a  member  of  an  old 
and   worthy   family,   noted   for   its   industry. 
Peter  Johnson,  a  native  of  Scotland,  came  to 
America  at  twelve  years  of  age,  and  was  sold 
for  nine  years  for  his  passage  money.    A  Vir- 
ginia farmer  named  Tristle  bought  his  time, 
and  some  years  later  gave  him  his  daughter 
Nancy  for  a  wife.    Peter  and  Nancy  Johnson 
had   five   children :    David,   Nicholas,   Jacob, 
Peter  and  Nancy.     Peter  Johnson  came  to 
Fayette  county  about  1800  from  Rockingham 
county,  Va.,  and  settled  in  German  township, 
where  his  eldest  son,  David,  married  j\Iary 
M.   BixU-r   in   1809,  '^•'"^1  reared  a   family  of 
eight    children.      David    Johnson    was    born 
^farch  5,  1785,  and  died  May  24,  i860.     He 
was   a   Republican    and    a    Mennonitc.      Pie 
ranked  as  a  very  honest  man  and  owned  six- 
teen hundred  acres  of  land  when  he  died.   His 
son,  Peter  Johnson,  received  a  limited  educa- 
tion and  was  a  farmer.    He  was  a  Republican 
and  a  Eutlicran,  and  married  Rebecca  Fast. 
They  had  ten  children:  David  F.  (subject); 
Francis,   Mary  A.,   Magdalene,  wife  of  An- 


drew Sterling,  of  Greene  county ;  Jacob  J., 
of  Masontown  ;  John  F.,  in  Illinois  ;  Elizabeth 
C.,  Margaret,  wife  of  Alexander  Williams ; 
Miles,  of  Nicholson  township,  and  Daniel  J., 
a  distiller,  of  Uniontown.  David  Fast  John- 
son is  the  eldest  son  of  Peter  and  Rebecca 
(Fast)  Johnson,  and  was  born  in  Nicholson 
township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  July 
2,  1835.  He  received  a  fair  common  school 
education  and  worked  on  the  home  farm  un- 
til 1863,  when  he  and  his  brother  Francis 
bought  a  one  hundred  and  tifty-five  acre  tract, 
which  they  farmed  up  to  1872,  when  they 
divided  it.  They  also  bought  fifty-six  acres 
in  Nicholson  township,  where  later  Mr.  John- 
son purchased  ninety-three  acres  in  his  own 
right,  the  ninety-three  acres  being  a  part 
of  the  home  farm,  and  now  has  about  two 
hundred  acres  of  fine  farming  and  mineral 
land.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  successful  farmer  and 
has  always  been  a  Democrat.  He  served  one 
term  as  road  supervisor.  On  j\Iay  24,  i860, 
David  F.  Johnson  married  Louisa  Ache,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Martha  Ache,  of  Nich- 
olson township,  and  who  was  born  April  4, 
1840.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  four  chil- 
dren: Sylvester  E.,  born  August  15,  1862, 
and  manager  of  the  Masontown  creamery; 
Ida  M.,  born  August  11,  1865,  and  wife  of 
Ximrod  A.  Rumble,  of  Greene  county : 
Charles  E.,  born  May  25,  1875,  a"d  WiUiam 
O.,  born  April  18,  1878.  Mr.  Johnson  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  German  Baptist 
church. 

William  H.  Rii'i'i.i-;  is  one  of  Fayette 
county's  self-made  men.  Beginning  hfe  as  a 
poor  boy,  he  has,  by  perseverance  and  econ- 
omy, accjuired  what  some  would  consider  a 
fortune.  He  was  born  in  German  township. 
January  18,  1825,  and  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Catherine    (Bowers)    Riffle,    both    of    whom 
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were  born  in  this  count}-.  Jacob  was  a  small 
farmer,  and  owned  sixty  acres  near  McClel- 
landtown.  He  was  a  good,  honest  and  up- 
right man.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1812  as 
a  commissioned  officer.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Lu- 
theran church.  His  children  were  as  follows : 
John  J.,  William  H.,  Samuel  A.,  Solomon  G., 
David  R.,  Minerva  and  Eliza  A.  Jacob  died 
June  19,  1869,  and  his  wife  died  in  1880.  Ja- 
cob Riffle  was  the  son  of  George  Riffle,  the 
first  of  the  name  to  come  into  the  county. 
The  Riffles  located  on  the  farm  joining  the 
Lutheran  church  property  in  German  town- 
ship. They  are  of  German  descent.  George 
and  his  wife  (whose  name  is  not  given),  had 
the  following  children :  Jacob,  Joseph, 
George  and  two  daughters,  whose  names  are 
not  given.  George  and  his  wife  lived  to  a 
good  old  age.  William  H.  Riffle,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  in 
German  township.  He  lived  at  home  until 
he  reached  his  majority,  working  for  his 
father.  After  he  reached  his  manhood  he 
hired  out  to  his  father  for  eight  dollars  per 
month  for  some  time.  He  then  went  to  work 
for  his  Uncle  Joseph,  for  whom  he  worked 
by  the  month  at  the  same  rate,  and  after  a 
time  he  "cropped"  for  his  uncle.  Desiring 
to  make  an  advance  on  his  earnings,  he 
worked  in  the  brickyard  for  eleven  dollars 
per  month  for  some  time.  Li  1856  he  had 
by  economy  laid  up  three  hundred  dollars, 
which  he  used  in  furnishing  and  stocking  a 
grocery  store  at  Brown's  Ferry.  Here  he 
remained  for  three  years,  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful. Li  1859  he  removed  to  his  present 
residence  on  Middle  run,  where  he  continued 
in  the  same  business  to  which  he  added  dry- 
goods  and  run  a  general  store  for  twenty- 
eight  years.  In  1862  he  took  out  a  license 
to  sell  liquor,  which  business  he  followed  up 


to  1887,  when  he  gave  up  both  hotel  and  store 
keeping.  Since  then  he  has  confined  himself 
exclusively  to  farming.  His  farming  now 
runs  to  stock,  which  is  of  a  superior  quality, 
and  finds  a  ready  market.  He  owns  five  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  acres  of  farming  land  in  a 
well  cultivated  region,  which  has  under  it 
four  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of  coal 
of  the  best  quality  yet  unsold.  Mr.  Riffle 
is  a  good  business  man,  having  all  the  quali- 
ties of  the  successful  man  of  business  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  He  served  as  constable 
for  four  years  and  supervisor  for  six.  In 
politics  he  is  Democratic.  April  6,  1856,  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Mary  Jane  Crago,  and  they  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  James  B.,  born  April  10, 
1856;  William  B.,  born  November  6,  1857; 
Hulda  J.,  born  December  12,  1858;  Emily  E., 
born  March  16,  i860;  Elazan  A.,  born  De- 
cember 14,  1861  ;  Samuel  E.,  born  February 
7,  1863;  Solomon  G.,  born  January  26,  1864; 
Mary  M.,  born  December  21,  1865;  Sarah  E., 
born  August  14,  1868;  Sebastian  C.,  born 
March  17,  1869,  died  October  i,  1889;  Nora 
A.,  born  January  16,  1871,  and  John  H.,  born 
i\Iay  II,  1873.  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Riffle  was  born 
April  I,  1835,  in  Cumberland  township, 
Greene  county. 

Samuel  Brown  is  one  of  German  town- 
ship's substantial  farmers,  and  is  a  descend- 
ant of  James  Brown  (great-grandfather),  who 
moved  from  Chester  county.  Pa.,  more  than 
one  hundred  years  ago  and  located  on  a  farm 
of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  west  of 
New  Salem,  Fayette  county.  Pa.  He  was 
married  to  !Miss  Elizabeth  Thompson,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: William,  Joshua,  Jesse,  Jacob,  John 
and  Elizabeth  Brown.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Seceder  church.     Samuel  Brown's  pater- 
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nal  grandfather  was  William  Brown,  who  lo- 
cated on  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres 
of  his  fathers'  farm,  and  his  farming  ran  to 
fruit  growing.    They  had  one  of  the  choicest 
apple  and  peach  orchards  in  the  country,  had 
a  large  apple  cave  and  a  still  house  on  his 
farm,  and  like  many  farmers  of  his  day  made 
peach  and  apple  brandy.     He  and  his  elder 
sons  built  their  own  boats  and  shipped  an- 
nually a  great  many  apples  to  various  points 
on  the  Monongahela  and  Ohio  rivers.     He 
was  married  twice.    His  first  wife  was  Miss 
Elizabeth  ^^^att,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
five  sons  and  five  daughters :  James,  David, 
John,  William,  Samuel,  Susan,  Polly,  Lydia, 
Elizabeth  and  Orpha.    For  his  second  wife  he 
married  Mrs.  Casandra  Campbell.     He  was 
a  good  citizen  and  a  worthy  man,  and  in  poli- 
tics  he   was   an   old-line   Whig.     He   was   a 
member    of    the    Cumberland    Presbyterian 
church    and    he    and    his    second    wife    lived 
to    be    an    old    couple,    and    at    death    were 
mourned  by  those  who  knew  them.     James, 
the    eldest    son    of    Mr.    Brown,    was    born 
two   miles  west   of  New  Salem,   in   German 
township,  in  1798,  and  like  his  father  he  was 
a  farmer;  but  nature  had  done  much  for  him. 
He  was  a  natural  genius  and  could  turn  his 
hand  to  almost  anything  in  mechanics.     He 
was  a  reserved  man,  not  seeking"  publicity, 
yet  he  had  forced  upon  him  some  township 
offices  such  as  road  supervisor,  &c.    He  was 
an  old-line  Whig  and  a  good  moral  man  and 
one  who  had  a  host  of  friends.     He  was  an 
advocate  of  the  Quaker  religion.     His  first 
purchase  of  real  estate  was  a  farm  at  Brown's 
ferry,  in  German  township,  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  acres,  to  which  he  and  his 
wife  added   enough  to  make  three  hundretl 
acres,  but  his  farming  was  of  a  general  char- 
acter, as  he  had  no  specialties.     He  married 
Miss  Rebecca  Fisher  in  March,  1834,  and  to 


this  union  were  born  the  following  children : 
Samuel,    Enoch    F.    (deceased) ;    Mary    (de- 
ceased) ;  Levi,  Isabella  and  James,  died  in  the 
fall  of  1865,  aged  six  years.     His  wife,  Re- 
becca,   died    March,    1891,    aged    eighty-one 
years.    The  history  of  "Beckie"  Brown  is  in- 
teresting, for  she  was  known  far  and  near  as 
"Beckie"   Bro\vn,   the    "Ferryman"   and   the 
ginger  bread  baker.     She  operated  Brown's 
ferry  for  twenty-five  years  single-handed.    In 
her  early  days  she  attended  all  the  old  time 
musters,  elections,  horse  races,  and  fairs  ped- 
dling and   selling  her   famous   ginger  bread 
and  beer,  which   commodities   she  manufac- 
tured herself  and  guarded  well  the  secret  of 
their  preparation  which  made  them  palatable 
as  well  as  famous,  but  with  her  died  the  art 
of  their  manufacture.    For  twenty-two  years 
she  lived  alone  in  a  moss-covered  house  just 
back  from  the  river  at  Brown's  ferry.     She 
was  a  great  lover  of  flowers,  but  her  taste  ran 
to  colors.    She  was  extremely  hospitable  and 
often  entertained  friends  with  a  dinner  of  her 
own  cooking,  which  was  a  marvel,  and  topped 
off  with  her  ginger  bread  was  never  to  be  for- 
gotten.   Her  years  of  toil  and  trouble  did  not 
go  for  nothing,  for  she  left  about  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  to  her  children  at  her  death.    In 
the  fall  of  1888  two  masked  men,  a  part  of  a 
gang  of  marauders,  broke  into  her  house  and 
tortured  her  to  extort  from  her  her  hoarded 
wealth.     They  robbed  her  of  all  the  money 
she  had  in  her  house,  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.      Soon   after   this   robbery  this 
gang  robbed  several  other  persons  and  tor- 
tured some  of  them,  and  they  were  arrested 
inmiediateh-  and  convicted  and  got  a  term  in 
the    penitentiary    for    eight    years.      Samuel 
Brown,  our  subject,  and  son  of  James  and 
Rebecca  Brown,  was  born  January  26,  1835, 
at  Brown's  ferry,  on  the  Monongahela  river. 
He  worked  for  his  father  on  the  farm  to  the 
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age  of  twenty-one,  and  then  commenced 
working  for  himself  at  various  kinds  of  work 
as  follows :  threshing,  making  sorghum  mo- 
lasses, carpenter  and  farm  work  and  specu- 
lating till  he  was  twenty-eight  years  old,  when 
he  was  married,  January  26,  1863,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  J.  Keener,  daughter  of  David  and 
Sabina  Keener.  To  this  union  were  born 
five  children:  Sabina  E.,  Anna  T-,  Laura  B., 
Lewis  A.,  and  Henry  S.  ^Irs.  Elizabeth  J. 
Brown  was  born  April  11,  1847.  ^I^"-  Brown, 
after  he  was  married,  rented  two  years  on  the 
Lackey  farm,  one  mile  north  of  McClelland- 
town,  and  then  after  the  death  of  his  father 
in  1865  he  moved  to  Brown's  ferry,  his 
birthplace.  The  first  purchase  he  made  of 
real  estate  was  in  1867,  a  portion  of  his 
father's  farm,  some  twenty-six  acres,  at 
Brown's  ferry,  where  he  lived  for  thirteen 
years  engaged  in  the  mercantile,  huckstering, 
produce  and  grain  business,  by  which  he  ac- 
cumulated enough  to  buy  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  acres  more  land  about  two  miles 
northeast  of  Brown's  ferry.  In  1878  he  moved 
to  his  farm  and  commenced  the  general  farm- 
ing business,  and  since  living  on  the  farm  he 
has  added  another  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-two  acres,  and  is  still  living  on  the 
first  farm.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  general  practical 
farmer  and  well  abreast  of  the  times.  He  be- 
gan life  with  nothing  but  a  strong  constitu- 
tion, and  determination  to  win,  and  by  indus- 
try and  economy  has  accumulated  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  acres  of  land  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  other  means.  He  is 
far  ahead  of  an  average  farmer.  To  say  that 
he  succeeded  would  be  putting  it  mildly.  He 
is  like  his  father — a  natural  genius,  and  can 
turn  his  hand  to  almost  any  kind  of  mechani- 
cal work.  He  is  a  reserved  man,  not  seeking 
publicity,  yet  he  had  been  elected  to  some 
township   offices,   such  as  assistant  assessor 


and  also  road  supervisor.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  is  an  advocate  of  the 
Quaker  religion. 

Jacob  E.  Antrim  is  a  young  and  promising 
farmer  whose  career  for  usefulness  and  en- 
terprise in  the  future  looks  bright.  He  is  a 
resident  of  German  township,  owning  and 
operating  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  acres,  known  as  the  John  Hess  prop- 
erty. Mr.  Antrim  was  born  in  German  town- 
ship, September  18,  1875.  He  is  a  descend- 
ant of  John  Antrim,  who  was  the  first  of  that 
name  to  come  to  this  section  of  country  and 
settled  in  Westmoreland  county,  but  he  had 
a  son  Caleb,  who  was  the  great-great-grand- 
father of  Jacob  E.  Antrim,  and  located  at 
what  is  now  New  Salem.  Caleb  was  a  prac- 
tical farmer  in  his  day.  Caleb  was  the  hus- 
band of  four  wives  during  his  lifetime.  His 
family  by  all  his  wives  numbered  seven : 
Joshua,  Caleb,  Jesse,  Mary,  Deborah,'  Esther 
and  Elizabeth.  Caleb  was  a  good  man  of 
pure  morals;  by  faith  a  Quaker;  in  politics  a 
Republican.  Jesse,  the  son  of  Caleb,  and 
Martha  (Morgan)  Antrim,  great-grand- 
parents of  Jacob  E.  Antrim,  was  born  near 
Winchester,  Va.,  in  1786.  He  removed  with 
his  father  when  he  came  to  this  county  at  a 
very  early  time.  He  married  Martha  Hagen, 
of  New  Jersey,  by  whom  he  had  eight  chil- 
dren :  Sarah,  Lewis,  William,  Charity,  Caleb, 
Samuel,  Levi  and  Ruth.  Jesse  Antrim  was 
a  prosperous  farmer,  who  owned  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  good  farming  land.  He  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  commissioner 
for  one  term.  He  also  held  several  minor  of- 
fices in  his  township.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  He  was  reared  a  Quaker,  but 
did  not  join  himself  to  any  church.  He  died 
in  1854,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  His  wife  died 
in  1869,  aged  eighty-five  years.     Caleb  was 
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tlie  son  of  Jesse  Antrim,  and  the  father  of 
Joseph  Antrim,  wlio  was  born  in  this  county. 
He  was  a  farmer  all  his  lifetime,  but  never 
acquired  any  real  estate  himself.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Johnson,  to  whom  were  born 
two  sons,  Jacob  E.  and  Joseph  H.  Mr.  An- 
trim was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  in  faith 
a  Mennonite.  He  died  June  15,  1878.  His 
wife  died  July  7,  1891.  She  was  born  in  Ger- 
man township,  January  10,  1853.  Jacob  E. 
Antrim  was  reared  and  educated  in  German 
township.  He  chose  for  his  vocation  that  of 
a  farmer,  and  while  he  is  a  young  man  yet  he 
is  not  behind  those  who  have  more  experi- 
ence in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  unmar- 
ried. His  brother  Joseph  married  Miss  Ly- 
dia  A.,  daughter  of  George  C.  and  Tillie 
Aloore,  June  28,  1898.  To  this  union  one 
child  has  been  born,  Twilla  Pearl.  The  An- 
trim brothers  are  Republicans  in  politics. 

Levi  Brown  is  a  progressive  and  prosper- 
ous farmer  residing  in  German  township. 
He  was  born  October  3,  1839,  '"  German 
township,  on  the  place  where  he  now  resides. 
His  grandfather,  William  Brown,  was  the  son 
of  the  first  Brown  who  located  in  this  county, 
but  whose  name  we  have  not  learned.  Wil- 
liam located  on  Middle  run  after  his  depart- 
lu'e  from  Chester  county.  Pa.  He  was  a 
hardy,  vigorous  man,  possessing  a  constitu- 
tion which  has  been  inherited  by  his  descend- 
ants. William  lived  to  old  age  after  rearing 
a  family  of  nine  children.  James  Brown,  the 
father  of  Levi  Brown,  was  born  in  German 
township.  He  married  Rebecca  Fisher,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  this  county,  Luzerne 
township.  They  were  hospitable  people,  hon- 
est and  industrious.  James  was  a  strong 
advocate  of  temperance,  a  principle  which  he 
carried  out  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  was  a 
firm   believer    in    the    doctrine    of    the    New 


Testament,  which  doctrine  he  instilled  into 
the  minds  of  his  children.  He  was  a  noted  mu- 
sician by  nature  and  by  practice,  and  taught 
that  art  for  some  years.  He  was  an  ardent 
Whig  in  politics  and  had  served  his  township 
in  various  offices.  He  lived  to  be  sixty-six 
years  old.  Rebecca  Brown  was  a  remarkable 
woman,  with  a  vigorous  constitution,  a  de- 
termined mind  and  strong  in  her  convictions. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband  she  proved 
herself  to  be  equal  to  every  emergency.  She 
had  run  the  ferry  (Brown's  ferry),  for  years 
before  his  death  that  he  might  attend  to  his 
farming.  She  also  conducted  the  work  in  the 
sugar  camp  and  operated  it  to  perfection. 
The  magnitude  of  this  work  can  be  appre- 
ciated when  we  take  into  consideration  that 
it  contained  five  hundred  trees.  She  was  a 
true  wife  and  a  help  to  her  whole  household. 
She  always  had  an  abundance  of  money 
around  and  was  robbed  three  times,  once 
when  she  was  in  her  seventy-seventh  year. 
At  her  death,  which  occurred  in  her  eighty- 
second  year,  she  was  worth  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. Her  children  numbered  five,  three  of 
whom  are  living:  Samuel,  Isabelle  and  Levi. 
Levi  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  age.  He  is 
a  practical  all-around  man,  not  only  a  good 
farmer,  but  a  good  mechanic.  This  faculty 
comes  to  him  naturally.  His  delight  is  in  the 
midst  of  complex  machinery.  He  has  suc- 
cessfully operated  a  threshing  machine  for 
fifteen  years.  He  has  erected  many  conveni- 
ences on  his  farm  which  only  a  genius  could 
invent.  He  has  held  several  township  offices 
with  much  credit.  Politically  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  is  an  elder. 
He  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  C, 
daughter  of  William  Freeman,  April  4,  1877. 
Their  children  are :  Fanny  B.,  born  Dec.  30, 
1877;  James  L.,  August  9,  1880;  George  E., 
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April  28,  1883  ;  Mary  E.,  June  25,  1885  ;  John. 
H.,  July  19,  1889.  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Brown  was 
born  in  this  county,  January  13,  1850.  Mr. 
Brown's  sugar  camp,  on  a  steep  cliff  above 
the  town  of  Gates,  is  the  largest  and  best  of 
its  kind  in  the  county,  while  its  products  of 
sugar  and  syrup  are  unexcelled.  His  farm  is 
covered  with  buildings  and  a  coke  town 
which  has  been  built  to  his  sugar  camp  was 
one  of  the  many  unexpected  things  happen- 
ing at  Brown's  ferry. 

George  C.  Moore,  a  well-to-do  and  re- 
spected farmer,  residing  in  German  township, 
was  born  in  the  above  township,  March  14, 
1839.  He  is  a  son  of  John  A.  and  Jane 
(]\Ioss)  Moore.  The  former  was  born  April 
9,  1808,  and  the  latter  on  January  21,  1810; 
both  are  natives  of  German  township.  John 
A.  Moore  was  an  energetic  business  man. 
While  he  was  a  good  farmer  and  devoted 
some  of  his  time  to  that  vocation,  he  fol- 
lowed other  pursuits.  In  his  early  life  he 
drove  a  wagon  on  the  National  Road  from 
Wheeling  to  Cumberland,  making  profitable 
trips  both  ways.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  fine 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  which  was  pro- 
ductive in  his  da)^  He  was  also  noted  for  his 
superior  quality  of  sheep  whose  wool  and 
mutton  always  found  a  ready  market.  He 
was  honored  with  many  township  offices, 
among  them  being  those  of  school  director 
and  supervisor.  In  religion  he  was  a  Pres- 
byterian ;  in  politics  a  Republican.  He  was 
married  in  1834,  on  March  27th,  and  had  a 
family  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter.  John 
A.  Moore  died  December  29,  1889,  and  his 
wife's  death  occurred  May,  18,  1859.  John 
A.  Moore  was  the  son  of  Aaron,  who  was 
born  October  31,  1776,  and  who  was  a  Whig 
in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.    Aaron  was  the  son  of  another  John 


Moore,  and  was  the  first  of  that  name  and 
family  to  come  into  the  county  in  1769.  He 
located  in  German  township,  where  his  fam- 
ily is  strongly  represented  by  worthy  men 
and  women.  George  C.  Moore  is  the  third 
son  of  John  A.  Moore,  and  always  followed 
farming  as  his  chosen  calling.  He  is  a  sober, 
honest  and  industrious  man,  who  has  always 
made  his  home  on  the  farm  on  which  he  was 
born,  some  of  which  he  inherited,  and  some 
of  which  he  gained  by  purchase,  and  now 
owns  ninety-five  acres.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  and  in 
pohtics  is  a  Republican.  He  married  Miss 
Martha  M.  Jeffries  January  26,  1865.  To 
this  union  the  following  children  have  been 
born :  Sarah  J.,  Gadd,  J.  M.,  Frank  and  Lydia 
A.  Mrs.  Martha  M.  Moore  was  born  in 
North  Union  township,  January  10,  1843. 

Wm.  a.  Stevenson-  is  a  prosperous  farmer 
residing  in  German  township,  and  was  born 
in  Springhill  township,  this  county.  May  27, 
1830.  He  is  a  son  of  Ellis  and  Parmelia 
(Eberhardt)  Stevenson.  The  former  was 
born  in  Cumberland  township,  Greene  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  January  i,  1805,  and  the  latter  in 
Cincinnati,  O.,  in  1810,  and  in  1828  they  re- 
moved from  Greene  county  to  Fayette.  El- 
lis Stevenson  was  a  fuller  of  woolen  goods. 
He  rented  a  shop  near  Smithfield,  which  he 
operated  for  three  years.  In  1832  he  re- 
moved to  Georges  creek,  where  he  purchased 
a  site  and  erected  a  woolen  mill,  in  which  he 
manufactured  cloth  of  various  textures.  In 
1859  there  was  a  heavy  flood  which  destroyed 
his  mill,  including  his  fine  machinery.  He 
never  rebuilt,  but  continued  there  until  his 
death  in  1879.  His  wife  died  several  years 
before  her  husband.  Politically  he  was  a 
Whig.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.    He  was  a  first  class  mechanic. 
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and  understood  his  business  thoroughly.  His 
family  consisted  of  thirteen  children,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living.  William  A.  is  the  first 
of  the  family  in  order  of  age.  He  learned  his 
father's  trade,  and  followed  the  manufacture 
of  cloth  of  various  kinds  at  Clarksville, 
Greene  county,  Pa.,  to  which  place  he  re- 
moved in  i860.  He  remained  there  for  six 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Athens, 
Mo.,  where  six  more  years  of  his  busy  life 
were  spent  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
goods.  In  1873  he  returned  to  Greene  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  where  he  purchased  a  mill,  which  he 
operated  for  twenty  years.  In  1893  he  re- 
moved to  this  county,  where  he  now  resides 
on  a  farm  of  ninety-seven  acres,  known  as  the 
"Worley  Place."  Mr.  Stevenson  was  twice 
married.  First,  to  Miss  Jennie,  daughter  of 
Cyrus  Shelley,  August  13,  1861.  There  were 
born  to  them  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living:  Hannah  F.,  Sarah  A.,  Alfred  P.  and 
Mary  F.  Mrs.  Jennie  Stevenson  died  June 
13,  1871.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Steven- 
son married  Miss  Amy,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Worley,  September  16,  1875.  To  this  union 
one  son,  Joseph  W.,  has  been  born.  Mrs. 
Amy  Stevenson  was  born  in  German  town- 
ship in  1838.  The  Stevensons  are  active 
members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
church,  of  which  Mr.  Stevenson  has  served 
as  elder.  The  ancestors  of  the  present  Mrs. 
Stevenson  came  from  Bedford  county,  Pa., 
to  this  county  in  1819.  There  were  three 
brothers,  Joseph,  John  and  Samuel  Worley, 
anfl  a  half-brother  named  Acher.  Joseph 
was  born  in  1 801,  and  bought  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  Redstone  township.  He  was 
a  sickle  maker  by  trade,  and  many  of  the 
tools  made  by  him  and  Acher,  with  his  name 
stamped  in  them,  are  in  use  yet.  He  sold  out 
to  Acher  and  died  in  1886,  aged  eighty-six 
years.     His   family   numbered   four,   two    of 


whom  are  now  living,  Mrs.  Stevenson  and 
Susanna  Jefifries.  The  old  home  is  commo- 
dious, and  was  built  by  Joseph  Worley. 

John  Sterlinc,  a  farmer,  residing  on  the 
South  branch  of  Brown's  run  in  German 
township,  is  one  of  the  sturdy  and  enterpris- 
ing men,  who,  through  discouragements  and 
privations,  have  made  their  way  to  the  plane 
of  success,  where  they  can  look  down,  not 
with  disdain,  but  with  sympathy  on  those  who 
are  struggling  for  the  same  enviable  positions 
which  these  successful  ones  hold.  Mr.  Sterl- 
ing was  born  March  28,  1841,  and  is  a  son 
of  Jonathan  and  Mary  A.  (Hart)  Sterling. 
The  former  was  born  March  29,  1820;  the 
latter  in  August,  1819,  in  German  township. 
Jonathan  Sterling  was  an  extensive  farmer 
and  devoted  his  time  to  grain  and  stock  rais- 
ing. He  was  a  very  determined  man  in  his 
opinions ;  was  honest,  trustworthy  and  up- 
right in  all  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow- 
men,  who  at  various  times  honored  him  with 
various  township  offices.  These  he  filled 
with  honor  and  usefulness.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Dunkard  church ;  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics.  He  died  August  8,  1881, 
aged  sixty-one.  His  wife  still  survives  him, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  Their  family 
consisted  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are 
now  (1899)  living.  John,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  the  eldest  of  that  number.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  township, 
and  took  to  farming  so  easily  and  naturally 
that  he  has  never  abandoned  it.  He  resided 
with  his  father  until  he  reached  his  majority, 
at  which  time  he  was  joined  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  E.,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Cath- 
erine Hoover,  January  4,  1863.  In  1868  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  acres,  where  he  now  resides,  and  which 
he  has  improved  to  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
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tion.  He  has  been  honored  with  the  offices 
of  supervisor,  assistant  assessor,  assessor  and 
school  director.  His  family  are  members  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church.  The 
children  of  his  family  are  as  follows :  Annie 
B.,  born  October  i6,  1864,  died  ]\Iarch  2, 
1899;  Eva  AI.,  born  November  29,  1866;  Jes- 
sie A.,  May  27,  1870,  and  Louis  G.,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1871.  jNIrs.  Sarah  E.  Sterling  was 
born  in  German  township.  May, 14,  1841. 

Georgu  W.  M.\ust,  a  farmer  of  German 
township,  was  born  in  Garrett  county,  Md., 
July  5,  1845.  ^'^d  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and 
Charlotte  (Frazier)  jNIaust,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Fayette  county  in  1814, 
and  the  latter  in  Maryland  in  1817,  and  is  now 
living  (1899)  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
Jacob  Maust  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  county  and  resided  there  for  a  number 
of  years,  conducting  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  choice  land,  which  he  improved  to  a 
high  degree  of  cultivation.  In  1853  he  saw 
where  he  could  benefit  himself  by  selling,  so 
in  that  year  he  sold  his  farm  and  removed  to 
Maryland,  in  which  State  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  of  land,  re- 
maining there  seventeen  years.  In  1880  he 
removed  to  Uniontown,  this  county,  where 
he  now  resides  in  his  old  age,  living  in  ease 
and  luxury  as  the  result  of  his  former  activity 
in  business  pursuits.  He  has  always  been  a 
man  of  strictly  moral  habits,  of  pure  motives 
and  strong  convictions,  and  has  been  honest 
and  upright  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fel- 
low-men. Politically  he  is  a  Democrat.  His 
wife  died  in  1893  in  her  seventy-sixth  year. 
His  father  was  named  Jacob  Maust,  and  a 
native  of  Germany.  He  came  to  this  country 
at  an  early  day  in  its  history,  locating  in 
Henry  Clay  township,  tliis  county,  on  two 
hundred  acres  of  land.     He  was  a  very  eco- 


nomical and  industrious  man,  and  lived  to  a 
ripe  old  age.  George  W.  Maust,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  in 
this  county.  After  he  reached  his  majority 
he  showed  his  patriotism  and  loyalty  to  the 
flag  of  his  country  by  enlisting  on  February 
2,  1864,  in  Company  B,  Third  West  Virginia 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Captain  Johnson  and  Colonel 
Magee.  He  served  to  the  close  of  the  v\?ar, 
was  honorably  discharged  and  returned  to 
civil  life,  engaging  in  his  chosen  vocation — • 
that  of  an  honest  farmer,  a  calling  which  he 
he  has  followed  with  success  ever  since.  On 
February  16,  1869,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Matilda,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Catherine  Johnson.  In  1886  he  purchased 
his  present  farm  of  fifty-two  acres,  which  he 
has  brought,  by  a  close  application  to  its 
needs,  almost  to  a  perfect  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. The  old  buildings  were  torn  down  to 
make  room  for  better  and  more  modern  im- 
provements. In  fact,  Mr.  IMaust  is  a  man 
well  up-to-date  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The 
citizens  of  his  township  have  honored  him 
with  the  office  of  school  director.  Politically 
he  has  chosen  the  Democratic  party  as  his 
standard,  but  a  good  and  worthy  man  gets 
his  vote  and  influence,  irrespective  of  party. 
The  whole  family  are  German  Baptists.  His 
children  are  as  follows :  Joseph  E.,  born  April 
13,  1871 ;  Charles  M.,  October  6,  1873;  Char- 
lotte C,  December  6,  1875;  Sarah  A.,  July 
21,  1881,  and  Eliza,  in  June,  1885.  Mrs.  Ma- 
tilda Maust  was  born  Jafluary  4,  1848,  in 
German  township. 

Jonathan  Galley  was  one  of  German 
tov/nship's  oldest  and  most  reliable  citizens. 
He  was  born  in  this  county  February  26, 
1812,  and  was  a  son  of  Philip  and  Magdalene 
(Newcomer)   Galley.      He   died  Jansiary   10, 
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1900.  Philip  Galley  was  born  in  the  eastern* 
part  of  the  State,  and  his  wife  was  born  in 
Lancaster  county,  Pa.  Philip  Galley  was  a 
weaver  by  occupation,  and  understood  the 
throw  of  the  shuttle  to  perfection.  He  re- 
moved to  this  county  in  1778,  and  located 
in  Tyrone  township,  where  he  purchased  one 
hundred  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  devoted 
all  his  time  and  labor,  having  in  great  meas- 
ure abandoned  the  loom.  His  wife,  Magda- 
lene, was  a  most  estimable  lady,  who  proved 
to  be  a  helpmeet  to  him  indeed.  They  both 
lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  he  reaching  his  sev- 
enty-eight year.  They  were  both  of  German 
ancestry,  his  wife  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  township.  Philip  was  a  worthy 
man,  honest  and  upright  in  his  intercourse 
with  his  fellow  citizens.  In  all  his  dealings 
with  business  men  in  connection  with  his  nur- 
sery (he  was  engaged  quite  extensively  in 
raising  fruit  trees),  he  was  conscientious, 
square  and  upright.  Plis  family  numbered 
eleven  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Jonathan  Galley  was  reared  in  Fayette  coun- 
ty and  educated  in  the  subscription  schools. 
He  always  confined  himself  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  early  life  he  engaged  in  the 
nursery  business,  as  his  father  did  before  him. 
But  his  active  brain  needed  a  wider  field,  and 
his  strong  arm  a  heavier  implement  than  that 
wielded  by  the  nurseryman.  His  first  pur- 
chase was  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  to  which  he  subsequently  added  one 
hundred  and  twelve  more,  all  of  which  were 
in  German  township.  To  say  that  Mr.  Galley 
was  a  good  farmer  would  be  putting  it  too 
mildly.  His  farm  has  been  always  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the  town- 
ship ;  his  fields  clear,  his  crops  abundant,  and 
his  stock  unsurpassed.  It  was  rich  in  coal, 
and  seventy  acres  of  it  were  sold  to  coal  oper- 
ators.    Mr.  Galley  had  the  entire  confidence 


of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  efficiently  filled  the 
offices  of  school  director,  supervisor  and  tax 
collector.  On  October  29,  1836,  he  man;-ied 
Miss  Ann,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Johnson.  To 
this  union  the  following  children  were 
born :  Nancy,  Catherine,  Susanna,  Joseph 
(who  died  in  1888),  jNIary  M.,  Sarah,  Malinda, 
Eliza,  Elizabeth  and  Jacob.  Mrs.  Anna  Gal- 
ley was  born  in  ]\Ienallen  township  January 
26,  181 5.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
German  Baptist  church. 

Hughes  Deffeneaugh  is  an  active  farmer 
of  promise,  residing  near  McClellandtown, 
German  township,  where  he  was  born  Au- 
gust 29,  1855.  His  great-grandfather  was 
Conrad  Defifenbaugh,  a  native  of  Germanv, 
who  in  early  life  emigrated  to  this  country  and 
after  some  time  spent  in  the  East  removed 
to  this  county.  He  married  Miss  Margaret 
Riffle,  and  they  endured  all  the  hardships  and 
privations  incident  to  the  life  of  the  pioneer. 
They  reared  a  familj'  of  seven  children.  Ja- 
cob Deffenbaugh  (grandfather)  was  born  in 
this  county  in  1776.  Jacob  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade  and  a  genius  at  his  trade.  He  made 
axles,  chains  and  other  useful  articles,  which 
he  shipped  on  the  river  to  various  points. 
He  was  counted  a  first  class  mechanic  in  his 
time.  He  purchased  three  farms  of  one  hun- 
dred acres  each,  wliich  he  worked.  In  this 
way  he  accumulated  a  nice  fortune  before  his 
death.  He  married  Miss  Eva  Everly,  by 
whom  he  had  eleven  children,  two  of  them 
are  living:  Mrs.  J.  Cofifman  and  Conrad  J. 
Politically  Jacob  was  a  Whig ;  religiously  a 
Presbyterian.  He  died  in  1854,  his  wife  in 
1866.  His  son,  Conrad  J.  ^Defifenbaugh 
'(father),  was  born  in  German  township,  Sep- 
tember 26,  1810,  where  he  has  since  resided 
following  the  vocation  of  farmer,  at  which  he 
has  been  eminently  successful.    He  inherited 
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from  his  father  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
six  acres,  who  inherited  it  from  his  father. 
It  is  under  good  cultivation  and  abounds  in 
coal  and  gas.  Mr.  Deffenbaugh  has  the  full 
confidence  and  respect  of  the  community  and 
has  served  his  native  township  in  various  of- 
fices. He  has  cast  his  lot  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  whose  platform  has  sustained  him 
politically  through  his  uneventful  but  useful 
life.  In  faith  he  is  a  Presbyterian.  He  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Miss  Lydia  Hertzog, 
June  i8,  1835.  She  was  born  April  23,  1814, 
died  February  9,  1836,  after  nine  months  of 
wedded  life.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
]\riss  Jane  Kendall,  September  23,  1841.  She 
was  born  May  19,  1820,  and  died  October  2/, 
1883.  To  this  union  three  children  were 
born:  Willliam,  September  28,  1843,  died  July 
24,  1844;  Ann  E.,  born  April  24,  1846,  died 
Jan.  II,  1850,  and  Hughes.  Conrad  Deffen- 
baugh is  in  his  ninety-first  year  and  a  robust 
man.  Hughes  Deffenbaugh,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  is  the  only  surviving  child  of  his 
father's  family ;  he  is  a  worthy  man  of  sterling 
qualities  and  conducts  the  farming  on  the  old 
homestead.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mollie, 
daughter  of  James  and  Catherine  Vander- 
slice,  in  1888.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
two  children :  Kate,  born  in  1889,  and  Alice, 
in  1891. 

John  Coffm.\x  is  a  well-known  and 
worthy  farmer  residing  near  McClelland- 
town,  German  township,  where  he  was  born 
February  20,  1822.  He  is  the  grandson  of 
Andrew  and  Mary  (Hare)  Cofliman,  arid  a 
son  of  David  and  Mary  (Hostetler)  Coffman. 
Andrew  was  of  German  ancestry.  He  re- 
moved from  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  born,  to  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  about  1799. 
He  located  in  German  township,  where  he 
purchased  three  hundred  acres,  to  which  he 
59 


subsequently  added  two  hundred  more.  This 
property  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his  off- 
spring, and  upon  some  of  this  land  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  now  resides.  Andrew 
Coffman  was  an  active,  prosperous  and  pro- 
gressive farmer  for  his  day ;  a  man  whose  in- 
fluence was  sought  and  felt  in  his  neighbor- 
hood. He  did  not  dabble  in  politics,  but  his 
influence  and  vote  were  cast  with  and  for  the 
Whig  party.  Religiously  he  was  a  Men- 
nonite.  He  was  born  in  1750,  and  his  wife 
in  1751  ;  her  birth  place  is  not  known.  He 
died  about  1836,  aged  eighty-six  years,  and 
his  wife  in  1838,  aged  eighty-seven  years. 
David  Coffman  was  the  son  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Andrew  Coffman,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  and  was  born 
June  21,  1792.  His  wife,  Mary  Hostetler, 
was  a  native  of  Shepherdstown,  Va.,  and  was 
born  in  1792.  David  Coffman  was  about 
eight  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his 
father  to  this  count)-.  He  lived  with  his 
father  up  to  his  marriage  with  Mary  Hostet- 
ler in  1819.  David  Coffman  was  not  a 
scholarly  man,  viewed  from  a  nineteenth  cen- 
tury standpoint,  but  he  had  a  large  fund  of 
common  sense,  with  a  good  supply  of  mother 
wit,  which  stood  by  him  instead  of  book 
learning.  He  was  a  man  for  whom  nature 
had  done  much ;  a  man  who  always  took  ad- 
vantage of  every  opportunity  to  inform  him- 
self of  current  topics.  He  was  a  practical 
farmer  and  a  live  business  man ;  he  was  an 
honest,  upright,  industrious  man,  whose  word 
was  as  good  as  his  bond.  In  politics  he  was 
an  Old  Line  Whig,  and  upon  the  formation  of 
the  Republican  party  espoused  its  doctrine. 
He  and  his  wife  were  faithful  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He 
died  October  15.  1867,  aged  seventy-five 
years,  and  his  wife's  death  occurred  April  18, 
1883,   aged   ninetv-one   years.      Their  family 
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numbered  eight  children,  seven  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity  and  six  are  now  Hving. 
John  Coffman,  hke  his  worthy  ancestors,  has 
confined  himself  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
at  which  he  has  proved  himself  an  adept. 
He  owns  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  of 
valuable  land,  now  in  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  which  has  become  so  under  his  per- 
sonal care  and  management.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics  and  has  held  some  of  the 
township  ofhces.  In  the  month  of  October, 
1846,  he  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth Delifenbaugh,  and  they  have  six  chil- 
dren :  Ann,  George,  Jacob  D.,  Jane,  Ellen  and 
Martha.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Coffman  was  born 
in  German  township.  May  29,  1819,  and  died 
April  17,  1900.  Mr.  Cofifman  is  a  Presby- 
terian in  religious  faith. 

William  H.  Cofi'man  is  a  prosperous  and 
one  of  the  well-known  farmers  of  German 
township,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day, 
February  17,  1820.  He  is  a  son  of  David  and 
'  IMary  (Hostetler)  Cofifman.  (See  sketch  of 
John  Coffman).  William  H.  Coffman,  like 
his  progenitors,  always  followed  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  like  them  has  been  pre-eminent- 
ly successful.  His  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
eleven  acres,  his  commodious  and  finely  kept 
buildings,  his  superior  and  well-bred  stock, 
all  tell  to  the  passer-by  that  the  owner  of  the 
pkice  is  a  man  who  is  up-to-date  in  his  chosen 
vocation.  His  farming  is  of  a  general  char- 
acter and  his  produce  finds  ready  market. 
Mr.  Coffman  was  twice  married,  first  to  Miss 
l-.iizabcth  Willard,  October  26,  1843.  To  this 
union  were  born  six  children :  Calvin  S.,  Har- 
riet \.,  David  L.,  Amanda  F.,  Mary  E.  and 
William  H.  Mrs.  Eliabeth  W.  Coffman  was 
born  August  7,  1823,  and  died  Novemljer  16, 
1857-  I'or  his  second  wife  he  married  Miss 
Eliza  B.,  daughter  of  Isaac  Core,  April  21, 


1859.  They  had  one' child,  Jennie  T.  G.,  now 
deceased.  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Cofifman  was  born 
May  19,  1832.  They  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Isaac  Core  was  a 
very  prominent  business  man  and  served  two 
terms  as  county  commissioner.  He  married 
Jane  French,  to  whom  eight  children  were 
born,  and  five  of  whom  are  living.  Isaac 
Core  died  February  4,  1861,  and  his  wife, 
Jane    Core,   April   9,    1878,   aged   eighty-two 


George  Poundstone,  the  first  of  that 
name  to  locate  in  this  county,  was  a  native 
of  Germany.  His  wife  was  Betsey  Baker, 
also  a  native  of  the  same  country.  They  emi- 
grated to  this  country  and  settled  in  German 
township  about  1746.  The  number  of  their 
children  is  not  known,  but  they  had  a  son, 
George  (2d),  who  was  born  in  what  is  now  the 
above-named  township,  where  he  became  an 
influential  man.  He  owned  about  six  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  the  township,  and  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Lutheran  church  in  the 
county,  and  its  main  support.  His  wife  was 
Mary  ^lessmore,  a  native  of  Switzerland. 
Their  family  numbered  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity.  George  Pound- 
stone  (2d)  drove  the  first  team  across  the 
then  almost  impassable  mountain  and  after- 
wards followed  teaming  more  or  less  the  rest 
of  his  life,  his  points  of  destination  being 
Cumberland,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  etc. 
He  lived  to  be  seventy-seven  years  of  age  and 
died  in  1843.  He  had  a  son,  George  Pound- 
stone  (3d),  who  was  born  in  the  same  town- 
ship (in  which  his  father  first  saw  the  light 
of  day)  September  13,  1801.  He  married 
Susan  Stumm  in  1836  and  the  issue  of  this 
happy  union  was  six  children:  Mary  (de- 
ceased), Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Margaret  Long, 
John  M.  (deceased),  Catherine  (deceased)  and 
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j\Irs.  Hannah  Isl.  Campbell.  Mrs.  Susan 
Poiindstone  was  born  in  Chambersburg,  Pa., 
August  6,  1806.  George  Poundstone  (3d) 
was  a  prosperous  farmer  all  his  life,  and 
owned  a  large  estate  which  he  handled  with 
profit.  His  farming  was  of  the  highest  type 
and  his  crops  always  had  a  ready  sale.  INIr. 
Poundstone  was  an  honorable  man,  one  who 
followed  the  teachings  of  Scripture  and  obey- 
ed the  principles  of  the  Golden  Rule.  He 
was  honored  with  many  of  the  township  of- 
fices. Politically  he  was  a  Republican.  He 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church.  They  left  a  good  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  six  acres  well  underlaid  with  coal 
and  gas.  There  is  a  rich  gas  well  on  the 
place  by  which  the  house  is  well  supplied  with 
light  and  heat.  Airs.  Hannah  M.  Campbell 
and  Elizabeth  Poundstone,  her  sister,  daugh- 
ters of  the  late  George  Poundstone,  are  liv- 
ing on  the  old  homestead  and  are  most 
worth}'  and  estimable  ladies.  Samuel  Camp- 
bell, husband  of  Hannah  Isl.  (Poundstone) 
Campbell,  was  born  and  reared  in  Perryop- 
olis.  Perry  township,  his  birth  occurring  Au- 
gust 4,  1840.  He  is  a  son  of  William  and 
]\Iary  Campbell,  the  former  born  in  Ohio, 
and  the  latter  in  this  county.  William  Camp- 
bell was  the  son  of  another  William  whose 
history  is  not  known.  William,  the  father  of 
Samuel  Campbell,  removed  to  Perry  town- 
ship early  in  life,  when  he  bought  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  was  a  pros- 
i)erous  and  successful  farmer  and  held  several 
township  offices.  Religiously  he  was  a 
Quaker  ;__politically  a  Republican.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty,  and  his  wife  at  seventy- 
five  years.  Their  family  numbered  ten  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  of 
wiiom  four  are  now  living  in  this  county, 
Samuel,  Joseph,  Clark  V.,  and  Ruth  Hender- 
son. 


John  D.  Ridur,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
is  one  of  German  township's  worthy  and  old- 
est citizens.  He  was  born  in  German  town- 
ship, December  13,  181 7,  and  is  of  good  Ger- 
man ancestry,  his  great-grandfather  being  an 
emigrant  from  Germany.  Christopher  Rider, 
the  son  of  the  emigrant  whose  name  is  not 
known,  was  a  native  of  Lancaster  county,  Pa., 
and  in  early  life  removed  to  Washington 
county.  Pa.  He  was  a  hard  worker  and  an 
economical  man  who  saved  what  he  made  and 
made  much.  He  lived  to  be  seventy  years  of 
age,  reared  a  large  family,  and  his  wife's 
name  was  Mary.  Michael  Rider  (father  of 
John  D.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch)  was  born 
in  Washington  county.  In  early  life  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Barbara  Defifenbaugh,  after 
which  he  removed  to  this  county,  locating  on 
the  Lutheran  church  farm  where  he  lived  a 
few  years  and  at  which  place  he  lost  his  first 
wife,  who  left  six  children.  Subsequently  he 
purchased  a  farm  on  the  South  branch  of 
Brown's  run,  where  he  remained  until  he  died 
in  1876  in  his  eighty-second  year.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Sarah  Murray,  wh3 
died  in  1883,  and  by  whom  he  had  twelve 
children.  He  was  a  Lutheran  in  religious 
faith  and  in  politics  a  Democrat.  John  D. 
Rider  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
township,  and  has  always  shown  a  decided 
preference  for  agricultural  pursuits.  He  re- 
mained at  home  longer  than  many  young 
men  of  his  or  succeeding  days,  for  he  reached 
his  twenty-eighth  year  before  he  married. 
He  wedded  Miss  Amanda  Franks,  November 
13,  1845.  He  made  his  first  purchase  of  real 
estate  in  1849  when  he  bought  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  one  acres,  and  on  this  he  made 
many  improvements,  not  only  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil  and  the  erection  of  build- 
ings, but  in  beautifying  the  grounds  which 
showed  his  taste  and  genius.    In  1852  he  built 
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a  saw  mill,  which  he  operated  for  thirty  years, 
its  propelling  power  being  water.  He  has  a 
gas  well  on  his  farm  twelve  hundred  feet 
deep  with  a  pressure  of  six  hundred  pounds. 
Mr.  Rider  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  has 
held  many  important  offices,  being  justice  of 
the  peace,  which  office  he  has  filled  honorably 
for  fifteen  years.  There  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rider  four  children:  Simon  P., 
September  21,  1846;  Sarah  E.,  March  9, 
1852;  Martha  J.,  April  6,  1856;  and  John, 
born  INIay  23,  i860.  Mrs.  Amanda  Rider  was 
born  in  German  township  May  8,  1824.  Mrs. 
Rider's  father  was  Michael,  the  son  of  Jacob 
and  Barbara  (Brandenburg)  Franks,  a  native 
of  Germany.  Jacob  Franks  located  at  High 
House  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
township.  He  owned  four  valuable  farms, 
and  reared  seven  children.  Michael  Franks 
had  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
and  was  a  well-to-do  farmer.  The  family  of 
Michael  Franks  consisted  of  seven  children, 
and  his  wife's  name  was  Elizabeth  Riffle. 

John  Henry  Poundstone  is  a  progressive 
farmer  residing  in  German  township,  and  is 
the  great-grandson  of  George  Poundstone, 
whose  father  came  from  Germany  and  lo- 
cated in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.  His  son, 
George  (2d),  removed  to  Fayette  county 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  is  count- 
ed one  of  the  early  settlers  in  what  is  now 
German  township.  He  was  a  very  enterpris- 
ing man,  a  good  farmer,  as  farming  went  in 
those  days.  He  was  the  first  settler  who  man- 
aged to  drive  a  two-horse  team  across  the 
mountains.  He  followed  teaming  for  several 
years  in  conjunction  with  farming,  but  in  his 
advanced  life  he  abandoned  the  "road"  alto- 
gether, and  devoted  his  entire  time  to  farm- 
ing. His  farm  comprised  about  one  thousand 
acres.     For  a  time   he  was   extensively   en- 


gaged in  distilling  peach  and  apple  brandv. 
Mr.  Poundstone  was  a  friendly  and  hospita- 
ble man,  and  a  fine  conversationalist.  He 
married  Susanna  Messmore,  who  bore  him 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 
Jacob  was  the  son  of  George  (2d),  and  was 
born  in  this  county  April  10,  179S'.  Jacob 
Poundstone  was  a  cooper  by  occupation,  a 
trade  which  he  followed  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  inherited  from  his  father  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  and 
conducted  it  in  a  masterly  way.  He  was  a 
good,  moral,  upright  man,  and  became  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Politically 
he  was  a  Whig.  His  wife,  Mahala  Core,  was 
born  in  German  township.  May  5,  1809. 
They  were  married  September  27,  1827,  and 
their  family  numbered  seven  children:  John 
H.,  born  ]\Iarch  19,  1829;  Susan,  born  De- 
cember 28,  1833 ;  Eliza,  born  December  25, 
1836,  died  November  5,  1872 ;  Sarah,  born 
May  29,  1839;  Jacob,  April  9,  1844;  Mar- 
garet C,  June  26,  1846;  Zachariah  T.,  No- 
vember 7,  1848.  Jacob  Poundstone  died  De- 
cember 15,  1868,  aged  seventy-four  years, 
and  his  wife,  Mahala,  died  October  24.  1872. 
John  Henr}'  Poundstone,  the  eldest  son  of  the 
above  mentioned  couple,  was  born,  reared 
and  educated  in  German  township.  Li  early 
life  he  followed  the  carpenter  trade  for  sev- 
eral 3'ears  in  conjunction  with  his  farming. 
He  purchased  his  first  farm  in  German  town- 
ship in  1872,  containing  ninety  acres.  To 
this  he  added  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
more.  His  sons  are  now  attending  to  his 
farming  interests  and  he  and  his  wife  reside 
at  Balsinger.  Mr.  Poundstone  is  a  progres- 
sive farmer  and  understands  his  business. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  been 
honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  the  of- 
fices of  tax  collector  and  supervisor.  On  No- 
vember 10,  1853,  he  was  joined  in  marriage  to 
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;\Iiss  Nancv  L.  Coffman.  To  this  union  the 
following  children  were  born :  Andrew  J., 
born  January  5,  1855;  James  S.  (deceased), 
born  July  27,  1856;  Ewing  B.,  June  27,  1859; 
and  David  W.,  May  9,  1863.  ]\Irs.  Nancy  L. 
Poundstone  was  born  in  German  township, 
November  7,  1832. 

David  Newcomer,  a  resident  farmer  and 
respected  citizen  of  German  township,  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  old  pioneers  of  Fay- 
ette county.  Ulrich  Neukomer,  his  ancestor, 
was  a  native  of  Teutonic,  Switzerland.  (The 
spelling  of  the  family  name  was  changed  in 
the  third  generation.)  Ulrich  was  born  in 
1730,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  na- 
tive country.  He  emigrated  to  this  country 
about  1755 ;  located  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa. 
His  wife  died  on  ship  board,  and  her  name 
has  not  been  learned.  For  his  second  wife 
he  married  jMagdalene  Baumgartner.  The 
issue  of  this  union  were  four  sons  and  two 
daughters :  Christian,  Jacob,  Abram,  John, 
Elizabeth  and  Barbara.  Ulrich  was  a  strong 
adherent  of  the  Mennonite  faith.  He  lived 
to  a  ripe  old  age.  Jacob,  second  son  of 
Ulrich,  was  born  in  York  county,  Pa.,  March 
29,  1765.  He  was  a  miller  by  occupation. 
He  married  Mary  Newcomer,  a  native  of 
Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  who  was  born  April 
3,  1776.  Jacob  Newcomer  with  his  family 
removed  west  of  the  mountains  in  1808,  lo- 
cating near  Masontown,  this  county,  where 
he  remained  until  his  death  on  October  8, 
1820,  aged  fifty-five  years.  His  wife,  Mary, 
survived  him  twenty-two  years,  and  died 
April  13,  1842.  Their  family  of  children  con- 
sisted of  Elizabeth,  Susannah,  Mary,  Jacob, 
John,  Uriah,  Abram,  Nancy  and  Martha. 
Jacob  Newcomer,  son  of  Jacob  of  the  second 
generation,  was  born  in  York  county.  Pa., 
October  8,  1804,  and  when  four  years  of  age 


removed  with  his  father  to  this  county  in 
1808.  He  was  a  practical  man,  a  good  farm- 
er, and  held  some  of  the  offices  of  the  town- 
ship with  honor.  He  began  life  with  noth- 
ing, and  in  1832  made  his  first  purchase  of  a 
farm  containing  three  hundred  acres.  This 
grew  under  his  skilful  hands  to  be  a  model 
farm.  He  was  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  man,  and 
a  member  and  elder  in  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian church.  He  was  joined  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Nancy,  daughter  of  Mathias  Lecron, 
March  26,  1826.  Mrs.  Nancy  Newcomer  was 
born  November  16,  1805,  and  died  in  1885, 
aged  eighty  years.  Jacob  Newcomer  died 
December  26,  1866,  aged  sixty-two  years. 
Their  family  consisted  of  the  following  chil- 
dren:  Mary,  David,  John  H.,  Jacob,  Lydia, 
Catherine,  Elizabeth,  Nancy,  Wm.  L.,  Susan- 
nah, Joseph  and  Martha.  David  Newcomer, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Ger- 
man township,  this  county,  September  13, 
1829.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  na- 
tive township,  and  always  has  pursued  farm- 
ing as  the  most  honorable  and  independent 
vocation  in  life.  He  owns  and  operates  the 
farm  upon  which  he  was  born  and  reared.  It 
can  be  truthfully  said  of  our  subject  that  no 
man  in  his  township  is  more  worthy  of  the 
entire  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  and 
none  share  it  more  fully  than  he.  His  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  abounds  in 
coal  and  gas,  but  the  latter  is  not  developed 
much  as  yet.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 
He  served  his  county  as  commissioner  from 
1 871  to  1874,  and  declined  a  re-election, 
which  from  his  popularity  would  have  been  a 
sweeping  victory.  Because  of  some  local 
trouble,  and  because  of  his  sterling  qualities, 
the  court  appointed  him  supervisor  in  1897. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian. On  Sept.  13,  1855,  he  was  joined 
in    marriage    to    Martha    L.,    daughter    of 
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Peter  Hager.  Mr.  Newcomer  sustained  a 
great  loss  in  the  death  of  his  wife  ]\Iarch  3, 
1857.    They  had  no  children. 

George  I.  Cruse  is  an  industrious  farmer 
residing  in  the  Core  district  in  German  town- 
ship, and  is  the  grandson  of  William  Cruse, 
who  was  one  of  the  first  of  the  name  to  lo- 
cate in  this  county.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  did  active  service  in 
defence  of  his  country  and  her  independence. 
He  was  a  large  land  owner  in  his  day,  and 
a  man  of  influence  and  worth.  After  peace 
was  restored,  he  returned  to  pastoral  pur- 
suits and  died  at  a  ripe  old  age.  His  son  Wil- 
liam was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa., 
and  after  his  marriage  to  Miss  Christina 
Bricker,  he  removed  to  this  county.  He  was 
a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  owned  a  small 
place  in  Springhill  township,  where  he  resid- 
ed. He  was  a  good  moral  man  and  worthy 
of  the  people's  confidence.  He  died  in  1848; 
his  wife  died  in  1885,  aged  eighty-five  years. 
Their  family  consisted  of  eleven  children : 
John,  Peter,  William,  Owen,  George  I., 
Catherine,  Mary  A.,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Ann 
M.  and  Charlotte.  George  I.  Cruse  is  the 
youngest  of  the  family  and  was  born  in 
Springhill  township,-  November  14,  1844. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  this  county.  In  early  life  he  was 
poor,  and  worked  by  the  day.  On  reaching 
his  majority,  he  married  Miss  Annie,  daugh- 
ter of  G.  H.  Core,  February  6,  1865.  After 
his  marriage  he  worked  farms  for  others, 
sometimes  renting,  and  at  other  times  on 
"shares,"  until  finally,  by  thrift  and  economy 
he  saved  enough  to  purchase  his  present 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres, 
known  as  tiie  Core  farm.  Mr.  Cruse  is  a 
live  man  in  every  respect,  and  a  model 
farmer.     He  has  held  several  township  offi- 


ces, among  them  being  that  of  supervisor. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cruse  have  a  very  interesting 
family  of  children.  They  are  as  follows : 
Mary  J.,  born  May  10,  1867;  Emma  A.,  born 
March  22,  1871  ;  John  C,  born  August  13, 
1873;  Lizzie  O.,  born  July  31,  1875;  Annie 
A.,  born  October  31,  1877.  John  and  Annie 
are  teaching  school ;  Emma  A.  is  an  artist 
of  some  merit.  They  are  all  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Mrs.  A.  Cruse  is  an 
estimable  woman  and  was  born  October  9, 

1847. 

James  M.  Newcomer,  a  prosperous  farmer 
of  German  township,  is  a  son  of  David  and 
Abigail  (Sesler)  Newcomer,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  this  county.  David  was  the 
son  of  John  Newcomer,  who  was  a  descend- 
ant of  Uriah  Neukomer,  the  first  of  that 
name  to  come  to  America  (see  sketch  of 
David  Newcomer).  John  possessed  the 
property  now  owned  by  his  grandson,  James 
M.  Newcomer,  where  he  lived  a  peaceful  and 
prosperous  life,  surrounded  by  his  well-train- 
ed and  respectful  children.  John  was  honest 
and  upright  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fel- 
low-men. His  farm  was  large  and  well  un- 
der cultivation.  He  was  married  twice.  By 
his  first  wife  he  had  eight  children.  By  his 
second  marriage  tliere  were  no  children. 
He  died  July  12,  1842.  His  wife's  death  oc- 
curred March  20,  1832.  His  son  David  was 
born  in  German  township,  where  he  lived 
until  liis  death  on  May  16,  1869.  There 
were  born  to  David  and  Abigail  Newcomer 
eight  children,  seven  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity. David  was  an  industrious  man,  and 
worked  his  farm  of  two  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  profit- 
able. His  farming  consisted  of  grain  grow- 
ing and  stock  raising.  Li  politics  he  was  a 
Republican :  in  religious  faith  a  German  Bap- 
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tist.  James  ]\I.  Newcomer,  his  son,  was  born 
on  the  same  farm  upon  which  his  father  was 
born,  on  April  6,  1842.  In  the  same  town- 
ship he  received  his  earl\-  training  and  edu- 
cation, and  upon  the  same  property  he  con- 
tinues to  labor  and  live.  He  was  joined  in 
marriage  to  Annie  J.,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Mar}-  Johnson,  July  3,  1873.  To  this 
union  seven  children  have  been  born,  six  of 
whom  are  living:  Ewing  J.,  Joseph  I..  Mary 
J.,  Nancy  Belle,  David  R,,  Sadie  C.  (de- 
ceased), and  James  Carman.  Mrs.  Annie  J. 
Newcomer  was  born  in  South  Union  town- 
ship April  8,  185 1.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  German  Baptist  church,  in  which  Mr. 
Newcomer  is  a  deacon.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 

Joseph  Rockw1':i.l  is  one  of  the  old  and 
reliable  citizens  of  German  township.  He 
was  born  January  9,  181 1,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joshua  and  Mary  (Mathias)  Rockwell.  The 
former  w^s  born  in  England ;  the  latter  in 
Connecticut.  Joshua  Rockwell  came  to 
America  when  he  was  about  nine  years  of 
age  in  company  with  his  parents,  Asa  and 
Mary  (Rutledge)  Rockwell,  who  were  also 
natives  of  England.  Asa  located  in  Mary- 
land, where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  as  overseer  on  a  large  plantation. 
Some  years  later  he  removed  to  this  county, 
locating  in  ^Menallen  township.  He  after- 
wards removed  to  Greene  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  lived  there  but  a  short  time  when 
he  returned  to  Fayette  county,  where  he  re- 
mained until'  his  death.  His  son  Joshua  re- 
mained at  home  until  he  reached  his  ma- 
jority. He  was  engaged  as  a  day  laborer 
all  his  life,  and  never  accumulated  any  real 
estate.  He  was  born  in  1778  and  died  in 
1862,  aged  eighty-four  }ears,  and  his  wife, 
Mary,  was  born  in  1773  and  died  in  1875, 
aged    one    hundred    and   two   j^ears.     Their 


children  were  as  follows:  Jesse,  Joseph, 
Ruth,  Asa  M.,  Elijah,  George,  Joshua, 
William,  James  and  Caleb.  Joseph,  the  sub- 
ject of  tliis  sketch,  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  German  township,  and  also  spent 
some  time  at  Carmichaels'  academy.  He 
served  his  time  in  learning  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  which  he  afterwards  followed  for  thir- 
ty-five years.  After  the  expiration  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship, he  purchased  his  present  farm 
of  ninety-two  acres,  upon  which  he  erected 
a  shop  in  which  he  labored  for  the  above 
stated  time.  Mr.  Rockwell  was  a  first-class 
mechanic  and  commanded  an  extensive 
patronage.  He  began  with  nothing,  but  by 
hard  pounding  on  the  anvil  he  forged  out 
for  hiriiself  and  family  a  beautiful  and  com- 
fortable home,  which  he  sold  January  23, 
1900,  to  Allen  McCoombs  and  will  remove  to 
York  county,  Nebraska.  Now,  in  his  retired 
life,  he  enjoys  the  full  confidence  of  his  fel- 
lowmen.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
His  party  has  elected  him  to  various  offices 
(tax  collector,  three  terms;  school  director, 
three  years,  and  supervisor  for  three  terms, 
besides  other  minor  offices).  In  religious  be- 
lief Mr.  Rockwell  is  a  member  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  is 
an  elder.  On  March  22,  1838,  he  was  joined 
in  wedlock  to  IMiss  Catherine,  daughter  of 
Jacob  Johnson.  The  children  born  to  this 
marriage  were  as  follows  :  Jacob  (deceased) ; 
Sarah  (deceased) ;  Susanna  (deceased) ;  Mar- 
tha, Margaret,  Malinda  (deceased) ;  Cathe- 
rine (deceased) ;  Joseph,  Wm.  Thomas,  ]\Iary 
(deceased)  and  Elizabeth.  Mrs.  Catherine 
Rockwell  was  a  native  of  Fayette  countv,  and 
died  in  1874.  Mr.  Rockwell  lived  for  sixty- 
eight  years  on  his  German  township  farm, 
and  has  twenty-five  grandchildren  and  twelve 
great-grandchildren.  His  grandchildren  are 
as  follows:  born  to  Martha,  six;  Jacob,  two; 
Mary,   three;    JMargaret,   two;   Sarah,    four; 
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Joseph,  two,  and  Thomas,  six.  Of  the  great- 
grandchildren, in  Jacob's  family  is  one; 
.Mary's,  four;  Margaret's,  two;  Sarah's,  two; 
and  Joseph's,  three. 

I 
John  Dunaway  Coffman  is  a  respectable 
and  honored  fanner  residing  in  German 
township.  He  was  born  April  4,  1827,  and 
is  a  descendant  of  an  old  family,  whose  an- 
cestors were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
\Yestern  Pennsylvania.  His  parents  were 
Andrew  and  Mary  (Dunaway)  Cofifman,  the 
former  a  native  of  Lancaster  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, who  was  born  in  1790,  and  the  lat- 
ter a  native  of  Virginia  where  she  was  born 
in  1800.  Andrew  Coffman  was  a  successful 
farmer,  owning  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 
He  was  a  worthy,  upright  and  moral  man, 
whose  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond.  He 
died  from  the  effects  of  a  fall  in  1865.  His 
wife  died  subsequently.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Their 
family  numbered  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  living  (see  sketch  of  John  Coffman). 
John  D.  Coffman  is  the  third  in  order  of  age 
of  his  father's  children.  He  is  a  successful 
farmer  in  every  respect.  In  1851  he  pur- 
chased from  his  father  his  present  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres,  which  he 
lias  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
While  his  farming  is  not  confined  to  any 
special  line,  yet  his  produce  is  always  mar- 
ketable and  in  good  demand.  He  was  join- 
ed in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Riffle,  Decem- 
ber 24,  1S50.  To  this  union  were  born 
twelve  children,  six  of  whom  are  living: 
liulda,  Mary  M.,  Andrew  J.,  David  H.,  Eliza- 
beth and  Albert  J.  ?ilrs.  Sarah  Coffman  was 
born  in  Nicholson  township  in  1832,  The 
family  arc  members  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
of  which  Mr.  Coffman  is  an  elder.     Mr.  Coff- 


man is  a  Democrat  politically  but  has  never 
held  nor  been  a  candidate  for  office. 

Jessu  Evans  McWilliams  is  a  well  known 
and  prominent  farmer  residing  upon  a  beauti- 
ful, picturesque  and  well  watered  farm,  cul- 
tivated in  the  highest  and  most  modern  de- 
gree, situated  upon  the  Monongahela  river. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  Jesse  E.  was 
John  McWilliams,  born  in  America,  but  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  Early  in  the  history  of 
the  township  he  settled  near  McClelland- 
town,  where  he  owned  a  large  tract  of  land, 
comprising  over  four  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
He  was  a  quiet,  inoffensive  man,  but  posi- 
tive in  his  convictions,  authoritative  in  his 
commands,  and  looked  for  their  execution  in- 
stantl}'.  He  married  Miss  Ann  Wilson,  by 
whom  he  had  nine  children.  He  married  for 
his  second  wife.  Miss  Mary  Huston,  who 
bore  him  one  child,  which  is  now  living  at 
an  advanced  age.  John  McWilliams  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  a  Presbyterian  in 
religious  faith.  Samuel  G.  McWilliams,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
near  McClellandtown,  this  county,  June  20, 
1793.  He  always  carried  on  his  agricultural 
pursuits  with  success.  He  possessed  most  ot 
his  father's  property.  His  success  was  ac- 
complished by  good  judginent  and  foresight, 
tact  and  energy,  but  his  early  death  caused 
an  embarrassment  in  his  affairs,  and  most  of 
his  property  was  lost.  His  wife,  however, 
retained  her  hold  of  part  of.it,  and  kept  her 
children  together  until  they  were  able  to  care 
for  themselves,  sending  them  out  into  the 
world  with  a  fair  education,  a  sound  consti- 
tution and  clear  principles  of  moralitv  in- 
stilled into  their  minds.  Samuel  G.  married 
Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Hus- 
ton in  1813.  To  this  union  there  were  born: 
John  (deceased),  Izerd  (deceased),  Lsrael  (de- 
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ceased),  Samuel  K.,  Kllazanna,  Jesse  E.  and 
James  B.  (deceased).  Samuel  K.  died  in 
1833,  aged  forty  years.  His  wife,  Sarah,  died 
in  1884,  aged  eighty-one  years.  Jesse  E. 
McWilliams  was  born  in  German  township, 
in  1829.  He  conmaenced  his  education  at 
the  Merrittstown  academy,  and  later  he  en- 
tered Jefferson  and  Washington  college, 
where  he  finished  his  education.  After  leav- 
ing college,  he  taught  school  for  six  years. 
He  next  turned  his  attention  to  the  mercan- 
tile business,  which  he  established  at  East 
I-liverside,  and  where  he  remained  for  six 
years,  and  had  the  first  store  in  the  place. 
In  this  enterprise  he  was  successful,  being 
naturally  adapted  to  the  work.  Leaving  the 
mercantile  business  in  1861,  he  turned  his 
attention  to  buying  and  selling  stock.  He 
shipped  to  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Chicago 
and  other  points  in  Illinois,  and  to  some  mar- 
kets in  Iowa.  This  business  he  followed 
successfully  for  thirty  years.  In  1868  he 
purchased  his  first  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres,  to  which  he  subsequently  added  one 
hundred  and  twelve  acres  more,  and  again  a 
small  coal  field  of  twelve  acres ;  in  fact,  all 
his  lands  are  extensively  underlaid  with  coal, 
some  of  which  was  subsequently  sold.  His 
farming  is  on  a  large  scale,  and  runs  much 
to  stock  raising.  He  raises  fifty  head  of  cat- 
tle per  year,  which  he  feeds,  fattens  and  mar- 
kets at  a  large  profit.  Air.  iMcWilliams  is  a 
staunch  Democrat  and  has  been  elected,  not 
only  by  his  own  party,  but  by  both  parties, 
because  of  his  popularity  and  fitness,  to  the 
offices  of  school  director  and  tax  collector, 
the  latter  of  which  he  held  for  two  terms. 
Religiously,  Mr.  l\Ic Williams  is  a  Presby- 
terian. On  July  29,  1857,  he  was  joined  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Nancy  Crow.  To  this  union  the 
following     children     were     born :      George, 


Louis  (deceased),  Harry  (deceased),  Emma 
(deceased)  and  Edward.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Williams  was  born  in  this  county  in  1828. 

Thomas  Asbury  Hoover  is  a  prominent 
and  progressive  farmer,  residing  in  a  com- 
modious home  near  the  banks  of  the  his- 
toric Monongahela  river  in  German  town- 
ship, and  is  a  descendant  of  a  respect- 
able and  worthy  family.  His  paternal  grand- 
father was  Henry  Lloover,  who  was  born 
October  26,  1788.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Har- 
rison) Hoover,  was  born  in  German  town- 
ship. After  their  marriage  they  settled  on 
the  property  now  occupied  by  their  grand- 
son, Thomas  A.  Hoover.  They  at  first  own- 
ed thirty  acres  of  land.  Henry  was  a  very 
industrious  man,  humorous  and  jovial,  and 
extremely  hospitable.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children.  Henry  died  April  4, 
1844,  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  on  April  4,  1837. 
The  maternal  grandparents  were  James  and 
Catherine  Beard,  who  were  natives  of  Ire- 
land, and  worthy  people.  They  came  to  this 
country  about  1780.  Mr.  Beard  was  a  prom- 
inent figure  in  the  completion  of  the  Na- 
tional Road.  Thomas  A.  Hoover  is  a  son  of 
Jacob  H.  and  Catherine  A  (Beard)  Hoover, 
the  former  born  in  German  township  April 
13,  1813,  and  the  latter  in  the  same  township 
on  October  29,  1817.  Jacob  Hoover  was  a 
wagoner  on  the  National  Road  for  twenty 
years.  He  purchased  his  first  farm  of  thirty 
acres  in  German  township,  to  which  he  add- 
ed two  hundred  acres  more  at  different  times. 
This  he  worked  extensively,  but  at  the  same 
time  kept  his  team  going  occasionally  on  the 
"Pike.''  Jacob  Hoover  was  a  hard  working 
man,  sober,  honest  and  upright.  Physically, 
he  was  a  strong  man.  He  was  a  Democrat 
and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
He  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine 
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A.  Beard,  March  15,  1840.  Mrs.  Hoover  is 
a  womanly  woman,  stocked  with  an  abund- 
ance of  common  sense.  Mrs.  Hoover  so  in- 
stilled into  the  minds  of  her  children  good 
principles  and  pure  morals,  as  to  stamp  them 
on  their  after  life.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband,  Jacob  Hoover,  March  4,  1854,  at  the 
age  of  forty-one  years,  she  succeeded  in 
keeping  her  property,  maintained,  educated 
and  trained  her  children,  and  added  much  to 
the  value  and  volume  of  the  property.  She 
is  a  woman  of  sweet  temper,  a  loving  disposi- 
tion and  a  pure  Christian  spirit.  She  is  in 
possession  of  those  sterling  qualities  which 
endear  her,  not  onl_v  to  her  own  family,  but 
to  all  who  know  her.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  The  children  born 
to  her  are  as  follows :  Sarah  E.,  was  born 
May  14,  1841,  and  died  October  31,  1899; 
James  H,,  born  September  15,  1843;  Jesse 
v.,  born  December  25,  1845;  Thomas  A., 
born  January  31,  1849,  and  Margaret  J., 
February  17,  1851,  died  December  2,  1858. 
Mrs.  Catherine  Hoover  still  survives  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years.  Thomas  A. 
Hoover,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  rear- 
ed and  educated  in  German  township.  He 
always  followed  farming,  and  has  confined 
himself  to  the  farm  which  his  father  owned. 
He  is  a  wide-awake  farmer,  and  keeps  abreast 
of  the  times,  a  man  well  informed  and  a  prac- 
tical farmer.  His  farming  is  of  the  mixed 
kind,  i.  e.,  he  does  not  confine  himself  to 
any  special  line.  He  served  his  township  as 
tax  collector  a  number  of  years  ago,  is  again 
fulfilling  the  duties  of  that  office  and  has  held 
other  offices.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat. 
Religiously,  he  leans  toward  the  Presbyterian 
church.  His  farm  is  underlaid  with  an 
abundance  of  gas  and  coal.  In  1894  there 
was  an  oil  well  sunk  on  his  farm,  which  for 
a  time  yielded  twenty  barrels  per  day.     Since, 


it  has  ceased  to  flow,  and  has  been  allowed  to 
run  down.  ]\Ir.  Hoover  is  speculating  in  coal 
fields,  and  still  retains  the  coal  on  his  farm. 

Jasper  Marion  Eice  is  a  farmer  residing 
near  Masontown  in  German  township,  on  a 
neath^  kept  farm  of  fifty  acres.  He  was  born 
on  the  adjoining  farm,  z\pril  13,  1862.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  Stephen  Bice,  a  na- 
tive of  New  Jersey.  He  removed  some  time 
in  early  life  to  Virginia,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming,  but  while  a  young  man  he  came 
to  Nicholson  township  where  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Sterling.  He  then  returned  to 
Virginia,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and 
there  remained  some  few  years.  In  1830  he 
returned  to  Fayette  county,  locating  in  Ger- 
man township,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  also  buying 
another  subsequently  in  Nicholson  township, 
of  fifty  acres.  These  he  operated  to  advant- 
age all  his  life-time  and  was  considered  one 
of  the  best  farmers  and  the  wealthiest  man 
of  his  day  in  his  township.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  five  children,  four  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity.  Mr.  Bice  was  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics. His  wife  died  in  1855,  aged  seventy 
years  and  he  died  four  years  later  aged  eigh- 
ty-two years.  Thomas  A.  Bice,  father  of 
Jasper  M.  and  son  of  Stephen,  came  with  the 
latter  to  this  county  when  he  was  eight  years 
of  age.  He  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1822,  as 
was  also  his  wife  Phidilla  Bice,  i\Iay  2,  1834. 
He  inherited  from  his  father  ninety  acres  of 
land  on  which  he  lived,  and  which  was  situat- 
ated  in  German  township  near  j\Iasontown. 
Thomas  A.  Bice  was  a  sober,  honest,  up- 
right, conscientious  man  of  good  moral  char- 
acter and  superior  business  qualities.  He 
had  the  misfortune  when  a  child  to  meet  with 
an  accident  which  crippled  him  for  life  and 
which  incapacitated  him  for  general  work  in 
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a  great  measure.  He  was  a  Democrat  politi- 
cally; religiously  a  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian. He  was  honored. by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens in  the  bestowal  of  several  of  the  town- 
ship offices  which  he  filled  with  satisfac- 
tion to  his  constituents.  His  marriage  oc- 
curred on  January  17,  1854.  This  couple 
were  the  parents  of  five  children :  Stephen, 
Jasper  Marion,  Mary  and  Elmira,  deceased, 
and  James  T.  Thomas  A.  Bice  died  in  1876 
aged  fifty-five  years;  his  wife  died  in  1892, 
August  13,  aged  fifty-eight  years.  Jasper 
Marion  Bice  was  reared  and  educated  in 
German  township  in  the  common  schools.  In 
his  early  life  he  was  engaged  in  various  pur- 
suits but  has  finally  settled  down  to  farming. 
His  present  farm  is  part  of  the  old  home- 
stead which  was  purchased  by  his  grand- 
father. Mr.  Bice  is  a  good  citizen  and  a 
practical  farmer.  On  August  12,  1885,  he 
was  joined  in  marriage  to  j\Iiss  Leah  M., 
daughter  of  Moral  and  Mary  E.  Bice.  To 
tliis  union  five  children  were  born,  three 
dying  in  infancy.  Those  living  are :  Mary, 
born  June  12,  1891,  and  Jasper  M.,  born  July 
19,  1895.  ]Mrs.  Leah  Bice  was  born  July  17, 
1866.  Mr.  Bice  is  a  member  of  Colfax 
Lodge,  No.  565,  L  O.  O.  F.  He  has  been 
through  all  the  chairs  and  has  served  as 
representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State. 

Dorcas  Ross  is  an  estimable  maiden  lady 
residing  near  Masontown,  this  county,  on  a 
farm  which  has  come  down  to  her  from  her 
ancestors.  She  is  thoroughly  conversant 
with  all  the  secrets  of  agriculture  and  super- 
intends her  own  farm.  She  was  born  Janu- 
ary 3,  1827,  where  she  now  resides  and  where 
she  has  always  remained.  Her  great-grand- 
father was  Robert  Ross  and  his  wife  was 
Dorcas    (Andrews)    Ross.     He    came    from 


Ireland  many  years  previous  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  settling  near  Masontown  and 
owned  most  of  the  land  in  what  is  now  Ger- 
man township.  He  reared  six  children : 
Robert,  Moses,  Joseph,  John,  Hananiah,  and 
Warwick.  He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety. 
Her  grandfather  was  named  Robert  also,  and 
was  born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try with  his  father.  His  wife's  name  was 
Dorcas  Slarse.  He  was  quite  a  speculator 
and  an  energetic  man  in  business  affairs ;  he 
was  an  extensive  land  owner,  his  tract  em- 
bracing nine  hundred  acres.  He  was  com- 
missioned captain  and  served  in  the  war  of 
1812.  He  and  his  wife  lived  to  be  advanced 
in  years  after  rearing  a  family  consisting  of: 
Nancy,  Jane,  Joseph,  John.  Her  father  was 
John  Ross,  born  on  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  his  daughter.  He  was  a  stirring  business 
man  and  was  wealthy  for  his  day.  He  was 
an  extensive  boat  builder,  running  them  to 
various  towns  on  the  ]\Ionongahela  river 
where  he  disposed  of  them,  and  owned  a 
large  farm  which  he  operated.  He  was 
largely  interested  in  stock  which  he  drove 
over  the  mountains  to  the  various  markets 
south  and  east.  In  1817  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Wall  and  their  family  numbered  nine 
children :  Caroline,  Hananiah,  Exaveria, 
Alexander,  Dorcas,  Joseph,  John,  Moses  and 
William ;  five  of  whom  still  live,  Exaveria, 
Dorcas,  Joseph,  John  and  William.  Joseph, 
William  and  Dorcas  are  living  on  the  old 
homestead  and  all  are  single.  John  Ross 
died  August  i,  1865,  aged  ninety-three  years, 
and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  September  10,  1883, 
aged  ninety-six  years.  The  family  is  Pres- 
byterian in  religious  faith. 

Thom.vs  ^I.  H.artley,  a  young  and  pros- 
perous farmer  and  a  resident  of  Germ-n 
township,  was  born  in  Monongahela  townsh  p, 
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Greene  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  26, 
1862.  He  is  a  son  of  Noah  M.  and  Sarah 
(Morgan)  Hartley,  both  natives  of  Greene 
county;  the  former  born  October  3,  1834, 
and  the  latter  March  5,  1835.  Noah  M. 
Hartley  is  one  of  Greene  county's  successful 
farmers,  a  man  prominent  in  agricultural  cir- 
cles, and  whose  counsel  is  sought  for  and  re- 
lied upon  by  many  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
owns  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  valuable 
land  in  Greene  county,  and  one  farm  in  Fay- 
ette county.  He  is  a  staunch  Democrat  in 
politics,  and  upholds  with  his  voice  and  vote 
the  principles  of  his  party's  platform.  His 
family  consists  of  seven  children :  Oscar  F., 
Thomas  M.,  Josephus  L.,  John  M.,  Sarah  M., 
Rebecca  E.  and  Edgar  M.  (deceased).  Mr. 
Hartley  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist church,  and  are  worthy  people,  who  en- 
joy the  full  confidence  of  their  neighbors. 
Mr.  Noah  M.  Hartley  has  held  several  town- 
ship offices  with  honor,  and  filled  them 
in  a  creditable  manner.  He  and  his  wife  are 
now  enjoying  life  at  the  ages  of  sixty-five 
and  sixty-four  respectively.  Thomas  H. 
Hartley  is  the  second  child  in  order  of  age 
of  his  family.  He  was  reared  in  Greene 
county,  where  he  also  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools.  He  has  chosen  for 
his  vocation  in  life,  that  of  a  farmer.  He 
has,  however,  followed  other  side  issues;  at 
one  time  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  the 
quarrying  of  flag  stones,  at  which  he  was 
successful  not  only  from  a  mechanical,  but 
also  from  a  financial  point  of  view.  While 
Mr.  Hartley  is  comparatively  a  young  man, 
yet  he  is  u])-to-datc  as  a  farmer,  and  also  a 
general  Inisiness  man.  He  has  proved  a 
great  source  of  convenience  to  his  neighbors 
in  acting  as  nursery  agent  for  them,  from  and 
tln-ough  whom  Ihey  can  get  stock  upon 
which   they   can   rely.     He  has   held   several 


township  offices,  such  as  school  director, 
supervisor,  etc.  On  January  5,  1881,  he  was 
joined  in  marriage  _to  Miss  Cora  E.,  daughter 
of  Jesse  and  Patience  Herbert.  To  this 
union  have  been  born  four  sons :  Laurence 
W.,  born  October  7,  1882;  Minor  L.,  April 
6,  1885;  Clyde  T.,  November  30,  1888;  Silas 
N.,  May  17,  1895.  Mrs.  Cora  E.  Hartley  was 
born  in  Fayette  county,  February  16,  1861. 
Mr.  Hartley  owns  a  fine  farm  in  Greene  coun- 
ty, besides  the  one  upon  which  he  now  re- 
sides, in  Fayette  county,  consisting  of  one 
hundred  and  two  acres.  He  removed  from 
Greene  to  this  county  in  1882,  and  is  count- 
ed by  his  neighbors  as  one  of  the  progres- 
sive farmers  of  his  township. 

William  Sil.vs  IMoser,  farmer  and  coal 
speculator,  is  a  young  business  man  of  Ger- 
man township.  He  was  born  in  the  above 
named  township,  December  9,  1865,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  S.  and  Eliza  J.  Moser,  both  na- 
tives of  this  county.  The  former  was  born 
in  1834,  and  the  latter  in  1835.  John  S. 
Moser  was  a  farmer  in  German  township, 
owning  sixty  acres.  While  he  was  not  a 
large  farmer,  yet  he  was  a  prosperous  one, 
raising  as  much  on  his  sixty  acres  as  some 
raised  on  twice  the  amount  of  land.  He  was 
an  active  Republican.  He  served  two  terms 
as  tax  collector,  by  appointment  of  the  coun- 
ty commissioners.  He  was  a  member  of 
Valley  Lodge,  No.  459,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  also 
of  Colfax  Lodge,  No.  565,  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows.  His  children  w-ere :  A. 
E.,  Maggie  M.,  Allen  W.,  Ross,  Wm.  S., 
David  R.  (deceased).  Amy  A.,  wife  of  Porter 
A.  McShane,  and  Jennie  B.  John  S.  Moser 
died  September  26,  1893,  aged  fifty-nine. 
His  wife's  death  occurred  April  19,  1896. 
William  S.  Moser,  the  second  son  of  John  S. 
and  Eliza  J.  Moser,  was  reared  and  educated 
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in  the  township  in  which  he  was  born.  In 
his  younger  days  he  followed  agricultural 
purstiits,  and  lived  at  home  until  he  reached 
his  twenty-fourth  year,  at  which  time  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Carrie  J.,  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Mary  F.  Rider,  September  26,  1889.  To 
this  union  there  were  born  two  children : 
Wm.  E.,  born  August  15,  1892,  and  Carrie  J., 
March  i,  1896.  j\Irs.  Carrie  J.  Moser  was 
born  January  28,  1872.  She  died  March  6, 
1896.  Politically,  Mr.  Moser  is  a  staunch 
Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran church.  Mr.  Moser  is  an  active  busi- 
ness man,  a  keen  sighted  and  far  thinking 
man.  He  optioned  about  three  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  coal  land,  of 
which  he  effected  a  sale,  much  to  his  own  as 
well  as  to  the  advantage  of  the  owners  of  the 
real  estate.  The  sum  of  five  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  dollars  changed  hands 
through  this  deal.  The  circulation  of  this 
money  through  the  county  was  due  to  the 
business  ability  of  Mr.  Moser. 

Alexander  Mack,  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  and  leading  merchant  of 
Masontown,  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  was  born 
in  German  township,  Fayette  county,  Pa., 
March  18,  1834,  of  German  descent.  His 
father.  Rev.  Jacob  Mack,  was  a  grandson  of 
Alexander  Alack,  the  founder  of  the  German 
Baptist  denomination.  His  mother  w^as  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Longanecker  and  half 
sister  of  Jacob  F.  Longanecker,  an  early 
commissioner  of  Fayette  county.  He  lived 
with  and  worked  for  his  father  until  1857  and 
attended  the  short  terms  of  winter  school, 
pursuing  his  studies  during  leisure  hours  in  , 
the  summer  time.  In  the  fall  of  1857  he  un- 
derwent a  rigorous  examination  conducted 
by  Superintendent  J.  V.  Gibbons,  resulting  in 
his    receiving:   an    enviable    certificate    which 


was  followed  the  next  year  by  a  professional 
one.  He  taught  school  winter  and  summer 
(one  summer  excepted)  until  April,  i8(')5, 
when  he  and  S.  R.  Provins,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Mack  &  Provins,  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business.  In  1868  he  bought  Mr. 
Provins"  interest  and  has  been  engaged  in 
that  business  up  to  the  present  time.  He 
married  Miss  Elmira  Josephine,  daughter  of 
Jas.  M.  and  Elizabeth  Allebaugh.  Her  par- 
ents also,  were  of  German  descent.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  :^,Iack  had  one  child,  a  daughter,  C. 
Lenora,  who  married  Wm.  Sterling,  to  which 
union  is  left  one  daughter,  Lilian.  In  re- 
ligious denominational  matters  his  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  German  Baptist  church. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  from  principle 
and  not  from  a  desire  for  office,  for  in  this 
direction,  except  in  his  borough,  he  never 
asked  for  office  and  refused  to  seek  nomina- 
tions when  election  was  assured.  He  was 
earnest  in  his  efforts  to  make  a  borough  out 
of  Masontown  and  when  decreed  the  court 
appointed  him  judge  of  the  first  election. 
He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  council  and 
so  on  year  after  year  for  eight  years,  when 
he  refused  a  further  nomination.  Every  new 
enterprise  and  business  that  tends  to  improve 
the  interest  and  morals  of  the  people  has  re- 
ceived his  encouragement  by  influence,  labor 
and  means.  The  last  of  importance  was  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Masontown,  which 
commenced  business  July  16,  1900,  and  of 
which  he  is  president. 

Charles  William  Weltner,  of  the  firm 
of  Weltner  &  Dunaway,  of  Fairchance 
borough,  was  born  in  German  township,  this 
county,  September  24,  1854.  He  is  a  son  of 
Jacob  D.  and  the  late  Margaret  E.  (Gray) 
Weltner.  The  former  is  a  native  of  Fayette, 
the  latter  of  Greene  county.  Pa.     Jacob  D. 
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Weltner  is  a  practical  farmer,  and  a  resident 
of  Greene  county,  where  he  is  highly  respect- 
ed. His  wife  died  December  21,  1881. 
Their  family  consisted  of  seven  children,  five 
of  whom  are  living:  Chas.  W.,  Minnie  and 
Daisy  (twins).  Pearl  and  Eunice.  William 
Gray,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Chas.  W. 
Weltner,  although  of  little  education,  yet 
abounded  in  natural  genius,  was  deliberate  in 
thought  but  quick  in  action.  His  first  money 
was  made  by  peddling  from  house  to  house. 
After  he  accumulated  money  enough  to  ac- 
complish his  object,  he  removed  to  Balti- 
more, Md.,  where  he  began  to  deal  in  live 
stock,  and  sold  on  conuuission.  He  remain- 
ed in  this  business  continuously  and  success- 
fully up  to  September  9,  1885,  when  he  died. 
About  1859  he  started  a  distillery  at  Gray's 
landing  (called  after  him),  which  he  also  car- 
ried on  extensively  till  his  death.  During 
liis  life  he  owned  al:)out  four  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Fayette  and  Greene  counties, 
Pennsylavnia,  and  Mason  county,  West  Vir- 
,  ginia.  He  was  a  man  for  whom  nature  did 
much,  he  was  a  self-made  man,  through  and 
through.  Chas.  W.  Weltner  was  reared  in 
Greene  county  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  West  A'irginia  university,  Wash- 
ington-Jefferson college  and  at  Bethany  (W. 
A'a.)  college.  After  the  expiration  of  his 
school  days  he  entered  the  store  of  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  William  Gray,  where  he 
continued  for  twelve  years.  After  his  grand- 
father's death  he  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  jnirsuits,  which  he  prosecuted 
with  marked  success  until  1895,  at  which  time 
he  removed  to  Fairchance.  Having  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  distilling  busi- 
ness, which  was  obtained  during  the  time  he 
was  employed  in  his  grandfather's  distillery, 
he  and  A.  B.  Dunaway  pmxhased  an  outfit 
and  properly  from  D.  J.  Johnson,  and  began 


the  manufacture  of  pure  rye  whiskies.  They 
are  doing  a  good  business  in  their  line,  with 
a  capacity  of  their  plant  to  turn  out  eight 
hundred  barrels  per  annum.  On  June  2^, 
1880,  Mr.  Weltner  was  joined  in  marriage 
to  A^irginia,  daughter  of  J.  W^  and  Anna 
Horn.  To  this  union  two  children  have  been 
born :  Edwin  Gray  and  Garnet  Genevieve 
Weltner.  Mrs.  Weltner  was  born  in  Greens- 
burg,  Pa.,  September  29,  1858,  her  father 
having  been  a  prominent  merchant  of  that 
town.  Mr.  Weltner  is  a  member  of  Valley 
Lodge,  No.  459,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Union  Chapter, 
No.  165,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Uniontown  Com- 
mandery.  No.  49,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  Junior  O.  U. 
A.  M.     Mr.  Weltner  is  a  Republican. 

Augustus  M.  Frederick,  proprietor  of 
the  "Fairchance  Roller  Mills,"  is  a  native  of 
Allegany  county,  Md.,  and  was  born  Novem- 
ber 14,  1852.  His  parents  are  William  and 
Annis  (Shell)  Frederick,  natives  respectively 
of  Rappahanock  county,  Va.,  and  Hardy 
(now  Grant)  county,  W.  Va.  They  removed 
to  Fayette  county  in  i860,  locating  near 
Smithfield,  where  ]\Ir.  Frederick  carried  on 
the  milling  business.  In  1888  they  removed 
to  Maryland,  and  now  reside  near  Markleys- 
burg.  Pa.  William  Frederick  was  one  of  the 
best  millers  in  Maryland,  as  well  as  in  this 
county.  His  popularity  was  such  that  it  en- 
lianced  his  custom,  and  his  work  along  the 
various  lines  of  milling  could  not  be  surpass- 
ed. He  was  a  Democrat,  and  a  Baptist,  and 
naturally  a  humanitarian.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  four  children :  Ella  V.,  A.  M.,  Maria 
and  Wm.  Augustus  Frederick  was  eight 
years  old  when  he  came  to  this  county  with 
his  parents,  consequently  he  received  his 
early  training  and  education  in  the  common 
schools   of   Fayette   county,   and  finished   at 
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Georges  Creek  academy.  Being  associated 
with  his  father  so  long  he  became  conversant 
with  mining  in  all  of  its  branches,  and  is  an 
expert  at  the  business.  In  1878  he  left  the 
association  of  his  father  and  took  charge  of 
a  mill  in  West  Virginia,  where  he  remained 
a  few  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  this 
county,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
worked  in  Uniontow.n  one  year.  After  that 
he  took  charge  of  the  Cool  Spring  mill, 
where  he  stayed  nine  years.  In  1895  h^  ^^' 
moved  to  Fairchance,  where  he  purchased 
the  mill  property  of  N.  Savage.  This  he  has 
improved  both  within  and  without.  He  has 
equipped  his  plant  with  the  latest  improved 
milling  machinery,  and  manufactures  all 
kinds  of  flour  except  buckwheat.  His  estab- 
lishment is  known  as  the  "Fairchance  Roller 
JNIills."  He  manufactures  the  highest  grades 
of  flour ;  his  choice  brands  are  "Kitchen 
Queen,"  and  "Our  Best  Patent."  Not  only 
is  Mr.  Frederick  a  good  miller,  but  a  popular 
man  among  his  townsmen.  He  is  now  serv- 
ing as  councilman  of  his  borough.  He  was 
married  to  Ruth  E.,  daughter  of  Warwick 
and  Mary  (Moore)  Miller,  February  8,  1872. 
They  had  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Albert  M.,  Eva  P.,  Etta  M.,  and  Aaron 
W.  Mrs.  Frederick  was  born  at  Searights, 
April  5,  1849.  Albert,  the  second  son,  was 
only  sixteen  years  old  when  he  took  charge 
of  the  "Star  Mills"  as  head  miller.  Albert 
Frederick  is  the  youngest  head  miller  in  the 
United  States  according  to  milling  author- 
ities. ]\Ir.  Frederick  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  ]Mr.  Frederick 
is  a  Republican  politically. 

Col.  James  Robinson,  deceased,  was  a 
highly  respected  gentleman  and  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  Fairchance,  and  had  been  for 
thirty  years  connected  with  the  iron  indus- 


try, and  a  man  in  whom  his  employers  put 
entire  confidence.  He  was  born  in  George's 
township,  November  27,  1806,  and  was  a  son 
of  John  and  x^Iary  (McClain)  Robinson. 
John  Robinson  was  born  near  Carlisle 
in  1775,  removed  to  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty, and  in  1780  came  to  Fayette  coun- 
ty where  he  settled  in  Georges  township. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Marj'  McClain 
in  1805 ;  and  to  this  union  two  children 
were  born :  James  and  Samuel.  John  Mc- 
Clain was  a  native  of  Scotland  and  came 
to  Virginia  in  1760,  and  afterwards  settled 
on  the  Miami  river  near  Dayton,  Ohio. 
He  was  a  strict  Presbyterian.  The  Robin- 
sons are  of  Irisli  extraction,  the  paternal 
grandfather  having  been  born  in  that  coun- 
try. Col.  James  Robinson  was  reared  in 
Georges  township,  and  educated  at  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  in  early  life  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  At  the  age  of  twent3'-eight 
he  took  charge  of  the  Springhill  store  for  J. 
[  K.  Duncan.  He  afterwards  superintended 
iron  interests  for  him,  but  was  soon  employed 
by  jNIr.  Oliphant  as  superintendent.  Here 
he  continued  for  thirty  years.  Col.  Robin- 
son was  very  popular  with  all  his  men  as  well 
as  \vith  his  employer.  He  was  a  genius  in 
his  line  of  work  and  worked  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  j\Ir.  Oliphant,  a  fact  which  the  lat- 
ter did  not  forget  but  highly  appreciated. 
He  was  far-sighted  in  his  business  transac- 
tions, another  fact  which  made  him  invalu- 
able to  his  employer.  Mr.  Robinson  was 
twice  married,  first  to  j\lrs.  Catherine 
Saoams,  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  January 
27,  1857,  to  whom  were  born  three  children : 
^Margaret  A.,  John  T.  and  Emma  C,  now  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Robinson  next  married  Miss 
Lavinia,  daughter  of  the  late  James  and  Jane 
(Phillips)  Caldwell,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
February  13,  1865.     To  this  union  two  chil- 
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(Iren  were  born,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Robinson  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the 
State  militia  by  Governor  Wolf  in  1830.  Mr. 
Robinson  was  one  of  the  first  school  direc- 
tors in  Georges  township.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  director  of  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  from 
Uniontown  to  Connellsville,  and  also  a  direc- 
tor for  a  number  of  years  of  the  Peoples 
Bank  of  Uniontown.  Mr.  Robinson  was  a 
great  friend  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  He 
was  by  nature  a  peace-maker,  whose  counsel 
was  sought  by  many.  He  died  April  11, 
1891,  universally  regretted.  His  widow  sur- 
vives him.  She  was  born  in  Smithfield, 
Alarch  17,  1827,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
I'resbyterian  church. 

Benjamiint  Franklin  Goodwin  is  one  of 
the  leading  farmers  and  self-made  men  of 
Fayette  county.  He  is  a  resident  of  Georges 
township,  and  one  of  its  model  farmers.  He 
was  born  in  West  Virginia  (then  Virginia), 
June  29,  1827,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Margaret  (Griffith)  Goodwin.  Joseph  Good- 
win was  a  farmer  of  very  limited  means,  but 
honest  and  industrious,  an  inheritance  which 
he  passed  down  to  his  descendants.  He  re- 
moved from  A  irginia  to  Fayette  county  in 
1832,  and  located  near  Smithfield,  vidiere  he 
]iurchased  a  small  place  of  a  few  acres  and 
where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1879.  His 
wife,  Margaret,  died  in  the  '6o's.  They  were 
both  worthy  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Prcslnterian  church.  They  had  ten  children. 
six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  two  of 
whom  survive.  Two  of  their  sons,  Ambrose 
and  Levi,  gave  their  lives  for  the  Union. 
Ambrose  Goodwin  was  in  the  front  at  Pitts- 
Inirg  Landing  and  was  never  heard  of  after 
that  great  battle.  Levi  Cjoodwin  was  mor- 
tally wounded  at  Winclicster  during  the  final 
days  of  fighting  around  Richmond  and  died 


in  a  hospital  at  Baltimore.  Benjamin  F. 
Goodwin  was  reared  and  educated  in  \'ir- 
ginia  and  Pennsylvania,  and  always  followed 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  began  life  with 
both  hands  empty,  but  with  a  strong  deter- 
mination to  make  life  a  success.  He  has  well 
fulfilled  his  most  sanguine  expectations.  He 
saw  a  large  world  before  him  with  plenty  of 
room  at  the  front,  therefore,  with  manly  and 
rapid  strides,  he  has  taken  a  front  position. 
He  made  his  first  purchase  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty-three  acres  of  land  in  Georges 
township,  where  he  now  resides,  in  1858.  This 
he  beautified  in  various  ways.  In  after  vears 
he  found  that  his  first  purchase  was  large 
enough  for  a  garden  spot,  and  bought  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  acres  more  on  which 
to  raise  farm  produce.  In  1894  he  abandon- 
ed his  old  brick  house  for  a  modern  structure 
of  large  and  commodious  dimensions,  which 
he  built  and  furnished  in  the  same  year.  On 
November  3,  1857,  he  married  Mary  E., 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Asenath  Britt,  who 
bore  him  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Asenath,  Chas.  R.,  Walter  M.,  Clara, 
Britt,  Frank  P.,  Centennial  and  Nora  B. 
Mrs.  Benj.  F.  Goodwin  was  born  in  Fayette 
county  in  1831,  and  passed  from  this  life  in 
1S94.  She  and  her  husband  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  a  relation  he  still 
sustains.  He  is  a  man  respected  for  his  hon- 
esty, activity  and  loyalty  to  his  county,  his 
home  and  his  God. 

Otho  Victor,  deceased,  was  one  of  Fay- 
ette county's  active  and  prosperous  business 
men.  He  was  born  in  Georges  township  Au- 
gust i8,  1 82 1,  where  he  lived  and  labored  all 
his  lifetime.  He  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  Victor,  who  were  of  Irish  and  Dutch 
parentage.  Joseph  Victor  purchased  the 
Lewis  property,  upon  which  was  situated  a 
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(charcoal)  was  superior  to  but  more  expen- 
sively tor  some  years,  native  ore  being  in 
abundance  on  his  own  farm  to  supply  all  de- 
mands of  the  furnace.  This  class  of  iron 
(charcoal)  was  superior  to  and  more  expen- 
sive than  the  coke  iron  wliich  was  subse- 
quently manufactured  at  other  points,  hence 
the  former  was  abandoned ;  this  of  course 
closed  up  j\Ir.  A'ictor's  furnace  in  1838.  Jo- 
seph Victor  was  quite  an  active  man  in  his 
younger  days  and  was  extremely  prosperous 
and  popular.  Politically  he  was  Democratic  ; 
religiously  he  was  a  Roman  Catholic.  He 
died  April  13,  1882.  His  son  Otho  succeeded 
him  in  his  possessions,  which  were  consider- 
able, the  land  tract  amounting  to  five  him- 
dred  acres  of  good  timber.  While  there  was 
land  enough  to  cultivate,  yet  Otho  confined 
himself  principally  to  lumbering  and  the 
burning  of  charcoal.  Mr.  Victor  was  an  en- 
terprising man,  thoroughgoing  in  all  his  un- 
dertakings, a  good,  loyal  citizen,  an  affection- 
ate husband  and  a  loving  father.  He  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Swaney,  a  native  of  Virginia, 
by  whom  he  had  fifteen  children,  thirteen  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity  and  twelve  are  now 
living:  John  S.,  Mary  E.,  Eliza  J\I.,  Lizzie, 
Joseph,  Samuel  S.,  Frances,  Dora,  Jacob, 
Jarrett,  David  and  Anna.  Mr.  Otho  Victor 
died  jNIarch  21,  1877.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  September  6,  1831,  survives  him  and  is 
a  consistent  member  of  the  M.  E.  church. 
Samuel  S.  Motor  is  the  seventh  of  his  father's 
children  in  order  of  age ;  was  born  where 
his  father  was,  on  the  same  farm  he  now  oc- 
cupies by  succession  as  his  father  did  before 
him.  He  was  born  August  6,  1859.  Here  he 
was  reared  and  educated  and  has  lived  and 
toiled  almost  all  his  life.  He  farms  more  ex- 
tensively than  his  father  and  at  the  same  time 
follows  the  lumber  and  timber  trade  to  a 
great  extent,  his  lare^e  tract  of  land  furnish- 


ing abundance  of  it.  February  28,  1889,  he 
married  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  S.  and 
Mary  A,  Bell,  of  Washington  county.  They 
have  two  children.  Bertha  and  John  R.,  born 
respectively  August  17,  1891,  and  September 
9,  1894.  ]\Irs.  Samuel  S.  Victor  was  born  in 
Washington  county,  November  28,  1864. 
She,  with  her  husband,  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  church.  Politically  Mr.  Victor  is  in 
harmony  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  en- 
joys the  full  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
His  children  are  the  fourth  generation  that 
has  lived  and  labored  on  the  same  farm. 
The  name  of  Victor  is  widely  known  and 
much  respected  over  the  entire  county. 

JoHX  Breakiron,  farmer,  is  a  resident  of 
Georges  township  and  one  of  its  worthy  citi- 
zens. He  was  born  in  Nicholson  township, 
this  county,  October  11,  1827.  His  parents 
were  George  and  Hannah  (Genoe)  Break- 
iron.  The  former  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
the  latter  of  New  Jersey.  They  removed  to 
Fayette  county  previous  to  their  marriage 
and  located  in  Nicholson  township,  where  he 
resided  and  followed  the  vocation  of  forge- 
man.  In  after  years  he  rented  a  farm  on 
which  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years.  Sub- 
seqtientl}-,  as  he  became  old,  and  his  life 
drew  to  a  close  he  lived  with  his  son  Jacob 
in  Georges  township.  Here  he  remained  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  in  1878.  His 
wife  died  some  years  previously.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  ten  children.  John,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  is  the  only  surviving  mem- 
ber of  the  family.  He  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Nicholson  and  Georges  townships. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  to  work  for 
himself;  he  soon  earned  enough  to  purchase 
a  threshing  machine  which  he  ran  success- 
fully for  a  number  of  years.  In  1895,  on  ac- 
count of  failing  health,  he  abandoned  it  and 
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now  tries  to  content  himself  on  a  farm  of 
ninet}'  acres  of  fertile  soil.  He  is  not  only  a 
good  man  with  a  threshing  machine,  but  he 
is  also  a  practical  farmer  and  a  man  in  whom 
his  neighbors  trust.  November  4,  1855,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Laverna,  daughter  of 
James  and  Maggie  Ewing,  to  whom  ten  chil- 
dren were  born,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity and  are  still  living:  George  W.,  \\'il- 
liam  J.,  Ewing,  John  H.,  Armenta,  Anabel, 
Charles  and  Magdalene.  Mrs.  Breakiron 
was  born  in  Georges  township  September  4, 
1837.  She  died  January  27,  1898.  In  early 
life  Mr.  Breakiron  and  his  wife  united  with 
the  M.  E.  church  to  which  they  ever  proved 
faithful. 

Dr.  Hknrv  Bernard  Mathiot  (de- 
ceased).— There  is  no  profession  more  sa- 
cred, nor  calling  more  helpful;  no  vocation 
more  holy  than  that  filled  by  the  conscien- 
tious physician.  No  tie  among  strangers  is 
so  strong  as  that  which  holds  the  patient  and 
his  physical  adviser  together.  The  doctor 
stands  at  the  threshold  of  time  to  receive  into 
being  young  manhood  and  womanhood ;  he 
accompanies  them  through  all  the  ills  they  are 
heir  to,  and  when  they  have  acted  their  parts 
in  the  great  di^ama  of  life  he  soothes  them 
in  their  last  hours  and  gently  ushers  them 
out  into  the  great  unknown.  When  we  add 
to  the  calling  of  physician  that  of  minister 
and  combine  them  both  in  one  man,  how 
great  the  responsibility !  How  wonderful 
the  achievements  !  How  triumphant  the  ef- 
fects !  How  lasting  the  results!  It  is  with 
pleasure,  therefore,  that  we  record  the  life 
of  one  who  has  meritoriously  filled  both  of 
the  above-named  offices  with  honor  and  dis- 
tinction in  the  person  of  Dr.  Henry  Bernard 
]\Iathiot.  He  was  born  August  30,  181 5,  at 
Conncllsville,  Fayette  county,  Pa.     His  par- 


ents were  George  and  Ruth  (Davies)  Math- 
iot, natives  of  Maryland. 

George  Mathiot  was  the  son  of  Jean  ^lath- 
iot  and  Catherine  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Jean  James  Bernard,  mayor  of  Dam- 
pierrc,  France.  They  were  married  in  1753, 
and  came  to  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  1754.  They 
had  three  sons,  Christian,  John  and  George. 
George  Mathiot  was  born  October  13,  1759. 
He  grew  to  manhood  showing  all  the  traits 
of  a  well-bred  gentleman  as  well  as  the  latent 
qualities  of  a  soldier  inherited  from  his  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  who  was  a  French  officer 
and  charged  the  priests  at  the  massacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew  with  his  soldiers  that  innocent 
bloodshed  might  be  averted.  In  the  dark 
days  of  English  oppression  on  November  18, 
1776,  George  Mathiot  enlisted  in  the  Conti- 
nental army,  fought  bravely  and  well  for  free- 
dom and  liberty,  and  at  the  close  of  the  vic- 
torious struggle  was  honorably  discharged. 
He  subsequently  located  at  Elk  Ridge  Land- 
ing, Md.,  where  on  October  31,  1787,  he  was 
married  to  a  beautiful  and  estimable  Quaker- 
ess, Miss  Ruth,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Ruth 
Davies,  of  Anne  Arundel  county,  Md.  In 
1796  he  removed  to  Conncllsville  and  was 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  place.  He 
served  for  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  was 
a  leading  and  influential  member  of  the  M. 
E.  church  and  prominent  also  in  secular  af- 
fairs until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  4, 
1840,  aged  eighty-one  years.  He  was  com- 
missioned justice  of  the  peace  in  1800,  and 
served  until  old  age  compelled  him  to  re- 
lin(]uish  his  hold  upon  public  services.  There 
were  eleven  children  born  to  George  and 
Ruth  Mathiot :  Col.  Jacob  D.,  a  large  iron 
manufacturer  and  member  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature  in  1833 ;  Eliza,  wife  of  Col. 
Davidson,  who  refused  to  surrender  under 
Hull  at  Detroit  in   1812;  Catherine;  Mary; 
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Hon.  Joshua  D.,  of  Ohio,  a  member  of  con- 
gress in  1842,  and  a  prominent  lawyer;  Cas- 
sandra ;  John  ;  Susan  ;  Ann  'M. ;  George  F., 
and  Dr.  Henry  B. 

Dr.  Henry  B.  JMathiot  received  liis  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  while  yet  a 
mere  boy  began  the  real  battle  of  life.  He 
served  as  a  clerk  with  his  brother  Jacob  D. 
at  Ross  iron  works,  faithfully  and  well,  and 
developed  that  stufif  out  of  which  good  men 
and  true  are  made.  He  was  remarkable  for 
courage  and  self-reliance,  traits  of  character 
which  stood  by  him  in  his  upward  and  on- 
ward course  in  life.  In  1837  he  removed  to 
Ohio,  where  he  read  medicine  under  Dr.  An- 
derson Brown  until  1S40,  when  he  returned 
to  his  native  county  and  began  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  Smithfield  as  an  undergradu- 
ate, which  was  the  custom  in  those  days.  He 
graduated  from  Jefferson  ^ledical  college, 
Philadelphia,  in  1852,  and  from  that  time  up 
to  his  death  he  ranked  at  the  head  of  his  pro- 
fession in  his  conniiunity.  He  was  deliberate 
in  his  judgment,  quick  in  his  perception 
and  sympathetic  in  a  large  degree.  He  was 
always  pleasant  and  cheerful  in  the  sick  room 
— indeed  nature  fitted  liim  for  his  profession. 
He  was  in  love  with  it.  His  physical  endur- 
ance was  phenomenal.  For  twenty-five  years 
his  professional  field  embraced  a  territory 
that  made  an  average  travel  of  thirty  miles 
per  day,  and  this  was  done  in  the  saddle.  He 
answered  all  calls,  night  and  day.  On  Alarch 
19.  1S44,  he  was  married  to  Aliss  Rebekah 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Col.  Thomas  and  Rebecca 
(Brown)  Brownfield.  They  had  ten  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living:  Caroline;  Ida  M. 
F.,  wife  of  Dr.  Longanecker ;  Perie  A.,  and 
Dr.  E.  B.,  a  specialist  in  diseases  of  the  eye, 
car,  nose  and  throat,  who  was  graduated 
from  Jef¥erson  Medical  college  in  1882,  and 
practiced  at  West  Newton,  Pa.,  until   i' 


after  which  he  attended  the  celebrated 
schools  of  medicine  in  Germany  and  France, 
that  he  might  fit  himself  for  the  foremost 
place  in  his  profession ;  this  he  has  accom- 
plished with  marked  ability,  and  is  now  en- 
joying a  most  enviable  practice  in  the  city 
of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Dr.  H.  B.  Mathiot  was 
closely  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church.  He  was  an  elder  of  that  aggres- 
sive body,  was  made  deacon  by  Bishop  Mor- 
ris in  1859  and  was  ordained  elder  by  Bishop 
Simpson  in  1872  and  was  active  in  filling  the 
various  pulpits  of  his  county.  Not  only 
Methodists  sought  his  services,  but  other  de- 
nominations. In  politics  he  was  a  decided 
Republican.  He  was  an  easy,  fluent  and  im- 
pressive speaker.  His  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  church,  a  lady  of  refinement  and 
culture,  whose  great  care  was  the  comfort  of 
her  husband  and  the  happiness  of  her  chil- 
dren. Her  father,  Col.  Thomas  Brownfield, 
was  an  officer  of  the  United  States  in  the 
war  of  1812.  He  was  an  extensive  tanner 
in  connection  with  his  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  served  for  many  years  as  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  his  family  numbered  twelve  chil- 
dren, ten  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  He 
died  in  1840,  and  his  wife  in  1878.  Thomas 
Brownfield  was  the  son  of  Charles  Brown- 
field, who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
count}'. 

Mrs.  Rebekah  R.  Mathiot  is  still  living. 
Her  husband  passed  from  his  arduous  labors 
in  this  world  to  his  rest  beyond  on  February 
24,  1894. 

Stephen  Richards  (deceased)  was  one  of 
the  active  business  men  of  his  day,  a  man 
whose  genius  and  enterprise  put  him  head 
and  shoulders  above  his  associates  in  busi- 
ness, and  had  it  not  been  for  the  hand  of 
death  laid  upon  him  just  as  his  clouds  were 


1096 


NELSON'S  BIOGRAPHICAL  DICTIONARY 


dispelling,  time  would  have  attested  the  truth 
of  this  statement.  Stephen  Richards  was 
born  in  Winchester,  Virginia,  February  25, 
1795.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Georges  township,  having  been  brought  to 
the  county  when  one  year  old.  His  first  wife, 
Ann,  daughter  of  Nathan  Brownfield,  was 
born  in  1809.  To  this  union  eight  children 
were  born,  one  of  whom  is  William,  now  liv- 
ing in  Galesburg,  III,  a  prosperous  attorney. 
Mr.  Richards'  first  enterprise  was  the  pot- 
tery business,  about  1820.  At  this  he  suc- 
ceeded. He  took  i'.is  ware  by  boat  to  New 
Orleans,  where  he  made  advantageous  sales. 
This  business  he  followed  for  several  years, 
but  finally  abandoned  it  for  the  mercantile 
trade,  in  which  he  continued  for  fifteen  years. 
At  this  time  he  removed  to  Pittsburg,  where 
he  established  himself  and  was  pre-eminently 
successful.  In  1854  he  returned  to  Smith- 
field,  where  he  built  a  foundry,  having  pre- 
viously purchased  the  right  to  manufacture 
the  "Little  Giant  Crusher,"  a  portable  feed 
mill,  but  just  on  the  eve  of  firing  up  the  fur- 
nace, sickness  interfered  and  the  enterprise 
was  abandoned,  for  he  never  recovered  from 
the  paralytic  shock  which  he  then  received 
and  which  confined  him  to  his  room  for  seven 
years.  He  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  anti- 
slavery,  and  with  pleasure  heard  Dr.  Mathiot 
read  the  President's  Emancipation  Procla- 
mation and  smiled  as  it  was  finished,  too 
weak  and  helpless  to  make  any  other  demon- 
stration. He  died  peacefully  a  few  davs 
later,  IMarch  i,  1863.  Politically  he  was  a 
staunch  Republican ;  religiously  a  Baptist. 
Socially  he  was  pleasing,  good  company,  a 
fine  conversationalist ;  a  man  who  knew  how 
to  receive  a  .stranger  or  entertain  a  friend. 
He  was  a  great  peace-maker,  a  good  coun- 
selor, and  did  all  the  legal  writing  for  the 
neighborhood.      His   second   wife   was   Mrs. 


Hannah  Lyons,  whom  he  married  September 
27,  1842,  and  they  had  five  children,  one  of 
whom,  Dr.  Clayton  W^.,  is  now  living.  Mrs. 
Hannah  Richards  was  born  at  Carlisle,  Pa., 
in  1809,  and  is  still  enjoying  good  health. 
Dr.  C.  W.  Richards  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  in  Smithfield,  af- 
ter which  he  taught  school  for  nine  years  and 
then  entered  Jefferson  Medical  college,  Phil- 
adelphia, and  from  which  he  graduated 
March  4,  1878.  His  first  practice  was  at 
West  Union,  W.  Ya.,  where  he  resided  ten 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Smithfield, 
where  he  has  been  successful  in  his  chosen 
profession.  The  doctor  was  twice  married ; 
first  to  Miss  Orpha,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F. 
Brown,  August,  1876,  to  whom  were  born 
three  children :  Gross  H.,  Benjamin  F.  and 
Belle.  Mrs.  Orpha  Richards  was  born  in 
Georges  township  in  1850.  She  died  in  1894. 
His  second  wife  was  Miss  Anna  F.,  daughter 
of  George  and  Catherine  Armstrong,  of 
West  Virginia.  Mrs.  Anna  Richards  was 
born  in  West  Virginia  in  1863. 

Jefferson  N.  Smilfv,  residing  in  Georges 
township,  where  he  was  born  August  2,  1859, 
and  where  he  has  always  resided,  is  a  prac- 
tical and  prosperous  farmer.  Fie  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Diana  (Smith)  Smiley.  They 
were  both  born  in  the  township  of  Georges, 
the  former  in  1817,  the  latter  in  1818.  James 
Smiley,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  moral  and  up- 
right character,  was  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  was  chosen  to  fill  almost  all 
the  township  offices  which  he  did  with  credit. 
He  began  life  as  a  poor  boy,  but  by  energy 
and  earnestness,  coupled  with  honesty  and 
sobriety,  he  sticceeded  in  saving  considerable 
money.  His  fine  and  well-cultivated  farm 
consisted  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
Politically  he  was  a  Republican.    He  died  in 
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1883  and  his  wife  in  1863.  They  had  the 
following  children,  eight  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity  and  seven  of  those  are  now  liv- 
ing: Harry,  Julia  (deceased),  James,  Wil- 
liam, Amanda  J.,  Emily  C,  Margaret,  Elmer 
(deceased),  Alice  and  Jefferson.  Jefiferson  X. 
Smiley  is  the  youngest  of  the  family ;  he  is  a 
active  and  industrious  young  farmer.  He 
began  life  for  himself  when  but  fifteen  years 
of  age  and  has  continued  to  advance  ever 
since.  He  made  his  first  purchase  early  in 
life,  disposed  of  it  soon  after  and  bought  his 
present  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  of  Mrs. 
Malinda  Longanecker  in  1889  and  where  he 
now  resides  in  the  midst  of  pleasure  and  con- 
tentment. September  29,  1881,  he  married 
j\Iiss  ^lary  E.,  daughter  of  Justus  and  Mary 
Dunn,  of  whom  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Darrell  W.,  October  i.  1883;  Lloyd 
D.,  July  26,  1888;  Justus  J.,  March  8,  1891  ; 
Mary  D.,  September  28,  1895.  Mrs.  Smiley 
was  born  in  Georges  township,  June  27, 
1864.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  in  Georges  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smiley  are  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church. 

Andrew  F.  Coffmax  is  a  prosperous 
farmer,  residing  in  Georges  township,  on  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  of  fine  fertile  land.  He 
was  born  in  German  township,  February  19, 
1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Dun- 
away)  Cofifman.  The  Cofifmans  formerly  re- 
sided in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  from  which  place 
Andrew,  Sr.,  removed  to  Fayette  county 
early  in  life,  and  in  the  early  settlement  of 
the  county.  He  located  in  German  town- 
ship, where  he  was  well  known  and  respected 
by  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was  active  in 
church  matters,  being  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  and  a  trustee  of  the  same. 
He  was  of  a  retiring  disposition,  attended  to 


his  own  business,  and  wanted  others  to  do 
the  same.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat. 
He  died  at  a  good  old  age  on  March  17,  1866. 
His  family  consisted  of  ten  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  of  whom  eight 
still  survive.  Andrew  Cofifman  was  reared 
and_  educated  in  his  native  township,  and  al- 
ways confined  himself  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, believing  that  he  who  communed  with 
nature  in  his  daily  vocation,  knew  more  of 
the  workings  of  the  Creator,  and  surely  had 
a  greater  opportunity  of  thinking  God's 
thoughts  after  him,  than  he  who  followed 
the  busy  throng  in  the  great  centers  of  trade. 
On  December  4,  185 1,  Mr.  Coffman  married 
Mary  M.,  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret 
Emery,  and  it  is  a  fact,  that  may  be  stated 
here  because  of  its  rarity,  that  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Coffman  were  both  born  in  the  same  room 
in  which  they  were  married.  To  this  union 
five  children  were  born,  four  of  whom  are 
living:  P.  W.,  J.  L.,  Albert  A.  and  Miles  E. 
In  March,  1854,  Mr.  Coffman  removed  to 
Georges  township,  where  he  purchased  the 
farm  upon  whicii  he  now  (1900)  resides,  and 
upon  which  he  has  erected  a  beautiful  home, 
where  he  is  spending  the  last  but  most  peace- 
ful days  of  his  life.  In  1887  he  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  have  all  his  household  possessions 
burnt.  He  was  elected  supervisor,  but  not 
being  ambitious  for  office,  he  declined  a  sec- 
ond term.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Lutheran  church.  Mrs.  Coffman  was 
born  in  1832.  i\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Coffman  are  of 
German  extraction. 

LuciAN  BoxAPARTF,  LfFcii  is  a  resident 
of  High  House,  Georges  township,  and  one 
of  its  most  respected  and  worthy  citizens. 
He  was  born  in  Springhill  township,  April  5, 
1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Jesse  and  Susanna  (Sis- 
ler)  Leech.     The  former  was  born  in  Phila- 
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delphia,  Pa.,  October  3,  1806,  and  the  latter 
at  Friendsville,  Md.,  October  25,  1806.  The 
Leeches  are  of  Irish  extraction,  while  the 
Sislers  are  of  German.  (The  latter  are  ma- 
ternal ancestors).  Jesse  Leech  removed 
from  Philadelphia  to  Maryland,  where  he  re- 
mained some  years,  and  where  he  met  his 
life  companion,  who  proved  a  meet  and  help- 
ful sharer  of  his  prosperous  and  eventful  life. 
He  removed  to  Fayette  county  in  1833, 
where  he  remained  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  where  he  owned  a  vast  amount  of  land 
at  various  times.  He  dealt  in  real  estate 
largely;  not  as  a  broker,  but  as  a  private 
citizen,  he  bought  and  sold  as  circumstances 
favored  him.  At  one  time  he  owned  four 
hundred  acres.  He  was  noted  for  his  musi- 
cal talent  and  served  in  the  capacity  of  drum 
major  in  the  militia  for  fifteen  years.  In 
politics  he  was  loyal  to  the  Whig  party,  but 
was  not  specially  active  in  political  afifairs. 
He  was  a  pleasing  and  fluent  conversational- 
ist, and  he  and  his  wife  were  both  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  church.  In  1863 
he  removed  to  Allen  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres.  He 
died  September  16,  1884,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  October  22,  1877.  They  had  nine  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and 
six  of  whom  are  now  living.  Lucian  B. 
Leech  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in 
the  common  schools,  completing  his  studies 
at  Smithfield.  After  leaving  school  he  took 
a  great  interest  in  photography,  which  he 
studied  and  worked  at  for  three  years  with 
profit,  both  from  a  mental  and  financial 
standpoint.  He  next  turned  his  attention  to 
fine  cabinet  work,  painting  and  graining,  in 
all  of  which  he  became  proficient,  as  the 
writer  can  attest  from  observation.  During 
the  period  in  which  he  was  acquiring  this 
masterly  skill,  he  was  also  storing  his  own 


mind  and  that  of  others  in  the  capacity  of 
school  teacher,  a  vocation  which  he  followed 
with  marked  success,  for  some  of  his  pupils 
who  have  made  their  records  in  various 
btisiness  and  professional  lines,  can  trace 
their  beginning  to  the  principles  instilled  into 
their  minds  by  him  as  their  teacher.  Mr. 
Leech  is  also  an  accomplished  musician.  He 
is  not  only  a  musician  himself,  but  he  teaches 
music  in  all  its  branches  until  his  pupils  be- 
come musicians,  and  many  of  them  experts. 
He  teaches  on  all  instruments,  and  also  gives 
vocal  lessons.  His  pupils  are  numerous,  and 
he  is  considered  an  authority  on  all  musical 
matters.  On  January  13,  1863,  he  married 
Miss  Keziah,  daughter  of  Squire  Solomon 
and  Mary  Smith.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leech  have 
one  son,  Wm.  S.,  who  was  born  November 
3,  1863.  Mrs.  Leech  was  born  in  Georges 
township,  July  25,  1839.  In  1864  Mr.  Leech 
entered  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  a 
volunteer  in  Company  B,  loist  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  to  the  close 
of  the  war,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. After  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  Georges  township,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  His  first  real  estate  purchase 
was  made  in  1868,  near  Smithfield,  where  he 
lived  sixteen  years.  This  farm  he  sold  to 
Jacob  Shoaf  and  removed  to  his  present  farm 
of  sixty-two  acres,  situated  at  High  PIousc, 
and  which  is  a  part  of  the  original  High 
House  farm.  Mr.  Leech  has  been  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  for  forty-one  years. 
He  has  been  for  twenty-five  years  continu- 
ously a  faithful  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent, and  for  seven  years  of  that  time  missed 
but  one  Sunday,  which  was  on  the  occasion  of 
a  funeral.  He  has  been  the  church  chorister 
ever  since  he  could  sing.  He  is  a  Republican 
vet  one  who  desires  no  office  for  himself.    He 
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is  a  member  of  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Braddock, 
near  Pittsburg,  and  the  Jerry  Jones  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Smithfield.  His  wife  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church. 
His  only  son,  Wm.  S.,  is  the  leading  mer- 
chant of  High  House.  He  is  also  postmas- 
ter at  the  same  place.  He  held  the  office 
under  Harrison's  administration  for  four 
years,  one  year  under  Cleveland,  and  now  is 
holding  it  under  McKinley.  tie  married 
Carrie  E.,  daughter  of  William  Sackett,  of 
Smithfield.  Their  children  are  :  Lily  B.,  Jesse 
A.,  Bertha  M.  and  Mary  O. 

I.  Mbssmoriv  Lawrence,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  residing  near  High  House,  this 
county,  was  born  in  German  township,  Sep- 
tember 4,  1838.  His  parents  were  Philip  and 
Martha  (Messmore)  Lawrence.  They  were 
both  born  in  German  township,  the  former  in 
1796,  the  latter  after  1797.  Philip  was  a 
straight-forward  man  who  took  a  delight  in 
letting  other  people  attend  to  their  own  busi- 
ness. He  was  a  coveted  companion,  a  jovial 
fellow  and  hospitable  in  the  extreme.  He 
was  a  practical  and  extensive  farmer,  at  one 
time  owning  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
acres  in  this  county,  and  two  hundred  acres 
in  Ohio.  He  loved  to  travel,  and  did  so. 
He  married  late  in  life,  but  happily.  His 
family  consisted  of  six  children,  four  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity  :  L  M.,  Eliza  J.,  John 
C.  and  Mary  H.  Politically  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat ;  was  elected  and  served  two  terms  as 
director  of  public  schools,  and  religiously  a 
Lutheran.  He  died  in  1873,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years.  His  wife  survived  him  several 
years  and  died  at  a  ripe  old  age.  Philip  was 
the  son  of  Jacob  Lawrence,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  Maryland,  and  was  born  on  the  Poto- 
mac river.  He  was  in  the  French  and  In- 
dian war  and  was  taken  prisoner  by  one  of 


the  hostile  tribes  and  carried  into  the  lake 
country,  but  soon  escaped,  only  to  be  cap- 
tured by  the  English,  and  by  them  kept 
as  a  prisoner  of  war  until  its  close.  On  his 
return  home  he  married  Barbara  A.  Walser, 
by  whom  he  had  ten  children.  He  lived  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  this  county,  but  the 
last  ten  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Ohio, 
where  he  died  at  a  good  old  age.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  German  Reformed  church,  a 
Whig  politically,  and  by  nature  an  upright 
and  industrious  man.  Jacob  was  the  son  of 
John  Lawrence,  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
came  on  a  visit  to  this  country,  and  during 
his  stay  the  Revolutionary  war  broke  out, 
ports  were  blockaded  and  John  had  to  stay. 
He  soon  married  Barbary  Funkhouser. 
They  located  at  Masontown,  where  he  work- 
ed at  his  chosen  profession,  that  of  miller. 
He  soon  moved  to  Beaver  county,  where  he 
was  burnt  out  by  the  Indians.  He  returned 
to  jMasontown  again,  but  remained  there 
only  a  short  time,  when  he  again  removed  to 
Beaver,  where  he  died  after  an  eventful  but 
useful  life.  Isaac  Messmore  Lawrence,  his 
great-grandson,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  in  German 
township,  and  his  principal  vocation  is  farm- 
ing, but  he  has  been  actively  engaged  as  a 
manufacturer  in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  for  a  few 
years.  He  is  at  present  interested  in  the 
building  up  and  development  of  the  village  of 
High  House,  and  has  already  sold  several 
lots  upon  which  houses  have  been  erected 
near  the  line  of  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  He,  like 
some  of  his  ancestors,  has  traveled  exten- 
sively, as  far  west  as  Montana,  v/here  he  saw 
an  opportunity  of  investing  in  gold  land  and 
took  advantage  of  it.  He  made  his  first  pur- 
chase in  his  native  county  in  1868  of  seventy- 
seven  acres  and  to  this  he  added  sixty-three 
more,  which  gives  him  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
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and  forty  acres  of  good  land.  Besides 
this  lie  has  village  property.  He  removed 
from  German  to  Georges  township  in  1880. 
He  married  for  his  first  wife  Jane,  daughter 
of  Emanuel  and  Sarah  Brown,  May  2,  1861 ; 
to  this  union  four  children  were  born,  and 
three  of  whom  are  living:  Albert  B.,  born 
June  18,  1862;  Sarah  M.,  April  23,  1866,  and 
Effie  M.,  August  23,  1871.  Eliza  J.,  deceas- 
ed, was  born  November  26,  1869.  Albert  B. 
and  Sarah  M.  live  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  ]Mrs. 
Lawrence  was  born  on  the  old  Brown  farm 
in  this  county  in  June,  1840.  She  died  June 
12,  1873,  aged  thirty-four  years.  He  mar- 
ried the  second  time,  Abigail,  daughter  of 
Basil  and  Nancy  Sesler,  January  20,  1880, 
and  they  have  no  children.  Mrs.  Abigail 
Lawrence  was  born  July  30,  1S25,  in  Ger- 
man township.  Politically  Mr.  Lawrence 
was  formerly  a  Democrat ;  religiously  he  is 
a  Lutheran,  but  liberal  in  his  doctrinal  views. 
His  wife  is  a   Dunkard. 

JosKPii  N.  Thom.xs  is  one  of  the  self-made 
men  of  Georges  township,  who,  by  hard 
labor,  good  judgment  and  an  adherence  to 
right  principles  of  living,  has  made  for  him- 
self a  good  name  and  a  competent  living. 
He  was  born  in  this  county,  September  13, 
1839.  His  parents  were  Nathan  and  Cathe- 
rine (Grove)  Thomas.  The  former  was  born 
in  West  Virginia  in  1797,  the  latter  in  Ohio 
in  1802.  The  Thomases  are  of  Welsh,  and 
the  Groves  of  German  extraction.  The 
Thomases  first  located  in  New  Jersey,  and 
finally  removed  to  West  \'irginia,  where 
Nathan  was  born.  He  removed  to  Fayette 
county  in  or  about  1818,  and  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  nt  various  places  in  the 
county.  He  was  a  hard  working  man.  and 
lived  to  be  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  dying 
January    3,    1875.     His    wife    died    Decem- 


ber 22,  1872,  aged  seventy  years.  Joseph  N. 
is  the  eighth  of  a  family  of  twelve  children, 
ten  of  whom  grew  ^o  maturity :  Thos.,  Sarah, 
John,  Rachel,  Margaret,  Maria,  Henry,  Jo- 
seph, Abigail  and  Susanna.  Joseph  was 
reared  and  educated  in  this  county,  in 
Georges  and  South  Union  townships.  He 
confined  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
working  for  others,  and  sometimes  for  him- 
self on  the  lands  of  others.  By  economy 
and  prudence  he  succeeded  in  saving  enough 
to  purchase  a  place  of  his  own.  He  first 
bought  fifteen  acres,  then  added  eight  acres 
more,  and  for  eighteen  years  devoted  his 
time  to  raising  small  fruit  with  profit  and 
success.  This  place  he  sold,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1888,  on  March  4,  he  removed  to 
his  present  farm  of  sixty  acres,  four  acres 
of  which  is  entirely  devoted  to  small  fruit. 
To  say  that  Mr.  Thomas  has  been  success- 
ful in  an  ordinary  way  would  be  putting  it 
too  mildly — lie  has  been  very  successful.  He 
married  Jane,  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth Artis,  of  Fairchance,  September  8,  1870. 
They  have  six  children :  Nora,  born  August 
17,  1871 ;  John,  born  February  3,  1873,  died 
August  9,  1873;  Ethel  B.,  born  June  9,  1874; 
Alverda,  born  February  18,  1876;  Charles, 
born  November  12,  1877,  and  Etta,  born 
February  20,  1 881,  and  died  February  24, 
18S1.  Mrs.  Thomas  was  born  in  Preston 
county,  W.  Va.,  April  9,  1843.  His  whole 
family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  of  which  he  is  an  elder.  He  has  held 
his  membership  in  this  church  for  forty 
years. 

A.  J.  Hicks,  in  company  with  G.  W. 
Swaney,  is  proprietor  of  one  of  the  most 
conveniently  and  well  constructed  hotels  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  county.  It  was 
erected   by   the   above-named   gentlemen   in 
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1897-1898,  is  40x40  feet,  three  stories  liigli, 
with  gas  and  water  and  every  room  heated. 
There  are  twenty-two  rooms,  all  furnished  in 
the  most  modern  style  and  well  ventilated. 
Mr.  Hicks  is  well  qualified  to  be  the  joint 
proprietor  of  the  leading  hotel  in  Fairchance, 
as  he  is  pleasing  and  courteous  in  his  man- 
ner. He  was  born  in  Smithfield,  this  coun- 
ty, July  26,  1859.  His  parents  were  James 
\A\  and  Mary  Hicks,  who  were  also  natives 
of  this  county.  The  former  was  born  in  1819 
and  the  latter  in  1823.  James  W.  was  a  shoe- 
maker, and  always  worked  at  his  trade  up  to 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he  and 
three  of  his  sons,  Frank  L.,  who  rose  to  the 
rank  of  major,  ^^^  il.  and  James,  gave  them- 
selves to  their  country,  and  laid  themselves 
upon  her  altar.  James  W.  and  his  son, 
Jarnes,  were  sacrificed  in  the  conflict ;  the 
other  two  returned  to  civil  life.  Their 
mother  is  still  living  and  enjoying  life.  A.  [. 
Hicks  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  are  living.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  in  this  county,  and  is  a  tinner  and 
furnace  maker,  and  until  recently  followed 
this  calling  with  a  large  degree  of  success. 
He  has  erected  furnaces  in  many  places  in 
the  county  and  State.  He,  in  company  with 
J.  W.  McFadden,  opened  a  new  and  much- 
needed  cemetery  adjacent  to  Fairchance,  in 
which  three  hundred  and  eighteen  lots  have 
been  laid  out  and  seventy-two  have  been  sold. 
Besides  being  proprietor  of  a  first-class  hotel, 
Mr.  Hicks  is  also  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of 
eighty-five  acres  of  land,  running  up  to  the 
borough  line,  besides  property  in  Fairchance 
and  Smithfield.  He  was  married  to  Clara 
N.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Emily 
Goodwin,  October  6,  1886,  and  to  their  union 
four  children  have  been  born ;  Etta,  Guirty, 
Emily  and  Fanny  B.     Mrs.  Clara  N.  Hicks 


was   born   in   Georges   township,    December 
16,  1863. 

John  Dennis,  deceased,  was  a  worthy  far- 
mer, residing  in  Georges  township,  in  this 
countv.  He  was  born  January  9,  1830,  and 
is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  always  con- 
fined himself  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  was 
a  practical  farmer.  Mr.  Dennis  was  not  rich 
in  this  world's  goods,  but  he  was  an  honest 
and  upright  man.  Re  came  to  Fayette  coun- 
ty in  1863,  and  bought  ninety-five  acres  of 
land,  and  for  thirty-five  years  he  labored  with 
honest  intent,  to  which  fact  his  neighbors 
will  attest.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
road  supervisor  one  term.  He  was  liberal 
in  his  views,  and  with  his  means.  He  mar- 
ried Tenah  Hauger,  October  6,  1855,  to 
whom  ten  children  were  born,  five  of  whom 
grew  to  maturit}',  and  four  of  whom  are  still 
living:  Preston,  who  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead ;  Amos,  who  is  the  owner  of  an  ad- 
joining farm ;  Lurenah  and  James.  Mrs. 
Dennis  was  born  November  24,  1833,  and 
and  died  November  9,  1897.  Her  husband 
died  October  5,  1897,  and  both  were  of  Ger- 
man extraction.  Amos  Dennis  was  born  on 
his  father's  farm  in  Georges  township,  Au- 
gust 12,  1869.  He  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  township,  and  followed  various 
callings.  He  mined,  drove  teams,  was 
"boss,"  etc.  At  the  death  of  his  parents,  in 
1897,  the  property  was  divided  between  the 
children,  and  the  farm  upon  which  he  now 
resides  coming  to  him.  j\lr.  Dennis  married 
Harriet,  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah 
Harden,  and  to  their  union  seven  children 
were  born,  six  of  whom  are  still  living: 
Amanda,  born  May  31,  1890;  Amos,  born 
May  15,  1892;  Leotamay,  born  July  9,  1893; 
Josephine,  born  May  10,  1895 ;  John,  born 
September  2,  1896,  and  Ethel,  born  June  14, 
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1898.     Mrs.  Harriet  Dennis    was    born    in 
Georges  township,  March  5,  1874. 

Walter  Winn  Laughead,  farmer,  and 
resident  of  Georges  township,  is  one  of  her 
shrewd  and  promising  business  men,  a  man 
who  is  fully  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  current 
knowledge.  He  was  born  in  Masontown, 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  May  6,  1859, 
and  is  a  son  of  Ferdinand  and  Serena  (Winn) 
Laughead,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  this 
county,  and  whose  history  is  given  in  the  suc- 
ceeding sketch.  Walter  W.  was  reared  and 
educated  by  his  maternal  grandfather.  Rev. 
Isaac  Wynn,  then  a  prominent  Baptist  pastor 
in  Uniontown.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Georges  township, 
after  which  he  turned  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  which  he  has  followed  more 
or  less  up  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Laug- 
head was  made  president  and  manager  of 
the  "Wynn  Coke  and  Mining  Company," 
a  position  he  held  with  creditable  distinction 
for  some  time.  He  was  subsequently  en- 
gaged by  J.  W.  Moore  &  Co.  as  superintend- 
ent and  agent  in  Fayette  county  until  that 
company  sold  to  the  Frick  company.  From 
that  time  up  to  the  present  he  has  been'deal- 
ing  largely  in  real  estate,  handling  large 
deals  for  various  persons  and  firms,  princi- 
pally coal  land.  Ish-.  Laughead  lives  on  a 
farm  of  seventy-two  acres,  twenty-two  of 
which  were  formerly  of  the  Winn  homestead, 
and  has  also  other  valuable  property  in 
Uniontown.  Mr.  Laughead  is  deliberate  in 
his- judgments,  quick  in  his  perceptions  and 
has  keen  powers  of  discrimination.  He  is 
frank  with  his  friends  and  foes.  He  is  a  man 
of  small  or  medium  stature,  but  strong  in 
nerve  power.  A  man,  indeed,  well  fitted  by 
nature  to  pass  through  that  ordeal  which 
held  for  a  lengthy  period,  not  only  the  atten- 


tion of  this  and  adjacent  counties,  but  the 
whole  country.  Few  men  at  this  writing 
have  forgotten  the  band  of  outlaws,  called 
"The  Cooleys."  From  1888  to  1892  the  coun- 
ty had  been  in  a  perfect  state  of  incessant 
dread  from  this  band  of  marauders  that  in- 
fested the  county,  having  their  retreats  in 
the  fastnesses  of  the  mountains  near  Oli- 
phant.  The  county  authorities,  after  various 
fruitless  efiforts,  failed  to  bring  the  band  to 
justice.  They  were  such  a  source  of  annoy- 
ance to  the  community  as  to  strike  terror 
to  the  hearts  of  every  household.  A  reward 
of  several  hundred  dollars  being  offered  for 
their  apprehension,  'Sir.  Laughead,  in  the  fall 
of  1S92,  hired  a  band  of  true  and  courageous 
men,  live  in  number,  to  hunt  down  the  des- 
peradoes, and  thus  took  upon  himself  the 
herculean  task  of  ridding  the  neighborhood 
of  those  bloodthirsty  marauders.  Inside  of 
two  weeks  he  brought  them  to  bay,  and  at 
that  time,  October  5,  1892,  Frank  Cooley, 
the  ringleader,  was  shot  by  two  of  his  men. 
Frank  Smith  and  Albert  Johnson,  and  joint- 
ly, with  Mr.  Laughead,  received  the  reward 
for  the  capture  of  the  gang.  Three  were  cap- 
tured the  next  day  and  the  same  week  all 
were  apprehended  to  the  number  of  twelve. 
Through  the  instrumentality  of  ^Ir.  Laug- 
head they  were  convicted  and  all  but  two 
were  sentenced.  Therefore,  to  Air.  Laug- 
head's  well  laid  plans  and  the  faithful  exe- 
cution of  the  same,  the  people  of  this  and  ad- 
jacent counties  are  indebted  for  the  bring- 
ing to  justice  of  one  of  the  most  lawless  and 
daring,  and  at  the  same  time,  cruel  bands  of 
desperadoes  that  ever  infested  this  or  any 
other  country.  Mr.  Laughead  was  married  to 
Miss  Lucy  R.,  the  accomplished  daughter  of 
Charles  L.  and  Cordelia  Smith,  February  15, 
1892.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laugheatl  have  two 
children,    Cordelia    W.    and    Frank.      Mrs. 
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Laughead  was  born  in  South  Union  town- 
ship, May  i6,  1866.  Mr.  Laughead  is  a  de- 
cided Democrat  in  his  views,  and  a  fluent 
talker,  ever  ready  to  greet  a  stranger  or  en- 
tertain a  friend. 

Ferdinand  L.-\.ughe;ad,  a  farmer  of 
Georges  township,  resides  in  one  of  the  most 
comfortable  homes  in  the  county,  made  so 
by  his  own  taste,  skill  and  means.  He  was 
born  in  Masontown,  this  county,  September 
12,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  EHsha  and  Lucretia 
(Woolsey)  Laughead,  the  former  a  native  of 
the  eastern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in 
1802,  and  the  latter  was  born  in  Belair,  Md., 
in  1806,  and  was  nine  years  of  age  when  she 
came  to  this  count3^  Her  father  was  a 
cooper  by  trade  and  located  on  the  Monon- 
gahela  river  in  1814,  where  he  carried  on  his 
trade.  Elisha  Laughead  was  postmaster  of 
Masontown  for  thirty  years.  A  man  of 
sound  business  judgment  with  something  of 
a  prophetic  vision  on  business  plans.  He 
was  a  well  read  man  and  retained  what  he 
read.  He  taught  school  for  some  time  in 
his  early  life  with  marked  ability  and  emi- 
nent success.  He  was  a  staunch  Democrat, 
and  while  he  did  not  aspire  to  any  ofifice  him- 
self, he  was  very  active  oh  election  day.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  a  worthy  elder  of  that  body.  His  wife 
worshiped  with  him  and  was  a  most  estima- 
ble lady.  She  died  December  26,  1898,  aged 
ninety-two  years.  Elisha  Laughead  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  five  children,  of  whom  three  grew 
to  maturity,  and  two  are  now  living,  Mrs. 
Sarah  J.  Greenland  and  Ferdinand,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Elisha  was  a  son  of  Ben- 
jamin Laughead,  who  came  from  the  eastern 
part  of  Pennsylvania  and  located  in  this 
county  as  one  of  its  substantial  citizens.     He 


owned  a  large  farm  at  Walnut  Hill,  but 
moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  died  at  a  good  old 
age.  He  was  a  decided  Presbyterian  and  a 
member  and  elder  in  the  Tent  church.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Democrat.  His  grandson, 
Ferdinand  Laughead,  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  common  school  in  Masontown. 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  studies  he  engaged 
with  B.  F.  Hellen,  a  merchant  of  Morris' 
Cross  Roads,  where  he  remained  four  years. 
In  1856  Mr.  Hellen  removed  to  Uniontown, 
and  Ferdinand  went  with  him  and  stayed  in 
that  place  for  ten  years.  He  then  engaged 
with  Mr.  Swearingen,  where  he  remained 
two  years.  He  was  next  employed  by  ^Mr. 
Hagan,  where  he  finished  his  country  appren- 
ticeship and  embarked  for  himself  in  the  gen- 
tlemen's furnishing  line  in  i860.  This  con- 
tinued for  two  years,  when  he  sold  out.  In 
1862  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  John  Cochran,  with 
whom  he  remained  one  year.  He  then  was 
employed  by  E.  R.  Taggart  &  Co.  as  travel- 
ing salesman.  He  remained  with  this  firm 
for  twelve  consecutive  years,  his  territory 
covering  Washington,  Westmoreland  and 
Fayette  counties.  During  this  time  '\ir. 
Laughead  lost  very  httle  in  poor  orders, 
while  the  patronage  of  the  house  increased 
during  his  employ.  In  1874  he  changed  his 
firm  and  the  line  of  goods  he  carried.  He 
engaged  with  the  well  known  and  wealthy 
firm  of  Young,  Smythe,  Field  &  Co.,  dealers 
in  fancy  goods  and  notions.  In  the  capacity 
of  traveling  salesman  he  spent  twelve  profit- 
able years  for  the  firm.  Mr.  Laughead,  hav- 
ing a  large  farm  and  a  beautiful  home  with 
every  surrounding  to  make  it  pleasant  for 
him,  gave  up  his  position  in  1886  and  has 
from  that  time  been  reaping  the  fruits  of 
former  years  of  labor.  He  has  a  very  valu- 
able tract  of  land  covering  over  one  hundred 
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and  sixty  acres,  containing  a  vein  of  fine  coal, 
besides  three  grades  of  what  a  geological  test 
proves  is  fine  paint.  October  14,  1858,  he  was 
joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Serena,  daughter 
of  Hannah  and  Isaac  Wynn,  the  latter  a 
worthy  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  of 
Uniontown,  and  an  excellent  preacher.  There 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laughead  two 
children,  Walter  W.  and  Rose  Eva.  Mrs. 
Laughead  was  born  in  this  county  in  1840. 
;\Ir.  Laughead  is  Democratic  in  politics. 

PivTiCR  Brown,  a  well-to-do  farmer,  resid- 
ing in  Georges  township,  was  born  on  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  'February  23, 
1843.  His  great-grandfather,  Wendall 
Brown,  was  one,  if  not  the  first,  pioneer  of 
the  county.  Tradition  says  that  he  was  a 
prisoner  in  the  custody  of  the  Indians  for 
some  years,  but  through  the  help  of  a  friend- 
ly Indian  he  escaped  and  was  conducted  to 
Georges  township,  where  a  large  tract  of 
land  was  pointed  out  to  him  that  he  might 
possess  it.  He  did  so,  not  only  in  Georges, 
but  in  other  townships.  Six  generations  of 
the  Browns  have  lived  on  these  lands.  Wen- 
dall Brown's  son,  Abraham  Brown,  who 
came  from  Dunkard,  of  which  place  he  was 
a  native  and  a  man  of  much  means  and  in- 
fluence, died  in  Georges  township  at  a 
good  old  age.  Abraham  was  the  father  of 
another  Abraham  Brown,  who  was  born  in 
this  county  on  the  land  formerly  owned  by 
his  ancestors,  June  28,  1817.  He  married 
^liss  Hannah  CoUey,  who  was  also  born  in 
the  county  Aiiril  4,  1816.  The  last  named 
A1:iraham  was  a  man  of  great  influence,  large 
experience  and  deliberate  judgment.  He  was 
a  practical  farmer,  a  good  speculator  and  a 
shrewd  financier.  Not  tricky  in  his  shrewd- 
ness, but  far-seeing  in  its  results.  He  had 
accumulated  before  his  death  eight  hundred 


acres  divided  into  seven  farms,  besides  two- 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  cash. 
He  held  almost  all  of  the  township  offices 
and  was  conspicuous  in  religious  affairs.  He 
was  liberal  in  his  contributions  to  his  own 
and  other  churches.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  church  and  faithful  to  all  its 
enterprises.  He  died  May  29,  1897,  but  his 
wife  had  preceded  him  on  July  2,  1888. 
Their  family  consisted  of  ten  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity  and  eight  are  now 
(1900)  living:  Peter,  Abraham,  Searight, 
Levi,  Sally,  Mary,  George  and  Alfred.  Ab- 
raham and  Hannah  Brown  were  married 
November  14,  1841,  and  were  the  parents  of 
Peter  Brown,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  town- 
ship and  county,  and  has  always  resided  upon 
the  farm  where  he  was  born.  Like  his  ances- 
tors, he  is  a  practical  farmer,  a  fact  demon- 
strated by  the  skill  displayed  in  the  arrange- 
ments of  fields,  fences  and  implements.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  May  H.,  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Mattie  Lawrence,  July  26,  1868. 
They  have  three  children :  William  E.,  born 
May  29,  1871 ;  John  L.,  born  January  14, 
1876,  and  Dempsey  C,  born  January  21, 
1885.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  April  3,  1850, 
and  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church.  IMr.  Brown  is  politically  a  Demo- 
crat. 

Charlrs  Robert  Goodwin'  is  a  farmer 
residing  near  Smithfield,  Georges  township, 
on  what  was  the  old  "Stephens  Place,"  in  a 
house  built  by  Benjamin  Stephens  one  hun- 
dred years  ago,  and  while  somewhat  anti- 
quated, is  yet  in  good  repair.  Mr.  Goodwin 
was  born  in  Georges  township,  this  county, 
April  21,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  F. 
Goodwin  (see  his  sketch  in  this  volume).  He 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  town- 
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ship  and  chose  the  happy  Hfe  of  a  farmer 
for  his  vocation.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  commenced  to  hew  out  his  destiny  and 
right  well  has  he  accomplished  his  task,  for 
he  has  proved  himself  a  successful  farmer.  In 
April,  1886,  he  removed  to  his  present  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  of  good 
arable  land,  which  contains  coal  which  be- 
longs to  the  surface  owner.  On  September 
27,  1885,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  E., 
daughter  of  John  and  Harriet  Bowers,  to 
whom  seven  children  were  born,  six  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Grover  C,  born  February 
18,  1887;  Kate,  born  August  5,  1888;  Cole- 
man JJ.,  born  December  5,  1889;  John  and 
Benjamin  (twins),  born  February  28,  1892, 
the  latter  died  August  20,  1892 ;  Nellie,  July 
7,  1896,  and  Harriet  E.,  born  August  20, 
1898.  Mrs.  Harriet  E.  Goodwin  was  born  in 
West  Virginia,  October  3,  1858.  John  Bow- 
ers was  born  at  Morris  X  Roads  in  181 5,  and 
his  wife,  Harriet,  was  born  in  West  Mrginia, 
October  22,  1826,  and  is  now  living  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years.  Their  family  of 
six  children  grew  to  maturity,  and  five  are 
living:  John,  Joseph,  William,  Harriet  E. 
and  Coleman.  John  Bowers  was  reared  in 
Fayette  county  and  when  about  twenty-one 
years  of  age  removed  to  \\"est  A'irginia, 
where  he  was  married  and  where  he  resided 
up  to  his  death.  He  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  an  honest  man  and  opposed  to  intem- 
perance. John  Bowers  began  life  with  his 
two  hands  and  a  few  tools,  and  during  his 
uneventful  career  accumulated  over  thirty 
thousand  dollars.  He  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  M.  P.  church,  of  which  he  was  a 
strong  supporter,  and  was  a  man  of  con- 
siderable natural  ability.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs. 
Goodwin  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Mr.  Goodwin  is  Democratic  in  his 
general  political  af^Iiation,  but  is  guided  by 


the  best  interests  of  his  community  in  exer- 
cising his  rights  of  franchise  locally. 

Rev.  Benjaiiix  F.  Brown,  a  retired  far- 
mer, residing  near  Ruble's  mill,  Georges 
township,  was  born  in  this  county,  August 
20,  1816.  His  parents  were  Joshua  and 
Catherine  (Achards)  Brown.  Joshua  was  a 
native  of  England  and  was  born  in  1764. 
Catherine  was  born  in  Germany.  Joshua 
Brown  was  a  wealthy  and  influential  man, 
owning  as  much  as  one  thousand  acres  of 
land.  He  was  also  an  extensive  slave  owner 
in  his  day  and  believed  in  the  system,  yet 
when  it  was  abolished  by  the  State,  he  ac- 
quiesced with  a  good  grace.  He  was  a  thor- 
ough business  man.  Besides  his  extensive 
lands,  which  he  worked,  he  owned  and  oper- 
ated two  hotels.  He  was  a  man  of  great  re- 
sources, quick  to  discern  and  rapid  in  oper- 
ation. He  was  the  first  man  to  organize  a 
bank  in  Uniontown,  an  institution  which 
proved  a  source  of  great  convenience  to  the 
community.  He  died  in  1819  at  the  age  of 
fifty-five.  Catherine,  his  wife,  lived  to  be 
one  hundred  and  one  years  of  age.  Joshua 
had  a  family  of  twelve  children  by  two  alli- 
ances, nine  by  the  first  and  three  by  the  last. 
Benjamin  F.  belongs  to  the  latter  alliance. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Georges 
township  in  the  common  schools,  but  by 
close  application  to  his  books  and  a  great 
desire  to  acquire  knowledge,  he  has  succeed- 
ed in  storing  his  fertile  brain  with  a  fund  of 
useful  knowledge  of  a  superior  kind.  Early 
in  life  he  conceived  the  idea  of  being  called 
to  "preach  the  \\'ord,"'  and  with  a  strong  de- 
termination to  succeed,  that  he  might  be  of 
use  to  his  fellow  creatures  traveling  to  per- 
dition, he  set  himself  about  a  further  prepa- 
ration in  the  line  of  study.  This  he  accom- 
plished to  his  own  credit  and  the  entire  sat- 
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isiaction  of  the  cluirch  from  which  he  re- 
ceived a  license  to  preach  in  August,  1854, 
and  was  subsequently  ordained  and  admitted 
to  the  Monongahela  Baptist  Association.  He 
has  proved  himself  a  faithful  member  in  his 
Waster's  field,  traveling  late  and  early,  far 
and  wide,  to  accomplish  his  Master's  mis- 
sion. His  fields  of  labor  have  been  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  Preston  county,  W.  Va., 
and  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  besides  other  mis- 
sionary fields,  and  what  cannot  be  said  of 
many  preachers,  he  gave  his  labors  gratui- 
tously. He  is  a  sound  preacher  of  Baptist 
doctrine,  an  eloquent  speaker,  and  a  faith- 
ful disciple  of  the  Lord.  He  ceased  from  his 
active  labors  in  1893,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  enjoying  the  quiet  that  comes  after 
a  life  o?  activity.  He  inherited  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  acres  of  land  from  his  father, 
upon  which  he  resides,  and  to  which  he  has 
added  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres 
more,  besides  town  property.  Not  only 
is  Mr.  Brown  a  practical  preacher  but  is  a 
practical  farmer.  April  5,  1838,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Maria,  daughter  of  John  and 
Catherine  Lyons,  to  whom  were  born  nine 
children :  Thomas  J.  (deceased),  John  S., 
George  W.,  Sarah  A.,  Mary  C,  Rebecca  J. 
(deceased),  Orpah  (deceased),  Bennie  O.  and 
Ida  M.  S.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  in  Spring- 
hill  township  in  1819,  and  died  in  1892.  Mr. 
Brown  enjoys  the  full  confidence  of  his  fel- 
low citizens,  who  elected  him  to  the  offices 
of  tax  collector  and  suijcrvisor  at  different 
times. 

WAt/rER  M.  Goodwin,  a  farmer  residing 
in  Georges  township,  is  a  young,  active,  and 
rising  agriculturist,  who  is  making  his  mark 
in  life.  He  was  born  in  Georges  township, 
April  2,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  F. 
and  the  late  Emily  Goodwin.     (See  sketch  of 


Benjamin  F.  Goodwin  in  this  volume.)  Wal- 
ter M.  Goodwin  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  township,  attending  the  common 
schools.  His  father  being  a  successful  far- 
mer, he  aspired  to  be  just  as  successful  and 
prosperous.  Therefore,  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen he  left  the  paternal  roof  and  in  company 
with  his  brother,  Charles  R.,  worked  farms 
on  shares  with  a  degree  of  success,  both  from 
a  financial  as  well  as  an  experimental  stand- 
point. This  lasted  for  four  years.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-two  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Jennie  F.,  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza 
Cofifman,  on  January  29,  1883,  and  to  their 
union  were  born  three  children,  two  of  whom 
are  living,  Eliza  and  Harry.  Mrs.  Jennie  F. 
Goodwin  was  born  in  German  township,  Fay- 
ette county,  in  1863,  and  died  in  1892.  Mr. 
Goodwin's  second  wife  was  Miss  Emma, 
daughter  of  William  and  Jane  Woolsey,  and 
they  were  married  April  8,  1896.  To  this 
union  have  been  born  two  children,  Ray  and 
Rosey.  Mrs.  Emma  (Woolsey)  Goodwin  was 
born  in  Nicholson  township,  July  i,  1876. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodwin  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Politically  Mr.  Good- 
win is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Daniel  Porter  Smith,  a  leading  farmer 
of  Georges  township,  is  one  of  six  sons 
whose  genealogy  can  be  traced  back  for 
more  than  two  centuries  and  some  of  whose 
paternal  ancestors  could  boast  of  the  old 
Teutonic  royalty,  wlio,  by  nature,  were  lov- 
ers of  freedom  and  liberty  and  scorned  that 
tyrannical  government  which  holds  any  peo- 
ple in  bonds  of  tyranny.  They  pledged  their 
lives,  their  fortunes  and  their  sacred  honors 
in  the  cause  of  their  adopted  country  in  the 
dark  days  of  her  history,  which  tried  tlie 
souls  of  men.  These  honored  sires  left  their 
homes  of  ease  and  comfort,  forsaking  friends 
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and  firesides  made  sacred  by  the  ties  of  re- 
lationship which  even  distance  could  not 
sever,  and  for  the  sake  of  posterity  took  up 
their  lonely  abode  in  an  unknown  wilderness 
where  the  war  whoop  of  the  Red  man  and 
the  piercing  scream  of  wild  beasts  were  the 
only  sounds  which  greeted  their  ears.  Such 
men  deserve  a  place,  not  only  in  local,  but  in 
national  history.  Almost  a  century  and  a 
half  ago  one  Philip  Smith,  who,  at  that  time 
held  a  commission  hi  the  German  army,  with 
the  title  of  "Captain  of  Shamoka,"  became 
enamored  of  the  charms  of  a  fair  German 
gretchen  in  the  person  of  Miss  Barbara 
Markley.  After  having  sued  in  vain  for  her 
hand  in  marriage  he  resolved  to  resort  to 
a  clandestine  union,  and  in  order  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  being  annoyed  by  the  rig- 
orous marriage  laws  of  their  native  country, 
they  resolved  to  abandon  it  at  once  and  for- 
ever. They  accordingly  set  sail  for  America 
in  1750.  After  a  long  voyage,  they  landed 
on  the  western  shore  of  the  Chesapeake  bay 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  the  adjacent 
colony  of  Maryland,  settling  on  Antietam 
creek  in  Frederick  county,  where  they  re- 
mained for  a  period  of  nineteen  years,  and 
reared  a  large  family,  all  of  whom  were  wor- 
thy and  some  of  them  conspicuous  citizens 
of  their  country.  Henr)^  the  father  of 
Daniel,  and  the  first  of  Philip's  children,  was 
born  on  Antietam  creek  in  1752.  In  1769, 
when  Henry  was  in  his  seventeenth  year,  the 
father  being  seized  with  a  desire  to  penetrate 
deeper  into  the  unbroken  and  still  unknown 
wilderness,  left  his  adopted  colony  and 
sought  a  home  in  Western  Pennsylvania, 
which  at  that  time  was  called  the  "far  West." 
He  settled  in  Fayette  county,  on  land  now 
owned  by  W.  S.  Kyle,  John  Davis  and  Eli 
Defifenbaugh,  on  the  headwaters  'of  York's 
run,  in  Georges  township.     In  choosing  this 


site,  Philip  Smith  had  an  honorable  and 
praiseworth)'  object  in  view.  He  had  been 
born  and  reared  in  the  faith  and  tenets  of  the 
church  that  Martin  Luther  founded  and  es- 
tablished in  the  face  of  the  most  bitter  per- 
secution and  strongest  opposition  known  to 
history.  The  history  of  the  Reformation, 
his  love  for  freedom  of  conscience,  his  birth 
in  the  faith — these  made  Philip  Smith  a  Lu- 
theran. In  this,  his  new  location,  the  Franks, 
the  Riffles,  the  Everleys  and  some  others 
formed  a  Lutheran  colony  and  built  a  rude 
log  church  near  the  site  of  the  present  Lu- 
theran church  in  Georges  township.  This  is 
why  he  chose  this  location.  Here  the  scenes 
of  his  childhood  came  vividly  before  his  eyes. 
He  saw  his  mother  lead  her  boy  to  the  old 
church  in  far-off  Fatherland.  He  afterwards 
left  Fayette  county  and  removed  to  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  owned  land,  but  died 
en  route  to  Steubenville,  Ohio.  When  his 
son,  Henry  Smith,  had  reached  his  majority, 
he  left  the  paternal  roof  to  make  for  himself 
a  name  and  a  fortune.  He  went  down 
stream  until  he  came  to  York's  Run  proper, 
Vidiere  he  took  up  a  tract  of  land  containing 
two  hundred  and  eighty-four  acres  along 
the  northern  bank  of  the  creek,  which  was 
patented  to  him  by  Charles  Biddle  (president 
Supreme  Executive  Council  in  1787).  Here 
he  built  a  log  cabin  and  for  four  years  lived 
a  bachelor's  life.  When  the  dark  days  of 
the  Revolutionary  war  broke  out  he  was  one 
of  the  first  to  leave  his  home  and  enroll  him- 
self in  the  defense  of  his  country  as  a  sacri- 
fice, if  need  be,  to  that  end.  He  was  one  of 
the  "Minute  Men"  of  1776.  He  was  the 
father  of  thirteen  children  by  two  marriages, 
all  of  whom  are  now  dead.  His  first  wife 
was  Miss  Elizabeth  Grovendstadt.  His  sec- 
ond wife  was  Margaret  Sheeter,  widow  of 
George     Stough,     brother     of     Rev.     John 
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Stoiigh,  one  of  the  pastors  of  Jacob's  Lu- 
theran church.  Henry  died  March  lo,  1838, 
and  his  wife  December  24,  1839. 

Daniel  Smith,  son  of  Henry,  was  born 
April  I,  1806,  in  the  house  now  occupied  by 
his  son,  Daniel  P.,  on  York's  run.  This 
farm  consists  of  one-half  of  the  original 
tract  taken  up  by  Henry  in  1787,  and  is  with- 
out encumbrance  of  any  kind,  and  one  of 
the  best  cultivated  farms  in  Georges  town- 
ship. Daniel  Smith  was  practical  in  all  he 
did  and  what  he  did  was  well  done.  He  was  a 
man  who  by  the  nature  of  his  makeup  made 
his  friends  love  him.  He  was  warm  hearted 
and  generous  to  a  fault,  a  good  and  fluent 
conversationalist,  hospitable  in  the  extreme, 
courteous  to  all,  ever  ready  to  greet  a  stran- 
ger and  entertain  a  friend.  On  August  17, 
1826,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  David  Rotruck,  of  Woodbridge- 
town,  by  Rev.  John  Patton.  In  1831  he  unit- 
ed himself  with  Mount  Moriah  Baptist 
church,  of  Smithfield,  and  was  an  advocate 
of  Baptist  doctrine  and  a  supporter  of  the 
church  up  to  his  death.  Daniel  Smith 
had  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Andrew  J.,  Plenry,  Samuel  M.  and 
Daniel  P.  Smith,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Daniel  P.  Smith  was  born  in  Georges  town- 
ship on  the  same  farm  and  in  the  same  house 
in  which  his  father  was  born,  on  September 
9,  1846.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  ed- 
ucated in  the  district  schools  of  the  town- 
ship and  Georges  Creek  academy.  He  al- 
ways confined  himself  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  like  his  progenitors  is  a  practical 
agriculturist,  well  versed  in  all  that  pertains 
to  his  chosen  vocation.  H  is  also  a 
breeder  of  Dclaino  sheep,  which  yield  a  su- 
perior quality  of  wool.  For  nine  consecu- 
tive years  he  efficiently  filled  the  of^ces  of 
school    director    and    auditor.     He  married 


Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary 
Malaby,  August  12,  1865.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  have  four  children,  all  living :  Frank, 
Mary  E.  (who  resides  in  Iowa),  Louie  M.  and 
Stanley.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  Nicholson 
township.  May  16,  1846.  They  are  both 
members  of  jMount  Moriah  Baptist  church 
of  Smithfield,  of  which  Mr.  Smith  is  a  dea- 
con. Politically  he  is  Democratic  in  his 
views. 

Frank  Ellsworth  Sangston  is  a  farmer, 
residing  in  Georges  township,  on  the  same 
farm  which  liis  grandfather  owned  during 
his  later  life.  Frank  E.  Sangston  was  Ijorn 
on  this  farm  May  22,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of 
the  late  Joseph  M.  and  Martha  J.  (Core) 
Sangston.  The  former  was  born  in  Georges 
township,  February  13,  1837,  ^^'^^  latter  in 
Georges  township,  November  22,  1834.  Jo- 
seph M.  Sangston  had  always  been  a  resident 
of  the  township  and  county  in  which  he  was 
born.  His  early  life  was  as  uneventful  as 
other  )oung  farmers'  were.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  he  was  willing,  if  need  be,  to 
be  a  ready  sacrifice  laid  upon  the  altar  of 
his  country.  He  became  a  member  of  Com- 
pany E,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  \'olunteer 
Cavalry,  and  served  during  the  last  year  of 
the  war  and  was  honorably  discharged.  In 
1868  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at 
High  House.  In  1869  he  returned  to  his 
farm,  the  same  on  which  his  son,  Frank  E., 
now  resides.  i\Ir.  Sangston  was  a  man  who 
made  many  friends  and  few  enemies.  He  was 
very  popular  with  his  fellow  citizens,  who 
elected  him  as  township  school  director  and 
treasurer.  He  was  a  practical  and  progres- 
sive farmer.  He  was  a  member  of  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  and  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  church 
for  twenty  years,  during  which  time  he  held 
and  conscientiouslv  served  in  the  offices  of 
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trustee  and  steward.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Martha  J.  Core  October  20,  1861,  to 
whom  were  born  four  children:  Frank  E., 
Jennie  B.,  Mollie  E.\nd  WilHe  G.  Mr.  Jo- 
seph M.  Sangston  died  December  28,  1891. 
His  wife  survives  him.  Joseph  M.  was  the 
son  of  John  A.  Sangston,  who  had  been  for 
some  years  the  sheriff  of  the  county  and  a 
man  of  influence  and  political  strength.  He 
was  a  staunch  Republican  and  lived  up  to 
the  principles  of  his  party.  He  was  honored 
and  respected  during  life,  and  at  his  dcatli, 
missed  and  mourned  by  all.  Frank  E.  Sangs- 
ton, his  grandson,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  educated  in  Georges  township, 
where  he  has  always  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  and  has  made  the  farm  on  which  he 
was  born  and  reared  his  permanent  home. 
He  is,  like  his  father  and  grandfather,  a  prac- 
tical farmer,  who  keeps  up  with  the  times. 
Like  Keppler  of  old  he  thinks  God's 
thoughts  after  him  as  he  beholds  the  handi- 
work of  the  Creator  in  all  that  surrounds 
him.  Indeed,  no  man  has  a  better  opportu- 
nity to  walk  hand  m  hand  with  the  Great 
Architect  of  the  universe  than  the  man  who 
studies  God  in  nature,  and  that  man  may  be 
the  farmer.  Mr.  Frank  E.  Sangston  enjoys 
the  full  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens.  On 
January  19,  1888,  l:e  was  married  to  Miss 
Alice  E.,  daughter  of  Justus  and  Mary  Dunn. 
They  have  two  children.  Myrtle,  born  May 
10,  1891,  and  an  infant,  born  October  13, 
1899.  Mrs.  Sangston  is  a  native  of  Georges 
township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sangston  are  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  church,  of  which  he  is 
steward  and  trustee.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. 

S.\.MUHL  Greexlee  Britt. — On  a  beautiful 
site  in  what  is  now  Springhill  township,  this 
county,    in    181 1,   Robert   Britt,   Sr.,   grand- 
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father  of  the  rubject  of  this  sketch,  settled. 
He  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Robert 
Britt  was  born  in  1772.  He  was  a  carpen- 
ter by  trade,  a  pursuit  which  he  followed  un- 
til late  in  life,  when  he  turned  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  Fie  owned  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  and  made  it  profitable  in 
his  day.  He  was  a  worthy  man  in  every  re- 
spect, a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
church,  of  which  he  and  his  wife  (who  was 
also  a  member)  were  liberal  supporters.  Flis 
wife  was  Mary  Lloyd,  by  whom  he  had  seven 
children,  all  of  whom  made  worthy  and  use- 
ful members  of  society.  He  died  in  June, 
1846,  aged  seventy-four  years.  His  son, 
Robert,  the  father  of  Samuel  G.  Britt,  was 
born  in  Chester  county.  Pa.,  June  4,  1805, 
was  six  vears  old  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  county,  consequently  he  was 
reared  and  educated  in  this  county.  He 
learned  the  carpenter  trade  at  his  father's 
bench  and  was  also  an  exceptionally  good 
cabinetmaker,  having  served  under  Jeremiah 
Burchinal.  Previous  to  his  marriage  he  vis- 
ited Kentucky,  where  he  resided  two  years, 
working  at  his  trade,  and  later  in  life  he  spent 
nine  )-ears  in  A'irginia.  The  rest  of  his  life 
was  spent  in  Fayette  county.  He  was  a 
shrewd,  far-seeing,  but  honest  business  man 
and  attended  strictl}-  to  his  own  affairs.  He 
was  square  and  upright  in  his  dealings  with 
all  men,  following  closely  the  principles  of 
the  Golden  Rule.  He  acquired  five  hundred 
acres  of  land  and  was  a  practical  farmer  as 
well  as  a  first-class  mechanic.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  a  Presbyterian,  and  in  politics 
a  Democrat.  He  continued  to  reside  in 
Georges  township  from  1846  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  September  28, 
1890.  He  was  married  to  Asenath  Greenlee, 
December  11,  1831.  To  this  union  nine  chil- 
dren were    born,    of    whom    three   survive : 
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Samuel  G.,  Francis  E.  and  Franklin  Pierce 
Britt.  Frank  P.  Britt  was,  after  attending 
the  common  schools,  graduated  from  Wash- 
ington and  Jefferson  college,  took  a  four 
years'  course  at  Alleghen_v  Theological  sem- 
inary, and  is  now  pastor  of  the  Pisgah  Pres- 
Ijyterian  cliurch  of  Corsica,  Jefferson  county. 
Pa.,  having  sustained  this  relation  for  twen- 
ty years.  Frances  Elizabeth  Britt  married 
Samuel  Albert  Miller,  now  of  Fairchance, 
Pa.  Airs.  Robert  Britt  was  born  in  Spring- 
hill  township  in  iSo8,  and  her  death  occurred 
in  June,  1882.  She  and  her  husband  were 
both  staunch  supporters  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Samuel  G.  Britt,  their  son,  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  near 
P'niontown,  March  25,  1837.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools,  after  which  he 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  has  resided  on  his  present  farm  since 
1850  at  which  time  he  came  with  his  parents. 
j\lr.  Britt  is  a  practical  and  progressive  far- 
mer and  owns  four  hundred  acres  of  fertile 
land.  He  is  much  interested  in  any  enter- 
prise which  lias  for  its  aim  the  prosperity  of 
the  county.  In  politics  he  is  a  decided  Dem- 
ocrat. I\Iarch  II,  i860,  he  was  married  to 
JNIiss  Caroline,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
IMiller.  To  this  union  nine  children  have 
been  born  :  Robert  M.,  Pleasant  C,  William 
M.,  Caroline  B.,  Charles  E.,  John  L.,  Frank- 
lin Pierce,  Mary  H,  and  Xellie  A.  John  is  a 
carpenter,  and  the  rest  of  the  sons  are  far- 
mers. Mrs.  Caroline  Britt  was  born  in 
Georges  township,  Alarch  13,  1838,  and  is  a 
con.sistent  meml)er  of  the  M.  E.  church. 

MiLTox  A.  McCdK.MiCK  is  an  extensive 
hiinl)er  dealer,  contractor  and  builder,  and 
dealer  in  builders'  supplies  at  Fairchance. 
Xuble  McCormick,  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  Milton  .\.,  was    a    native    of    Ireland,  a 


weaver  by  profession,  and  a  gentleman  of 
refinement  and  culture.  He  came  to  this 
country  with  his  parents  when  but  seven 
years  of  age.  He  taught  school  for  a  num- 
I^er  of  years  with  marked  succcess.  His  wife. 
Esther  Hadden,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey. 
Tliey  located  at  Smithfield,  where  they  owned 
a  large  farm,  upon  which  they  built  a  sub- 
stantial and  commodious  house.  Mrs.  ]\Ic- 
Cormick  died  in  1841,  and  her  husband  in 
1850.  William  B.  McCormick,  his  son,  and 
the  father  of  ^Milton  A.,  was  born  in  Smith- 
field,  Georges  township,  August  25,  1821. 
He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  at- 
tended the  common  schools  and  Madison  col- 
lege, from  which  he  graduated.  He  began 
teaching  school  in  1840,  and  taught  for  twen- 
ty years.  He  was  for  two  years  principal  of 
Brownsville,  and  for  twelve  years  principal 
of  the  Uniontown  schools.  In  i860  he  was  a 
candidate  for  county  superintendent  of 
schools,  but  was  defeated  by  a  very  small 
majority.  It  was  at  this  period  in  his  life 
that  lie  gave  up  teaching,  and  entered  the 
butchering  business,  which  he  carried  on  up 
to  1877.  During  this  time  he  dealt  exten- 
sively in  live  stock,  which  proved  very  lucra- 
tive. When  tired  of  the  butcher  trade,  he 
turned  it  over  to  liis  son,  George.  He  was 
engaged  for  seventeen  years  in  the  grain  and 
lumber  trade,  for  three  years,  at  Uniontown, 
under  the  firm  name  of  McCormick  &  Mc- 
Knight,  and  at  Fairchance  under  the  firm 
name  of  W.  B.  McCormick  &  Son.  He  died 
in  March,  1895.  Fie  was  honest  in  all  his 
dealings,  which  accounts  for  his  popularity 
and  financial  success.  He  joined  the  M.  E. 
church  wlieii  but  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  up 
to  his  death  was  a  consistent  member  and 
supporter  of  it,  having  served  for  several 
years  on  the  official  board  and  was  a  worthy 
trustee.     He  was  a  very  prominent  Mason, 
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and  served  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and 
Conimandery  as  treasurer,  and  for  the  last 
two  from  their  organization  in  Uniontown 
up  to  his  death.  He  served  several  terms  in 
the  town  council,  and  was,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  director  and  secretary  of  the  Union- 
town  Water  Company.  On  September  lo, 
1842,  he  married  Susan,  daughter  of  Sheriff 
jMatthew  Allen,  and  they  had  ten  cliildren, 
seven  of  whom  are  living :  Mary,  George  A., 
William  C,  Alilton  A.,  Ella  J.,  Lizzie  and 
Sophia  A.  Milton  A.  McCormick  was  born 
in  North  LTnion  township,  this  county,  Oc- 
tober 4,  1859.  After  \xe  received  a  common 
school  education  he  was  placed  under  the 
tuition  of  Professor  J.  AI.  Hantz,  who  fitted 
him  for  college.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
entered  into  the  lumber  business,  where  he 
has  since  remained,  and  during  which  time 
lie  has  taken  but  three  vacations.  In  1881 
the  lumber  business  was  established  in  Fair- 
chance,  where  he  was  a  partner  of  his 
father  until  the  latter's  death  and  then  took 
entire  control  of  the  business,  proving  him- 
self worthy  of  the  name  he  bears.  Mr.  j\lc- 
Cormick  does  a  very  extensive  business,  his 
contracts  extend  not  only  over  this,  but  into 
Westmoreland  county  and  West  Virginia. 
His  aggregate  annual  sales  amount  approxi- 
mately to  eighty  thousand  dollars.  He  en- 
joys the  full  confidence  of  the  borough  in 
which  he  lives.  He  has  served  seven  years  as 
treasurer  of  Fairchance,  and  would  be  hon- 
ored with  many  offices  would  his  extensive 
and  ever  increasing  business  permit.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Union- 
town,  and  also  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  mar- 
ried Clara  L.,  daughter  of  A.  B.  and  Lydia 
Bryson,  September  20,  1880.  To  their 
union  two  children  have  been  born :  Lydia, 
born  August  17,  1882,  and  Donald,  born  De- 


cember 7,  1888.     Mrs.  McCormick  was  born 
at  Uniontown,  November  i,  i860. 

George  R.  Long,  is  a  son  of  Samuel  En- 
low  Long,  of  Connellsville  township,  and  was 
born  June  7,  i860.  His  father  was  born  July 
14,  1821,  and  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  oldest 
residents  and  early  burgesses  of  the  borough 
of  Connellsville.  His  mother  was  Elizabeth 
Ransom,  born  February  26,  1829,  in  East 
Liberty  township,  and  died  July  4,  1879.  His 
father  still  lives  in  the  old  home.  The  Longs 
are  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  as  are  also  the 
Ransoms,  and  have  been  prominent  in  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  county.  Com- 
ing from  the  old  Presbyterians  of  Scotland, 
they  became  United  Persbyterians  in  this 
country.  George  is  the  fifth  of  a  family 
of  six  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. He  was  educated  in  the  Connellsville 
schools  and  at  The  Narrows.  After  leaving 
school  he  went  West  and  had  charge  of  the 
bullion  department  of  the  stamp  mill  in  Lead- 
ville,  Colo.  He  then  returned  to  this  State, 
where  for  seven  years  he  was  employed  by 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Express  Company. 
Mr.  Long  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Marcia,  daughter  of  James  S. 
and  Sue  C.  McHugh,  of  Connellsville,  Pa. 
Her  people  are  old  residents  of  the  county 
and -are  of  Irish  descent.  His  present  wife  is 
Freeda,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine 
Eberhardt,  of  Connellsville  township.  Her 
family  are  French,  and  have  been  in  this 
country  for  about  eleven  years.  Air.  Long's 
children  are  Samuel  N.,  Sue  C,  David  R.  and 
Elizabeth  R.,  all  being  children  of  his  first 
wife.  He  is  at  present  owner  and  proprietor 
of  the  Central  hotel  at  Fairchance,  which  he 
has  remodeled  and  enlarged,  thus  making  it 
one  of  the  best  hotels  in  the  county.     He  is 
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an  energetic  and  successful  landlord,  and  has 
also  been  in  the  hotel  business  in  Connells- 
ville  and  Everson. 

William  A.  Longanecker,  M.  D.— 
Prominent  among  the  physicians  of  Fayette 
county  is  Wm.  A.  Longanecker,  whose  pro- 
fessional career  has  been  eminently  success- 
ful. He  is  a  son  of  Fayette,  whose  maternal 
ancestors  have  resided  in  the  county  for  more 
than  a  hundred  years.  Early  in  the  century 
his  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Longan- 
ecker, came  from  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  located 
in  German  township,  where  he  became  a 
leading  agriculturist  and  accumulated  a  large 
property.  He  was  born  August  25,  1776,  and 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Maria 
Leckrone,  who  bore  him  five  children :  John, 
Francis,  Katharine,  Maria  and  Joseph.  His 
second  wife  Sarah  Mack,  who  was  born  June 
17,  1798,  and  died  June  13,  1892,  had  three 
children,  Jacob  F.,  Nancy  and  Lydia.  Jo- 
seph Longanecker  died  November  15,  1853, 
leaving  a  valuable  farm  to  each  of  these  eight 
children.  Jacob  F.  Longanecker  was  born 
June  17,  1818.  Like  his  father  he  was  an 
enterprising  farmer,  as  well  as  an  extensive 
dealer  in  live  stock.  He  resided  upon  the 
farm  where  he  was  born  and  reared  until 
1882,  when  he  purchased  another  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Smithfield.  In  1889  he  removed  to 
Fairchance,  where  he  died  April  7th  of  the 
same  vear.  Throughout  his  life  he  was  a 
stalwart  Republican.  In  1855,  when  the 
county  was  overwhelmingly  Democratic,  he 
was  elected  county  commissioner  and  served 
with  such  ability  that  great  pressure  was 
brought  to  bear  to  induce  him  to  accept  the 
nomination  for  sheriff.  He,  however,  de- 
clined to  accept  this  nomination.  He  was 
closely  identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
German  Baptist  church,  and  was  a  member 


of  the  Masonic  Order  in  good  standing.  Ja- 
cob F.  Longanecker  was  an  honest  and  up- 
right business  man,  a  kind  and  genial  neigh- 
bor and  an  intelligent  and  useful  citizen.  He 
was  married  February  24,  1842,  to  ]\Iatilda 
Aloser,  who  proved  a  most  devoted  wife  and 
mother.  She  was  born  January  5,  1821,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Susannah  Custer 
Moser.  Daniel  Moser_was  born  August  31, 
1791,  and  died  May  3,  1887.  Susannah  Cus- 
ter, was  born  October  18,  1787,  and  died 
March  26,  1873.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
George  Custer,  who  was  a  first  cousin  to 
George  Washington,  they  being  sisters'  chil- 
dren. George  Custer  was  the  fourth  son  of 
Paul  Custer,  whose  wife  was  Sarah  Ball,  a 
daughter  of  Colonel  Joseph  Ball,  of  Lancas- 
ter county,  Virginia.  Her  sister,  Mary  Ball, 
was  the  wife  of  Augustine  Washington,  and 
the  mother  of  the  great  and  famous  general 
and  president,  George  Washington.  To  Ja- 
cob F.  and  ^latilda  Longanecker  were  born 
three  children:  Mary  Ann,  born  May  7,  1843, 
married  William  C.  Collier,  October  8,  i8;.i3, 
and  died  May  19,  1887.  Almira,  born  July 
10,  1846.  died  May  19,  1857,  and  William 
Alexander,  born  April  19,  1849. 

Dr.  Longanecker  was  laorn  in  German 
township  upon  the  farm  which  had  belonged 
to  his  grandfather,  and  where  his  grandfather 
is  buried,  and  where  his  father  was  born.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  afterwards  entered  Waynesburg 
college.  He  commenced  to  teach  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  and  from  that  time  depended  en- 
tirely upon  his  own  exertions.  He  soon 
evinced  not  only  great  energy  and  persever- 
ance, but  marked  business  ability,  which  was 
shown  in  the  careful  investment  of  his  first 
earnings.  He  taught  in  the  public  schools 
for  six  consecutive  terms ;  at  one  time  held 
the  position  of  principal  of  the  Masontown 


AXD  HISTOKWAL  REFERENCE  BOOK  OF  FAYETTE  COUNTY. 


111^ 


graded  schools,  and  received  from  the  veter- 
an county  superintendent,  J.  \'.  Gibbons,  a 
professional  certificate.  In  1870  he  served 
acceptably  as  assistant  census  marshall,  tak- 
ing the  census  of  German,  Georges,  Xichol- 
son  and  Springhill  townships.  The  year  fol- 
lowing he  began  to  read  medicine  with  Dr. 
George  W.  Neff,  of  Masontown,  and  in  1874 
entered  Jefiferson  IMedical  college,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1876.  Dr.  Long- 
anecker  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine 
as  the  partner  of  Dr.  H.  B.  IMathiot,  at 
Smithfield,  Pennsylvania,  on  April  4,  1876. 
His  connection  with  Dr.  Mathiot  lasted  for 
ten  years.  During  this  period  Dr.  Longan- 
ecker  removed  to  Fairchance  (1880),  where 
he  soon  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice. 

On  October  19,  1882,  Dr.  Longanecker 
was  married  to  Miss  Ida  F.,  daughter  of  the 
late  Dr.  H.  B.  Mathiot,  for  fifty  years  one  of 
Fa}-ette  county's  most  skilful  and  honored 
physicians.  Mrs.  Longanecker  was  born 
September  22,  1857,  and  was  educated  at 
Georges  Creek  academy  and  Alt.  Union  col- 
lege ;  is  a  woman  of  refinement  and  culture, 
with  high  social  qualities.  She  is  a  devoted 
Christian  and  has  always  taken  an  active  part 
in  Sunday-school,  Christian  Endeavor,  mis- 
sionary and  temperance  work.  Besides  being 
a  member  of  the  Chautauqua  Literary 
and  Scientific  Circle,  she  has  been  vice-presi- 
dent and  a  leading  member  of  the  Woman's 
Literary  club,  of  Fairchance,  ever  since  its 
organization.  Mrs.  Longanecker  has  made 
her  home  delightful  to  her  husband  and  chil- 
dren, and  to  the  many  friends  to  whom  its 
hospitality  has  been  extended.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Longanecker  have  been  blessed  with  two 
daughters,  Ellen  Douglas,  born  ]\Iarch  10, 
1887,  and  Carrie  Mathiot,  born  August  3, 
1889. 


The  doctor  is  an  ardent  and  enthusiastic 
Republican  and  has  been  actively  identified 
with  his  party's  interests  in  Fayette  county. 
Dr.  Longanecker's  life  has  been  one  of  tire- 
less devotion  to  his  noble  profession,  of  con- 
tinual self-sacrifice  for  the  relief  of  humanity 
and  strenuous  efforts  for  the  best  interests 
of  his  community.  He  has  served  most  ac- 
ceptably as  physician  and  surgeon  for  Fair- 
chance Furnace  Company,  the  H.  C.  Frick 
Coke  Company  at  Fairchance,  Oliphant, 
Wynn  and  Kyle,  the  Martin  Coke  Company 
and  several  smaller  companies.  He  is  chief 
medical  examiner  for  the  New  York  Life, 
the  Equitable  and  the  Traveler's  Insurance 
companies  in  his  district.  Dr.  Longanecker 
is  not  only  an  able  and  popular  physician 
but  a  most  successful  man  of  business. 
Besides  meeting  all  the  demands  of  an  ex- 
tensive and  constantly  increasing  prac- 
tice, and  in  spite  of  the  immense  amount 
of  labor  involved  in  his  professional  work, 
he  has  by  his  energy  and  systematic 
methods  found  time  for  other  important  in- 
terests. He  has  contributed  largely  to  the 
material  prosperity  of  his  town  by  aiding 
every  worthy  laboring  man  who  desired  to 
build  and  own  his  own  home,  and  has  given 
much  time  and  thought  to  this  end.  The  cost 
of  these  houses  was  advanced  by  the  doctor, 
to  whom  payment  was  made  monthly  in 
small  amounts,  never  exceeding  a  moderate 
rental.  And  scores  of  neat,  comfortable  and 
happy  homes  in  and  near  Fairchance  are  the 
result  of  his  wise  counsel  and  timely  and  lib- 
eral assistance.  He  also  served  his  town 
most  efficiently  as  school  director,  and  has 
been  for  years  a  leading  trustee  in  the  Fair- 
chance Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
struggle  against  the  liquor  traffic,  and  by  his 
efforts  and  influence  has  helped  to  save  Fair- 
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chance  from  the  curse  of  the  saloon.  While 
thus  devoting  himself  to  the  good  of  others, 
Dr.  Longanecker  has  not  neglected  his  own 
affairs.  Though  he  commenced  life  without 
a  dollar  and  was  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  has  by  his 
indomitable  energy,  industry  and  unremitting 
attention  to  business  acquired  a  fine  estate. 
And  he  is  now  engaged  with  leading  capital- 
ists of  the  country  in  large  business  enter- 
prises. Notwithstanding  his  arduous  duties, 
Dr.  Longanecker  has  kept  abreast  of  the 
times  and  is  well  informed  on  all  the  leading 
questions  and  current  topics  of  the  day,  and 
has  completed  the  Chautauqua  Literary  and 
Scientific  course.  He  has  accumulated  a  fine 
library.  In  order  to  relieve  the  high  pres- 
sure of  his  busy  life  he  has  taken  frequent 
trips  to  the  Atlantic  coast,  visited  Canada 
and  the  eastern  States ;  has  twice  visited  the 
West,  and  has  traveled  with  Mrs.  Longan- 
ecker extensively  through  the  southern 
States  and  California. 

Dr.  Longanecker  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  entire  community  in  which 
he  lives,  won  by  his  honorable  and  upright 
life,  by  his  liberality  in  contributing  to  every 
worthy  cause,  and  by  his  uncompromising 
stand  against  every  form  of  evil. 

Hugh  Rosboko  Sackf.tt,  of  Springhill 
township,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  re- 
sides. He  was  born  March  12,  i860,  at  New 
Geneva,  Pennsylvania.  His  father,  William 
Sackett,  was  born  on  the  farm  where  Hugh 
now  resides,  and  he  was  the  son  of  Saimuel 
Sackett,  who  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Sackett,  who  came  to  this  farm  on  November 
10,  1788:  thus  it  is  that  the  Sackett  family 
to  the  fifth  generation,  and  for  the  period  of 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  years,  have  held 


the  title  to  their  pleasant  old  Georges  Creel: 
homestead.  In  the  doctor's  private  memo- 
randum, bearing  the  date  of  September  15, 
1787,  we  find  the  following:  "On  the  15th  of 
September,  1780,  we  set  out  from  New  Eng- 
land to  come  to  Redstone,  and  arrived  at 
Beesontown,  October  16,  1781."  Here  they 
lemained  until  the  date  above  mentioned, 
when  they  came  to  the  farm  on  Georges 
creek,  where  their  descendants  still  remoin. 
Dr.  Sackett  was  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  a  son  of  Reuben 
and  Mercy  Sackett  (nee  Finney),  who  were 
married  December  21,  1752.  The  doctor  was 
born  April  i,  1754,  but  from  the  Ijrief  his- 
tory we  have  of  him  he  was  very  energetic. 
Writing  from  the  Chartiers  settlement  on 
October  27,  1780,  he  makes  the  rather  just 
complaint  that  it  is  inconvenient  there  on 
account  of  the  fact  that  there  is  not  a  doctor 
between  Pittsburg  and  Wheeling;  but  finds 
comfort  in  the  fact  that  a  doctor  is  but  little 
needed  on  account  of  the  healthfulness  of  the 
place.  He  also  concludes  that  it  is  the  ''best 
place  in  the  thirteen  States  to  buy  land,"  for 
the  reason  that,  "in  case  of  an  invasion  from 
the  Indians,  fifteen  hunderd  men  would  be 
sufificicnt  to  quell  any  disturbance."  But  we 
must  leave  the  far  past  and  come  nearer  the 
present.  Dr.  Sackett  with  the  six  other  chil- 
dren of  his  father's  family,  have  all  crossed 
the  river  which  never  hath  had  a  bridge.  His 
children  to  the  fifth  generation  now  farm  the 
beautiful  farm  which  he  chose  in  that  early 
day.  Beesontown  has  long  since  refused  to 
answer  to  its  old  historic  title,  and  has  be- 
come the  more  historic  Uniontown.  The  full 
history  of  this  old  family  has  been  recorded 
in  the  "Genius  of  Liberty"  of  August  6,  1896, 
where,  with  a  few  changes  of  dates,  possibly 
the  result  of  the  bad  work  of  that  nnich- 
abused  "printer,"  is  to  be  found  a  fuller  his- 
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tory  than  can  here  be  given.     The  prophecj' 
of  the  old  doctor  has  proved  true,  as  to  the 
vaUie  of  the  land,  and  his  wildest  dreams  are 
realized.      His    great-great-grandson,    Hugh 
Rosboro  Sackett,  is  now  on  the  old  farm  of 
his  fathers,  and  another  generation  is  grown 
to   nearly   manhood   and   womanhood.      Mr. 
Sackett's    father   and    mother,    William   and 
Parmelia  Sackett,  now  live  in  Smithfield,  and 
with  them  his  brother  ^Merchant.     His  sister 
Carrie  is   married  to   Mr.   W.   S.   Leach,   of 
High  Hotise,  Pa.     Hugh  spent  his  boyhood 
and  school  days  on  the  old  farm,  and  in  the 
country    schools    and    in    the    old    Georges 
Creek  academy.     After  leaving  the  farm  he 
spent  six  years  with  his  father  on  the  river, 
making  trips  south  with  crockery  ware.     He 
also  spent  awhile  in  steamboating  on  his  own 
account.     He   then   turned   his   attention  to 
electricity,  and  ran  one  of  the  first   motors 
on  the  old  South  Side  Pittsburg  Electric  line. 
Leaving  this  he  came  back  home,  and  then 
for  awhile  was  engaged  in  the  work  on  the 
Uniontown  Electric  line.     He  then  returned 
to  his   farm,  where   with  his   family  of  four 
children,  and  his  wife,  he  still  remains.     He 
married   Miss   Annie    \'ance,    of    Smithfield, 
Pa.,  October  30,   1879.     On  -April   14,   1900, 
with  W.  W.  Parshal!  and  J.  D.  Boyd,  incor- 
porated the  H.  R.  Sackett  Coal  and   Coke 
Company   at    Outcrop    (in    Springhill   town- 
ship),    where     they    purchased    thirty-seven 
acres  of  coal  and  have  thirty  ovens  in  opera- 
tion.    He  is  a  hard-working  Republican,  and 
finds  comfort  for  his  soul  in  membership  in 
the   Smithfield   Presbyterian   church.     He  is 
also  the  joint  inventor  of  the    Sackett   and 
Huhn  Non-A^brating  Steam  Engine.     Thus 
it  is  that  the  old  English  blood  becomes  regal 
in  the  royal  sons  of  America,  and  the  L  O.  O. 
F.  and  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  AL  is  united  in  the 
person  of  this  intelligent  and  genial  tiller  of 


the  soil  which  has  come  from  its  virgin  purity 
as  his  ancestors  have  taken  and  in  turn  kept 
and  tilled  it. 

Owen  John  Stewart  was  born  in  Spring- 
hill  township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
March  19,  1836.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Wil- 
liam Stewart,  who  was  one  of  a  family  of 
twenty-two  children,  and  came  to  Springhill 
township  from  ]\Ionongalia  county.  West 
Virginia,  where  his  parents  lived,  and  with 
whom  he  came  to  this  State  about  1812.  He 
was  one  of  the  early  farmers  of  the  place, 
and  to  this  avocation  he  trained  his  family. 
Owen  lived  with  his  father  until  he  grew  to 
manhood,  when  he  commenced  life  for  him- 
self, for  a  time  pursuing  the  life  of  a  farmer 
and  later  learning  the  stonemason's  trade ; 
added  to  this  he  is  now  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Outcrop  station  on  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R. 
and  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  residents 
of  the  township.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Melinda 
Stewart,  was  born  in  the  same  county  in 
West  Virginia  as  was  her  husband,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Owen  and  Elizabeth  Johns. 
Isir.  and  ]\Irs.  Stewart  came  to  this  countv 
about  1830,  and  lived  here  with  their  children 
and  here  ended  their  days.  Owen  J.  Stewart 
has  been  reasonably  successful  in  his  busi- 
ness and  has  been  enabled  to  purchase  a 
comfortable  home.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  and  is  an  earnest  believer  in  the  old 
JefTersonian  doctrine.  From  the  earliest 
times  his  people  have  been  Baptists.  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1859,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth, daughter  of  John  Conn,  of  Georges 
township,  and  thus  were  united  two  of  the 
most  influential  families  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  Conn  family  are  of  Scotch  and 
Irish  descent.  An  incident  worthy  of  note 
occurred  in  his  wife's  family.  Before  the 
days  of  recorders'  office  there  was  a  dispute 


1116 


KELSON'S  BIOGRAPEICAL  DICTIONARY 


between  the  Conns  and  the  Powells  as  to  the 
possession  of  a  certain  tract  of  land.  The 
battle  ground  was  near  Powell's  Springs,  and 
there  it  is  said  that  "might  made  right"  and 
the  victorious  Conn  laid  claim  to  and  kept 
possession  of  the  disputed  ground.  Owen 
and  Elizabeth  (Conn)  Stewart  have  five  chil- 
dren: Caroline,  wife  of  Thomas  Board;  An- 
na L.,  wife  of  J.  Dunham ;  Charles,  who  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Shanabarger;  Lloyd,  still  at 
home,  and  Howard,  who  wedded  I\Iiss  Julia 
Jones.  Mr.  Stewart's  grandfather  had  a 
family  of  twenty-two  children. 

Thomas  Robinson  was  born  March  29, 
1817,  in  Petersburg,  Somerset  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. He  came  with  his  father  to  Whar- 
ton township,  when  he  was  but  two  years  old. 
His  father  emigrated  with  his  family  from 
Ireland  to  this  country,  when  they  had  but 
three  children.  On  their  way  here,  they  stop- 
ped in  Baltimore  with  John  Counselman,  a 
Salter,  for  whom  he  worked,  and  at  whose 
home  John  C,  his  third  son,  was  born,  and 
named  for  the  man  who  first  showed  kindness 
to  this  son  of  Erin.  His  father  died  in  1845, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  workers  in  the  construction  of  the 
National  Road.  Thomas  is  the  youngest  and 
only  living  child  of  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren. His  mother,  Martha  MciNIullen,  died 
in  1854,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Her 
people  were  of  the  educated  class  of  her 
country,  one  of  her  brothers  being  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Glasgow  university  of  Scotland. 
Mr.  Robinson  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  county,  and  like 
many  others  had  to  work  by  day  and  study 
by  night.  One  of  his  favorite  teachers  was 
the  famous  John  G.  Hendric,  who  was  in  his 
day  a  noted  pedagogue.  Mr.  Robinson  has 
been  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and  1)\-  this  means 


has  made  all  his  money.  September  25,  1845, 
he  married  Miss  Harriet  Hayden,  whose  peo- 
ple lived  near  Fairchance,  Pa.,  and  whose 
grandfather,  John  Hayden,  of  New  Jersey, 
was  the  maker  of  the  first  iron  on  this  side 
the  Allegheny  mountains.  Her  mother's 
people  were  named  Peters,  and  lived  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Fairchance.  Thomas  and 
his  wife  have  had  twelve  children,  of  whom 
Henry,  Sarah  Smiley,  Martha  Conn  and  Eliz- 
abeth Conn  are  the  only  ones  who  survive. 
He  has  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-six 
acres,  which  is  w-ell  improved,  and  is  of  the 
best  found  in  all  the  county,  and  for  which 
he  has  paid  by  his  industry  and  economy.  A 
great  part  of  this  land  is  underlaid  with  the 
Connellsville  coking  coal,  which  is  now  valu- 
able, and  ready  for  the  market.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  hear  him  tell  of  the  times  when  he  saw 
the  Indians  as  they  made  their  trips  across 
the  mountains.  He  remembers  with  grateful 
pleasure  that  Andrew  Stewart,  of  Union- 
town,  bought  him  his  first  pair  of  trousers. 
While  they  lived  on  the  east  side  of  the 
mountains,  his  father  quarried  the  stone 
which  was  used  in  erecting  the  Fayette 
Springs  house,  and  at  this  time  the  things 
which  are  now  so  common  were  then  ex- 
tremely scarce.  He  had  two  nephews,  Wil- 
liam and  Benjamin,  in  the  late  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion. In  his  political  faith  he  is  a  strong 
Republican. 

SamuEi,  a.  Conn  was  born  May  6,  1854, 
on  the  old  Jacob  Conn  farm,  near  what  is 
now  Gans  station  on  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  He 
is  a  son  of  Jacob  Conn,  who  still  lives  in  the 
home  of  his  childhood.  His  father  was  born 
on  the  old  Conn  homestead  in  Georges  town- 
ship in  1822,  his  people  having"  been  early 
settlers  of  the  county.  They  were  of  Irish 
descent  and  brought  with  them  the  energy 
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and  determination  so  -characteristic  of  their 
children  now  in  the  fifth  generation.  Samuel 
Conn's  mother  was  ?\Iargaret  Lyons,  born 
July  24,  1824,  and  died  November  21,  1896. 
Her  mother's  people  were  of  the  Hertzogs, 
who  in  their  day  helped  to  redeem  the  coun- 
try from  Nature's  wilds,  and  whose  descend- 
ants are  yet  prominent  in  the  county,  and 
are  said  to  be  of  German  ancestry.  Her  im- 
mediate family  are  still  living  on  the  old  Ja- 
cob Lyons  place  in  Springhill  township.  It 
is  a  fact  worthy  of  note  that  Georges  creek 
and  township  were  named  after  old  George 
Conn.  Samuel  has  five  brothers  and  sisters : 
Nancy,  wife  of  Cal.  Ruble  ;  John,  Mary,  wife 
of  James  Coslow;  Margaret,  wife  of  Alfred 
Miller,  and  Charles.  Samuel  Conn  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  township,  and  like 
his  father,  is  still  a  farmer.  He  was  married 
on  March  25,  1884,  to  Martha,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Harriet  Robinson,  her  family 
being  of  Irish  descent.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows :  George  L.,  Chester  A., 
Margaret  and  Blanche.  He  has  bought  and 
lives  on  the  old  Philip  Morgan  farm,  which 
under  his  energetic  management  is  fast  as- 
suming the  appearance  of  a  modern  country 
home.  His  farm  comprises  over  one  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  acres,  and  has  been  paid 
for  by  his  own  energy  and  economy.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican  and  in  religious  faith 
he  and  his  family  cling  to  the  tenets  of  the 
old  Baptist  church,  of  which  his  family  were 
])ioneer  members. 

JoH\  Davis,  a  son  of  Owen  and  Julia  Ann 
Davis,  was  born  August  5,  1834,  in  an  old 
log  house  on  the  site  of  the  present  home  of 
Mr.  Davis.  He  is  one  of  the  many  prosper- 
ous farmers  of  the  township  of  Springhill. 
Owen  Davis,  his  father,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth   Davis,  was   born   in    1799   on   the 


same  farm.  His  grandfather,  with  his 
brother  Philip,  were  the  original  owners  of 
the  land  where  they  now  live.  His  father's 
people  were  of  Welsh  and  his  mother's  of 
German  descent.  The  latter  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Adam  and  Catharine  Raughanzannars, 
and  was  born  February  6,  1809.  They  were 
Germans  and  among  those  who  were  the 
early  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  country.  It 
is  said  that  at  one  time  Owen  and  Philip 
Davis  were  the  owners  of  nearly  all  the  land 
bordering  on  the  foot  of  the  mountain  be- 
tween the  Virginia  line  and  Fairchance.  They 
have  been  tillers  of  the  soil  throughout  their 
generation,  and  built  the  first  flouring  mill 
west  of  the  Alleghenies,  near  Ruble.  Mr. 
Davis'  father  died  in  April,  1849,  his  mother 
in  1858.  The  only  members  of  the  family 
who  remain  are  his  brother  John,  his  sister 
Sarah  (wife  of  Jesse  Jones),  and  Hannah 
Elizabeth  (wife  of  T.  J.  Farr).  Mrs.  Lynn 
Corder  is  a  child  of  his  sister,  Juha  Stacey, 
who  died  some  years  since.  Mr.  Davis  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  coun- 
ty, but  from  the  time  of  his  father's  death, 
when  he  was  but  fourteen,  he  has  had  to  take 
the  care  of  the  farm,  and  for  this  reason  his 
opportunities  for  education  have  been  lim- 
ited. On  January  12,  1859,  he  married 
Nancy,  daughter  of  Rev.  Nasby  Poole,  a 
Methodist  minister  of  Monongalia  county. 
West  Virginia.  He  has  in  his  quiet  way 
filled  the  minor  offices  of  school  director  and 
supervisor  in  the  home  districts.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Davis  have  five  children :  Emma  A. 
(wife  of  E.  P.  Conn) ;  Julia  Ann,  Quincy  A., 
John  H.  and  Clara  A.  Mr.  Davis  is  now  a 
Prohibitionist,  but  was  originally  a  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  faith.  'Sir.  and  Mrs.  Da- 
vis are  members  of  the  Mt.  Moriah  Baptist 
church,  and  its  early  records  show  his  fore- 
fathers to  have  been  pillars  in  this  old  organi- 
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zation.  It  was  at  the  homes  of  the  Davises 
that  those  pioneer  servants  of  Christ  met  to 
bond  their  services  in  the  primitive  days  of 
our  county. 

Lebbeus  Biglow  Gans  was  born  in 
Springhill  township,  Fayette  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, Rlarch  31,  1825.  He  is  the  fifth  son 
and  only  surviving  child  of  William  and 
Magdalene  (Custer)  Gans,  whose  parents 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Fayette 
county.  William  Gans'  parents  emigrated 
from  Germany  and  first  settled  near  Antie- 
tam,  Md.,  about  the  year  1725,  and  in  1785 
came  to  Springhill  township  and  purchased 
the  tract  of  land  near  Morris'  Cross  Roads, 
now  owned  by  L.  B.  Gans.  Magdalene,  wife 
of  William  Gans,  was  the  daughter  of  George 
Custer,  who  was  first  cousin  of  General 
George  Washington,  being  sisters'  children. 
He  was  the  fourth  son  of  Paul  Custer,  and 
his  mother  was  Sarah  Ball,  the  daughter  of 
Colonel  Ball,  of  lyancaster,  Pa.  Her  sister, 
■  Mary  Ball,  was  married  to  Augustine  Wash- 
ington, father  of  General  George  Washing- 
ton. George  Custer  was  born  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  December  3,  1744,  and  died  in 
Georges  township,  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  in 
1829.  L.  B.  Gans  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  township, 
and  is  a  farmer  by  profession.  He  was  first 
married  to  Elizabeth  J.  Ramsey,  daughter  of 
the  late  Dr.  James  C.  Ramsey,  of  Springhill 
township,  January  6,  1848,  to  whom  were 
born  three  children,  one  son,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  two  daughters,  Dorcas  Anna,  wife 
of  T.  F.  Protzman,  of  Morris'  Cross  Roads, 
Pa.,  and  Elizabeth  J.,  wife  of  W.  Morgan 
Smith,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.  Plis  first  wife, 
Elizabeth  J.,  died  March  25,  1857.  He  mar- 
ried his  second  wife,  Emily  G.  Goe,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  B.  and  Catherine  Shotwell  Goe, 


of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  October  15,  1868,  and  to 
this  union  have  been  born  four  children :  one 
daughter,  Catherine,  wife  of  William  H. 
Morgan,  of  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  and  three 
sons,  Henry  B.,  a  civil  engineer,  and  William 
L.,  an  attorney-at-law,  both  of  Uniontown, 
Pa.,  and  whose  personal  biographies  are 
given  in  this  volume,  and  Robert  A.,  who  is 
at  this  time  a  student  in  Bethany  college  at 
Bethany,  W.  Va.  L.  B.  Gans,  in  addition  to 
farming,  has  for  many  years  been  extensively 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  maple  sugar. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  although  he 
seldom  aspired  for  office.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  church  at  Alorris'  Cross 
Roads,  Pa. 

Daniel  Hamilton  Emme  was  born  in 
Freedom,  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania, 
April  12,  1846,  and  is  the  youngest  of  four 
children.  He  is  a  son  of  Andrew  Emme, 
who  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  No- 
vember 9,  1800,  and  died  in  Springhill  town- 
ship. Pa.,  eighty  years  later.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  enlisted  in  the  German  arm}-  and 
under  ^^"ellington  did  his  part  at  the  famous 
battle  of  Waterloo.  He  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  1833,  and  having  previously  become  a 
millwright,  spent  the  balance  of  his  working 
days  in  the  machine  shops  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
In  1868  he  decided  to  leave  that  city,  so 
bought  what  was  then  the  Lewis  Hunter 
farm,  where  he  removed  his  family  and 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  peace  and 
cjuietude  in  this  retired  and  healthful  spot. 
This  farm  is  now  owned  and  managed  by  his 
son  Daniel.  His  wife  was  Anna,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Cooper,  one  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary  army.  She  was  born  in 
Beaver  county,  Pa.,  in  1803.  Her  mother 
was  also  a  native  of  that  county,  but  her  peo- 
ple were  of  German  and  Irish  descent.     Of 
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their  children,  none  but  Daniel  and  his 
brother  William,  of  Haydentown,  are  living. 
October  7,  1869,  Daniel  Emme  married  ]\liss 
Thira,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Catherine 
Huntley,  who  at  that  time  were  living  in 
Monongalia  county,  W.  \^a.,  but  formerly 
lived  in  Georges  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pa.  The  Huntleys  had  originally  intended 
to  go  to  Ohio,  but  stopping  in  Connellsville 
on  their  way,  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of 
Mrs.  Huntley,  decided  to  make  their  home  in 
Fayette  county.  They  were  probably  of 
English  descent.  Her  mother's  family  were 
of  German  descent  and  came  to  this  county 
from  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  \'a.,  at  an  early  day. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Emme  have  five  chil- 
dren :  I\Iinnie  Ann,  Catherine  Alice,  Samuel 
David,  Mary  Elizabeth  and  Charles  Andrew, 
all  of  whom  are  still  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents. In  1870  a  valuable  vein  of  fire-clay  was 
found  on  the  Emme  farm,  which  is  fast  tak- 
ing the  place  of  the  famous  pot  clay  which 
was  formerly  imported  from  Germany.  Mr. 
Emme  ships  annually  to  the  Clay  Pot  Com- 
pany, of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  about  eight  hundred 
tons  of  this  clay,  which  is  sold  on  special 
contract  on  account  of  its  superior  quality. 
He  also  owns  and  manages  a  saw  mill.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
city  of  Pittsburg,  and  brings  to  the  cotmty 
the  intelligence  and  culture  which  were  there 
instilled  into  his  life.  Like  his  father,  he  also 
entered  the  military  service  at  the  age  of 
fifteen.  He  enlisted  Jtily  20,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany L,  Twenty-Eighth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teer Infantry.  In  October,  1862,  he  was 
transferred  to  Comapny  A,  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry,  in  which  he  served  to  the  end  of  the 
war,  and  was  in  many  battles,  but  was  never 
wounded  nor  was  he  ever  in  a  hospital.  He 
was   discharged   in    1864  near   Atlanta,   Ga., 


whence  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Free- 
dom, Pa.  After  coming  home  he  learned 
ship  carpentering,  at  which  he  worked  until 
he  removed  with  his  father  to  Springhill 
township  in  1867,  where  he  has  ever  since 
resided.  In  1868  he  joined  Gallatin  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Smithfield,  Pa.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Jerry  Jones  Post. 
He  is  a  staunch  Republican,  and  his  party 
has  elected  him  a  justice  of  the  peace,  which 
office  he  is  now  filling.  With  his  family  he 
worships  in  the  Springhill  Presbyterian 
church,  and  lives  a  consistent  Christian  life. 

W^iLLiAM  Morgan  was  in  his  day  one  of 
the  leading  characters  of  an  old  and  influen- 
tial family.  He  was  born  March  19,  1821, 
and  died  November  12,  1876.  His  death  was 
the  result  of  a  cold  contracted  while  at  the 
Centennial  at  Philadelphia.  He  was  a  son 
of  Colonel  John  Morgan,  who  figured  largely 
in  the  political  and  military  history  of  his  day. 
The  latter  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  ninety 
years,  and  was  one  of  Fayette's  soldiers  both 
in  the  war  of  1812  and  in  the  Mexican  war. 
John  Morgan's  father  was  David  Morgan, 
who  came  to  this  county  in  1788,  and  took 
possession  of  the  Morgan  estates  on  Grassy 
run,  many  of  which  are  still  owned  by 
his  descendants.  The  colonel  represented 
his  district  in  the  State  legislature,  in  the 
days  of  Governor  Porter,  but  his  son,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch,  did  not  inherit  his  po- 
litical aspirations.  He  was  content  to  be  the 
son  of  the  old  warrior  and  legislator  and  gave 
his  attention  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  home 
life.  By  his  energy  and  industry  he  pos- 
sessed himself  of  about  four  hundred  acres 
of  good  land,  improved  the  property  and 
built  the  house  on  the  farm  where  his  son 
John  now  lives.  In  1846  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  Ann,  daughter  of  Daniel  Stentz,  then 
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of  Bunker  Hill,  of  this  township.  She  de- 
parted this  life  several  years  prior  to  her 
husband.  Their  sons,  Daniel  and  John,  still 
live  in  sight  of  each  other — the  one  on  the 
hill  above  and  the  other  on  the  old  home 
farm  on  the  head  waters  of  Grassy  run,  thus 
from  the  sturdy  Welsh  blood  of  their 
father's,  and  the  German  of  their  mother's 
people,  they  seem  to  inherit  the  energy  and 
thrift  characteristic  of  their  family. 

RiCH.^RD  M.  Miller,  farmer  of  one  of  the 
company  farms  at  old  Springhill  furnace,  is 
one  of  the  old  residents  of  Fayette  county. 
He  was  born  in  German  township  August  30, 
1819,  and  is  the  son  of  Richard  Miller,  who 
was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1802,  and  came 
to  this  county  in  1828,  and  located  near  New 
Salem.  Their  ancestry  goes  back  to  the 
sturdy  old  Scotch-Irish  people  who  have 
been  the  intelligent  antl  solid  settlers  of  this 
country.  Mr.  Miller's  father  was  a  shoe- 
maker, and  worked  at  his  trade  near  the 
above-mentioned  place  till  1840,  when  he  re- 
moved to  this  township,  where  he  remained 
till  1849,  when  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  Mansfield,  O.,  where  he  remained  till  1852, 
when  he  came  to  Luzerne  township,  where 
he  ended  his  days  on  the  James  Ewing  farm. 
His  wife,  Mary  Temple,  came  from  New  Jer- 
sey to  Baltimore  in  1820,  and  some  time 
later  her  people  settled  in  Redstone  town- 
ship. She  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mr. 
Miller  in  1820,  and  to  them  were  born  nine 
children,  of  which  Richard  is  the  ninth.  They 
were  among  the  early  church  workers  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Miller  was  one  of  the  soldiers 
in  the  Mexican  war,  and  one  of  his  sons, 
VVm.  I.,  belonged  to  Gilmore  Independent 
company  in  the  Civil  war.  His  company  was 
attached  to  the  2d  Virginia.  He  was  wound- 
ed at  the  battle  of  Wytheville,  from  the  effects 


of  which  he  died  after  his  return  home ;  gan- 
grene being  the  real  cause  of  his  death. 

Richard  Miller,  a  present  resident  of 
Springhill  township  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Kittie  Keener,  on  October  30,  i860. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  William  Keener,  who 
was  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Greene  county, 
and  is  of  German  descent.  To  them  have 
been  born  six  children:  William  A.,  married 
to  Olive  Herbert;  Clarence  C,  married  to 
Maggie  Duval,  and  after  her  death  to  Delia 
Phillips;  Maggie,  wife  of  W.  J.  Franks;  Cal- 
vin E.,  married  to  Etta  Haney,  and  John  C, 
married  to  Clida  Foreigner,  and  Sufrona, 
married  to  John  Clymer. 

Mr.  Miller  has  demonstrated  the  fact  that 
money  can  be  made  on  the  farm,  and  al- 
though he  has  put  his  savings  in  town  prop- 
erty ;  yet  he  still  stays  on  the  farm.  In  mat- 
ters of  political  belief  he  is  a  staunch  Repub- 
lican ;  but  in  religious  faith  he  has  drifted 
from  the  old  Methodist  moorings  of  his  par- 
ents and  anchored  to  the  Presbyterian  faith. 

With  some  of  his  sons  with  him  in  the  old 
Duncan  mansion  on  the  Fairchance  Furnace 
Co.  farm  he  is  still  pushing  with  energy  and 
intelligence  the  work  which  he  has  followed 
all  his  life.  The  farms  of  our  county  need 
more  men  like  Richard  M.  Miller,  who  sticks 
to  the  tilling  of  the  soil  and  teaches  his  sons 
the  same  trade. 

Adnire  Shuff  was  born  on  the  home 
farm  in  Springhill  township  on  April  28, 
1852.  He  is  a  son  of  George  W.  Shuft',  who 
was  born  just  over  the  Virginia  line  on  Feb- 
ruary I,  1810,  He  was  one  of  the  old  colliers 
who  in  their  day  did  so  much  to  forward  the 
enterprise  of  the  county  and  to  remove  the 
timber  from  it  in  order  to  make  charcoal. 
He  worked  for  the  different  furnace  com- 
panies    in     the     neighborhood     and     finally 
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bought  his  home  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
nineteen  acres  from  the  old  Evans  estate. 
He  paid  for  it  all  in  charcoal,  which  at  the 
time  of  his  coming  here  (1830)  was  the  in- 
dustry of  the  day.  He  died  on  the  home 
farm  on  February  22,  1892. 

Adnire  is  the  youngest  of  eleven  children, 
of  whom  but  his  brother  George  W.,  of  Crip- 
ple Creek,  Col.,  who  was  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  14th  P.  \'.  C,  and  Mrs.  Jane 
Shay,  of  Enterprise,  Ky.,  are  the  only  sur- 
vivors. His  brother  Amida  was  last  heard 
from  at  Tombstone,  Arizona,  and  it  is  not 
known  whether  he  perished  with  the  soldiers, 
or  where  he  is.  The  Shuffs  are  of  German 
descent,  and  were  among  the  earliest  settlers 
of  old  Virginia. 

iNlr.  Shufif's  mother  was  ^Nlary  Fowler,  who 
was  born  in  July,  1812,  in  Monongalia  coun- 
ty, W.  Ya.  (then  Mrginia),  and  soon  after  her 
marriage  on  February  17,  1830,  came  with 
her  husband,  G.  W.  Shuff,  to  Springhill 
township.  She  died  Wednesday,  March  7, 
1866. 

On  October  4,  1880,  Adnire  Shufif  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary,  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Lynn)  Carson,  who 
were  among  the  old  and  reliable  inhabitants 
of  the  neighborhood  of  Perryopolis.  Her 
mother's  people  were  the  Lynns  who  have 
for  many  \ears  been  respected  and  enter- 
prising people  of  the  county.  Mrs.  Shufif  is 
the  seventh  of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  of 
whom  nine  are  still  living. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shufif  have  spent  nearly  all 
their  married  life  on  the  old  home  place, 
which  they  now  own.  The}-  are  surrounded 
by  a  family  of  four  children :  Ora  May,  born 
January  21,  1884;  Malissa  Blanche,  May  17, 
1887:  Thomas  Leroy,  August  5,  1892,  and 
Mary  Dessie,  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  Air. 
Adnire  ShufT  has  spent  a  part  of  his  time  in 


the  west,  a  part  of  it  on  the  Layton  sand 
crusher,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  on  the 
farm,  which  he  has  improved  and  beautified 
until  he  has  one  of  the  most  delightful 
little  places  in  the  township.  His  school 
days  were  spent  at  the  old  Bunker  school, 
where  his  children  still  attend.  He  still 
clings  to  the  old  Springhill  Presbyterian 
church,  where  his  mother  was  one  of  the 
original  members,  and  where  his  father  at- 
tended. There  is  something  in  these  old 
country  associations  which  the  county  needs 
to  remember.  It  was  such  people  as  the 
Lynns,  whose  descendants  now  "click  the 
wire"  or  care  for  the  farm,  and  the  Shuffs, 
who  amid  the  grime  of  those  earlier  davs 
made  the  iron  of  our  country,  who  have  help- 
ed to  bring  out  our  interests.  This  family 
connects  the  old  days  with  the  present,  and 
keeps  the  traces  of  that  time  when  civiliza- 
tion snatched  our  country  from  the  wilds  of 
the  past  and  made  it  what  it  is  in  its  present. 
Mrs.  Adnire  Shufifs  father,  Thomas  Car- 
son, was  born  February  18,  1818,  and 
died  October  31,  1897.  He  married,  in  1848, 
Mary  Lynn,  who  was  born  at  Flatwoods, 
March  25,  1826,  and  was  killed  by  a  train  at 
Layton  station,  September  13,  1888.  Air. 
Carson  was  one  of  the  famous  wagoners  on 
the  Old  Pike. 

Robert  Hill  Ross. — Living  in  the  old 
Ross  homestead  near  the  site  of  the  French 
mill  in  Springhill  township  is  one  of  the 
characters  whose  family  has  done  much 
to  make  our  county  and  country  what  it  is. 
His  name  is  Robert  Hill  Ross,  and  he  first 
saw  the  light  of  day  one  mile  from  what  is 
now  Masontown,  on  April  22,  1824.  He  is 
the  son  of  Warwick  Ross,  who  was  born  June 
7,  1797.  on  the  old  Robert  Ross  farm,  and 
was  a  brother  of  Robert  Ross  who  was  one 
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of  the  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812  and  who 
was  inchided  in  Hull's  surrender,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  fact  that  it  was  "obtained  by 
English  gold"  he  broke  his  parole,  re-entered 
the  war,  served  through  it,  and  although 
wounded  he  re-enlisted  and  died  in  canton- 
ment at  Baton  Rouge  in  1822.  There  were 
also  three  brothers  and  two  sisters  in  his 
(Robert  H.'s)  father's  family:  ]\loses,  who 
went  to  Iowa  after  having  married  Isabella 
Gilmore,  and  died  in  1862  ;  John,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Wall,  and  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead, August,  1865,  in  his  eightieth  year; 
Hananiah,  born  in  1800  and  married  Hannah 
Rider,  daughter  of  Lorentz  Rider,  and  died 
in  February,  1880:  Nancy,  born  on  March 
23,  1784,  and  married  James  C.  Eddington, 
and  died  at  Masontown,  August  5,  1863,  and 
Dorcas,  born  January  9,  1795,  married  Dr. 
James  C.  Ramsey,  and  died  February  12, 
1880.  Warwick  Ross  owned  the  "upper  and 
middle  mill  tract"  of  about  three  hundred 
and  seventy  acres,  which  he  bought  from  Al- 
-  bert  Gallatin,  1829,  and  which  as  before  men- 
tioned is  the  site  of  the  "Old  French  Mill," 
which  is  claimed  to  be  the  first  to  have  used 
the  "French  Burrs"  west  of  the  mountains. 
He  died  July  23,  1875.  Robert's  grandfather, 
also  Robert,  came  to  this  county  from  Lan- 
caster county  and  settled  on  the  old  Robert 
Ross  farm,  one  mile  south  of  Masontown. 
He  was  married  in  1783  to  Dorcas  Andrews, 
of  Scotch  parentage  and  of  the  Ewing  con- 
nection. He  was  born  in  1753,  and  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  war  he 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  before  Col.  Mil- 
ler, entered  the  army  under  Gen.  Wayne,  and 
following  the  leadership  of  their  noble  com- 
mander Washington,  he  was  with  Wayne  at 
Valley  Forge,  Stony  Point  and  nearly  all  the 
important  engagements  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.     He  died  November  12,  1823,  and  Dor- 


cas his  wife  died  August  i,  1835.  There  is 
one  step  farther  in  this  history.  The  great- 
great-grandfather  of  the  present  Robert  was 
born  in  1709,  on  the.  bonny  Scottish  High- 
lands, and  his  people  were  members  of  the 
"Clan  Ross  and  Clan  Douglas"  which  in  the 
days  of  King  James  in  1704  were  required  to 
furnish  three  hundred  men  as  their  share  of 
the  king's  army.  He  married  Jane  Latto, 
and  after  the  birth  of  their  first  child  they 
came  to  the  New  World.  Thtis  the  history 
of  this  old  family  runs  back  to  the  stirring 
old  days  of  the  French  and  the  Scotch  and 
the  American  Revolution  and  mark  three 
long  generations  of  soldiers.  Sarah  John- 
ston Hill,  daughter  of  Robert  Hill,  also  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  was  born  near  Mor- 
gantown,  on  what  is  now  the  "State  Experi- 
ment Farm,"  in  1800.  The  father  and  mother 
were  married  in  1823,  and  had  six  children : 
Robert  H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Jas.  T., 
of  Clark  county,  Mo. ;  Sarah  J.  Coleman, 
Sprague,  Wash.;  Rebecca  H.  Robinson,  who 
makes  the  home  for  Robert,  and  Elizabeth 
Margaret  Eberhart,  New  Geneva,  and  ;\Iary 
Louisa  Robinson,  of  Scottdale. 

True  to  the  instincts  of  his  fathers,  we 
find  Robert  H.  Ross  also  among  the  soldiers  ; 
and  when  the  mutterings  of  "Fratracidal 
war"'"  were  heard  in  1861  we  find  him  among 
those  who  enlisted  in  the  85th  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry,  in  old  camp  Lafayette. 
He  served  on  regular  duty  till  June,  1862, 
then  on  detached  service  till  June,  1863. 
On  June  11,  1863,  he  again  joined  his  regi- 
ment at  Folly's  Island,  and  served  till  Au- 
gust when  a  minie  liall  on  Morris  Island,  S. 
C,  ended  his  soldier"s  active  work  and  made 
him  a  cripple  for  life.  Pie  was  taken  from 
Alorris  Island  to  Port  Royal  hospital,  and 
thence  to  Fort  Schuyler  hospital,  N.  Y., 
thence    to    Davis    Island    general    hospital, 
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where  he  was  discharged  in  1864.  He  still 
remains  in  the  old  home,  and  takes  his  meals 
with  his  sister,  ?ilrs.  Robinson,  who  with  her 
husband,  Mr.  Joseph  H.,  and  their  three  chil- 
dren, Robert  Ross,  Libby  Jane  and  Louis  L. 
make  the  home  of  this  veteran  great-great- 
grandson  of  veteran  soldiers. 

Although  a  member  of  Fayette  Lodge,  No. 
228.  F.  &  A.  U..  and  G.  A.  R.  Post  Alfred 
Shibler,  Xo.  119,  yet  his  greatest  pleasure  is 
in  his  eldership  in  the  old  Alt.  INIoriah  Pres- 
byterian church,  whose  teachings  are  a  part 
of  the  race,  and  he  holds  as  a  prized  heirloom 
the  "Deed  Bond"  of  the  old  church  which 
was  the  preaching  point  of  the  young  and 
eloquent  Dr.  ]ilcAIillen  on  August  4,  1775. 
It  would  be  indeed  interesting  to  trace  all  of 
this  old  family  history  through  the  stormy 
times  of  the  French  Revolution  and  the 
later  valuable  history  of  the  gallant  old 
Gen.  ;\I.  A.  Ross  who  by  age  is  the  head 
of  the  ancient  Scottish  clan  of  their  fathers, 
and  all  the  many  other  interesting  points  of 
their  history.  For  this  in  full  the  reader  is 
referred  to  the  file  (3f  the  "Genius  of  Liberty" 
of  April  22.  1880,  or  to  the  copy  of  it  which 
is  in  the  Robinson  family.  ]\Ir.  Ross  waits 
till  the  final  "muster  out''  when  he  shall  join 
all  the  heroes  in  the  peace  of  the  everlasting 
haven  of  rest. 

XiCfiOL.\s  Blake,  whose  name  is  pre- 
served in  Fayette  county  on  account  of  his 
being  the  first  owner  of  Friendship  Hill 
the  favorite  county  seat  of  Gallatin  and  Daw- 
son, was  an  Englishman  who  settled  prior 
to  1788  in  Springhill  township,  where  he  af- 
terwards died  in  almost  destitute  circum- 
stances. His  son,  James,  in  1808,  went  to 
England  where  he  inherited  by  the  death  of 
a  relative  a  large  landed  estate. 

There  is  no  estate  in  western  Pennsvlvania 


more  generall}-  known  for  its  early  associa- 
tions and  historic  interest  than  "Friendship 
Hill."  Tradition  says  the  name  was  given  to 
the  place  by  the  Indians,  and,  in  the  original 
patent,  which  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Speer,  dated  January  26th,  1788,  and  signed 
by  Hon.  Peter  Muhlenburg,  vice-president  of 
the  supreme  executive  comicil  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, it  is  described  as  "a  tract  of  land  called 
Friendship  Hill,  situate  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Monongahela  river,  about  three  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Cheat  river,  in 
Springhill  township,  Fayette  county ;"  and 
further  adds :  "Said  tract  was  surveyed  in 
pursuance  of  a  warrant  granted  to  Nicholas 
Blake,  dated  23d  December,  1785,  who,  by 
deed  dated  the  27th  day  of  May,  1786,  con- 
veyed the  same  to  Albert  Gallatin."  These 
papers,  therefore,  establish  the  name,  with 
full  description,  for  over  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  years.  The  property  remained  in  the 
hands  of  Air.  Gallatin  until  Alay  26th,  1832, 
when  he  sold  it  to  Albin  Mellier,  a  gentle- 
man, who,  prior  to  that  time,  had  lived  at 
or  near  Baltimore.  It  was  held  by  Mr.  Mel- 
lier and  his  heirs  until  purchased  by  John 
L.  Dawson,  about  1859.  When  Mr.  Galla- 
tin came  to  Western  Pennsylvania,  he  built 
a  log  cabin  at  the  mouth  of  Georges  creek. 
A  little  later,  he  purchased  Friendship  Hill 
from  Nicholas  Blake,  and  erected  a  house  of 
brick  and  stucco,  which  continued  to  be  his 
residence  during  the  time  Avhich  he  spent  in 
Fayette  county  until  1820,  when  he  built  the 
stone  house  which  connects  with,  and  is 
slightly  in  front  of,  the  other  building.  This 
later  addition  was  completed  early  in  1822. 
Both  buildings  still  lemain.  In  the  selection 
of  Friendship  Hill  as  a  home,  we  cannot 
doubt  but  that  Mr.  Gallatin  was  largely 
moved  by  the  rugged  hills,  unbroken  forests, 
the  river  and  the  splendid  scenery,  which  so 
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strongly  reminded  him  of  his  native  Switzer- 
land. 

After  Mr.  Dawson  purchased  the  place,  he 
renewed  the  buildings,  which  had  been 
neglected  for  many  years,  and  made  such  al- 
terations as  were  necessary  for  the  comfort 
of  his  family.  It  continued  to  be  his  home 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Friendship 
Hill,  September  i8,  1870;  and,  subsequently, 
it  was  occupied  as  a  summer  home  by  Mrs. 
Dawson  until  her  death,  in  1886.  Since  that 
time,  it  has  remained  in  possession  of  the 
heirs  of  Mr.  Dawson  until  1899,  when  Charles 
E.  Speer,  of  Pittsburg,  whose  wife  is  the  eld- 
est daughter  of  John  L.  Dawson,  purchased 
the  interests  of  the  heirs  other  than  his  wife. 
Mr.  Speer  has  restored  the  property  without 
altering,  in  any  way,  its  natural  beauty  or 
historic  character. 

The  scenery  and  surroundings  are  of  rare 
beauty,  and  the  physical  conformation  is 
quite  remarkable.  Immediately  in  front  of 
the  house  the  ground  drops  away  abruptly, 
and  then  gradually  rises  until  it  reaches  the 
foot  hills  of  the  mountains,  about  nine  miles 
away.  In  the  rear  of  the  house,  the  surface 
rises  to  a  considerable  height,  and  then  drops 
ofif,  by  sheer  descent,  nearly  three  hundred 
feet  to  the  river.  The  bluff  is  over  one  thou- 
sand yards  in  length.  From  the  eminence  on 
which  the  house  is  placed,  a  widely  extended 
landscape  of  surpassing  loveliness  is  spread 
out,  comprising  forests,  streams  and  cultivat- 
ed fields,  terminating  in  the  extreme  distance 
with  the  Laurel  Hill  ridge,  which  can  be  seen 
for  lhirt\-  or  f(_)rtv  miles,  bounding  the  east- 
ern horizon.  On  the  western  side,  it  is  bor- 
dered by  the  Monongahela  river  for  a  dis- 
tance of  two  miles. 

Friendship  ilill  is  worthy  of  historic  men- 
tion, not  only  because  it  was  the  early  home 
of  Alljert   ("lallalin   during  the   period   when 


he  began  his  career,  but,  also  as  the  home, 
for  many  years,  of  John  L.  Dawson,  who,  in 
many  respects,  was  the  peer  and  equal  of 
Mr.  Gallatin ;  who  occupied  a  place  equally 
prominent  in  the  history  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, and  who  has  left  Ijehind  him 
througliout  that  country  a  name  not  excelled 
by  any  other. 

When  Mr.  Gallatin  came,  in  1785  to  New 
Geneva,  which  he  founded  and  named  after 
his  birthplace  in  Switzerland,  be  brought 
with  him  Sophie  AUegre,  the  beautiful  young 
wife  whom  he  had  just  married  in  Richmond, 
Virginia,  and  who  lived  but  one  year.  Her 
body  lies  interred  in  the  forest,  not  far  from 
the  house.  It  was  her  request  that  a  locust 
tree  should  be  planted  to  mark  her  grave, 
which  was  done. 

One  cannot  but  stop  to  reflect  on  the  wild- 
ness  of  this  region  at  that  time,  and,  when 
we  further  consider  that  it  was  only  thirty- 
one  years  after  the  defeat  of  General  Brad- 
dock  that  Mr.  Gallatin  came  to  Fayette  coun- 
ty with  his  young  wife,  and  made  his  home 
at  Friendship  Hill,  we  may  form  some  opin- 
ion of  the  fearless,  sturdy  character  of  the 
men  who  laid  the  foundations  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  helped  so  much  to  make  it 
what  it  is  to-day. 

In  1825,  General  Lafayette,  who  was  mak- 
ing a  tour  of  the  United  States,  which  ex- 
tended from  Boston  to  New  Orleans  and 
back,  visited  Mr.  Gallatin  at  Friendship  Hill, 
escorted  by  a  large  party  from  Uniontown. 
These  men  had  been  warm  friends,  and  both 
had  done  much  to  assist  in  lading  the  founda- 
tions of  this  Government ;  one  in  fighting 
her  enemies,  and  the  other  in  building  up  the 
political  structure.  They  hatl  many  interests 
in  connuon  and  we  may  iinagine  the  pleas- 
ure with  which  they  renewed  their  earlier  as- 
sociations, in  this  new  country,  on  the  verge 
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of  the  wilderness,  so  far  from  their  early 
homes.  The  occasion  was  one  of  great  inter- 
est throughout  the  entire  county,  and  a 
large  concourse  of  neighbors  met  the  dis- 
tinguished guests  at  Friendship  Hill,  and 
partook  of  the  hospitality  of  Mr.  Gallatin. 
The  original  manuscript  copy  of  the  speech 
made  on  this  occasion  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  show- 
ing the  alterations  and  interlineations  in  his 
own  handwriting,  and,  also,  the  reply  of  Gen- 
eral Lafa3'ette,  are  among  the  treasures  of 
the  past  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Speer. 
The  original  tract  purchased  by  Mr.  Galla- 
tin from  Nicholas  Blake  comprised  three 
hundred  and  seventy  and  three-fourth  acres. 
At  a  later  period,  he  purchased  from  Thomas 
Clare  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  addi- 
tional acres,  making  five  hundred  and  fifty, 
of  which  about  one-half  was  cleared,  and,  on 
the  remainder,  the  original  forest  trees,  in  all 
their  beauty,  are  still  standing.  In  addition 
to  his  other  accomplishments,  Mr.  Gallatin 
included  that  of  a  surveyor,  and  it  is  said 
that  the  fields  and  clearings  were  all  laid  out 
under  his  personal  supervision.  We  may  be- 
lieve this,  as  they  could  not  be  done  better 
to-day,  with  all  the  skill  of  a  modern  land- 
scape gardener.  The  forests  comprise  mag- 
nificent oaks,  chestnuts,  walnuts,  beeches, 
sycamores  and  great  numbers  of  beautiful 
maples,  with  all  the  other  trees  indigenous 
to  the  western  part  of  Pennsylvania,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more  attractive 
stretch  of  woodland  than  that  presented  at 
Friendship  Hill. 

William  Sheirv. — As  a  man  of  excellent 
business  and  executive  ability,  and  as  a  citi- 
zen of  worth,  William  Sheiry  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  Faj'ette  county.  He  was 
born  in  Somerset  county.  Pa.,  in  1835,  and  is 


a  son  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  (Seylig)  Sheiry, 
natives  of  Somerset  county.  His  grand- 
father also  bore  the  name  of  Adam  Sheiry, 
a  name  that  had  been  given  to  his  ancestors 
for  several  generations.  Adam  Sheiry, 
father  of  William  Sheiry,  was  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Somerset  county ;  a  Democrat  in 
politics ;  a  man  of  integrity  and  true  to  his 
convictions.  In  1873  he  removed  to  Fayette 
county  and  purchased  the  farm  in  Bnllskin 
township  now  owned  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  His  death  occurred  on  this  farm  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six.  His  wife,  Elizabeth 
Seylig,  died  in  1859  aged  sixty-two  years; 
they  had  six  children  who  lived  to  mature 
years :  George,  resident  of  Bedford  county, 
Pa. ;  W'illiam,  of  this  sketch  ;  Lydia,  wife  of 
John  Lowery ;  Rebecca,  wife  of  Andrew  R. 
Emerick,  of  Bedford  county ;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Peter  Fret,  of  Fayette  county,  and  Mary, 
deceased.  William  Sheiry  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Somerset  county,  and  re- 
moved with  his  father  to  this  county  in  1873. 
He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and 
being  of  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind,  incident- 
ally learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  and  still 
operates  a  shop  on  his  well-improved  farm  of 
ninety-four  acres,  upon  which  he  has  recently 
erected  a  commodious  barn.  He  is  a  man  of 
keen  sagacity  and  unflagging  industry,  and 
these  qualities  have  brought  him  success.  In 
1858  h.e  married  Miss  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Solomon  and  Hannah  (Stretch)  Comp,  of 
Somerset  county.  They  have  seven  chil- 
dren, as  follows :  Henry  A.,  Elizabeth  E., 
Charles,  Marcy,  Dora,  Rebecca  and  George. 
To  the  Democratic  party  Mr.  Shiery  gives 
his  political  support,  but  is  not  an  active 
worker  in  its  ranks.  He  belongs  to  the 
Scottdale  German  Lutheran  church. 
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Henry  Blosser,  a  well  situated  farmer  of 
near  Cheat  Haven,   was  born  in  Springhill 
township,  June  21,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac 
and  Rebecca  (Gellispee)  Blosser.     His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  John  Blosser,  with  three  of 
his    brothers — Nicholas,    Jacob    and    Abram 
were    natives    of   Rockingham    county,    Vir- 
ginia, and  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war  set- 
tled in  Springhill  township  where  they  pur- 
chased jointly   a   large   tract  of  land   which 
they  afterwards  divided.     John  Blosser  was 
a  very  large  and  robust  man,  who  became 
an  extensive  farmer  and  a  man  of  influence 
in  his  community.     He  was  a  Democrat  and 
before    leaving   his    Virginia    home    married 
Mary  Clemmer  who  bore  him   ten  children 
who    became    fanners    and    farmers'    wives. 
He  and  his  wife  died  before  reaching  the  age 
of  sixty  years.     His  son,  Isaac  Blosser,  was 
born  at  the  mouth  of  Cheat  river,  in   1804, 
and  spent  his  life  on  the  farm  on  which  he 
was  born.     He  was  a  respected  citizen  and 
owned  three  farms.    He  was  a  Methodist  and 
a    Democrat    and    served    as    constable    for 
some  years.     He   died  April  28,    1842.     He 
married     Rebecca     Gellispee,     a     native     of 
Springhill   township  and   who   died  in    1881. 
They  had  ejght  children  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing   six    grew    to    maturity:    Henry,    John, 
Isaac,     Jr.,     George,     Mary     and     Matilda. 
Henry  Blosser  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  township  where  he  has  alwavs  pur- 
sued   farming    as    his    chosen    vocation    and 
where  he  owns  a  choice  farm  of  ninetv-two 
acres    near    Cheat    Haven.     This    farm    was 
formerly   owned   by  James   Brooks.     Henry 
Blosser,  on  March  i,  1857,  married  Mary  M., 
daughter  of  James   and   Mary   Brooks,   and 
to    their   union    were    born    seven    children: 
Lurania  A.,  Joseph  A.,  James  B.,  Jesse  L., 
George    O.,    Mary    M.    and    Julia    R.     :Mrs. 


Blosser  was  born  on  the  farm  where  she  re- 
sides and  her  people,  the  Brooks',  were  old 
settlers  and  respected  people  who  generally 
lived  to  be  quite  aged. 

D.wiD  M.  Johnson,  a  successful  and  lead- 
ing farmer  of  Nicholson  township,  is  a  son 
of  David  and  Martha  (McGill)  Johnson  and 
was  born  in  German  township,  in  1856.  He 
was  reared  on  the  farm,  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  and  in  1883  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
acres  in  Nicholson  township.  This  farm 
then  unimproved  is  now  one  of  the  best  im- 
proved farms  in  the  township.  In  1898  he 
erected  his  present  modern  residence,  and 
since  then  has  been  constantly  making  im- 
provements. In  1883  Mr.  Johnson  wedded 
Frances  Kefover,  and  to  their  union  have 
been  born  six  children :  David  Ray,  born 
April  8,  1884;  Philip  Edward,  July  8,  1886; 
William  Emerson,  April  29,  1889  (now  de- 
ceased); Martha  Eliza,  May  15,  1893  (de- 
ceased) ;  Nellie  Edith,  and  Elizabeth  A.,  born 
August  15,  1899.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  and  Eliza  (Smith)  Kefover,  born 
respectively  May  15,  1821  and  October  14, 
1825.  Mr.  Johnson  is  an  energetic  and  use- 
ful man.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Men- 
nonite  church.  His  grandfather  David 
Johnson,  Sr.,  was  a  leading  business  man  of 
German  township  where  with  his  son,  David, 
he  had  a  distillery  on  the  site  of  the  Gray  dis- 
tillery. David  Johnson  was  born  March  10, 
1822  and  died  March  8,  1888.  He  was  a 
man  of  energy  and  influence  and  married 
Martha  J.  McGill  who  was  born  April  25, 
1827,  and  is  still  living.  Their  children  were: 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  D.  J.  Honsaker;  David  M. 
(subject);  George  N.,  Isaac  R.,  William  U., 
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Jacob  H.,  Mary  Frances,  Lucretta,  wife  of 
Lucian  Honsaker,  and  John,  Hannah  and 
Xancy  who  are  deceased. 

William  Davenport,  a  highly  respected 
citizen  and  business  man  of  New  Geneva, 
was  born  in  that  place  March  3,  1854.  His 
father,  James  Davenport,  was  also  a  native 
of  Nicholson  township,  and  is  still  enjoying 
the  comforts  of  a  well  spent  life  in  his  eighty- 
seventh  )'ear;  during  his  active  years  he  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  New 
Geneva,  a  vocation  in  which  his  father,  John 
Davenport,  was  also  engaged  from  an  early 
day,  and  for  whom  he  clerked  when  a  boy. 
He  assumed  control  of  the  business  in  1838, 
continuing  forty  3'ears,  when  he  retired. 
Commencing  life  in  moderate  circumstances, 
he  arose  step  by  step  to  a  position  where, 
by  spotless  integrity,  true  benevolence  and 
genial  nature,  he  won  the  respect  of  all  and 
gained  a  ho,st  of  warm  personal  friends.  In 
1876  James  Davenport  was  married  to 
Rachel  Caldwell  who  still  survives.  John 
Davenport,  father  of  James,  came  from  Ire- 
land during  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  first 
located  in  Georgetown,  Md.  Through  an 
uncle  who  had  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  he  came  in  possession  of  a  tract  of  land 
in  Kentucky ;  but  not  being  content  to  lo- 
cate there,  he  removed  to  New  Geneva, 
where  he  engaged  in  business  together  with 
farming  interests,  which  were  pursued  under 
difficulties  in  those  days.  Goods  were  pur- 
chased in  Baltimore,  Md.,  twice  each  year 
and  hauled  by  wagon.  Being  a  man  of  uni- 
versal business  ability,  he  was  looked  upon 
as  a  shrewd,  efficient  and  capable  man  of  af- 
fairs. William  Davenport  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  early  in  life  began 
clcrkina:  in  his  fatlier's  store.     He  was  em- 


ployed afterwards  for  a  number  of  years  as 
clerk  in  various  stores  in  Clarion,  Venango 
and  Allegheny  counties.  In  1886  he  began 
in  the  mercantile  trade  and  that  year  formed 
a  partnetship  with  AY.  PI.  Deffenbaugh,  con- 
ducting a  general  merchandising  business  in 
New  Geneva,  until  1892,  when  Mr.  Daven- 
port purchased  Mr.  DefTenbaugh's  interest 
and  has  since  continued  the  business.  Mr. 
Davenport  was  first  appointed  postmaster 
under  President  Harrison's  administration 
and  again  in  1897,  resuming  the  duties  of  the 
office  in  January,  1898.  In  1883  Mr.  Daven- 
port married  Miss  JNIaggie,  daughter  of  Dr. 
George  Birch,  of  Greensboro,  Pa.  Her 
death  occurred  in  1885.  In  October,  1894, 
he  married  ]\Irs.  Ella  Arnold  Davenport, 
daughter  of  Dr.  H.  B.  Arnold,  of  California, 
Pa.  They  have  one  son,  James  Howard, 
born  November  10,  1899. 

John  Smiley  David  was  born  at  Fair- 
chance,  Georges  township,  in  1850.  Since 
reaching  his  majority  he  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  interests  of  his  township  and 
county.  He  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  Georges  Creek  academy,  of 
Smithfield.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and 
his  early  days  were  spent  in  Georges,  Ger- 
man and  Nicholson  townships.  He  began 
teaching  in  1868,  and  continued  twenty  years, 
principally  in  his  native  township  and  for  a 
short  time  in  Harrison  county,  W.  Va.  His 
teaching  from  first  to  last  was  attended  with 
great  success  and  that  occupation  being  one 
for  which  he  seemed  peculiarly  fitted,  in  it 
he  attained  a  high  reputation.  In  1885  Mr. 
David  was  elected  principal  of  public  schools 
in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  a  position  he  held  until 
1891  when  he  relinquished  teaching  and 
closed  his  career  as  a  teacher.  The  next 
year  he  bought  a  farm  in  Nicholson  town- 
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ship  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres  which 
he  has  continued  to  develop  and  has  brought 
it  to  a  high  state  of  cuUivation.  Sevent}-- 
five  acres  of  this  farm  are  coal  lands.  June 
i6,  1892,  Mr.  David  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary,  daughter  of  Waitman  and  Caroline 
(Daughert)-)  Davis.  Mrs.  David  had  been 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
from  1884  until  1892.  They  have  had  three 
children  :  Mary  Margaret  (deceased)  ;  Wait- 
man  and  James  Evan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
He  has  been  a  life  long  Republican.  Mrs. 
David's  father,  Waitman  Davis,  was  killed 
at  the  Leith  coke  v.-orks,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  chemist,  August  29,  1887.  He  was 
for  some  time  employed  as  an  instructor  in 
the  public  schools  of  Connellsville.  He  was 
commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  14th 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  under  Captain  Hu- 
stead.  Waitman  Davis  was  a  man  of  broad 
capabilities  and  sound  judgment.  He  was  a 
son  of  Bowers  and  Eliza  (Maple)  Davis,  the 
latter  a  daughter  of  Robert  Maple,  who  was 
of  oil  well  fame.  He  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey, August  I,  1778.  He  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1801.  His  wife  was  Jane  Hale,  born 
December  25,  1802.  He  was  a  natural  me- 
chanic and  was  afterwards  a  cooper.  He 
manufactured  linseed  oil  and  built  a  grist 
mill  and  carding  machine.  It  was  on  his 
farm  that  the  Dunkard  Creek  oil  excitement 
of  1863-4  had  its  start.  A  town  was  built  in 
six  months  containing  five  hotels.  He  sold 
one-eighth  interest  in  one  well  for  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  and  was  at  one  time  ofifered  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  his 
farm.    He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-two. 

Mr.  J.  S.  David  's  a  son  of  Joseph  M.  and 
Mary  Ann  fKildow)  David,  of  Wharton 
township,  this  county,  and  Martinsburg,  W. 
Va.     They  had  six  children:  John  S.,  Wells 


E.,  James  N.,  Jesse,  Sarah  E.  and  W.  O. 
Joseph  David  was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
and  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Nicholson 
township.  He  was  one  of  the  original  aboli- 
tionists and  a  firm  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  prohibition.  He  was  a  Seventh  Day  Bap- 
tist, but  did  not  observe  his  day,  believing 
it  was  better  for-  all  Christians  to  unite  in  the 
observance  of  one  day.  He  died  in  1875  in 
Nicholson  township,  aged  fifty-seven  and  his 
widow  is  now  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  her 
age.  W^ells  E.  David  served  in  the  85th 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  died  in  front  of 
Richmond  during  the  McClellan  campaign. 
James  N.  David  served  three  years  in  the 
Ringgold  battalion  in  Virginia,  and  now  re- 
sides in  Clarksburg,  Harrison  county,  \'a., 
where  he  has  taught  many  years  and  been 
elected  twice  as  county  superintendent  of 
schools.  Hon.  Jesse  E.  taught  in  West  \'ir- 
ginia  a  number  of  years  and  then  went  to 
Gilian  county,  Oregon,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock  raising  and  which  county 
he  has  represented  twice  in  the  Oregon 
legislature.  Sarah  E.  David  still  resides 
with  her  mother.  Rev.  W.  O.  David  taught 
several,  years  and  is  now  a  local  evangelist  of 
Redstone  presbytery.  John  S.  David  (sub- 
ject) took  the  first  coal  options  in  the  Klon- 
dike with  the  purpose  of  organizing  it  into  a 
field  for  operations. 

Joseph  M.  David  \\as  the  son  of  Daniel 
George  Whitfield  David,  who  came  from 
Philadelphia  to  Wharton  township  in  1792, 
spending  a  short  time  prior  to  this  time  at 
Springhill  furnace.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a 
prominent  Baptist;  was  a  Democrat  and  af- 
terwards a  Whig.  He  possessed  a  classical 
education ;  lived  manv  vears  in  Wharton 
township  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
four  at  the  home  '3f  his  son,  Joseph  M.,  in 
German  township.     His  wife  was  Elizabeth 
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\\'ells,  daughter  of  one  of  the  founders  of 
Springhill  furnace.  They  reared  a  family  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  Joseph  ]M.  David 
was  the  youngest.  Daniel  G.  ^^'.  David  was 
a  son  of  Rev.  Enoch  David,  of  Philadelphia, 
where  he  was  for  many  years  associated  with 
the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  church.  Enoch's 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Harrison,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  a  cousin  of  ex-President  \\".  H.  Harri- 
son. Enoch  David  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Wales  and  in  1793  Daniel  G.  W. 
walked  from  Pliiladelphia  to  Fayette  county. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  descends  from  an  industrious  and  cap- 
able ancestr)',  inheriting  all  those  qualities 
tliat  are  essential  for  a  life  of  happiness  and 
usefulness. 

John  Pouxdstonl:  bears  the  distinction  of 
Ijeing  the  oldest  living  representative  of  his 
native  township  of  Nicholson.  He  was  born 
August  30,  1804,  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  early  learned  the  cabinet  mak- 
ing trade  and  pursued  it  for  some  four  years 
in  jMasontown,  having  subsecjuently  spent 
some  time  in  Smithfield,  German  township, 
this  county,  and  in  Ohio.  A  few  years  prior 
to  his  marriage  he  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits  which  have  since  en- 
gaged his  time.  In  1825  he  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  nine  acres  of  land  where  he  now  re- 
sides, and  this  was  the  beginning  of  his  large 
landed  estate,  the  success  of  which  has  been 
due  in  no  small  degree  to  his  own  efforts. 
He  is  a  man  of  much  energy  and  strong  de- 
termination, keen  sagacity  and  unflagging  in- 
dustry. Nicholas  Poundstone,  father  of 
John,  was  also  a  native  of  Fayette  count- 
ty  where  he  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Everly  and  they  had  eight 
children.  The  former  lived  to  the  age  of 
ninety  years  and  the  latter  to  eighty. 


August  12,  1827,  i\Ir.  Poundstone  was  mar- 
ried to  Susanna  Rider,  daughter  of  Lawrence 
Rider,  of  German  township.  She  died  in 
June,  1869.  Of  the  children  born  to  their 
union  those  living  are :  William,  Law- 
rence, Westley  and  Isaac.  Those  deceased, 
Jesse,  Elizabeth,  Anna,  George  and  James  K. 
Mr.  Poundstone's  second  marriage  was  with 
Barbara  A.  Hunsaker,  June  4,  1871.  Mrs. 
Poundstone  is  a  daughter  of  Solomon  and 
Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Hunsaker,  of  Nicholson 
township.  Solomon  Hunsaker  died  in  1873 
and  his  wife  in  1888.  While  farming  inter- 
ests have  engaged  Mr.  Poundstone's  atten- 
tion during  the  greater  period  of  his  active 
life,  he  at  one  time  ran  several  keel  boats 
from  Pittsburg  to  Alorgantown.  He  has 
held  some  important  township  offices  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church ;  he  is  a 
Democrat.  The  twentieth  century  finds  him 
with  a  firm  grasp  mentally  upon  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  details  of  his  business  affairs. 

Jauu  N.  Ross. — On  the  closing  of  the 
third  generation  of  the  well  known  Ross 
family  iiT  Fayette  county,  it  is  but  proper 
that  some  reminiscences  be  given.  They 
were  Gallic  or  Scotch  living  in  Balnagowan 
mountains  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and 
were  a  large  clan,  being  required  in  1704  by 
King  James,  to  furnish  three  hundred  men 
as  their  quota  for  his  army.  The  badge  of 
the  clan  was  the  aitease  Gallic,  jiiiii perns  com- 
iiuiui,  or  juniper,  also  used  by  the  clans  Mac- 
Leod and  Gann.  The  tartan  was  composed 
of  red,  blue  and  green  in  the  78th  Highland- 
ers. The  oppressions  of  the  rulers  in  Scot- 
land and  in  the  feuds  on  account  of  their  re- 
ligious views,  caused  a  large  number  of  the 
Scotch  to  cross  the  channel  into  the  North 
of  Ireland,  where  they  had  more  privileges 
under  the  Irish  kings  especially  those  holding 
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the  solemn  league  and  covenant  of  the  Cov- 
enanters as  of  vital  importance  to  them, 
among  which  were  a  large  number  of  the 
Ross  clan,  where  in  the  year  1709,  Robert 
Ross  was  born,  who  subsequently  married 
Jane  Lotta,  and  remaining  there  until  after 
the  birth  of  their  first  child,  then  emigrated 
to  America  and  settled  in  Lancaster  county. 
Pa.  There  several  sons  were  added  to  the 
family,  the  youngest,  Robert  Ross,  being 
born  September  2,  1753.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Revolutionary  war  he  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance  before  Col.  JNIiller,  enter- 
ed the  army  under  Gen.  Wayne  and  was  pres- 
ent at  the  storming  of  Stony  Point.  During 
the  year  1783,  he  married  Dorcas  Andrews, 
the  daughter  of  a  Scotchman,  wdiose  wife 
was  a  Ewing.  On  the  23d  of  March,  1774, 
Nancy,  their  first  child  was  born,  who  after- 
wards became  the  wife  of  James  C.  Eding- 
ton,  and  died  at  Masontown,  Pa.,  August  5, 
1863,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  In  June, 
1784,  the  two  Roberts — father  and  son — ■ 
emigrated  to  Fayette  county,  and  settled 
where  Masontown  now  stands.  On  January 
31,  1786,  John  Ross  was  born,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Wall.  He  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead August  I,  1865,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 
June  25,  1788,  Robert  Ross,  the  elder,  died, 
aged  about  seventy-eight  years ;  November 
28,  1787,  their  second  son,  Robert  Ross  was 
born.  In  the  year  1809  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Virginia  Lemaire,  who  had  been  born 
on  the  ship  A^irginia,  on  the  passage  of  her 
parents  from  France  to  escape  the  horrors 
of  the  French  Revolution ;  she  died  tiie  lat- 
ter part  of  1810,  leaving  one  child,  Gen.  M. 
A.  Ross,  of  Somerset  county.  Pa.,  who  is  the 
chief  of  the  clan  in  the  fourth  generation  by 
age.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  Robert,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war  of  1812,  went 
into  the  army  and  was  surrendered  by  Gen. 


Hull  to  the  British  under  Gen.  Brock.  He 
was  paroled, but  at  once  returned  to  the  army 
for  during  the  war;  justifying  breaking  his 
parole  on  the  grounds  that  British  gold  had 
made  the  capture.  He  was  afterwards  in  the 
battles  of  Lundy's  Lane,  Fort  Stephenson, 
Fort  Erie,  etc.,  and  was  wounded.  After 
the  war  ended,  he  returned  home,  but  enlist- 
ed again  on  the  9th  of  January,  1822,  and 
died  in  cantonment,  Baton  Rouge,  aged 
thirty-four  years.  August  il,  1790,  Moses 
A.  Ross  was  born ;  married  Isabella  Gil- 
more  ;  removed  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  where, 
on  the  22d  of  November,  1862,  he  died,  aged 
seventy-two  years.  December  24,  1792, 
Dorcas  Ross,  second  daughter,  was  born; 
married  Dr.  James  C.  Ramsay,  whom  she 
survived  over  thirty  years ;  died  February 
12,  1880,  aged  eighty-five  years,  near  New 
Geneva,  liaving  attained  the  greatest  age  of 
any  of  the  family.  June  17,  1797,  Warwick 
Ross,  who  was  named  after  Rev.  Warwick, 
a  Covenanter,  was  born,  married  Sarah  Hill, 
of  Morgantown,  West  Virginia,  died  at  his 
residence  on  the  old  French  Mill  property-, 
July  23,  1875,  aged  seventy  eight  years. 
April  18,  1800,  the  second  child  of  the  family, 
Hananiah  L.  Ross,  was  born,  who  married 
Hannah  Rider,  a  daughter  of  Lorentz  Rider. 
He  died  February  24,  1880,  aged  seventy- 
nine  years.  The  father  of  Robert  Ross,  the 
second,  died  November  12,  1823,  aged  seven- 
ty years ;  his  wife  Dorcas  (the  mother),  died 
August  1st,  1S35,  aged  eighty  years.  Thus 
three  generations  have  passed  away  full  of 
years,  and  the  fourlli  through  many  years 
in  Scotland,  where  the  sound  of  the  slogan 
could  not  reach  them.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  love  of  kindred  and  name  may  be  con- 
tinued in  the  clan. 

Jahu  N.  Ross,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Nicholson  township.  Pa.,  Octo- 
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ber  7,  1833,  on  the  farm  adjoining  the  one 
upon  which  he  now  resides,  which  was  also 
the  birthplace  and  home  of  his  father, 
Hananiah  L.  Ross,  above  mentioned.  He 
was  a  highly  respected  citizen,  and  a  man  of 
genuine  worth  to  the  community  in  which  he 
lived.  Of  his  family  of  seven  children,  six 
survive :  Jahu,  Isaac,  Nancy,  wife  of  Moses 
A.  Ferran;  Warwick  H. ;  Diana,  wife  of 
James  Blackford,  Ezra  and  Hannah  deceas- 
ed, who  was  the  wife  of  Colin  Malaby.  Jahu 
N.  Ross  (subject)  began  the  active  duties  of 
life  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  when  he  rented 
his  father's  farm  of  ninety-one  acres  and  tlius 
made  his  first  real  start  towards  gaining  a 
competency.  March  6,  1866,  he  married 
Mary  Ann  Fast,  daughter  of  Francis  Fast, 
of  Nicholson  township.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children :  Ira  W.  Ross, 
of  Washington  county.  Pa. ;  Francis  Ross,  of 
Nicholson  township,  and  Ann  Mary  E.,  wife 
of  James  Hague,  of  German  township.  Mr. 
Ross  is  a  valued  member  of  the  old  Frame 
Presbyterian  church.  He  was  also  a  Good 
Templar  and  member  of  the  Grange  during 
the  life  of  the  local  organization  and  efficient- 
ly filled  the  office  of  school  director  for  two 
years.  The  homestead  farm,  has  under  his 
care,  undergone  many  changes,  new,  mod- 
ern buildings  have  been  erected  thereon,  and 
its  fertile  fields  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  It  may  be  said  without  any  ful- 
some praise,  that  Mr.  Ross  has  a  reputation 
as  a  business  man  as  well  as  a  citizen  that 
is  without  blemish,  and  that  he  has  earned  it 
by  his  industry,  his  intelligence,  his  enter- 
prise and  his  personal  integrity. 

William  P.  Griffix. — Among  the  few 
who  are  represented  as  having  passed  the 
nonagenarian  period  in  Fayette  county  is 
William   P.    Griffin,   of   Nicholson    township. 


His  career  has  been  one  in  which  success  has 
followed  individual  effort ;  and  enterprise, 
perseverance  and  wise  management  have  re- 
sulted in  prosperity ;  he  overcame  all  ob- 
stacles by  a  determined  purpose  which  has 
won  for  him  the  proud  distinction  of  a  well- 
ripened  manhood  as  the  crowning  glory  of 
his  closing  years.  Mr.  Griffin  is  of  Welsh 
ancestry,  a  son  of  William  and  Rhoda  Griffin, 
who  came  to  Fayette  county  and  settled  on 
Georges  creek  in  Springhill  township.  He 
was  a  miller.  They  had  eight  children  of 
whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the 
seventh.  Fie  was  born  September  2,  1809, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
During  his  youth  he  worked  early  and  late 
to  cultivate  the  land  and  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock  raising  all  his 
life.  He  has  lived  on  the  farm  which  his 
father  purchased  in  1830  and  moved  on  in 
1832.  In  August,  1836,  he  married  Mary 
Ann  Gans,  of  Springhill  township,  who  lived 
until  March,  1898,  having  reached  her  eighty- 
second  year.  To  this  union  were  born  the 
following  children :  William  L.,  Charles  A., 
Richard  N.,  Harriet  E..  Amity  R.,  Martha 
M.,  Elizabeth,  George  and  Flora  M.,  who 
are  still  living,  and  Mary  L.,  Alvin  W.  and 
Addie  M.,  deceased.  Mr.  Griffin  was  once 
a  lieutenant  in  the  State  militia,  and  two  of 
his  sons,  William  L.  and  Charles  A.  served 
in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Griffin  were  for  many  years  members  of  the 
Baptist  church,  but  about  1868  they  united 
with  the  Christian  church  of  which  they  were 
honored  and  useful  members,  Mr.  Griffin  be- 
ing now  an  elder  thereof.  Mrs.  Griffin  was 
possessed  of  true  Christian  virtue  and  was 
devoted  to  her  husband  and  family  who  re- 
vere her  memory.  Mr.  Griffin's  long  resi- 
dence in  Fayette  county  has  given  him  an 
extensive  acquaintance,  and  he  has  won  for 


1132 


NELSON'S  BIOGRAPHICAL  DICTIONARY 


himself  a  name  which  is  associated  with  all 
that  is  honorable,  noble  and  elevated,  and  he 
will  leave  a  memory  in  which  the  fragrance 
of  good  deeds,  the  exaltation  of  true  man- 
hood and  the  elevation  of  Christian  character 
so  happily  combine  to  render  his  life  tnilv 
blessed. 

Dick  N.  Craft  is  a  well  known  ami  en- 
terprising young  man  of  Redstone  township 
and  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  respected 
family  of  that  township,  where  he  was  born 
in  the  house  in  which  he  now  resides  on  Oc- 
tober 26,  1852.  Fie  is  a  son  of  the  late  James 
W.  and  Caroline  (Craft)  Craft,  whose  per- 
sonal history  is  given  in  the  biograph)?  of 
Hayden  R.  Craft.  Dick  N.  Craft  was  reaied 
in  his  native  township  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools.  The  first  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  on  his  father's  farm  where  lie  as- 
siduously applied  himself  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Here  he  remained  up  to  1887,  at  which 
time  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Union 
Supply  Company,  of  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  as  a  clerk.  In  this  position  he 
proved  himself  almost  indispensable  to  his 
employers  up  to  1892,  when  he  returned  to 
L^niontown  where  he  engaged  in  the  meat 
Imsiness  with  his  brother-in-law,  J.  R. 
Carothcrs.  He  remained  in  this  business  up 
to  1895  when  he  removed  to  his  birthplace 
and  present  farm,  consisting  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  and 
his  brother,  Hayden  R.,  are  operating  a  port- 
able saw  mill  which  has  proved  successful. 
In  this  cntcrjirisc  they  have  been  engaged 
for  twenty  years.  Mr.  D.  N.  Craft  is  a  wide- 
awake business  man  as  well  as  a  practical 
farmer ;  he  is  well  in  advance  of  his  age  in 
all  the  ])ursuits  pertaining  to  the  farmer's 
wants.  Mr.  Craft  is  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  a  member  of  the  Royal  .\rcanum.     May 


31,  1875,  he  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Rebecca  W.,  daughter  of  Stephen  R.  and 
Sarah  Nutt.  To  this  union  were  born  the 
following  children:  Paul  R.,  October  30, 
1876;  Luray  V.,  September  17,  1878;  Sam- 
uel C,  December  5,  1880;  Joseph  AI.  (de- 
ceased), September  13,  1882;  Annie  M.,  May 
23,  1884;  Ruth  (deceased),  October  29,  1886; 
Lottie  M.  (deceased),  March  i,  1891.  Mrs. 
Rebecca  W.  Craft  was  born  in  Jefferson 
township,  January  8,  1856.  Her  parents  are 
still  living.  Pier  paternal  grandfather,  Jo- 
seph Nutt,  was  one  of  the  gold  prospectors 
who,  in  1849,  went  to  California  and  died 
there. 

PIayden  R.  Craft  is  one  of  Redstone 
township's  prosperous  and  progressive  farm- 
ers and  is  the  descendant  of  George  Craft 
(great-grandfather), who  was  a  native  of  Ger- 
many and  came  to  this  country  at  an  early 
age.  He  settled  in  Maryland  near  the  site  of 
the  battle  ground  of  Antietam,  where  he  lived 
until  1771,  when  be  removed  with  his  family 
to  Western  Pennsylvania  and  where  he  set- 
tled on  a  farm  which  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
his  descendants  ever  since.  George  and  his 
good  wife  lived  to  be  old  and  reared  a  family 
of  useful  men  and  women.  One  of  those 
sons,  David  Craft  (grandfather),  was  born  in 
1763  and  married  to  Margaret  Woodrow  in 
1788,  who  bore  him  thirteen  children.  David 
Craft  foresaw  the  necessity  of  a  trained  mind 
to  reap  the  full  measure  and  benefit  of  any 
of  the  various  callings  in  life,  and  therefore 
sought  the  education  of  his  children,  and 
secured,  with  others,  a  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oxford  to  teach  a  select  school  in 
which  his  children  were  placed.  Mr.  Craft 
lived  to  see  the  happy  result  of  his  labor  of 
love  and  died  at  a  ripe  old  age;  his  wife's 
death   occurred    in    1812.     James    W.    Craft, 


AXD   HISTORICAL   REFERENCE   BOOK   OF  FAYETTE   COUNTY. 


1133 


the  son  of  David  and  father  of  Harden  R. 
Craft,  was  born  in  Redstone  township,  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1807.  He  was  educated  in  common 
and  select  schools.  He  had  a  natural  as 
well  as  a  cultivated  taste  for  the  higher 
grades  of  literature  and  had  great  admiration 
for  the  English  classics,  and  was  able  to 
quote  extensively  from  them.  In  early  life 
he  showed  a  proficiency  in  music  which  he 
cutilvated  to  an  eminent  degree.  While  yet 
a  boy  he  became  leader  of  the  celebrated  mili- 
tary band  which  furnished  martial  music  for 
the  military  companies  organized  at  Browns- 
ville and  Uniontown.  His  band  furnished 
the  music  at  the  reception  of  the  JNIarquis 
de  La  Fayette  in  Uniontown  in  1825,  and  at 
the  invitation  of  Albert  Gallatin  accompanied 
the  former  to  the  home  of  the  latter.  This 
band  furnished  music  for  all  the  Masonic  and 
military  parades  of  Uniontown,  Washington 
and  Brownsville  from  1824  to  1835.  General 
Jackson  expressed  himself  in  these  words: 
"That  surpasses  any  martial  music  I  have 
ever  heard."  The  favorite  instruments  of 
!Mr.  Craft  were  the  flute  and  the  clarionet. 
He  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Craft,  in  February,  1847. 
To  this  happy  union  there  were  born  nine 
children.  Mr.  Craft  was  an  enthusitstic  Old 
Line  Whig  and  had  held  many  of  the  town- 
ship offices.  He  held  for  thirty  years  that 
of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  strictly  a 
man  of  peace ;  often,  to  his  own  financial 
loss,  would  he  bring  the  two  contending 
parties  together  and  secure  a  compromise. 
His  life's  principle  was  "Do  unto  others  as 
you  would  that  others  should  do  unto  you." 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Hopwell  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  church  of  which  he  was 
a  supporting  pillar.  So  noble  and  gentle 
was  his  bearing,  so  kind  and  loving  his  dis- 
position,  so   true   and   affectionate   his   love, 


that,  in  the  wide  range  of  his  acquaintance 
none  could  possibly  be  missed  more  than  he. 
His  deatii  occurred  February  20,  1881.  His 
widow  still  survives. 

Hayden  R.  Craft,  son  of  James  W.  and 
Caroline  (Craft)  Craft,  was  born  in  Redstone 
township  upon  the  farm  which  he  now  oc- 
cupies, September  19,  1857.  He  was  educat- 
ed in  the  common  schools  and  chose  for 
himself  the  vocation  of  a  farmer.  He  has 
succeeded  and  to  see  his  surroundings  is  to 
appreciate  successful  results.  His  well  tilled 
farm  consists  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres,  the  value  of  which  is  enhanced  daily 
by  the  skillful  manipulation  of  his  hands. 
Like  his  honored  father  James  W.,  he  is  an 
ardent  Republican  and  has  held  many  re- 
sponsible offices  in  the  township.  He  also  in- 
herited his  father's  love  for  music  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Brownsville  band.  He  also 
enjoys  membership  in  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  U.  On  October  26, 
1878,  he  married  ]\Iiss  Laura  B.,  daughter  of 
Searight  W.  and  Katharine  Colley.  To 
this  union  were  born  three  children :  Lulu 
B.,  February  20,  1881  ;  Lizzie  E.,  October  3, 
1885,  and  Gertrude,  April  7,  1887.  Mrs. 
Laura  B.  (Colley)  Craft  was  born  in  Menal- 
len  township,  February  12,  i860,  and  was 
educated  at  the  Pittsburg  Female  college 
from  which  she  graduated  with  high  honors. 
She  also  graduated  in  music  and  competed 
for  the  prize  awarded  the  victor  of  her  class. 
She  is  a  woman  of  refinement  and  culture. 
Mrs.  Craft  and  her  daughters  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Uriah  Higi.miotham  is  one  of  Redstone 
township's  prosperous  farmers,  and  is  a 
son  of  the  late  Thomas  and  Malinda  (Maple) 
Higintotham,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Greene  county,  Pennsylvania ;  and  removed 
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to  Fayette  county  in  1857,  locating  in  Red- 
stone township,  where  they  owned  about  five 
hundred  acres  of  land  (see  sketch  of  Sam- 
uel Higinbotham).  Uriah  was  born  in 
Greene  county,  Pennsylvania,  November  22, 
1857,  and  is  the  sixth  in  order  of  age  of  his 
father's  children.  He  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Redstone  township  and  has  chosen 
the  vocation  of  a  farmer  to  which  pursuit 
he  has  assiduously  applied  himself.  He 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  from  boyhood 
and  in  his  early  manhood  and  there  acquired 
the  habits  and  principles  which  in  after  years 
have  stood  him  in  hand  and  made  him  a  suc- 
cess as  an  agriculturist.  Mr.  Higinbotham 
owns  a  well  tilled  and  productive  farm  the 
products  of  which  find  a  ready  market  where- 
ever  presented.  In  1880  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Harry  and 
Rosanna  Holland.  To  this  union  were  born 
three  children:  Arthur,  born  March  21, 
1882;  Nora,  born  July  18,  1884,  and  Anna 
M.,  born  in  October,  1886.  Mrs.  Ehzabeth 
(Holland)  Higinbotham  was  born  in  Red- 
stone township  in  1855.  They  are  members 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church. 
Mr.  Higinbotham  is  a  staunch  Repuljlican. 

Samuel,  Higinbotham  is  a  well  known 
and  prosperous  farmer  residing  in  Redstone 
township  upon  a  well  cultivated  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  Samuel  Higinbotham  of 
German  parentage,  who  located  in  Greene 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  followed  the 
mercantile  business  for  some  years.  He  af- 
terwards removed  to  Masontown,  Fayette 
county,  where  he  continued  in  the  same  line 
of  business  for  a  numljer  of  years.  He  was 
a  successful  business  man,  but  of  a  (|uiet  and 
reserved  turn  of  mind.  He  was  very  hos- 
pitable,   and    could    be    entertaining    to    his 


friends.  In  his  public  life  he  never  lost  sight 
of  the  principle  "as  ye  measure  to  others  it 
shall  be  measured  to  you  again."  In  politics 
he  was  a  Republican ;  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  Esther  Cousen,  and  their  chil- 
dren were :  George,  Uriah,  James,  Samuel, 
Thomas,  Theophilus  and  William.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Elizabeth  Creamer, 
by  whom  he  had  one  child, Balsar.  The  above 
named  sons  have  become  men  of  worth  and 
usefulness  in  some  of  the  various  walks  of 
life.  Samuel  was  a  physician;  Theophilus 
was  a  successful  merchant ;  William  was  an 
accountant,  while  Balsar  was  a  prominent 
attorney,  who  subsequently  became  judge  in 
one  of  the  counties  of  Indiana.  Samuel, 
their  father,  lived  to  be  seventy-five  years  of 
age,  and  at  his  death  had  the  respect  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  Thomas,  one  of  the  above 
named  sons  of  Samuel,  was  born  in  Greene 
county,  Pennsylvania,  December  7,  1824. 
He  was  educated  at  the  common  schools  and 
in  early  life  entered  into  mercantile  business 
at  Point  Marion.  Alter  a  short  experience 
there  he  removed  to  Greene  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  followed  the  same  business 
in  connection  with  hotel  keeping.  Here  he 
remained  eight  years.  In  1855  he  returned 
to  this  county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm 
on  which  his  son  Samuel  now  resides.  In 
business,  Mr.  Higinbotham  was  an  honest 
and  honorable  man,  dealing  justly  with  all 
men.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  was  also 
an  elder.  Politically,  he  was  a  Republican. 
He  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Malinda 
Maple,  a  native  of  Greene  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, October  12,  1848.  To  this  union 
there  were  seven  children  born:  Robert, 
Samuel,  Esther  (deceased),  Alfred  (deceased), 
Uriah,  Elizabeth  (deceased)  and  Mary.     Mr. 
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Thomas  Higinbotham  died  August  21,  1893. 
His  wife's  death  occurred  January  28,  1899. 
Samuel  Higinbotham,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  in  Greene  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, October  25,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  the 
above  named  Thomas  and  Malinda  (Maple) 
Higinbotham.  He  was  seven  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  his  father  to  this  county, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He 
chose  for  himself  a  farmer's  life,  and  has 
proved  his  efficiency  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He 
resides  on  the  farm  which  was  purchased  and 
owned  by  his  father.  Samuel  Higinbotham 
is  a  practical  farmer,  wdio  employs  all  the 
modern  improvements  to  facilitate  his  labor 
and  aid  him  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  as  such 
enjoys  the  full  confidence  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, both  in  his  own  and  opposing  parties. 
He  has  efficiently  performed  the  duties  of 
several  of  the  township  offices.  In  1882  he 
was  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners 
to  collect  both  State  and  county  taxes.  On 
February  11,  1875,  he  was  joined  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Caroline,  daughter  of  James  and 
Eliza  Frasher.  To  this  union  there  were 
born  eight  children :  Bertha,  James  (deceas- 
ed), Thomas,  Alfred,  Wilkie,  Nathaniel,  Eliza 
and  Hopwood.  Mrs.  Caroline  (Frasher)  Hig- 
inbotham was  born  in  Franklin  township, 
May  12,  1857. 

Lewis  Perry  Hess,  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  residing  in  Redstone  township,  was 
born  in  Menallen  township,  Fayette  county, 
September  23,  1843.  He  is  a  son  of  the 
late  John  and  Eliza  (Button)  Hess,  the  form- 
er born  in  Redstone  township  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  his  son,  Lewis  P.,  in  1812; 
the  latter  born  in  Washington  county.  Pa., 
in  1818.  John  Hess  was  reared  and  educat- 
ed in  Fayette  county  and  pursued  the  calling 


of  a  farmer  at  which  he  was  a  success.  He 
owned  and  tilled  eighty-four  acres  of  valu- 
able land  in  Redstone  township,  where  he  re- 
mained all  his  life.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church,  in  good  standing  and  was  for 
several  years  superintendent  of  the  Sunda\-- 
school.  Politicall)",  he  was  a  Democrat. 
Their  family  consisted  of  ten  children,  eight 
of  whom  are  living:  Martin,  Timothy,  John, 
Lewis  P.,  Isaac,  Clark,  Elizabeth  and  Eliza 
A.  John  died  ]\Iarch  2,  1865.  His  wife, 
Eliza,  survives  him.  Martin  Hess,  paternal 
grandfather,  was  a  native  of  Germany  and 
emigrated  to  this  country  early  enough  to 
be  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  his  section. 
His  wife  was  Rachel  Orange,  who  bore 
him  ten  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing. Alartin  died  in  1872.  His  wife.  Rachel, 
died  in  1850.  Lewis  P.  Hess,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Red- 
stone township  and  has  been  a  farmer  from 
his  youth  up.  Pie  has  been  a  successful 
farmer.  He  tills  a  valuable  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  eight  acres,  the  produce  of 
which  finds  a  ready  market  in  the  adjacent 
markets.  Mr.  L.  P.  Hess  is  a  practical  man 
and  a  practical  farmer.  He  has  the  entire 
confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  who  have 
placed  him  in  offices  of  importance  and  trust. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  tax  collector  and 
assessor  with  satisfaction  to  all.  On  March 
18,  1875,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  A., 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  Cowell.  To 
this  marriage  was  born  four  children :  Riley 
S.,  September  8,  1877;  Leslie  E.,  August  14, 
1879;  Lucy  M.,  January  18,  1881,  and  an 
unnamed  infant  (deceased).  Mrs.  Jane  E. 
Hess  was  born  in  Menallen  township  in  1843. 

Robert  Finley  (deceased)  was  one  of 
Redstone  township's  worthy  citizens.  He 
was  born  April  4,  1809,  on  the  farm  now  own- 
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ed  and  occupied  l)y  his  son  Thomas  W.  He 
was  educated  in  tlie  common  schools  where 
he  hccame  sufficiently  proficient  to  fill  a  sub- 
sequent life  of  usefulness  as  a  farmer.  He 
w^as  a  live  business  man;  quick  to  perceive, 
rapid  in  thought  but  moderate  in  his  con- 
clusions. He  believed  in  and  carried  out  the 
beautiful  principles  of  the  Golden  Rule  and  ; 
was  a  man  of  sterling  qualities.  His  integrity 
was  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  indeed 
he  was  noted  for  his  devotion  to  his  God, 
his  usefulness  to  his  neighbors  and  his  chari- 
tv  to  all.  These  made  his  character  great, 
''For  virtues  arc  the  forces  and  powers  of 
life."  \\'hile  he  left  ample  means  for  his  chil- 
dren, his  best  legacy  is  his  good  name.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Republican  and  in  religious 
faith  a  Presbyterian.  He  was  married  twice ; 
first  to  Catherine  Carothcrs  by  whom  he  had 
six  children,  two  of  whom  grew  to  maturity : 
Samuel  E.  and  Mrs.  Mary  ^largery  Baird. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Ann  Hur- 
ford  who  bore  him  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living:  Thomas  W.,  John  K.  and 
Mrs.  Margaret  A.  \\'ilson.  Robert  Finley 
died  October  7,  1874,  and  his  second  wife 
who  was  born  November  20,  1816,  died  June 
ID,  1895.  Robert  I'inley  was  the  thirteenth 
in  order  of  age  of  a  family  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren. His  father,  Ivbenezer  Finley  who  was 
born  December  28,  1760,  was  a  native  of 
Maryland  and  a  practical  farmer  in  his  day. 
He  was  noted  far  and  wide  for  his  piety  and 
fervency  and  elociuencc  in  prayer.  He  or- 
ganized the  first  Sunday-school  in  New 
Salem.  He  was  one  of  the  main  if  not  the 
main  pillar  in  IJie  I'resliyterian  cjnu-ch  of 
which  he  was  an  elder,  lie  was  married  four 
times;  first  to  Jane  Kinkaid,  Januar\-  29,  I 
1782;  she  was  l)orn  November  5.  1762.  and  1 
died  June  5.   17<)3.     h'or  his  second  wife  he    ! 


married  Violet  Lowrey,  April  8,  1794;  she  was 
born  April  2,  1775,  and  died  November  11, 
1804.  For  his  third  wife  he  married  Marjory 
Cunningham,  March  14,  1805;  she  was  born 
April  II,  1769,  and  died  June  27,  1822.  For 
his  fourth  wife  he  married  Sarah  Jones,  in 
1822;  she  was  born  September  14,  1769, 
and  died  January  24,  1847.  There  were  born 
to  the  above  marriages  fourteen  children. 
Ebenezer  Finley  was  the  son  of  Rev.  James 
Finley!  a  native  of  Armagh  Province  of 
Ulster,  Ireland,  who  was  born  in  February, 
1725.  He  was  a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  came  to  this  country  about  1760, 
locating  in  Maryland.  In  1765  he  removed 
to  this  county,  locating"  in  Redstone  town- 
ship where  he  took  up  three  hundred  and 
five  acres  of  land  now  the  property  of  his 
great-grandson,  Thomas  W.  Finley.  He, 
with  the  Rev.  James  Power  organized  the 
Rehoboth  Presbyterian  church  near  the  site 
of  Fayette  City.  These  two  were  the  first 
Presbyterian  clergymen  to  cross  the  moun- 
tains. Rev.  James  Finley  served  faithfuUv 
for  a  number  of  years  as  pastor  of  the  Elk- 
ton  Presbyterian  church,  in  Maryland.  His 
sons  were  farmers  and  were  as  follows :  Wil- 
liam, Michael,  Joseph,  Ebenezer  and  Samuel 
R.  The  first  three  he  settled  in  comfortable 
homes  at  Rehoboth,  Westmoreland  county, 
and  the  others  in  this  county  in  Redstone 
township  on  Dunlap's  creek.  Rev.  James 
Finley  had  a  brother,  Rev.  Samuel  Finley, 
who  was  one  of  the  first  presidents  of  Prince- 
ton college,  and  grandfather  of  Samuel  Fin- 
ley ]\lorse,  the  inventor  of  the  telegraph. 
Rev.  James  Finley  died  January  (1.  1795.  and 
his  remains  were  interred  at  Rehoboth. 
John  Finley  was  the  father  of  the  Rev.  James 
an<l  Rev.  Sanuiel  Finlc\-,  and  came  to  this 
ci  untry  in  1734,  locating  in  Marvlan  1. 


AND   HISTORICAL  REFERENCE   BOOK   OF  FAYETTE   COUNTY. 


11:37 


George  Roberts  is  a  well  known  and 
prosperous  farmer  residing  in  Redstone 
township  where  he  was  born  September  3, 
1829.  His  paternal  great-great-grandfather 
was  Griffith  Roberts,  a  native  of  Wales,  who 
emigrated  to  this  country  and  settled  in 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania.  By  occupa- 
tion he  was  a  stonemason,  at  which  he  work- 
ed most  of  his  life.  In  conjunction  with  his 
trade  he  conducted  farming  to  quite  an  ex- 
tent. In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  in  reli- 
gion a  Quaker.  His  wife  was  Miss  Rachel 
Jeffries,  by  whom  he  had  one  son  and  three 
daughters.  This  couple  lived  to  an  advanced 
age.  Griffith's  son  was  x\braliam,  and  grand- 
father of  George  Roberts ;  he  was  born  in 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania ;  he,  too,  was 
brought  up  a  Quaker,  and  like  his  father, 
served  his  time  at  the  stonemason's  trade; 
he  also  worked  a  farm.  He  came  to  this 
county  with  his  father  long  before  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  and  settled  in  what  is  now 
Redstone  township  on  a  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  valuable  land.  He  had  all  the 
good  traits  of  the  Quakers ;  he  was  social, 
hospitable  and  charitable.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Morris,  in  1804,  by  whom  he  had 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  only  one  of 
whom  is  now  living.  Politically  he  was  a 
staunch  Democrat.  Pie  died  in  1819,  his 
wife's  death  occurred  later.  Abraham  had 
a  son  whose  name  was  Griffith  and  was  the 
father  of  George,  the  subject  of  this  notice. 
He  was  born  in  Redstone  township,  March 
7,  1807;  he  did  not  follow  the  calling  of  his 
worthy  progenitors  in  being  a  stonemason, 
but  took  kindly  to  farming,  to  which  he  ap- 
plied himself  assiduousl}'.  He  was  a  man  of 
marked  ability  and  influence ;  he  served  his 
county  as  associate  judge  for  nearly  two 
terms,  his  last  term  being  cut  short  bv  the 


discontinuance  of  the  office.  He  was  justice 
of  the  peace  for  ten  years.  Mr.  Roberts  was 
well  and  favorably  known ;  he  was  a  man  far 
above  mediocrity  in  business  qualifications, 
and  attended  to  much  of  the  public  business 
in  his  section  of  the  county  as  administrator 
and  executor  of  estates.  He  at  various  times 
held  all  the  offices  in  the  township  except 
constable  which  office  he  did  not  covet ;  he 
had  the  entire  confidence  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  like  all  good  men  believed  that 
every  man  was  honest,  a  fact  which  exposed 
him  to  the  tricks  and  impositions  of  corrupt 
and  selfish  men.  He  was  commissioned 
captain  of  a  militia  company.  In  1826  he 
married  Miss  Nancy  Fought,  and  because 
she  was  not  a  Quakeress  the  church  of  his 
fathers  was  closed  against  him.  There  were 
four  children  born  to  them :  Hannah  (deceas- 
ed) ;  Philip  (deceased) ;  Elizabeth  and 
George.  Mrs.  Nancy  Roberts  was  born  in 
Redstone  township  in  1801  and  died  in  1858; 
her  husband  died  in  1894.  George,  son  of 
Griffith  and  Nancy  (Fought)  Roberts,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  township. 
He  remained  at  home  until  his  twenty-sixth 
year  when  he  launched  out  in  life  for  himself. 
After  renting  farms  for  a  number  of  years 
he  bought  forty  acres  in  Redstone  township 
in  1884  which  he  afterwards  sold  to  his  son. 
In  1892  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres  upon  which  he  now 
resides.  Mr.  Roberts  is  a  Democrat  and  as 
such  has  held  several  township  offices.  He 
married  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
EHzabeth  Frank,  in  September.  1855.  To  this 
union  were  born :  Nancy  E.,  Jasper  M., 
Griffith  A.,  Jesse  E.,  George  A.,  Mary  H. 
and  James  H.  Airs.  Eliza  (Frank)  Roberts 
was  born  in  German  township,  December, 
1828.     Three  of  the  above   sons   are  stone- 
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masons,  viz:  Jasper  M.,  Jesse  E.  and  George. 
A.     James    H.   is    a   painter;    Griffith   A.,    a 

farmer. 

James  West  is  a  resident  of  Redstone 
township  and  one  of  its  well  known  farmers. 
He  was  born  in  the  above  named  township, 
November  29,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late 
James  and  Louisiana  (Ball)  West.  The 
former  was  born  in  Redstone  township,  the 
latter  in  Kentucky.  Samuel  West,  father  of 
the  last  named  James  and  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  first  of  that 
family  of  Wests  to  settle  in  this  county.  He 
removed  from  New  Jersey  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  country ;  he  was  a  wagon  maker 
and  cooper  by  occupation,  but  at  the  same 
time  paid  some  attention  to  farming,  for  he 
owned  a  large  tract  in  Redstone  township. 
He  and  his  wife  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age  bear- 
ing with  them  the  respect  of  those  who  knew 
them.  His  son  James,  and  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  native  of  Redstone  township. 
He  learned  the  wagon  and  coach  mak- 
ing trade  from  his  father.  He  was  a 
first  class  mechanic  who  could  build  a 
coach  from  a  "stump ;"  that  included  get- 
ling  out  the  timber  from  the  log,  dressing, 
jointing,  ironing  and  painting.  Besides 
being  a  good  mechanic,  he  was  a  farmer  of 
some  note,  owning  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Redstone 
township,  upon  which  were  established  his 
shops.  The  political  faith  of  Mr.  West  was 
democratic.  His  family  nuni]:)ercd  nine, 
three  of  whom  arc  now  living.  James  died 
July  8,  1888;  his  wife,  Louisiana,  died  sub- 
sequentl)^.  James,  their  son,  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Redstone  township  and  learned 
the  trade  of  which  his  father  and  grandfather 
were  masters,  and  indeed  he  was  not  behind 
his  ancestors  in  the  skillful  use  of  tools;  he 


worked  at  his  father's  bench  from  his  youth 
up.  He  continued  at  home  until  1869  when 
he  removed  to  Merrittstown  where  he  work- 
ed at  his  trade,  remaining  there  for  eight 
years.  Li  1877  he  removed  to  his  present 
farm  Avhere  he  enjoys  the  blessings  of  a  life 
of  comfort  surrounded  by  those  conveniences 
which  only  a  farmer  enjoys.  January  5, 
1865,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Uriah  Higinbotham,  of  Masontown. 
To  this  union  were  born  three  sons :  Uriah 
H.,  born_January  9,  1866  (died  October  18, 
1871);  James  M.,  born  November  12,  1867, 
and  George  H.,  born  July  12,  1869.  Mrs. 
Nancy  H.  West  was  born  in  Masontown, 
December  i,  1842;  she  is  a  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  West 
is  a  Republican  in  politics. 

WiELiAM  D.  Price  is  one  of  Redstone 
township's  well  known  and  prosperous  farm- 
ers, residing  on  a  well  tilled  and  productive 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres.  He 
was  born  in  the  house  in  which  he  now  lives, 
January  27,  1829.  He  is  the  grandson  of 
William  Price  who  was  a  native  of  Wales 
and  emigrating  to  this  country,  locating  in 
Washington  count}-,  Pennsylvania.  After 
remaining  there  for  some  time,  he,  in  1797, 
removed  to  this  county,  having  received  a 
patent  for  his  land  June  27,  1796.  In  re- 
ligious belief  he  was  a  Quaker;  in  politics  a 
Republican.  He  was  a  grand  old  man  of 
truth  and  uprightness  whose  character  was 
made  up  of  sterling  qualities.  Eight  children 
were  born  to  him:  Joel,  ^^'illiam,  Harmon, 
David,  Isaac,  Henry,  Mary  and  Hannah. 
William  died  in  the  vigor  of  life  at  the  age 
of  forty-six ;  his  wife  lived  to  a  great  age. 
William  D.  is  the  son  of  Joel,  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  Augr.st  2^,  1791,  and  was  six 
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years  of  age  when  he  removed  to  this  coun- 
ty with  his  father,  consequently  he  was  rear- 
ed and  educated  in  Redstone  township  and 
in  it  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  At  the 
death  of  his  lamented  father  he  bought  out 
the  heirs  to  his  father's  estate.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Brown,  Janu- 
ary I,  1818.  To  this  union  were  born  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity: 
Henry  W.,  born  October  13,  1818;  Dorcas, 
October  4,  1820;  Esther,  April  17,  1822; 
Thomas,  April  25,  1824;  Hannah,  January  28, 
1826;  William  D.,  January  27,  1829;  Her- 
man, December  2,  1832  and  Mary  E.,  March 
24,  1837.  Mrs.  Price  was  born  July  31,  1790, 
and  died  March  8,  1876.  Joel  Price  was  a 
Quaker  in  faith  whose  spotless  character  was 
beyond  suspicion.  He  carried  out  in  life 
those  principles  of  truth  and  virtue  which  his 
Quaker  parents  instilled  into  his  young  mind. 
Politically  he  was  a  Republican.  He  died 
November  4,  1864.  William  D.,  son  of  Joel 
and  Elizabeth  Price  was  born,  reared  and 
trained  upon  the  farm  which  he  now  owns 
and  where  he  has  always  resided.  He  chose 
for  himself  that  vocation  which  brings  him 
nearest  to  nature's  God — a  tiller  of  the  soil. 
He  is  a  practical  farmer  and  is  \we\\  known- 
for  his  uprightness  of  character  and  integrity 
of  life.  He  married  Miss  Sallie  J.,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Margaret  Skinner,  on 
February  5,  1867.  They  have  no  children. 
Mrs.  Sallie  J.  Price  is  a  pleasant  and  estim- 
able woman.  She  was  born  in  this  county 
November  6,  1836.  They  are  both  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Brownsville. 
Politically  Mr.  Price  is  a  Republican. 

DioCLUTiAN  Shipley,  a  farmer  of  Red- 
stone township,  residing  on  Redstone  creek, 
is  of  English  extraction  and  a  descendant  of 
one  of  six  brothers  of  the  name  of  Shipley, 


who  came  from  London,  England.  One  of 
those  brothers  had  a  son,  William,  who  was 
the  paternal  grandfather  of  Diocletian  Ship- 
ley. He  located  in  Henry  Clay  township 
where  he  owned  and  operated  four  farms,  on 
one  of  which  he  built  a  grist  mill.  He  mar- 
ried Jane  Hall  who  bore  him  seven  children, 
three  of  whom  were  sons,  and  two  of  the 
seven  are  now  (1900)  living.  William  Ship- 
Icy  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  faith  a 
Christian.  He  lived  to  be  ninety-five  years 
of  age,  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  Samuel  Shipley,  a  son  of  William, 
was  born  in  Henry  Clay  township  in  1809, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He 
owned  two  large  farms  and  was  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  in  Henry  Clay  township. 
He  began  life  a  poor  boy,  but  by  energy, 
pluck  and  determination  to  win,  he  gained 
the  top  round.  He  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  two  terms.  In  1849  ^^  sold  out  his 
interests  in  Henry  Clay  township  and  re- 
moved to  Chalk  Hill,  Wharton  township, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres.  Here  he  also  kept  a  hotel 
and  became  well  known  on  the  National 
Road.  In  i860  he  removed  to  Hopwood 
where  he  bought  another  small  farm ;  and 
also  kept  a  hotel.  In  1862  he  was  elected 
county  commissioner  for  one  term.  He 
served  as  associate  judge  for  one  term.  In 
1874  he  removed  to  Uniontown,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  deatli  in  1894.  He  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Marker  in  1829,  and  their 
family  consisted  of  nine  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living:  William,  Adolphus, 
Milford  and  Diocletian.  In  early  life  Mr. 
Shipley  was  a  conspicuous  figure  on  the  "Old 
Pike."  For  a  number  of  years  he  had  the 
contract  for  its  repairs,  a  position,  along 
with  his  hotels,  which  brought  him  in  con- 
tact  with   the   traveling  public.      He   was    a 
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staunch  Democrat,  and  a  valued  member  of 
the  Disciple  church.  His  wife  was  born  in 
1811  and  died  in  1891.  Diocletian  Shipley 
was  born  at  Chalk  Hill,  March  5,  1850,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  at  Hopwood,  where 
he  made  his  home  up  to  1892.  His  first  bus- 
iness was  as  a  contractor  to  furnish  cut  stone 
for  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  which  he  con- 
tinued up  to  1876.  He  next  introduced  fire- 
stone  for  lining  cupolas  and  converters  in 
steel  mills.  He  was  the  first  man  to  intro- 
duce such  stone  which  has  been  and  is  to- 
day indispensable  to  steel  mills.  He  next 
entered  into  a  contract  to  furnish  and  erect 
poles  for  the  street  car  lines  for  electrical 
and  trolley  purposes  for  the  Uniontown, 
Connellsville  and  New  Haven  lines.  In  1893 
he  removed  to  his  present  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  where  he  enjoys  life  in 
ease  and  comfort.  On  December  25,  1872, 
he  married  ]\Iiss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of 
George  W.  and  Elizabeth  Haught,  and  to 
their  union  six  children  have  been  born : 
George  W.,  Julius,  Mary  K.,  Howard  F., 
Morgan  B.  and  Mabel  L.  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Shipley  was  born  in  German  township,  July 

15,  1855.  Mr.  Shipley  is  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  K.  of  P.,  and  Royal  Arcanum. 
He  is  a  Methodist  Protestant,  and  his  wife 
is  a  Baptist.  Politically  Mr.  Shipley  is  a 
staunch  Republican.  George  W.  Haught. 
father. of  Mrs.  Shipley,  was  born  in  German 
township  in  1835.  His  father  was  Joseph 
Haught,  a  native  of  Germany.  Religiously 
the  llaughts  are  German  Lutherans. 

Ci,.'\KK  B.  Campbell  is  a  well  known  far- 
mer in  Redstone  townshi|:>,  residing  on  a 
well  tilled  and  i)roductive  farm  of  ninety-nine 
acres.    He  was  burn  in  Fayette  countv  April 

16,  1842,  and  is  a  .son  of  the  late  William 
and  Mary  (Antrim)  Campbell.     The  former 


was  born  in  Ohio  in  1784,  the  latter  in  Men- 
alien  township,  Fayette  county,  in  1797. 
A\'illiani  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ohio. 
He  was  a  farmer  of  moderate  means,  and 
operated  a  farm  in  the  above  mentioned 
State  for  some  years.  In  1822  he  removed  to 
Perryopolis,  this  county,  where  he  purchased 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres. 
This  farm  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Campbell 
of  a  Mr.  Shreves,  who  had  bought  it  direct- 
ly from  the  estate  of  George  Washington. 
William  Campbell  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mary  Antrim,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Sarah 
Campbell  in  1823.  To  this  union  there  were 
born  ten  children :  jMorgan,  Robert  (de- 
ceased), Ruth,  Caleb,  Reuben  B.,  Benjamin 
(deceased),  Joseph,  Eliza  A.  (deceased), 
Samuel  and  Clark  B.  Religiously,  Mr. 
Campbell  was  a  Quaker,  and  as  such  de- 
veloped those  happy  characteristics  which  go 
to  make  up  their  simple  but  godly  deport- 
ment. He  was  a  successful  and  experienced 
farmer.  Politically,  he  was  a  Republican. 
His  death  took  place  in  1875,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  His  wife's  death  occurred 
in  1872,  aged  seventy-four  years.  Clark  B. 
Campbell  is  the  tenth  of  his  father's  children. 
He  received  his  education  at  the  common 
schools  and  always  applied  himself  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  worked  on  his  father's 
farm  until  1877,  at  which  time  he  removed 
to  Redstone  township,  where  he  had,  the 
same  year,  bought  a  farm,  the  same  u[)on 
which  he  now  resides.  His  line  of  farming 
is  grain  and  stock  raising,  of  which  lie  has 
a  practical  knowledge.  On  October  31,  1878, 
he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Susan  C,  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Rosetta  Smith.  To  this  union 
there  was  born  one  son,  Samuel  C,  on  Au- 
gust 5,  1884.  Mrs.  Susan  C.  (Smith)  Camp- 
bell was  born  in  Franklin  township,  July  8, 
1841.     Caleb  Antrim  (maternal  grandfather), 
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was  born  February  9,  1756.  Sarah,  his  first 
wife,  died  October  22,  1792.  Martha,  his  sec- 
ond wife,  was  born  in  1763,  and  died  July 
21,  1834.  To  Sarah  there  were  born  three 
sons  and  two  daughters.  To  Martha,  two 
daughters  and  two  sons.  Caleb  Antrim  de- 
parted this  life  February  2,  1842,  aged  eigh- 
ty-six years.  Robert  Smith,  father  of  Mrs. 
Susan  C.  Campbell,  was  born  November  19, 
1799,  and  died  November  25,  1881.  His  wife, 
Rosetta,  was  born  February  2,  1809,  and  died 
July  23,  1883.  Their  children  were:  Sarah 
S.  (deceased),  John  S.  (deceased),  Mary,  Car- 
oline, Robert  S.,  Elizabeth  (deceased),  Susan 
C,  Henry  G.  (deceased),  Jerome  E.  (de- 
ceased), Zachariah  T.  (deceased),  Rose  (de- 
ceased), and  Eli  C. 

Isaac  C.  Lynn,  deceased,  was  one  of  Red- 
stone township's  worthy  citizens.  He  was 
born  in  Jefl'erson  township,  June  24,  1831, 
and  was  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Rachel 
(Frey)  Lynn.  The  Lynns  are  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  reliable  families  in  the  town- 
ship, and  have  been  identified  with  the  set- 
tlement, growth  and  development  of  the 
county.  The  grandfather  of  Isaac  C.  Lynn 
was  Captain  Isaac  Lynn,  who  held  that  com- 
mission in  the  State  militia.  He  was  born 
on  May  12,  1774,  and  died  August  3,  1835. 
His  wife,  Jemima  Vorhees,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 22,  1776,  and  died  April  7,  1859.  They 
were  married  October  22,  1795,  and  the  chil- 
dren born  to  them  were :  Andrew,  July  10, 
1797;  John,  October  22,  1798;  William,  Sep- 
tember 18,  1800;  Mary,  March  17,  1804; 
Jacob,  May  8,  1806;  James  M.,  July  20,  1808; 
Thomas  J.,  May  12,  1810;  Melissa,  Novem- 
ber 17,  1813,  and  Avers,  November  17,  1817. 
Andrew  Lynn,  son  of  Captain  Isaac  Lynn, 
resided  in  JefTerson  township  for  some  years, 
but  in  185 1  removed  to  Redstone  township, 
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where  lie  remained  vmtil  he  died,  February 
12,  1880.  His  wife  died  September  23,  1883. 
Their  family  consisted  of  nine  children,  seven 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  two  of  this 
number  are  now  (1899)  living,  John  W.  and 
Cortland  S.  John  W.  Lynn  served  in  Com- 
pany I,  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry,  in  the  Civil  war.  He  was  discharg- 
ed before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  ser- 
vice because  of  disabilities.  On  his  recov- 
ery from  his  disease  he  was  drafted  and  re- 
turned to  the  seat  of  war,  where  he  re- 
mained to  its  close.  He  received  two  wounds 
at  different  times.  His  two  brothers,  James 
F.  and  Andrew  C,  were  also  in  the  same 
war.  Andrew  C.  was  wounded,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  soon  died.  James  F.  died 
of  disease.  Isaac  C.  Lynn  was  reared  on  the 
farm  and  educated  in  Jefferson  township. 
He  served  three  and  a  half  years  at  the  car- 
penter's trade  in  Brownsville.  On  reaching 
his  majority  he  went  to  Redstone  township, 
where  he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  up 
to  1875,  when  he  removed  to  his  father's 
farm  of  ninety-eight  acres.  He  then  practi- 
cally abandoned  his  trade  for  farming.  It  is 
said  of  him  that  he  was  one  of  the  best  me- 
chanics in  the  countrj^  a  natural  genius,  per- 
fectly at  home  with  almost  any  kind  of  tools. 
He  was  an  upright  and  just  man,  and  a 
member  of  the  primitive  Baptist  church,  in 
good  standing.  He  was  a  man  well  informed 
for  one  of  limited  education.  He  was  a  good 
and  loyal  citizen,  an  affectionate  husband  and 
an  indulgent  parent.  On  December  29,  1853, 
he  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  H., 
daughter  of  A.  C.  and  Mary  Chambers.  To 
this  union  were  born  eleven  children :  Mary 
I.,  born  December  21,  1854;  Rachel  E.,  born 
March  19,  1856,  died  November  6,  1882; 
Clarence  E.,  born  January  5,  1858,  and  mar- 
ried  Miss    Ada    Henderson,    February    28, 
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1890;  Gulielma  M.,  born  December  30,  1859, 
died  May  31,  1864;  Marcelus  A.,  born  Sep- 
tember 4,  1861,  died  October  9,  1862;  Jemi- 
ma E.,  born  June  2,  1865 ;  Martha  A.,  born 
August  15,  1869,  died  April  13,  1892;  James 
E.,  born  September  15,  1872,  married  Mary 
E.  Long,  March  2,  1897;  Theola  M.,  born 
September  11,  1877,  and  Alfred  L.  and  Al- 
bert U.,  twins,  born  July  22,  1880.  ]\Irs. 
Sarah  H.  Lynn  was  born  December  18,  1837, 
in  Jefferson  township,  and  is  still  living 
(1900).  Isaac  C.  Lynn  died  October  7,  1898, 
when  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 

Oliver  D.  Porter,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  Red- 
stone township's  worthy  citizens  and  well 
known  and  progressive  agriculturalists.  He 
descended  from  an  old  family  which  has  been 
identified  with  the  growth  and  development 
of  the  county.  His  great-grandfather,  with 
his  brother,  came  to  this  country  about  1745, 
locating  in  Fayette  county.  They  owned  an 
extensive  tract  of  land  of  which  some  has 
never  been  out  of  the  possession  of  some 
member  of  the  family.  \Villiam  Porter  was 
one  of  the  sons  of  this  emigrant,  and  was 
born  in  this  county,  and  during  his  lifetime 
was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  town- 
ship. He  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  Demo- 
cratic principles,  an  inheritance  which  he  has 
l)equeathed  to  his  posterity.  He  married  a 
Miss  Williams,  who  bore  him  several  chil- 
dren, only  three  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 
One  of  these  sons  was  Jared,  father  of  Oli- 
ver D.,  who  was  born  in  Luzerne  township, 
ill  1S16.  Pie  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
county  in  which  he  was  born  and  became  one 
of  its  Viorthy  citizens.  He  was  a  social,  kind 
and  considerate  man,  and  was  popular  with 
his  friends,  who  were  numerous.  He  held 
his  share  of  the  township  offices.  He,  like 
his  father  and  grandfather,  was  a  Democrat. 


He  was  a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian church.  Between  1840  and  1845  he 
removed  to  the  State  of  jNIissouri,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm.  To  this  State  he  took  his 
father,  William,  but  the  latter  becoming  dis- 
satisfied with  the  southwest,  was  the  cause 
of  all  returning  to  Fayette  county,  where 
they  remained  until  death  called  them  hence, 
at  a  ripe  old  age.  Jared  married  Miss  Anna, 
daughter  of  Eli  Craft,  in  1841.  Their  family 
consisted  of  William  N.,  Elizabeth,  James  N. 
and  Oliver  D.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jared  Porter 
died  nearly  at  the  same  time  and  date  in 
1894,  with  the  full  confidence  of  their  fellow 
citizens.  Oliver  D.  Porter,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Luzerne 
'  township,  October  20,  1852.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  township  and  educated  at  the 
common  schools,  but  spent  a  short  time  at  the 
Califonia  Normal  school.  The  first  years  of 
his  life  were  spent  on  his  father's  farm,  where 
he  pursued  a  farmer's  vocation  up  to  1873, 
in  which  year  he  began  to  read  and  study 
medicine  under  that  excellent  tutor,  Dr.  ^^'. 
S.  Duncan,  of  Brownsville.  In  1876  he  en- 
tered the  Northwestern  University  of  Chi- 
cago, where  he  spent  one  term.  He  subse- 
quently took  two  winter  courses  at  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  college,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1879.  His  first  independent 
practice  was  at  Vanderbilt,  where  he  located 
the  same  year  in  which  he  graduated.  Here 
he  remained  with  a  lucrative  practice  and 
growing  patronage,  until  1884,  when  he  prac- 
tically abandoned  it  for  a  farmer's  life.  His 
present  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  is  choice 
land  with  commodious  and  elegant  buildings 
and  handsome  surroundings.  His  farming 
consists  principally  of  stock  raising.  Mr.  Por- 
ter is  n  staunch  believer  in  the  principles  of 
Democracy  and  is  a  live  man  in  his  party.  He 
has  held  some  important  township  offices.  On 
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June  28,  1878,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary 
E.,  daughter  of  James  JM.  Lynn.  To  this 
union  there  was  born  one  son,  OHver  D., 
Jr.,  born  February  29,  1886.  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Porter  was  born  in  July,  1857,  and  died  No- 
vember 29,  1889.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Porter  married  Miss  JuHa,  daughter  of  John 
Dawson,  of  Hopwood,  on  April  6,  1899.  Mrs. 
Julia  Porter  was  born  September  17,  1872. 
Mr.  Porter  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arca- 
num, and  also  a  member  of  the  Grange. 

Theodore  F.  Keeeey  is  one  of  Redstone 
township's  worthy  and  energetic  business 
men.  He  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county, 
August  7,  1850.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Maria  (Fruce)  Kelley,  the  former  a  native 
of  Westmoreland  county.  Pa.,  and  the  latter 
born  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  They  removed 
from  Westmoreland  county  in  1857,  locating 
in  Redstone  township  on  a  farm  of  eighty- 
five  acres.  John  Ivelley  learned  the  mill- 
wright trade  and  also  the  carpenter  trade  at 
both  of  which  he  worked  before  and  after 
his  removal  to  this  county.  He  was  also  a 
farmer  of  some  ability.  He  was  a  man  of 
superior  qualities,  affectionate  in  his  family, 
truthful  in  business  and  charitable  to  all.  He 
was  a  Republican,  and  in  religion  was  a 
United  Presbyterian,  as  was  also  his  wife. 
Their  family  numbered  five  children,  four  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity:  George  W.,  Rox- 
anna  Stevens,  Theodore  F.,  ]\Iary  C.,  and  an 
infant.  John  Kelley  died  April  27,  1876,  aged 
sixty-five,  and  his  wife,  Maria,  died  February 
9,  1886,  aged  sixty-five  years.  Theodore  F. 
Kelley,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  seven 
years  of  age  when  he  removed  with  his  father 
to  this  county.  He  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  township  of  Redstone.  In  his  early 
life  his  time  was  spent  working  upon  his 
father's  farm.     His  father  beins:  a  mechanic 


and  his  brother,  George  W.,  being  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  war,  the  burden  of  the  farm  work 
fell  on  him,  but  his  strength  and  energy  were 
equal  to  the  task.  When  he  reached  his 
twenty-first  year,  on  the  25th  of  September, 
1871,  he  married  Elizabeth  A.,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  Stevens.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  went  to  housekeeping  to  them- 
selves, but  he  still  worked  on  his  father's 
farm.  In  1876,  at  the  death  of  his  father, 
he  bought  the  home  farm,  where  they  lived 
for  twelve  years,  and  then  they  removed  to 
the  William  Ball  farm,  which  they  purchased. 
This  farm  contains  sixty-five  acres.  In  1882 
he  sold  the  coal  under  his  farm,  and  this  gave 
Mr.  Kelley  an  insight  into  what  could  be 
done  in  the  coal  market  by  a  live  man  who 
was  alert.  So  from  that  time  he  has  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  the  buying  and  selling  of 
coal  fields  in  which  he  has  been  successful. 
]\Ir.  Kelley  had  thirteen  children,  nine  of 
whom  are  living:  Dora  M.  (deceased),  John 
E.,  Ellen,  Theodore  H.,  J.  C.,  Elmer  S., 
Edgar,  Walter  (deceased),  Marcus  (de- 
ceased), Clara  B.,  Maurice,  Charles  and  an 
infant.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Kelley  was  born 
in  Washington  county,  March  10,  1850.  Mr. 
Kelley  is  a  Republican.  His  brother,  George 
W.  Kelley,  served  honorably  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  in  Company  B,  Sixteenth  Penn- 
sylvania \^olunteer  Cavalry,  under  Generals 
Gregg  and  Sheridan,  for  nearly  three  years, 
and  was  honorably  discharged. 

Jehu  Rowland  Luce,  a  prosperous  far- 
mer and  retired  teacher,  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Stephen  and  Sarah  (Everly)  Luce,  and  was 
born  June  20,  1839,  in  Washington  cotmty, 
Pennsylvania.  Stephen  Luce  was  of  French 
and  German  origin,  and  first  saw  the  light 
of  day  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  in  the  in- 
itial year  of  the  nineteenth  century.    He  was 
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one  of  ten  children,  born  to  Lockard  Luce, 
and  at  five  years  of  age  was  brouglit  by  his 
parents  to  Westmoreland  county,  whence 
they  subsequently  lemoved  to  Washington 
county,  where  he  grew  to  maturity  and  spent 
his  life  in  agricultural  labors.  Stephen  Luce, 
in  1826,  married  Sarah  Everly,  who  was  five 
years  his  junior  in  age,  and  to  them,  in  their 
Washington  county  home,  came  eight  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  five  daughters :  David, 
a  resident  of  Hancock,  Ohio;  Leonard  E., 
now  in  Westmoreland  county ;  Mary  E., 
wife  of  Daniel  Ryal,  of  Ruffsdale,  Pa.;  Bar- 
bara E.  (deceased),  married  Samuel  Murphy ; 
Sarah  Amanda  (deceased),  who  married 
Thomas  Reed ;  Jehu  R.,  Anna  Eliza,  widow 
of  John  S.  Vanhorn,  of  California,  Pa.,  and 
Frances  E.,  wife  of  David  Phillips,  of  Cali- 
fornia, Pa.  Jehu  R.  Luce  passed  his  boy- 
hood days  in  farm  labors,  and  leaving  the 
common  schools  entered  the  Southwestern 
Pennsylvania  seminary  school  (now  State 
Normal),  at  California,  Washington  county, 
where  he  fitted  himself  for  teaching.  Leav- 
ing school  he  was  engaged  for  seventeen 
years  continuously  in  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pennsylvania,  while  cultivating  his 
father's  farm,  and  from  1879  h's  attention 
lias  been  exclusively  confined  to  farming. 
Mr.  Luce,  on  October  19,  1865,  wedded  El- 
mira  Stephens,  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Mary 
B.  (Griffith)  Stephens.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stephens  have  been  born  five  children :  Mary 
Elvina,  at  home  with  her  parents;  Sarah  L., 
like  her  sister,  still  at  home;  Hester  J.,  who 
died  in  childhood ;  Adda,  who  passed  away 
in  infancy,  and  Edward  G.,  who  also  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Luce  has  been  a  resident,  since 
1857,  of  Jefiferson  township,  where  his  ma- 
terial possessions  largely  lie.  The  farm  on 
which  he  resides  contains  one  hundred  and 
ninety  acres  of  agricultural  and  mineral  land. 


of  which  he  sold  thirteen  acres.  He  has  been 
an  acceptable  member  of  the  M.  E.  church 
for  over  forty  years,  and  has  always  been 
active  in  every  undertaking  or  movement  in 
which  he  has  been  engaged  or  interested. 
He  has  served  as  school  director,  held  other 
township  offices,  and  has  acted  efficiently  as 
executor  and  administrator  of  a  number  of 
Fayette  county  estates.  Mr.  Luce  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. 

John  L.  Chambers,  a  farmer  and  trades- 
man, of  Jefiferson  township,  is  a  son  of  Asa, 
Sr.,  and  Sarah  (Lloyd)  Chambers,  and  was 
born  on  the  home  farm  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship, Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Edward  Chambers,  was  a 
native  and  lifelong  resident  of  the  Keystone 
State,  and  his  son,  Asa,  Sr.,  lived  a  farmer's 
life.  Asa  Chambers  married  Sarah  Lloyd, 
and  to  them  were  born  four  sons  and  four 
daughters  :  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Nancy,  Rachel, 
George,  Joseph,  Asa,  Jr.,  and  John  L.,  of 
whom  all  are  dead,  except  Joseph,  Asa,  Jr., 
and  John  L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  John 
L.  Chambers  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
after  attending  the  early  common  schools  of 
Pennsylvania,  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter, which  he  followed  for  several  years.  He 
then  became  interested  in  farming,  and  quit 
his  trade  to  give  his  time  to  the  cultivation 
of  his  farm.  Pie  owns  a  productive  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres,  and  some 
years  ago  sold  the  coal  under  a  farm  he  then 
owned  for  over  five  thousand  dollars.  Mr. 
Chambers  is  a  Democrat  in  political  opinion, 
and  has  been  an  Odd  Fellow  since  1850, 
being  one  of  the  oldest  Odd  Fellows  in  the 
county  in  years  of  membership.  He  is  active 
and  industrious  and  well  respected  in  his 
neighborhood.  On  October  10,  1854,  Mr. 
Chambers  married  Sarah  Gue,  a  daughter  of 
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Elijah  and  Eleanor  (Layton)  Gne,  both  resi- 
dents of  Fayette  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chambers  have  had  five  children:  Francis 
J.,  born  December  21,  1855,  and  died  Octo- 
ber 16,  1864;  Eleanor,  born  March  16,  1858, 
married  Thomas  Christ,  of  Creene  county, 
and  has  four  children;  Mary,  born  in  Febru- 
ary, i860,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  Brown, 
of  this  county ;  Laura,  born  in  March,  1862, 
and  married  Frank  ]\lc2\lullen,  of  Kansas, 
and  William,  who  was  born  December  4, 
1866,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  with  his 
father. 

David  BrownellER,  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  a  carpenter  by  trade,  is  one  of  the 
well  known  citizens  of  Jefiferson  township. 
He  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Sletter- 
back)  Browneller,  and  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
December  i,  1839.  The  ancestor  of  the 
American  branch  of  the  family  was  Freder- 
ick Browneller,  who  came  from  Germany  to 
this  State  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  married,  and  his  son,  Samuel,  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Washington  township.  Samuel 
Browneller  wedded  Sarah  Sletterback,  and 
their  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
were :  Lucinda,  married  Elliott  Porter,  of 
Westmoreland  county,  and  they  have  five 
children;  Frederick,  wedded  Margaret 
Springer,  of  Belle  Vernon,  and  now  resides 
in  Findlay,  Ohio,  having  eight  children ; 
Hilary,  married  Jacob  Harris,  of  Flushing, 
Ohio,  and  they  have  seven  children;  David 
(subject) ;  George,  a  resident  of  Wood  coun- 
ty. Ohio ;  Sarah,  Rebecca,  wife  of  Porter 
Hogarty,  a  farmer,  of  near  Findlay,  Ohio, 
and  Albert,  who  married  and  lives  in  the 
State  of  Iowa.  David  Browneller  left  the 
farm  upon  arriving  at  maturity  and  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter,  which  he  has  followed 


more  or  less  actively  for  the  last  forty  years. 
He  has  erected  quite  a  number  of  fine  houses 
and  built  many  barns  in  his  section  of  the 
country.  He  carefully  invested  the  means 
derived  from  his  work,  and  now  among  his 
possessions  is  a  fine  ninety-acre  farm,  the 
coal  under  which  he  has  recently  sold  for 
two  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  In  1870  Mr. 
Browneller  married  Ruth  Ann  Bortner,  and 
to  their  union  have  been  born  four  children : 
Frank,  born  in  1872,  married  Carrie  Cham- 
bers, and  has  one  child,  a  son;  Nora,  born  in 
1874,  and  died  in  infancy;  Carroll,  born  Au- 
gust I,  1877,  and  is  a  bookkeeper  at  Smith- 
ton,  Pa.,  and  Edna  O.,  who  was  born  Febru- 
ary 18,  1883,  and  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 
i\Irs.  Browneller  was  born  September  29, 
1844,  and  is  the  third  of  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren born  to  John  and  Mary  (Shearer)  Bort- 
ner, of  Jefiferson  township,  as  follows :  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  John  Blythe ;  Daniel,  a  resi- 
dent of  Tennessee  ;  Ruth  Ann  (Mrs.  Brown- 
eller) ;  Philip,  of  Jefferson  township;  Ella, 
Flora.  Mr.  Browneller  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  served  as  assessor  and  judge 
of  elections  in  Jefiferson  township. 

Rev.  John  Armstrong  Waters,  eldest 
son  of  Rev.  A.  H.  and  Hannah  C.  Waters, 
was  born  in  Butler,  Pa.,  July  16,  1857. 

On  his  father's  side  he  descends  from  one 
of  the  oldest  Puritan  families  of  Massachu- 
setts and  from  ancestors  who  took  part  in 
the  war  of  the  American  Revolution.  His 
mother  was  Hannah  Catherine  Steck,  whose 
father  and  grandfather  were  both  pioneer 
pastors  of  the  Lutheran  churches  of  West- 
moreland county,  this  State.  Her  mother 
was  of  Quaker  descent,  being  a  member  of 
the  Cope  family  of  Philadelphia,  some  of 
whose  representatives  have  been  well  known 
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citizens  of  Fayette  county.  His  father  re- 
moved from  Butler  county  where  he  was  pas- 
tor of  Lutheran  churches  and  opened  the 
Soldiers'  Orphan  school  in  the  old  Madison 
college  building  in  Uniontown  on  the  19th  of 
September,  1866. 

It  was  at  this  institution,  under  the  man- 
agement of  his  father  that  Mr.  Waters  re- 
ceived his  primary  education.  In  1873  he  was 
sent  to  the  State  Normal  school  at  Millers- 
ville,  Pa.,  where  he  spent  one  year,  after 
which  he  occupied  for  one  year  a  position  in 
his  father's  school  as  an  assistant  teacher. 
He  was  graduated  in  1879  fi'om  Thiel  college, 
Greensville,  Pa.,  with  the  first  honors  of  his 
class,  after  which  he  held  for  three  years  the 
position  of  principal  teacher  in  the  Soldiers' 
Orphan  school  which  had  been  removed  to 
Jumonville. 

In  1885  he  was  graduated  from  the  Luth- 
eran theological  seminary  in  Philadelphia  af- 
ter a  three  years'  course,  and  on  the  second 
day  of  June  of  the  same  year  was  ordained 
.  by  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Al- 
lentown,  Pa.,  to  the  ministry  of  the  Lutheran 
church.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Pittsburg  Synod 
tlie  same  year  he  was  appointed  a  "home 
missionary"  to  be  located  at  Uniontown, 
where  on  the  i8th  day  of  December  he  ef- 
fected the  organization  of  St.  Paul's  Luth- 
eran church.  For  more  than  a  year  the  con- 
gregation worshiped  in  the  principal's  room 
of  the  public  school  building,  until  their 
church  edifice  on  Gallatin  avenue  was  dedi- 
cated April  29,  1888.  He  continued  as  pastor 
of  this  church  until  October  5,  1890,  when  he 
resigned  to  take  the  position  of  superintend- 
ent of  the  Soldiers'  Orphan  school,  made 
vacant  by  the  resignation  of  his  father.  This 
position  he  has  held  to  the  present  time. 
During  this  period,  while  pastor  at  Union- 
town  and  superintendent  of  the  school,  he 


has  also  served  a  small  congregation  at  Chalk 
Hill. 

On  the  2ist  day  of  September,  1899,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Ellen 
Banks,  of  Butler  county,  Pa. 

RoBTjRT  BovD,  one  of  Jefiferson  township's 
leading  farmers,  is  a  son  of  the  late  Archibald 
and  Margaret  (Hunter)  Boyd,  and  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1834.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Robert  Boyd,  was  a  native  of  Adams  county. 
Pa.,  and  in  early  life  removed  to  Westmore- 
land county,  where  he  was  an  early  settler, 
and  where  he  reared  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren :  Catherine,  William,  Thomas,  Archi- 
bald, John,  Margaret,  Mary,  Robert  and 
James.  Archibald  Boyd  was  born  in  West- 
moreland county,  July  4,  1798,  and  died  in 
Fayette  county,  in  October,  1879.  He  mar- 
ried Margaret  Hunter  on  January  23,  1832. 
and  their  children  were:  Robert  (subject); 
William,  born  March  13,  1836,  and  died  April 
13,  1881  ;  and  ]\Iary,  who  was  born  January 
8,  1839,  and  is  the  wife  of  John  Bryson,  of 
Uniontown.  Robert  Boyd  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  in  a  farming  community,  where  he 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  neighborhood.  His  inclinations  were 
decidedly  towards  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
he  became  a  farmer,  removing  from  West- 
moreland to  Fayette  county,  where  he  made 
a  home  for  himself  on  some  of  the  choice 
lands  in  Jefferson  township.  Mr.  Boyd  owns 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county,  which 
is  well  improved  and  so  thoroughly  cultivat- 
ed as  to  preserve  and  increase  its  fertility. 
He  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
and  served  efficiently  as  township  assessor. 
Active  in  religious  affairs,  he  has  been  a 
working  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  stands  well  as  a 
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man,  a  citizen  and  a  neighbor  in  his  commu- 
nity. On  December  17,  1861,  Robert  Boyd 
married  Margaret  Gray,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Jane  (Hope)  Gray,  of  Allegheny 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  have  six  chil- 
dren, one  son  and  five  daughters :  Jennie  G., 
born  May  21,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  S. 
Hough;  Viola  S.,  born  May  18,  1867;  Mary 
E.,  born  December  2,  1869,  and  married  Rob- 
ert S.  Carson,  of  Westmoreland  county; 
Carrie  E.,  born  November  17,  1872,  and  mar- 
ried Chester  D.  Sensennich,  clerk  of  the 
courts  of  Westmoreland  county;  George  M., 
born  September  13,  1875,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  with  his  father;  and  Maud  O.,  born 
November  10,  1877,  and  now  attending  the 
high  school  at  Irwin,  Westmoreland  county, 
Penna. 

William  R.  Mitchell,  a  successful  mer- 
chant of  Marchand,  is  the  eldest  son  of  James 
and  Catherine  (Ruppert)  Mitchell,  and  was 
born  May  21,  1851,  in  Fayette  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. His  brothers  and  sisters  are :  Rob- 
ert, Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Jonathan,  George, 
James,  Harry,  Jennie,  Rosa  and  Anna.  Mr. 
Mitchell's  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  a 
farm,  and  his  education  obtained  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  township.  After  attain- 
ing his  majority  he  was  variously  engaged 
for  some  time,  and  finally  embarked  in  the 
general  mercantile  business  at  Marchand, 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  Starting  in 
life  with  no  means  he  had  but  a  few  dollars 
of  capital  to  open  his  store,  but  fair  dealing 
and  good  judgment  brought  him  patrons  and 
legitimate  profits  until  now  he  has  a  good 
establishment  and  a  large  patronage.  He 
also  owns  a  good  home  and  an  additional 
house  and  four  lots  at  Marchand.  He  is  a 
Republican  and  a  Methodist,  and  a  public 
spirited  citizen  of  Marchand,  with  whose  fu- 


ture prosperity  and  development  he  bids  fair 
to  be  identified.  In  September,  1873,  Mr. 
Mitchell  married  Ellen  Bowdler,  a  daughter 
of  the  late  David  and  Ellen  (Dancer)  Bowd- 
ler, of  Marchand,  and  who  is  a  kind  Christian 
woman  of  good  business  qualifications.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mitchell  have  been  blessed  with 
eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters: 
Edmund,  born  April  27,  1877;  Carrie  May, 
born  January  27,  1880;  Ella,  born  September 
14,  1882  ;  David  T.,  born  May  8,  1885  ;  Lewis, 
born  September  5,  1887;  Elizabeth,  born 
July  13,  1890;  Minerva,  born  January  7, 
1893,  and  Blanche,  born  March  21,  1896. 

C.  H.  Stuckslager,  a  thrifty  and  enter- 
prising farmer  of  Jefferson  township,  is  a  son 
of  Charles  and  Sarah  Jane  (Krepps)  Stuck- 
slager, and  was  born  in  Jefiferson  township, 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  13, 
1859.  The  Stuckslagers  are  of  German  and 
Scotch  extraction.  Charles  Stuckslager,  Sr., 
was  a  native  of  Lancaster  county,  and  came 
to  Jefferson  township.  He  was  a  hard  work- 
ing man,  and  married  and  had  a  family  of 
fourteen  children.  The  following  is  his 
family  record,  taken  from  his  old  Bible: 
Charles    Stuckslager,    Sr.,   was   born    March 

16,  1776,  and  Susan  Robinson,  his 
wife,  September  12,  1785.  The  former  died 
April  20,  i860,  and  the  latter  July  7,  1873. 
Their  children  were:  William  Stuckslager, 
born  October  18,  1805,  died  at  Cincinnati, 
February    i,    1829;     Mary,   born   September 

17,  1807,  married  James  Nickel,  of  Upper 
Middletown,  Pa.,  died  June  20,  1833 ;  Daniel, 
born  January  i,  1809,  married  to  Violet 
Sample,  and  was  killed  on  Crabapple, 
where  B.  W.  Hazen  now  lives,  on  August 
25,  1838;  Susan,  born  March  14,  1810,  mar- 
ried Jacob  Shelley,  of  Montpeher,  Ohio, 
died    in    September,   1894:    Elizabeth,    born 
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August  I,  i8ir,  married  Martin  Lutz,  of 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  died  October  28,  1858; 
Sarah,  born  March  4,  1813,  died  March  29, 
1813.;  Anne,  born  March  23,  1814,  died  at 
the  old  homestead  June  9,  1837;  John  R., 
born  July  27,  1816,  married  Daniel's  widow, 
and  died  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  July  10, 
1893;  Henry,  born  September  9,  1818,  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Strawn,  died  near  Perryopolis, 
June  9,  1885;  Nancy,  born  February  4,  1821, 
married  Levi  Myers,  of  Washington  county, 
Pa.,  died  in  1867;  Charles,  born  January  24, 
1822,  married  Sarah  J.  Krepps,  died  on  the 
old  homestead  July  11,  1883;  Harrison,  born 
February  10,  1825,  married  Mary  Coldren, 
of  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  died  at  Lisbon,  Iowa, 
June  8,  1888;  Johnson  R.,  born  September 
18,  1827,  went  to  California  at  the  time  of 
the  gold  fever,  and  died  at  Coloma,  Cal.,  Au- 
gust 6,  1883,  and  Dr.  C.  R.  (the  only  one  liv- 
ing), born  February  27,  1829,  married,  first, 
IMartha  Strawn,  of  Perryopolis,  who  is  dead, 
and  then  married  Ella  Houghman,  of  Mc- 
Keesport.  Charles  Stuckslager  was  a  far- 
mer, and  married  Sarah  Jane  Krepps.  They 
reared  a  family  of  four  children :  C.  H.  (sub- 
ject) ;  Mary  L.,  married  James  S.  Wells,  and 
they  have  ten  children ;  Elizabeth,  wedded 
M.  M.  Waldron,  of  Redstone  township,  and 
has  two  children,  a  daughter  and  a  son;  and 
Cyrus  R.,  a  farmer,  of  Redstone  township. 
C.  H.  Stuckslager  passed  his  boyhood  days 
on  the  farm,  attended  the  common  schools, 
and  then  engaged  in  his  present  occupation 
of  farming  in  which  he  has  met  with  a  good 
measure  of  success.  He  owns  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  eleven  acres  of  farming  and 
mineral  land,  the  coal  under  which  he  has 
just  sold  for  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre, 
or  eleven  thousand  one  hundred  dollars  for 
the  farm,  which  has  been  in  the  family  for 
over   seventy   years.     lie   is   a   Jeffersonian 


Democrat,  has  served  on  the  election  board 
and  as  road  supervisor  and  tax  collector  of 
Jefiferson  township.  He  is  also  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  M.  E.  church,  and  has  always 
ranked  as  a  good  business  man  in  his  com- 
munity and  wherever  known.  On  September 
25,  1885,  C.  H.  Stuckslager  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Josephine  Wells,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Wells.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stuckslager  have  been  bcrn  four  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  two  daughters :  Annie 
Mary,  born  February  4,  1886;  James  C, 
born  October  9,  1888;  Grover  C,  born  Au- 
gust 7,  1892,  and  Edna  Dewey,  born  July  8, 
1899,  and  partly  named  for  Admiral  Dewey, 
the  hero  of  Manila. 

Henry  James  English,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
prominent  and  successful  physicians  of  Fay- 
ette county,  is  a  son  of  the  late  Noah  D.  and 
Annie  Eliza  (Cock)  English,  and  was  born  in 
Jefiferson  county,  Arkansas,  February  5, 
1849.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Henry 
English,  was  Scotch-Irish  by  birth  and  spent 
the  major  portion  of  his  life  in  the  State  of 
Alabama.  Henry  English  married  Miss  Mc- 
Cracken  and  reared  a  family  of  children,  one 
of  whom  was  Noah  D.  English,  the  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Noah  D.  Eng- 
lish, in  1847,  married  Annie  Eliza  Cock,  and 
to  their  union  were  born  eight  children : 
Doctor  Henry  James  (subject),  Mary  L., 
Elbert  T.,  Elizabeth,  William,  Annie,  Stone- 
wall J.  and  Blonde  who  married  Silas  Hayes, 
of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  Of  these  children 
only  the  doctor  and  Blonde  are  living.  Doc- 
tor Henry  James  English  was  reared 
in  Jefferson  county,  Arkansas,  received  his 
education  in  private  and  select  schools  and 
St.  John's  college  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 
and  then  read  medicine  for  two  years  and 
took    four   courses   of  lectures   at   Jefferson 
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Medical  college  of  Philadelphia.  Leaving 
Jefferson  Medical  college  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Little  Rock,  \r- 
kansas,  where  he  remained  from  1873  until 
1878.  In  the  latter  year  he  left  that  city, 
and  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  came  to 
Jefferson  township  where  he  located  on  a 
farm  and  was  engaged  in  farming  and  oLher 
agricultural  pursuits  for  a  period  of  ten 
}ears.  In  1888  he  resumed  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  which  he  has  continued 
successfully  up  to  the  present  time.  On 
April  10,  1873,  Doctor  English  married  Mary 
L.  Baily,  who  was  born  March  30,  1850,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Eli  J.,  and  Mary 
(Cock)  Baily,  of  Jefferson  township,  whose 
children  were  as  follows  :  Rebecca,  deceased ; 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  William  Forsythe; 
jNIary  L.,  (Mrs  Dr.  English) ;  Eli ;  Anna,  wife 
of  Edward  J.  Elliott ;  and  Joseph  J.,  living  on 
the  Baily  home  farm.  To  Doctor  and  Mrs. 
English  have  been  born  the  following 
sons  and  daughters:  IMary  B.,  born  De- 
cember II,  1874;  Baily  J.,  February  7,  1877, 
and  now  attending  lectures  at  the  Western 
Medical  college  of  Pittsburg;  Josephine, 
December  8,  1879;  Noah  D.,  June  6,  1884, 
and  attending  school ;  Rufus  M.,  June  27, 
1887,  and  Ethel  M.,  December  25,  1890. 
Doctor  English  has  succeeded  as  well  finan- 
cially as  professionally.  He  has  recently  paid 
eight  thousand  dollars  for  his  home  farm  on 
which  he  has  built  a  fine  modern  house  of 
thirteen  rooms  and  furnished  throughout 
with  ail  late  improvements  and  conveniences, 
in  all  making  one  of  the  best  residences  in 
the  township.  The  doctor  is  energetic  but 
sincere,  a  true  friend  but  a  hard  opponent, 
and  honest  and  truthful.  He  has  always 
been  a  Democrat,  but  recently  has  supported 
the  Republican  policy. 


David  Byers,  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser 
of  Jefferson  township,  is  the  youngest  son 
of  the  late  John  and  Margaret  (Crawford) 
Byers,  and  was  born  in  Jefferson  township, 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  October  16, 
1836.  His  paternal  grandfather,  David 
Byers,  was  born  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
being  of  Scotch-Irish  descent ;  while  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  George  Crawford,  came 
from  County  Down,  Ireland,  and  patented 
the  farm  which  his  grandson,  David  Byers, 
now  owns.  David  Byers  never  had  any  sis- 
ters, and  only  has  one  brother,  George  C, 
who  has  never  married.  He  was  reared  and 
received  his  education  in  his  native  township, 
and  while  others  sought  their  fortunes  in  the 
great  West  and  in  other  lands,  he  was  con- 
tented to  remain  at  home  and  toil  diligently 
and  honestly  to  make  a  living.  He  eventual- 
ly found  himself  wealthy  as  the  reward  of 
his  patience  and  industry.  Mr.  Byers  mar- 
ried Sarah  A.  Harris,  of  Perry  township, 
whose  parents  were  James  and  Rebecca 
(Morton)  Harris.  Mrs.  Byers  was  born  in 
1841,  and  passed  away  October  19,  1898, 
leaving  no  children.  Mr.  Byers  owns  the 
Crawford  homestead  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres,  and  has  recently  sold  the 
coal  under  all  of  it  except  five  acres  for  one 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  per  acre.  He  is  a 
man  who  has  always  paid  his  just  and  honest 
debts,  and  attended  strictly  to  his  own  busi- 
ness. In  political  affairs  he  is  a  Prohibition- 
ist, and  in  religious  opinion  a  Cumberland 
Presbyterian,  having  been  a  church  member 
of  that  denomination  for  over  thirty-five 
years. 

Harvey  James  Elliott,  a  prosperous  and 
intelligent  farmer  of  Jefferson  township,  is 
the  youngest  son  of  the  late  James  C.  and 
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Jane  M.  (Dixon)  Elliott,  and  was  born  in 
Jefferson  township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, August  27,  1863.  He  is  a  great-grand- 
son of  Captain  William  Elliott,  of  English 
and  Scotch-Irish  origin,  who  was  a  pioneer 
settler  in  Jefiferson  township,  served  as  an 
officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  organ- 
ized the  first  military  company  of  his  section 
of  Fayette  county  on  his  farm  about  one-half 
mile  from  the  site  of  the  Little  Redstone 
Presbyterian  church.  Captain  Elliott  had 
eleven  children:  Eleanor,  born  in  1778;  Ed- 
ward, July  25,  1779;  Betsey,  1781 ;  Robert, 
1783;  James,  April  25,  1785;  Johnson,  April 
2^,  1787;  Sallie,  1789;  Ruth,  February  10, 
1791;  Maria,  January  27,  1793;  Malinda, 
February  19,  1795,  and  Charlotte,  February 
21,  1797.  James  Elliott,  the  third  son,  mar- 
ried in  1813,  and  had  ten  children :  William 
born  April  5,  1814;  James  C,  February  26, 
1816;  Edward  J,  ^Nlay  20,  1818;  Robert, 
April  28,  1820;  Ruth,  September  7,  1822, 
and  married  Eli  J.  Forsythe ;  Mary  Ann, 
June  15,  1825,  and  wedded  Oliphant  Patter- 
son; Joseph  S.,  April  27,  1827;  Alexander, 
August  29,  1830;  Sarah  Rebecca,  Februarj 
18,  1832,  and  Martha,  September  12,  1834. 
James  C.  Elliott,  the  second  son,  was  a 
farmer,  and  on  October  25,  1845,  niarried 
Jane  M.  Dixon.  They  had  eight  children : 
Dixon,  born  March  21,  1847,  died  in  June, 
1850;  John  R.,  March  17,  1852,  married 
Jennie  Lillie  and  lives  in  Washington  county  ; 
Josephine,  July  23,  1849,  and  is  the  wife  of 
David  S.  Ritchie,  of  Uniontown ;  Edward  J., 
September  24,  1854,  and  married  Anna 
Bailey,  of  Jefferson  township ;  Elizabeth  D., 
September  i,  1857,  and  wedded  Charles 
Phillips,  of  Harrison  county,  Ohio ;  Harvey 
J.  (subject);  Armita  R.,  June  17,  i860,  and 
died  in  childhood,  and  Anabel,  November  i, 
1866.     Harvey  J.   Elliott  grew  to  manhood 


on  his  father's  farm,  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  township,  and  then  for  an 
occupation  chose  farming  which  he  has  fol- 
lowed continuously  and  successfully  ever 
since.  He  owns  an  excellent  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  acres  of  land  which 
is  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  on 
which  is  a  fine  mansion.  This  farm  is  with- 
in one-quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  well  known 
Redstone  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Elliott 
is  a  progressive  farmer,  like  his  honored 
father  before  him.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
political  matters. 

JosHPii  S.  Elliott,  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Deposit  Bank  of  Brownsville  and  lead- 
ing farmer  and  coal  dealer  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, is  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Cun- 
ningham) Elliott,  and  was  born  on  the  old 
Elliott  homestead  in  Jefferson  township, 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  April  27,  1827. 
The  Elliott  family  of  Fayette  county  traces 
its  new-world  ancestry  to  Captain  Elliott, 
who  was  a  native  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
pushed  towards  the  then  western  confines  of 
civilization  and  selected  his  western  home  in 
what  is  now  Perry  township,  in  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness,  where  he  patented  a 
large  tract  of  land  afterwards  known  as  the 
"Old  Elliott  Homestead,"  on  which  the  resi- 
dence of  Robert  Elliott  now  stands.  Captain. 
Elliott  came  prior  to  the  Revolution,  and 
when  that  great  struggle  for  human  rights 
connnenced,  he  entered  the  Continental  army 
and  commanded  a  company  till  peace  was  de- 
clared and  independence  won.  He  organ- 
ized the  first  military  company  in  Fayette 
county,  on  his  place,  and  was  a  prominent 
man  in  the  county.  His  children  were : 
Eleanor,  born  in  1778;  Edward,  1779;  Bet- 
sey, in  1781  ;  Robert,  1783;  James,  April  25, 
1785;   Johnson,  April  23,  1787;    Sallie,  1789; 
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Ruth,  F€bruary  lo,  1791 ;  Maria,  January  27, 
1793;  Malinda,  February  19,  1795,  and  Char- 
lotte M.,  1797.     James  Elliott,  the  third  son, 
and  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  in 
181 3,  married  Mary  Cunningham,  of  West- 
moreland  county,   and  their   children   were : 
William  Elliott,  born  April  5,  1814,  married 
Eliza  Jane  Conwell,  of  Fayette  county,  and 
of  the  eight  children  born  to  them  six  are 
living:    James  S.,  Annie,  Margaret,  Matilda, 
George,  Jennie,  Emma  and  Lew;  James  C. 
Elliott,  born  February  26,  1816,  married  Jane 
Dixon,   of  Jefferson   township,   and   died   in 
1892,  leaving  eight  children:    (Dixon,  Jose- 
phine,   John,    Edward,    Elizabeth,    Annetta, 
Harry  J.  and  Annabel) ;    Edward  J.  Elliott, 
born  May  i,  1818,  and  died  unmarried  at  the 
age  of  thirty-six  years ;    Robert  Elliott,  born 
■  April  28,  1820,  lives  on  the  old  Elliott  home- 
stead, married  Sarah  Goe,  and  has  had  the 
following    children :     (Mary,    Henry,    James, 
Catherine,  Martha,  George,  Frank,  Lida  (de- 
ceased),    Charles     and     Lawrence) ;      Ruth 
Elliott,    born    September    7,    1822,    married 
Johnson    Forsythe,    of    Dayton,    Ohio,    and 
they    have    two    children :     (James    E.    and 
Jennie);   Mary  Ann  Elliott,  born  January  15, 
1825,  married  A.  O.  Patterson,  of  Colorado, 
and  died  in  1891,  leaving  one  daughter  named 
Annie;    Joseph    S.    Elliott    (subject);    Alex- 
ander Elliott,  born  August  30,  1829;    Sarah 
Rebecca    Elliott,    born    February    18,    1832, 
and  Martha,  born  in  1834.     Joseph  S,  EUiott 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  re- 
ceived but  a  limited  school  education  whicli 
however,   he   has   supplemented  by   reading 
and  improved  with  a  splendid  business  edu- 
cation, obtained  from  contact  with  excellent 
business  men.     His  honorable  and  success- 
ful career  is  but  a  record  of  the  acliievements 
of  honest  and  persistent   labor,   good  judg- 
ment and  natural  business  ability.     In  1852, 


Mr.    Elliott   married   Nancy   J.    Forsythe,   a 
daughter  of  William  and  Jane  (Steele)  For- 
sythe,  of  Jefferson   township,   and   to   them 
have  been  born  six  children  :  William  F.,  born 
July  9,  1853,  married  Susan  L.  Wells  and  has 
five  children:    Violet  H.,  born  February  6, 
1855,  married  Joseph  A.  Cook,  of  Westmore- 
land county,  and  they  have  eight  children :  O. 
F.,   born    December  2;^,    1857,   lives   on   the 
home  place,  married  Dora  Grayson  and  has 
four  children,  all  sons  ;  Ida  J.,  born  August  16, 
1861,  wedded  WilHam  H.  Graser,  of  McKees- 
port,  and  they  have  two  children :  Eva  May, 
born  March  24,  1869,  and  died  March  4,  1891, 
and   Grace   F.,  born  January    14,    1877,   and 
married  William  L.  Wood,  of  Fayette  City, 
on  June  15,  1898.     Mrs.  Elliott  comes  of  an 
old  and   respectable  family.     She  was   born 
November  3,  1834,  and  is  a  kind  and  Chris- 
tian  woman,   who   has   been   a   helpmeet    to 
her  husband  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word. 
Joseph   S.   ElHott   is   a   self-made   man.     He 
labored    for    his    elder    brothers,    after    his 
father's  death,  for  three  years  at  four  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  at  the  division  of  the 
estate,  only  received  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred  dollars    as    his    share.     He    then    com- 
menced  farming  on  the   shares   and   raising- 
stock,    and    at    intervals    of    several    years 
bought  successively  the  John  S.  Tarr,  the  F. 
C.  Herron,  S.  N.  Steele  and  the  J.  M.  Lynn 
farms.     He  subsequently  added  to  his  land- 
ed possessions  the  Geo.  E.  Hogg  and  For- 
sythe estate  farms.     He  resides  on  the  lat- 
i   ter  farm  which  is  the  old  Elliott  homestead. 
He  went  into  farming  to  make  it  remunera- 
tive and   has   succeeded :    thus   showing  the 
capabilities   of   Fayette   county  farms   to  be 
equal  to  those  of  the  great  West,  notwith- 
standing Greeley's  advice  to  young  men,  "'Go 
West."     With  increase  of  means  Mr.  EUiott 
widened  his  field  of  operations  and  gave*  new 


1152 


NELSON'S  BIOOBAPEHAL  DICTIONARY 


proofs  of  his  excellent  business  ability.  He, 
with  J.  W.  Ailes,  Joseph  Underwood  and 
Ellis  :\Iiller,  formed  the  well  known  Alps 
Coal  Co.  and  helped  to  develop  the  great 
Monongahela  river  coal  field.  Later  he  be- 
came identified  with  the  California  and  the 
Crescent  Coal  companies  and  other  coal  in- 
dustries ;  but  recently  has  disposed  of  all  his 
mine  and  company  interests  to  the  Monon- 
gahela Coal  and  Coke  Co.  He  still,  how- 
ever, owns  over  one  thousand  acres  of  choice 
farming  lands,  and  during  the  last  few  years 
has  dealt  largely  in  wool.  He  has  taken  con- 
siderable interest  in  financial  affairs,  was  one 
of  the  founders  and  has  been  for  some  years 
president  of  the  National  Deposit  Bank  of 
r.rownsville.  He  is  true  to  his  convictions 
of  right,  careful  and  exact  but  scrupulously 
honest  and  generous.  He  is  a  Republican 
and  a  Presbyterian,  and  has  held  at  various 
times  most  of  the  important  of  his  town- 
ship's offices,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  political  preferment.  He  is  blessed  with 
a  retentive  memory  and  good  reasoning 
powers,  while  his  organizing  power,  execu- 
tive ability  and  great  will  power  have  been 
factors  in  his  success  in  large  and  extensive 
enterprises.  He  modestly  attributes  his  suc- 
cess to  good  health,  hard  work,  pluck,  good 
judgment  and  economy.  The  simple  record 
of  his  life  is  an  incentive  to  the  worthy  young 
men  of  the  present  generation.  Honest  as 
a  business  man,  generous  as  a  neighbor,  use- 
ful and  respected  as  a  citizen  and  a  man,  Jo- 
seph S.  Klliott  stands  as  an  important  factor 
in  the  wonderful  nineteenth  century  develop- 
ment of  Fayette  county  as  the  leading  coal 
and  coke  county  of  the  world. 

J.\Mi',s  S.  Wi'i.i.s.  an  industrious  farmer  of 
Jefferson  township,  is  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent, and  was  born  in  Jefferson  township. 


Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  April  28,  1855. 
He  is  the  second  son  and  fourth  child  of  the 
five  children  born  to  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Laughlin)  Wells.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
James  Wells,  came  in  an  early  day  to 
Jefferson  township,  and  had  nine  children  of 
whom  Joseph  Wells  (father)  was  the  fifth 
in  order  of  age.  Joseph  Wells  was  born  in 
1822,  and  died  in  1898.  He  married,  in  1844, 
Elizabeth  Laughlin,  who  was  born  in  1826, 
and  who  resided  with  her  son,  James,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  up  to  a  recent  date. 
To  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Wells  were  born 
five  children  :  Robert,  born  in  1845,  and  lives 
in  Warren  county,  Illinois ;  Elizabeth,  born 
in  1847,  '"'"^  who  wedded  Aaron  Stephens, 
of  Washington  township,  Fayette  county ; 
Margaret,  born  in  1849,  ^"^  the  wife  of  James 
McCune ;  James  S.  (subject),  and  Hugh, 
who  was  born  May  25,  1859,  and  is  a  farmer 
of  Guernsey  county,  Ohio.  James  S.  Wells 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  township,  ob- 
tained a  common  school  education  and  has 
always  followed  farming  for  an  occupation. 
He  now  owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
three  acres  of  good  agricultural  land,  and 
he  has  recently  sold  the  coal  under  sixty- 
three  acres  of  it  for  six  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars.  He  is  active  and  industrious, 
and  reliable  and  energetic  in  whatever  he  un- 
dertakes. On  August  10,  1879,  James  S. 
Wells  married  Mary  Stuckslager,  a  daughter 
of  the  late  Charles  and  Sarah  (Krepps) 
Stuckslager,  of  Jefferson  township.  To 
their  union  have  been  born  ten  children : 
Ida,  born  July  13,  1880;  Ada,  March  23, 
1883;  J.  F.,  March  i,  1885;  Harvey  H.,  Au- 
gust 22,  1887;  Willie,  September  17,  1889; 
Robert  L.,  August  16,  1891 ;  Mary,  Septem- 
ber 16,  1893;  Elizabeth,  January  27,  1896; 
Clara,  April  5,  1898,  and  one  who  died  in  in- 
fancy.    Mr.  Wells  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 
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and  the  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church. 

Robert  Elliott,  a  leading  farmer  of  Fa}'- 
ette  county,  was  born  in  Jefferson  township, 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  April  28,  1820. 
He  was  a  son  of  the  late  James  and  Mary 
(Cunningham)  Elliott,  and  a  grandson  of 
Captain  William  Elliott,  who  was  a  pioneer 
settler  of  Fayette  county,  and  served  gallant- 
ly as  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Captain  Elliott  came  from  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Robert  Elliott,  and  organized  the  first  mili- 
tary company  in  this  county  on  the  spot 
where  Robert  Elliott's  present  house  stands. 
Captain  Elliott  died  in  1805,  and  his  chil- 
dren, eleven  in  number,  were :  Eleanor,  born 
in  1778;  Edward,  1779;  Betsey,  1781  ;  Rob- 
ert, 1783;  James,  April  25,  1785;  Johnson, 
April  2^,  1787;  Sallie,  1789;  Ruth,  February 
10,  1791 ;  Maria,  January  27,  1793 ;  Malinda, 
February  19,  1795;  and  Charlotte,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1797.  James  Elliott  (father),  in  1813, 
married  Mary  Cunningham,  of  Rostraver 
township,  Westmoreland  county,  and  to  them 
were  born  ten  children :  William,  born  April 
5,  1814;  James  C,  February  26,  1816;  Ed- 
ward J.,  May  20,  1818;  Robert  (subject); 
Ruth,  September  7,  1822,  and  married  Eli  J. 
Forsythe;  Mary,  January  15,  1825,  and  wed- 
ded Oliphant  Patterson ;  Joseph  S.,  April  27, 
1827;  Alexander,  August  30,  1829;  Sarah 
Rebecca,  February  18,  1832,  and  Martha, 
born  September  12,  1834,  and  married 
Alpheus  Palmer,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa.  Rob- 
ert Elliott  like  all  farmer's  sons  of  his  day 
was  trained  to  hard  manual  labor,  and  re- 
ceived the  limited  education  of  the  early 
common  schools  of  Faj'ette  county.  He 
started  in  life  with  Liut  little  means,  but  never 
became  discouraged,  and  labored  persistent- 


ly and  in  time  acquired  property  that  to-day 
is  very  valuable.  He  died  February  13,  1900, 
leaving  an  estate  that  includes  a  large  part 
of  the  "Old  Elliott  Homestead, '  nearly  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson  township 
all  of  which  is  underlaid  with  coal,  much  of 
which  is  not  yet  sold.  He  also  owned  a 
large  tract  of  fine  farming  land  in  Iowa.  He 
was  a  Republican  politically  and  a  Presby- 
terian by  religious  connection.  He  was 
recognized  as  a  leading  farmer  of  the  county 
for  over  forty  years.  Robert  Elliott,  on  No- 
vember I,  1853,  married  Sarah  C.  Goe,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Elenry  and  Catherine 
(Shotwell)  Goe.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott 
were  born  ten  children:  H.  B.,  who  married 
Eva  M.  Baker,  and  now  resides  in  Iowa ; 
Mary  E.,  James  R.,  married  Mary  L.  Patter- 
son, and  is  also  in  Iowa ;  Catherine  C. ;  Mar- 
tha O. ;  George  T.,  in  charge  of  the  home 
farm;  Frank,  wedded  Laura  Piersol,  and  is 
at  Webster,  Pennsylvania ;  Lida,  who  died 
December  13,  1871  ;  Charles,  who  is  a  civil 
engineer  by  profession  and  resides  in  Pitts- 
burg, and  Lawrence,  who  assists  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  farm. 

NeslEy  E.  Murphy,  postmaster  and  mer- 
chant at  Woodglen,  is  the  eldest  son  of 
Henry  L.  and  Louesa  (Johnston)  Murphy, 
and  was  born  in  Jefferson  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  September  7,  1850. 
The  original  Murphy  farm,  on  part  of  which 
he  resides,  was  settled  over  a  hundred  years 
ago  by  his  grandfather,  John  Murphy,  who 
was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  had  a  family 
of  seven  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom 
but  one  died  before  reaching  maturity.  H. 
L.  Murphy,  one  of  these  sons,  was  born  Oc- 
tober 15,  1825,  and  in  1849,  married  Louesa 
Johnston,  who  was  born  January  7,  1827. 
Thev    are    still    livins:    and    in    good    health. 
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Their  family  consisted  of  two  children:  N. 
E.  and  Hugh,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born 
September  27,  1858,  and  married  Belle 
Wolfe.  Nesley  E.  Murphy  received  a  com- 
mon school  education,  and  at  seventeen  years 
of  age  left  the  farm  to  learn  the  trade  of 
plasterer,  which  he  followed  for  eighteen 
years.  He  then  embarked  in  his  present  gen- 
eral mercantile  business  at  Woodglen,  where 
he  has  a  good  store  and  enjoys  a  large 
patronage.  Mr.  Murphy,  on  October  31, 
1872,  married  Dianna  Cope,  who  was  born 
September  17,  1853,  and  passed  away  March 
8.  1887.  To  them  were  born  six  children: 
C)la  Blanche,  born  November  27,  1875,  and 
now  deceased;  Harry  Cope,  born  July  19, 
1877;  Okel  Patton,  born  April  2^,  1880; 
Walter  Allen,  born  April  8,  1882;  Freda 
Springer,  born  June  i,  1884,  and  Dana  W., 
born  March  8,  1887.  Mr.  Murphy  is  an  ac- 
tive and  influential  citizen.  He  has  served 
as  postmaster  since  1886,  was  school  director 
for  several  years  and  also  held  other  offi- 
ces. He  has  been  trusted  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens independent  of  politics.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.  of  Tippecanoe. 
He  is  a  Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  has  been  a 
ruling  elder  since  1897.  While  many  sons 
of  Fayette  county  have  left  their  native  land 
to  make  their  fortunes,  yet  Mr.  Murphy  has 
found  it  congenial  and  profitable  to  remain 
and  aid  in  the  development  and  building  up 
of  liome  interests. 

IIarvky  JamivS  StJ'IvLI';,  a  leading  farmer 
and  land  holder  of  Jefiferson  .township,  is  a 
descendant  of  the  old  and  respected  Steele 
family,  which  has  been  resident  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  for  nearly  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years,  and  traces  its  trans-Atlantic  an- 
cestry back  through   several  generations  to 


the  "Emerald  Isle.'  Harvey  J.  Steele  is  a 
son  of  the  late  John  and  Mary  C.  (Jackman) 
Steele,  and  was  born  in  Jefferson  township, 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  February  9, 
185 1.  His  paternal  great-grandparents  came 
from  Ireland  and  settled  in  Jefiferson  town- 
ship on  the  farm  which  still  bears  their  name, 
where  their  son  William  Steele  was  born 
July  22,  1779,  and  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer. 
William  Steele  married  a  Miss  Elliott  in  1806, 
and  their  children  were :  Mariah,  born  No- 
vember II,  1807;  _  Johnson,  x\pril  15,  1809; 
Crawford,  January  20,  181 1;  Elizabeth,  Sep- 
tember 25,  1813;  Ruth,  February  17,  1818; 
Nancy,  July  29,  1819;  Tillie,  August  20  1820; 
John,  August  30,  1822;  Charlotte,  April  20, 
1825 ;  James,  December  5,  1827,  and  Michael, 
February  i,  1831.  John  Steele  was  a  farmer 
like  his  father,  and  married  March  6,  1850, 
Mary  Jackman,  who  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton county,  August  26,  1830,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Simeon  and  Mary  (Dunlavey) 
Jackman.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steele  were 
born  two  children :  Harvey  J.  and  Robert 
Findley,  who  was  born  November  15,  1852, 
and  died  in  childhood.  Harvey  J.  Steele 
spent  his  boyhood  years  on  a  farm  and  in  a 
farming  community,  and  wdien  he  grew  to 
manhood  embarked  in  farming  which  he  has 
followed  ever  since  with  profitable  results. 
He  owns  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  acres  of  farming  land  of  which  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  are  underlaid  with  coal.  He 
also  owns  a  sixty-five  acre  farm  at  Alliance, 
Ohio,  and  two  hundred  acres  of  West  Vir- 
ginia coal  land  and  has  investments  in  bank 
and  railroad  stock  in  Fayette  count}'.  He 
is  a  Republican  and  a  Presbyterian  and 
stands  high  as  a  neighbor  and  citizen  in  his 
township,  where  he  has  held  the  local  offi- 
ces generally.  On  January  i,  1873,  Mr. 
Steele  married  Ruth  L.  Nutt,  who  was  born 
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^larcli  31,  1854,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Stephen 
R.  Nutt,  whose  personal  history  is  contained 
in  this  volume.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steele 
have  been  born  five  children :  Charles  H., 
born  February  5,  1874,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing; Mary,  born  August  31,  1875,  married 
June  I,  1898,  Ewing  B.  Patton,  whom  she 
survives  with  one  child,  named  Virginia  S. ; 
Gertrude,  the  youngest,  who  married  John 
B.  Cunningham,  merchant,  of  Charleroi, 
Pennsylvania,  on  June  i,  1898,  and  has  one 
child,  Ruth  Margaret ;  John  Randolph,  born 
June  27,  1880,  and  Nellie  G.,  born  Decem- 
ber 10,  1888. 

William  J.  Foksythe,  deceased,  was  a 
man  of  honorable  standing  and  good  busi- 
ness qualifications,  whose  sphere  of  action 
and  usefulness  was  not  limited  within  the 
boundary  of  his  own  community.  He  was  a 
son  of  the  late  William  and  Jane  P.  (Steele) 
Forsythe,  and  was  born  in  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  March  17,  1838.  He  received 
the  ordinary  education  of  his  day,  and  turn- 
ed his  attention  to  farming  and  stock  raising 
which  he  followed  until  his  death  which  oc- 
curred in  1891,  in  the  fifty-third  year  of  his 
age.  His  brothers  and  sisters  were :  John, 
Eli  S.,  Nancy,  Elizabeth  D.,  Mary  A.,  James 
S.  and  Ruth  A.  He  married  Lizzie  R.  Bailey 
in  September,  1876,  and  to  their  union  were 
born  five  children :  Eli  B.,  born  June  27, 
1877;  William  J.,  born  October  27,  1878; 
Bertram  J.,  born  August  26,  1880;  Mamie 
B.,  born  January  9,  1882,  and  Jennie 
P.,  born  September  8,  1885,  and  who  died 
January  13,  1894.  Mrs.  Forsythe  was  born 
January  30,  1847,  and  her  parents  were  Eli 
J.  and  Mary  (Cock)  Bailey,  the  former  born 
November  26,  1814,  and  died  May  27,  1897; 
the  latter  born  in  1813.  and  died  August  11, 
1881.     Eli  J.   Bailey  was  prominent  and  in- 


fluential in  his  day  and  by  his  own  exertions 
became  quite  a  wealthy  man.  He  was  a 
farmer,  coal  dealer  and  banker,  and  had  four 
children :  Lizzie  R.  (Mrs.  William  J.  For- 
sythe);  Mary  (Mrs.  Dr.  H.  J.  Enghsh) ; 
Joseph  and  Anna  B.,  (Mrs.  Edward  J. 
Elliott).  Mr.  William  J.  Forsythe  at  the 
time  of  his  death  owned  a  one  hundred  and 
I  ninety-six  acre  farm  of  well  improved  land, 
and  his  widow  has  in  her  own  right  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  of  which  one- 
half  is  underlaid  with  coal,  besides  possess- 
ing bank  and  railroad  stock.  Mr.  Forsythe 
was  a  good  farmer  and  a  useful  citizen.  He 
was  a,  Republican  and  a  Presbyterian,  and 
held  various  towns'nip  offices  during  his  life 
time.  He  was  a  good  man  of  good  charac- 
ter and  steady  habits  and  straightforward  in 
everything  in  which  he  was  engaged. 

Edward  J.  Elliott,  a  successful  farmer 
and  business  man  of  Jefferson  township,  is 
a  son  of  the  late  James  C.  and  Jane  (Dixon) 
Elliott,  and  was  born  in  Jefferson  township, 
September  24,  1854.  His  paternal  great- 
grandfather. Captain  William  Elliott,  a  brave 
Revolutionary  officer  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage, 
was  an  early  settler  of  Jefferson  township, 
and  had  a  family  of  eleven  children :  Eleanor, 
born  in  1778;  Edward,  1779;  Betsey,  1781 ; 
Robert,  1783;  James,  April  25,  17S5;  John- 
son, 1787;  SaUie,  1789;  Ruth,  1791 ;  Maria, 
1793;  Mahnda,  1795,  and  Charlotte,  1797. 
James,  the  third  son,  married  and  his  chil- 
dren were:  William,  born  in  1814;  James 
C,  February  26,  1816;  Edward  J.,  May  20, 
1818;  Robert,  1820;  Ruth,  1822;  Mary  Ann, 
1825;  Joseph  S.,  1827;  Alexander,  1830; 
Sarah  R.,  1832,  and  Martha,  1834.  James  C. 
Elliott,  the  second  son,  followed  farming,  and 
on  October  25,  1845,  niarried  Jane  M.  Dixon. 
Their  children  were :    Dixon,  born  in    1847, 
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and  deceased;  Josephine,  born  in  1849,  and 
married  David  S.  Ritchie;  John,  born  in 
1852,  and  married  Jennie  LiUie ;  Edward  J. ; 
EHzabeth  D.,  born  in  1857,  and  wife  of 
Charles  Phillips;  Annette  R.,  born  in  i860 
and  now  deceased;  Harvey  J.,  born  in  1863, 
and  Annabell,  born  in  1866.  Edward  J. 
Elliott  was  reared  on  the  farm,  attended  the 
common  schools  and  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  ever  since  attaining  his  majority. 
March  26,  1885,  Mr.  Elliott  married  Anna 
B.  Bailey,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mary 
B.,  born  September  10,  1886.  Mrs.  Elliott  is 
a  daughter  of  Eli  J.  and  Mary  (Cock)  Bailey, 
the  former  born  November  26,  1814,  died 
May  15,  1897;  the  latter  born  July  30,  1813, 
and  died  in  1881.  Eli  J.  Bailey  was  a  man 
of  judgment  and  business  ability,  a  success- 
ful farmer,  coal  dealer  and  banker,  and  left 
a  valuable  estate.  Mr.  Bailey  was  a  Demo- 
crat and  a  Quaker,  and  had  four  children : 
Lizzie  B.,  widow  of  William  Forsythe  ;  Mary, 
wife  of  Dr.  H.  J.  English ;  Joseph,  a  promi- 
nent business  man  of  Jefferson  township,  who 
owns  nearly  six  hundred  acres  of  land  and  an 
amount  of  bank  and  railroad  stock,  and 
Anna  B.  (Mrs.  Elliott).  Edward  J.  Elliott 
has  been  successful  as  a  farmer  and  business 
man.  He  and  liis  wife  own  a  considerable 
amount  of  bank  and  railroad  stock,  and  Mrs. 
Elliott  owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty acres  of  coal  and  farming  lands.  Mr. 
Elliott  gives  his  time  chiefly  to  his  farm  and 
business  interests,  yet  takes  the  necessary  in- 
terest in  his  community  and  township  afifairs 
demanded  of  every  good  citizen. 

Emanuel  H.  STi'.w.XRr.a  nonagenarian  and 
a  respected  citizen  of  Jefferson  township,  is 
a  son  of  the  late  Charles  and  Elizabeth 
(Craft)  Stewart,  and  was  born  in  Fayette 
county,    Pennsylvania,    September    14,    1809. 


His  grandfather  was  an  early  settler  in  West- 
ern Pennsylvania,  while  his  father  came  to 
Fayette  county  during  the  pioneer  period  of 
its  history.  Emanuel  D.  Stewart  com- 
menced life  three  quarters  of  a  century  ago 
with  but  strong  hands,  a  clear  mind  and  a 
determination  to  win,  and  has  succeeded  as 
his  quiet  but  successful  career  will  attest. 
He  now  owns  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres 
of  good  farming"  land,  has  sold  considerable 
coal  land  and  has  investments  in  the  stock 
of  the  Brownsville  National  Bank  and  other 
safe  stocks,  and  in  bonds.  Mr.  Stewart  al- 
though in  his  ninety-first  year  enjoys  good 
health,  and  with  his  wife  aged  eighty-one 
years,  is  living  a  retired  Hfe.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat politically,  and  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian church,  and  was  for  over  half  a  cen- 
tury an  active  and  energetic  citizen  of  his 
township,  in  which  he  held  local  offices  at 
various  times.  In  1840  he  married  Rebecca 
Work,  who  was  born  April  30,  1818.  Their 
children,  eleven  in  number,  were  born  as  fol- 
lows:  Charles,  born  in  1841,  and  died  in 
1843 ;  Eliza,  born  in  1843,  and  resides  in 
Kansas;  Andrew,  born  in  1844;  Joseph, 
born  in  1846;  George,  born  in  1848;  Emily, 
born  in  1850;  Loretta,  born  in  1852;  Re- 
becca Jane,  born  in  1855 ;  Emanuel  D.,  Jr., 
born  in  1857 ;  Lucy  Belle,  born  in  i860,  and 
John  L.,  born  in  1865.  Of  these  children  all 
are  deceased  but  Emily,  Emanuel,  D.  Jr.,. 
Lucy  Belle  and  John  L.  Mr.  Stewart  is  one 
of  that  remarkable  class  of  self  made  men 
alike  prominent  and  useful  in  the  history  of 
Fayette  county. 

StepiiivN  R.vndolpii  Nutt,  a  well  known 
farmer  and  old  resident  of  Jefi'erson  town- 
ship, is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Joseph  and 
Nancy  (Randolph)  Nutt,  and  was  born  in 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  September  24, 
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1828.  His  paternal  grandfather,  William 
Nutt,  was  a  native  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
and  married  a  Miss  Clegg  by  whom  he  had 
two  children:  Joseph  and  Sarah.  Joseph 
Nutt  married  Mary  Price  in  1812,  and  their 
children  were :  Sarah,  wife  of  William  Con- 
way ;  John,  married  Eliza  Brashears ; 
George,  now  deceased  ;  Searight ;  William, 
married  Mary  B.  McCune,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased, and  Thornton,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Nutt  died  in  1827,  and  Joseph  Nutt  in 
1828  married  Nancy  Randolph,  a  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Parmelia  (Nutt)  Randolph. 
By  this  second  marriage  he  had  seven  chil- 
dren: Stephen  R.,  Elizabeth,  born  in  1831 ; 
Mary  F.,  born  in  1834,  and  died  in  1897; 
James,  born  in  1836,  and  now  deceased; 
Captain  A.  C,  a  lawyer,  born  in  1839,  and 
deceased;  Joseph  E.,  born  in  1841,  and 
Moses  P.,  born  in  1844,  and  died  in  child- 
hood-. Stephen  R.  Nutt  was  reared  in  a 
farming  communit)-,  which  then  was  blessed 
with  but  limited  educational  facilities.  He  had 
to  make  his  own  way  in  life,  and  has  succeed- 
ed in  gaining  by  his  own  efforts  a  good  home 
and  in  making  some  paying  investments. 
He  is  a  Republican  politically,  and  has  held 
most  of  the  offices  of  his  township.  Mr. 
Nutt  has  throughout  his  life  taken  especial 
interest  in  the  educational  interests  of  his 
community,  taught  school  for  several  terms 
and  served  efficiently  as  school  director.  He 
has  always  been  a  leader  in  the  formation 
of  the  local  literary  societies  which  largely 
through  his  efforts  have  been  a  pronounced 
stimulus  to  intellectual  attainments  in  his 
community.  On  September  7,  1850,  Mr. 
Nutt  married  Sarah  J.  Wells,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Ann  (Shaw)  Wells,  of  Jefferson 
township,  and  to  their  union  have  been  born 
ten  children:  Anna  B.,  born  September  12, 
1851,  and  died  in  infancy;  Ruth  L.,  born  in 
64 


1854,  and  married  Harvey  J.  Steele;  Re- 
becca W.,  born  in  1856,  and  married  D.  M. 
Craft,  of  Redstone  township ;  Josephine, 
born  in  1859,  and  died  in  1880;  Margaret 
M.,  born  in  1861,  married  C.  H.  Massey,  of 
Homestead,  Pennsylvania,  and  passed  away 
in  1894;  Joseph  E.,  born  in  1862,  and  died  in 
December,  1894;  James  L.,  born  December 
21,  1864,  and  died  in  February,  1895;  Paul 
Randolph,  born  March  31,  1867,  and  married 
Catherine  Hannagan;  Charles,  born  July  3, 
1870,  married  Mary  Ewing,  August  18,  1893, 
and  Marion,  born  in  1873,  and  who  died  in 
infancy.  Charles  and  Mary  (Ewing)  Nutt 
have  three  children :  Marion,  born  April  28, 
1895;  Gertrude,  November  11,  1896,  and 
Ewing  Allen,  July  24,  1899.  Mr.  Stephen  R. 
Nutt  has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  since  i860  and  a  ruling 
elder  of  Little  Redstone  Presbyterian  cluirch 
since  1865. 

Daniel  M.  Shearer,  an  extensive  farmer 
and  retired  carpenter  of  Jefferson  township, 
is  of  German  descent.  He  is  the  eldest  son 
of  Solomon  and  Susan  (Bortner)  Shearer, 
and  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, August  3,  1820.  Solomon  Shearer 
was  born  in  Franklin  county,  in  1793,  and  re- 
moved to  Fayette  covmty  where  he  wedded 
Susan  Bortner  in  1814,  and  died  twenty- 
seven  years  later,  in  1841.  By  this  marriage 
he  had  eleven  children:  Daniel,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  ;  Israel,  Christina,  Rebecca  and 
Margaret,  who  are  all  deceased ;  Frederick, 
Philip,  Martha,  John,  and  William  and  Julia 
Ann,  both  deceased.  Daniel  M.  Shearer  re- 
mained on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age,  when  he  left  home  to  learn  the  trade 
of  carpenter.  He  worked  as  a  journeyman 
for  eight  years,  and  then  with  two  dollars 
as  cash  capital,  commenced  work  for  himself. 
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He  has  erected  man)'  fine  houses  during  his 
fifty-five  years  of  carpenter  work.  He  care- 
fully invested  his  savings,  and  now  owns 
three  hundred  and  seventy-four  acres  of  good 
farming  land.  Although  formerly  a  Repub- 
lican, he  is  now  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Presbyterian  church; 
has  served  twelve  years  as  a  school  director, 
and  in  every  way  works  for  the  educational 
and  moral  growth  of  his  comnumity.  Mr. 
Shearer  on  February  3,  1848,  married  An- 
gelina Anbury,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Pres- 
ley and  Susan  Aubury,  of  Fayette  county. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  chil- 
dren: Margaret  J.,  born  February  29,  1848; 
James  S.,  born  August  2,  1851,  married 
Amelia  Wright,  of  Greene  county;  William, 
born  July  23,  1854;  John,  born  March  20, 
1857;  Lee  D.,  born  December  13,  1859,  and 
Mary  and  Eli  (tvi^ins),  born  July  23,  1862. 
Mr.  Shearer  has  so  lived  as  to  reflect  credit 
on  his  family,  whose  members  have  always 
been  industrious  and  moral  citizens. 

Philip  Fricdbrick  Bortnuk,  a  comfort- 
ably siluate.d  farmer  of  Jefferson  township, 
is  a  son  of  the  late  John  and  Mary  (Shearer) 
Pjortner,  and  was  born  in  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  February  11,  1848.  He  is  a 
grandson  of  Philip  Bortner  of  German  de- 
scent, who  was  born  in  1766  and  married 
Alargaret  Humbert,  who  bore  him  ten  chil- 
dren: Jacob,  born  September  30,  1795; 
Susan,  April  7,  1797;  Margaret,  August  12, 
'799;  George,  January  3,  1802;  Catherine, 
September  21,  1805;  John,  March  7,  1S07; 
Flizabeth,  September  xo,  1809;  Maria  and 
Sophia  (twins),  February  i,  1812,  and  Julia 
Ann,  who  was  born  September  25,  1816,  and 
is  the  only  one  of  these  children  now  living. 
John  Bortner  was  a  farmer,  and  on  Novem- 
ber 21,  1837,  married  Mary  Shearer,  a  daugh- 


ter of  the  late  Frederick  and  Rebecca 
(Markle)  Shearer.  To  this  union  were  born 
six  children:  Margaret  Rebecca,  born  Janu- 
ary 24,  1839,  and  wedded  John  Blythe,  of 
Washington  township,  Fayette  county ;  Dan- 
iel Brubaker,  born  September  4,  1841,  and  is  a 
farmer  in  Tennessee ;  Ruth  Ann,  born  Sep- 
tember 29,  1844,  and  wife  of  David  Brownel- 
ler;  Philip  Frederick;  Ella,  born  October  20, 
1851,  and  now  deceased,  and  Flora,  who  was 
born  August  22,  1857,  and  remains  on  the 
home  farm  with  her  brother,  Philip,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Philip  Bortner  was  rear- 
ed on  the  farm  and  after  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  engaged  in  farming,  which  he 
has  followed  in  connection  with  stock  raising 
up  to  the  present  time.  He  owns  a  well  im- 
proved farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
on  which  there  is  a  good  dwelling  and  two 
tenant  houses.  Mr.  Bortner  is  a  Democrat 
and  a  Presbyterian,  and  has  held  several 
township  offices.  He  is  industrious  and  ac- 
tive, and  always  interested  in  all  agricultural 
movements. 

David  H.  WakEi'iEld,  a  relative  of  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, was  a  highly  respected  citizen  of  Jefifer- 
son  township  for  more  than  fifty  years.  He 
was  a  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Hough)  Wakefield,  and  was  born  in  West- 
moreland county  August  16,  1822.  He  died 
at  his  late  residence  in  Jefferson  township, 
on  April  4,  1900. 

The  Wakcfields  trace  their  ancestry  back 
to  Ireland,  where  John  Wakefield  was  one 
of  sixteen  hundred  and  forty-nine  officers  of 
Cromwell's  army,  who  were  given  grants  of 
land.  These  grams  were  called  "the  '49 
Lots,"  and  were  also  known  as  "Venture 
Land."  The  first  record  of  a  Wakefield  in 
Irelanil   is   found   in   "Remembrances  of  the 
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Exchequer,"  Dublin,  where  John  Wakefield 
is  mentioned  under  date  of  1637.  It  is  likely 
that  he  was  one  of  the  Protestant  colonists 
who  fled  from  the  persecutions  which  drove 
the  Puritans  to  seek  asylum  in  foreign  lands, 
several  colonies  of  that  character  being  es- 
tablished in  Ireland  about  1625,  many  of 
these  non-conformists  seeing  in  Ireland  an 
opening  for  colonists,  apparently  equal  to 
that  of  America.  Such  were  easily  induced 
to  Join  the  English  army  for  Ireland's  con- 
quest. Dr.  Albert  Wakefield,  the  son  of  John 
Wakefield,  above  mentioned,  was  a  surgeon 
on  the  staff  of  William  of  Orange,  and  at  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne,  July  i,  1690,  dressed  the 
wound  of  William  with  such  skill,  and  so 
won  the  King's  confidence  and  good  will, 
that  at  the  completion  of  the  conquest,  at  the 
battle  of  Aughram,  July  12,  1691,  by  Wil- 
liam's request,  an  estate,  comprising  the  site 
of  the  battle  ground,  was  granted  to  the  doc- 
tor, and  is  now  the  property  of  the  male  line 
of  his  descendants.  Referring  to  history,  we 
find  the  following: 

"Some  of  the  English  dragoons  approach- 
ed the  river  and  were  fired  upon  by  the  Irish. 
They  returned  the  fire  and  while  the  atten- 
tion of  both  sides  was  engaged  by  the  skirm- 
ish, a  party  of  Irish  cavalry  moved  slowly 
down  towards  the  river  and  halted  behind  a 
low  hedge,  and  then,  wheeling  about,  retired. 
The  movements  of  the  King  and  the  group 
of  officers  accompanying  him,  had  been  ob- 
served in  the  Irish  army,  and  two  field  pieces 
were  sent  down  concealed  in  the  center  of 
the  cavalry.  The  guns  had  been  placed  be- 
hind the  hedge  when  the  horsemen  withdrew, 
and  when  WiUiam  arose  from  the  ground 
and  mounted  his  horse,  fire  was  opened.  The 
first  cannon  shot  killed  two  horses  and  a 
man  by  his  side.  The  next  grazed  the  King's 
right  shoulder,  tearing  away  his  coat  and  in- 


flicting a  slight  flesh  wound.  Had  the  aim 
been  slightly  more  accurate,  or  had  the  gun- 
ners used  grape  instead  of  round  shot,  it  is 
probably  the  whole  course  of  history  would 
have  been  changed.  The  rumor  spread 
through  both  armies  that  the  King  was  killed, 
but  the  woimd  having  been  hastily  bound  up, 
the  King  rode  quietly  through  the  camps  in 
order  to  show  his  men  that  the  wound  was 
not  .serious.  (Battle  of  Boyne.  Henty's 
Orange  and  Green :  A  Tale  of  Boyne  and 
Limerick,  page  148).  A  perusal  of  Fronde's 
history,  'The  English  in  Ireland  in  the  Eigh- 
teenth Century,'  will  disclose  how  the  lands 
were  granted  to  Cromwell's  soldiers,  how 
these  lands  were  surrendered  during  the  Irish 
rebellion,  the  native  race  driving  out  the 
English  settlers,  and  how  these  lands  were 
later  re-granted  to  the  English  upon  the 
final  subjugation  of  the  island  by  William  of 
Orange." 

Dr.  Albert  Wakefield  had  one  son,  Robert 
Wakefield,  who  had  three  sons,  viz:  Robert, 
Matthew  and  Andrew.  These  children  were 
born  on  the  family  estate  near  Aughram. 
This  second  Robert  Wakefield  lived  and  died 
on  the  family  estate,  on  the  road  between 
Aughram  and  Ballinasloe,  Galway  County, 
Province  of  Connaught,  Ireland.  He  had 
four  sons,  as  follows :  David,  the  progenitor 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Robert,  who 
was  beheaded  for  complicity  in  a  plot 
against  Catholic  rule  in  Ireland ;  Gilbert,  ar- 
rested with  his  brother,  Robert,  and  impris- 
oned for  life;  and  Samuel,  who  escaped  to 
Scotland,  being  in  the  same  plot.  David 
married  Mary  Wade,  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
Wade,  a  wealthy  landed  proprietor  and 
neighbor  of  the  family.  He  was  implicated 
in  the  same  plot,  and  when  detected,  was 
hidden  by  his  wife  in  a  hogshead  of  clothes, 
with  which  she  embarked  on  an  American- 
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bound  vessel.  He  was  three  days  out  at  sea 
before  the  captain  of  the  ship  knew  he  was 
on  board.  By  this  means  he  escaped  to 
America  sometime  between  1768  and  1773. 
His  son,  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  in 
1757,  came  to  America  at  the  same  time. 
They  settled  in  Path  valley,  Cumberland 
county  (now  Perry  county).  Pa.  After  re- 
siding there  some  fifteen  years,  during  which 
time  Thomas  married  Elizabeth  Morton,  a 
niece  of  John  Morton,  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.  They 
moved  to  what  is  now  Huntingdon  county. 
Thomas  Wakefield  enlisted  from  Chester 
county  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
army,  and  was  at  Valley  Forge.  In  1800  the 
family  again  moved  to  the  West,  to  what  is 
now  Indiana  county,  Pa.  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth Wakefield  had  ten  children,  one  of 
whom  was  Rev.  Samuel  Wakefield,  D.  D., 
LL.D.,  who  was  born  March  6,  1799,  and 
died  at  West  Newton  in  1896,  being  nearly 
ninety-seven  years  of  age.  He  was  one  of 
'  the  most  remarkable  men  of  his  time.  En- 
tering the  ministry  of  the  M.  E.  church  at 
an  early  age  he  was  a  leading  divine  of  that 
denomination,  and  a  member  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Conference  for  eighty  years,  a  record 
of  continuous  service  unparalleled  in  this 
country.  He  was  the  author  of  seven  vol- 
umes of  sacred  music,  of  an  English  Gram- 
mar, a  work  on  Theology,  that  has  become 
a  text  book  in  many  of  the  seminaries  for  the 
training  of  the  ministry,  and  in  his  ninety- 
second  year  published  a  volume  of  sermons, 
entitled  "Gospel  Tidings,"  that  contains  thir- 
ty-two master  pieces  of  the  sermonizer's  art. 
In  1 82 1  Dr.  Samuel  Wakefield  married  Eliza- 
beth Plough,  a  daughter  of  Paul  and  Catha- 
rine (Wight)  Hough,  and  to  them  were  born 
nine  children  who  grew  to  maturity.  These 
were  all  born  in  Westmoreland  countv,  Pa., 


where  Dr.  Wakefield  lived  on  a  farm  most 
of- his  life.  He  was  peculiarly  blessed  in  hav- 
ing a  wife  who  managed  the  farm  and  reared 
the  family,  thus  leaving  him  free  to  devote 
his  time  and  talents  to  his  great  life  work. 
David  was  his  oldest  son  and  first  born. 
David  Hough  Wakefield  spent  his  childhood 
and  youth  on  the  farm,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  subscription  schools.  When  quite  a 
young  man  he  went  into  the  office  of  Dr. 
McConaughy,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa.,  where 
he  completed  a  course  in  medicine.  He  pur- 
sued the  practice  of  medicine  for  some  time, 
but  conceiving  a  dislike  for  the  life  of  a 
country  doctor,  gave  it  up.  On  July  31,  1844, 
he  married  Mary  Covert,  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Benjamin  and  Abigail  (Randolph)  Cov- 
ert, of  Luzerne  township,  Fayette  county, 
her  home  being  just  at  Lock  No.  6,  on  the 
Monongahela  river.  In  a  year  or  so  after 
his  marriage  they  located  on  the  farm  in  Jef- 
ferson township,  where  he  recently  died. 
To  this  union  were  born  ten  children : 
Theresa  C,  born  September  28,  1845,  '^'"1 
married  to  Joseph  £.  Nutt ;  Lydia  Ann  Elec- 
ta, born  July  16,  1847,  the  wife  of  E.  O. 
Murphy;  Henrietta,  born  in  1849,  and  died 
in  childhood ;  Elizabeth  and  Jennie,  who  also 
died  in  childhood ;  Rev.  Charles  Benjamin, 
Ph.  D.,  born  in  October,  1852,  a  distinguished 
linguist,  now  Professor  of  Languages  in 
Thiel  college,  Greenville,  Pa. ;  Thomas  and 
Samuel  (twins),  born  May  13,  1855,  of  whom 
Thomas  is  an  attorney-at-law  and  a  member 
of  the  Fayette  County  bar,  and  Samuel  is  a 
farmer  and  speculator;  Dr.  Catharine,  born 
in  1862,  and  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Connellsville,  Pa. ;  and  James 
Alfred,  born  May  3,  1865,  an  attorney-at-law 
and  member  of  the  Pittsburg  bar.  He  has 
been  very  successful  as  a  lawyer  and  has 
achieved  some  prominence  in  politics,  having 
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been  a  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  of 
his  district  for  congress. 

David  H.  Wakefield  was  a  well  read  man 
and  combined  farming  with  the  fruit  tree 
nursery  business  for  many  years.  He  devot- 
ed much  of  liis  time  to  literary  pursuits,  was 
in  the  local  ministry  of  the  M.  E.  church,  a 
Master  Mason,  and  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  a  charming  conver- 
sationalist, a  fine  stump  speaker,  and  a  good 
debater.  His  genial,  fun-loving  disposition 
made  him  so  popular  that  although  an  un- 
compromising Democrat,  fearless  and  out- 
spoken, he  was  elected  and  served  for  twenty 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Jefferson 
township,  which  was  overwhelmingly  Repub- 
lican. He  served  as  county  commissioner 
for  one  term,  and  was  one  of  his  party's  lead- 
ers for  many  years.  In  his  youth  he  taught 
singing  school  and  had  a  magnificent  bass 
voice.  He  wrote  and  published  several  beau- 
tiful songs,  showing  that  he  was  a  musical 
composer  of  fine  taste.  He  spent  his  declin- 
ing years  in  the  cultivation  of  flowers  for  his 
own  amusement.  He  died  on  April  4,  1900, 
firm  in  the  Christian  faith  of  his  forefathers, 
and  is  buried  in  Redstone  cemetery  on  the 
hill  above  Brownsville. 

John  Sturgis  Ritenour,  journalist,  and 
■  managing  editor  of  the  Genius  Publishing 
Company,  is  a  son  of  Major  William  M.  and 
Elizabeth  A.  (Shaw)  Ritenour,  and  was  born 
in  Preston  county,  Virginia  (now  West  Vir- 
ginia), February  9,  185 1.  His  grandfather, 
Joseph  Ritenour,  was  of  German  lineage, 
and  removed  about  1850  from  his  birthplace, 
near  Gaines'  Cross  Roads,  Va.,  to  Brandon- 
ville,  Va.,  where  he  was  a  hotel  keeper  until 
his  death.  His  son,  William  M.  Ritenour, 
served  in  the  Union  army  and  in  the  regular 
army  after  the   close   of  the   Civil  war,   and 


after  a  varied  business  career  died  of  paraly- 
sis in  Washington  city  in  1894.  His  widow 
is  of  Irish  descent,  is  a  native  of  Fayette 
county,  and  resides  at  Uniontown.  John  S. 
Ritenour  was  reared  and  received  his  com- 
mon school  education  in  Fayette  county,  and 
after  a  short  time  spent  in  teaching,  book- 
keeping and  clerking,  he  went,  in  1871,  to 
Pittsburg  to  engage  in  journalism.  Here  he 
spent  about  twenty-five  years  of  his  life,  serv- 
ing as  reporter,  city  editor,  editor  and  man- 
aging editor,  on  nearly  all  the  leading  papers 
of  that  city — the  "Leader,"  "Commercial 
Gazette,"  "Dispatch,"  "Post"  and  "News." 
He  was  the  originator  and  one  of  the  found- 
ers, in  1884,  of  the  Pittsburg  "Press."  He 
was  for  a  brief  period,  in  1881,  one  of  Ihe 
stafif  of  the  Philadelphia  "Evening  Bulletin." 
In  1878  he  started,  in  Uniontown,  the  "Fay- 
ette County  Republican,"  which  was  merged 
in  1881  with  the  "American  Standard,"  being 
editor  of  the  consolidated  "Republican  Stand- 
ard" until  he  sold  out  in  1881.  During  these 
three  years  he  was  also  chairman  of  the  Re- 
publican county  committee.  In  the  spring  of 
1900  he  acquired  a  controlling  interest  in  the 
"Genius  of  Liberty,"  transformed  the  part- 
nership into  a  stock  company,  and  on  May 
14,  1900,  issued  the  first  number  of  the 
"Evening  Genius."  He  made  many  changes, 
and  has  already  placed  the  "Genius"  in  the 
front  rank  as  a  progressive  and  up-to-date 
paper.  He  is  a  smooth  and  easy  but  exact 
and  careful  writer,  and  never  fails  to  secure 
and  give  to  his  readers  the  latest  news.  John 
S.  Ritenour,  on  December  30,  1875,  married 
Anna  Violet  McCracken,  daughter  of  the 
late  B.  McCracken,  a  well  known  commis- 
sion merchant  of  Pittsburg.  They  have  four 
children.  Mr.  Ritenour  is  independent  in 
politics.  He  is  conservative,  but  progressive, 
undemonstrative  but  active  and  energetic. 


1162 


NELSON'S  BIOGRAPHICAL  DICTIONARY 


Isaac  Wood,  a  representative  farmer,  was 
born  in  North  Union  township,  Fayette 
county,  November  13,  1830.  The  father, 
Wilham  Wood,  of  Enghsh  descent,  was  born 
in  April,  1801,  in  North  Union  township.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  a  good  citizen,  and  died 
in  October,  1884.  The  mother  was  Sarah 
Phelps,  of  English  descent,  and  a  native  of 
Fayette  county,  who  has  been  dead  for  many 
years.  There  were  born  to  William  and 
Sarah  (Phelps)  Wood  four  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Elizabeth  (two  of  that  name), 
Mary,  Henry,  Isaac,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  Samuel  and  John.  ]\Ir.  Isaac  Wood 
was  reared  and  educated  in  North  Union 
township.  After  leaving  school  he  engaged 
in  farming.  For  thirty  years  he  farmed  on 
what  is  known  as  the  Evans  farm  in  North 
Union  township,  and  spent  seven  years  in 
Menallen  township.  Mr.  Wood  owns  a 
splendid  farm  in  North  Union  township,  near 
Vance's  mill,  of  one  hundred  and  three  acres, 
on  which  he  resides,  tie  was  married  Au- 
.gust  8,  1857,  to  Miss  Ellen  Springer,  who 
was  of  German  descent.  One  child,  a  daugh- 
ter, blessed  that  union,  Jane  Wood,  who  was 
married  to  James  McClelland,  a  farmer,  of 
North  Union  township.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClelland,  and  Mr. 
McClelland  died  August  i,  1898.  Ellen 
Wood,  the  wife  of  Isaac  Wood,  was  born 
March  26,  1834.  Mr.  Wood  is  a  member  of 
one  of  the  Uniontown  Lodges  of  I.  O.  O.  F. 
While  he  affiliated  at  times  with  each  of  the 
old  parties  for  many  years  in  the  past,  he  is 
now  independent  in  politics,  and  exercises  the 
privilege  of  voting  for  those  whom  he  thinks 
will  give  the  best  administration. 

Fr/\ncis  Joskpii  Rocks,  coal  operator,  of 
Connellsville,  Pa.,  was  born  July  5,  1864.  He 
is    a    son    of    James  and  Annie   (Eochrein) 


Rocks,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Ireland. 
His  father  was  a  retired  business  man,  and 
a  man  of  fortune.  He  came  here  early  in  the 
forties,  not  bringing  his  wife,  however,  until 
the  early  fifties,  when  they  settled  at  Bear's 
Gap,  Pa.  Both  are  now  dead,  the  former 
dying  in  County  Durham,  England,  in  De- 
cember, 1880,  and  the  latter  in  Connellsville 
in  1897.  They  have  four  children  living : 
Peter,  who  now  resides  in  England;  James, 
who  lives  at  Smocks,  Fayette  county,  Pa. ; 
John  Edward,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
the  latter  two  residing  in  Connellsville.  Our 
subject  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  but  left  school  when 
quite  young,  and  went  into  business  at  Ever- 
son,  Fa3'ette  county,  Pa.,  where  he  had  charge 
of  a  co-operative  store.  After  that  he  was 
in  the  livery  business  at  this  place,  also  in 
the  brick  manufacturing  business  at  Everson. 
He  then  went  into  the  contracting  business, 
later  became  a  merchant  in  Connellsville,  Pa., 
and  then  conmienced  his  present  business  of 
mining  coal.  He  owns  and  runs  the  mines 
of  the  Rocks'  Coal  Company  at  Connellsville, 
Pa.,  and  also  a  large  coal  mine  at  Smocks 
Station,  P.  V.  &  C.  R.  R.,  being  manager 
of  the  same,  and  employing  over  one  hunlreil 
men.  He  is  unmarried.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat.  He  is  a  Catholic,  and  resides  at 
Connellsville. 

Samuel  B.  Hamilton,  a  leading  merchant 
of  Layton,  is  the  second  son  and  fifth  child 
of  William  P.  and  Emily  (Moorehead)  Ham- 
ilton, and  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, January  20,  1866.  Five  generations 
back,  Daniel  Hamilton,  his  great-grand- 
father, came  from  Ireland,  about  1764,  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  later  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  married,  and 
one    of    his    sons  settled  in  Fayette  county, 
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and  was  the  father  of  WilHam  P.  Hamilton, 
who  reared  a  family  of  six  children,  as  fol- 
lows :  John,  a  resident  of  Perry  township ; 
Mary,  wife  of  Mansfield  Cupp,  of  California, 
Pa. ;  Sarah,  married  F.  R.  Baker,  of  Wash- 
ington county;  Samuel  B.  (subject);  Rena, 
wife  of  M.  L.  Jefifries,  a  railroad  conductor, 
and  a  resident  of  Uniontown,  Pa. ;  and  Etta, 
wife  of  Noah  Forsythe,  of  Layton.  Reared 
on  a  farm  and  of  common  school  education, 
S.  B.  Hamilton  followed  farm  work  for  a 
time,  and  then  was  engaged  for  twelve  years 
in  brick  making  and  three  years  in  brick  lay- 
ing. At  the  end  of  that  time,  in  1899,  he 
embarked  in  the  general  mercantile  business 
at  the  thriving  radroad  village  of  Layton, 
on  the  Youghiogheny  river.  On  March  i, 
1893,  Mr.  Hamilton  wedded  Dessie  Carson, 
a  member  of  the  old  Carson  family,  of  Fay- 
ette county,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Lynn)  Carson,  of  Perry  township. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  chil- 
dren:  Clara  B.,  born  December  5,  1893;  Ed- 
win C,  born  July  5,  1895  ;  William  R.,  born 
January  27,  1898,  and  Florence,  the  youngest, 
born  August  27,  1899.  Mrs.  Hamilton  was 
born  November  17,  1869,  and  is  of  English 
descent.  Mr.  Hamilton  has  a  heavy  stock  of 
goods,  and  does  a  remunerative  mercantile 
business  which  promises  to  attain  to  large 
dimensions.  Lie  is  a  Republican  and  Protest- 
ant, and  has  been  a  member  for  some  years, 
at  Scottdale,  Pa.,  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows. 

Walter  H.  Swan-,  residing  on  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  produc- 
tive soil,  is  one  of  Luzerne  township's  prac- 
tical business  men,  and  a  farmer  who  is  well 
advanced  in  all  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  born  in  Greene  county,  Pa.,  February 
20,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  and  Susanna 


(Greggs)  Swan,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Greene  county.  Richard  Swan  was  a  pros- 
perous farmer  in  his  native  county  and  re- 
sided in  it  up  to  1839,  when  he  removed  to 
Fayette  county,  locating  in  North  Union 
township,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres.  He  was  a 
practical  agriculturist,  and  labored  and  im- 
proved his  property  in  a  marked  degree.  He 
never  aspired  to  office,  although  offices  were 
offered  to  him  often.  He  lived  to  a  good  old 
age,  his  wife  dying  several  years  before  him. 
He  was  sober,  honest  and  upright  and  a 
moral  man.  He  was  a  Republican.  His  fam- 
ily consisted  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living.  Walter  H.  Swan  received  his  edu- 
cation partly  in  Greene  and  partly  in  Fayette 
county.  He  was  fifteen  years  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  this  county,  and  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  he 
reached  his  thirty-first  year.  He  then  mar- 
ried Ruth,  daughter  of  Ellis  Phillips,  on 
March  16,  1854,  and  they  have  had  four 
children :  William  (deceased),  Frances,  Laura 
and  Martha.  Mrs.  Ruth  Swan  was  born  near 
Uniontown,  Fayette  county,  in  1826.  Mr. 
Walter  H.  Swan  remained  in  North  L^nion 
township  until  he  removed  to  his  present 
farm  and  home  in  Luzerne  township.  Mr. 
Swan  is  a  model  farmer,  and  has  a  commo- 
dious and  well  arranged  house  with  all  the 
comforts  of  a  well-to-do  man  of  the  coun- 
try. He  was  a  school  director  for  three 
terms,  or  nine  years.  Politically  he  is  a 
staunch  Republican.  He  is  not  a  professed 
Christian  or  church  member,  but  practices 
Christian  principles. 

Thomas  Acklin  is  a  retired  farmer,  resid- 
ing in  Luzerne  township.  He  was  born  in 
Redstone  township,  March  i,  1838,  and  is  a 
son  of    John    and    Martha   (Goslin)  Acklin. 
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John  Acklin  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
and  his  wife  was  born  in  Fayette  county. 
John  Acklin  was  one  of  the  noted  teamsters 
who  drove  on  the  National  Road  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade  and 
was  counted  one  of  the  most  skillful  veter- 
inarians of  his  day,  whose  services  were  in' 
demand  far  and  near.  After  leaving  the  "Old 
Pike"  he  settled  on  a  farm,  which  he  pur- 
chased near  Hopewell  church,  and  where  he 
remained  up  to  his  death,  which  occurred 
August  21,  1882.  His  wife  preceded  him  to 
the  tomb  by  forty  years.  They  removed  to 
Luzerne  township  in  1830,  and  their  family 
consisted  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  are 
living,  Robert  and  Thomas.  Thomas  Acklin 
was  about  four  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Luzerne  township,  and  consequently  he  was 
reared  and  educated  in  it.  In  early  life  he 
learned  the  cooper's  trade  and  worked  at  it 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  addition  to  this 
he  was  a  skillful  carpenter.  Later  in  life  he 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits 
and  by  hard  labor  and  strict  economy  laid  by 
enough  means  to  make  his  life  easy  in  his  de- 
clining years.  In  1880  he  purchased  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  from 
Jacob  Ball,  which  has  become  greatly  im- 
])roved  under  his  skillful  management.  He 
is  a  member  of  Hopewell  Cumberland  Pres- 
liyterian  church.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  un- 
married. 

Morgan  WusT,  a  resident  of  Brownsville 
township,  and  by  profession  a  carriage  man- 
ufacturer, is  a  native  of  Redstone  township, 
lie  was  born  January  8,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Louisiana  (Ball)  West,  the  former 
a  native  of  Redstone  township,  and  the  latter 
born  in  Louisiana,  from  which  State  she  de- 
rived her  name.  James  West  was  an  exten- 
sive carriage  builder,    and    an    expert    me- 


chanic. He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  and  ac- 
cumulated considerable  property,  in  which 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  an  interest.  He 
died  July  i,  1889,  aged  eighty-three  years. 
His  family  consisted  of  nine  children,  three 
of  whom  are  living.  Morgan  is  the  fifth  in 
order  of  age.  Morgan  West  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  Redstone  town- 
ship, and  at  an  early  period  in  life  began  the 
trade  of  carriage  builder  with  his  father, 
which  trade  he  has  successfully  followed  up 
to  the  present  time.  He  resided  in  Redstone 
township  for  forty-two  years  upon  the  old 
homestead,  which  contains  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  and  to  which  he  is  the  heir.  He 
was  married  in  1877  to  Martha  A.,  daughter 
of  Dr.  William  and  Elizabeth  Hubbs.  They 
have  two  children,  William  J.  and  Allen  G. 
In  1881  they  came  to  Brownsville  township, 
where  they  resided  five  years.  In  1886  they 
went  to  Columbia  county,  Ohio,  remaining 
there  six  years.  In  1887  they  returned  to 
Brownsville  township,  where  they  now  re- 
side. Mr.  West  is  well  established  in  busi- 
ness and  enjoys  d  large  patronage.  His 
property  is  valuable,  situated  on  the  "Pike," 
about  one  mile  from  Brownsville,  and  is 
known  as  the  "Brubaker  Place."  Mr.  West 
has  been  honored  with  various  offices  of  the 
township,  such  as  tax  collector,  school  di- 
rector, etc.,  all  of  which  he  filled  with  faith- 
fulness, and  consequently  enjoys  the  full  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Dr.  William  G.  Hubbs,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Martha  A.  West,  was  a  native  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  and  a  leading  physician.  He  removed 
from  his  native  city  early  in  life,  locating  in 
this  county,  where  he  enjoyed  an  extensive 
practice.  In  1861  he  removed  to  Browns- 
ville, where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1881. 
his  wife  having  died  six  weeks  before.  Their 
family  numbered  nine,  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
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ing.  Dr.  Hubbs  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Charles 
Hubbs,  who  was  a  graduate  of  Princeton 
and  a  leading  physician  of  Philadelphia,  but 
who  afterwards  removed  to  Baltimore,  where, 
in  addition  to  his  large  practice,  he  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  church,  and  a  very  con- 
scientious man.  He  married  Susan  V.  Gor- 
gus,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  to  whom  were 
born  six  sons  and  three  daughters.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  Dr. 
Charles  Hubbs  was  the  son  of  John  Hubbs, 
who  was  the  son  of  Obadiah  Hubbs,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  this  country,  who  located 
in  New  Jersey  during  the  Puritan  days. 
From  New  Jersey  he  moved  to  Montgomery 
county,  Pa.  The  Hubbs'  were  Quakers,  but 
finally  became  attached  to  the  Christian 
church,  a  combination  of  Presbyterians,  Bap- 
tists and  Methodists. 

Captain  William  Steele  CRt^et,  a  prom- 
inent farmer  of  Luzerne  township,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  well-known  Craft  family  of  Fay- 
ette county.  His  great-grandfather,  George 
Craft,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  emi- 
grated to  this  country  early  in  the  eigh- 
teenth century.  He  located  in  Maryland, 
near  the  site  of  the  battleground  of  Antie- 
tam,  where  he  resided  until  1772,  when  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, and  settled  upon  the  farm  on  which 
his  descendants  have  ever  since  lived  and 
which  has  always  remained  in  the  Craft  fam- 
ily. This  old  pioneer  was  a  worthy  man  and 
a  loyal  citizen.  He  lived  to  a  good  old  age. 
One  of  his  sons,  David  Craft,  was  a  promi- 
nent farmer,  and  was  born  in  1763.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Margaret  Woodrow  in  1788,  and 
they  reared  a  family  of  thirteen  children.  Pie 
was  a  man  of  intelligence  and  secured  many 
advantages  for  the  cultivation  of  his  children 


and  for  their  mental  development.  He  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  was  a  man  of  usefulness  in 
the  county.  Elijah  Craft,  a  son  of  David  Craft, 
married  Ruth  Steele.  Both  were  natives  of 
this  county,  the  former  of  Redstone,  and  the 
latter  of  Jefiferson  township.  Elijah  Craft  was 
a  successful  farmer,  and  a  man  of  strictly 
moral  habits  and  sound  principles.  He  and 
his  family  were  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church,  and  he,  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1883,  was  the  senior  elder  in 
that  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elijah  Craft  had 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Cap- 
tain William  S.,  Matilda,  James  N.,  Char- 
lotte L.  and  Elizabeth.  Those  children  de- 
ceased are.  Johnson  S.  and  George  M.  Cap- 
tain William  S.  Craft  was  reared  in  Fayette 
county,  receiving  his  early  education  at  the  ' 
common  schools,  then  entering  Dunlap's 
Creek  academy,  where  he  prepared  himself 
for  Waj'nesburg  college,  at  which  he  studied 
for  one  3'ear.  He  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful as  a  farmer.  He  was  born  February 
10,  1837,  and  made  his  early  home  with  his 
parents  in  Redstone  township.  When  the 
Union  was  threatened  with  severance,  Mr. 
Craft  enrolled  himself  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany H,  First  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Caval- 
ry, commanded  by  Colonel  George  D.  Bay- 
ard, on  August  I,  1861,  as  a  private.  His 
regiment  participated  in  many  of  the  princi- 
pal battles  fought  during  this  war  and  in 
others  of  minor  importance.  During  the  bat- 
tle of  Salem  Church,  Captain  Craft  lost  his 
right  leg,  May  28,  1864.  In  less  than  three 
years  from  the  time  of  his  enlistment,  by  his 
courage  and  daring,  he  was  promoted  step 
by  step  until  he  finally  was  commissioned  to 
command  the  company.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  September  16,  1864,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  profitably  engaged  in  agri- 
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cultural  pursuits.  On  November  15,  1866, 
he  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Eliza  Graham.  To  this  union  eight  chil- 
dren have  been  born:  George  J.  (deceased), 
Nathaniel  G.,  Ruth  S.,  Eliza  J.,  Elijah, 
James  S.,  Sarah  T.  and  Margaret  E.  Mr. 
Craft  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow  cit- 
izens. This  has  been  manifested  in  various 
ways.  He  has  held  the  office  of  school  di- 
rector for  eighteen  years.  In  1866  he  was 
nominated  for  county  treasurer,  in  1875  he 
was  the  nominee  for  member  of  the  State 
legislature,  and  later  for  State  senator.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  Royal  Ar- 
canum, and  has  passed  through  all  the  chairs 
of  those  orders.  He  is  a  staunch  Republi- 
can. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee. 
Captain  Craft  was,  from  1875  to  1882,  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  historic  Monongahela 
National  Bank,  of  Brownsville.  Durmg  this 
period  he  was  also  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Brownsville  Railway  Company. 

Rerce  Vernok,  deceased,  was  a  promi- 
nent farmer  of  Luzerne  township  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  was  a  native  of  Greene 
county,  Pa.,  and  was  born  June  2,  1817.  He 
was  an  agriculturist,  and  was  honored  by  his 
fellow  citizens  with  many  of  the  township 
offices.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  church.  He  had  decided 
ideas,  was  strong  in  his  opinions  and  had  the 
courage  to  live  up  to  his  convictions.  He 
was  a  staunch  Democrat.  Mr.  Vernon  was 
an  industrious  man,  and  by  adhering  to  strict 
economy,  accumulated  an  independence.  His 
farms,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  are  now  the  property  of  his  children. 
He  married  Clara,  daughter  of  Armstrong 
and  Nancy  Porter,  of  this  county,  in  1841. 
Mrs.   Vernon   was   a   native   of   this   countv. 


She  died  August  8,  1891,  and  Mr.  Vernon 
died  September  25,  1896,  aged  seventy-eight 
years.  They  had  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living:  Pierce  F.,  Margaret  L.  Covert, 
Mifflin  C,  Hulda  R.  Davidson  and  W.  D. 
Pierce  Vernon,  the  father  of  Reece  Vernon, 
came  from  Chester  county.  Pa.,  and  was  one 
of  Fayette  county's  early  and  useful  citizens. 
Mrs.  Margaret  L.  Covert,  daughter  of  Reece 
Vernon,  is  a  native  of  Menallen  township, 
and  was  born  in  1851.  She  came  to  this 
county  with  her  parents  when  but  six  years 
of  age.  In  1874  she  was  married  to  Thomas 
B.  Covert.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Covert  had  two 
children,  Clara  E.  and  William  A.,  the  latter 
of  whom  is  now  teaching  school  and  bids  fair 
to  make  his  mark  in  life.  In  1886  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Covert  removed  to  the  western  part  of 
the  country,  where  they  remained  for  a  time, 
and  where  Mr.  Covert  died  on  August  21, 
1889.  After  her  husband's  death,  Mrs.  Co- 
vert and  her  children  returned  to  her  father's 
home,  where  they  are  now  residing. 

James  B.  Richards,  deceased,  was  one  of 
Luzerne  township's  worthy  citizens.  He  was 
a  native  of  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  and  was 
born  September  19,  1842.  He  was  a  son  of 
John  F.  and  Cassandra  (Speers)  Richards, 
natives  of  Allegheny  county,  who  came  to 
Fayette  county  in  1868,  where  they  purchas- 
ed a  farm  in  Luzerne  township,  and  resided 
there  until  their  death.  The  husband  died 
July  16,  1876,  his  wife  having  died  several 
years  previous.  John  F.  Richards  was  a 
stonemason,  which  business  he  followed  suc- 
cessfully in  connection  with  farming.  They 
had  eight  children,  four  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity.  James  B.  Richards  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  county.  He  be- 
gan very  early  in  life  to  show  a  decided  pro- 
clivity  for   his   father's   profession,   and   like 
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him,  soon  mastered  it.  Before  he  reached 
his  majority  the  clash  of  arms  was  heard  in 
the  South,  and  he  was  one  of  the  number  to 
declare  that  lie  was  willing  to  lay  down  his 
life  for  his  country.  In  1862  he  became  a 
member  of  Compan}'  E,  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry. 
He  fought  bravely  and  participated  in  all  the 
battles  in  which  his  regiment  took  part  up 
to  1865,  when  he  received  a  wound  which 
caused  his  death,  eventually.  In  1865  he  was 
honorably  discharged  and  returned  to  private 
life,  but  for  a  long  time  was  unable  to  per- 
form his  special  mechanical  work,  but  being 
a  man  of  too  much  ambition  to  remain  idle 
long,  he  again  turned  his  hand  to  his  old 
vocation  of  stonemason,  which  he  followed 
in  conjunction  with  farming.  On  January 
19,  1871,  he  married  Alice,  daughter  of  Ab- 
raham and  Mary  A.  (Miller)  Garwood.  To 
this  union  were  born  eight  children :  Mary 
G.  (deceased).  Lulu  E.,  Charles  S.,  Rebecca 
J.,  Ralph  C,  Jason  A.,  Theodosia  V.  and 
Jamie  B.  Mrs.  Alice  Richards  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  and  was  born  April  20,  1852. 
She  is  a  lady  of  marked  abilit}-  and  intelli- 
gence, and  of  refined  tastes  and  accomplish- 
ments. She  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by 
her  many  friends.  Mr.  James  B.  Richards 
died  December  4,  1894,  lamented  not  only  by 
his  own  family,  but  by  the  community  at 
large.  The  memory  of  this  good  man  is  held 
sacred  by  his  widow  and  children,  who  sur- 
vive him. 

Daniel  B.  Craft,  farmer  and  trucker,  and 
a  resident  of  Luzerne  township,  was  born  in 
Redstone  township,  Fayette  county,  April  9, 
1828.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Rev.  George 
B.  and  Sarah  E.  Craft,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  this  county.  The  Crafts  owned 
considerable  real  estate,  the  Rev.  George  B. 


owning  two  hundred  and  two  acres.  He 
was  a  popular  and  fearless  preacher  of  the 
Word,  and  died  in  1877,  his  wife  having  died 
some  years  before.  Their  family  consisted 
of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity, and  three  are  now  living:  Margaret 
Wagoner,  Sarah  A.  Harford  and  Daniel  B. 
Rev.  George  B.  Craft  was  a  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Elizabeth  Craft.  The  father  of  Benja- 
min was  George  Craft,  who  was  a  native 
of  Germany  and  emigrated  to  this  country 
in  its  early  history.  It  is  presumed  they  lo- 
cated in  the  New  England  States,  and  from 
there  Benjamin  and  his  family  moved  to 
Redstone  township,  this  county.  There  were 
three  other  brothers  besides  Benjamin,  and 
from  this  humble  start  have  sprung  a  long- 
line  of  worthy  men,  who  have  been  engaged 
in  the  various  honorable  pursuits  of  the  age, 
namely,  agricultural,  educational,  ministerial 
and  legislative,  and  who  have  been  successful 
in  a  marked  degree.  Daniel  B.  Craft  was 
reared  and  educated  in  this  county  and  has 
confined  himself  to  farming.  His  first  farm 
was  one  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Redstone 
township.  He  served  in  several  township 
offices,  and  was  supervisor,  school  director, 
etc.  In  1894  he  disposed  of  his  farm  in  Red- 
stone and  removed  to  Luzerne  township, 
where  he  now  resides  on  a  small  farm  sur- 
rounded by  the  comforts  of  life.  Mr.  Craft 
has  been  married  three  times ;  first  to  Miss 
Mary  M.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah 
Craft,  Alarcli  31,  1852,  to  whom  were  born 
four  children :  Sarah  E.,  Robert  J.,  Del- 
worth  and  Frances.  Robert  J.  is  deceased. 
Mary  M.  Craft  died  May  17,  1857,  and  Mr. 
Craft's  second  wife  was  Miss  Mary  L., 
daughter  of  Elisha  and  Elizabeth  Crouch, 
whom  he  married  J.Iarch  11,  1858.  To  this 
union  four  children  were  born :  D.  Birming- 
ham, Harriet,  George  L.  and  Florence.   Mrs. 
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Mary  L.  Craft  died  January  26,  1883,  and 
]\Ir.  Craft,  on  September  30,  1886,  married 
Miss  Harriet  V.  Miller.  To  this  third  mar- 
riage five  children  have  been  born:  Ida, 
Paul,  Blanche,  Clyde  and  Lucy.  Mrs.  H.  V. 
Craft  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  was 
born  September  30,  1858.  Mr.  Craft  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church,  and  politi- 
cally is  a  staunch  Republican. 

Nathaniel  Ewing  Porter,  a  resident  of 
Luzerne  township,  and  one  of  its  leading 
farmers  and  successful  and  worthy  citizens,  is 
a  descendant  of  some  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Luzerne 
township,  July  21,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  the 
late  Nelson  and  Elizabeth  N.  (Stewart)  Por- 
ter, both  of  whom  were  born  in  Luzerne 
township,  the  former  on  November  i,  1807, 
and  the  latter  July  18,  1820.  Nelson  Porter 
began  life  as  a  poor  boy,  working  for  the  late 
Judge  Nathaniel  Ewing,  of  Uniontown,  for 
twelve  years,  his  remuneration  at  first  being 
but  eight  dollars  per  month,  but  by  close 
application  to  business  and  economy,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a  start  in  life.  In  1842  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  eighty-eight  acres  from 
his  father.  Later  he  bought  sixty-six  acres 
more.  To  this  he  added  seventeen  acres  at 
one  time,  twenty-seven  at  another  and  final- 
ly fifty-two  acres,  making  in  all  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres.  He  was  a  practical  business 
man,  and  whatever  he  touched  prospered. 
He  was  chosen  lay  liis  fellow  citizens  to  fill, 
with  honor  and  credit,  several  of  the  town- 
ship offices.  He  was  a  Republican,  and  affili- 
ated with  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Por- 
ter and  Elizabeth  N.  Stewart  were  united  in 
marriage  on  December  19,  1848.  The  re- 
sult of  this  union  was  five  children,  two  of 
whom  are  now  living:  Mrs.  Cornelia  Dun- 
away   and    the     inuncdiate     subject     of     this 


sketch.  Mr.  Porter  died  January  18,  1897, 
and  his  wife  February  20,  1880.  Nelson  Por- 
ter was  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Cornelia 
(Conwell)  Porter.  Andrew  Porter  was  a 
man  of  considerable  means,  and  a  proficient 
and  thorough-going  agriculturist  in  every 
respect.  He  was  a  native  of  this  county  and 
served  it  for  several  years  in  the  capacity  of 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  lived  a  useful  life, 
dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  He 
had  five  children,  one  of  whom  is  now  living. 
Andrew  was  the  son  of  Armstrong  Porter, 
said  to  be  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  who  emi- 
grated to  this  country  previous  to  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence.  In  1774  he  re- 
moved to  this  county,  where  he  purchased 
seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  including  the 
farms  owned  by  J.  W.  Stewart,  C.  Conwell, 
Nathaniel  E.  Porter  and  others.  Part  of  this 
land  has  never  been  out  of  the  hands  of  his 
descendants.  Armstrong  Porter  had  six 
sons  and  two  daughters.  His  sons  were  as 
follows;  Andrew,  Jared,  William,  David, 
John  and  Armstrong.  Nathaniel  E.  Porter, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  and 
reared  in  this  county,  and  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  spent  at  Waynesburg  college,  his 
education  was  acquired  at  the  common 
schools.  Mr.  Porter  has  always  followed 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  lived  on  his  father's 
farm  for  the  first  twenty  years  of  his  life.  He 
was  married  to  Adelaide  M.  Gibbons,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Elisha  O.  Gibbons,  May  23, 
iS/j.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Porter  began 
business  for  himself.  Mr.  Porter  is  a  man  of 
inlelligence  and  refinement,  whose  principles 
are  founded  on  the  Golden  Rule,  and  whose 
practices  do  not  deviate  from  those  princi- 
ples, and  his  wife  is  a  companion  suitable  for 
him.  Mr.  Porter  is  a  practical  farmer,  and 
has  two  farms,  one  of  one  hundred  and  thir- 
Iv-three  acres,  known  as  the  "Nelson  Wood" 
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farm,  and  another  of  one  hundred  acres,  the 
"Greenfield"  farm,  both  fertile  and  well  under 
cultivation.  He  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Porter  have  the  following  children: 
Hattie  C,  Lawrence,  Kenneth,  Sarah  L., 
Mary  E.,  Nath.  E.,  Frances  A.  (deceased), 
and  Nelson.  Mrs.  Porter  was  born  in  Lu- 
zerne township,  June  13.  1854.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyter- 
ian church,  of  whicn  Mr.  Porter  has  been  an 
elder  for  some  years. 

Reuben  Grove,  a  farmer  and  noted  horti- 
culturist, of  Luzerne  township,  was  born  in 
German  township,  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, June  4,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  the 
late  Harvey  and  Elizabeth  (Leckey)  Grove, 
also  natives  of  German  township.  Harvey 
was  a  farmer  of  some  means,  owning  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  in  Ger- 
man township.  He  was  much  respected  for 
his  sterling  qualities.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church.  In 
politics  he  was  an  Old  Line  Whig  and  later 
a  Republican.  He  died  in  his  eighty-second 
year;  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  They  had  seven  children,  Reu- 
ben being  the  only  son,  and  third  in  order 
of  age.  Harvey  Grove  was  the  son  of  Jacob 
Grove,  whose  ancestors  were  of  Hollandese 
extraction.  Reuben  Grove  was  reared  and 
educated  in  this  county.  He  is  a  farmer, 
and  has  been  successful  in  a  large  degree. 
His  first  farm  was  in  German  township,  and 
contained  one  hundred  acres.  He  lived  there 
until  1876,  when  he  sold  out  to  better  his 
condition  and  removed  to  Luzerne  township, 
where  he  now  resides  on  what  was  formerly 
known  as  the  Isaac  JMessmore  place,  con- 
taining one  hundred  acres  of  good  farming 
land.  Mr.  Grove  is  a  practical  man,  and  not 
only  raises  farming  produce  in  general,  but 


gives  much  of  his  time  to  horticulture.  j\Ir. 
Grove  has  been  honored  with  several  town- 
ship offices,  serving  faithfully  as  assessor 
and  school  director.  He  is  well  informed  on 
all  current  topics  and  keeps  abreast  of  the 
times.  In  1861  he  was  joined  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Flattie  C,  daughter  of  Uriah  and  Ta- 
bitha  Higinbotham.  To  this  union  were 
born  twelve  children:  William  E.,  Lizzie, 
Ettie  C,  Minnie  A.,  Annie,  Corona  B.  (de- 
ceased), Uriah  H.,  Reuben  O.,  Harvey  E., 
Frank  L.  (deceased),  J.  H.  and  Bertha  (de- 
ceased). Mrs.  Grove  was  born  in  Mason- 
town  in  1830. 

James  W.  Dunaway,  a  well-known  and 
prosperous  farmer  of  Luzerne  township,  is 
a  grandson  of  Matthew  and  Annie  Dunaway, 
who,  in  early  life,  lived  near  Pittsburg,  but 
in  1812  removed  to  this  county,  where  they 
remained  one  year,  removing  to  Greene 
county,  where  they  made  their  home  for  a 
number  of  years.  Matthew  Dunawav,  in 
1835,  again  removed  to  Fayette  county,  lo- 
cating near  Millsboro.  He  purchased  a  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres  near  Merrittstown  upon 
which  he  erected  a  fine  brick  house.  This 
farm  is  now  owned  by  Jefferson  Bibbs.  Mat- 
thew Dunaway  was  a  man  of  quiet  and  un- 
obtrusive habits,  lived  to  a  good  old  age 
and  passed  away  respected  by  all  his  fellow 
citizens.  His  family  consisted  of  eight  chil- 
dren :  John,  Thomas,  William,  Jacob,  J. 
Evans  and  James,  besides  two  daughters. 
William  Dunaway  (father),  was  born  in  this 
county  March  23,  1812,  and  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools,  finishing  his  studies  at 
Greene  academy.  He  taught  school  in  his 
early  life  for  several  years  and  was  well 
qualified  intellectually  for  all  the  ordinary 
pursuits  of  life.  Subsequent  to  his  teaching- 
he  opened  a  drug  store   in   Greene  county. 
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]n  1850  he  removed  to  this  count}-  in  which 
he  had  an  interest  in  a  farm  containing  two 
hundred  and  twelve  acres  situated  near 
:\Ierrittstown,  where  he  spent  the  balance  of 
his  life.  His  chief  line  of  farming  was  sheep 
raising  in  which  he  was  successful.  He  fill- 
ed several  township  offices,  being  justice  of 
the  peace  for  several  years.  He  was  a  man 
of  thought  and  a  remarkable  mathematician ; 
and  his  life  was  a  useful,  if  an  uneventful  one. 
In  religious  belief  he  was  a  Presbyterian, 
and  in  politics  a  Republican.  He  died  April 
16,  1895,  aged  eighty-three  years.  He  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Phebe,  daughter  of 
Charies  and  Rachel  Porter,  who  bore  him 
one  son,  Charles  P.  He  afterwards  married 
p;iizabeth,  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  to  them 
two  sons  were  born:  William  E.  and  James 
W.  William  E.  is  a  practicing  attorney  in 
Clay  Centre,  Kansas,  where  he  has  an  ex- 
tensive law  business.  After  completing  his 
education  in  Washington  and  Jefferson  col- 
lege, he  studied  law  with  his  older  brother 
who  had  previously  been  admitted  to  the  bar. 
James  W.  Dunaway,  the  youngest  son  by 
the  second  marriage,  was  born  in  Fayette 
county.  Pie  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  at  Dunlap's  Creek  academy, 
spending  one  year  at  Washington  and  Jeffer- 
son college.  His  attention  has  always  been 
given  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  which  he  is 
successful,  being  a  scientific  farmer.  Mr. 
Dunaway  has  been  elected  to  some  of  the 
township  offices,  which  he  has  filled  with 
lionor  and  faithfulness.  He  is  a  Republican 
and  is  single.  His  mother  is  still  living  but 
in  feeble  health.  Her  father,  Charles  Por- 
ter, was  a  man  of  i)roniincnce  in  the  county, 
a  menilier  of  the  legislature  and  speaker  of 
the  liousc  for  one  term.  At  another  time 
in  his  life  he  was  appointed  associate  judge. 
AVhilc  his  sons  were  jiromincnt  members  of 


society,  they  never  adorned  it  as  he  did.  The 
father  of  Hon.  Charles  Porter,  was  another 
Charles  Porter,  who  took  up  by  patent 
three  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  of  land,  part 
of  which  now  belongs  to  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

John  Wilson  McMullen  is  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Luzerne  and  lives  where  he  was 
born,  on  what  is  known  as  the  old  Sheppard 
Conwell  place.  He  was  born  October  6, 
1844,  and  was  the  eighth  of  the  nine  children 
of  John  and  Phebe  (Balsinger)  jNIcMullen ; 
the  former  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in  1817, 
and  the  latter  born  in  this  country  in  1824. 
John  McMullen  came  to  this  country  when 
a  young  man,  locating  on  Dunlap's  creek  in 
German  township ;  there  he  purchased  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  acres  upon  which  he  remain- 
ed for  a  number  of  years ;  he  then  sold  that 
farm  and  bought  the  one  upon  which  his  son 
John  W.,  now  resides.  Mr.  McMullen  was 
a  loyal  citizen  contending  for  the  principles 
of  the  Whig  party.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  He  died  Septem- 
ber II,  1872.  His  son  John  W.  McMullen 
(subject),  is  an  honorable  and  worthy  citizen; 
who  has  held  several  township  offices,  and 
has  been  very  prominent  in  making  some 
changes  profitable  to  the  tax  payers  of  his 
district  while  filling  the  office  of  school  direc- 
tor. Politically  he  is  a  Democrat.  While 
Mr.  McMullen  is  not  a  clun-ch  member,  he 
leads  a  moral  and  upright  life  and  his  tend- 
encies are  towards  the  Presbyterian  doctrine. 
He  is  a  successful  farmer  and  keeps  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  a  fine  condition.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Aaron 
and  Lydia  Hackney,  October  7,  1874,  and 
they  have  three  children:  J.  Riley.  Annie  E. 
and  Adda  B.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  McMullen  was 
horn  in  Luzerne  township,  January  9,  1849. 
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William  Swan,  deceased,  was  one  of 
Luzerne  township's  well  known  farmers  and 
respected  citizens.  He  was  a  native  of 
Greene  county,  Pa.,  and  was  born  August 
6,  1833.  He  was  a  son  of  Richard  and 
Susannah  (Grigg)  Swan,  both  natives  of 
Maryland,  the  former  born  September  14, 
1796,  the  latter  May  22,  1795;  they  were  of 
Scotch  descent,  and  whose  ancestors  came 
to  this  country  in  1600,  locating  in  Virginia, 
some  of  the  family  going  to  Pennsylvania 
eighty-two  years  later.  Richard  Swan  and 
his  family  removed  from  Greene  to  Fayette 
county  in  1839,  locating  near  Uniontown  on 
a  farm  which  they  purchased  and  where  they 
remained  the  rest  of  their  lives.  They  were 
worthy  people,  loyal  citizens,  and  enjoyed  the 
highest  esteem  of  the  community.  Richard 
died  October  9,  1873,  his  wife  in  1865.  They 
had  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living: 
Sarah  A.,  Charles,  Alfred  and  Emily.  Wil- 
liam Swan,  deceased,  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated near  Uniontown,  having  come  there 
with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  six  years.  He 
became  a  farmer,  remaining  on  his  father's 
place  until  1880,  when  he  bought  the  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  valuable 
land  upon  which  his  widow  resided  until  her 
recent  removal  to  Brownsville.  Here  he  suc- 
ceeded in  amassing  considerable  means.  He 
was  never  interested  in  politics  further  than 
to  vote  with  the  Republican  party.  Mr. 
Swan  was  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
church,  to  which  lie  contributed  liberally. 
Pie  died  in  March,  1898.  He  married  Miss 
Jane  E.,  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah 
(Wiggins)  McMullen,  on  May  21,  1857,  and 
they  had  six  children :  Ellen  H.,  Matilda, 
^largaret  H.,  Charles  H.,  Emily  S.,  Richard 
W.  All  are  living  except  the  first  named. 
Mrs.  Jane  E.  Swan  was  born  at  Uniontown, 
February  11,  1834. 


Hamilton  Newcomer  is  a  prominent  far- 
mer qf  Luzerne  township,  near  Heisterburg. 
His  paternal  grandfather  was  John  New- 
comer, who,  with  two  brothers,  came  from 
Maryland  to  this  county  in  its  early  history 
and  located  in  German  township,  where  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
acres  of  valuable  land,  upon  which  he  re- 
mained all  his  life,  accumulating  consider- 
able property  before  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1840.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Overhalt,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living. 
Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Newcomer  died  early  in  life. 
Joseph  Newcomer,  the  sixth  of  John's  chil- 
dren, was  born  in  German  township,  Feb. 
2,  1822.  There  he  was  reared  and  educated 
and  lived  on  his  father's  farm  until  1854, 
when  he  removed  to  Georges  township  and 
bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  acres,  subsequently  bu)dng  fifty-eight 
more.  He  was  a  very  successful  and  practi- 
cal farmer,  and  was  held  in  regard  and 
esteem  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Basil 
Sisler,  in  1844,  and  they  had  eight  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living.  Joseph  Newcomer 
died  in  1881,  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age. 
His  wife  died  in  1899,  in  the  seventy-seventh 
year  of  her  age. 

Hamilton  Newcomer  is  the  second  in  or- 
der of  age  in  his  father's  family.  He  was 
reared  in  Georges  township  and  educated  at 
the  district  schools.  He  has  succeeded  in 
his  avocation  to  a  remarkable  degree  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  his  vi- 
cinity. His  stock  is  of  fine  grade  and  his 
produce  always  marketable.  He  has  served 
his  township  as  supervisor,  judge  of  elections 
and  school  director  and  other  minor  offices. 
In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Republican.  Au- 
gust   19,    1869,   he   married   ]\Iiss    Margaret, 
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daughter  of  William  and  Eleanor  Richey. 
To  this  union  were  born  seven  children,  viz. : 
Ernest  Newton,  born  1870;  Donna  M.,  born 
1873;  Mary  E.,  born  1874;  Charles  R.,  born 
1881  ;  Lottie  M.,  born  1877;  Harry  L.,  born 
1879;  Hettie  A.,  born  1885.  Mrs.  Margaret 
(Richey)  Newcomer  was  born  in  German 
township  June  14,  1845.  The  Newcomers 
are  members  of  the  Hopewell  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church. 

Joshua  StricklER,  a  retired  farmer,  late 
of  Luzerne  township,  but  now  of  Uniontown, 
Fayette  county,  is  a  grandson  of  Jacob 
Strickler,  of  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  and  of  Ger- 
man descent.  The  latter  removed  to  Fayette 
county  about  1789,  locating  near  Scottdale, 
where  he  later  owned  and  cultivated  about 
seven  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  built  a  saw- 
mill, where  the  timber  was  manufactured  into 
building  material.  He  also  erected  a  grist- 
mill, which,  when  compared  with  modern 
mills,  was  an  inferior  process  for  the  manu- 
facture of  cereals,  but  was  the  best  of  its 
kind  of  that  day.  These  mills  were  situated 
on  Jacob's  creek,  where  Mr.  Strickler  car- 
ried on  an  extensive  business.  He  was  very 
fond  of  hunting  and  spent  much  of  his  spare 
time  in  that  sport.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Stewart, 
to  whom  were  born  five  children.  Of  these, 
Jacob  Strickler  was  the  father  of  the  imme- 
diate subject  of  this  sketch.  Jacob  B.  Strick- 
ler was  born  October  30,  1791,  at  Jacob's 
creek,  in  this  county.  He  worked  at  milling 
under  his  father  and  was  also  engaged  in 
farming.  When  he  became  of  age  he  inher- 
ited from  his  father  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  acres.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  M.  E.  church,  and  was  for  many  years 
a  class  leader.  He  was  a  Whig.  He  married 
Miss    Mary    Fiscus,    November     19,     1816. 


They  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom  attain- 
ed maturity,  and  four  are  living.  Mrs.  Mary 
(Fiscus)  Strickler  was  the  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Seruiah  Fiscus,  and  was  born 
October  14,  1790,  dying  September  12,  1868. 
Jacob  B.  Strickler  died  August  31,  1874,  aged 
eighty-tliree  years.  Joshua  Strickler,  the  son 
of  Jacob  B.  and  Mary  Strickler,  was  born 
January  28,  1821,  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Tyrone  township.  His  earliest  em- 
ployment following  his  assisting  on  his 
father's  farm,  was  that  of  driving  a  six-horse 
team  on  the  National  Road  until  1850,  thus 
gaining  a  fund  of  practical  knowledge  and 
insight  into  the  ways  of  the  world,  which 
proved  of  great  benefit  to  him.  When  twen- 
ty-nine years  old  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Abigail  Covert, 
January  31,  1850.  He  then  removed  to  Lu- 
zerne township,  where  fifty  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  happily  and  profitably  in  farming 
and  raising  fine  Merino  sheep.  Mr.  Strick- 
ler was  a  conscientious  agriculturist,  and  his 
reputation  in  sheep  raising  was  second  to 
none  in  the  county.  His  family  cleared  out 
the  farm  on  the  banks  of  the  Monongahela, 
at  Rice's  Landing,  which  embraces  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  acres,  besides  another 
farm  at  Millsboro,  on  which  his  son,  Benja- 
min, now  resides.  He  purchased  his  present 
residence,  at  28  Ben  Lomond  street,  in 
March,  1900.  Mr.  Strickler  is  a  member  of 
the  West  Bend  M.  E.  church,  where  he  has 
served  as  steward  and  class  leader  nearly  all 
his  life.  He  succeeded  Benjamin  Covert,  who 
was  one  of  its  main  supports.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Strickler  had  six  children,  five  of  whom  are 
living:  Abby.  B.  C,  Arthur  J.,  F.  E.  and 
Randolph  J.  Mrs.  Strickler  was  born  in 
Ohio,  but  came  to  this  county  with  her  par- 
ents when  she  was  an  infant.  In  politics  Mr. 
Strickler  is  an  ardent  Repulilican. 
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John  L.  Nelan,  a  prosperous  farmer,  re- 
siding in  Luzerne  township,  was  born  in  the 
above  named 'township  October  i6,  1827. 
He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Thomas  and  Mary 
Xelan,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  same 
township.  Thomas  Nelan  was  a  farmer  who 
owned  a  farm  of  four  hundred  acres.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  was  a  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian; in  politics,  a  Democrat.  He  had 
filled  several  township  offices.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nelan  had  six  children,  two  of  whom  are  now 
living,  Gilbert  and  John  L.  Thomas  was  the 
son  of  Alexander  Nelan,  who  was  a  native 
of  Ireland,  emigrating  to  this  country  in  the 
early  history  of  Luzerne  township.  John  L. 
Nelan  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  the 
township  and  has  always  been  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  which  he  has  been 
successful  beyond  his  own  expectations.  In 
1856  he  fell  heir  to  part  of  his  father's  estate 
and  has  purchased  a  portion  of  the  remain- 
der from  the  other  heirs.  He  has  handled  his 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  of  land  with 
so  much  skill  and  judgment  that  in  his  de- 
clining years  he  is  surrounded  by  the  com- 
forts and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  He 
has  filled  many  township  offices  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  concerned.  In  1855  he  married 
Miss  Lydia,  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  Hackney. 
She  died  in  1872,  leaving  the  following  chil- 
dren:  Clark  M.,  \'elma  S.,  John  H.,  Anna 
A.,  George  B.  and  Mary  E.  November, 
1873,  ^Ii"-  Nelan  married  Miss  Margaret 
Ridge.  Their  children  are  as  follows : 
Harry  O.,  Charles,  Robert,  Frank,  Margaret 
E.,  Jay  and  Earl.  The  sons  are  farmers 
in  good  circumstances.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ne- 
lan is  a  native  of  Luzerne  township,  and  was 
born  in  1841. 

Benjamin  A.  Wei.Lingtox,  an  industrious 
and  worthy  farmer,  who  resides  in  the  Craw- 
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ford  district,  Luzerne  township,  was  born 
June  23,  1855.  in  the  house  he  now  occupies. 
He  is  the  only  son  of  Sarah  Wellington,  now 
a  resident  of  Luzerne  township,  who  is  also 
a  native  of  this  township,  and  was  born  No- 
vember 3,  1823.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Jona- 
than and  Mary  Wellington,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Alexandria,  Va.,  the  former  born  in 
1780,  and  the  latter  in  1775.  Their  family 
consisted  of  twelve  children,  but  Sarah  is 
the  only  survivor  of  the  family  in  this  coun- 
ty. Benjamin  A.  Wellington  has  always  con- 
fined himself  to  a  farmer's  life  and  conduct- 
ed his  mother's  farm  until  1893,  when  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  ninety-six  acres. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  in  religion, 
a  Presbyterian.  On  April  6,  1878,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lois  R.,  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Amanda  Vandergrift,  and  they  have  seven 
children  :  John  T..  James  F.,  Jesse  C,  Wil- 
liam J.,  Helen,  George  and  Allen  M.  Mrs. 
^^'ellington  is  a  native  of  Washington  county, 
born  April  15,  1861.  She  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
church. 

Lee  M.  Crowthers  is  a  young  coal  opera- 
tor of  good  prospects,  whose  mine  is  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Monongahela  river,  on 
the  East  Bend,  in  Luzerne  township.  This 
mine  was  opened  by  Jonas  Crowthers  and 
George  C.  jMaxwell  in  1893,  who  operated 
it  for  a"'year  when  Mr.  Crowthers  bought  out 
his  partner's  interest  and  ran  it  in  his  own 
name  up  to  1898,  when  his  son,  Lee  M. 
Crowthers,  and  C.  Jutter  became  the  owners, 
being  one  of  the  strongest  coal  firms  on  the 
river.  Their  output  capacity  is  twenty-five 
thousand  bushels  per  day.  Their  coal  is  of 
the  best  quality,  the  Pittsburg  vein.  They 
employ  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  men, 
and  having  their  own  supply  store  they  are 
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equipped  to  meet  all  demands  of  their  em- 
ployees. 

Jonas  Crowthers,  father  of  our  subject,  is 
a  native  of  England.  Early  in  the  fifties,  he, 
with  his  wife,  Ann  (Coatsworth),  emigrated 
to  this  country,  locating  in  Monongahela 
Citv,  where  he  engaged  in  mining  as  a  com- 
mon work  hand.  He  soon  worked  to  the 
front  and  became  a  coal  operator,  and  finally 
owned  and  operated  his  own  mines,  besides 
vast  coal  lands  which  he  bought  and  sold  on 
speculation.  He  operated  at  Monongahela 
Citv  up  to  1877,  when  he  removed  to  Califor- 
nia, Pa.,  where  he  remained  about  four  years, 
and  where  he  opened  and  operated  the  Globe 
mines.  During  the  great  break-up  in  the 
river  in  the  spring  of  1877,  ^h\  Crowthers 
suffered  severe  reverses,  his  loss  being  some 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  but  applying 
himself  with  renewed  energy  he  soon  regain- 
ed his  losses.  From  1883  to  1893  he  specu- 
lated 'largely  in  coal  fields.  Mr.  Crowthers 
was  far-sighted  in  Inisiness  matters,  a  man 
of  marked  moral  principles,  a  strong  advo- 
cate of  temperance  and  righteousness.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Democrat.  He  was  born  in 
1826;  his  wife  was  born  in  1833,  and  died 
in  1885.  Their  family  numbered  seven,  six 
of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Joseph  B.,  J.  J.,  T. 
A.,  R.  C,  J.  F.  and  Lee  M.  The  last  named, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Mon- 
ongahela City  May  7,  1876.  He  was  reared 
in  California,  where  he  attended  the  Normal 
school,  and  subsequently  graduated  from  the 
Iron  City  Business  college,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
After  leaving  school  he  entered  the  employ 
of  his  father,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  coal  business.  December  16, 
1896,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter 
of  George  L.  and  Sophie  Hill,  of  Washington 
county.  They  have  one  child,  Sophie,  born 
in   1897.     Mrs.   Mary    Hill    Crowthers    was 


born  in  Fredericktown,  Pa.,  September  6, 
1876.  Mr.  L.  JNI.  Crowthers  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican. 

H.VRRisoN  R.  Duv,\LL,  a  worthy  and  well- 
known  farmer  of  Luzerne  township,  was 
born  June  6,  1829,  in  Luzerne  township,  and 
is  the  seventh  son  of  EH  and  EHzabeth 
(Richey)  Duvall.  Eli  Duvall  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  but  in  his  earlier  years  removed 
to  Washington  county,  where  he  remained 
for  a  short  time,  when  he  returned  to  Fay- 
ette county,  in  which  he  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life.  He  was  an  industrious  and  honor- 
able man  and  acquired  considerable  property. 
He  owned  two  farms  which  increased  in 
value  under  his  skillful  management.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Richey,  by  whom  he  had 
eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Whig,  in  religious  faith  a 
Quaker,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
3'ears.  Eli  Duvall  was  the  son  of  Alexander 
Duvall,  a  native  of  France,  who  emigrated 
to  this  country  about  1719.  He  came  at 
once  to  Fayette  county  and  located  near 
Brownsville,  purchasing  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred acres,  which  he  improved  and  beauti- 
fied and  upon  which  he  lived  all  his  life,  rear- 
ing eight  children,  seven  of  whom  were  sons. 
He  lived  to  an  advanced  age.  Harrison  R. 
Duvall  was  reared  and  educated  in  Luzerne 
township  and  has  always  lived  on  the  farm, 
which  he  now  owns.  He  has  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  ancestors  and  made  farming 
his  business,  of  which  by  close  application 
he  has  made  a  success.  His  first  purchase  of 
real  estate  was  made  in  1858,  being  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres  of 
first  class  land.  Mr.  Duvall,  while  not  a 
member  of  church,  carries  out  the  principle 
of  the  Golden  Rule  in  his  daily  life.    In  poli- 
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tics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried. First  to  Miss  Ruth,  daughter  of  W.  G. 
Crawford,  in  1850,  by  whom  he  had  five  chil- 
dren, only  one  of  whom  is  now  living,  Har- 
rison Duvall.  ]\Irs.  Ruth  Duvall  died  in  1880 
at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  Mr.  Duvall's 
second  wife  was  Miss  Lizzie,  daughter  of 
Bartholomew  and  Minerva  Lancaster,  whom 
lie  married  September  17,  1884,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Anna  E.,  born  in  1886.  Mrs. 
Lizzie  Duvall  was  born  in  German  township 
in  1850. 

Robert  H.  Acklin,  a  resident  of  Luzerne 
township,  and  by  trade  a  blacksmith,  was 
born  at  Ormond,  Luzerne  township,  Fayette 
county.  May  17,  1854,  of  German  and  British 
ancestry.  His  great-grandfather,  Joseph  (of 
English  descent),  was  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, and  one  of  the  first  white  men  to  make 
a  permanent  settlement  in  Southwestern 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  at  Winchester, 
\'a.,  in  1732,  and  died  near  Brownsville,  Pa., 
in  1835,  aged  one  hundred  and  three  years. 
His  grandfather,  John  Acklin,  was  born  in 
1796  and  died  in  Pennsylvania.  On  his  ma- 
ternal side,  a  great-grandfather,  Peter  Sny- 
der, of  German  ancestry,  was  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Steubenville,  Ohio,  and  was 
killed  at  that  place  by  accident  about  1805, 
leaving  a  large  family  of  children.  Robert 
H.  Acklin's  parents,  William  and  Mary  A. 
Acklin,  were  natives  of  this  county,  the  for- 
mer born  July  23,  1826,  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years,  and  the  latter,  born  September 
II,  1822,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 
They  were  married  June  28,  1848,  and  had 
ten  children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  Wil- 
liam Acklin,  in  his  youth,  learned  the  black- 
smith trade,  at  which  he  worked  all  his  life. 
He  operated  a  shop  at  Ormond  until  1856, 
when  he  removed  to  the  site  now  occupied 


by  his  son,  Robert  H.  He  was  a  good  me- 
chanic, attending  strictly  to  his  own  busi- 
ness ;  sociable  and  hospitable  to  a  fault,  and 
strictly  temperate ;  quiet  and  reserved,  but 
firm  in  his  convictions.  He  was  a  Democrat, 
and  a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyter- 
ian church,  of  which  he  was  an  officer. 

Robert  H.  Acklin,  his  third  child,  and  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  reared  in  the  town- 
ship in  which  he  was  born,  and  educated  in 
the  common  schools.  He  learned  the  black- 
smith trade  with  his  father,  at  which  he  has 
proved  an  adept,  and  at  which  he  has  worked 
all  his  life.  His  patronage  is  very  extensive 
and  he  is  doing  a  prosperous  business.  Be- 
sides his  shop  work  he  is  engaged  in  hauling 
timber  from  adjacent  forests  to  various 
points  along  the  Monongahela  river,  for 
local  building  and  other  purposes.  Mr.  Ack- 
lin is  a  modest  man  of  a  reserved  disposition. 
His  friends,  who  are  numerous,  have  hon- 
ored, him  with  some  township  offices.  He 
has  been  on  the  school  board  for  some  time 
and  served  as  its  secretary  for  five  years.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  and  his  fam- 
ily are  Cumberland  Presbyterians.  Mr.  Ack- 
lin owns  fifty  acres  of  land  where  he  resides, 
besides  forty-three  acres  more  at  another 
point,  all  of  which  he  has  under  a  state  of  ad- 
vanced cultivation.  On  January  6,  1876,  he 
marrried  Miss  Rachel  J.,  daughter  of  Aaron 
and  Lydia  Hackney.  To  this  union  three 
children  were  born :  Eliza  V.,  now  Mrs. 
Arensbery ;  Blanche  and  Georgie.  Mrs. 
Acklin  was  born  January  5,  1846,  and  died 
November  12,  1899,  at  West  Penn.  Hospital, 
in  Pittsburg,  from  the  efifects  of  an  operation 
performed  upon  her.  Mrs.  Acklin  was  a  na- 
tive of  Fayette  county. 

Jehu  D.  H.-^ckney,  one  of  Luzerne  town- 
ship's prosperous  farmers,  was  born  on  Au- 
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gust  31,  1840,  at  Heistersburg,  Luzerne 
township.  His  great-grandfather,  Aaron 
Hackney,  was  the  first  of  that  name  to  locate 
in  the  county.  He  came  from  Virginia  as 
early  as  1770,  and  owned  three  hundred  and 
twenty-one  acres  of  land  in  Luzerne  town- 
ship. He  was  a  thorough-going  business 
man,  and  in  politics  a  member  of  the  politi- 
cal organization  which  has  since  become  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  a  Quaker,  and 
died  in  early  life.  His  family  consisted  of 
seven  children.  Jehu  Hackney,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Luzerne 
township,  and  inherited  part  of  his  father's 
estate,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-four acres.  He  \Yas  industrious,  and  con- 
sequently a  prosperous  farmer.  He  married 
Rachel  Eaglen,  who  bore  liim  ten  children, 
eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  They  lived 
to  an  advanced  age.  His  son,  Aaron  Hack- 
ney, the  father  of  cur  subject,  was  born  in 
Luzerne  township  March  18,  1817.  He  mar- 
ried Lydia  M.  Springer,  daughter  of  Jacob 
-  Springer,  in  1837,  and  to  their  union  were 
born  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  living. 
Mrs.  Lydia  M.  Hackney  was  born  in  this 
county  in  1807.  Aaron  Hackney  began  life 
at  Heistersburg,  where  he  resided  four  years, 
and  after  moving  about  in  an  unsettled  way 
for  some  time,  he  returned  and  again  settled 
at  that  place.  He  bought  out  the  other  heirs 
to  his  father's  estate,  and  the  farm  upon 
which  his  son,  Jehu  D.,  now  resides,  contains 
two  hundred  acres  of  good  land.  Aaron 
Hackney  was  a  fine  business  man,  a  practical 
farmer  in  every  sense,  and  a  worthy  citizen. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian church,  which  he  joined  in  early  life, 
and  in  which  he  held  an  important  office. 
He  was  an  ardent  Republican,  and  was  hon- 
ored with  many  township  offices.  He  died 
February  8,  1888,  and  his  wife  died  Novem- 


ber 8,  1886.  Jehu  D.  Hackney  has  followed 
the  example  of  a  long  line  of  sturdy  agricul- 
turist ancestors.  From  his  youth  up  he  took 
to  farming  pursuits,  which  he  has  made  pro- 
fitable. He  is  now  residing  upon  land  occu- 
pied by  his  ancestors.  This  he  succeeded  in 
buying  from  the  other  heirs  after  hard  labor. 
Mr.  Hackney  is  surrounded  with  the  com- 
forts and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  His 
farm  is  well  cultivated  and  desirably  stocked, 
and  he  raises  a  general  crop  of  produce.  He 
is  a  Republican,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
ass„essor.  On  February  i,  1879,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Matilda,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Eliza 
A.  Roberts.  To  ihis  union  seven  children 
have  been  born :  James  G.,  born  October  3, 
1880;  John  C,  born  May  6,  1883;  Blanche, 
born  October  6,  1885  ;  Emma  M.,  born  March 
II,  1888;  Charles,  born  May  16,  1890;  Harry, 
born  October  14,  1892;  and  Mildred,  born 
September  9,  1896.  Mrs.  Matilda  Hackney 
was  born  in  Redstone  township,  April  26, 
i860.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbtyerian  church. 

James  Wii,li.\m  Conwell  is  a  well-known 
farmer  of  Luzerne  township,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  a  family  connected  with  the  earliest 
history  of  that  township.  He  was  born  July 
I,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  John  S. 
and  Margaret  (McDougal)  Conwell.  .  Jehu 
Conwell,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Fayette 
county,  and  who  was  born  in  Sussex  county, 
Del.,  in  1749,  came  with  his  brother,  William, 
to  Luzerne  township  in  1767,  and  purchased 
seven  hundred  acres  of  land  from  James 
Bredin.  During  this  period  of  the  county's 
history,  these  old  sturdy  pioneers  endured 
many  liardships.  In  1772  Jehu  returned  to 
his  native  State,  where  he  was  married  to 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Yates  Stokeley.     Af- 
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ter  their  marriage  they  went,  on  horseback, 
back  to  the  new  home  in  Fayette  county,  pre- 
viously provided  by  the  groom.  At  that 
time  the  country  was  infested  by  warlike  sav- 
ages and  wild  beasts.  Soon  after  the  Con- 
wells  settled  in  Fayette  county  the  Indians 
began  to  harass  them,  and  in  1774  hostilities 
opened  up  in  earnest.  Then  Jehu  and  his 
brother,  Captain  William  Conwell,  started 
the  project  of  building  a  fort,  and  a  block 
house  was  constructed  under  the  directions 
and  with  the  help  of  the  Conwell  brothers. 
Several  children  are  said  to  have  been  born 
in  the  fort,  one  of  whom  was  Ruth,  daughter 
of  Captain  Conwell,  and  another  a  daughter 
of  Jehu  Conwell,  who  married  Abraham 
Armstrong.  When  the  flag  of  our  national 
independence  was  raised,  these  two  brothers, 
Jehu  and  William,  quickly  responded  to  the 
call  for  volunteers.  They  both  survived  the 
struggle,  and  reutrned  to  civil  life,  ending 
their  days  in  clearing  the  wilderness  and  pre- 
paring the  way  for  their  numerous  descend- 
ants. Jehu  was  generous  and  liberal  in  his 
views,  conscientious  in  all  his  doings,  and 
was  honored  and  respected  by  all.  He  built 
a  log  grist  mill,  erected  a  distillery  and  made 
many  other  necessary  improvements  in  his 
new  home.  He  died  in  January,  1834,  aged 
eight-six  years,  upon  the  farm  that  had  been 
his  home  for  sixty  years.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  had  been  married  sixty  years,  and 
had  seven  children.  His  sons  were  Shep- 
pard,  Yates  S.,  John  and  George.  Yates  S. 
was  the  founder  of  Heistersburg,  and  was  of 
much  mfluence  in  his  township.  He  was 
commissioned  an  ensign  on  August  r,  1819, 
in  the  Eighth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  mili- 
tia. He  was  a  farmer  of  abundant  means. 
His  wife  was  Anna,  daughter  of  David  Craft, 
who  bore  him  five  sons  and  two  daughters. 
He  died  on  Christmas,  1865.   His  widow  died 


some  years  later.  John  S.  Conwell  was  born 
in  lyUzerne  township  June  30,  1815.  He  was 
for  several  years  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Heistersburg,  and  was  the  first 
postmaster  at  that  place,  receiving  his  ap- 
pointment in  1850.  He  was  elected  to  sev- 
eral township  offices,  one  of  which  was  that 
of  township  clerk.  He  left  Heistersburg  in 
1861,  and  removed  to  his  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  upon  which  he  lived 
and  worked  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
paid  particular  attention  to  sheep  raising. 
His  family  consisted  of  six  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living:  James  W.,  Albert  D., 
Walter  B.  and  Mary  E.,  wife  of  John  W. 
Foster.  John  S.  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one ;  his  wife  died  December  15,  1888,  aged 
seventy-two  years.  James  W.  Conwell,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  began  his  early  Hfe 
at  Heistersburg,  and  has  always  confined 
himself  to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  first 
farm  was  purchased  in  1871  near  Heisters- 
burg, where  he  remained  for  some  years  and 
then  returned  to  Heistersburg,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm  and  resided  up  to  the 
spring  of  1899,  when  he  sold  his  farm 
to  his  cousin,  N.  E.  Conwell.  lie  now 
resides  on  the  property  once  owned  by  Wil- 
liam Ewing,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  stone 
buildings  in  the  township.  Mr.  Conwell  is  a 
genial  man,  enjo3ang  the  full  confidence  of 
his  fellow  citizens.  He  has  occupied  several 
offices  in  the  township.  He  is  a  Republican. 
On  November  14,  1867,  he  married  Mary  M., 
daughter  of  John  and  Emily  Wood.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Conwell  were  born  the  following 
children  :  George  J.,  born  October  25,  1868  ; 
Annie  H.,  born  November  13,  1874;  Emma 
M.,  born  December  28,  1876  (married  R.  W. 
Swan,  November  10,  i"897,  and  died  May  12, 
1898);  William  S.,  born  December  10,  1879; 
Mary  A.,  born   December   16,   1882;    Susan 
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R.,  born  December  2,  1887,  and  John  W., 
born  July  11,  1891.  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Conwell 
was  born  in  Luzerne  township,  July  4,  1847. 
Her  people  are  among  the  old  settlers  of  the 
county. 

Henry  B.  Gans,  ex-county  surveyor,  was 
born  in  Springhill  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania.     He  is  a  son  of  Lebbeus  B. 
and   Emily   Goe   Gans.     His   early   life  was 
spent  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  and  his  ru- 
dimentary education  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  of    his    native  township.     While  in 
school  he  was  a  leader  of  his  classes.     Al- 
though exceptionally  bright,  his  success  was 
chiefly  due  to  his  abnormal  capacity  for  work 
and  unbounded  energy.     At  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  he  entered  the  freshman  class  of 
Bethany  college,  Bethany,  W.  Va.    While  in 
college  he  made  a  specialty  of  mathematics 
and  engineering,  and  graduated  in  the  scien- 
tific and  engineering  course  in  that  institu- 
tion in  the  year  1892,  receiving  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science.     Shortly  after  complet- 
ing his  college  course  he  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his    chosen    profession,    that    of 
civil  engineer,  which  he  still  continues.     He 
has  surveyed  many  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
Fayette,   Greene   and   Washington   counties. 
No  one  in  Fayette  county  has  stood  higher 
as  a  surveyor  that  he  does.    In  the  spring  of 
1895   he  was   nominated  by   the   Republican 
party   for  the   office   of  county   surveyor   of 
Fayette  county,  and  in  the  following  Novem- 
ber was  elected  to  that  office,  which  office  he 
filled   very   creditably   for   one    term,    which 
ended  January  i,  1899.    Since  1895  his  office 
has  been  in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  with  his  brother. 
Attorney  W.  L.  Gans.     He  is  a  member  of 
the  Christian  church,  and  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.     He  comes  from 
an  old   family   of  staunch   Republicans,   and 


has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  party 
work.  He  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
pluck  and  usually  succeeds  in  whatever  he 
undertakes.  In  a  financial  way  he  has  also 
met  with  success.  He  owns  coal  land  both 
in  Fayette  and  Greene  counties. 

Samuel  Work  Woodward. — Among  the 
representative  and  successful  farmers  and 
stock  growers  of  Fayette  county,  is  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  heads  this  biography. 
He  was  born  in  Menallen  township,  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  April  24,  1833.  He  at- 
tended school  in  Dunbar  township,  where  his 
parents  lived  for  several  years.  After  leav- 
ing school  he  chose  his  present  business,  and 
has  since  followed  it,  and  by  industry  and 
economy,  coupled  with  good  business  quali- 
fications, has  succeeded  in  accumulating  a 
goodly  share  of  this  world's  goods.  He 
owns  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  well 
improved  land,  which  is  more  valued  for  the 
coal  that  underlays  it,  than  for  the  surface. 
His  farms  are  examples  of  neatness,  and  it 
is  obvious  to  any  one  knowing  anything 
about  farming  that  a  master  of  the  art  con- 
trolled them  and  brought  them  to  this  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a  son  of  Davis 
and  Alary  (Boyd)  Woodward,  and  the  grand- 
son of  Caleb  Woodward,  who  was  Ijorn  in 
Chester  county,  Pa.,  in  which  he  married 
Miss  Phoebe  McCarty,  November  2,  1828, 
and  removed  to  Fayette  county,  where  he 
died  October  18,  1856.  Davis  Woodward, 
our  subject's  father,  was  born  in  Menallen 
township,  this  count}',  June  11.  1805.  His 
mother  was  born  in  1810.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Robert  Boyd,  and  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent.  Mr.  Woodward's  paternal . 
ancestors  were  Quakers,  and  of  English  ori- 
gin. Of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  Samuel 
Work  Woodward  is  the  third.  He  was  reared 
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and  educated  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.,  and  has 
been  largely  the  architect  of  his  fortunes, 
having  made  his  own  way  in  the  world,  with 
the  assistance  of  his  wife,  who  is  also  a  na- 
tive of  Fayette  county.  She  was  born  April 
19,  1842,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Parkhill)  Curry,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  July  n,  1805.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Curry  were  married  in  1840.  Mr. 
Curry's  father,  Solomon  Curry,  married 
Mary  A.  Hatfield,  and  lived  to  be  one  hun- 
dred and  one  years  old.  Mrs.  Woodward  is 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woodward  have  five  children  and  fifteen 
grandchildren.  Their  children  are :  Eliza- 
beth J.,  wife  of  Edward  Gilchrist,  of  Harvey 
countv,  Kan. :  Ida  Belle,  wife  of  Rufus  Phil- 
lips, also  of  Harvey  county,  Kan. :  Anna 
Laura,  wife  of  John  Frasher,  of  Smock  vil- 
lage, Fayette  county.  Pa. ;  James  Curry,  at 
home ;  and  Ewing  Finley,  married  Miss  Belle 
Woods,  of  JNIenallen  township,  and  also  liv- 
ing on  the  home  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel 
Work  W^oodward  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  Mr.  Woodward  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. 

Thomas  H.  M.vxskll  was  born  March  26, 
1853,  in  W'est  Xewton,  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  son  of  the  Rev. 
Josiah  Mansell,  who  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land in  1844  to  this  country  and  settled  at 
Pittsburg.  He  later  joined  the  Pittsburg  con- 
ference, and  chose  the  niinistrv  for  his  pro- 
fession. He  married  Miss  Melvina  Beeson, 
May  ID,  1849.  They  had  three  children,  all 
of  whom  are  still  living:  R.  B.  Mansell,  of 
Pittsburg,  Pa. ;  Mary  (Mansell),  wife  of  L. 
A.  Reed,  of  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  and  Thomas  H. 
Mansell.  a  merchant,  of  Upper  Middletown, 
who  was  married  to  Miss  Lizzie  Stephens,  of 
Redstone     postofihce,    on    January    5,    1881. 


She  is  the  daughter  of  Jehu  and  Sarah  Ste- 
phens, who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Fayette  county.  Mrs.  Mansell  is  of  Scotch 
origin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mansell  had  six  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  deceased  :  Harrv  Bee- 
son  Mansell  was  born  February  12,  1882; 
Clayton  Stephens  Alansell,  born  March  17, 
1884 ;  Sarah  Melvina,  born  September  6, 
1886;  Claudius  Reed  Mansell,  born  Decem- 
ber 30,  1889;  \Mlliam  Fulton  Mansell,  born 
March  23,  1892,  and  Thomas  Dwight  Man- 
sell,  born  February  26,  1895.  Mr.  Mansell 
entered  the  mercantile  business,  and  in  1879 
formed  a  partnership  with  a  Mr.  Thompson, 
which  continued  until  1886,  when  Mr.  Man- 
sell  bought  his  partner's  interest,  and  since 
that  time  has  continued  the  business  alone. 
He  has  met  with  marked  success,  and  has  a 
fine  dwelling  and  store,  in  which  he  carries 
a  large  stock  of  general  merchandise.  ]\Ir. 
Mansell  belongs  to  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian church,  in  which  he  is  an  elder.  He 
is  a  staunch  Republican.  He  served  as  post- 
master for  four  and  one-half  years.  He  is 
considered  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the 
community,  and  is  noted  for  his  honesty. 

W.  W.  OsBORX,  j\l.  D. — Among  the  dis- 
tinguished men  of  Fayette  county  who  have 
passed  away,  and  who  stood  eminent  in  the 
ministry  and  social  life,  was  Rev.  Andrew  G. 
Osborn,  father  of  Dr.Wilkins  W.  Osborn,the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Rev.  A.  G.  Osborn  was 
born  in  Georges  township,  near  Fairchance, 
August  8,  1807,  and  was  one  of  three  sons 
of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Lucky)  Osborn,  both 
of  whom  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and 
spent  all  their  married  life  in  Georges  town- 
ship, the  husband  and  father  emigrating  from 
near  Newark,  New  Jersey,  early  in  the  eigh- 
teenth century.  The  appearance  of  A.  G. 
Osborn  was  verv  commanding,  he  being  in 
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stature  six  feet  high,  finely  proportioned  and 
weighing  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  pounds. 
His  departure  left  an  aching  void  which 
could  not  be  filled ;  no  other  man  could  take 
his  place,  do  the  work  and  command  the 
confidence  that  was  reposed  in  him  by  the 
entire  community.  He  was  indeed  the  poor 
man's  friend  and  was  universally  esteemed, 
honored  and  beloved  as  "a  man  of  lofty  prin- 
ciple, generous  and  magnanimous  impulses 
and  of  spotless  character.  He  had  no  use 
whatever  for  a  mean,  dishonorable  or  dis- 
honest transaction;  the  love  of  truth,  vir- 
tue and  justice  was  in  him  born,  while  stern 
and  severe,  in  heart  and  sympathy,  he  was  • 
meek  and  forgiving  as  a  child.  As  a  meagre 
illustration  of  the  zeal  with  which  he  enter- 
ed into  his  life  work,  one  instance  may  be 
cited :  His  parents  being  Presbyterians,  it 
was  thought  by  them  that  if  he  became  a 
minister  that  he  must  surely  preach  that  be- 
lief or  doctrine,  but  his  convictions  were  so 
strong  that  there  was  free  salvation  for  all 
who  sought  it,  that  after  walking  a  distance 
of  sixty  miles  to  a  Presbyterian  synod  and 
hearing  some  of  the  ablest  divines  of  that 
denomination  and  day  preach,  he  was  more 
firmly  grounded  in  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian faith  than  before.  When  our  country 
was  called  to  war  in  1861,  he  secured  the 
chaplaincy  of  the  14th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
and  served  from  the  fall  of  1863  till  May, 
1865  ;  he  was  ever  faithful  to  this  charge, 
administering  to  the  wants  of  both  souls  and 
bodies  of  the  soldiers  who  came  under  his 
care.  One  instance  of  his  humanity  and 
bravery  is  related.  During  the  heat  of  bat- 
tle a  Southern  r.oUUer  was  dying  from 
wounds  received;  the  instant  Rev.  Mr.  Os- 
born  saw  him,  while  the  shot  and  shell  were 
flying  thick  and  fast,  he  went  to  him,  slacked 
his  thirst  and  put  him  in  the  easiest  possi- 


ble position ;  shaded  him  with  a  shock  of 
grain  and  gave  him  his  blessing.  Among 
some  of  the  places  Rev.  A.  G.  Osborn 
preached  was  Masontown  from  1842-53  and 
again  until  1862,  Fairchance,  1840  one  year 
and  occasionally  here  until  his  death ;  East 
Liberty,  now  \'anderbilt,  1846-48  and  was 
associated  with  A.  J.  Swayne  at  this  place 
from  1849-1856,  and  his  last  appointment  be- 
fore leaving  for  the  army  was  at  Pleasant 
View,  1860-1862,  being  the  first  pastor  at  this 
church  and  was  instrumental  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  this  congregation ;  New  Salem, 
Hopewell,  Brownsville  and  Harmony  were 
among  the  many  appointments  he  had.  Rev. 
Andrew  Gillespie  Osborn  died  at  his  home 
in  October,  1868,  surrounded  by  loving 
friends  and  kindred.  He  was  buried  in  Tent 
cemetery.  His  wife  Jane  (Lynn)  Osborn, 
was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Pa.  Her  par- 
ents, Alexander  and  Jane  (Herring)  Lynn, 
were  of  Scotch  and  English  descent  and  were 
Episcopalians.  Mrs.  Osborn  was  a  loving 
mother  and  devoted  companion,  consecrat- 
ing her  life  to  her  family.  For  many  years 
before  her  death  she  lived  with  her  son.  Dr. 
Osborn,  and  died  jNIarch  18,  1877.  She  was 
buried  in  the  Tent  Church  cemetery  by  the 
side  of  her  husband.  Miss  Mary  \'irginia 
Osborn  }vas  the  youngest  child  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Jane  Osborn.  She  was  educated  at 
Georges  Creek  academy.  New  Salem  Normal 
school  and  Waynesburg  college,  Greene 
county.  Pa.  After  teaching  for  a  time  her 
health  failed,  but  until  her  death  she  was  the 
constant  companion  and  co-worker  with  her 
brother,  Dr.  W.  W.  Osborn,  with  whom  she 
lived.  She  was  a  good  musician  and  delight- 
ed to  entertain  her  family  and  friends.  She 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Woman's 
Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  society,  from 
the  minutes  of  which  we  make  this  extract : 
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"Whereas,  our  Heavenly  Father  in  his 
wise  providence  called  to  her  eternal  home 
his  faithful  follower  and  our  beloved  sister, 
Miss  M.  V.  Osborn :  that  in  her  we  have 
lost  a  true  friend  whose  heart  was  in  our 
work,  but  in  which  we  recognize  the  Lord's 
hand  and  humbly  bow  in  submission  to  him 
who  doeth  all  things  well,  knowing  that  our 
loss  is  her  eternal  gain." 

Since  the  death  of  ]\I.  A'irginia  Osborn, 
Miss  H.  Louisa  Osborn  has  filled  her  place 
and  has  assiduously  devoted  her  time  to  the 
duties  of  the  home.  ]\Iiss  Louisa  Osborn  is 
also  a  musician  of  considerable  ability  and 
assistant  postmaster  and  has  many  admiring 
friends. 

Dr.  ^^'ilkins  W.  Osborn,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  on  the  Osborn  homestead. 
He  attended  the  district  school  and  was  a 
diligent  and  earnest  student,  as  has  been 
proved  by  his  after  life.  He  was  thorough 
in  everything  he  undertook,  bending  all  his 
energies  to  making  his  business,  whatever  it 
was,  a  success.  His  father  desired  him  to 
be  an  architect  and  builder  and  accordingly 
apprenticed  him  to  an  English  gentleman  by 
the  name  of  Bostock  for  that  purpose.  After 
a  few  months  he  found  it  was  not  congenial 
to  his  tastes  and  so  learned  photography  and 
was  engaged  in  this  for  some  time  previous 
to  going  into  the  army  where  he  served  from 
September  19,  1862  until  ^fay  30,  1865;  he 
proved  a  faithful  and  gallant  soldier,  valuing 
his  duty  as  highly  as  he  did  his  life.  One 
instance  of  his  soldierly  qualities  and  as 
showing  the  kind  of  material  he  was  com- 
posed of,  is  given.  A  soldier  at  Huttonville, 
Va.,  when  the  command  "Forward''  was 
given,  faltered.  In  cavalry  at  times,  every 
fourth  man  holds  his  own  and  three  other 
horses,  while  the  others  dismount  and  go  in 
the  engagement  on   foot.     At  this   battle   it 


came  to  Dr.  Osborn  to  remain  and  hold  the 
horses,  but  seeing  the  man  weakening,  he 
immediately  took  the  fellow's  place  and  went 
forward  and  did  his  duty  in  battle  as  every 
true  soldier  should,  thus  exposing  himself 
to  the  perils  of  battle,  all  to  maintain  the 
honor  and  family  pride  he  took  in  patriotic 
deeds  and  doing  his  duty.  A  part  of  his 
time  was  taken  up  while  in  the  service  on  de- 
tached duty,  a  part  of  this  being  recruiting 
men  to  fill  vacancies  in  his  regiment.  He 
can  relate  many  thrilling  incidents  of  what  a 
hazardous  undertaking  it  was  to  enter  one 
of  the  homes  of  Fayette  county  where  the 
heads  of  the  family  were  opposed  to  the  war 
and  enlist  a  son.  One  instance  in  particular 
he  relates,  is  of  going  to  a  spelling  bee  in 
one  of  the  mountain  townships,  and  after  it 
became  known  that  his  business  was  that  of 
a  recruiting  officer,  he  was  told  his  better 
plan  would  be  to  leave  the  neighborhood  be- 
fore daybreak.  Being  well  prepared  for  his 
business,  he  not  only  refused  to  leave  but 
remained  and  went  to  the  election  grounds 
next  day,  made  his  business  known  and  en- 
listed all  the  men  needed,  taking  them  to 
Pittsburg  where  they  were  mustered  into  the 
service.  When  he  landed  at  Uniontown  on 
his  way  with  the  men,  transportation  was  not 
ready  as  promised,  and  seeing  some  of  the 
men  becoming  dissatisfied,  he  received  as- 
sistance from  Eli  Cope  and  had  the  men 
under  way  and  safe  in  the  service  of  Uncle 
Sam.  After  coming  home  from  the  service 
where  he  had  spent  nearly  three  years,  he 
entered  the  office  of  Dr.  F.  C.  Robinson, 
of  L^niontown,  for  the  study  of  medicine. 
He  finished  his  preparatory  course  in  Sep- 
tember, 1866,  with  his  brother.  Dr.  W.  F. 
Osborn,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa.,  who  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Kansas  legislature,  having- 
been   elected   from   the    14th   legislative   dis- 


1182 


NELSON'S  BIOGRAPHICAL  DICTIONARY 


trict  in  1899,  as  a  zealous  and  aggressive  Re- 
publican. He  then  entered  the  University 
of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  was  a 
diligent  student  until  the  following  May,  re- 
ceiving a  certificate  for  full  courses  at  this 
institution  in  all  the  branches  taught  in  his 
profession.  His  second  term  in  medicine 
was  finished  at  the  Western  Reserve  Medical 
college  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  from  August  10, 
1867,  until  in  March,  18O8,  he  began  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  in  the  thriving  village  of 
Upper  Middletown,  Pa.,  where  he  has  been 
continuously  ever  since,  being  now  in  his  thir- 
t}--second  year  of  practice.  Never  was  iheie 
a  man  who  applied  himself  more  closely  to 
business,  or  who  so  assiduously  tried  to  so 
conduct  himself  that  he  would  not  only  be  of 
service  to  his  many  patrons,  but  an  honor 
to  his  profession.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Medical  societies  of  the  county  and  State, 
and  of  the  American  Medical  association. 
He  is  a  Republican,  and  in  politics  sparing 
neither  time,  means  nor  argument  to  sustain 
the  cause  and  principles  of  this  great  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian church.  Dr.  Osborn  is  postmaster  of 
the  village,  and  by  his  efforts  the  money  or- 
der system  has  been  introduced  and  many 
reforms  inaugurated.  He  is  a  puljlic  bene- 
factor in  every  sense.  He  is  a  scholar  and 
a  gentleman,  charitable  to  those  in  distress; 
kind  and  afifable  to  all,  and  holds  the  first 
place  in  the  hearts  of  his  many  friends. 

Jacob  B.  Graham,  a  farmer  and  stock 
grower,  of  Menallen  township,  was  born  on 
the  old  Graham  homestead  in  Menallen 
township,  January  3,  1824.  He  is  a  son  of 
Hugh  and  Margaret  Black  Graham.  Hugh 
Graham,  a  sturdy,  honest  and  genial  Scotch- 
Irishman,  was  born  May  2,  1796,  near  Lon- 
donderry Ireland.  He  came  in  1818  to 
Philadel])hia    where    he    was    employed    bv 


Stephen  Girard  and  built  some  of  the  finest 
houses  in  that  city.  Afterwards  he  walked 
from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg  in  six  days, 
and  from  there  to  Uniontown.  In  1822  he 
married  Margaret  Black,  who  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Catherine  Black,  and  died 
in  1873.  Her  father  was  of  German  descent 
and  a  highly  educated  man.  They  had  eight 
children :  Catherine  (dead),  William  (dead), 
Jacob  B.,  Albert  G.,  a  college  graduate, 
editor  and  lawyer,  died  in  Tennessee ;  J\Iar- 
garet,  wife  of  G.  B.  Bowie,  and  now  dead; 
Thos.  B.,  whose  sketch  follows;  Hugh,  Jr., 
died  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  Jennie  G., 
who  married  William  Thorndell,  and  is  de- 
ceased. Hugh  Graham  had  no  superior  as 
a  workman  in  this  country.  He  built  the 
Friendship  Hill  mansion  and  erected  the  fine 
residences  of  the  late  Judge  Nathaniel  Ewing 
and  A.  W.  Wilson,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.  He 
died  May  19,  1879,  when  in  his  eighty-fourth 
year.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church,  a  modest  but  exem- 
plary man.  whose  loss  was  deeply  felt  in 
Fayette  county. 

Jacob  B.  Graham  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  chose  farming 
for  his  occupation.  He  married  Caroline,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sallie  Gaddis,  April 
3,  1856,  and  their  children  are:  Margaret  J., 
Enoch  Russell,  Addie  Emerson,  married 
Dr.  James  P.  McGill,  of  Chicago,  Decem- 
ber 29,  1886;  Hugh,  deceased;  Harry  G. ; 
Thos  E.,  and  William  B.  Caroline  Graham 
was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Gaddis,  who  was 
born  on  Redstone  creek  in  1776,  and  married 
Sarah  Coombs,  who  was  born  in  1803.  They 
had  ten  children.  Jacob  B.  Graham  owns 
six  hinidre'd  acres  of  good  farming  land  in 
Menallen  and  North  Union  townships  and 
devotes  his  time  largely  to  the  management 
of  his  farms.     Pie  is  a  staunch  Democrat  and 
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cast  his  first  ballot  for  Franklin  Pierce  for 
president.  He  has  been  road  supervisor  and 
school  director  a  number  of  times,  and  has 
been  a  ^lason  for  the  last  fifty  years.  He  is 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Alenalien  town- 
ship. He  lives  in  the  old  Graham  mansion, 
which  his  grandfather  built  in  1791,  one  of 
the  oldest  landmarks  in  Fayette  county. 

Thos.  Baird  Graham. — Of  tayette  coun- 
ty's citizens  who  have  seen  something  of  the 
West  by  travel  and  experience  and  endanger- 
ed their  lives  on  ^^'estern  fields  of  battle  one 
is  Thomas  Baird  Graham.  He  was  born 
July  5,  1833,  on  the  old  Graham  homestead 
in  Alenallen  township,  Fayette  county.  Pa., 
and  is  a  son  of  Hugh  and  Margaret 
(Black)  Graham.  His  father  was  an-  honor- 
ed citizen  whose  personal  history  is  given  in 
the  preceding  sketch.  Thos.  Baird  Graham 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  Fall 
Branch  academy  of  Tennessee,  and  Emory 
and  Henry  college  of  Virginia.  On  recom- 
mendation of  Governor  Johnson,  of  Tennes- 
see, he  was  appointed  to  a  first  class  clerk- 
ship under  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  com- 
missioner of  the  land  office,  and  was  a  firm 
friend  of  that  able  statesman.  After  two 
years'  service  he  went  to  Jonesboro,  Pa., 
where  he  read  law  with  Chancellor  Luckey 
and  graduated  June  22,  1859,  from  the  law 
school  of  Cumberland  university  at  Lebanon. 
He  was  practicing  law  at  Chillicothe,  in 
Livingston  county,  Missouri,  when  the  late 
Civil  war  began,  was  a  third  lieutenant  and 
drill  master  in  the  State  troops.  He  be- 
lieved in  State's  rights,  but  not  in  secession. 
He  served  in  the  State  guards,  fought  at 
Carthage,  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  battle  at 
Wilson's  Creek,  and  the  battles  at  Lexing- 
ton. He  was  then  appointed  judge  advocate 
of  the  Fourth  Division  of  the  Missouri  State 


Guards,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel, 
for  his  bravery  in  the  field.  The  rebels 
threatened  to  hang  him  for  making  a  speech 
against  uniting  the  State  Guard  with  the 
Confederacy.  He  would  not  enter  the  Con- 
federate army,  and  had  only  resisted  what  he 
considered  the  abuse  of  the  Federal  power  in 
his  adopted  State.  In  1862  lie  returned 
home,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Uniontown, 
afterwards  practiced  at  Pittsburg  until  1868, 
when  his  health  became  impaired  and  he  re- 
moved to  Menallen  township.  On  October 
6,  1887,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Elizabeth  (Wood)  Keys.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children : 
Keys  Graham,  born  August  8,  1888 :  Isa- 
bella, born  in  1892,  and  Thos.  Graham,  Jr., 
born  July  4,  1897.  Mrs.  Graham  is  a  Cali- 
fornia graduate  and  was  vice-principal  of  the 
public  schools  in  Monongahela  Citv.  Air. 
and  Mrs.  Graham  are  of  literary  taste  and 
are  members  of  Grace  Episcopal  church. 
Mr.  Graham,  over  the  nom  de  plume  of 
Tempe,  has  many  fugitive  pieces  of  prose 
and  poetry  in  various  magazines  and  news- 
papers, which  if  collected  would  make  a  re- 
spectable volume.  On  account  of  his  health 
he  resides  at  his  country  seat  in  Menallen, 
known  as  "Selma."  The  mansion  is  on  the 
old  Braddock  road,  near  the  Old  Pike. 
Jacob  Black  built  it  about  1800,  and  as  an 
old  tavern  stand  it  was  a  stopping  place  of 
many  eminent  men.  Thomas  B.  Graham  is 
a  true  gentleman,  a  cultured  scholar,  a  good 
w'riter  and  a  pleasing  conversationalist. 

AIrs.  Mary  Rittenhguse  was  born  De- 
cember 20,  1845.  She  is  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Elizabeth  (Gilliland)  Linderman,  and  her 
grandparents  came  to  this  country  from  Ire- 
land in  the  early  part  of  1760.  Mrs.  Ritten- 
house's  mother  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
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eightv-three  and  is  in  good  health,  but  her 
father  died  in  1861  at  the  age  of  forty-four 
years.  Mrs.  Rittenhouse  was  reared  as  one 
of  a  family  of  seven  children,  four  sons  and 
three  daughters :  only  three  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Her  brother,  James  Linderman, 
lives  in  what  is  known  as  the  "Flat  Woods 
District"  of  Fayette  county,  Pa.  Her  only 
living  sister  is  in  Ellendale,  Dickey  county, 
North  Dakota.  Mrs.  Rittenhouse  was  mar- 
ried to  James  Rittenhouse  October  25,  1893, 
and  he  died  May  19,  1897,  leaving  one  son 
by  his  first  wife  who  lives  near  Smocks  sta- 
tion, Fayette  county,  Pa.  Mrs.  Rittenhouse 
united  with  the  Baptist  church  some  thirty 
years  ago  and  she  still  holds  to  that  faith 
and  is  devoted  to  the  interest  of  the  church, 
having  been  a  teacher  in  the  ,Sunday-school 
for  a  number  of  years.  She  owns  a  house 
and  lot  in  Upper  Middletown  and  an  inter- 
est in  some  other  properties.  She  is  high- 
ly respected  and  well  thought  of  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  she  resides  and  is  kind  and 
generous  to  all  who  call  upon  her. 

Wii,Li.\M  G.  RoTRUCK,  of  Menallen  town- 
ship, was  born  July  23,  1825,  in  Fayette 
county,  Pa.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Rhoda 
(Griffin)  Rotruck.  His  grandparents  came 
from  Virginia  to  this  county  in  the  year  1810, 
and  were  of  German  and  French  origin.  Mr. 
Rotruck  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  five  of  whom  are  still  living 
each  at  a  ripe  old  age :  Phineas  L.,  Rebecca 
(Rotruck)  Cooper,  John  lives  in  Nebraska; 
Rhoda  in  West  Va. ;  Henry  in  Redstone 
township,  Pa.,  and  Elizabeth  in  Uniontown, 
Pa.  Mr.  Rotruck  was  married  in  1877  to 
Miss  Hannah  Hill,  daughter  of  Richard  Hill, 
of  Menallen  township.  She  died  February 
23,  1899.  Mr.  Rotruck  is  a  Democrat;  and 
in  religious  belief  a   Baptist.     While   still  a 


young  man  he  chose  farming  as  an  occupa- 
tion and  still-pursues  it,  in  addition  to  stock 
raising.  He  started  in  life  as  a  poor  boy,  but 
by  hard  work  and  economy  has  succeeded 
in  obtaining  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  acres 
and  recently  sold  his  coal  land  for  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre.  Mr. 
Rotruck  is  known  throughout  the  community 
in  which  he  resides  as  an  honest  and  con- 
scientious man,  and  one  of  his  chief  pleas- 
ures is  in  looking  back  upon  his  happy  child- 
hood days. 

J.  L.  HoGERTY,  merchant  and  farmer,  was 
born  May  8,  1858.  He  is  a  son  of  James 
and  Jane  (Arison)  Hogerty,  who  were  of 
Irish  origin.  His  paternal  grandfather  came 
from  Ireland  in  the  early  part  of  the  century 
and  settled  in  Fayette  county.  Pa.  Mr. 
Hogerty  was  reared  in  a  family  of  five  sons 
and  four  daughters,  seven  of  whom  are  still 
living:  Baily  C,  J.  L.,  William  F.,  Mary, 
Celina,  Thomas  B.  and  Elizabeth  Hogerty. 
John  and  Annie  are  the  two  deceased.  Mr. 
Hogerty  married  Miss  Jeanne  Walters, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Louisa  Walters,  of 
Fayette  county.  Pa.  She  is  of  German 
origin.  Their  marriage  has  been  blessed 
with  two  children,  Lizzie  and  John ;  the  for- 
mer was  born  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  January  17, 
1886;  the  latter  in  the  same  city,  June  20, 
1888.  Mr.  Hogerty  started  in  the  world 
without  any  means  and  worked  as  a  day 
laborer  for  several  years  for  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  Company.  By  hard  work 
and  energy  he  saved  a  few  dollars,  and  in 
1887  went  into  the  mercantile  business  where 
he  has  met  with  reasonable  success.  At 
present  he  owns  a  nice  farm  and  a  good  stock 
of  general  merchandise  at  Waltersl)urg  sta- 
tion, Fayette  county.  He  is  a  staunch  Re- 
publican and  a  Baptist  and  he  and  his  wife 
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take  an  active  interest  in  the  churcli  to  which 
they  belong.  Mr.  Hogert}^  is  serving  his 
second  term  as  postmaster  at  Waltersburg. 
He  is  verv  popular  and  enjoys  tlie  confidence 
of  the  entire  community  in  whicli  he  resides. 

J.  W.  Frasher,  of  Smock  station,  farmer 
and  mercliant,  was  born  Marcli  ii,  1852,  in 
Franklin  township.  He  is  a  son  of  James 
and  Eliza  (Wheatley)  Frasher,  and  his  grand- 
parents emigrated  to  this  country  about  one 
hundred  years  ago  and  settled  in  Franklin 
township.  They  were  of  German  parentage. 
Mr.  Frasher  is  one  of  seven  children :  Sarah 
E.,  Mary  Ann,  deceased ;  J.  W.,  L.  H.,  John 
B.,  Caroline  and  William  R.  Mr.  Frasher 
married  Miss  E.  Campbell,  of  Menallen  town- 
ship, February  5,  1879.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Emanuel  and  Mary  (Ball)  Campbell,  and 
they  have  had  one  child,  Edna  Pearl,  who 
was  born  January  6,  1886,  and  died  January 
7,  1892.  Mr.  Frasher  was  a  poor  boy  with 
very  little  education,  made  farming  his  occu- 
pation for  eighteen  years,  and  afterwards 
was  employed  as  manager  of  the  store  of 
J.  D.  Boyd  &  Co.,  at  Smock  station,  for  two 
years.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  brother-in-law  and  went  into  general  mer- 
chandising business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Porter  &  Frasher.  Mr.  Frasher  owns  an  in- 
terest in  two  farms  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  coal  which  is  valued  at 
fifteen  thousand  dollars.  He  is  an  active 
man  in  the  comnnmity,  has  served  as 
school  director,  road  commissioner  and 
is  at  present  postmaster  at  Smock  sta- 
tion. He  and  his  wife  are  Presbyterians 
and  take  an  active  part  in  Sunday-school  and 
church  work.  Mr.  Frasher  is  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  and  solid  men  of  his  vicinity 
and  has  accumulated  quite  a  handsome  little 
fortune.  His  store  has  one  of  the  largest 
stocks   of  goods   in   the   county.     He  has   a 


lovely  home  and  is  a  kind  and  devoted  hus- 
band. 

Samuel  Siiocic  was  born  in  Rostraver 
township,  Westmoreland  county.  Pa.,  June 
19,  1820.  Barnett  Smock,  of  Revolutionary 
fame,  was  his  grandfather,  who  with  his  wife, 
in  1793,  came  on  foot  from  New  Jersey  to 
Westmoreland  county.  Pa.  He  was  a  com- 
mon laborer.  Their  children  were :  Eliza- 
beth, Abraham,  Henry  and  Mary.  Henry 
Smock  (father)  was  a  son  of  Barnett  and 
Elizabeth  Smock,  and  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey in  1790,  being  three  years  old  when  his 
parents  came  to  ^^'estmoreland  county.  In 
1808  he  was  married  to  Miss  Shepler,  a 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Mary  (Baxter)  Shep- 
ler. They  had  eleven  children :  Ruhama, 
j\lary,  Philip,  Jane,  Lucinda,  Samuel,  Barney, 
Isabella,  Sarah,  Margaret  and  Caroline. 
Samuel  Smock  was  a  very  poor  boy.  In 
1839  he  went  to  learn  the  blacksmith  trade 
with  James  Beazel  of  Belle  \'ernon,  and  pos- 
sessed of  but  scant  clothing,  worked  bare- 
footed in  the  shop  until  he  could  earn  enough 
money  to  buy  a  pair  of  brogans.  In  three 
years  he  had  learned  his  trade,  owned  a  good 
suit  of  clothes  and  had  managed  to  save 
seventy-nine  dollars  and  forty-two  cents.  He 
now  went  to  work  in  earnest  to  help  his 
parents  to  secure  a  home  for  them  and  one 
for  himself.  In  1844  he  went  to  Perry  town- 
ship and  worked  two  years,  saving  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  He  next  worked  in  West- 
moreland county,  when  he  went  to  Ohio, 
and  after  a  short  stay,  moved  to  Belle  A^er- 
non,  where  he  worked  for  twenty-five  dol- 
lars per  month.  He  soon  bought  a  lot  and 
built  a  house  and  shop  and  for  twenty-one 
years  purstied  his  trade  at  this  place.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  had  accumulated  fourteen 
thousand    dollars.     Selling    his    property    he 
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bought  in  1868  the  farm  he  now  owns  and 
Hves  upon  at  Smock  station  which  place  was 
named  for  him.  His  farm  consists  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  excellent  land 
and  cost  him  twelve  thousand  dollars,  for 
which  farm  he  has  been  ofifered  twenty-eight 
thousand  dollars.  A  town  is  growing  upon 
his  farm  around  the  railroad  station  which 
is  situated  between  Uniontown  and  Browns- 
ville on  the  Monongahela  division  of  the  S. 
W.  P.  R.  W.  Mr.  Smock  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Fields,  of  Perry  township, 
in  1847.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Margaret 
Fields.  This  couple  have  seven  children : 
Celia,  Odessa,  Noah  and  Alva  living,  while 
William,  Elzanna  and  Roly,  are  deceased. 
Mrs.  Smock  died  in  1867,  and  March  15, 
1869,  Mr.  Smock  married  his  second  wife, 
Miss  Susan,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Eliza- 
beth Hess,  of  Redstone  township,  and  who 
was  born  April  i,  1832.  Mr.  Samuel  Smock 
is  a  self-made  man,  and  by  hard  work  and 
economy  he  is  enabled  to  spend  his  old  age 
in  ease  and  comfort,  while  he  can  look  back 
upon  a  well-spent  lite.     He  is  a  Democrat. 

Rr:v.  Josi.VH  ManselIv  was  born  in  Shrop- 
shire, England,  October  10,  1822.  He  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Susanna  (Waits)  Man- 
sell.  His  father  was  a  minister  and  under- 
taker. Rev.  Josiah  Mansell  came  to  this 
country  in  September,  1844,  and  settled  at 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  He  was  a  minister  in  the  old 
country,  and  preached  in  what  was  known 
as  the  Wellington  circuit.  He  joined  the  M. 
K.  conference  at  Pittsburg  soon  after  his 
arrival  in  this  country.  He  was  one  of  a 
family  of  nine  children,  five  sons  and  four 
daughters,  and  he  is  the  only'onc  living.  He 
was  married  May  8,  1849,  to  Miss  Melvina 
Beeson,  of  Upper  Middletown,  and  they 
have  three  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  is 


Rev.  R.  B.  Mansell,  born  February  15,  1850. 
He  is  a  minister  of  ability  of  the  M.  E. 
church  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.  The  second  son, 
Thomas  H.  Mansell,  was  born  March  26, 
1853,  in  West  Newton,  Westmoreland  coun- 
ty. Pa.  He  is  a  merchant  at  Upper  Middle- 
town,  of  high  standing.  Susanna  Mansell, 
the  daughter,  was  born  July  24,  1856,  and  is 
the  wife  of  L.  A.  Reed,  of  Elizabeth,  Pa. 
Rev.  Mansell's  first  wife  died  in  1875,  and 
he  afterwards  married  Miss  Hannah,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Carter)  Gaddis,  of 
Fayette  county.  She  was  one  of  a  family 
of  live  children,  and  is  of  English  origin, 
though  her  parents  came  from  Mrginia. 
Air.  Mansell  is  a  Republican,  a  true  and  up- 
right citizen,  who  is  loved  and  respected  by 
all.  He  has  been  in  the  ministry  for  the 
past  fifty-five  years,  and  served  in  four ' 
States,  but  is  now  on  the  retired  list,  at  his 
own  request. 

AsAHEL  C.  Brown,  farmer,  merchant  and 
stone  shipper,  was  born  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, March  9,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexan- 
der and  Ruth  (Coleman)  Brown,  of  Fayette 
county.  He  is  of  English  origin.  His  great- 
grandfather was  among  the  first  settlers  of 
the  county,  and  was  an  astronomer.  Mr. 
Brown  was  reared  as  one  of  a  family  of  nine 
children :  William  Kennedy,  Oliver  Cole- 
man, Louisiana,  George  E.,  Elizabeth  E., 
Theodore  V.,  Jennie,  Sarah  and  Asahel  C. 
Mr.  Brown  was  married  to  Miss  Louise  Wal- 
ters, of  Fayette  county,  June  25,  1873,  and 
she  died  sixteen  months  later.  In  1878  Mr. 
Brown  married  again,  wedding  Miss  Belle, 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Amanda  (Bently) 
Stephens,  of  Washington  township.  To 
Mr.  Brown's  second  marriage  were  born 
eight  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living: 
Erwin   Kennedy,   who   is   married    to    Miss 
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Annie  B.  Lowe,  and  to  whom  has  been  born 
two  children,  Harry  F.  and  Olive  Marie ; 
Clara  Almeda  Brown,  Stella  Missouri,  Lillie 
Amanda,  Walter  Stephens  (deceased),  Asa- 
hel  Coleman,  Oliver  Carl  and  Belle  Frances. 
Asahel  C.  Brown  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  went  to  Pitts- 
burg and  was  a  glass  blower  for  five  years, 
but  afterwards  returned  to  Waltersburg  and 
took  up  farm  life  again.  In  1893  he  went  to 
merchandising  at  that  place,  where  he  has 
continued  up  to  the  present  time,  in  addition 
to  which  he  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stone 
shipping.  He  is  a  staunch  Democrat,  and 
was  postmaster  under  ]\Ir.  Cleveland  for  four 
years.  Mr.  Brown,  by  hard  work,  thrift 
and  economy,  has  accumulated  considerable 
property,  consisting  of  farm  and  coal  land, 
stone  quarries,  houses  and  lots  in  Walters- 
burg, a  store-house  and  a  nice  stock  of  gen- 
eral merchandise.  Mr.  Brown  is  an  influ- 
ential man  in  the  community,  a  devoted  hus- 
band and  father.  He  and  his  family  are 
Methodists. 

Richard  H.  Brown,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  He  was 
born  November  26,  1852,  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, Pennsylvania,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
and  Louisa  (Hill)  Brown,  of  Fayette  county. 
His  great-great-grandfather,  George,  lived 
in  West  Nantmeal  township,  Chester  coun- 
ty, Pa.  He  died  April  10,  1756.  His  wife's 
name  was  Mary.  They  had  four  children : 
Jane,  Mary,  Alexander  and  William.  His 
great-grandfather,  William,  was  born  Sep- 
tember II,  1745,  and  died  March  i,  1835. 
He  married  in  1769  and  had  seven  children: 
Sarah,  George,  Mary,  Jane,  Alexander, 
Alice  and  John.  He  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army  as  a  lieutenant  on  the  frontier 
of  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  between  1779 


and  1782.  He  was  a  very  early  settler,  and 
probably  the  first  in  Menallen  township, 
Fayette  county.  Pa.  The  tract  on  which  he 
settled  is  now  a  farm  owned  (but  not  occu- 
pied in  person)  by  his  great-grandson,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  took  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  Whisky  Insurrection  of  1794, 
being  loyal  to  the  government.  He  was  a 
personal  friend  of  General  Washington  and 
had  a  local  reputation  as  an  astronomer,  pub- 
lishing an  almanac.  His  grandfather,  Alex- 
ander Brown,  was  born  July  15,  1780,  and 
died  in  1858.  He  married  Elizabeth  Gibson, 
and  they  reared  nine  children :  George, 
Sarah,  William,  Margaret,  Alexander,  Mary, 
John,  Samuel  and  Elizabeth.  Samuel  mar- 
ried Miss  Louisa  Hill,  February  18,  1847, 
and  that  union  was  blessed  with  but  one 
child,  Richard  H.  Brown.  ]\Ir.  Brown's 
father  was  born  August  14,  181 3,  and  died 
]\Iay  31,  1883.  His  occupation  was  that  of- 
a  farmer  and  blacksmith.  Mr.  Brown's 
mother  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children  : 
Benjamin,  Sally,  Louisa,  Hannah,  Sarah, 
Mary,  Richard,  Elijah  and  David.  Mr. 
Brown  was  married  December  30,  1875,  to 
Miss  Louisiana,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Esther  (Fisher)  Hagerty,  of  Fayette  county, 
and  they  have  five  children,  all  living:  Sam- 
uel Robert,  Georgia  May,  Jessie  Maria, 
Wilda  Alleene  and  Esther  Louisa.  Samuel 
graduated  at  Princeton  college  in  1900  "cum 
laude,''  his  intention  is  to  enter  the  Pres- 
byterian ministry.  Georgia  is  the  wife  of 
John  Fleming,  and  they  have  one  son,  Sam- 
uel Robert.  Like  his  ancestors,  Richard  H. 
Brown  chose  farming  as  his  occupation.  He 
is  a  large  land  owner,  having  about  five  hun- 
dred acres  in  Franklin  and  Menallen  town- 
ships, and  also  has  an  interest  in  coal  lands 
in  Washington  and  Greene  counties.  Mr. 
Brown   has   a  fine   dwelling,  built   of   stone, 
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also  a  handsome  barn,  and  has  an  abundant 
supply  of  natural  gas,  with  which  he  lights 
his  dwelling  and  stables.  He  is  an  influential 
man  in  his  community,  a  gentleman,  and  a 
Prohibitionist. 

WiLLiAJi  Walters  is  a  farmer  and  justice 
of  the  peace  of  Franklin  township.  He  was 
born  March  29,  1853,  in  Fayette  county,  and 
is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Louisa  (Overmire) 
Walters,  who  were  of  German  origin,  the 
former  born  in  Germany  in  1815,  died  in 
1890,  and  the  latter  born  in  1818,  and  still 
living  with  her  son,  William,  at  Waltersburg, 
being  in  her  eighty-first  year.  j\lr.  Walters 
married  Miss  Mary  Whitsel  in  1876,  and  she 
died  in  1878,  aged  twenty-four  years,  leaving 
one  son,  who  was  quartermaster  sergeant 
in  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  at 
Manila,  when  he  was  but  twenty-two  years 
of  age.  February  27,  1881,  j\Ir.  Walters 
married  the  second  time,  to  Miss  Vankirk, 
of  Fayette  county,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren :  Annie  L,.,  William  H.,  Alonzo  V.  and 
Dora  E.  Mr.  Walters  is  one  of  a  family  of 
nine  children,  four  sons  and  five  daughters, 
all  living,  except  one :  Caroline,  Margaret, 
Eliza,  Joanna,  George  W.,  Henry,  Han-  , 
son  and  William.  Mr.  Walters  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  an  influential  citizen.  He  has  been 
assessor  of  the  township.  He  is  a  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian.  He  owns  a  fine  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  underlaid 
with  good  coal  and  has  just  completed  a  fine 
house. 

John  W.  Ruttkr,  laborer,  of  Menallen 
townshi]).  was  born  March  29,  1855,  and  is 
a  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Kelly)  Rut- 
ter.  His  great-grandfather  came  from  Eng- 
land   to    this    country   in    1750,    and   bought 


what  is  now  known  as  the  Rutter  farm  from 
the  Indians,  giving  some  money  and  an  old 
horse  for  eighteen  hundred  acres.  His 
father  was  reared  as  one  of  a  family  of  ten 
children,  none  of  whom  are  living,  except 
Eliza  Nicholson,  of  Connellsville,  who  is 
eighty-three  years  old.  Mr.  Rutter  is  the 
second  of  a  family  of  nine  children :  James, 
died  in  1854;  John  W.,  William,  Emma, 
Phoebe,  Morton,  George,  Eli  and  Alice,  of 
whom  three  are  dead.  Mr.  John  W.  Rutter 
married  Miss  Alartha  Harshman,  of  Fayette 
county,  in  1878,  and  they  have  no  children. 
Mr.  Rutter's  mother  was  born  October  11, 
1823,  and  lives  with  her  son,  John  W.,  on 
the  old  homestead.  She  had  three  brothers, 
but  they  are  dead.  Mr.  Rutter  is  of  English 
origin,  a  hard  working,  industrious  man,  and 
standing  well  in  the  community.  He  is  a 
Democrat. 

L.  B.  Bowie,  of  !^Ienallen  township,  a  far- 
mer and  stock  grower,  is  a  son  of  Dr.  John 
and  Ann  (Calvert)  Bowie,  of  Montgomery 
county,  Md.,  and  was  born  February  14, 
1817.  He  is  of  Scotch  origin,  his  paternal 
grandparents  being  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Maryland,  coming  to  this  country 
about  two  hundred  years  ago.  George  B. 
Calvert,  the  maternal  grandfather,  built  the 
first  hotel  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Mr.  L.  B. 
Bowie  married  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Hugh  and  Margaret  (Black)  Graham,  of 
Menallen  township,  in  1845.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bowie's  children  are :  Dr.  A.  P.  Bowie, 
of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  born  March  31,  1847; 
Albert,  died  in  childhood ;  William,  Marga- 
ret Ann  (dead) ;  Emma  ;  Louise,  married  AL 
A.  Roddy,  in  October,  1892,  resides  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  has  two  children,  Carl  and 
Louise;  Dr.  Lucien  B.,  now  practicing  den- 
tistry   in    Philadelphhia ;    Thomas   Graham, 
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farmer,  in  Menalleu  township ;  Jennie  Gra- 
ham, lives  in  Menallen  townsiiip ;  and  Hugh 
Graliam,  also  lives  in  Menallen.  Mrs.  Bowie 
died  August  19,  1884.  Mr.  Bowie  is  a 
staunch  Republican,  and  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Episcopal  church.  He  was  educated 
in  the  conmion  schools  and  Cliambersburg 
academy.  He  worked  for  two  vears  in  a  tan- 
yard  at  Chamljersburg,  Pa.,  and  from  there 
went  to  Hampshire  county,  Ya.,  where  he 
learned  the  printing  and  newspaper  lousiness 
with  William  Harper.  He  then  went  to 
Cincinnati  and  worl<ed  on  a  newspaper  for  a 
year,  going  from  tliere  to  Uniontown,  where 
he  went  into  the  drug  business,  in  which  he 
remained  for  over  fifty  years,  retiring  a  short 
time  ago  on  account  of  his  advanced  age. 
Mr.  Bowie  was  reared  as  one  of  a  family  of 
six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
all  of  whom  are  dead,  except  he  and  his 
l^rother,  George  \\'ashington  Bowie,  who  is 
a  prominent  lawyer,  near  Los  Angeles,  Cal.. 
and  was  colonel  of  the  Fifth  California  Vol- 
unteers during  the  Civil  war.  JNIr.  Bowie 
has  spent  a  long  and  useful  life  as  a  busi- 
ness man,  and  is  a  good  citizen.  His  life 
is  worthy  of  imitation,  and  he  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  his  friends,  neighbors  and  children, 
when  he  is  called  from  this  world  to  the  bet- 
ter one. 

Gkorge  Boyle,  county  commissioner  and 
a  farmer  and'  stock  grower,  of  Menallen 
township,  was  born  May  12,  1863.  He  is  a 
son  of  the  late  Charles  and  Alary  (Hendrick- 
son)  Boyle,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.  His  grand- 
parents were  X'irginians,  and  were  of 
Scotch-Irish  origin.  The  late  Charles  E. 
Boyle  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men 
of  Fayette  county,  Pa.  He  started  out  in  life 
as  a  poor  boy.  He  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1861.  He  soon  became 
66 


a  leader  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Fayette 
county,  and  held  several  offices  in  the  coun- 
ty while  quite  a  young  man.  He  was  a  fine 
lawyer  and  a  good  party  leader.  He  was 
president  of  the  Democratic  convention 
(State)  in  1880,  and  in  1882  he  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  auditor  general.  He 
was  appointed  chief  justice  of  Washington 
Territory  in  1888,  under  President  Cleveland, 
and  died  December  15,  1888.  George  Boyle 
is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children:  John, 
an  attorney ;  Edgar,  mayor  of  Uniontown ; 
George,  Lucy,  Charles  E.,  Francis  and  Flor- 
ence. Mr.  Boyle  married  a  Miss  Richards, 
in  1883.  She  was  born  in  South  Wales,  May 
12,  1866.  She  received  her  education  in  that 
country,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with 
her  mother  in  1880.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyle 
have  had  five  children:  Mary,  born  April 
9,  1884:  Lucy,  born  May  12,  1885;  Helen, 
born  I\Iay  20,  1886  (died  in  infancy) ;  Cathe- 
rine, born  March  zy,  1889,  and  Charles,  born 
April  12,  1891  (died  in  infancy).  Mr.  Boyle 
is  a  staunch  Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  church.  He  has  been  school 
director  and  road  supervisor,  and  at  present 
he  is  one  of  the  county  commissioners.  Mr. 
Boyle  is  a  good  citizen,  and  honest  in  all  his 
dealings.  He  owns  a  fine  farm,  on  which 
he  resides.  His  farm  is  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  and  well  improved.  He  also 
owns  an  interest  in  a  two  hundred  acre  farm 
in   Luzerne  township. 

J.  S.  Laxgley,  merchant,  of  Haddenville, 
Pa.,  was  born  November  4,  1867.  He  is  a 
son  of  Hiram  and  Rachel  (Moore)  Langley, 
of  Redstone  township.  His  grandparents 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  this  county. 
Air.  Langley  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  two  of  whom  are  dead.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Annie  Norris,  of  Menallen 
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township,  March  i6,  1893.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Carolina  (Harrison)  Nor- 
ris,  who  were  of  EngHsli  origin.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Langley  have  two  cliiklren :  Earl,  born 
June  8,  1894,  and  Caroline,  born  July  27, 
1896.  Mr.  Langley  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools,  and  followed  farming 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
He  then  ran  a  hack  line  between  Dearth  and 
Uniontown,  Pa.,  and  is  the  only  man  who 
has  ever  made  a  success  of  tiiis  line.  He 
went  into  the  general  merchandise  business 
at  Scarights  in  1893,  continuing  there  for  a 
short  time,  and  then  bought  the  propert}-  he 
now  owns  at  Haddenville.  He  has  met 
with  great  success,  has  built  up  a  good  trade, 
and  carries  a  large  stock  of  general  merchan- 
dise. Mr.  Langley  was  the  only  man  in  his 
community  who  would  risk  his  time  and 
money  in  establishing  the  Tri-State  tele- 
phone at  Haddenville,  and  he  was  ridiculed 
by  some  of  his  neighbors  for  doing  so,  but 
he  was  successful  and  his  line  is  now  well 
patronized.  Mr.  Langley  is  a  Republican, 
and  at  present  is  serving  as  postmaster  of 
Haddenville. 

CvTHERiN'K  C.  Jackson,  of  Menallen  town- 
ship, widow  of  the  late  Robert  Jackson,  is 
the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Hettie  (Depew) 
Murdoch,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  is  of  Irish 
and  French  ancestry.  Her  grandfather  was 
killed  in  the  Irish  rebellion.  ?\Irs.  Jackson's 
mother  was  of  French  descent,  being  the 
daughter  of  Abraham  Depew,  who  was  the 
lirothcr  of  Isaac  Depew,  who  is  the  father  of 
tlie  Hon.  Chaunccy  M.  Depew,  United  States 
Senator  from  Xcw  York.  Mrs.  Jackson  was 
one  (.)f  a  family  of  the  lolUnving  chililrcn: 
Eliza  A.,  born  in  T827,  died  in  1848;  Char- 
lotte, born  in  1832,  now  living  in  Denver, 
Colo. ;    Catherine   C,  who    married    Robert 


Jackson,  of  Menallen  township,  November 
7,  1867  (he  was  born  October  11,  1831,  and 
died  in  1897);  Isabella,  married  Wilson  Mor- 
row, and  now  lives  in  Ohio;  Isaac,  was  born 
in  1840,  died  in  1879;  ^"d  Susan,  who  mar- 
ried John  Sloan,  of  Pennsylvania.  Robert 
Jackson  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  followed 
that  occupation  until  his  death.  He  was  a 
hard-working  man  and  was  born  on  the  farm 
on  which  he  died.  He  was  a  good  neighbor 
and  a  devoted  husband.  Robert  Jackson  was 
a  son  of  Zadock  and  Lydia  (Woodward) 
Jackson,  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Ewing  Sea- 
right,  is  the  only  surviving  member  of  the 
family.  Mrs.  Jackson  received  all  her  hus- 
band's property  after  his  death,  as  they  had 
no  children.  The  farm  is  known  as  the  old 
Fairfield  place,  and  has  recently  been  sold 
for  about  two  hundred  and  forty-five  dol- 
lars per  acre.  j\Irs.  Jackson,  in  1900,  re- 
moved to  her  handsome  residence  on  Ben 
Lomond  street,  LTniontown.  Fortunately 
she  will  have  quite  a  handsome  little  fortune 
to  keep  her  as  long  as  she  lives.  Mrs.  Jack- 
son is  a  noble  woman,  honest  and  kind- 
hearted,  and  is  loved  by  all  who  know  her. 
Two  of  her  nieces  live  with  her. 

Captain  Joseph  C.  Stacey,  of  New  Sa- 
lem, Menallen  township,  is  a  retired  teacher, 
and  was  born  June  26,  1828.  He  is  a  son  of 
George  W.  and  Julia  (McCauley)  Stacey, 
wlio  was  born  in  Philadelphia  in  1790,  and 
died  in  Springhill  township  in  1862.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  1812-1815.  He  married 
Miss  Julia  McCauley,  who  was  born  in  Scot- 
land, in  1800.  She  died  in  1894,  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  ninety-four  years.  Mr.  Stacey's 
grandfather,  William  Stacey,  came  to  Amer- 
ica from  Ireland  long  before  the  Revolution. 
He  served  as  a  staff  officer  under  George 
Washington,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
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of  Monmouth.  He  continued  to  serve 
throughout  the  war  and  was  a  gallant  and 
brave  soldier.  Mr.  Stacey  was  reared  as  one 
of  a  family  of  nine  children:  William,  Milton, 
Diana,  Joseph  C,  Hannah,  Samuel,  George, 
Julia  and  Benjamin,  all  of  whom  are  living 
but  Benjamin  and  George.  Captain  Stacey 
married  Miss  Mary  Ann,  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Sarah  (Buchanan)  Jeffries,  of  Ger- 
man township.  To  their  union  were  born 
the  following  children :  Sarah,  the  eld- 
est, was  born  August  20,  1850:  Julia,  born 
October  21,  1852;  Hattie,  born  May  4,  1856; 
Effie  M.,  born  February  15,  1862;  George 
William,  born  ]May  21,  1864:  and  Joseph 
Jefifries,  born  March  21,  1876,  and  Stella, 
Zeneplion  and  Clelia,  who  are  deceased. 
jNIr.  Stacey  is  of  a  family  noted  for  its  long- 
evity. A  short  time  before  his  mother's 
death  she  held  a  family  reunion  and  there 
were  present  three  hundred  and  fifty  persons, 
including  cliildren,  grandchildren,  great- 
grandchildren, and  great-great-grandchil- 
dren. Mrs.  Stacey  is  of  a  remarkable  peo- 
ple for  longevity  and  extraordinary  large 
families.  She  was  reared  as  one  of  a  family 
of  seventeen  children :  Mary  A.,  Elias,  Eliza- 
beth, Rebecca,  Christopher,  Robinson,  Wil- 
liam, Sarah,  Taylor,  Joseph,  Harriet,  Ellen, 
Martha,  I.  N.  C,  Milton,  George  B.  and 
John  Jefifries.  They  all  lived  to  be  men  and 
women,  and  of  this  wonderfully  large  family 
there  are  at  present  twelve  living.  Captain 
Stacey  was  educated  at  the  celebrated  Prince- 
ton college,  of  New  Jersey.  After  graduat- 
ing he  chose  teaching  for  his  profession  and 
has  the  honor  of  training  the  minds  of  some 
of  the  most  prominent  men  and  women  in 
the  country.  He  has  taught  school  in  several 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  also  in  Mex- 
ico. He  is  a  Democrat,  and  a  strong  believ- 
er   in    the    Jeffersonian   doctrine.     He  is   a 


staunch  Cumberland  Presbyterian.  He  has 
held  most  of  the  township  offices  and  was 
steward  of  the  poor  for  six  years.  He  vol- 
unteered in  the  Union  army  soon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  great  Civil  war,  and 
afterwards  was  appointed  captain  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry. He  served  in  the  war  and  was  a  gal- 
lant soldier.  He  is  a  man  of  remarkable 
memory  and  one  of  the  most  respected  men 
in  Menallen  township.  A  good  citizen  and 
a  devoted  husband  and  has  lived  an  honest 
and  upright  life.  He  is  a  scholar  and  a  thor- 
ough gentleman. 

Elias  Hatfield,  of  New  Salem,  is  a 
worthy  descendant  through  a  long  line  of 
honorable  ancestors  from  sturdy,  intelligent 
and  honest  Matthias  Hatfield,  who  came 
from  Scotland  to  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  in 
1665,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the  numerous 
Hatfield  families  scattered  throughout  this 
vast  country.  Matthias  Hatfield  died  in  De- 
cember, 1687,  and  left  three  sons,  Isaac, 
Cornelius  and  Abraham,  who  was  born  in 
1670,  and  died  in  July,  1706,  and  had  four 
sons,  Abraham,  Jr.,  Matthias,  Jacob  and 
Joseph.  Abraham  Hatfield,  Jr.,  was  born  in 
1695,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  both 
died  in  the  year  1745,  leaving  eleven  children  : 
Abraham,  John,  Sarah,  Samuel,  Elias,  Jo- 
seph, Jacob,  Phebe  Hendricks,  David,  Mat- 
thias and  William,  vAio  was  born  December 
28,  1736,  and  was  twice  married,  first  on 
May  29,  1757,  to  Annie  Wright,  of  Wood- 
bridgetown,  N.  J.,  who  died  April  i,  1762, 
and  second,  in  1764,  to  Sarah  Kimball,  who 
was  born  April  11,  1743,  and  died  September 
18,  1799.  The  children  by  the  first  marriage 
were:  Abraham,  born  October  20,  1757,  died 
young;  William,  born  January  6,  1759,  with 
his   wife.    Charity,    moved    near    the    site   of 
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Washington,  Pa.;  Elias  (grandfather),  and 
Samuel,  born  July  20,  1761,  and  settled  near 
his  brother,  William.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage the  children  were :  David,  born  March 
2,  1765,  who  eventually  settled  in  Western 
A^irginia,  where  he  married  and  whose  sons 
were  probably  the  founders  of  the  numerous 
Hatfield  families  of  Kentucky  and  West  Vir- 
ginia, so  noted  throughout  the  Union  as  act- 
ors in  the  Hatfield-McCoy  feud ;  Sarah  Ann, 
born  October  27,  1767,  married  Robert  Mac- 
key,  and  removed  to  the  Miami  section  of 
Ohio;  Abraham,  born  March  25.  1769,  and 
died  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1840; 
Jacob,  born  July  27,  1775,  married  in  Fayette 
county,  and  settled  in  the  Miami  valley, 
Ohio;  Phebe,  born  November  10,  1779,  mar- 
ried Joseph  Tunis,  on  June  19,  1799,  and  re- 
sided in  New  York  city,  rearing  a  family  of 
nine  children;  and  Jesse  Kimball,  born  De- 
cember i,  1781,  married  November  17,  1803, 
and  was  a  merchant  in  New  York  city,  where 
he  died  on  Norfolk  street,  July  18,  1861,  leav- 
ing three  children. 

Of  these  eleven  children,  Elias  Hatfield 
(grandfather)  was  born  March  11,  1760,  and 
died  May  19,  1839,  aged  seventy-nine  years, 
two  months  and  seven  days.  He  served 
throughout  the  Revolutionary  war,  then 
came  to  Georges  township  and  married  Ann 
Lindsay,  who  was  born  February  i,  1767, 
and  sank  into  the  dreamless  sleep  of  death 
September  21,  1852,  aged  eighty-five  years, 
seven  months  and  twenty  days,  her  remains 
resting  beside  his  in  the  old  Tent  cemetery, 
in  Georges  township.  Their  children  were : 
Ann,  born  February  i,  1790,  married  John 
Core,  and  died  August  29,  1866;  Christian, 
born  April  15,  1792,  and  died  young;  Eliza- 
beth, born  April  15.  1794,  wedded  John 
Wheaton,  and  died  in  Highland  county, 
Ohio,    March    2,    1879;     Sarah    Ann,    born 


March  23,  1796,  and  died  unmarried  in  Mc- 
Donough  county.  111.,  March  18,  1880;  Sam- 
uel, born  December  6,  1797,  and  died  August 
5,  1877,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  eight 
months  and  nineteen  days;  Fanny,  born  Oc- 
tober 16,  1799,  married  William  Barnett, 
and  died  in  Connellsville,  August  10,  1889; 
James,  born  October  26,  1801,  married  a 
Miss  i\Iitchell,  and  died  in  Licking  county, 
Ohio,  June  17,  1890;  Timothy,  born  Sep- 
tember 26,  1803,  married  Mary  Trader,  and 
died  in  Fayette  county,  December  13,  1848, 
of  typhoid  fever,  of  which  his  son,  Elias,  died 
the  same  day;  Elias,  born  March  9,  1806, 
married  Rosanna  Vance,  and  died  in  High- 
land county,  Ohio,  April  i,  1875;  Margaret, 
born  May  9,  1808,  died  young,  and  no  record 
of  her  death  is  to  be  found ;  Mahala,  born 
May  9,  181 1,  married  Tegel  Trader,  who 
amassed  considerable  property,  and  her 
death  occurred  in  Uniontown,  August  2~, 
1896.  These  children  nearly  all  lived  to  an 
advanced  age,  some  of  them  verging  weH  to 
the  ninetieth  milestone. 

Samuel  Hatfield  (father)  was  reared  in 
Georges  township,  and  owned  a  farm  just 
beyond  the  limits  of  Uniontown  until  1869, 
when  he  removed  to  McDonough  county, 
111.,  where  he  spent  the  remaining  eight  years 
of  his  life,  and  his  remains  sleep  in  a  beauti- 
ful cemetery  of  a  Baptist  church,  whose  edi- 
fice he  had  helped  to  build  the  preceding 
year.  He  was  a  member  and  deacon  for 
many  years  of  Great  Bethel  church.  Union- 
town,  and  he  so  generously  entertained  the 
ministers  that  his  home  was  known  as  the 
"Baptist  Hotel."  He  married  Rebecca 
Vance,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Ann 
Vance,  of  Georges  township,  who  was  born 
in  1798,  and  passed  away  December  21,  i8^z. 
She  was  an  estimable  woman  and  a  consist- 
ent   member    of   the    Baptist    church.      Mrs. 
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Hatfield  was  one  of  twenty  children  born  to 
William  and  Ann  \'ance,  who  removed,  in 
1837,  to  Highland  county,  Ohio,  where  the 
mother  lived  up  to  near  the  century  mark, 
and  of  her  twenty  children,  sixteen  grew  to 
maturity.  All  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
church,  and  one,  Davis,  became  a  prominent 
minister.  The  children  of  Samuel  and  Re- 
becca (Vance)  Hatfield  were :  Sarah  Jane, 
born  Jtily  21,  1821,  wedded  William  F.  Ross, 
and  removed  to  Allamakee  county,  Iowa, 
where  she  died  March  25,  1886;  Lydia  Ann, 
born  Xovember  7,  1822,  wedded  Andrew  B. 
Brvson,  and  resided  in  Uniontown,  dying 
there  October  25,  1885  ;  Rachel,  born  April 
II,  1824,  wedded  Andrew  JMitchell,  and  set- 
tled in  Allamakee  county,  Iowa,  where  she 
died  March  25,  1861  ;  Lucinda,  born  Febru- 
ary 7,  1826,  intermarried  with  Orton  Frisbie, 
and  passed  away  October  26,  1852,  being  the 
first  of  the  family  to  pass  from  time  to  eter- 
nity;  William  Vance,  born  December  31, 
1827,  married  Mary  McClelland,  and  removed 
to  Allamakee  county,  Iowa,  dying  there  on 
September  2j,  1856;  Elias  (subject),  born 
February  i,  1831  ;  Freeman  Lindsay,  born 
February  3,  1833.  wedded  Hannah  Grey,  and 
died  November  28,  1865,  at  Beardstown,  111., 
when  within  twelve  miles  of  his  selected 
Western  home,  to  which  he  was  removing. 
His  remains  sleep  beside  his  mother's  and 
sister's  in  the  old  Morgantown  street  Baptist 
cemetery,  of  Uniontown ;  Samuel,  born  No- 
vember 5,  1834,  married  Susan  Diffenderfer, 
and  they  now  reside  in  Uniontown  ;  Minton, 
born  October  24,  1836,  wedded  Catherine 
Schnatterly,  and  resides  in  !McDonough 
county.  111.,  where  his  wife  died  May  9, 
1898,  aged  fifty-nine  years:  Rebecca,  born 
January  3,  1840,  married  George  W.  Hook, 
and  removed  to  Illinois,  where  she  died  at 
Grand  Ridge,  La  Salle  countv,  on  December 


27,  1897;  and  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  Decem- 
ber 20,  1843,  wedded  Robert  JefTries,  and  af- 
ter removing  to  Illinois  settled  at  their  pres- 
ent location  near  Tilges,  Stanton  county. 
Neb.  A  remarkable  fact  in  the  family  gene- 
alogy is  that  for  four  generations  Abraham, 
William,  Elias  and  Samuel  each  had  eleven 
children. 

Elias  Hatfield,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  February  i,  1831,  in  South  Union 
township,  where  he  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  attended  school  in  the  old  Hatfield 
school-house.  He  then  attended  one  term  at 
the  old  Madison  college  in  1844,  and  in  1847, 
at  sixteen  eyars  of  age,  taught  the  old  Ken- 
tuck  school,  two  miles  from  the  site  of  Ohio- 
pyle,  for  sixteen  dollars  per  month,  and  pay- 
ing one  dollar  per  week  for  board.  He  then 
taught  for  three  winters  in  what  is  now 
North  and  South  Union  townships,  the  last 
being  at  the  Hatfield  or  home  school-house, 
and  quit  teaching,  although  receiving  twen- 
ty-one dollars  per  month,  the  highest  wages 
then  paid  in  the  county,  and  being  a  success- 
ful teacher,  popular  alike  with  patrons  and 
pupils.  On  March  15,  1851,  he  walked  to 
Brownsville,  and  after  a  weary  trip  of  four 
weeks  by  boat,  he  landed  in  Allamakee  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  where  he  took  up  a  tract  of  land. 
Two  years  later,  on  April  15,  1853,  Mr.  Hat- 
field married  Mary  A.  Beeman,  who  was 
born  in  Vermont,  November  20,  1836,  and 
died  August  i,  1868.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren: Orton  M.,  born  July  15,  1854,  now  a 
resident  of  Iowa :  Emma  Jane,  born  April 
4,  1857,  now  residing  in  McDonough  county, 
111.,  married  William  J.  Holstine,  and  has. 
four  children,  Mary,  Elias  H.,  Wilhe  and 
James  Grover :  Elsie  Rebecca,  born  June 
27,  i860,  died  March  18,  1862.  aged  one 
year,  eighth  months  and  twenty-one  days ; 
and  Henry  Cullen,  born  March  19,  1863.  died 
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February  19,  1864,  aged  eleven  months. 
Shortly  after  his  wife's  death,  Mr.  Hatfield 
rented  his  farm  and  returned  to  Fayette 
county,  where  he  sought  for  a  business  lo- 
cation, which  he  finally  selected  at  Farm- 
ington,  on  the  National  Road,  twelve  miles 
east  of  Uniontown.  He  there  purchased  a 
half  interest,  on  March  i,  1869,  of  the  store 
of  the  late  Squire  James  M.  Dixon.  On 
July  25th  of  that  year,  Mr.  Hatfield  married 
Mary,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Squire  Dixon, 
and  the  next  spring  the  mercantile  firm  was 
dissolved,  the  Squire  moving  on  to  his 
Braddock  Grove  farm,  and  Mr.  Hatfield  and 
his  wife  removing  to  Fandon,  111.  There  Mr. 
Hatfield  secured  a  postoffice  and  had  a  store 
for  six  years  which  he  then  exchanged  with 
his  brother,  Minton,  for  his  present  valuable 
farm  at  that  place.  Returning  again  to  Fay- 
ette county  he  resided  with  Squire  Dixon 
until  the  death  of  the  latter,  on  December 
31,  1876,  and  then  was  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Searights,  from  January 
24,  1877,  till  April  I,  1883,  when  he  purchased 
valuable  property  at  New  Salem  and  opened 
a  large  store,  whose  stock  he  transferred  on 
November  i,  1898,  to  E.  B.  Brown  and  E. 
H.  Holstine  (grandson),  on  account  of  fail- 
ing health.  By  honesty,  industry  and  busi- 
ness ability  he  has  acquired  a  competency,  a 
rich  three  hundred  acre  Illinois  farm  and 
houses  and  lots  at  New  Salem  and  in  Union- 
town. 

On  July  25,  1869,  Elias  Hatfield  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  E.  Dixon,  eldest 
daughter  of  Squire  James  M.  Dixon,  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  southern  Fay- 
ette county.  They  lived  happily  for  twenty- 
eight  years,  when  the  grim  reaper  sum- 
moned the  wife  and  left  the  husband  discon- 
solate with  declining  years  and  in  failing 
health  to  mourn  his  great  loss  and  feel,  al- 


though among  kindest  of  friends,  the  need 
of  that  sympathy  and  comfort  that  only  a 
true  and  afifectionate  wife  can  give  in  hours 
of  pain  or  sorrow.  Mrs.  Hatfield  was  born 
January  20,  1836,  and  passed  from  time  to 
eternity  on  July  21,  1897,  leaving  one  child, 
Clara  Addie,  born  at  Searights,  September 
20,   1878. 

Elias  Hatfield  has  ranked  for  years  as  a 
safe,  honest  and  prosperous  business  man  of 
the  county,  whose  character  is  above  sus- 
picion, and  whose  life  record  is  without  blot 
or  stain,  and  this  tribute  is  paid  to  him  as  a 
matter  of  justice  by  one  who  has  known 
him  long  and  well  and  would  desire  the  his- 
tory of  the  future  to  record  the  truth  of  the 
past  and  the  present.  Mr.  Hatfield  has 
been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Great 
Bethel  and  other  Baptist  churches  since 
March,  1846,  and  has  been  a  member  and 
past  grand  of  Fort  Necessity  Lodge,  No. 
254,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Uniontown,  for  over 
twenty  years.  He  is  the  present  postmaster 
at  New  Salem,  but  wishes  to  be  relieved  of 
the  oiSce,  and  has  served  twenty-four  years, 
as  postmaster  of  different  offices.  He  is  a 
staunch  follower  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson, 
and  a  sixteen  to  one  currency  Democrat  of 
the  William  J.  Bryan  type,  who  also  believes 
with  Gallatin  that  governmental  dignity  and 
security  rest  best  on  self-developed  home 
resources  and  not  on  armies  and  foreign 
products  won  by  loss  of  life  and  treasure. 
In  1887  Elias  Hatfield  was  elected  county 
commissioner  by  the  Democrats.  He  was 
the  minority  member,  yet  showed  such  ex- 
ecutive ability,  untiring  energy  and  impar- 
tial treatment  of  all  matters,  that  the  ma- 
jority opposition  members  of  the  board 
elected  him  president  before  the  close  of  the 
term,  in  1891.  He  was  never  absent  from 
his  post,  knew  no  man  politically  in  business 
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affairs,  and  as  a  public  official  won  the  com- 
mendation of  all  parties.  His  term  of  office 
was  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  history 
of  the  count}',  for  during  it  the  present  sub- 
stantial jail  and  splendid  court  house  were 
erected,  and  for  size,  cost  and  durabilit}^  the 
State  does  not  possess  their  superiors.  The 
coke  and  court  business  were  then  rapidly 
increasing  in  volume  and  intricacy,  yet  Mr. 
Hatfield  was  equal  to  every  emergency  and 
met  promptly  every  demand,  but  was  always 
economical  and  never  wasted  a  dollar  of  the 
public  money.  He  retired  from  office  with 
the  respect  of  all,  and  his  able  and  impartial 
management  of  his  office  upon  true  business 
principles  well  sustained  the  popular  opinion 
of  him  which  gave  him  the  flattering  vote 
which  he  received  both  at  nomination  and 
election. 

Joseph  U.  G.\xs  is  one  of  the  active  busi- 
ness men  of  Gans  and  Springhill  township. 
He  was  born  near  Morris  Cross  Roads, 
Springhill  township,  March  i,  1851,  and  is 
a  son  of  Jasper  N.  and  Sarah  N.  (Fowler) 
Gans,  the  former  born  in  Springhill  town- 
ship, in  July,  1823,  the  latter  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, in  1828.  Jasper  N^.  Gans  was  a  shoe- 
maker and  a  mechanic  of  some  ability,  doing 
first-class  work.  In  1863  he  served  in  Com- 
pany E,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-eighth 
Penna.  Militia,  under  Captain  J.  C.  Stacey. 
Being  accustomed  to  a  sedentary  and  indoor 
occupation,  the  exposure  of  camp  life  did 
not  agree  with  him,  so  that  in  six  months 
from  his  enlistment  he  was  unfit  for  active 
duty  and  was  discharged  for  disability.  He 
never  entirely  recovered  from  the  effects  of 
his  exposure  in  the  service.  Mr.  Gans  was 
a  genial,  kind  and  obliging  man,  who  stood 
well  with  his  neighbors.  He  died,  in  1897, 
aged  seventy-six  years,  and  his  widow  sur- 


vives him.  Their  children  are :  Joseph  U.,  A. 
J.,  who  is  principal  of  Point  Marion  schools ; 
Ida  M.  and  Laura  Brooks.  Jasper  N.  Gans 
was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Barbara  (Clemer) 
Gans,  the  former  removing  from  Maryland 
to  this  county  when  a  young  man  and  locat- 
ing near  Morris  Cross  Roads,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  had  six  children, 
five  sons  and  a  daughter.  Joseph  U.  Gans 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  town- 
ship. He  followed  farming  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  while  he  made  a  success  of  farm- 
ing yet  he  chose  the  mercantile  business  for 
a  life  pursuit.  He  was  three  years  in  the 
Cheat  Haven  Coke  Company's  store  and  be- 
came almost  indispensable  to  the  company 
by  his  tact  and  superior  management.  In 
1898  he  purchased  the  stock  and  fixtures  of 
N.  Gans  and  established  himself  permanent- 
ly in  the  mercantile  business  at  Gans.  The 
same  year,  1898,  he  was  appointed  postmas- 
ter at  Gans.  On  May  18,  1871,  he  married 
Miss  Sarah  O.,  daughter  of  William  and  Ru- 
hama  M.  Rhodes.  To  this  union  was  born 
one  son,  William  E.,  who  assists  his  father 
in  the  store.  Mr.  Gans  is  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  a  Disciple  in  religious  belief.  He 
served,  in  1877,  as  constable,  and  later  as 
school  director  of  his  township. 

John  H.  King,  an  "Old  Pike"  wagoner, 
and  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  South  Union 
township,  is  a  son  of  Upton  and  Polly 
(Bates)  King,  and  was  born  on  what  is  now 
the  Colly  farm  in  Menallen  township,  Fay- 
ette county,  Pennsylvania,  May  8,  1821. 
Upton  King  was  born  near  Georgetown, 
Md.,  October  11,  1797,  and  came  about  1817 
to  Fayette  county,  where  he  lived  for  many 
years  on  the  Thompson  farm.  For  a  long 
time  he  was  a  contractor  on  the  "Old  Pike." 
His  wife  was  Polly  Bates,  born  about   1797 
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or  1798.  Slie  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren. John  H.  King,  on  leaving  home,  en- 
gaged in  wagoning  on  the  old  National 
Road,  a  business  which  he  pursued  for  sev- 
eral years.  His  next  employment  was  in  the 
coal  business  in  which  he  continued  for  some 
time.  In  1859  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
of  ninety  acres  in  South  Union  township, 
and  since  then  he  has  given  his  time  to  its 
cultivation  and  improvement.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Nancy,  daughter  of  the  late 
John  and  Catherine  (Grier)  Byers,  of  Men- 
alien  township.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  six  children :  Annie  Eliza,  born  in  1844, 
died  in  1862;  Sarah  M.,  born  in  1849,  '^^'^^ 
of  Johnson  Rhoderick ;  Charles  W.,  born  in 
1852,  married  Sarali  A.,  daughter  of  John 
Williams;  Darlington  J.,  born  in  1854,  mar- 
ried Mary  Hess;  Thomas  E.,  born  in  1859, 
married  Jennie  Jeffries,  and  John  A.,  born 
in  1862.  Mr.  King  is  a  Republican,  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  Methodists.  He  is  an  up- 
right citizen,  a  man  of  noble  life  and  char- 
acter. A  remarkable  fact  in  his  history  is 
that  in  his  family  not  a  single  death  has  oc- 
curred since  1864,  which  is  most  unusual. 

Hexry  Johnson',  of  Menallen  township, 
farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  one  of  Fayette 
county's  best  citizens,  was  born  about  fifty 
years  ago  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  of  German  origin.  His  great-grand- 
father came  from  Germany  and  settled  in 
this  country  before  the  Revolution,  antl  was 
the  father  of  a  large  family,  among  them 
being  a  son,  Joseph  Johnson,  who  is  the 
father  of  Henry  F.  Johnson,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  who  was  reared  as  one  of 
the  following  children :  Henry  F.,  Eliza,  Ma- 
tilda, Susan,  Curt  A.  and  William  Johnson, 
who  is  an  attorney-at-law  in  Uniontown,  Pa. 
Mr.   Johnson   married   Miss   Marv,  ilaui?litcr 


of  the  late  Samuel  and  Margaret  (Hess)  Mc- 
Cormick,  September  21,  1873.  They  have 
had  five  children :  Joseph,  the  eldest,  was 
born  July  9,  1874.  is  an  active  young  man 
and  has  traveled  considerably ;  Jennie,  born 
December  4,  1876,  married  Oliver  Black- 
burn, of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  and  is  the  mother 
of  two  children,  DeWitt  and  Henry ;  Emma 
Johnson,  was  born  in  1879,  and  died  when 
five  years  old;  George  B.,  was  born  in  1881, 
and  died  in  1883;  Catherine,  born  in  1883, 
and  died  in  1884.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  Republi- 
can, and  in  religious  belief  a  Cumberland 
Presbyterian.  Mr.  Johnson  has  been  a  far- 
mer all  his  life  and  owns  one  hundred  acres 
of  well  improved  land.  He  lately  sold  fifty- 
two  acres  of  coal  land  at  one  hundred  and 
forty  dollars  per  acre.  ]\Irs.  Johnson  has 
also  sold  ninety  acres  at  one  hundred  and  ten 
dollars  per  acre.  Mr.  Johnson  is  esteemed 
for  his  truth  and  integrity,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  much  beloved  in  the  community. 

LuKK  F.  Patterson  is  a  successful  far- 
mer and  the  proprietor  of  the  "Starr  Flour- 
ing Mills,"  known  as  "Patterson's  Mills," 
near  Haddenville.  He  is  a  son  of  Sidney 
and  Martha  (McCoy)  Patterson,  and  was 
born  in  Franklin  township,  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  March  10,  1842.  Sidney  Pat- 
terson was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  was 
born  December  12,  1803.  He  came  to  Fay-, 
ette  county  with  his  father,  Safty  Patterson, 
who  settled  in  Franlclin  township.  Sidney 
Patterson  engaged  in  farming  and  married 
Miss  Martha  McCoy,  who  was  born  in  1803. 
Luke  F.  Patterson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
is  of  Irish  descent.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Fay- 
ette county.  I.,eaving  school  he  engaged  in 
his  present  business.  In  1871  Mr.  Patterson 
married  Aliss  Mattie  Leightv,  who  died  Oc- 
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tober  I,  i8Si,  leaving  one  child,  Xorman 
Patterson,  born  April  29,  1879.  Mr.  Patter- 
son for  his  second  wife  married  Miss  Lizzie, 
daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Pence) 
Snider,  who  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren :  Andrew,  Mary,  ^^^illian■l,  Henry,  Liz- 
zie, John,  Jr..  Josephine.  Lydia  and  Ed- 
ward. To  }ilr.  Patterson's  second  marriage 
were  born  two  children :  Andrew,  born  in 
1889,  and  died  in  1893,  and  Margaret,  born 
in  1892,  and  dying  the  year  following.  Air. 
Patterson  started  in  life  without  a  dollar, 
but  by  energy  and  thrift  has  succeeded  in 
building  up  a  large  Ijusiness,  owning  one  of 
the  best  flouring  mills  in  Fayette  county, 
with  a  capacity  of  twenty  barrels  of  flour  per 
day.  For  thirty-five  years  Mr.  Patterson  has 
been  a  member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a 
K.  of  P.  Mr.  Patterson  is  a  Democrat.  He 
is  a  man  of  good  business  qualifications  and 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Menallen  town- 
ship. 

Mrs.  M.\ry  Stewart,  of  Menallen  town- 
ship, is  the  widow  of  the  late  John  N.Stewart, 
of  Menallen  township.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Sidney  and  Martha  (AlcCoy)  Patterson,  and 
was  born  August  26,  1847.  She  was  one  of 
the  following  children  :  Martha,  William  W., 
Luke  F.,  Sidney  H.,  Sarah,  Hannah,  Marga- 
ret, Phebe,  Rebecca,  Elizabeth  and  Rebecca 
(2d),  and  Alary.  Airs.  Stewart  was  married  to 
the  late  John  N.  Stewart,  November  30,  1869. 
He  was  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Mary  Ann  (Wor- 
thington)  Stewart,  of  Alenallen,  who  are  both 
living,  the  former  being  eighty-three,  and 
the  latter  seventy-nine  years  of  age.  Air. 
Stewart  was  reared  as  one  of  a  family  of 
seven  children,  and  he  and  his  wife  had  five 
children,  as  follows :  Ellis  Benton,  born  in 
1870,  married  Aliss  Sarah  Todd  and  has 
three  children :    \\^alter  P.,  was  born  in  1877 


and  is  at  home  with  his  mother,  and  Wil- 
liam C,  born  in  1883,  's  the  youngest  child 
now  living.  Airs.  Stewart  lost  her  husband 
October  2,  1896.  He  was  killed  by  the  ex- 
plosion of  an  oil  lamp.  He  was  fifty-three 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Alenallen 
township,  a  good  citizen  and  of  a  fine  old 
Pennsylvania  family.  In  his  death  the  com- 
munity lost  a  valuable  member,  and  he  left 
a  character  worthy  of  imitation  by  all.  Mrs. 
Stewart  owns  one  hundred  and  eighteen  acres 
of  coal  land,  and  a  comfortable  home  where 
she  lives.  Her  farm  is  well  improved,  and  is 
good  agricultural  hind.  She  is  a  Christian 
woman,  was  a  good  wife  and  is  a  loving- 
mother.  She  has  remarkable  business  quali- 
ties and  manages  her  propertv  with  great 
judgment. 

Andrew  F.  Richey. — Although  the  most 
active  part  of  the  life  of  Andrew  F.  Richey 
was  spent  in  Mrginia,  now  West  Mrginia, 
he  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  died 
near  L^niontown,  where  several  of  his  chil- 
dren now  reside.  Being  of  Scotch-Irish  an- 
cestry, inheriting  a  deep  love  for  religious 
freedom,  it  is  not  strange  that  he  was  al- 
ways allied  to  the  principles  of  free  govern- 
ment. When  our  country  was  threatened  by 
the  late  rebellion  Andrew  F.  Richie  was 
among  the  first  men  of  his  State  to  declare 
his  adherence  to  the  Union,  setting  up  a  high 
standard  of  loyalty  which  he  never  lowered. 
In  order  to  further  and  widen  his  influence, 
he,  at  the  opening  of  the  war,  purchased  at 
public  sale,  the  equipment  of  the  "Fairmont 
Virginian,"  a  most  pronounced  southern  pa- 
per. Changing  the  name  to  the  "Fairmont 
National."  he  established  the  first  and  onl_\- 
Republican  paper  in  the  count\-.  and  pub- 
lished it  until  the  close  of  the  war.  exchang- 
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ing  with  many  of  the  leading  dailies  of  the 
large  cities,  among  which  were  the  New 
York  "Tribune"  and  Baltimore  "American." 
When  the  western  part  of  the  State,  and  in- 
deed the  southern  part  of  Pennsylvania  was 
threatened  by  the  foe,  he  with  Cols.  Oliphant, 
Evans,  and  many  others,  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  militia  regiments,  but  they  were  not 
sent  beyond  Clarksburg.  Col.  Richy  was 
also  appointed  quartermaster  for  the  State 
militia.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  con- 
vention called  to  divide  the  State,  which  was 
the  birth  of  West  Virginia.  The  late  Hon. 
Waitman  T.  Willey  said  of  Mr.  Richey  that 
he  was  an  intelligent  and  highly  respected 
citizen,  possessing  many  noble  traits  of  char- 
acter. Being  a  public  spirited  man  his  Hfe 
was  largely  devoted  to  the  betterment  of  his 
race.  He  was  a  man  of  large  heart  and  gen- 
erous mind.  True  and  faithful  in  his  political 
principles :  broad  and  unbiased  in  his  sympa- 
thies, he  made  friends  wherever  he  went.  He 
was  a  patriot,  and  believed  that  freedom  is 
the  very  quintessence  of  American  life,  and 
as  an  American  he  stood  for  simple,  universal 
humanity.  Mr.  Richey  was  married  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1835,  to  Laverna  P.,  the 
third  daughter  of  the  late  John  S.  Barnes,  of 
Fairmont,  W.  Va.  There  were  eight  chil- 
dren. John,  the  eldest,  died  in  1875,  from 
the  effects  of  exposure  in  the  service  of  his 
country.  He  left  three  sons,  Charles,  David 
Andrew  and  Francis.  Those  residing  in 
Uniontown  are  Mrs.  S.  V.  Young,  Mrs.  C.  L. 
Smith,  Louisa  B.,  Elizabeth  D.  and  David  S. 
Richey.  Hunter  Richey  and  Mrs.  Mary  R. 
Post  reside  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Mr.  Richey 
had  three  brothers,  John,  David  and  Hunter, 
of  Pittsburg;  the  two  latter  having  been  to 
some  extent  allied  to  the  interests  of  Fayette 
county.  Mr.  Richey  died  November  21,  1867, 
aged  fifty-seven.     The  late  A.  W.  Campbell, 


editor  of  the  Wheeling  "Intelligencer,"  in 
paying  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Col. 
Richey,  wrote:  "No  man  in  West  Virginia 
will  be  more  widely  missed  or  made  greater 
sacrifices  for  the  cause  which  he  espoused." 
A  grandson  of  the  late  Col.  Richey,  David  A. 
Richey,  is  assistant  State's  attorney  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Downer  Family. — The  Downer  family, 
distinguished  for  more  than  a  century  in  the 
annals  of  Fayette  county,  had  its  founder  in 
the  person  of  Jacob  Downer,  a  native  of 
Germany,  where  he  married  Elizabeth  Star- 
ner  and  whence  they  emigrated  to  the  newly 
born  Republic  in  1778,  locating  in  Lancas- 
ter county,  Pennsylvania.  Two  years  later 
they  removed  to  Fayette  county;  leaving 
his  family  here  he  went  to  seek  a  permanent 
home  in  Kentucky,  qnd  it  is  supposed  while 
upon  this  quest  was  killed  by  Indians,  as  he 
never  returned  nor  was  he  heard  of  after- 
wards. His  wife  and  family  removed  to 
Uniontown  where  she  attained  the  great  age 
of  one  hundred  and  five.  One  of  the  sons, 
Jonathan  Downer,  was  born  in  1754,  erect- 
ed and  successfully  conducted  a  large  tan- 
nery, married  Miss  Drusilla  Springer,  and 
reared  a  family  of  thirteen  children.  He 
died  in  1833.  Of  his  children,  Levi  Downer, 
born  November  11,  1788,  was  reared  at 
Uniontown  and  there  died  October  2,  1854. 
He  was  a  man  of  indefatigable  industry  and 
uncompromising  integrity,  and  operated 
with  great  success  the  celebrated  Downer 
tannery.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Hugh  Hall,  a  native  of  Berkeley  Springs, 
\'a.,  who  owned  and  resided  on  the  Rankin 
farm  in  North  Union  township,  near  Union- 
town,  previous  to  1812.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dow- 
ner reared  a  most  remarkable  family.  Ten 
children    were    born,    and    none    died    under 
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fifty  years  of  age ;  all  lived  honorable,  up- 
right lives  and  none  of  them  were  ever  mar- 
ried. Mr.  Downer,  who  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  was  born  February  24,  1792, 
and  died  April  5,  1868.  Of  her  children, 
Caroline  A.  Downer  and  Eliza  M.  Downer 
reside  in  Uniontown ;  Major  James  P. 
Downer  served  under  General  Scott  in  the 
Mexican  war,  and  was  a  commissioned  offi- 
cer of  a  Kansas  regiment  four  years  during 
the  Civil  war ;  served  two  years  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania legislature,  and  now  resides  in  Colo- 
rado ;  David  Downer,  resides  in  Colorado, 
where  he  has  been  connected  as  editor  or 
proprietor  with  nearly  a  score  of  newspapers ; 
J.  Allen  Downer,  died  at  Uniontown,  July 
24,  1882;  Wiliam  H.  Downer,  died  there  also 
]\Iay  12,  1888:  Lieut.  Geo.  W.  Downer, 
served  through  the  Civil  war  and  was  drown- 
ed at  Brookville,  Pa.,  September  21.  1885; 
Dr.  Hugh  H.  Downer,  of  California,  died  at 
Uniontown  in  1888,  and  Jacob  Downer,  a 
Uniontown  merchant, died  February  26, 1888. 
Daniel  Downer,  who  now  resides  in  Califor- 
nia, was  born  in  Uniontown,  November  27, 
1820,  and  was  for  many  years  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  bar  of  Fayette  county.  He  pre- 
pared for  college  at  Madison,  entered  the 
Sophomore  class  of  Jefferson  in  1839,  and 
was  graduated  from  that  renowned  old  in- 
stitution of  learning  with  the  class  of  1842. 
His  law  preceptor  was  the  late  Judge  John 
Dawson  (then  a  prominent  attorney  of  the 
Faj'ette  County  bar).  He  was  admitted  to 
the  practice  of  law  September  2,  1845,  and 
continued  to  be  successfully  engaged  there- 
in until  he  removed  to  California. 

George  Allen-  McCormick,  sheriff  of 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in 
Uniontown,  September  3,  1854.  He  is  a  son 
of  the  late  William  B.  and  Susan  (Allen)  Mc- 


Cormick (for  genealogical  matter  concerning 
McCormicks  and  Aliens,  see  elsewhere,  this 
volume).  Geo.  A.  McCormick  received  his 
schooling  at  Uniontown,  but  in  early  youth 
began  to  assist  in  his  father's  business  as 
butcher  in  that  place.  George  A.  subse- 
quently engaged  in  the  same  business  for 
himself  in  which  he  was  signally  successful. 
He  was  also  for  a  number  of  years  engaged 
in  buying,  selling  and  improving  real  estate 
in  Uniontown  and  the  records  of  the  countv 
attest  his  activity  in  these  directions.  He 
was  one  of  the  projectors  and  early  stock- 
holders and  for  a  number  of  years  superin- 
tendent of  the  Uniontown  Street  Railway 
Co.  He  has  contributed  in  a  pecuniary 
way  to  the  various  efforts  that  have  been 
made  to  establish  manufacturing  plants  in 
Uniontown  and  vicinity.  Since  attaining  his 
majority  Mr.  McCormick  has  been  not  only 
a  stalwart  advocate  of  Democratic  party 
principles,  but  one  of  the  most  active  of  the 
aggressive  workers  in  that  party's  interests. 
So  effective  has  this  service  been  that  in 
more  than  one  instance  through  his  individ- 
ual effort  and  influence  the  Democratic  par- 
ty has  wrested  at  least  a  partial  victory  from 
the  jaws  of  defeat.  This  was  notably  the 
case  in  his  second  candidacy  for  the  office  of 
sheriff,  in  1898,  when  his  own  majority  was 
in  the  neighborhood  of  one  thousand  eight 
hundred,  while  only  the  Democratic  candi- 
dates for  assembly  were  elected  and  these  by 
verv  slender  majorities.  Mr.  McCormick 
was  first  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  in 
1889,  and  served  the  full  term  of  three  years 
during  a  period  when  the  requisites  for 
the  conduct  of  that  office  included  determi- 
nation and  bravery  in  no  small  degree.  It 
was  during  the  incumbency  of  sheriff  Mc- 
Cormick that  the  striking  coke  workers  of 
the  district  menaced  the  lives  and  property 
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of  Fayette  county  ami  he  proved  equal  to  the 
emergency  in  quelling  the  riots.  He  was 
also  successful  in  running  to  earth  the 
notorious  Cooley's,  a  gang  of  highwaymen, 
who  were  the  terror  of  the  mountain  dis- 
tricts of  Fayette  and  Westmoreland  coun- 
ties, Pa.,  and  Monongalia  and  Preston  coun- 
ties, W.  Va.  Mr.  McCormick  married  Alice, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Henrietta  Barker,  former- 
ly of  Brownsville,  now  of  Uniontown,  Pa. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCormick  have  one  child, 
Mabel  Ray  McCormick,  student  of  Union- 
town  high  school.  Airs.  McCormick  is  an 
active  and  useful  member  of  the  M.  E. 
church,  of  Uniontown. 

John  Work  was  descended  from  English 
ancestors  who  were  among  the  earliest  per- 
manent white  settlers  in  Southwestern 
Pennsylvania.  Joseph  Work,  the  grand- 
father, came  to  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  about 
the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century.  His 
two  brothers,  Samuel  and  Robert,  came  with 
him.  They  traveled  and  brought  their  little 
effects  from  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  over  the 
mountains  on  horseback.  Joseph  settled 
near  what  is  now  Yanderbilt,  Samuel  took  up 
his  residence  near  the  present  town  of  Dun- 
bar, and  Robert  located  in  North  Union 
township,  about  two  miles  north  of  Union- 
town,  Pa.  They  are  now  represented  by  a 
numerous  progeny  in  Fayette  and  adjoining 
counties.  Joseph  had  five  sons  and  two 
daughters:  James,  John,  Adam,  Andrew, 
Alexander,  Mary  and  Ester.  Jolm  lived  the 
most  of  his  life  and  died  in  Washington  coun- 
iy.  Pa.  Adam  and  Alexander  passed  their 
days  in  Dunbar  township.  Andrew  resided 
in  Franklin  township.  Mary  married  Thomas 
Miller,  of  Harrison  county.  O.  Ester  mar- 
ried William  Dugan,  of  Dunbar  township. 
James,  father  of  the   subject  of  this  sketch. 


married  Ellen  Dugan,  and  soon  after  moved 
to  Harrison  county,  O.,  where  John  Work, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  Dec. 
30,  1818.  Six  children  were  born  to  this 
union :  Nancy,  who  married  Samuel  J.  Co.x ; 
Katharine,  who  died  single ;  Ellen,  who  mar- 
ried William  Griffith ;  John ;  Mary,  who  died 
single,  and  Joseph  W.  Work,  who  is  still  liv- 
ing and  a  prosperous  Fayette  county  farmer. 
When  John  was  about  nine  years  old  the 
family  moved  back  to  Fayette  county  and 
made  Dunbar  township  their  permanent 
home.  There  were  no  free  schools  in  that 
day  and  John,  with  his  brothers  and  sisters, 
received  his  education  in  the  old  subscription 
schools.  For  John  the  opportunities  were 
limited.  His  father  being  a  delicate  man  and 
incapacitated  for  work,  the  burden,  cares  and 
responsibilities  of  the  entire  family  devolved 
upon  John  when  but  a  boy.  With  an  energy 
that  characterized  his  after  life  and  made  him 
so  successful  he  assumed  his  new  duties  and 
responsibilities  in  a  manly  way.  When  not 
busily  engaged  at  home  raising  the  crops  he 
hired  out  with  the  farmers  for  thirty-five  and 
fifty  cents  a  day.  So  diligent  was  he  that  at 
nights,  aided  by  the  light  of  the  wood  fire,  he 
prepared  himself  and  taught  the  district 
school  at  least  one  term.  Honest,  industri- 
ous and  saving,  he  soon  collected  together 
sufficient  to  make  a  first  payment  on  a  little 
farm  located  about  three  miles  northwest  of 
Dunbar  where  he  lived  the  greater  part  of 
his  life.  Mr.  Work  when  but  a  boy  was 
known  in  the  neighborhood  as  a  good  judge 
of  stock,  and  at  the  age  of  about  twenty-five 
was  employed  by  Greenberry  Crossland,  of 
Uniontown,  Pa.,  an  extensive  cattle  dealer,^  to 
superintend  his  droves  over  the  National 
Pike  to  Philadelphia  and  sometimes  to  New 
York.  His  work  was  so  satisfactory  that  a 
partnership  was  formed  which  lasted  about 
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fifteen  years,  when  he  retired  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  father-in-law,  Charles 
McLaughlin.  In  both  cases  Mr.  Work 
superintended  the  droves  and  sold  the  stock 
in  the  Eastern  markets.  In  those  days 
drafts  were  unknown,  and  the  money  re- 
ceived for  the  stock  had  to  be  brought  back 
by  Mr.  Work  in  his  pockets  over  the  same 
route  he  had  taken  his  stock.  Though  he 
carried  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  he 
was  never  molested,  and  he  never  owned  or 
carried  a  revolver.  His  business  extended 
over  Western  Pennsylvania  and  what  is  now 
West  Virginia.  Mr.  McLaughlin  retired 
from  the  partnership  about  1870  on  account 
of  his  age  and  declining  health  and  Mr.  Work 
continued  by  himself  till  about  1882,  when 
he,  too,  ceased  active  work  in  this  line.  He 
was  a  good  and  successful  business  man  and 
took  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  concerned  the 
advancement  and  prosperity  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty. He  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and 
thoroughly  believed  in  the  principles  and 
policies  of  his  party,  and  especially  in  the 
Protective  TarifT,  although  he  never  solicited 
or  held  any  office.  J\Ir.  Work  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Laurel  Hill  Presbyterian  church. 
On  January  21,  1847,  he  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary  McLaughlin. 
They  had  ten  children:  Mary  Elizabeth, 
died  1867 ;  Ellen,  married  George  W.  Bar- 
ricklow,  now  residing  in  Paolo,  Kan. ;  Wil- 
liam, died  in  1888 ;  Anna  M.,  married  John 
M.  Henshaw,  and  now  living  at  Vance  Mills, 
Pa. ;  Charles,  died  in  infancy ;  James  C. 
Work,  attorney-at-law,  living  in  Uniontown, 
Pa. :  Sarah  Belle,  married  James  A.  Chal- 
fant,  and  resides  at  Charleroi,  Pa. ;  John 
Work  and  Clara  S.  Work,  living  at  the  old 
homestead ;  and  Samuel,  died  in  infancy. 
Starting  in  the  world  with  nothing  but  a  ro- 
bust  constitution   and   a   desire   to   work  he 


raised  his  family,  held  the  respect  and  full 
confidence  of  the  people,  took  the  highest 
rank  as  a  citizen,  and  died  a  painless  death 
full  of  years,  January  3,  1900,  lea\ang  a  will 
in  which  he  devised  his  lands  and  estate 
equally  among  his  children. 

GabriSl  Getzendanner,  a  prominent  fig- 
ure among  the  artisans  of  Uniontown  from 
1795  and  for  a  period  of  sixty  years  there- 
after, was  born  on  his  father's  plantation  in 
Frederick  county.  Maryland,  in  1778.  He 
was  a  son  of  Christian  and  Mary  (Stone) 
Getzendanner,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Maryland.  Christian  Getzendanner  was 
a  son  and  namesake  of  Christian  Getzen- 
danner, the  founder  of  the  American  familv 
of  Getzendanner,  who  came  from  Germany 
landing  in  Philadelphia  in  June,  1729.  The 
latter  subsequently  located  in  Frederick 
county,  Maryland,  where  he  became  a  suc- 
cessful planter.  His  son  Christian  added 
materially  to  his  landed  inheritance,  leaving 
an  estate  valued  at  fifteen  thousand  pounds 
sterling.  Of  the  children  of  Christian  and 
Mary  (Stoner)  Getzendanner,  the  eldest  were 
Katherina  and  Magdalene,  the  former  of 
whom  married  David  Miller,  who  was  one 
of  the  prominent  pioneer  farmers  of  Georges 
township,  Fayette  county,  and  the  latter  be- 
came the  wife  of  Joseph  Leatherman  (origin- 
ally Letterman),  who  was  also  a  Georges 
township  farmer  in  the  closing  years  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  owning  the  tract  of  land 
adjoining  the  farm  of  his  brother-in-law, 
David  Miller.  The  only  child  of  Joseph  and 
Magdalena  (Getzendanner)  Leatherman, 
Joel  Leatherman.  was  born  in  1804,  and  is 
still  Hving  (1900)  on  the  historic  Leatherman 
farm.  One  daughter  of  Christian  and  Mary 
(Stoner)  Getzendanner,  Elizabeth,  spent  her 
life  on  the  home  plantation  in  Maryland  and 
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there  died  in  1870  at  an  advanced  age.  Of 
the  sons  of  Christian  (II)  the  eldest,  Christo- 
pher was  of  an  adventurous  spirit  and  in 
liis  youth  went  to  the  West  Indies,  and  there, 
as  it  has  been  recently  ascertained,  acquired 
large  possessions,  remained  unmarried  and 
died  intestate,  and  efforts  are  now  pending 
to  obtain  possession  of  his  estate  for  his 
legal  heirs.  The  second  son,  Christian,  re- 
married in  Maryland  and  the  three  youngest 
sons  located  in  Fayette  county,  Pa.  They 
were  John,  Gabriel  and  Lewis.  John,  the 
eldest  of  these,  was  associated  with  Lewis, 
the  youngest,  one  of  the  earliest  farmers  in 
Springhill  township,  Fayette  county,  whose 
lands  are  still  known  as  the  "Lewis  Getzen- 
danner  Farm."  John  Getzendanner  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  being  a  member 
of  Captain  Peter  Hertzog's  company  of  the 
2d  Pennsylvania  militia,  which  served  from 
October,  1812,  to  April,  1813.  Lewis  Getzen- 
danner married  into  the  Gans  family,  left 
Fayette  county  with  his  family  in  1820,  and 
located  in  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  near 
Cincinnati.  Gabriel  Getzendanner  received 
for  that  day  a  superior  education  in  Frederick 
county,  Md.,  having  both  English  and  Gei- 
man  instructors.  He  was  a  close  student, 
read  much  and  laid  the  foundation  of  a  taste 
for  good  literature  in  which  he  continued  to 
delight  throughout  his  long  life.  Becoming 
restive  under  the  too  severe  guardianship  of 
an  uncle  (his  father  having  died  during 
Gabriel's  boyhood)  he  left  his  native  place 
in  1795  to  come  to  Faj'ette  county  whither 
his  sisters  had  preceded  him.  Facing  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  himself  and  having 
early  developed  a  taste  for  mechanics  he  pro- 
ceeded to  learn  in  a  most  thorough-going 
way  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  and 
when  still  a  very  young  man  had  accjnired 
at  Uniontovvn  the  reputation  of  having  no 


superior  in  his  avocation.  Shortly  after  at- 
taining his  majority  he  began  to  acquire  a 
large  patronage  in  carpentry  contract  work, 
a  business  in  which  he  continued  to  be  en- 
gaged in  Uniontown  for  more  than  fifty  years. 
Verv  many  of  the  most  substantial  edifices 
in  LIniontown  and  vicinity  stand  to-day  as 
monuments  to  the  mechanical  skill,  honest 
workmanship  and  honest  materials  employed 
in  their  construction  by  Gabriel  Getzendan- 
ner. He  practically  retired  from  business 
with  his  completion  of  his  contract  in  the 
erection  of  the  Tremont  building  at  Mor- 
gantown  and  Main  streets  in  1853.  In  1858 
he  went  West  and  divided  his  time  in  visit- 
ing his  children  in  Ohio  and  Indiana.  He 
died  in  1861  while  visiting  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Woolley,  at  Bloomington,  Indiana. 
He  was  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat  and  always 
labored  zealously  in  the  advocacy  of  his  poli- 
tical principles  and  the  election  of  his  party's 
candidates.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  and  was  latterly  for  a 
number  of  years  a  member  of  the  boards  of 
stewards  and  trustees  of  the  congregation  at 
Uniontown.  (In  Ellis'  history  of  Fayette 
county — 1882 — he  is  erroneously  named  as 
a  lay  preacher.)  He  was  married  at  Union- 
town  in  1807  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  (Hall)  Van  Houten.  John  Van 
Houten  was  a  native  of  Huntingdon  county, 
New  Jersey.  His  paternal  ancestors  came 
from  Holland,  being  among  the  early  Dutch 
settlers  of  New  Amsterdam  (New  York). 
John  Van  Houten  brought  his  family  to 
Beesontown  (now  Uniontown)  iii  1794.  and 
died  in  Uniontown  in  1812.  He  was  especial- 
ly interested  in  Free  Masonry  and  was  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  that  order.  Of  his 
children,  Katharine,  married  Jacob  Har- 
baugh,  one  of  the  early  sheriffs  of  Fayette 
county;     Mary,     married     James     Winder, 
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whose  son  Col.  John  Winder,  recently  de- 
ceased,   was    for    man)'    years    clerk    of    the 

,  supeWor  court  of  Michigan ;  Anna,  married 
Daniel  Harbaugh,  a  mill  and  tannery  owner 
of  Xew  Lisbon,  Ohio.  David  and  Corne- 
lius \'an  Houten  were  engaged  in  business 
at  Uniontown,  the  former  as  a  hatter,  the 
latter  as  a  carpenter.  Gabriel  and  Margaret 
(\'an  Houten)  Getzendanner  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  six  daughters.  All  of  the 
sons  are  deceased,  and  all  of  the  daughters, 
save  one,  living.  John,  the  oldest  child,  was 
drowned  in  the  Mississippi  river  in  early 
manhood ;  Jacob  Harbaugh  Getzendanner 
became  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Hamilton 
county,  Ohio,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease 
was  acting  judge  of  the  superior  court  of 
Cincinnati ;  Mary  A.,  is  unmarried  and  re- 
sides at  Uniontown  :  Emily  W.,  married  John 
Johnson,  a  farmer  of  Warren  county,  Ohio ; 
Katharine  (who  died  in  1898),  was  the  widow 
of  John  Loor,  of  Greensburg,  Westmoreland 
county,  Pa. ;  Gabriel,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Mexican  war  and  died  in  1848  as  a  result  of 
exposure  and  hardships  during  his  military 
service;  Elizabeth  H.,  married  Rev.  James 
Beacom(now  deceased),  late  of  Pittsburg  con- 
ference of  M.  E.  church — Mrs.  Elizabeth  H. 
Beacom   has   been    for   twenty-one   years   in 

•  charge  of  the  girls'  department  of  the  State 
reformatory,  Morganza ;  Margaret,  married 
John  W^oolley,  farmer  and  merchant,  Bloom- 
ington,  Ind. ;  \\'illiam  (a  twin  brother  of 
Margaret),  became  a  farmer  near  Blooming- 
ton,  Ind. ;  Ellen,  married  William  Neeld, 
farmer  near  Bloomington,  Indiana,  one  child, 
Charles,   died   in   infancv.     The   sisters   who 


married  are  all  widows.  Of  the  children  of 
Jacob  H.  Getzendanner,  J.  C.  Getzendanner 
assisted  in  the  preparation  of  this  volume. 
The  "most  popular  lady  in  Fayette  county," 
as  she  has  been  frequently  described,  is  Mary 
Ann,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Gabriel 
Getzendanner.  "Aunt  Mary,"  as  she  is,  with 
affectionate  familiarity,  generally  known,  was 
born  in  Uniontown,  December  13,  1812. 
Her  mother  dying  and  leaving  a  numerous 
family  of  small  children  when  Miss  Mary 
was  but  sixteen  years  of  age,  upon  that 
young  lady,  as  the  eldest  daughter,  devolved 
the  cares  of  her  father's,  household.  She 
was  mother  as  well  as  sister  to  her  father's 
children  and  right  nobly  and  with  tender 
solicitude  and  loving  self-sacrifice  did  she  de- 
vote the  best  years  of  her  life  to  their  ser- 
vice. She  saw  each  of  her  sisters  happilv 
married  and  then  remained  the  stay  and  com- 
fort of  her  .father  in  his  declining  3rears  until 
his  series  of  visits  to  his  children  as  above 
mentioned.  She  subsequently,  until  April. 
1883,  made  her  home  with  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  H.  Beacom,  at  Beaver,  Pa.,  and 
since  the  latter  date  has  resided  at  Union- 
town.  "Aunt  Mary"  has  been  a  life-long, 
consistent  and  most  devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  is  to-day. 
although  eighty-eight  years  of  age,  regard- 
ed as  one  of  the  most  valuably  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Uniontown  congregation.  She 
has  presided  with  dignity  and  ability  over 
various  of  the  church  societies  and  has  ren- 
dered especially  efficient  service  as  president 
of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  for  the  past  thir- 
teen vears. 
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Anderson,   David   E 593,   595 

Animal   Life 239 


Antrim,  Jacob  E 1071 

Anthracite     Coal 19 

Anti-Slavery    Eiot 49 

Applegate,  William  F 335 

Appomattox    Court   House 222 

Area  of  the  County 239 

"       of   the    State 19 

Arnold,    John 1039 

Armstrong,   John   A 767 

Armstrong,    Joseph    D.,    facing 864,    866 

Artis,   Eobert 984 

Ashcraft's    Fort 378 

Attorneys,   list   of  Practicing 291 

Aiistin,   Arnold   P 581 
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Baird,   Dr.   Samuel  J 330 

Baird,  Judge  Thomas  H 282 

Baker,    Charles    W 977 

Baker,   Eev.   Joel 8S4 

Baker,   Michael  D 668 

Balsinger    352,  420 

Ball,   John  H 905 

Ball,   Samuel 966 
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Bar,   Roll  of 289 
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Barnhart,  James  J 971 

Barns,    William    S 736 
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Gettysburg     215 

Charleston    "Siege"    217 
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Manila    226 

Battoii,  Dr.  John  A 603 
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Beatty,   John   E 811 
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"  Churches    468 
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Beeson,    Henry 489 

Beeson,   Gen.    H.   W 268 
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Beeson's   Mill 485 

Beeson's   Town 486 
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Blosser,  Henry 1126 
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Bortner,   Philip   F 1158 

Bouvier,   John 287 

Bowden,    William   K 976 

Bowie,  Andrew  J 676 

Bowie,  Dr.  Alonzo  P 561 

Bowie,   L.   B 1188 

Bowlby,  Amos   S 702,  703 

Bowman,    Charles   W 878 

"  Jacob    878 
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Bowman,   Goodloe   H 539 

Bowman,  Henry  G 1027 

Bowman,  Morgan  H 513,  572 

Boyd,  Hon.  Albert  D.,  facing 168,  845 

Boyd,    Henry    B SOo 

Boyd,   Eobert 1148 

Boyle,    Hon.    Charles    E 729 

Boyle,   George 1189 

Boyle,  Rev.'  Thomas  N 209 

Braddee,  Dr.  John  F 489 

Braddock,   Gen.  Ed\vard 125-133 

Braddock's    Grave 126,  241 

Bradford,    Frank    R 824 

Brady   Family 936 

Brawner,    George    W 749 

Brazenell    405 

Breakiron,  John 1093 

Brehm,    Samuel    H 696  • 

Brendel,  Francis  L 796 

Bridgejiort     Township     and     Borough,     De- 
scriptive        478 

Bridgeport  Township  and  Borough,  Settlers,  478 

Growth,  478 
Bridgeport         Township         and         Boroug-h, 

Churches    479 

Bridgeport  Township   and  Borough,   Schools  479 
Bridgeport    Township    and    Borough,    Popu- 
lation      479 

Brinker,   George   F 885 

Britt,    Samuel    G 1109 

Broad  Ford 352,   4C9 

Brooke,    Mrs    Mary    M 706 

Brown,     Alfred 736 

Brown,    Andrew,    facing 924,  931 

Brown,    Asahel    C 1185 

Brown,    "Beckie" 1070 

Brown,   Rev.   Benjamin   F 1105 

Brown,    John 931 

Brown    Levi 1072 
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Brown,  Richard  H.,  facing IISS,   11S7 

Brown,    Peter 1104 

Brown,    Samuel 1069 

Brown,  W.  Harry,  facing- T2S,   721 

Brown   William   F 1024 

Brown,  Wendall 472 

Brownfleld     352,  475 

Brownfield,    Basil 539 

Brownfleld,   Col.   Ewing 133,  725 
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Brownfleld,   Thomas 645 
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"  "  Population    479 

Brjner,   Joseph   S.,   facing 76S,  765 

Bryson,    George    D 74S 

Byers,    David 1149 

Byers,    Robert    S 1043 

Buckshot    War 20 

Buildings,   Public 156 
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Schools     452 

"  "  Population      452 

Conner,   Charles   D 333 

Conwell,   James   W 1176 

-Constitution,  Present  State,  in  full 61 

Constitutions,  Several  State  22 

Cook,   Captain 457 

Cook,   David  H 1033 

Cook,    Col.    Edward 462,  540,  912 
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Cook,    Francis    P 912 

Cook,    Harrj' 939  ' 

Cook's   Mills 440 

Cook,   William  E 912 

Cool    Spring: 476 

Coole}',    John 821 

Cope,    Louis 933 

Cooper,    Allen    F 579 

Cooper,  Freeman 1013 

Cooper,   Joel,    Jr.,    1046 

Corbly,    Eev.    John 380 

Coroners    ." 159 

Cottom,   James   E 682 

Cottom,   Frank   P 331 

Coug-hanour,    Frank 804 

Coughanour,    James   B 803 

County    Commissioners 157 

County  Institutes 315 

County   OfBcers 157 

County    Superintendents 315 

Courtney,    John    H 925 

Courts     156 

Cox,  Capt.  M.  A 864 

Cox,    Eobert    B 808 

Craig-,   Alexander   W 755.  facing  912 

Craig,    William 742 

Craig-,    William 745 

Craft,   Daniel   B 1167 

Craft,   Dick   N 1132 

Craft,   Hayden   R 1132 

Craft,   Capt.  William  S 1165 

Crawford    Family 397 

Cresap,  Capt.  Michael 502 

Crombie,   William    921 

Crossland,    Elijah 742 

Crossland,  Greenberry.  Sr 742 

Crossland,    Greenberry 745 

Crossland,    Levi 741 

Crow,  Capt.  Hustead   A 969 

Crow,   William  E 413,   636 

Croivell,  W.   C 1051 

Crowthers,    Lee    M 1173 

"  Jonas      1174 

Cruse,    George    1 1082    i 

Curfew    352.    436    \ 

Curry,   William   B 1057 

Curtin,   Gov.   Andrew  G 103 

Custead,  Miss  E.  C 361 


D 

Davenport,   William 1127 

David,    John    S 1127 

Davidson   352,  440 

Davidson,    John,    Jr 772 

Davidson,  John  H.,  M.  D 323,  1005 

Davidson   Thomas   R 779 

Davidson,    William    A.,    facing 498,778 

Davis,   John 1117 

Dawson    Borough,    Descriptive 470-471 

Population     471 

"  Churches    471 

Schools    471 

Dawson,  E.  Bailey,  facing 21S,  546 

Dawson,  Hon.  John  L.,  facing 55,  511 

"         Hon.    John,    facing ,138,  546 

John    N 565 

Dawson,  James  E 566 

Dawson,  Richard 576 

Darby,  John  T 658 

Dean,  Hon.  Henry  Clay 362 

Dearth   352,  420 

Declaration   of   Independence 23 

Deffenbaugh,    Hughes 1076 

Delaney's   Cave 117 

Delaware   Indians 118 

Dentistry     327 

Dennis,    John 1101 

Derrick,   Joseph 730 

Dessent,  Alfred  J.,  facing SS8,  890 

Detwiler,    Henry    F 573,    572 

Dickenson,    Joshua 456 

Dickerson    Run 352,  450 

District   Congressional    345 

Judicial    2S0 

Divvens,    Nathan,    Sr 606 

Dixon,  John 795 

Dixson.   William   C 733,  730 

Dolan.    James,    facing 900,  1000 

Dom.  William  T 1002 

Donaldson,    William   A 716 

Douglas.   John    S 743,    557 

Downer    Family 1198 

Downey,    John 389 

Downs.    Ashbel    F 362 

Duff,    Sylvester 1025 

Duffgan.    John,    facing 908,  799 
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Dumbaulcl    Family ^29 

Dumbauld,  Hon.  H.  S "0~ 

Dunaway,    James    W 1169 

Duncan,  Judge   Thomas 873 

Duncan,  Dr.  William  S 8"i3 

Dunlap's    Creek   Presbyterial   Academy,    ....   445 

Dunbar,   Col.   Thomas 125 

Dunbar  Borough,  Descriptive 460 

"  "  Business   Interests 430 

Population    460 

"  "  Churches    and    Schools....   461 

Dunbar    Township,    Descrix>tive 452 

"  Gist's    Settlement  ...  .452-455 

Early     Settlers 435-457 

"  "  Material         Development 

457-458 

■  "  "  A'illages    458 

"  Coke    and    Iron 459 

By   Product   Ovens 459 

Schools      459-460 

Churches    460 

"  "  Population    460 

Dunn,  George  W 1057 

Dunn,  T.   Scott 373,   1036 

Dunmore's    War 142 

Dushane,    Sam.   H 793 

Duvall,   Harrison    P 1174 

E 

East   Liberty 438 

East    Riverside 352,  398 

Eastman,  Dr.  Henry,  Sr.,  facing 408,  872 

Eastman,   Dr.    Henry,   Jr.,    facing 860,  871 

Eastman,  Dr.  Thomas  jV 532 

Early   Schools 310 

Early   Settlements 23 

Edminston,   William  A 849 

Educational    Progress 310 

Edwards,  Thomas 017 

Eggers,   Charles   F.,   facing 904,  905 

Eighth    Pennsylvania 147-151 

Eighth  Pennsylvania  Keserves 177 

Eleventh    Pennsylvania    lleserves 178 

Eighty-fifth    Pennsylvania    Volunteers 179 

Elliottsville    352,   A27 

Elliott,    Edward    J 1155 

Elliott,   Harvey   J 1149 

Elliott,  Joseph  S.,   facing 198,  1150 


Elliott,    Eobert 1153 

Emme     352,  416 

Emme,   Daniel  H 1118 

Empfield,    William    X 909 

English,  Henry   J.,   M.   D 403,   1148 

Enos,   Edgar   J 811 

Ewing,  Judge  John  Kennedy,  facing 114,  512 

Hon.   Nathaniel,    Sr 515 

Hon.   Nathaniel,   facing 278,  518 

Hon.    Samuel   E.,    facing 518,  317 

John    Kennedy,   Jr 519 

Ewing,   Dr.    James    B 722 

Ellis,    James   V.    E 608 

Ellis,    Pev.    William 008 

Elwell,   Jacob   S 1012 

Evans,    George    C 7S6 

Evans,    Col.  'samuel 287 

Everson     352,  469 

F 

Fairchance   Borough,   Descriptive 387 

"  "  Secret  Societies 387. 

Schools     387 

Churches    387-388 

"  "  Population    350 

Fairchild,  Dr.  Ashbel  G 382 

Farmington     352,  427 

Farms,   .State— Number,   etc 29 

"         County — Number,    etc 

Franklin,    Benjamin 29 

Franklin    Township,    Boundaries 448 

"  Industries     448 

"  "  Pioneers     449-450 

Villages    450 

•'  "  Churches      451 

"  "  Schools     451 

"  "  I'opulation      431 

Farquhar,   Alpheus 920 

Farquhar   Indian   Pelics 467 

Farquhar,   Ptobert 923 

Fayette  City  Borough,  Descriptive 466 

Churches   467 

Schools     467 

"  "  "  Popiilation    350 

Fayette  County,  Erection  of 155 

Geography   of 116,238 

"  Scenery     233 

Topography    239 
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Fayette  County,  Altitudes 240 

"         Geology    241 

Fayette  County  Historical  Society 495 

Fayette  Gas  Fuel  Co 419 

Fayette  County  Medical  Society 326 

Fayette    Springs 352,  427 

Flag-   of  the   U.   S 27 

Flag,  the  Rattlesnake 146 

Flatwoods     352,  450 

Frasher,  J.  ^V 11S5 

Frasher    John    B 1024 

Frasher,   Luke   H 5S4,  5S5 

Freed      352,  439 

Fell    Family 913 

Findlaj-,    Goy.    William 101 

Findley    Family 441 

Finley,    Robert 1135 

Filii^ino    Insurrection 2S 

First   Unionto«n   Presbyterian   Church 492 

Fish    and    Fisheries 2S 

Fleming,  Zadoc  E 708 

Floods,   Great 2S 

Fort    Burd 502 

Fort  Necessity   122 

Foltz,   David   C,    facing 964,  967 

Forsythe,  Albert   S.,  facing 996,  993 

Forsythe,   William   J 1155 

Fossitt,   Thomas 130 

Fourteenth  Pennsylvania   Cavalry 185 

Fouch,  Absalom  C,  facing 844,   756 

Frederick,   Augustus  M.,   facing 388,  1090 

Frederick,    William    F 633,  635 

French    War 27 

Friendship   Hill 412,  1123 

Fries   Rebellion    49 

Frisbee,  John  D 1S3,  557 

Fulling   Mills 265 

Fullers.   Farly 266 

Fuller,   Alfred   M.,   facing 268,  1054 

Fuller,  Frank  M 483,   580 

Fuller,  Smith,  M.  D 545 

Fulton,    Elwood    B 607 

Fulton,    John    C,    facing 748,591 

Furnaces    236 

G 

Gaddis,  Dr.  Levi   S 549 

"  .      Col.    Thomas 550 


Gaddis,  Albert  566 

Gallatin,   Hon.   Albert 509 

Gallejs   Allen 1019 

Galley,   Eli 1052 

Galley,   J.   K.   Ewing I:i52 

Galley,    Hon.    Henry 1049 

Galley,  Jonathan 1075 

Gallagher,    Jacob   B.,    facing 348,  719 

Gallagher,   John 353,   720 

Gallagher,  Mary  L 720 

Game  Laws 29 

Gans      352,  413 

Gans,    Henry    B 117S 

Gans,  Lebbeus  B 1118 

Gans,  William  L.,  facing 03s,  728 

Gans,  Joseph   U 1195 

Garard,   Leroy  L 994 

Garwood,  Eli  H 10G7 

Gas    Fields 247 

Georges   Ci-eek  Academj- 3S9 

Geary,   Gov.   John   W 103 

Cieography    of    Fayette    County J 16 

Georges    Townshiji,    Descriptive 377-378 

"  "  Schools    378-379 

"  "  Churches    379-3S5 

"  "  Later    Development.  .385-386 

Villages    386-387 

Population    349 

Geology    241 

Gerrnan   Township,   Descriptive 417 

Origin    of    Name 418 

Early   Settlers 418 

Industries    419 

Oil  and  Gas  Belts 419-420 

"  "  Towns    and   Villages 420 

"  "  Churches    420 

"  "  Schools     421 

Eminent    Men 421 

Population    349 

German  Town.ship  Oil  and  Gas  Belts 419 

Getzandanner,    Gabriel 120J 

J  C 1201 

Gibbons     Glade 352,   427 

Gibsonville    451 

Gilmore,  Henry  P 699 

Gilmore,   Judge   Samuel   A 282 

Gilmore,  Vance   C 809 

Gilleland,   George,  facing 1012,  1045 

Gillespie    352,  468 
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Gist,    Christopher 120,    129,    137,    452,  532 

Goodwin,   Benjamin  F 383,    1092 

Goodwin,   Charles  E.,   facing- 1108,   1104 

Goodwin,  Walter  M.,  facing 1124,  1006 

Gordon,  Dr.  John  W 882 

Gorley,    Charles    H TOO 

Gorley,   James  T 629 

Gorley,   T   S 33] 

Gong-aware,   Eev.   George   J 647 

Governors,  portraits  of 23,  35,  45,   65,  75 

Got.    Thomas   MifHin 101 

Thomas   McKean 101 

"       Simon    Snyder 101 

"      William  Findlay 101 

"       Joseph   Hiester 102 

"       John  A.   Shulze 102 

"       George   Wolf 102 

'•      Joseph   Eitner 102 

"      David  E.  Porter 102 

"      Francis  E.  Shunk 102 

"       Wm.    F.    Johnston 102 

"       William  Bigler 103 

"       James  Pollock 103 

"       William   F.    Packer 103 

"      Andrew  G.   Curtin 103 

"       John  W.  Geary 103 

John   F.   Hartranft 103 

"       Henry   M.   Hoyt 104 

Eobert    E.    Pattison 104 

"      James  A.   Beaver 104 

"      Eobert    E.    Pattison 104 

"      Daniel  H.  Hastings 104 

"      William  A.  Stone 107 

Graham,   Jacob   B 1182 

Graham,  Samuel  B 910 

Graham,    Samuel   M 473,    775 

Graham,   Samuel   S 373,    857 

Graham,   Thomas   B 1183 

Gray,   S.   Minor 1064 

Gray,    S.   T 1065 

Gray,  William  M 1066 

Griffith,   Capt.  Levi 425 

(h-iffln,  M.  S 868 

Griflfin,    William    P 1131 

Grindstone     3.52,  405 

Grove,   Eeuben 1169 

Guiler,   Ma j.    Absalom 891 

Guiler,  Dr.  Andrew  G 891 

Guiler,    Edwin    S 888 


Guiler,  Elmer  J 900 

Guiler,   William   G.,   facing 856,  858 

H 

Hackney,   Jehu   D 1175 

Haddensville     353,  400 

Hagan,  Isaac  N 701 

Hagerty,   J    L 1184 

Haldeman,    Eobert    J 671,  673 

Halfin,   George   W 635 

Hamilton,  S.  A.,  School  Questions  of 312 

Hamilton,    Samuel   B 1162 

Hammondville    352,  439 

Hankins,  John   F 597 

Harbaugh,    Allen    E 335 

Hardin,  Hon.   Benjamin 520 

Hardin,   Hon.   Martin   D 531 

Harper,    John    M 957 

Harper,    Samuel 934 

Harris,   Anson   B 1022 

Harris,    Jacob 919 

Hart,   David   M 848 

Hartranft,  Gov.  John  F 103 

Hartley,  Thomas  M 1087 

Hastings,  Gov.  Daniel  H 104 

Hatfield,    Elias 493,    1191 

Samuel     1192 

Hay,  Simon  P 981 

Haydentown    352,  386 

Heistersburg     352,  398 

Henderson,    Harvej' 1041 

Henderson,  Isaac 1059 

Henderson,   Stewart 1030 

Henry  Clay  Township,  Descriptive 400-407 

"  "  "  Land    Grants 407 

"  "  "  Early  Settlers 407 

"  "  Historic  Eoads 408 

Villages    403 

Population     408 

Churches    409 

.     Schools    409 

Henshaw,  Samuel  W.,  facing 723,  721 

Herbertson,    John 863 

Hertzog,  David  M..  facing 158,  563 

Hess,  Lewis  P 1133 

Hibbs,  Ewing  A 607 

Hicks,  A  J 1100 

Hiester,  Gov.  Joseph » .   102 
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Higbee,   E.   C 82S,   929 

Hig-hberger,  Wliliam  K 807 

High  House 3o2,  3S7 

Higginbotham,    Samuel 1134 

Higinbotham,  Uriah 1133 

Hill,  Ashbel  F 361 

Historic  Spots 241 

History,  Religious 231 

Edxicational    310 

Political    341 

Medical    316 

Hixenbaugh,   Thomas   C 1008 

Hogg   AVilliam 539 

Holidays,    Legal 31 

Hopkins,  William  H 1009 

Home,  The  Old  Christian 309 

Homestead  Eiots 47 

Hoover,   James   H 1002 

Hoover,  Thomas  A.,  facing 1076,  1085 

Hopwood    352,    475 

Hopvvood  Familjr 689 

Hopwood,   Eice    G 548 

Hopwood,   Hon.   Georg-e,   facing 488,   727 

Hopwood,  David  J 675 

Hopwood,   Robert   F.,    facing 548,    548 

Hopwood,   Monroe   M.,   facing 508,   688 

Howard,  James  M 709 

Hoj-t,  Gov  Henrj'  M 104 

Hubbs,  Dr.  William  G 1164 

Hudson,  Thomas  H 753,   838 

Hughes,  William  A 949 

Hughes,    George    Paul 

Humbert,  George  J.,  facing 820,   818 

Humbert  Tin  Plate  Mill 501 

Humbert,  William  S 743,  744 

Hunt,    Daniel 717 

Hunt,   William 343,   555 

Hunt,   Thompson 712 

Hurd,    Seth    T 362 

Hurst,  Isaac 706 

Hiistead,   Capt.  James  M 173,   556 

Huston,   Henry    C 213,    784 

Hutchinson    475 

Hygeia  Crystal  Ice  Company 492 

I 

Indians,  The 19 

Indian  Creek  Yallev 445 


Indian   Head,    352,  430 

Indian    Names 239 

Indian   Titles 32 

Indian  Wars 32 

Inghram,  Judge  James 282 

Insurance    347 

Iron  and  Iron  Ore 32,   2;!0,  2  16 

Irwin,  Judge   Thomas 285 


Jackson,  Catherine  C 1190 

Jackson,    Samuel 540 

Jackson,   George    W 1023 

Jacobs,    Capt    Adam 851 

Jacobs,    John    N 856 

Jacobs,    Martin    R 850 

Jacobs,    William 938 

Jaquette,    Thomas 781 

Jefferson    Township,    Historical 401-402 

"  "  Material     Development 

402-405 

"  Villages      405-406 

"  Churches    406 

Schools    406 

"  Coal  Development 406 

"  Population  40  i 

Jimtown   470 

Jobe,  Thomas  R 981 

Jockey  Valley 408 

Johnson,  Allison  D.,  facing 840,  621 

Johnson,  Daniel  J 609 

Johnson,  David 53D 

Johnson,  David  D 840 

Johnson,.  David   F 1068 

Johnson,  David  M 1126 

Johnson,  George  N 627 

uohnson,    Henry 1196 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Jane  E  (Springer) 737 

Johnston,  Gov.  William  F 102 

Johnson,   Samuel  C 616 

Johnson,  William  .1 643.  647 

Johnson,  Dr.   Miles   L 716 

Johns,    Peter    A 653,    6.53 

Johns,  Maj.  Peter  A 652 

Johnstown  Flood 33 

Jolliffe,  Amos  M 583 

Jones,   Alfred   E 727 

Jones,  Benjamin 415 
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Jones,  S.  Fell ^23,  913 

Judiciary  Sj'stem 33 

Judicial  List,  President  Judges 2S1 

"  "        Add.  Law  Judges CSl 

"  "        Associate  Judge.-; 2S1 

"  "         Presiding    Justices 281 

Junionville    122,   332,   473 

Juniataville    352,  458 

Junk,  John  H 74S 

Junk,  John  S 731 


Kaine,    lion.    Daniel 622 

Kaine,  Charles  I C53 

Kaine,   George   B 625 

Kaiser,    Erasmus S47 

Kefover,  t  harles  P.,  facing S32,  833 

KefTer,   John   L 94G 

Keegan,  Hon.  James,  Jr 82G 

Kephart,  Hon.  Herman  M 769 

Kelley,  Theodore   F 1143 

Kenna,  Rev.  Bernard  P.,  facing  . .'. 7ST 

Kerr,    Wiley    C 605 

Kerr,  Hugh  M 790 

Kennedy,   Judge  John S85 

Kennedy,   Orran   W 2C3,  C79 

Kennedy,  Kobert  P 693 

Kennedy,  W.  T 331 

Kenneth    352,  406 

Kiehl,  Harry  L.,  facing 892,  932 

King,    Darlington    ,T 737 

King,  Howard  F.,  D.  D 293,  669 

King,   John    Albert 675 

King,  John  H 1195 

Kimberly,    Frank 740 

Kirby,  (iiiy  j\[.,  facing 71S 

Klondike,   The 248 

Knotts,   Arthur   K 081 

Krof t  (Craft) ,  George 440 

Kramer,    Dr.    Arthur   Jil G39 

Krenicr,   Albert   C 699 

Krepps,   John   B 193,  855 

Kuth,   John G23,  625 

Kurtz,  Harry  L.,   facing sno,  801 

Kurtz,  Joseph  M.,  facing 776.  760 

Kyle,   William   J 056 

Kyle.  Louis  !N[ S99 


LoClair,  John  L 755 

LaClair,   Dr.    Cliarles   H 777 

Lackey,  Thomas  S.,  facing 578 

Laird,   James 9)7 

Lakes  34 

Lafayette,   Visit  of 171 

Lambing,   Father  A.  A 135 

Lang,   Robert 974 

Lange,   Wooda  H 885 

Langley,    J.    S 11S9 

Language   34 

Laughead,    Ferdinand 1103 

Laughead,  Walter  W 1102 

Laughead,  Edward  P 619 

Laughrej',  Joseph  K.,  facing 916,  988 

Laurel  Hill 352,  458 

Lawrence,   J.   Messmore 1099 

Layton    352,    436 

Leech,    Lucian    B 1097 

Leith    475 

Leisenring    352,   458 

Lemont    352.   47  6 

Lesley,  Prof.  J.  P 241 

Leonard,  McClellan 713,   774 

Lewis,    Abe 899 

Liberty   Bell,    34 

Libraries,   34 

Lieutenant  Governors,   List   of 31 

Lindsey,  Judge  James 282 

Lindsej',    Remembrance    H.,    facing 228,    587 

Lincoln's  Address  at  Gettysburg- 31 

Linton,   George 332 

Linton,  Robert   J.,   facing 468,   906 

List,    Civil 157 

"       Judicial 281 

"       Political    1 :0 

"       Medical  285 

"       Legal    317 

Live  Stock,  Statistics  of,  etc 34 

Lohmann,  Rev.  George  L 823 

Log  Cabin,  Story  of 13S-14J 

Long,  George  R 1111 

Long,    Kell,    facing 5  jS 

Long,   John 959 

Longanecker,  William  A.,  JI.  D.,  facing.. 328,  1112 
Lowman,  Dr.  Norman  B 886 
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Loriaiix,   Arthur 889 

Lower  Tyrone  Township,  Descriptive 470 

"  "  Population    470 

Villag-es    47J 

"  "  "  Schools    470 

"  "  Churches    470 

Loucks,    David    S 1034 

Luce,  David  P 1017 

Luce,   Kobert   F 1017 

Luce,  Jehu  E.,  facing- 1140  1143 

Luce,    Philip    R 1015 

Lutz,    Noah   G 918 

Luzerne  Township,  Descriptive     397 

Early  Settlers 397 

Schools    398 

Churches    398 

"  "  Later    Growth 398 

"  "  Towns  and  Villages 398 

Population   399 

Lynch,  Ayres 874 

Lynn,   A.   E 1025 

Lynn,   Isaac   C 1141 

Lyon,  John 286 

Lynn,  William  S 922 

M 

Mack,    Alexander,    facing- 1060,    1089 

Madigan,  Joseph  D 787,   facing  7SS 

Madison  College 311 

Magee,   Dr.   George 589 

Mahaney,    Lloyd 569 

Malcolm,  Julius  L 603 

Manufactures  37 

Mansell,   Kev.   Josiah 1186 

Mansell,   Thomas   H 1179 

Marchand  403 

Marchand,   Louis,   M.   D 532 

Marietta,   John    Q 766 

JIarietta,  Pockwell 762,  763 

Markleysburg  Borough,  Descriptive   4')9 

"  "  Business  Interests..  419 
Schools    409 

"  "  Churches    409 

Marsh,   John   S 1028 

Marshall,    Albert 331 

Marshall,   George    C 610 

Marshall,  Joseph  H.,   facing 70S,   706 

Marshall,   Joseph   R 698 


Marston,  Albion  N.,  A.  JL,  M.  D..  facing  8S4.  8-3 

Mason  and  Dixon's  Line 37 

Masontown  Borough,  Descriptive    421 

Centennial     421 

Churches    i21 

Schools   421 

"  "  Population     350 

"  "  Development    422 

Mathiot,    Dr.    Henry   B 1094 

Maust  George  W 1075 

McBurney,  Robert,  Jr 1042 

McCIean,   Alexander 487 

McClean,   Richard   A 561 

McClellan,  Gen.  Alexander 411 

McClelland,   John  II.,  facing 658,   655 

McClellandtown   352,  42  ) 

McClure,  J.  Howard 887 

McCormick,    Caleb    F 671 

McCormick,    Charles    J 662 

McGeromick,   George   A 1199 

McCormick,  Joseph  T.,  facing- 238,  783 

McCormick,  Milton  A.,  facing.... 378,  1110 

McCormick,   William  B.,   facing 848,   852 

McCormick,    William   C 659 

McCormick,  William 497 

McCormick,  William 78'.) 

McCrory,  Lewis,  facing 1044 

JlcCrum,  Robert  S 560 

McCune,  Edwin  H 936 

McDonald,   Daniel  W 5S2 

McDonald,    Malcolm 1055 

McDowell,  Albert  G.,  facing 338,  611 

McDowell,   John  M.,   facing 458,   948 

McDowell,    William   A 739 

McFadden,   James  W 681 

McFarland,  John  J 937 

McGee,   Richard  J 975 

McGill,  Charles  J 995 

McGill,  George  C,  facing 992,  9S9 

McGrath,  James 793 

McHugh,  William  A 645 

Mclntire,  Rev.  John 1011 

McKean,   Gov.   Thomas 101 

McKean,  AVilliam  C fi:'.') 

^McKee,  Francis 934 

McKee,  Joseph  A 463,  934 

]\IcKee,  Dr.  liobert   S.,  facing 816,   814 

JfcKinney,    J.    E 335 

McKnight,  James  II 916 
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McMillan,  Hon.  Samuel  J.  E 519 

McMullen,   John   W H'O 

McWilliams,   Jesse  E lOSl 

Meason,  Col.  Isaac 455 

Meason,  Gen.  Thomas 286 

Medical  History 325 

The   Medical  Profession 316-327 

Menallen  Township,  Boundaries    399 

Early  Settlements 399 

"  "  Industries    . . ; 400 

Villages     400 

Schools    401 

Churches    491 

"  "  Population   401 

Merrittstown    352,    398 

Messmore,  Isaac  L.,  facing 56S,  570 

Messmore   352,  420 

Mestrezat,  Judge  S.  Leslie,  facing 105,  107 

Metz,  Conrad 908 

Mexican   War 165 

Miiilin,   Gov.  Thomas. , 101 

Military  System 37 

Mill  Eun 352,   448 

Miller,   Charles   M 812 

Miller,  George  H 618 

Miller,  John  H 713 

Miller,   Pilchard   M 1120 

Miller,  N.  Wishart,  facing 738,   596 

Millholland,  Rev.  Alex.  S 243,  567 

Mine  Explosions 459 

Mineral  Products 37 

Mitchell,   Mordecai   C 867 

Mitchell,  Thomas  J 993 

Mitchell,    William   R 1147 

jMoloney,  John  B 800 

Mt.   Moriah  Baptist   Church 380 

Monarch     458 

Monongahela  Navigation   Co 275 

Monongahela  River,  Free  Navigation  of 842 

Montgomery,    James 898 

Jlontgomery,  John 898 

Moore,  G  eorge  C 1073 

Moore,  George  L.,  facing 478,  830 

Moorhouse,  Edward  L 873 

Morgan,  'WillJam    1119 

Morgan,  Col.  John ;    545 

Jlorrell    458 

Morris,  Alva  L 752 

Morris  Cross  Roads 352,   416 


Morris,  Samuel 571 

Morrissey,  William 825 

Morrow,  Paoli  S 288 

Moser,  William  S.,  facing 1092,  1088 

Moss,  Johnson   S 1021 

Motto  of  the  State 37 

Mount  Braddock = 352,  476 

Mounts,    Providence 438 

Moyer   352,  439 

Muri^hy,     James " 1008 

Murphy,   Nathaniel   E.,   facing 948,    747 

Murphy,    Nesley   E 1153 

Murraj',  Mrs.  Sarah 620 


N 

Name  of  State,  Origin  of 38 

Native  American  Riots 49 

Natural  Gas 33 

Natural  Resources 235 

NefE,  Maj.  George  W.,  M.  D 223,  1063 

Neffi,  Harry  G 994 

Neff,  John  C 711 

Nelan,   John   L 1173 

New  Geneva 352,   411 

Newcomer,  David 1081 

Newcomer,  Dr.  George  W 770 

!N  ewcomer    Hamilton 1171 

Newcomer,  James  M 1082 

i\ew  Haven  Borough,  Descriptive    46] 

"  "  "  Business   Interests....  46] 

"  "  "  Churches  and  Schools.   481 

"  "  Population    353 

Newmyer,   John   S 433,   991 

New   Salem 352,   401 

Newspapers,  State 38 

Nicholson  Township,  Descriptive  409 

"  "  Early  Settlers 409-410 

"  "  IMaterial  Development. .  410 

"  "  Towns  and  Villages....   411 

Churches    411 

"  "  Population    411 

Schools   411 

Nicholson,  James  W 540 

Nicolay    352 

Nixon,   Samuel   G 735 

Normalville    352,   448 

Norris,  James  S 795 
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Norton,  Eugene  T 761 

North  Union  Township,  Descriptive 47  J 

"  "  "  Villages    476-477 

Schools    477 

Population     477 

Nutt,    Stephen   E 1156 

O 

Oak  Grove  Cemetery 495 

O'Hara,  Thomas SOS,  814 

Ohio  Company 120 

Ohiopyle  Borough,  Descriptive    393 

"                  "          Business   Interests 396 

Churches  and  Schools 395 

Ohiopyle    Falls 397 

Ohiopyle  Falls   240 

Oil    Fields 247 

Oil   (Natural) 38 

Old  Frame 352,  411 

Old   Pike,   History 267 

Oliphant    352,  3S6 

Oliver    352,  476 

Oliphant,  Fideleo  H 545 

One    Hundred    and    Sixteenth    Pennsylvania 

Vols 182 

t 

One  Hundred  and  Forty-second  Pennsylvania 

Vols 1S2 

One  Hundred  and  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania 

Militia    208 

O'Neil,  John,  Jr 932 

O'Neil,  Samuel,  facing 932 

Ormond   352,398 

Osborn,  Wilkins  W.,  M.  D.,  facing 1180 

"        Eev.   Andrew   G 1 179 

P 

Packer,  Gov.  William  F 103 

Palmer,   Thomas   B.,   facing 980,  979 

Parkhill,   James   H 75S 

Parkhill,  John 759 

Parkhill,  Johu  D 790 

Parshall,  AYilliam   W 683,  651 

Patterson,    Alfred 287 

Patterson,   Calvin   A 897 

Patterson,  Charles  W ^28 

Patterson,   Hugh   H 1015 

Patterson,  James  C  S23 


Patterson,   Luke  F 1196 

Pattison,  Gov.  Robert  E 104 

Patton,  J.  Holmes,  facing 8/'2 

Paull,  George 455 

Paupers   in   the   State 40 

Pearsall,  Samuel  H.,  facing 8S0 

Penn,   William 39 

"Pennsylvania  Dutch,"  Language 34 

Pe'nnsville    •. 352,    439 

Percy,  James  K 832 

Percy    352,   476 

Pershing,  Eev.  T.  F.,  facing 618 

Perry's  Victory 41 

Perry  Township,  Descriptive   431 

"  "  Washington's   Purchase. 431-435 

"  "  Alliance   Furnace 435 

Industrial  Growth 435 

"  "  Perryopolis    435 

"  "  Star  Junction 43) 

Villages  436 

Schools    438 

"  "  Population     436 

Perryopolis    352,   435 

Petroleum,  Discovery  of 41 

Piersol,  Jesse  J 368 

Piersol,   John,   facing 438,    1020 

Piersol,  Lewis 1021 

Pigmy,  Graves 405 

Pike   Boj-s 271 

Pioneer  Physicians 316 

Pitt,   William 135 

Pittsburg,  Description  of 43 

Plattenburg,   Rev.   Charles  H 303,   623 

Playford,   Robert   AV 077 

Playford,  William  H 076 

Philadelphia,  Description  of 42 

Phillips,  Thomas  L 104S 

Phillips,  Col.   Theophilus 412 

Physical  Features  of  the  State 41 

"  ■'         of    Fayette    Countj' 339 

Poe    Family 429 

I'oint  Marion  Borough,  Descriptive    416 

"  "  "  Development    417 

Churches   417 

Schools     417 

"  ■■  "  Location    417 

Pollock,   Gov.   James    103 

Political  History,   State 40 

Fayette   County 233 
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Political    History 341-347 

Political  List,  Congressmen   160 

"  "       State   Senators 160 

"  "       State  Eejiresentatives 161 

Pontiac's   Conspiracy 135 

Population  of  County 349 

Population  of  State,  1790-1890 3S 

Porter,   Byron 602 

Porter,   Elisha  F 859 

Porter,  Gov.  David  K 102 

Porter,   George 678 

Porter,   Nathaniel   E 443.    1168 

Porter,  M.  B 1038 

Porter,  Oliver  D.,  M.  D 1142 

Porter,   Samuel   E 999 

Post  Offices,  List  of 352 

Potter's   Mill " 395 

Poundstone,   George 1078 

Poundstone,   John   II 1080 

Poundstone,   John 1129 

Presiding  Justices 281 

Present  Press  of  Fayette  County 336 

Presidential  Candidates  from  Pennsylvania..     39 

Presidents  from  Pennsylvania 39 

Presidential   Vote   of    State 43 

"     Fayette   County 341 

Press  of  Faj^ette  County 3)7  3  n 

Price,  William  D 1138 

Prisoners  in  the  State 40 

Proprietary  Government 38 

Public  Buildings  of  the  State 41 

"     Fayette   County 156 

Public  Eeoeipts  and  Expenditures,  State 40 

Fa  y  e  t  t  e 
County   . . .    366 

Public  Improvements  (State) 41 

Public  Schools  of  the  State 42 

"     Fayette  County 310 

Purinton,  Dr.  D.  Boardman 362 

R 

Railroad  Puots  of  1877 49 

Railroads   in   State 47 

"  "     Fayette   County 276 

Randolph,  David 832 

Rankin,    Hugh 1048 

Rankin,    Jonathan 1018 

Rankin,  William 732 


Easely,  Dr.  Edwin  R.,  facing  318,  992 

Rathmell,  George  M.,  facing 852,   854 

Rathmell,   John  J 853 

Raymond,  L.  G 332 

Rayman,  Wilson  H 816 

Rebellions  in  the   State 418 

Redstone   3,52,  406 

Redstone  Oil,  Coal  &  Coke  Co 405 

Redstone  Township,  Descriptive 44D 

Hamlets   440 

Early  Settlement 440-445 

"  "  Churches    445 

"  "  Education    445 

"  "  Population    445 

Reed,  James  B 810 

Reichard.  Dr.  Cyrus  C 837 

Reid,  James -M 803 

Reid,  Roswell  B 687 

Reis.  Martin  L  697 

Registered  Physicians 317 

Religious  Denominations  in  State 44 

Religious   Denominations 291-308 

Religious  Influences 307 

Republican  Coke  Companj- 842 

Reppert,  Hon.  Edmund  H 2S3,  832 

Revolution,  American 47,  142 

Richards,  James  B.,  facing 896,  1168 

Richards,   Stephen 1095 

Richest  Counties   of   U.   S 50 

Richey,  Andrew  F 1197 

Rider,  John  D 1079 

Riffle,   William   H 1068 

Riots,  most  noted 47 

Ritenour,   J.   Kidwell 051 

Ritenour,  John  S 1161 

Ritner,  Gov.  Joseph 102 

Rittenhouse,  James  H..  facing 44S,   1035 

Rittenhouse,  John  S 1033 

Rittenhouse,  Mrs.  Mary 11S3 

Rittenhouse,  William 449 

Risbeck,  William  B 924 

Rist,  Nelson  A 993 

Rivers,  Principal  of  State 48 

Roberts,    David 817 

Roberts,  George 1137 

Roberts,  Judge  Samuel 282 

Robinson,   Col.   .James 1091 

Robinson,  Harold  L 599 

Robinson,    Dr.    Jabez 600 
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Robinson,  John  T.,  facing 428,  678 

Eobinson,  William  G 971 

Kobison,  Thomas 1116 

Rocks,  Francis  J 1163 

Rosboro,   Frank   H 568 

Rev.    Hugh 568 

Rockwell,  Joseph 1083 

Roll  of  the  Bar 289 

Rosenbauni,  Sol.  J.,  facing- C7S,   657 

Ross,    Dorcas 10S7 

Ross,  Jahu  N 1129 

Ross,   Robert   H 1121 

Roster  of  Revolutionary    Soldiers 146-151 

"     Soldiers  of  War  of  1812 165-171 

"         "     Soldiers  of  Mexican  War 170 

"     Soldiers  of  Civil  War IBS 

"         "     Soldiers  of  Spanish-American  War  22s 

Rotruck,   William  G 1184 

Royal   Government 47 

Ruble    352,   386 

Rush,  Charles  H.,  facing- 598 

Rush,   H.  Clay 601 

Rush,    Sebastian 598 

Rush,  William  H 989 

Russell,  Dr.  Lindsey  T 993 

Rutter,  Isaac  W 766 

Rutter,  John  W 1188 

Ryan,  Marah  E 361 


S 

Sackett,  Hugh  R 533,  1114 

Sackett,  Dr.  Samuel 532 

Salt  Lick  Township,  Descriptive 428 

"       "  "  Early    Settlers 429 

"       "  "  Villages    430 

"       "  "  Churches   43) 

Schools     430 

"       "  "  Population    431 

Sample,  Robert  F 64S 

Sangston,  Frank  E 1108 

Sangston,   Dr.  James  P 1061 

Sawyer,  Jacob _. 873 

Schmertz  Glass  Plant 467 

Schnatterly,  Hon.  T.  Benton 287 

School  System 51 

Seal  of  the  State 50 

Seamon,  John  F 646 


Searight,  William,  facing 128,  522 

Col.  Thomas  B.,  facing 148,  537 

James  A 233,  529 

Ewing  B.,  facing 528,  530 

"  Capt.    William 531 

Searights    352,    400 

Seaton,  James  B 983 

Second  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery 181 

Second  Pennsylvania  Militia 166 

Second  Pennsylvania  Vohmteers 170 

Secret  Society,  Masonry    350 

"         Oddfellowship    351 

Knights   of  Pythias 351 

G.    A.    R 351 

K.   G.   E 351 

Jr.    O.   U.    A.   M 351 

Sedgy  Fort 465 

Sembower,  Charles  S 892 

Sembo wer ,  Jasepr  T 688 

Semet-Solvay  Retort   Ovens 459 

Senators,  U.  S.   from  Pennsylvania 51 

Settlers,    Pioneer 137-138 

Seventh    Virginia 145 

Shallenberger,  Eli  F 863 

Shallenberger,  Hugh  D 997 

Shallenberger,   John    P 1003 

Shawanese   Indians 118 

Shearer,   Emanuel 1031 

Shearer,    Daniel   M 1157 

Sheiry,    William 1125 

Sherrick,  Burton  T S15 

Sherrick,  John  D 815 

Sherrick  Samuel  D 816 

Shipley,   Diocletian 1139 

Shipley,   Milf ord 715 

Shipley,  William  M.,   facing 298,   710 

Shoemaker,  Dr.  John  F 994 

Showalter,  Hon.  Joseph  B 357 

Shreve,  Col.  Israel 432 

Shuff,   Adnire 1120 

Shultze,  Gov.  John  A 102 

Shuman,  Capt.  Thomas 523,  592 

Shunk,  Gov.  Francis  R 102 

Sickelsmith,   Samuel  B 807 

Silsley,  Rev.  Frank  M 979 

Singer,  James  J.,  M.  D 819 

Six    Nations 118 

Sixteenth   Pennsylvania   Cavalry 1S6 

Slavery,   abolished  in   State 50 


1222 


NELSON'S  BIOGRAPHIVAL  DICTIONARY 


Slavery  in  Pennsylvania 152 

Smiley,  Jefferson  N 3096 

Smith,  AH 316 

Smith,   Daniel   P 1106 

Smith,   Rev.   David 382 

Smith,   E.   C 1026 

Smith,    James    A 1002 

Smith,  Lee,  facing 64S,  619 

Smith,  Thomas  J 693,  (567 

Smithfield  Boroug-h,   Descriptive 3SS 

Churches    3SS 

"  "  Georges  Creek  Academy  389 

"  "  Secret  Societies 389 

"  "  Business    Interests 390 

Smock    352,    450 

Smock,   Samuel 11S5 

Smurr,   Harry   M 967 

Smutz,   I.   C,   facing    796,  799 

Snowdon,  Charles  L.,   facing 876,  877 

Capt.   John 877 

John  H 859 

John   N 503,   877 

Snyder,  George   B 797 

Snyder,  Gov.  Simon 101 

Snyder,  Henry  P 333,   773 

Soisson,  John  P.,  facing 792,  831 

"         Joseph,    facing 188,    829 

William    P.,    facing 804,    782 

South  Connellsville 501 

Southern.  Pipe   Line 408,    427 

South  Union  Township,  Descriptive 471 

"  "  "  Early  Settlement  471-472 

"  "  "  Industries    472-475 

Towns     475 

Churches   475 

"  "  "  Schools    475-476 

"  "  "  County  Home 476 

"  "  Population    476 

Spalter,  George  W 035 

Spanish-American  War 225 

Speer,  Charles  E 512 

Speers    Family 893 

Speers,  Fred   C 895 

"         Van   L 896 

"         Froman    896 

Speer,    Stewart 963 

Springer,  Alfred  M 751 

Springer,   Charles   L 659 

Springer,    Dennis 759 


Springfield   Township,   Descriptive 445 

"  "  Indian     Creek   Valley  445 

Bullock    Penns 446 

"  "  Early  Settlements 

446-448 

"  "  Villages    448 

"  "  Churches      448 

Schools     448 

Population      448 

Springhill   Furnace 416 

Spring-hill  Gas  Belt 416 

Springhill   Township,    Descriptive 412 

Friendship    Hill 412 

Early    Settlers 412-415 

"  "  Development    415-416 

"  "  Villages    416 

"  "  Churches    416 

"  Schools     416 

"  "  Population    416 

Stacey,   Capt.   Joseph   C 1190 

Stader,  Joseph  L.,  facing 824,  1055 

Stahl,  Sydney  S.,  M.  D 770 

Star  Junction 352,  436 

State   Buildings 50 

State  Officers,  Principal 50 

■'  Salaries,    Fees 50 

State  Seal 18 

Steele,   George   C 868 

Steele,  Harvey  J 1154 

Steele    Samuel 539 

Steele,   William    C,    facing 808,  874 

Sterling,   John 1074 

Stevenson,   Prof.  John  J 242 

Stevenson,   William  A 1073 

Stewai-ton    352,    395 

Stewart,   Hon.   Andrew,   facing 95,  510 

Col.  Andrew 346,  510 

Lt.  Com.  W.  F 510 

Stewart,   Emanuel   D 1156 

Stewart   Township,   Descriptive 390 

"  Ancient  Inhabitants 390 

"  Early    Settlements 391 

"  Churches     391-395 

"  Later    Growth 395 

"  Schools    396 

"  Population     396 

Stewart,    Mrs.    Mary 1197 

Stewart,  Owen  J 1115 

Stewart,  Morgan  J 951 
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Stickel    353,  470 

Stickel,    David 1010 

Stickel,   Edward 1019 

Stillwagon,    Clair,    facing- 884,  785 

Hugh  C 789 

Stimmel,  J.  H.  S 332 

"  J.    Emmet      ; 773 

Stobo,  Capt.  Kobert 122 

Stone,    Leading   kinds 51 

Stone,  Eev.  John  H 1023 

Stone,   Gov.   William   A 85,  104 

Stoner,   Isaac   F 973 

Strickler,   Benjamin    F 1059 

Strickler,    Jacob 1033 

Strickler,  Joshua,  facing   1172 

Strickler,  Jesse  0.,  facing- 1028,  1032 

Strong,    J.    S 1058 

Struble,   George   W 1067 

Stuckslager,   C.   H 1147 

Stuckslager,  Charles  L 1012 

Sturgeon,  Hon.  Daniel 545 

Sturg-is,   Orin    J.,    facing- 338,    691 

Summer  Eesorts,  State 50 

Summit  Mines 353,  469 

S-wan,   William 1171 

,Swan,  Walter  H 1163 

Swartzwelder,   Daniel   M 827 

Swearer,    Arthur    P 926 

Swearingen,  Capt.  Van 577 

Swearingen,  George  H 453,  941 


Tibbens,  H.  U 332 

Timber,  Varieties   of 51 

Tippecanoe    352,   406 

Titlow,   George    F 640 

Todd,   John   H 563,   565 

Todd,   Judge   James 285 

Todd,   Thomas    S 715 

Taylor,  Dr.  Frank  H 637 

Tent  Presbyterian  Church 381 

Tenth  Pennsylvania,  History   of 226 

"  "  Keception    of 226 

"  "  Co.  C 227 

"  "  Co.    D 228 

Teed,  Mrs.  Sarah  E 641 


Tharpe,   Eeuben 391 

Thirteenth    Virginia 145 

Thomas,  Joseph   N IIOO 

Thomas,   Hon.   Lot   M 357 

Thomas,  W.  H 791 

Thompson,  Jasper  M 540 

"  Josiah   V 123,  841 

"  William    il 543,    542 

Thompson,   Samuel 871 

Topography    239 

Thorndell,    John 631 

Townsend,  Hon.   Amos 357 

Townsend,   Frank   L 1027 

Triangle,    The 51 

Trotter     458 

Troytown    405 

Truxal,  Dr.  Norval  W 927 

Truxall,  Leander  M 927 

Tyrell,    William 911 


U 

Umbel,  Hon.  Robert  E.,  facing 288,  833 

Unioutowu    485 

Uniontown   Book    Club 495 

Uniontown  Firestone  Company 671 

Universities  and   Colleges.....^ 52 

Upper  Middletown 353,  401 

Upper  Tyrone  Township,  Descriptive 468 

"             "                   "             Early    Settlers 469 

"             "                   "             Towns     469 

Schools     469 

Population      470 

U.  S.  Officers  from  Pennsylvania 53 


V 

Valuation   of   State   Property" 57 

Vance  Mills  Junction   352,  450 

Vanderbilt    352,  458 

Van  Dusen,   Francis   C 666 

Van   Swearingen,   John   Q.,   facing 608,  577 

Van  Voorhis,  John  S.,  M.  D 903 

Vegetable  Productions 57 

Veeeh,  James,  facing 118,  520 

Vernon,   Eeece 1166 
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Vice-President  from  Pennsjlvania 54 

Vice-Presidential   Candidates   from   Pennsyl- 
vania          54 

Victor,   Otho 1033 

Victoria     352,  395 

Von  Kail,  Arpad  G 638 

Votes    on    Amendments 345 

"         on    Constitutions 345 

"         on    Conventions 345 

Vote  for  Governor 54 

Vote   on   License 345 

Vote  for  President 43 


W 


Waggoner,   Le^i   C 869 

Wakefiela,  David  H.,  facing 698,  1158 

Dr.   Samuel 1160 

"  Thomas   E.,   facing 836,  575 

Walker,  Dr.  Eobert  M.,  facing 208,  619 

Walters,   William 1188 

Waltersbiirg    352,  400 

War   of   1812 58 

Warne,   Dr.   William   W 940 

Washington,  George 120,  122,  129,   155,  425,  431 

Washington   Township,   Descriptive 4G1 

Early  History 463-465 

"  "  Later   History 466 

"  "  Population    466 

Waters,  Kev.  Asa  H 153,  665 

Eev.    John    A.,    facing. 308,    1145 

Watson,  Dr.  John   Pv 1001 

Watsondale    352,   408 

Wayne,   Anthony 58 

Wealth  of  State 58 

Wellington,   Benjamin    A 1173 

Wells,   Benjamin 498 

Wells,   James    S 1152 

Wells,   William   P .■i63,  682 

Welsh,   Matthew   J 821 

Weltner,  Charles  W. 1089 

Weltner,   Lieut.   James   A 1063 

West,  James 1138 

West  Leisenring 352,   458 

West,   Morgan 11C4 

Wharton    Township,    DescrijJtive 422 

Early    Settlements 422-425 


Wharton  Township,  Historic  Spots 425-426 

Health  Kesorts 426 

Villages    427 

Churches    427 

Schools     428 

Population    428 

"  Territorial  Changes 428 

Wheeler    458 

Whisky  Insurrection 43,  161 

White   353,  430 

White,    Joseph 661 

White    Eocks 240 

Whitsett   353,   436 

Whitsett,   Dr.   A.   H 1014 

Whitsitt,  Dr.  James  E.,  facing 178,  1006 

Whitsitt,    Kalph    C 1007 

WTiyel,   Hai*ry,   facing 668 

Wickhaven   352,  436 

Wightmau,   Eev.   J.   E 307 

Wiley,   Samuel   T ...362 

Wilkey,    John 1963 

Wilkey,   Philip  E 960 

Williams,    Allan    D 738 

Williams,    E.    H 1006 

Williams   Josiah  V 738 

Williams,    Joseph    W 792 

Willson,  Judge  Alpheus  E 282 

Willson,   John   A 935 

Wilson,    Col.    George 409 

Wilson,  Eev.  Eli  J 698 

Wilson,   Joseph  H 938 

Wintermute   Family 853 

Wirsing   353,  427 

Wolf,   John   N 1039 

Wood,    Isaac 1162 

Wood,    Thomas    S 701 

Woodbridgetown    386 

Wooddale    352,   439 

Woodglen    352,  406 

Woodside    352,  411 

Woodward,   Davis 712 

Woodward,   Ebenezer  F 953 

Woodward,    John    W 1043 

Woodward,    Samuel    W 1178 

Work,    George 1046 

Work,  James  C,  facing 358,  591 

Work,  John,  facing 398,   1300 

Worrell,  John  W.,  M.  D 880 
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Wurtz,    John    H.,    facing 98S,  987 

Wympsgap   352,  416 

Y 

Yanger,  John  J 747 

Yaw,  Joseph  C 951 

Yaw,    William   H 952 


Young-,  Albert  W 889 

Youghiogheny  Navigation  Co 273 

Youngstown    476 

Z 

Zacharias,   Frank 813 

Zanchi,   Frank   F 810 


ADDENDA. — Champion  postoffice  was  omitted  from  the  list  of  postoffices  on  page  352;  and  on 
page  G95  the  first  word  of  the  third  line  of  the  first  column  should  read  vulnerable  instead  of 
valuable. 


